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¥y dear Hr. Presldent:

With regard to the Inter-Co
on Jewleh and HWon-Jerligh Refupeee coming from Germany,
referred to 1n Mr. Frankfurter'e letter to Hr. loley,
and the latter's letter which you rent to me by con-
fidentlal memorandunm of April 20th, I should perhaps etate
thet the Council of the Lespue of Hatlione hae called
& conference of the Statee memberc of the Lezpue, '
g5 well &s the Unlted States of America and the United
Stetes of Brazil, to meet &t Geneva on July 2, next.

The provielonsl program of this conference (& cony of

vhich I am sprending hereto) containe the following

iteme of dlscusslon: e

1. Freming of provielonsl arrangemente concerning
the lepal stsatus of German refugeee.

2. Drafting of a convention determining the

66 Hdv-

etetus of refugees.
3. Examination of methods of obtalning fanilltiezg
for
The Fresldent,

The White Houee.
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the delivery of givil status and other papere by the
authorities of the country of origln.

As you will see, the agenda of the conference
calls for discusslon only of matters pertalning to the
legel status of German and other refugees. As far as
this ocountry is concerned, the status of all aliens
ip determined by lew and there 1s no latitude left
to the Executive to dlsouss questlons concerning the
legal etatus of aliens. It doees not appear advisable,
therefore, for thle Government to place 1ltself in the
poelition of even appesring to have any authority or
diecretion in connection with the status of other than
American citlzens. Ve have, in consequence, &already
Anformed the Secretary CGeneral of the lLeague that thle
Government doee not contemplate participating actively
in the conference or in becoming & party to eny convention
which 1t may draw up, but will be very glad to have the
fmerlcan Consul in Geneva, or a member of hig staff,
attend the meetinge as an observer.

In response to an ingquiry on hie part, we have
informed Profeesor Joseph P. Chamberlain, who wae the
American representative on the Governing Body of thc
High Commigsion for Refugees from Oermany until the
recent dlgsolution of that Body, of our intentlon to

have
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have en obgerver from the American Consulate in CGeneva
ettend the conference. Professor Chamberlain, in
scknowledging the Department's letter, stated that he
understood the position of this Government and that
he vas glad to learn that the American Consul would
attend the conference as an observer.

Faithfully yours,

Enclosure:
Copy of Agendsa,
ze above.
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INTER- uormmnr. CONFERENCE FOR THE mmw OF THE
Sgel LBGAL uraruu OF REFUGEES COMING FROM GERMANY

—

The Banrntnry-ﬂmﬂml has the hunuur to nnmiam- to

‘the Ennrmmt of : ; _ the .
11011“‘1?1!: :
" . ' fhe Counoil of the Leagus of Nationa 18 “thoge parts of

e, !

il:l resolution of 'Tanuary Eith 1936, which eanatm J’aﬁah and
mn-:rnluh r&ruguu unning frmn G!mn; um down that the High

ﬂnmlnianar 8 du.t.]r would 'bu murng other thingn:
"'Tu prepare l.nd arrangs, in agresment H:h tha agun-
“tary-Gsneral, -for the maahirg of an inter-governmental'-
conference with a view to-arranging a system of :Lngu.l pra-
tection for refugees ﬂmninx from Garmanyj

"The Statés: ¥embers of the League of Nations, as weéll as
the United States of America and tha United States of Erasil
shall be convensd to this conference by the E-uuruta.r;r-ﬂunuru._}[
in agreement with tha High Commissioner.”

In order ‘to glve effect to this decision, the ﬁaurlutlr:-

General, in agreement with the High Commissioner, has the h_ﬁﬁdnr

to inform the Government of

that the proposed conference qrill meet at Gensva on July Enﬂ. 1926,
The Bearutnr}'-ﬂimrﬂ.l wuld be obliged if the Government

ot ¢ i would let him h:.nll i)

Mnru Hnr&ﬂth 19:5&_,-11“11” it intuuﬂ: to be rapreamtnd n.t- I-_:s

RS S e Nl L Lk

thil ,ﬁnﬁf‘f—unm and, if ao, tn u.'t.ntn, 1T p-nui'nh, the nn.ﬁu nt‘

AKIERICAN CONSULAT . ‘
A, SWITZERLAND. |
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REFRCOUCTD FROM MOLDSSAS AT THE PRAISGS O ADOSEVELT LIBRART

ON JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH REFUGEES
SUBMITTED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
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In view of the urgency of the questions at issue, the High
Consissioner proposes in' the first place the frasing of provisional inter-’
governmental arrangesents shich aight be put into force without delay. The
conference might next consider the -question of a ronvention determining the
status of refugees. Lastly, it would examine the question of the delivery
of civil status papers.

A

1, Framing of provisional arrangements concerning the legal status af
German reflugees. N oI, 42 AN 3

The objéct of these provisional arrapgesents would be to give
the rofugess a legal status as soon as pu;sibl-.zﬁunding the putting intoe force
of & more stable conventional regime. - gl

These arrapgeaents would cover the following points:

1. Definition of the categories of refugees to which the arrange=-
sents would be applicable.

1. ﬁdliﬁiltrlli!#-llijurilr
{a) Tdentity and travel eertificates issued tn‘?;iuga:a{::'
Validity of these certificates - Autharisation to holders
af the certificate to enter and leave a country = Visas,

renewal, cost of issue of certificates and of wisas on
certificates; ;

th] Exppl:inn:;qﬂ cefusal of adeittance (refoulement).
3+ Legal {tlpdinﬁ=
i _3-{ti_ﬂegprlinnyiﬁn:h;_thu law governing the personal status of

,refuge

X

by th:_rtliginuu.luihnri;inzt
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{c) Rights acquired.in virtue of the naticmal daw.-- - Do

. '[Matrimonial' regine = legal capacity of marricd women:).

ity Va ai‘r;g;-HFPEF; delivered
b | h 1 Es \ JR )

i

T DTselatibnTotmar riage;

{e) Right to appear before the cvurll.ll plaintive ar defendant.

Sy Wnli_ﬂﬁmmﬂummﬂﬂw
: a mu'ma.uﬂm;mnmmmmm,irgm
sistus and other papers”  —thorities of the couniry of origin, :
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