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Respectfully referred to the of {i-
ciels of the State Department far prepara-
tion of replies for the President's sig-

neture.

K. H. McIKTIRE
Secretary to the President hm

Letter from Cong. A. J. Sabath, 10 South LaSalle St., Chicago,
10/13/38 to the dent, with enclosed commnicetion addressed
to tha President by the following urging Fresident to protest

to CGreat Britsin on restriction of immigration of Jews to Pales-
tine:

« Arthur W. Mitchell,
Cong. Raymond 8. McKeough,
- Edward A. ‘ﬂml

« Harry P. Beam,
Bon.g- A. J. E-Enl:ﬂ.ﬂig
Cong. Thomas J. OBrien,
Cong. Leonerd W. Schusts,
Cong. Leo Eocialkowski,
Cong. James McAndrews,
Cong. Ralph E. Church




AT THE PRGN 0. ROOSEVELT LmpARTT

Byue-Purk, Hew York,
October 19, 1938,

Ky dear Hr. Sabath:

1 fully appreciste the soncern expressed
by you and your fellow dembere of Congreec
from Cook County as conveyed in your letter,
vith enclosure, of Uctober 13, 1836, regarding
the Falestine gituzstion. I heave oft munerocus
oscasione, &s you know, expressed my sympathy
in the esteblighment of & National Home faor
the Jews in Falestine and, deepite the wetl-
backes caused by the dieorders there during the
last few years, I have been heartened by the
progresg wnich has been made and by the remsark-
able socomplishments of the Jewish settlers in
that eountry.

Ae¢ I have had oceagicn to inform & numler
of Kenzbers of Congreee witain the past fev deyg,
we heve kept constantly before the BEritieh Gov=
ernment, throuwgh our Ambassador in london, the
interest wvhich the Aserican people have in
Faleetine and I have every resson to believe
that that Government e fully cognizant of
public opinion on the matter im this country.

We were assuref, in the discussions which took
Place in London a little more tham & year apo,
that the Britisgh Govermment would keep us fully
informed of &ny proposals which it might meke to
thne Counsil of the League of Kations for the
wodification of the Palestine Manfate. ¥We ex-
pact, therefere, to have the opportunity afforded

The Honorable
hs J. Gabath,

House of Representatives.
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ue of ecommunicating to the Aritish Governmnent
our views with respect to any chinges in the
kandetie which mey bLe proposed &s & repult of
the fortheewing repart of the Fepleetine Farti-
tion Comwisglon. I undersiand, however, that
under the terms of our comvenilion with Grest
Britein regarding the Palestine landste we are
unsble to prevent modifiecatiouns in the Mandate.
he most we emn 6o 1s to deciine %o accepl as
applionble to Americean intereste any modifice~
tions affeoting such interesls unlese we have
given our aszsent %o themn.

T hope that you will assure the co-
gignatories of the address encloged with your
communicetion that we ehall continmue to fellow
the eituation with the closest atientlon.

Singerely yours,
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October 13, 1938.

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Deaer Mr. President:

(=

The inclosed address, agreed upon by
all the Members of Congress for Cook County,
represents the sentiment of our entire community.
I express the hope that your wisdom and humanity
will be the powerful factors which will bring the
relief for which we all pray.

Respectfully yours,
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Honoreble Fronklin Deleno Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
Washington, De Cs

lr. President:

The undersigned members of the Congresa of
the United Stetes of Amerlca, from the State of Illinoils,
are ‘anxiously. disturbed by the reports that the British
Government 1s essaylng to renounce the Balfour Declaratlion

for a Jewlish homelend in Pelestine,

The sevege treatment accorded the varlous
minorities in centrcl end eastern Eurcpe 1s a challenge to
the conscience of humanitys ¥Your humane effort in bringing
ebout the Intergovernmental Refugee Conference at Evian-Lesg=
Baina testifies to your profound concern with the problem,
The doors of every country in the world are virtuelly closed
to the persecuted and herassed of Eurcpes Palestlne remsins
the snsteining hope of the unfortunate Jewlsh refugeeas The
mendate to esteblish a Jewish homelend represents Christendom!s
covenant to help minimize their suffering. If Falestine 1is
closed to Jewlsh immigration their last hope will be shattered.
Posterity will convict our age as one of the darkest in the

history of clvilizetion,

Our govermment is a party to the covenant
which proclaimed the British Mendete over Felestine, That
covenant embodles the besic prineiples of the Balfcur
Declaration for the estahi}ahmmnt of a Jewish homeleands

Unless we exert every peaceful measure to avert it, we shall

i I 1' A
Fi "
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of a repudiatlion of the covenant fall upon th; moat harassed
menbers of the human races Our legal maarvations impose upon
us a duty to act in thls emergency but, more than that, that
duty 1s imposed upon us by our moral and spiritual obligations
as @ clvilized nation devoted to the sacred principles of

justlce, human equallty and freedom of conaclences.

We, therefore, respectfully addresa ourselves
to you and urgently sppeal that unfhahnlr_nf our government J
you take such measures, as in your wisdom you find necessary, 1
to make known to the Britiah goverrment how profoundly the 3
people of the Unlted States are interested in the acul=-stirring :
problems, not alone of the persecuted Jewish people, but of the Ly
other persecuted rellglous groups in Europe, and how hopefully '
we pray that the evil decree respecting Palestlne be averteds

Respectfully submitted,
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fespectfully referred to the offi- )

cials of the Btats Depertment for prepare=
tion of replies for the President's slg-

patures

M. H., McINTIRE
Socretery to the President o

Taleg me from the following in re repudiation by Great Britain
of Belfour Declarstion end ssking that imuigration of Jews
be not restricted:

LUCE, Cong. Hobert, haithau, Msss., 10/1i/33.

SCHMEIDEL, Cong. Geo. J., sppleton, Wlsconsin, 10/14/38.
—#d
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| EXPRESSION BEHALF OF THE CITIZENS OF MY DISTRICT AND
UYSELF GREAT CONCERN OVER THE PROBABILITY THAT THE

BALFOUR DECLARATION MAY BE REPUDIATED BY GREAT BRITAIN,
THE CIVILIZED COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD HAVE LONG RECOGNIZED
PALESTINE AS THE HOMELAND OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. ANY

CTION THAT WOULD TEND TO CLOSE THE GATES OF PALESTINE

AS A PLACE OF REFUGE FOR THE OPPRESSED WHO ARE FORCED
TO GIVE UP HOME AND COUNTRY ELSEWHERE AT THIS CRITICAL
MOMENT WOULD SERVE TO AGGRAVATE
BEYOND COMPREHENSION, | JOIN [N

SINCERE REPRESENTATIONS

THE REFUGEE PROBLEM
THE MANY EARMNEST AND
MADE TO YOU BY BOTH PRIVATE
IERICAN CITIZENS AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS THAT YOU CONVEY

TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT OUR COUNTRYS HOPE THAT

GREAT BRITAIN WILL CARRY ON IN THE FULFILLMENT OF THE

LAUDABLE PURPOSE EXPRESSED BY THE BALFOUR DECLARATION=
:GE0 J SCHNEIDER M C.

QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 15 BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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1’@' dear Mr. Shure! Mo

Your telegwam of October
eleventh to tho President has been
received and I will be glad to bring
it to iis perscmal attention.

Sincerely yours,

M. He MeINTYRS
Seeretary to the President

mm R' m. m'.

4246 North Shewidan Road,

Chdcago

iuiml;. mhm/ tmb
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

10/13/38

MEMOHANDUM FOR M.H.M.:

We are receiving hundreds of telegrams
from Jaewish people similar to this. Mr. Foraster
is having direct acknowledgments sent to prominent
people such =8 Senators and Representatives. How-
ever, the ordinary citizens, such ss this, are
being sent to the State Department for scknowledg-
ment. Shell I give this to him to handle in thet
vay in spite of the President's "Mac to ack--"%

R.B.
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Hashyington
hicago, Illinols, October 11, 1938,
ooy, PRESIDENT: (Fersonel Delivery Only).
Your Excellency: Sometloe agoe vou vrote to ue & letter which
had the follovlng cuotation: "Please feel freo to write to me af
any time, for your letters will raceive uy rerlous consideraticn.t
This very letter, &s & fev others I have frem you, ¥as siprned
in wvour orn hand. I therefore take the liberty to adéress to rou
nersonelly this telegram, I &m not alsing to tell you thet vou are
tite szreatest liberal, and the sreatest statesman, in the vorld, as
this 18 A tnevn fact. iy orethren all over the “orld are ctretching
sut their honds in nreyer to you and begring of vou not to let thaz
frecist Chemberlaln, ocosoi: feiend of Hitler, take away Falestine froa
the Jews which Do himeelf rave to us, rr Cheuboerlain did with Czech-
nelovaklin, With vour dinlomecy snd your liberallsm the entire
eivilized world outside of Hisler and !mssolinl will thanii you for
teiding a firo stand in thnis matter. Your nape ¥ill reaain for centur-
leg to come as the rreatest llberator. I am an invelld Tour years
in ved and all slone. And I begp of vou with tears %o help ny brethren
vho esunt todey mbout eilphteen willisn pll over the world. Jay God
bless you And yours.

Ellae K. Bnure,
4245 Horth Sheridan Hoad.

o T kave an enoruous smount of material snowing what Hitler
sniee are doing in thie country.
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e Sen. Wagner=
AR "4 Committee representing the
) Jews here have urged me to see the President
for the purpose of asking him to intercede
in the Palestine situation.
"I don't «now what the President
can do but, politically, it is pretty im-
portant to me.
"Wnat we would like is an appt
on Monday or Tuesday in H.P. Some other
Sen: tors would go along with me.
nT don't know what can be done
about it -- but politically -- with this
tremendous Jewish population -- it is im-
portant that I do that much. San. Bulxley,

f
who is up against the same thing, and a
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Sen. Wagner:
AP

"A Commlittee representing the
,Jews here have urged me to see the President
for the purpose of asking him to intercede
in the Palestine situation.

"I don't know what the President
can do but, politically, it is pretty im-
portant to me.

"Wnat we would like is an appt
on Monday or Tuesday in H.P. Some other
Senators would go along with me.

"I don't know what can be done
about it -- but politically -- with this
tremencous Jewish population -- it i; im-

bos

portant that I do that much. Sen. Bulkley,

4
who is up against the same thing, and a
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Seeretary of State,
1-20-38

In response to Mr. Hassett's wemorandum of Jan. 18, 1938, the Secretary of State
returned copy of the address to be dellvered by the Seeretary of the Interior before the
National Conference on Palestine, at the Mayflower Hotel im Washington, D. C., Jam. 23,
1938, and he made certalii suggestiona re omlssion of references to any specific countries
in eritioising treatment of the Jews, to Herr Hitler and Sigmer Mussolinl, ete. ---- Hy
memorandum of Feb. 15, Mr. Barly advised the Seerctary of the Interior shat he took the
above speech (whioh was submitted by Michael W. Straus, Direotor of Information, Dept. of
the Interior) up with the President and he (the President) aeks that Sec. Ickes be advieed
that the speech must be approved and initialed by the Seeretary of State before it 1s re-
leased or delivered. -- Attached is dr. Straus' letter to Mr. Miohasl J. MoDermots, Direc-
tor ~f Informasion, Dept. of State, Feb. 16, forvarding copy of above adéress for Seore-
tary Hull'e comment or suggestion, and inforulng Mr. MoDermott that the address ls to be
breadeast in Great Britaln over the facllitics of the Britlsh Broadoasting Corporation's
*Natlonal Net #ork® and 1t i@ to open a sories of the Corporation's entitled *Auerloa
Speaks®. ---- Hy wemorandum of Feb. 17, Mr. Hassett forvarded speeoh to ur. Straus - speecl
as marked at the Dept. of State.

585 6 ,
r7 At
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ) —

~ OCTOBER 14, 1938
Ho. 499
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FOR THE FPRESS

Within the pret few days this Covernmant has recelved a
lsrge number of telegrams and letters from individunle and
organizations in the United States concerning the Palestine
situntion, with particular reference to the reported possi-
bility of the anplieatlon by the British Government of & new
policy with respect to thnt country. It is obviously lm-
practlenble to reply separately to the many communlentions
which have been received and thils statemunt la therefore be-
tng iosued in lleu of individunl AnsSwer's.

A8 ig well known the American people have for many years
tnken n olose lntersst in the development of the Jewlsh Natlon-
nl Home in Prlestine, Bezinning with President Wilson esach
succeeding President hne on one or more ocenolone expressed
his own interest in the idea of a Nationnl Hoame and hls
pleacure nt the progroes made in its eptablishuent. Amerlcan
sympathy in a Jewishi Homeland in Baleotine was furthsr mani-
feeted by the Joint Reeolutlon of Congrese Bigned by the
President on September 21, 19228, recording the Invornble atti-
tude of the United States townrd euch o Howeland, In submit-
ting the recolution the House Committee on Forclgn Arialrs
reported that 1t:

"axpresgss our moral interect ln and our favorable
attitude toward the establishment in Palestine of a
¥ational Home for tho Jewish peopls. It commita us
to no forelpgn obllgation or entnnglexent.”

It is in the light of tils interest that the Amsrican Gov-
ernaent and people have wntched with the keensot sympathy the
development in Pnlestine of the Natlonel Homs, a prolect 1in
which American intellect and eapital have played A lending role

On severnl ocensions this Govarament has broutht its vliews
regard ine the rights of the United Stntes nnd its nationalse in
Palustine to the attention of the British Government. an
recontly ne 1937 a formal exchange of corresnondence took place
and the following sslf-explanntory paragrnph is quoted from
the concluding note dnted Ausust 4, 1937, communicated by the
American Ambagsndor in London to the British Forelign Offlce:

"In expressing satlsrfaction and appraciation for
the naesursnces furnlshed that His Ma)esty's Sovernment
intende to keep the Unitod Statee Sovernment fully in-
formed of any proposale which may be made to the
Council of the League of Hetione for the medifiention
of tha Prlestine Mandates, I am instructed to request
that these proposals may be communicated to my Govern-
ment in mmple time to ennble 1t to determine what, 1T
any, observatlone it may deslire to nrke with a viow
to the proservation of American rightes in Palestine.”

It 18 expected, therefore, that this Covernment will have
an oprortunlity to submit its views to the British Government
with respect to any changee affecting Ameriean rights which
mny be proposed in the Pnlestine Mandate. These rights, which
are datined by the Americsn-British Mandate Convention or
Trapty of December 3, 1624, comprise non-diseriminatory traat-
ment ln matters of commercs, non-lmpairment of vested Amerlcan
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property rights,” persoisslon for Amerlean nationale to estab-
lish and anlintain <duentionnl, philanthropic and religious
{natitutions in Paleatine, safegunrds with respect to the
Judicinry, and, in general, equallity of treatment with all
other foreipn nationnle.

The rights of the United States in connection with any
ehanges in the terms of the Palestine Mandnte are net forth
in Article 7 of the nbove-mentioned Treaty, which rends ns
followa:

"Hothing contalned in the present Conventlon
phnll be affected hy any modifiention which mny be
made in the teras of the mandate, as reclted nbove,
unless puch modifientlon shell have been aseented
to by tha Unitsd Etates,"

This nrticle is rubstnntinlly identicnl with correspond=-
ing articlee included in eight other existing agresments
roncluded by this Governament with respect to the mandnted
territaories of Byria snd the Lubanon, former German ielands
in the North Papifie, Franch Cameroons, Frenon Togoland,
Belgian Enet Africen, Eritish Camercans, HBritish Eaat Africa
and Britich Togoland, HNone of these prticles empower the
Government of the United States to prevent tne uodification
of the terms of any of the mandates, Under thelr proviaslons,
howoever, this Govermment can decline to reocognize the wal 1dity
of the applicaticon to Am=rienn interests of any madirloatlon
of the mandatee unleso such mwlificntion has besn naranted to
by the Government of the United States.

It 18 the Department's understanding thet ths Pnlastine
Partition Comalssion, wiich wna appolnted some mnntha aoo to
make recommendations with respect to pertition, wlll make 1its
ranart to the British Government at the e#nd of thir zonth and
that no deeclsion will be reached by that Government on the
subdlect until after an opiortunity has been hnd to glve oon-
sideration to that report. In reply to a question in the
Houga of Commons on October G, 1938, Mr, MacDonald, British
Caloninl Sseretary, 18 revorted to have stpnted that the HRouse
of Commone would not be in the position of having to confirm
or rejaet n decleslon alrendy tmken and nut into operat icn but
would have an opportunlty of consldering the poliecy before 1t
wags adopted and put into operatinn by the British Government.

The Department will, of course, continue to follow the

eltunticon eleoceely Aand will trke nll nuecessary mensurss for
the proteetlon of Aserican rights and intereets In Paleetine.
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