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M7 dear •~. Pres i dent: 

Wi t h regard to the ' Inter-Go,.-~ie~A!.~an!Acinc:e 

on Jewieh nnd llon-Je.,.i sh Refup;eee co:n1nft t"rom Germany, 

referred to in l.!r. S'ran'kfurter' e lette r t o llr. lloley, 

and the latt e r 's lett er whi ch you ~ent to Qe by oon­

f1dent1al memorandun or Apri l 20 t h, I £hould perhaps s t ate 

that t he Counc11 or t he Lell!I'IJe or !lations hap called 

a conference o r the St a t ee member s or t he League, 

as ~ell as the Un i ted Stetee or America and t he United 

States or Bra~ll, to meet at Geneva on July 2, next. 

The provisional program of t hill conference {e CO!)Y Of 

~hich I em appending hereto) cont ains t ho tollo~ing 

items Of d iBCU8Fi on: 

1. Framing or provialonal arrangeoent s concerni ng 

l 
I 

~ · ~! 
I 

t he ler,al et atus of German refugees. 
i!i; ., ~ 
~ 

s tatuA of refUgees. co 

~. Examinati on or methode or obtaini ng raoilitie~ 

2. Draf ting o r a convention determt n i np, the 
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the delivery or civil statue and other papers by the 

authorities or the country or origin. 

As you will see, the agenda or the conference 

calls tor discussion only ot matters pertaining to the 

legal status ot German and other refugees. As tar as 

this country 1s concerned, the status of all aliens 

1R determined by law and there 1s no latitude lett 

to the Executive to discuss questions concerning the 

legal status ot aliena. It does not appear advisable, 

therefore, tor this Government to place iteelt in the 

position or even appearing to have any authoritY or 

discretion in connection with the statue or other than . . 
American c1ti~;ens. VIe have, in consequence, already 

lntormed the Secretary General of the Leegue that this 

Government does not contemplate participating actively 

in the conterenoe or in becoming a party to any convention 

which it may draw up, but will be very glad to have the 

American Consul in Geneva, or a member or hie start, 

attend the meetings as an observer. 

In reAponse to an inquiry on his part, we have 

informed Professor Joseph P. Chamberlain, who was the 

American representative on the Governing Body ot the 

High Commissi on tor Refugees trom Germany until t he 

recent dissolut i on of that Body, ot our intention to 

have 
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have an observer from the American Consulate 1n Geneva 

attend t he conference. Professor Chamberlain, in 

/ aoknowle0g1n~t the Department 's letter, stated that he 

understood the position of this Government and that 

he was glad t o learn t hat the American Consul would 

attend t he conference as an observer . 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosure: 
Copy of Agenda, 
as above. 
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LKAGUB QF UATIONS ·~ 
•. • ' I \ 

lUIBR-GOVEilWJl!ITAL COIIF.B!U!NCB i'OR 'I'Hll ADOPTIOJi 01' Tl!Jil 
' .. 

~AL ·STATUS Oli! 'REIIUGHliS COl.!DIG i'ROII G!!!11ANY 
• 

Tha Socrotary-Gener&l has tho ponour to '· 
CO!=Wlioa~e to 

'.! ••• 
tho GOvernment ot tho . 

tollowing: .:.. . '-
'• 

.. tba Couno1) ot tht League o~ Nations in thoao parts ot . . 
lt~ resolution ot 'l anuary 24t h , 1936. which 'concern Jewi Sh and 

·, ~: . . . . ::; ' . ' . . 
non-jewi~h retugoo& oomina ·t~om Oe~nT laid down that tho Slgb 

' ·.~ .. ,,. r~ • · .. · , • 
Co~ieaioFer' a duty would be, $~eng othor thtnga : 

.. t. ';[- •• t"'.'- ' ~· ··' . ' .1. 

· "to prep~ro and arrange , in o.g.r;eecent wi t h the Sforo­
~ • tat'y-Q:enere.l. t dr the' mooting of M• inter-gonrn~rental'~ 

conrer~noo with a view to·Krranging, a eyet em ,ot lesal pro-
tecti On tor refugees coming from Gereany J l 

•7he States llem~ra or the Le•guo of Uat!one, ••··well &a 
tho United' Stat~a of America nnd the Unitod States ot Bra:ll , 
~ball be convened to thie conference by the SecretarY-General, 
in .agroe.ment with th.a High Commil'eioner ." 

'1n order ·to g ive eft:ect to this daoi& ion, the Secretary-
, ' ; <._t· 

. . 

General , in agreement wi tb tho Righ Commissioner , has the honOur .. 
to 1nt4rm the Government ot 

' that the proposed contorence ~ill m~ct at Geneva on July 2nd , 1~36 • ... 

or, 

Tho ~ecretar~:-Oonera.l wo,uld be obliged 1! the Government 

would l et h i~ know ··· 
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PROVISIONAL I'ROCRAUME OP TIIP. n<TER>OOVI:RNM&NTAL CONrERENCK , 

ON JBWI!IB AND NON,JEWISR R£PUGBI:B <lolliNG FRO.II GERMAJ\'Y, 

811B.Itn"n:O BY TIIB IIIGR COliMISSIO~"ER OF TU& L&AGUE OF NAnO~"S 

·' Ia •h• of t .hc •r,iae, of the quuli .. , at laue. ·, .. , Blclll 

~ .. latlOfttr propoaet in the f lrtt place the fraalftC of pro•i•l~al iat er ­

eo•eraaental arruac:atnU ' •blch •l&ht be JMH lMo force: "it bout ddtJ. fhe
1 

coefueoce • l&ht ot.xt co.tldc:r dlt oquoadoa oC a eo••••• loa dcura(fli..ac 1he. 

sutus of rdugeu. LaatlJ. it would u aaiat tM q11utio. of..''" dttinrJ' 

o1 chll atatus papers. 

·-
L Fnmlnr of pro•lt:lonal U1'11'11flllt:llt. cooetmlft.l tht ltPI atatu of 

ea... ,..,..,..... : .••• 

Tht obJi¢t of thttt provltlonal arr,ac•cnta would be to •i•• 
tht rofua:u• a' hfal statuJ u •oon •• po~si.blt.tpeftdl'ng the putting Jnto Coree 

of a oorc stable coawcat1oaal re&!ac. 

tb .. e ur~QIC.tntl •wld cover tht followins polnts1 

1. Dcflnttioa of the cateaorltt of rtf•a••• to Wbitb tb• arTaac•­

aenta would be applicabla • 

.. 
(al 

. ..... ' . 
Identity and tra•c:l certltlca&et i••~ed to refurce•·~ 

Valldlty of 1he•• ~•rtlfle&tct- A•l~rltttloD to ~14ers 

ot'1ho c•rtiflcatc to tntcr and l ta•c a co.otry - Visaa, 

renewal. colt of istuc Ot ctrtiticates •~d of vlltl on 

cenWca t·u : 

(b) Expulllon" ~n.d ufuiat o£ adalttuce ( rofouhaeru). 

, .. Lc:cat ~~•.1Miln4P, . 

(a) ~tcraleatioft of tbc l aw 1owcrai~' the peraon&l atatus of 

; tbi rd11CCU I1 , 
'~.r I ! ' .,' .t (0 

(b} V&lidCty o! paper• dtlivcred ,by the rcliclous authorit lc1; •• 
,/"' -: ( ' . 

.4" .(c.) Rtgbu ac.q,uirod io vhtue ot tbe n.uional bw. 

· ' (lla.trhoftlal rciiu - 'lca-al capaeity of aarrie:d ' woun: } 

·--~;_ _____ T'ddT);·o~tr.,r.,~ot~:m~rt•a•: 

(c) Ripe to appear before tbc eourll u pbiathc or dc'fendant • 

' ., . 
• J. EualutiM or aet...._ ot obtaln..lq fuUJtltt ,.,. tht dtli'ftfJ ,ot P•ll 

•'-'• ... .u.. ,.,...,...;~tiel ., .... toalq., ..... 
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