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' My dear Mr. Ammstrong:

The President has asked me to aclmowledge your
telegram of June 18th and to inform you that since its
receipt action has been teken which he hopes will aid
certain distinguished political and intellectual
in Europe over whose safety you and other publie np:l.ritod
persons have expressed concern.

Since you, yourself, participated in conferences
with the Special Assistant to the Secretary of State,
Mr. Joseph E. Davies, and other officials of the Depart-
ment of State, it 1s not necessary to review the facte
leading up to the action referred to. I am glad to be
able to advise you, on behalf of the Fresident, however,
that telegraphiec instruetions were transmitted by the
Department of State to its representatives in Lisbon
Portugel and Marseille and Bordeaux, France on June 224
to give immedlate consideration to applications for
American visas should they be sought by any of the per-
sons named in the list whieh you submitted to Mr. Davies
under date of June Klst.

It is not necessary for me to add, I am sure, that
the President has been deeply moved h;r the tragle plight
confronting some of these great men and that he finds it
heartening to see efforts being made by such forward-
looking Americans as yourself to do something for their
relief in these terrible cirocumstances.

Yery sincerely yours,

Edwin M. Watson
Seeretary to the Presldent

The Honorable '”MJ”

lnﬂtm Fish Armst
Forel %
5 Street,

New !urt Hew York.
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SFFICAAL TiaE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

AR TO, D

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Jusne 27. 1910

IEMORANDUL. FOR THE FRESIDENT:

In compliance with your request of June 20,
1940, there is attached a proposed reply, for
General Watson's signature, to the telegram from
the Honorable Hamilton Fish Armstrong under date
of June 18th, explaining the action taken on his
request that aid be extended to certain distinguished

political and intellectual refugees in Europe.

Enclosures:

From Lr. srmstrong,
June 18, 1940;
To Lr. Armstrong.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM
Department of State
June 30, 1840,
BUREAU } | ;;l_;
BIVISION / "’f
ENCLOSURE MEMORANDUM FCR '
TO

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE #;,0
Lelter drafted .

ADDIESSED TO
FOR PREPARATICN OF REFLY
FOR GENERAL WATSON'S SIGNATURE.

liemorandum to the Presgident

F.D. R,

Telegram from Hemilton Fish armstrong, KYC,
s : rt e paiplecd
“12 /00 to Wiss Lefand, callfni"df¥ention to
tha case of warions individval politienl
E o RSN R T I = - - '
rafgees now in immedicte danrar in Frence.

Coertsin Tt:alisn, German, Spanisn, Ozech and
Poli=zh ratriots are marked men becauze of their
long leader<hip in the intellectnsl snd rolitical
atrucrle apainst fasciem and nazism. Sugpests
that tne divlomatic and consular of'ficials of the
+Ze cant be of asaiszteance in this emerrency in
offaring =sanctuary and arrencing: transportation
narhans in cooreration with British suthorities.
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TELEGRAM

NC292 WUC 143 D.L. @b]?&ng j;iﬁm%
NBN NEW YORK, N.¥., June 18, 1940,
MISS MARGUERITE LE HAND.

May I call the President's attention to the case of various
individual political refugece how 'pn immediate danger 1ln France.
Certain Italian, German, Spanish, Czech and Pclish patriots are
marked men because of their long 1eadership in the intellectual
and political struggle against fasclsm and nazlism,

Suggest that the diplomatic and consular officials of the
United States can be of assistance in this emergency in offering
sanctuary and arranging transportation perhaps 1n cooperation with
British authorities,

1f the lives of men like Sforza, g1korski and Negrin ore aaved
today they may be of immense usefulness to ue in the future. I
beg that officlals of the State Departwent and other agencles be
gsked to consider legaol problems invelved sympathetically and
promptly and to solve them in a manner fitting to the emergency
and in accord with our deepest national interests.

HAMILTON FISH ARMSTHONG.
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)g{o THE WHITE HOUSE
ﬁ WASHINGTON

July 3, 1940.
)

MEMORANDUM FOR E.R. ‘rp?i-

His suggestion may have all the merit
in the world but it most certalnly ocannot
be authorized or abetted by the Government
of the United States.

In regard to his last paragraph, I
will speak about it.

F.D.E.
Letter f‘rumm Editor, Headline Books, =«
Forel Association, 8 West 40th St., N.Y.C.,

57/L0 to Mrs, Roosevelt, asking aid to locate
a suitable person to go to France to aid "intended
victims of Hitler's chopping block" to get out of
France. Mrs. Roosevelt's notation "FIR - VWhat
about this? E.R.". The last paragraph of the
letter refers to matter of securing political
asylum to the refugees of Europe in Latin America.

227
t.‘lﬂuﬂ-’q
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 37, 1840.

O ainsg,

uISs RUTH B, SHIPLEY
e —— et

~

e
Will you let me know
what I cen tell Mre. Roosevelt?

Fl Dl- Hi

Lettar from Verien Fry, Forelpgn Tolicy
Asacciation, B West 10th 3t., NYC,
7/1%/40 to Hrs, Roosevelt. Asks aid
in seeuring pessport to go to France
+o make surveyr of the situation.

ur:, Hoosevelt's note to Wi=s LeHond
poade as follews: "To ask the President
if he can give a nassport fmmediately.

He wants to lesve on Sunday. E.R."



/gb /THE WHITE HOUSE

\y WASHINGTON
July 3, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
BECRETARY OF STATE: .0

I think you might consider the
possibility of saying something at Heavana
in regard to the anclent prinnin@% of
political asylum, I think the Latin
American governments have long adhered
to the prinninZL There will, undoubtedly,
be many politi refu from many parts
of Europe and 1t occurs !n me that a kind
word in behalf of these unfortunate people
might be an act of humenity as well as

being strietly correct under international
law,

= ¥.D.R.

No papers accompanied the original of this
memorandum to the Secretary of State.



REPRCOUCED FROM WERDSRL 7 THE

rasLn B ADGSINELY LRARS

July 5, 1940

MLS
Reepectfully refarred for consideration and ackmowledgment, by memc—

randum.
EDHIN M. WATSOH
Beacretary to the President

Telegrans to tho President referred to the State Department; all in bohalf

of Europoan rﬂﬂ%"
Taylor, Mre, Dortram, Bow York, M. Y., 7/5/40.

Harrison, Margory ., Say Avo., Buntington, N. Y., 7/4/40.
Eoffor, 3. L., Migland, Toxans, 7/4/40.

Saldorston, Jobn /L., Jovorly Eille, Calif., 7/3/40.

Eankoy, 8. 2., Porghing Squaro, Los Angolos, Callf., 7/3/40.
Eolon Deano, 680 Madison Awo,, Wow York, ¥. Y., 7/4/40.
Poabody, Endicokt, Groton, Mmss.., 7/4/40.

Liacoln, wart, Middlotown, H. Y., 7f4/40.
Loag, Jomn Gr York, H. Y.. 7f4/40.
Long, Js Yus y Mo Yoy T/4/40.

Long, Joan, How Yok, N. Y., 7/4/40.

Turnbull, Hargorot, Hysnnis, Mass., 7/4/40.

Purnbull, Joon, Hyannls, Mass., 7/4/40.

Stratton, Mrs. Sydnoy, Eyamnie, Mass., 7/4/40.

Qollins, Eneol, Mow York, M. T., 7/4/40.

Rigs, John PB., Univorsity of Duffale, Juffole, ¥. Y., 7/4f40.

Bmith, Hre. Bvorott, Mrs. Aliso Smith, Wilten, Comn., 7/4f40.

Lovoio, Mr. ond Mrs. Bamnd, Yorktown,Eolghts., N Y., 7/4/40.

Wilson, Enthloon, Yoritown Eolghts, ¥. Y., 7/4/40.

Balphin, Morein: Eehloman Alico; Rye, M. Y., 7/4/40.

Low, Lods 0., How Yor':, I Y., 7[4/40.

Comision Demne Ayads Fine Eepanol, Montovidoo, 7/4/40.

Tho Irewmavillo Cheptor How Yorl Poaco Ase'n., Drooklyn, N. Y., 7/3/40,

Progrossive Millinory Oroup, 1113 ¥Word Avo,, Zronx, N Y., 7/3/40.

Profossors of aw York Usivorsity, Fritz, Charlos A., Gossnor, Robort,
How York, . Y., 7/3f10,

Tzlogrome to tho President wrging that wo keop ocut of war:

Zroollyn Eobrow Orphan Asylun Chaptor, Soelal Sorvieo Employoos Unden,
Srroklm, He Y., 7408,

Grommorey Ponco Group, New York, I. Y., 7/8/40.

Telegrroe wrelng thnt wo doclrro wor on Goranny:

gorrl, Thoodore, —rooklvn, Wi Y., 7/4/40.

Lnens, Jnmos, Srooklim, H. Y., 704/ 40.
Zall, Philip, Srocklyn, W. Y., 7/ 40.
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~ TELEGRAM
@The White Fouse P
Bl b

>
Kent,Ohio, July 8, 1949-' 5

Stephen Early: {% -

EWUAB 35 N.T-

Establishing refugee scholarship funds to bring worthy

x
students from war stricken Europe to Kent State Unlversity

by selling "refugee roses". Will the Precsident buy the
first one® Vhen? 3 X

Robert Talt, Joseph Blair,

Btete University,

Kent, Ohlo
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July 9, 1940

President is constantly being besieged by
solisitations of a very worthy nature and
that their volume precludes his eompliance
with all of them. EKeeping in mind the

need for strict impeartiality he must, of
necessity, adhere to the polisy of declining
them, however meritorious they may be. I
am sure that you will understand.

Very simerely yours,

STEFHEN EARLY
Sesretary to the FPresidemt

Eobert Taidt, !ﬂ-‘
State University,

Ohio.

eke
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August 13, 1940

Dear Malvinai

The enclosed speak for them-
selves, Madame Welss 1s leaving Washington
on Friday -- I imagine for ¥ew York,
Naturally I know nothing about her or “"her
cause",

See you the end of the week,

Affectionately,

¢4
o t ﬂ‘?—' mal/tmb

Let to Miss LeHand Aug. 13, 1940 from Madame Loulse Weliss 7S
together with letter to Miss LeH, from R Count Rene de
Chambrun introducing Mme Welss and asking appt. for her

— with Nre. Roosevelt re the need of relief to millions

- of innocent victims in France -- refugees. Mme Welss 1s
leading feminist in France and founded L'Europe Nouvelle.
magazine speclalizing in foreign affairs and then became
most prominent woman soclal worker in France and was
awarded the Legion of Honor,
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My dear Mr., Preaident:

Seoretary Hull has asked me to present te you the
proposal to modify slightly the procedure we have
followed in regard to recommendgtions from the

President's Advisory Committee on Pelitical Refugees. L

NOUVANISIS 04 OTUILIY TYNIDIO

or the system that has deen in eperation
since July 26 the Ocmmittee has satisfied itself as
to various persons who were in the category of . |
rpolitieal, intellestual or othor refugees"” in speoial
peril in Xurope, Having come to its own oconclusion -
the Committes has recommended names, Their 1i=% is
sent to the Department of Justice for cheoking against ..o
the files in that Dejpartment, and the 1list is then
checked against our own records in order to determine
whether or not there is any m:.-ﬂthn in this country
to indicate that the persons recommended would be
undesirable as residents. Under the procedure we

have then
The President,
The White House.
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have then cabled to our officers adbroad more or less
mandatory instruotions to grant visas to those persons.

There has come to the attention of the Department
substantiel evidence to indicate that a mumber of the
persons who have been passed in thisg manner have had
records of activity abroad whioh indicate that thelr
aotivities here would not be in entire accord with our
policy and that for other reasons they wers not proparly
within the category of intelleotual leaders of the
liveral movement in Europe and in imminent danger. It
is reported to us that there are a number of persons
who our officers abroad feael are not of the desirable
element and against whom there is evident ground for
doubt as to the propriety of their admissibdility.

For instance, a German citizen recommended by the
FPresident's Committee who had resided in Faris for ik
sixteen years was suspeot to our offiecers because of
various ciroumstances in her past activity. The question
was raised as to whether mhs would be able to proceed
to any country outside of the United States at the
expiration of the temporary vieitor's visa. She
shortly returned to the Comsulate with a letter from
the Cerman Legation im Lisbon stating that she would
be able to return to Germany at the emd of the period.

On the

WOILYAHIETHS BT LY TYNIDIND
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On the face of it she was either not a refugee and in
imminent danger or she was aoting in the interests of the
German Government .

Another instance was that of two Fremeh oitiszens who
wers recommended by the Committee and sponsored by
substantial banking houses in this country. Under the
existing proocedure they obtained their visas in spite of
the faot that certain doouments which they ordinarily
should have had were lacking. It subsequently appeared
that their interests wers in two Panamerican holding
oompanies which it might be suggested were formed to avoid
American legal requirements and eontrol by the 5.E.C.

These are simply two of a mumber of instamces which
have been brought to the attention of the Department.

Under the oiroumstances we feel that in the interests

-
1]
L%

of our national defense & more careful chegck should be =

&H2d

made abroad by our officers in Europe of the persons
whose names we send to them on the recommendation of the
Fresident's Advisory Committee, We feel that a more
ocareful examinmation of the individuals abroad would
contribute largely to olosing the loopholes against the
penetration of Cerman agents or the use of the courtesy
and hospitality of the United States for ulterior purposes.
I am attaching a letter drafted for the signature
of the

L%

NOLLYANISINS HO4 O3ULLTH TYNIDHO

xse bt
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of the Seoretary addressed to Mr. Hnnonllﬁ; Chairman of
the President's Advisory Committee on Politlgal Rl!'u;lil;
indicating the change of procedure whieh the Department
feels it desirable and advisable to adopt, The Seorstary
felt ﬂllt you should be cognizant of it and, if you
agree, give the matter contained in the letter your
approval in as much as it was direocted to the members

of your Committee.

In closing may I say that since July 26 and up to
September 17 we have authorized 2;553 visas over and
above the quota (mot including visas granted to children
in Great Britain). This number was largely made up of's

a) A 1ist of the American Federation of Labor, guaranteed
by William Oreen, eand consisting of labor leaders and their

families to the number of 1,131. This 1ist has beean
nhnd; and Mr. Green will not ask for any more.

b) Two lists of Jewish Rabbis, alleged leaders of
the intelleotual thought of the Jewish religion and
leading exponents of the Talmudic schools and colleges
together with their femilies, One list consisted of
156 and another of 576 nemes. These lists have been
olosed and no further names are to be acoepted.

e) The President's Advisory Committes on Political
Refugees has submitted 561. These names are being

augmented

NOLLYANISIUS W04 OFHLLIY THNIDINO
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augmented by a considerable mumber every week.

Considering that the other lists have been closed
and that by this time mest of the outstanding leadexrs
of the liberal movement in Europe must have had their
names on one or the other of these lists, it seems to us
reasonable and desirable that the list of the President's
Advisory Committee be olosed for unlimited recommendation -
exoept that names of refugees in imminent danger who
_ are intelleotual leaders of the liberal movement in
Eurcope may continue to be presented by the Committee.
This would continue the funotion of the Committee to
pass upon outstanding intelleotual refugees. Other
nrunilnﬂdmuth-mdmrhmm.
and the usual precaution would be taken im the future.

It seems that our Consular officers abroad who are
on the ground and who have mccess to information which
we 40 not have and who come in contaet with the persons
should be able to exeroise their judgment as to whether
or not the persom desiring to come to the United States
is, as a matter of faot, within the category you had in
mind in setting up the President's Advisory Committes
on Politiecal Refugees.

In m-r; it seems to us that there should be in the
future some latitude of judgment left to our Consular

officers

NOILY AISTIA M0 0THILI TYNIDIEOD
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officers abroad rather than to send them mandatory
{instruotions from here to admit persons who are known
to very few people in this country and about whom there
is no record here of their past activity.

If you approve the proposal, I shall be very glad
to advise the Seorestary so that he may sign the lstter.

Faithfully ruurl;
BRTCKITRIDGE LOKG

gy as

Englosure!
Proposed letter to Mr, McDonald.

NOILLYANISId HO4 QIHLLIY TYNIDIO
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In reply refer to
VD B11.111 Refugees/260

My dear Mr. MoDonald:

NOILYANIEIY HOH O3HLLIE TYNIDHO

I refer to your letter of July 31, 1940 concerning
the procedure agreed upon at a meeting in the Department
on July 26, 1940 for the submlssion of names of
politiesl intellectuals and other refugees, approved
by rour Committee, to the Daplrtnnt of Justice, and
tu th- Department of State for apprunl and for trans-
ninlnn to the appropriate consular offiocers.

1 The Department has received. a considerable number
ai‘ '_u_.ln of refugeses whioh your Pnlllttn has approved
after investigation, and which h;ﬂ recelved the
approval of the Department of Justioce. These nanes
have been transmitted or are in process of being imu-
mitted to the appropriate consular officers in the ter-
r;_'i_}.lriariu covered by the arrangement. If, as I think you

l will
Mr. James G. MecDonald,
President's Advisory ﬂuuit*n
On Politiocal It es,

122 East ty-secomd Street,
New York, New York.
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will agree, suffiolent time has been afforded for the
presentation of the most pressing ocases, I suggest that
additionsl names should not be accepted Dby the Committee
except, of oourse, of refugees in imminent danger who are
intellectual leaders of the liberal movement in Europe.
This would oontinue to make 1t_nﬂ11lnh1- for your Oom-
mittee to consider the oase of an outstanding refugee
intelleotual which may be brought to your partiocular
attention. Other refugees may, however, ocontinue to

take their oases up direotly with the consuls for considera-
tion under the ususl visa procedure, and Af they are able
to establish their admissibility, they may be grart ed
l_ppruprhtn visae.

Oonsular officers in considering the visa applioa-
tions of aliens whether or not covered by the arrangement,
must necessarily conduot such examination a® may be n054
sidered essential to ascertain that the -pplinlntq had
not been engaged in questionable aotivities in the past
and if permitted to ocome to the United Btates, will not
engage in aotivities inimical %o thnlﬂnltld Btates.

While the information obtalned by the Committee regarding
the refugees before approving the cases 1s very helpful

and

& HOLLYANISTUd YO OFHILIY TYNIDIO



and while the refugees will for the most part be found
to be eligible for visas, you ocan readily understand
that full information regarding them may not be available
in this country and that oonsular officers must therefore
in our national intereste conduct such investigations
abroad as may be oonsidered neceseary.

I shall be very glad to receive your views
regarding the modified procedure in these ocases.

S8incersly yours,

NOLLYANISIHd 404 0IUILIY TYNIDIHO
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September 19, 1940

‘antluman:.

I am enclosing herewith the
President's check in the amount of two
hundred and forty dollars (§240.00) for HPEL
the trangportation charges to bring the

Klein children, in whom Muriel Martineau

2] =
18 interested, to this country. ol

" Very truly yours,

M. A. LeHAND
Private Seoretary

The U. B. Commlttee for the Care #2057
of European Children,
215 Fourth Avenue,
New York, Hew York. tmb
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 12, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS LEHAND:

The President has agreed
to pay the transportation charges of
$240 to bring the Klein children to
this country. These children are the
ones in which Muriel Martineau is
interested. The President's check
should go directly to the U. S. Lom—
mittee for the Care of European Children,
215 Fourth Avenue, Nem York City.

P L P

E"RI
x PP

NOLLYAUISIY HO4 OIHILIY TYNIDINO
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STATE, Dept. of
July 20,1940

Gen, Watson referred for draft of reoly, a letter to the

President July 18 from Senator M,M, Neely enclos ng letter from Dr, A.M. Beese,

| of West Virginia Yniversity, re his views regarding anti-fascists exiles now

' in French concentration camps asking that every means be used to secure their
release before these exlles are handed over to the German asuthorities for execu-
tion. — Mr., Bumn-r Welles supplied draft July 25, 1940, —- The President on July
26 replied to Senator Neely ex laining that the American diplomatic and consular
officers abroad have no right or authority to extend rotection to other than
-itigens or nationals of the U,®,, exceot in event that this Government has under-
taken to represent the interests of another country and of its ~ationsals upon
the 8 ecific rejuest of the foreign government in question.

SEE - 1965
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HELSIG, Mr. Frank, Mgr.,
R-ﬁga_ﬂtttlﬂt Tnin:l.n; Farm,
Woodbine, N.J.
July 23, 1'“0.

1' writer is a Cermen-Jewish refugee, and expresses his deéep appreci ation
for Pruaiuntiu humenitarien policy end congratulates him on his nomination to a third
te
/ I!

gee P.P,F.200-Congrat. on 3rd term nomination-"H"

br
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FIELD, Marshall,
President, United States Committes for the Care of Europesn Children,
New York, N.Y.
September 12, 1540

Sends Mr, Barly, at !Miss Thompson's suggestion, u proposed press release for
bis approval vefore releasing it. Mr. Fleld states that the relecse waa promp ted
by s visit to their offices on the previous day by Mrs. Roosevelt, durin;: whioh she
expressed such interest in the case that they felt perhaps neither she nor the Presi-
dent would see any objestion to their releasing & carefully worded story on the cuse.--
In his reply to the above letter, 9/18/40, Mr, Early stoted that the news release is
entirely ngreeable and is approved for issuance. WMr, Early oulls lir. Field's atten-
tion to the fact that he has elimineted the third parsgraph of the relesse " cousin
of the President”, for the remson that"the President ie not at all certain in his
own mind theat Mrs. Hon. Maurice Lubbock is his ocousin."NOTE: Release in re two e
ohildren picked up by destroyer and taken to Eng. Reletivef of Pres. in U.5.A. wus

to teke oare of the children.

See P.P,F. 78 ? f' C’;,.aé
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