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i aRERE OFFICIAL CoM W NICATIDNS TO
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WARHINGTOM, @, €, i

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 8; 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

EMERGENCY REFUGEE SHELTER

In accordance with the request contained in your
memorandum of Hay 20, 1944, I am submitting a redraft
of the message to the Congress incorporating certain

changes which are explained in an attached memorandum.
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Enclosures: K

1. Redraft of message
to the Congress.

2. Explanation of changes
in the redraft.

3. Nemcrandum for the
Secretary of State,
May 20, 1944,

4, Memoranda to the President
from the War Hefupee Board,
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HRGEHCY RLFUGER SUELTTR

In sccordanece with the request contalned in your
memorandum of May 20, 1944, 1 am submitting a redraft

of the message to the Congress incorporating eertain
ohanges which are explained in an attached memorandum.

Lino losures:

l. Sedraft of message
to the Cougress.

2. ixplanation of changes
in the redraft.

3. Nemorandum for the
Seoretary of itate,
Nay 20, 1944,

4. Vemoranda to the Fresident
from the Tar Hefugee Board.
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Congress has repeatedly manifested its deep concern with
the piltiful plight of the persecuted minorities in Europe
whose lives are each day being offered in sacrifice on the
altar of Mazl tyranny.

This Nation is appalled by the systematic persecution of
helpless minority groups by the Nazis. To ue the unprovoked
surder of innocent people simply because of race, religlon or
political oreed le the blackest of all poesible crimes. Since
the Nazla began thie campalgn many of our cltizenms in all
walke of life and of all political and religious persuasions
bave expressed our feeling of repulslon and our anger. It is
a matter with respect to wvhich there is and can be no division
of oplnion amonget us.

Ag the hour of the final defeat of the Hitlerite ferees 7 ia.
resry, the fury of their insane desire to wipe out the Jewlsh *
race in Europe continues undiminished [} -
have loat the war, the Nazis are d-tnﬁhinud to complete thelr
program of mass extermination. Thie program is but one mani- X,
festation of Hitler's aim to salvage from military defeat
victory for Nazl principles - the very principles which this
war muet destroy unlese we shall have fought in wailn.

Thie Government has not only made clear ite abhorrence
of thies inhuman and barbarous activity of the Nazls, but, in
cooperation with other governments has endsavored to alleviate
tha condition of the persecuted peoples. In January of this
year I determined that this Government should inteneify its
efforts to combat the Nazl terror. Accordingly, I establighed
the ¥War Hefugee Board, composed of the Secretarles of State,
Treasury and War. Thie Board wae charged with the responsi-
bility of taking all action conslatent with the succeseful
prosecution of the war to rescue the victinme of enemy oppres-
slon in imminent danger of death and to afford such victims
all other possible rellef and asslatance. It wae entruasted
with the solemn duty of tranelating this Government's humani-
tarian policy into prompt actlon, thus mnnlf'utinﬂ once again
in a concrete way that our kind of world and not Hitler's will
prevall. Ite purpose 1a directly and clcoeely related to our
whole war effort.

Since ite establishment, the “ar Refugee Board, acting
through a full time sdministrative etaff, has made a direct
and foreeful attack on the problem. Operating quietly, ae
ie appropriate, the Board, through its representatives in
various parte of the world, has actually succeeded in saving
the livee of lnnocent people. HNot only have refugees been
evacuated from enemy territory, but many measures have—-bsen —-
taken to protect the livee of those who have not been able to
eBCApE.

Above all, the sfforts of the Board have brought new hope
to the oppressed peoples of Europe. This statement 1s not
idle speculation. From varlous sourcea, I have receslved word
that thousande of psople, wearied by thelr years of resistanoce
to Hitler and by their sufferinge to the point of giving up
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the struggle, have been given the will and dssire to continue
by the concrete manifestation of this Jovernment's desire to
do all possible to ald and rescus the oppressed.

To the Hitlerites, their subordinates and functionaries
and satellites, to the German people and to all other peocples
under the Nazl yoke, we have made olear our determination to
punish all participants in these acte of savagery. In the
name of humanity we have called upon them to spare the llves
of theae innocent people.

Notwithstanding this Government's unremitting efforts,
which are uontlﬂuing. the numbers actually rescued from the
Jaws of death have been small compared with the numbers still
facing extinotlon in German territory. This 1s due principally
to the fact that our enemies, deepite all our appeals and our
willingness %o rind havene of refuge for the oppressed peoples,
persist in their flendish extermination campalgn and actively
prevent the intended victime from escaping to safety.

In the face of thie attitude of our enemies we muet not
fail to take full advantage of any opportunity, however limited,
for the rescue of Hitler's victims. We are confronted with a
moat urgent situation.

Therefore, I wish to report to you today concerning a step
which I have just taken in an effort to save additional lives
and which I am certain will meet with your approval. Y¥You will,
I am sure, appreciats that thile measure 1s not only coneletent
with the successful prosecution of the war, but that 1T wase
essentlsal to take action without delay.

Even befors the Allied landing in Italy there had been a
gubetantial movement of peresscuted peoplee of various races
and nationalities Into that country. This movement was
undoubtedly prompted by the faet that, deeplte all attempte
by the FPasciets to stir up intolerance, the waros-hearted
Italian pecple could not forsake thelr centuries-old tradition
of tolerance and humanitarianism., The Allled landings swelled
this etream of fleeing and hunted peoples seekling sanctuary
behind the gune of the United Kations. However, in view of
the military situation in Italy, the number of refugees who
oan be accommodated there is relatively llimited. he Alllied
military forces, in view of thelr primary regponeiblility, have
not been able generally speaklng to encourage the emcape of
refugees from enemy territory. Thle unfortunate gltuation has
prevented the escaps of the largeet possible nusber of refugeee.
Furthermore, as the number of refugees llving 1n southern Italy
increases, thelr care consetlitutes an additlonal and gubstantial
burden for the military authorities.

Recently the facllities for the care of refugees in
southern Italy have become so overtaxed that unle=e many refu-
gees who have already escaped to that area and are arriving
dally, rarticularly from the Balkan countrlea, can be promptly
remoyed to havens of refuge elsewhere, the escape of refugees
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to that area from German cocupled territory will be serlouely
impeded. It was apparent that prompt actlion was necessary to
meet this situation. Many of the refugees in southern Italy
have been and are belng moved to temporary refuges in the
territory of other United and rriendly nations. However, in
view of the number of refugees etill in southern Italy, the
problem could not be solwved unless temporary havens of refuge
were found for some of them in still other areae. In view of
thie most urgent situation it seemed indlspensable that the
United 3tates in keeping with our heritage and our ldeale of
liberty and juetice take lmmediate steps to share the respon-
eibility for meeting the problem.

Acoordingly, arrangements have been made to bring
immedlately to thie country approximately 1,000 refugees who
have fled from thelr homelands to southern itnl;. Upon the
termination of the war they will be eent back to their home-
lande. Theee refugees are predominantly women and children.
They will be placed on their arrival in a vacated Army camp
on the Atlantic Coast where they willl remain under appropriate
security restrictlions.

The Army will take the necessary eecurlty precautions
and the camp will be administered by the War Relocation
Authority. The War Refugee Board i1s charged with overall
responeibility for this project.
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riur0BEY ISSACE BY TIE rEoIvsnt TO THE CU.GRESS

Congress nas repeetedly manifested its weep comcern with the
pitiful plight of the persecuted minorities in Zurope viwore lives
ere snch day belng offered in sworiiloe on the alter of ilezi tyrsnny.

This lation is sppailed by the eystemetle exterminetion of
heipless zinority groups by the Haszis. To us vhe unnrovoled murder
of lunocent peopie slupiy beceuse of race, relirion or political
eroed 1z the blockest of o'l possiblo crimes. Since the Fezis beran
this emmaipn weny of our citlzens in ail walks of 1life and of al
political nnd religiove persuscions heve expresscd our fecling of
revulsion and ovr anger. -t is & matter with respect to whieh there
is end cen be no division of opinion emongst us.

is the hour of the finel defect of the itlerite forces nears,
the fury of their insane desire to wipe out ninnrlt{ grouns in Burore
continues undiminished. .mowin; that they heve lost tue wer, the
dagis ere determined to complete thelr nrorram of nmss exterminstlon
of minorities. This progrem is but one manilestetion of Hitler's
ein to suivepe fron military defeat viotory for Tasi princinies - the
very pri.eiples vwhich this wor must destroy unless we snail nave fought
in vain.

This Government hes not only mcce clear its abhorrence of this
inhumen snd barbarous ectivity of the lLimzls, but, in cooperction with
other wovermnents has endeevorad to clleviate the condition of the
ersecuted peonies. In Jenuory of this year I determined that this
sovernment should intensify ite efforts to combat the llani terror.
Lecordingly, I esianlished the ‘Wor llefupee Board, coaposed of the
Seurutsrfas of State, Treasury and lar. Thls Boord wes charged with
the responsibility of toking all sction consiztent with the successiul
nrosecotion of the wer to rescue the victims of ecemy oppression ln
laninent denger of death snd to efford such vietims all other possibie
relief and ascistince. It wes entrusted with the solem duty of
transieting this Govermaent's humaniterian poliey inte prompt actionm,
thus wenifesting once asein in & cencrete wey that our Kind of world
and not Hitler's will nrevall. Its purpose is directly and closely
related to our whole wer effort.

Since its ectsblishment, the .jar Hefuzee 3oard, seting through
o full tine sdministretive steff, has made n direct mnd forceful
atteck on the sroblem. Operabing quietiy, as is sipropricte, the
Bosrd, through its resresentetives in verlous perts of the world,
has sctually succeeded in saving the lives of lonocent nesple. liot
cnly have refugees been evocuabed from enemy territory, but many
acasures hove been taken to protect the lives of those who heve not
lteen able to escepe.

Above all, the efforis of the Boerd have brought new hope to the
opprecsed seonles of Zurope. This statement is not ldie specuiation.
Troa verious sources, I have rocelvec word thet thousends of people,
vearied by their years of resistence to Ilitler and by their sufferings



lﬁunu-m-nunnmnn-JI-wntuu-niu-uu

to the point of lving up the strugzle, have boen given the wiil and
c}aslre to continue by the concrete aanifestetion of this Governnent's
desire to do all possible to aild end resous the oppressed.

To the Hitlerites, thelr subordinates and funectionaries and
satellites, to the Germsn pecple end to all other neoples under the
Lzl yoke, we have zade clear our determinetion to punish eil partiel-
pants in thece acts of savegery. In the naume of hummnity we have ecstled
upon then to spare the llves of these lnnocent peszle.

Lolwithstanding this Govermaent's wwemitting efvorte, which are
coutinuinc, the mumbers sctually reccued from the jaws of death heve
been small compered with the mubers atill l’E.ciiE extivotion in German
territory. This is due principeily to the feet thot our enemles,
despite ail our arpesls and our willingness to find havens of refuge
for the oppressed peoples, persist In their flendish exteraination
cn:fg:%i;n and nctively prevent the intended victims from eseaping to
selety.

In the face of this ettitude of our ensmies we must not fell to
toke full sdvantege of any oppordtunity, however limited, for the rescue
of Hditler's victizs. We are confronted with a most urgent situstion.

Therefore, I wish to report to you today concerning en extraordinary
step which I have just teken in an elfort to save rdditionel lives and
which T em certain will meet witk your arnrovel. You will, I sm sure,
apprecicte that this meesure is not only consistent with the successiul
Ergaacutiun of the wer, but that it was essentini to teke sction without
delay.

Zven before the Aliied lendinp in Ifcly there had been & subztential
aoveuent of nersecuted pooples of verious races and nutionalities into
that eountry. This movement wes undoubtedly pramted by the feet that,
despite ail etieumte by the Faseists to stir up intclersnce, the warm-
heerted Italien peopls could not Iorsake their centiries-olé Eredition
of toleranne end humeniterienism, The Julied lendings swelled this
stresm of [lesing and nnted pecpies seeking sanctusry vehind the juns
of the United Hations. Ilowever, in view of the niiitery situatlon in
Itely, the nuzber of refugees tho cen be acecomuodabed there is relatively
linited. The Allied militery forces, in view of their primary responsi-
bilit hove mot been able gonerally specking to encourage the eseape
of refugees from enemy territory. This unfortwnete situsticn hes pre-
vented the escape of the lergest possible number of refugees. Murther-
aore, as the musber of refuzees living in southern Ttaly inereases,
their care constitutes an additional and substantia! Lurfen for the
mi.itary authorities.

Lecently the freilitles for the cers of refugees in eouthern Italy
heve becowe so overtexed thet unless many refupees who hove already
arcamed to thet area and are arriving daily, sarticelarly from the Salkean
countries, can be nromptly removed to hevens of refuze elsewncre, the
escene of refugees to that aree from German occupied terrlitory will ve
geriously Lmeded, It was apnarent that prompt aetion wes neceszary o
meet this eiltuation. lany of the refugees in scuthern Italy have been
cnd are veing moved to tewporery refuges in the territory of other United
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and friondly nations. However, in view of the muuber of refugees stiil in
southern Italy, the problem could not be solved unless temporery havens of
refuce were found for some of them In still other areas. vicw of this
aost urgent situstion it seemed indispenseole thet the United Statec in
keeping with our heritage’ and our ideals of liverty and justice toke imue-
dinte steps to shere the responsibility for meeting the prooles.

Accordingly, errangements ove been made to bring iimediately to this
country epprozimetely 1,000 refuvees who have fled from their homelands to
sonthorn italys Sueh refugees will be pleced in a Yar lefugee Center
where, under aprropriaste security restrietions, they wiil remain for the
duration of the wer. These refugees sre belng brought here outside of the
regular maigrutian rocedure, just as prisoners of war have been brought
here. Here they will receive the humane treatment which our ecivilization
g:'&‘h‘iﬂﬂf, end here they wiil be safe. Upcn the terminetion of the war

hey will be sent back to their houelends.

The refugees, upon their arrival, will be placed in a vecated Army
u&nE on the itlontic sesboard. while the .er Lefugee Doard is charged
+ith the overall responcibility for this project, the Lrmy will taxe the
necessary security precsutions end the cctual pdministration of the camp
wiil be in the hends of the \ar Relocetion authority.

With the cooneration of the United lintions, we mre detormined to
insure thet these end other refugees from death mey live azein on their
ovm soil. To this end the nrinc‘{pni United lietions involved have slready
nlod-ed that eech of them wili receive sfter the wer its nationals who
have fisd for their lives and huve been fliven asylum in other countries.
“hece nations heve alsc made it & part of their settied poilcy to insure
euch eonaitions in enemy and enery occupicl cowntries es will oormit all
persons wio wive been forced to flee from these couniries fo return. These
fniaene prineiples aiready have the supnort of the United utotes, Great
Dritain, the woviet Unlon, Luxeabourg, Tuposlavia, 1-Iar*.':a;{, The French
Cormittese, Greece, Selrium, Poland, Cuechoslovai-ia, snd the Hetherlonds.

It is my hope thsot other intore:ted nailons will also expand thelr
already existing progrsms of asyluu. In this way we shell heve & nlan
end & proirsm thet will renrecent the triwuph of the forces of decency
in a war-torn world.

I am convinced that the emergency action whiech has ceen toxen will
mske possible the seving of aduitional iives. I an slso coavinced thrt
such netion will effectively contribute to the succezsful nrosecution
of the war by ingolrins in the uinds of ail on-ressed recples a convietion
of the sincerity and effectiveness of a Cemocracy.

It is indeed fittiaz that this greest lation, which by the wery
neture of its conception has aiways been & refuge for the fugitive irom
iniucktlce, oporession and nersecuclon, should now fuwrnish to theose wnose

= . E . ap i a a
very Lives are tarestened by litlsr the sonctuery and asvlua which since
bibiicel times heve been afforded the defenseless Dy eivilized neoples.



EXPLANATION OF CHANGES IN THE PROPOSED VESSAGE
BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE CONGRESS
ON HAVENS FOR REFUGEES

Original Draft

Page 1, Enrggragh 2, firat sentence:

"rhis Natlon is appalled by the systematic
extermination of helpless minority groups by
the Nazis."

Commant s The Jews are the cnly minority group which the Nazls
are exterminating. The sentence 1s subject to a charge
of inacouracy and might Dbe amendsd by the substitution
of the word persecution for the word "extermination™.

Fage 1, E-rnEaEh 31

"is the hour of the final defeat of the Hitlerite
forces nears, the fury of their insane desire to wipe
put minority groups in Europe continues undiminished.
Ynowing that they havs lost the war, the Nazis are
datarmined to complate their program of mess extermina-
tion of minorities.”

Comment The above comment also appliss to the first two
sentences. The first sentence might be amended by
substituting the words the Jewish race for the words
"minority groups". The second sentence might be amended
by deleting the words "of minorities.™

Fage 2, paragraph 4:

"Therefore, I wish to report to you today concerning
an extraordinary step which I have just taken in an effort
to save additional lives and which I am certain will meet
with your approval. You will, I am sure, appreciate that
this measure is not only consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war, but that it was essential to take
action without delay.”

Comment; The deletion of the word Nextraordinary™ in the first
sentencs is suggested. If the action is considered
extraordinary the certainty of Congressional approval is
lsssened. The deletion would make the entire paragraph
more convineing.

Fage s
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Fage 3, paragraphs 2 and 3

Comment ;

"isoordingly, errangsments have been mads to bring
immediately to this country approximatsly 1,000 refugees
who have fled from their homelands to scuthern Italy.
Such refugees will be placed in a War Refugee Center
whers, undsr appropriate security restrictilons, they will
remain for the durstion of the war. These refugees are
being brought hers cutside of the regular immigration
prooadure, just as prisoners of war have been brought hare.
Herse they will receive the humane treatment which our
givilization provides, and here they will be safa. Upon
the termination of the war they will be sent back to
their homelands.

"The refugess, upon their arrival, will be placed
in & vaoated Army oamp on the Atlantic seaboard. While
the War Refuges Hoard is charged with the overall respon-
aibility for this project, the Army will take the necessary
seourity precmutions and the mctual administration of the
camp will be in the hands of the War Relocation Authority."

The following redraft of these two paragraphs is
suggested:

Accordingly arrangements have been made to bring
irmediately to this country spproximately 1,000
refugees who have fled from their homelands to
southern Italy. Upon the termination of the war
they will be sent back to their homslands. These
refugess are predominantly women and children.
They will be placed on their arrival in a vacated
Army camp on the Atlantio Comst where they will
remain under appropriate securliby rastrictions.

The Army will talke the necessary ssourity pre=
eautions and the camp will be administered by the
& Relocation Authority. The War Refuges Board
is charged with overall responsibility for this
project.

In this redraft the assursnce that the refugees will
return to their homelands is given immediately after the
statement of their arriwal. The term "War Refugee Canter"
is eliminated., The sentence "These refugees are being
brought here ocutslde of the regular immigration procedurs,
just as prisoners of war have been brought here.” is also
eliminated. This reference to the regular immigration
procedure and prisoners of war immediately raises the
question of the legal authority of the Executive to take
this action. This question will arise inevitably and
mizht better be answered by an cpinicn prepared in advance

by
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by the Attornsy General. See page 6, paragraph 4 of the
attached memorandum entitled "Establishment of Temporary
Havens of Refuge in the United States " -

"The Attorney General has informally advised the
Board that if you wish to put this program into effect
without Congressional approval, legal justification
could be found for such a temporary arrangement., The
Attornsy General believed, however, that in view of the
attitude of the Congress toward all immigration polleles
it would be unwise for you to take the proposed action
without Congressicnal approval having been first ob-
tained,"

The sentence "Here they will receive the humane treat-
ment which our eivilization provides, and here they will be
safs.” is also deleted as it may provoke comparison of the
gituations of the American soldiers who have vacated the
camp and the refugees who are to ocoupy the camp in safety.
For the same reason the sentence pointing out that the
refugees will be predominantly women and children is included
in the suggested redraft abovs.

Page 3, paragraph 4:

"$ith the cooperation of the United Nations, we are
determined to insure that these and other refugees from
death may live again on their own soil. To this end the
principal United Nations involved have already pledged that
each of them will receive after the war its nationals who
havs fled for their lives and have been given asylum in
other countries. These nations have also made it a part
of their settlsd polioy to insure such conditions in enemy
and enemy occupled countries as will permit all perscns
who have been forced to flee from these countries to return.
These humane principles already have the support of the
United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, Luxembourg,
Yugoslavia, Norway, The French Committee, Greece, Belgium,
Foland, Czechoslovaekia, and the Netherlands,"

Comment s Delete the entire paragraph.

The pledges of the United Nations Governments referrad
to have not been made public by the conoerned Governments.
The project of the joint statement by the Governments om
this subjeot has never been pressed to a conclusion because
of the difficulty in securing agreement on the draft of the
statement to be issued, It would appear inappropriate for
the Exeoutive to state the policy of the Goverrments listed
in the above parageaph without olearance with those Govern-
ments in advance.

Pnﬁc 3
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Page 3, paragraphs 6, 6, and 7;:

"I+ is my hope that other interested nations will
also expand their already existing programs of asylum.
In this way we shall have a plan and a program that
will represent the triumph of the forces of decency
in a war-torn world.

"I am convinced that the emergency action which has
been taken will make possible the saving of additional
lives. I am also convinced that such action will
effectively contribute to the sucocessful prosecution
of the war by inspiring in the minds of all oppressed
peoples a conviction of the sincerity and effectiveness
of a democracy.

"1t is indeed fitting that this great Nation, which
by the very nature of its conception has always been a
refuge for the fugitive from injustice, oppression and
persecution, should now furnish to those whose very
lives are threatened by Hitler the sanctuary and asylum
which since biblical times have been afforded the de-
fenseless by civilized peoples.”

Comment 3 Delete all three paragraphs.

The basic reason for taking the proposed Executive
action is the emergency situation in Italy. The fore-
going three paragraphs suggest other motives which tend
to make the emergency nature of the situation in Italy
less convinecing.
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May 8, lb44

MEMORAWDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

Attached is & memorandun discussing the propossl that this
Govermment provide temporary havens of refuge in this country for
oppressed panELau escaping from Hitler - these people to e Elacni
in camps established in this country and to remain there untll the
tarmi::ﬁinn of the war at which time they will ve returned to their
homeL .

Under this proposal the refugees would be brought into the
country outside the reguler imaigration procedure just as civilian
internees of Latin American countries have been brought here and
placed in internment camps. There could be no objection on security
prounds any more than in the case of prisoners of war.

The overwhelming humanitarien reasons for takin% this aection,
and the considerations involved in deciding whether this step should
be taken now by Executive action or submitted to Congress, are
discussed in the memorandum, which indieates the views of the

Board members on this matter.

The Board has decided that, in view of the ortance end
urgency of this question end the great responsibility invelved in
reaching a final determination as to what ghould be done, the whole
matter should be submitted to you for your consideration.

fmong the possible courses of mction which you will of course
went to consider are:

(1) Consultation with eppropriate members of Congress with
a view to Executive action.

(2) Putting the program into effect at omce by Executive
action.

(3) Presidential messuge submitting the matter to Congress
ror urgent actiom.

(4) Having a bill first introduced in Congress, followed
by & Presidential message urging its imaediate enactment.

Covlege 31020
Secretary Sthte.
Cjﬁm"/my""m.{%"
Secretary of the Treasury.

%,Am -

Secretary of War.

Attachment.
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day 18, 1944

JEMORAIDUM 00 WH PiGSIDELT

On May 11, 1944 I discussed with you & pronosal of the ler
fiefugee Doard that gongideration be given to the pctablishnent in
this country of temporary havens of refuge. I attach hereto the
gworandws on this subject signed by the memuvers of the Board.

Iuring the course of our diccussion 1 enphesized the preat importance
of & messurs of this kind to the succsss of the Board's program, both
in its psycholorical a:s%act and in the actual evacustion of refugees
from en territory. a.so mentioned the nwaerous indications of
& favorsble publie reception of such & step.

You wiil recall your view thet if an eaergency situction should
apice in which it became importaat to bring & reintively small nwiber
of pefurees to this country in order to pave the way for the saving
of additional lives, you would be fevorebly disposed to tale such e
step, informing the Congress of your actlon.

guch & situssion has now developed in Ifaly.

is & result of the limited fecitities in that part of Italy
gnder Allied coatrol, the i litary forces have nob feen able, rensral-
1y sneaixing, to encourage the escepe of Nfugaas to Itely from eneay
tervitory, and for this reason, the escape ol the lerzest possible
nwaver of refugees has been prevented. ‘oreover, the problen of the
care of the falrly substentiel nuaber of refugeas wiho hove arrived
in Itely br their omn elforts, hes consbituted a considerable burden
to the miilterr authorities. Guite recently the facilities for the
sares of refurees in southern Itely have becone so overtexed that the
aliitary anthorities huve tekea ztens sctunily to discourape the
esease of [urther refugress to thet area from Cerman occuplé terri=-
topies until meny of the refuzess now in Italr can be moved to havens
of refuge slsewiere.

*his situation not oniy prevents the rescue of neonle in Yugo-
slavia who ere being indiserininetely slauchtered by the Germns, but
'S

also interferes with elforts to rescus Jeus, Irom their desperate
nlizht in Jungery, through Tug oslavie.

ipreaver, the military suthorities ars now insisting that a
aumber of refugees be token elsewhere without deley in order to
relieve the eongestion. The Apitish suthorities have becn and are
FENOVING refugees froa Italy To camps in Egypt. However, in
order to meet the problem, some refucees must be resoved promptly
Lo other areas. The military suthorities have suzrested thet
approximately 75U refugees be taken el once froa southern Iialy
to Caup Lysubey near ledials, iiorocco. It is our view that such e
step is not feesible for the followlng reasons:

(L) "he ludth representetive in char-s of supervising Cemp
Lreutey has advised thut in the pz'a.mnt eirenistances it wiil not be

nossivle to cnre for aore then the e-proxisately 300 relucess who eve
being uroucht to the cwip Irom Speins
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(2) The L-ringinﬁ of refurees from Italy would practically
exhaust thz quota of 2,000 which may be taken to thet eamp, thus
interfering with our effort to increase the number of refuzees
sseaping from Frence to Spein by removingz them to Camp Lyautey as
soon as they enter Spain.

To insist thet the British or French take additional refugees
when we ourselves are taking none, would in the best of ceses involve
lony deleys end would be unsatisfactory froa many points of view.

his emercency situation iz, I belleve, exactly the type of
sitnekion whiech you hed in mind. we can breck this bottleneck by
imuedietely bringiag to the United States e-proximately 1,000 refugees
fron southern Itoly end plecing then in an unused /ruy cwin tlong the
Lastern seaboerd, where they would remsin until the end of the war,
This step will not only enable us actuelly to brins more neople out
of enemy territory, but will also demouscrate to the Germens and to
the world that our refuree policy 1s being irpLlemented b sction. In
this conneesion it shonld be emphasized that in view of allitary
developments the notential eccape rouie throuzh Tugoslavie from
“un-ary end the Palkens is of mrimery importance and should be
exnloited to the full pefore the situation arein changres.

Vo (Ve
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Vay 18, 1944

70 THE PRESIDENT

Atteched are the following documents:

(L) _iemorandum outlining emergency refugee
situstion in Italy which requires urgent solution
not only to save additiomal lives but also to
relieve the burden on mi.itary suthorities. This
situation more than justifies carrying out your
suzcestion for bringing epproximately 1,000 refu-
gees to this couniry to be placed in & war Refugee
Center,

(2) A draft of a messaze to be sent to Congress
at the appropriate time, informing them of the action
taken.

(3) A cable from you to Lobert ilurphy, esking
him to make imsediate errangements for the trens- 2 259
portation to the United States from Italy of approx-
imetely 1,000 refugees of various catezories.

(4) A memorandum from you to the Secretaries
of War, lavy, and Interior, the Director of the
Budget and the Executive Director of the liar
sefugee Board, requesting them to make arrangements

for receiving these refugees in the United States.

N 1
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MELORANDUM RE: Establishment of Tempor Havens
of Refuge in the United States.

In the Executive Order creating the War Refugee Board you
directed that the Board make appropriate recommendations to you
to overcome any difficulties encountered in the rescue and relief
of war refugees.

Although the Board has slready initiated meny measures which,
if fully in{lamlntad, may result in saving many lives, there is
one basic obstacle which lies athwart ell our efforts. This is
the simple fact that the United lations have not been prepared to
supnly even temporary havens of refuge for substantisl numbers of
the persecuted peoples of Europe, particularly the Jews.

Why This Is The Main Obstacle

The following brief summery will reveal why this constitutes
the basic weakness in owur whole program.

(1) Our best chance of saving many people from death, articu-
larly after recent events in the Balkans, lies in an effort to
sonvince the Hitlerite forees, and more particularly their function-
aries and subordinates, that it is in their interest to spare the
lives of these people. In this connection, the statement issued
by you on March 24, which is being given the widest possible
EFh jeity in German controlled territory, will of course be most
elpful toward this end, especially if followed by concrete zotion.

(2) And thers is also an opportunity to actually bring some
of these people out of enemy territory. The recent devel nts
in the Balkans may limit cpportunities thers, but there still remains
e possibility of stimaleting the flow of refugees to Spain and
Switzerlend.

{3) It is essential to both of these avenuss of approach,
however, that we and our allies convince the world of our sincerity
and our willingness to bear our share of the burden. Thus, great
substence would be added to our threats, and other countries would
be much more ready to cooperate in aiding the escape of refugees,
if we made it clear now by action that our doors are open to these
people.

(4) The United Nations must not merely threaten our eneni es
and ask them to stop killing Jews; the United Nations must them-
salves offer the Jews a haven. Only in that way can the great
moral issue involved be made clear.

Such & step would show the Germans clearly that our
threats of punishment end promises of action are not mere words.
It is even possible that after such an announcement the Germans
might be prepured to release or permit the escape of these
persecuted peoples.
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(6) And such a atag would certainly cause the neutral
countries to encourage the entry of more refugees into their
territory since tha{ would then lmow that they would not be
required to keep all refugees until the war ends. Thus, one

of the reasons why we are not meeting with any success in Spain

is the faet that the Spaniards eare not convineced that we wi

teke the refugees off their hands. Although we have been stating
for a long while that we are go to teke the Jewish refugees in
Spain to Eamp Lyautey at Fedhala (near Casablanca) in North Africa,
none have been moved there to date. And elthough several hundred
are expected to be moved there shortly, under the agreement with
the French authorities only 2000 refugees mey be in this small

cemp at any one time. The Spaniards of course know of this
limitation and of the reluctant attitude of the French, which
attitude has been the main reason for the long delay in moving
these refugees. And the inarticulate major premise of the French
attitude is the conviction thet such refugees are to be dumped and
left in French Africa and that neither the United States nor Great
Britain will receive them.

Proposed Solution

Many private organizations, as well es John Pehle and his
sta’f, have strongly recommended that this Government act at once
in this humenitarian cause and announce to the world that we will
provide temporary havens of refuﬁe in this country for all oppressed
peoples esceping from Hitler - these people to be placed in camps
established in this country and to remain there until the termination
of the war at which time tﬂay will be returned to their homelands.

lature and Benefits of Proposal

{1) Under this grupusnL the refugees would be treated in
effect as prisoners of war. They would be brought into the country
outside the regular immigration procedure just as civilien internees
trom Latin American countries have been brought here and placed in
internment s. o violation or attempt to evade immigration

laws would be involved sinece the refugees woula remain only until
the termination of the war and wbuld not eome in under the quota
system. There could be no objection on security grounds any more
than in the case of prisoners of war.

(2) The principal United Nations involved have already agreed
that each of them will receive after the war its netionals who have
fled for their lives and have been given asylum in other countries.
These netions have also agreed that it is a part of their settled
policy to assure such conditions in enemy ans enemy occupied
countries as will permit the return thereto of all persons displaced
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therefrom who have sought refuge elsewhere. This sgrsemant,
already concurred in by the United States, Great Britain, the
Soviet Union, Luxembourg, Yugoslavie, Torwey, The French Committee,
Grzece, E;iﬁium, Poland, Cgechoslovakia, and the letherlands should
serve to make ciear to those concerned that such refupees &s mey

be accepted in camps here will be returned to their homelands at
the end of the wer.

(3) The hunanitarian considerations which might be urged
azainst the confinement of the refugees are answered Ly the simple
£§ct Egat treating them as prisoners of war is better than letting

en die.

(4) The general idea has been discussed with & number of
orgenizations, Jewish and non-Jewish, and they have ail expressed
their approvel. lost of them feel that it is by far the biggest
step the Board cen take to sceomplish the purposes tor which it
was established.

(5) The necessity for unilateral action now by this Government
lies in the fact that we cannot axPant others to do what we ourselves
will not do, and if we are to ect in time we must taie the lead.

(6) The practical effect of such & step by the United States
might be tremendous. Qur a.lies would without doubt follow our
lead. That this country, which has always been a refuge for the
fugitive from injustice, oppression aad persecution, snoula take
the Laauarshii in this wzatter would be in keeping with our heritege
end with our ideals of liberty and justice.

(7) In the hearts and minas of all peoples under Nezi domina-
tion and throughout the world zuch sction might well nave an effect
very much favorsble to our shole war effort end to our reputation
gs & nation which has elwels carried the torch in greet undertakings.

In a report to the Wer iefugee Board in esrly llarch,
Ira Firschpenn, the Boerd's represencative in Turkey, concluded &s
iollows:

4] aw sure you wiil pe gretified to lezrn that
githough still on the thresohold, the work of the lWar
Refuree Board has injected new life aud hope into
thousands of down-trodden, tormented refugees throughout
the uropean continent. This ig not my opinion but one
that is confirmed by all of the refugees I interviewed
during my visit in %utnnbul. The first Jewish refugees
of Turkisn origin just arrived from France said to me
feelingly, 'For two years there hes been only one phrase
on everyone's lips - vhen are the Americans eomingh'
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(8) Even if no refugees were ever sctually brought to
these camps, the mere announcement of our readlness to receive
them would remove the basie obstacle to our efforts to save them.
In view of guogrﬁigicnl and time factors, it is not likely that
nany refugees wo actually come to the United States. The
important thing is that we offer to receive them.

Question of Congressional Approval

Seeretary Hull, Secretary lorgenthau and Secratary Stimson
carefully considered this proposal at the meeting of the Board on
dapch 21. There was no disegreement as to the potential benefits
of such & program, and all tga menbers of the Board egreed that
the matter snould be presented to the President.

Secret Stimson in particular felt that it was a metfer
which should be presented to Congress ior its approval. Secretary
Stimson's views on this, in his own words, are as rollows:

“'he principal objection which I had to the proposal to bring
these refugees into the United States was uy fear that the proposal
would be considered so at variance with the poliey of our immizration
laws thet the President should not undertake it without conferring
with and obtaining the consent of Congress. The reasons were as
follows:

“"Our present immigration laws were the result of a very deeply
held feel of our people that the future immirration of recial
stocks should be so limited s to coincide with the existing ratio
of such stocks already within the country. Furthermore these laws
sere adopted at the close of the last wer by overvhelaing majorities
of our Congress ior the purpose of preventing the entrance into this
country of large bloclks of lmuigrants who were likely to come from
the very countries in which most of the present refugess with whom
we are concerned now orizinate. Our people then showed that they
stroagly feared that an uncontrolled imiigration from such countries
would modify the proportion of the raciel stocks already existing
in our own population and would introduce into the United States
aany people who would with difficulty be assimilated into our own
population and brourht into conformity with our own institutions
and traditions.

"] fear that your proposal would meet with a similar reaction
fron our people today who would feel that it was merely the beginning
of & permanent immigration. This would be accentuated if it was
carried through by Executive suthority alone end without the assent
of Congress.

"One of the considerations wiiech faces us in atteapting to
obtain the consent of the European nations to take these people off
our hands at the end of the war is that many of these countries are
not now free to make valid commitments supported by responsibla
governments.
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- "But even if the obtaining of such coumitments were possible,

I am informed that the mere introduction of these pecple today on
such & scale and for humanitarian purposes alone would be conirary
to existing imericen law. In this connection I am not at all clear
that the war power of the President would be held to cover & irans-
n;ti;n like s which hes no direct connection with the prosecution
of the war.

“For these reasons I feit then and feel now that it would be
unwise to advise the President to take such a step without the
consent of Congress.

"it our meeting &t which this was aiscussed I think you stated
your belief that it would be impossible to get the consent of Congress.
tn reflection I am not at ail sure that you are right. If presented
with the support of the overwhe humanitarien ressons and with
adequate saieguards for returning the reiugees to their own countries,
I am not &t all sure that the measure could not be cerried. If thus
presented, the Congress would be gbls to tuke such preceutions as
1t would deem necessary and would be consulted in regerd to the
financial raa-nnsibilitg which it is quite evident that this country
must ultimately assume.

The Attorney General has informally advised the Doard that
if you wish to put this progrem into eflect without Congressional
approvel, legal justificution could be found for such a temporary
arrangement. The Attorney General believes, however, thet in view
of tne attitude of the Comgress owerd &ii immiprstion policles
it would be unwise for you to teke the proposeu action without
Congressional epproval having been first octeined.

Secretery Hull and Secretary uorgenthau feel Lhal before
teking any sction you snould consult with appropriate members ol

Congress.

In considering whether this step should be teken now b{
Executive action or submitted to Congress for its approval the
following points should aiso be borne in mind:

{1) Time is of the essence and, even assuming Congressional
appru?aﬁ could eventually be obtained, it might be too late to do
any goods

(2) If, as many believe, the imnediate adoption of this
wrozran 1s fundamental to our efforis to save many peo la from
%eath, the question arises as to whether you should no act at once,
as you did in the case of the deliver of deslroyers to Great
Bpitain - teking the iesdership in molding publie opinion in
gupport of the action.

(3) 1If the proposal were nut up to Congress and Congress
failed to act, the result mizht be to minimize the rains which
have slready resulted from your establishment of the ilar Refuges
Board.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 4

May 70, 1€44.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

You know all about this.
Wwill you lat me have your slant

on the proposed message?

Fl D- H'l

Memorandum for the President from J. W. Pehle,
5/18/44, transmitting memorandum outlining emergency
refugee situation in Italy, draft of a message to

be sent to Congress, in re bringing 1,000 refugees
to this country to be placed in a War Refugee
Center, cable from the President to Hobert Murphy,

in re errangement for transportition of these refugees
and a memorandum from the President to the Secretaries
of Wer, Nevy end Tnterior, the Director of the
Budget and the Executive Direct af the War Refugee
Board, requesting them to mnke arrangements for
receiving thesexxsg refugees in the 1.5,
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, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (|, o ) ars O B
MR\REFUGEE BOARD ) =

i MAY 20 1944

MEMORANDUM TO: CONFIDENT 1AL

gggrgtg;x Hull
ecretary Morgenthau

Becretary Stimson.

As you have already been informally advised, 1 saw the
President on May 11, 1944, and handed to him the memorandum
signed by each of you. A photostatic copy of this memorandum

ie enclosed.

The Preeident began by saying that he had heard that the
War Refugee Board was dolng a very good Job, particularly in
his reporte from occupied territory. He saiﬁ that he had heard
that many refugees had been very disheartened and about ready
to glve up before the Board was established, but the establish-
ment of the Board and its activities had given many pecople new
hope and that he was very pleased.

I summarized to the President the contents of the memorandum,
etreesing the feelings of the individual Board members with
respect to obtaining Congressional approval or advice. The
Precldent was very sympathetic with the proposal. He commented
that he did not like the words "free port" because he felt that
these words did not indicete clesrly enough that the refugees
brought to the United States would return after the war; and
he suggested we find a more sultable name. I menticned to the
Presldent the possibllity of using a War Relocatlon Authority
camp at Jerome, Arkansas, soon to be vacated of Japanese. The
President felt that it would be preferable to kKeep the refugees
in the Atlantlie Seaboard ares and mentioned that there were a
number of Army camps in this sectlion which had been or would
soon be vecated and which could be used for thie purpose. He
stated that the refugees could be brought to the United States
in returning Army transporis.

I showed the President the clippings of news 1tems and
editorial comment on the "free port" proposal and also the
orgenizational support now behind thle proposal, including the
A. F. of L., the C. I. 0., the Federsl Council of Churchee of
Christ, the Y. W. C. A,, and many others. The Presldent seemed
pleased at the substantial favorable publicity which the proposal
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had received. He indicated, however, thatl without Congressional
approval he would be reluctant to issue an announcement that
large numbers of refugees were to be admitted to the United
States. Instead he salid that 1f there were a specific situatlion
involving approximately 1000 refugeee he would be willing to
bring the refugees into the United States and at the same tlme
send a message to Congress indicating what he had done and the
reasons for the action. He asked me to send him a further
memorandum outlining any such situation and indicatling how

the matter could be handled.

There is attached hereto a copy of a memorandum to the
President, dated May 18, 1944, which has been transamltted to
him, with the documents referred to therein. These memoranda
deal with an emergency situatlion of the type which the President
apparently had in mind, arising in connection with the influx
of refugees into Allled Italy and the need of additlonal havens

L L] i EIIEG ’

ive Director. L o
1 RESEs x BT

Enclosures
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1. Attached is a copy of a memorendum to interested spency heeds and a
seble to /mbassador robert Murphy in Alglers, both of which heve been
signed by the President.

5, Statement of action teken. Arrengements heve been made to bring to
this country a4t once o gru:imatali 1,000 refugees who have fled from their
homelends to southern Italy. Such refugees :ill be Elace& in Fort Cntario
near Oswego, liew York, where under sppropriate security restrietions they
wiil pemein for the duration of the war. This refugee erea has peen desig-
nated an Emergency ihefusee Shelter. These refugees are being brought here
outzive of the reguler imiigration procedure, just as prisoners of war have
been brought here. lere they will receive the humane treatment which our
civilization provides, end here they will ve scfe. Upon the terninetion of
the wer they will be sent back to their homelands. ﬁiile the VWnr Hefugee
Boerd is charged with the overall responsibility for this project, the lrmy
will take the necessary security preceutions and the actus administration
of the csmp will be in the hends of the Wer Relocatlon Authority.

The necessery health checks will be made to avoid bringing here persons
afflicted with any loathsome, dangercus or contacious disease.

a, Tpeeney of situation. Over 1800 refugees ver week have been pouring
into Italy Trom Tugoslovia. In view of the military situation in Italy

the mumber of refuress who cen be sccommodated there is limited. Due to
the large influx of refupees, facilities in Itely for their cere have
becone overtaxed. This situstion hes prevented the escape of the lergest
poscible mumber of refugees, end hes pleced en sdditional und substan iel
turden on the military suthorities in Italy.

4. Increase of existing fmcilities in liediterraneen Area, llany refugees
in southern ILely heve bEen and 2re baiig moved to oamps in the liddle

Last - steps are under wey to incresse the quota of these cemps from 25,000
to 40,000, A number of refugees are being moved to Palestine., A coup hes
#lso peen set up neer Ceseblanca to which refugees escening from Spain are
being taken. Steps are also being teken to increese substantislly existing
refugee fecilities in Itely in non-military zones. .

Se ﬁacassi§¥ for other havens., Beceuss of the large number of refugees
escaping to ] T8 necescary to find other hevens. An immediste
survey is being made with 2 view to finding edditionel havens in the
llediterranesn area, perticularly in Tripolitenia, Cyrenaica, Sicily and

the Isle of Cyprus.

7. Tecessity of this country doing its shere. It seeued indispencable
thnt'fEE'UEIEeE TTates in Keeping with our heritage and our ideais of
liberty and justice take immediate steps to shere the responsibility

for meeting the problem. This country has always been a refuge for the
fuzitive from injustice, oppression and persecution, and it is nerticular
fitting thet we should now furnish to those whose very lives are threstene
by Hitler the senctuary and asylum which since biblical times have been
aiforded the defenseless by civilized peoples.

7. 'imeliness of esction. We and our allies have unleashed the forces
hichwill sssure The Tinal military defest of Hitler and his minions.
Cor.centrating s we must upon the destruction of the military forces
opposed to us, we should not allow ourselves to forget Hitler's cim to
salvage from militery defeat vietory for liazi principles - the very prin-
ciples which this war must desiroy unless we shell heve fought in wain.
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e must be vipilant to combat this menace with the same intensity end
vigor which the Allied forces are todey eaploying on the field of bL:ttle.
The liszl program of mess exterminetion of minorities is but one mani-
festation of Hitler's aim, &nd, reslizing that they have lost the wer,
the azis apparently are determined to complete this progrem quickly

and ruthlessly.

8, Administretive errangements und fineneing.

Eng llousing end eguipment will be provided by the irmy

b} Personnel and administretion will be proviced by Wer felocation
huthority

{e¢) Until UKIRA is in & position to assume rasponsibility, food

and other sup-iies will be bought with funds of Foreign War

Relief Approoristion and Viar Lefugee Board.

4., Information on Cmmp Ontario. Wiil nouge at least 2000 refucees; brick
buildings end well Dul.t oerracas; neat; hosnitel; evmasium; theater;
fully equipped; ready for occupency.
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PROPOSED MESSAGE BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE CONGRESS

Cengress has repeatedly manifested ites deep concern with
the plf}rhl plight Ff'th-_pgrlnnqytl minorities in Europe

MPROOUSED FRGM MOLDSNGS AT THE TIAMAN B COSEVEY LIMAARY

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

&

June 8, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EARLY:

Attached heretoc is the
informational material on the Emergency
Refugee Shelter for the President's

prese conference Lomorrow.

. W. Fehle
utive Diresctor.

Attechmente
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PROPOSED MESSBAGE BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE CONGRESS

Congress has repeatedly manifested ite deep concern with
the pitiful plight of the persecuted minorities in Europe
whose lives are each day being offered in sacrifice on the
altar of Nazi tyranny.

This Nation is appalled by the systematic persecutlion of
helplese minerity groupe by the Nazie. To us the unprovoked
murder of innocent people slmply because of race, religlon or
politieal ersed ig the blackest of all possible crimes. BSince
the Nazies began this campalgn many of our citizens in all
walks of life and of all puﬁtlm and religious persuasions
have expressed our feeling of repulsion and our anger. It 1s
a matter wlth respsct to which there ls and can be no division
of opinion amonget ue.

As the hour of the final defeat of the Hitlerlte rnruu(

Lneass, the fury of their insane desire to out Jewlgh & &mad
race in Europe continues undiminished t
have lost the war, the Nazls are dete o complete thelr™ -

ned t
?rﬂg’rﬁl of mass extermination. Thie program is but one mani-
estation of Hitler's alm to salvage from military defeat
victory for Nazl principles - the very principles which thie
war must destroy unlese we shall have fought in waln.

This Government has not only made clear ite abhorrence
of this inhuman and barbarous activity of the Hazis, but, in
cooperation with other governments has endeavored to alleviate
the conditlon of the persecuted pecples. In January of this
year I determined that thie Government should intensify 1lts
afforte to combat the Nmzl terror. Accordingly, I established
the War Refugee Board, composed of the Secretarles of State,
Treasury and War. This Board was charged with the responsl-
bility of taking all action consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war to rescue the victims of enemy oppres-
slon in lmminent danger of death and to afford such victlms
all other poeeible relief and assistance. It was entrusted
with the sclemn duty of translating this Government's humani-
tarlan poliecy into prompt actlion, thus manifestl once again
in a concrete way that our kind of world and not Hitler's will
prevall. Its purpose is directly and closely related to our
whole war effort.

Bince ite establishment, the War He ee Board, acting
through a full time adminletrative staff, s made a direct
and forceful attack on the problem. COperating quietly, as
is appropriate, the Board, through its representatives in
various parts of the world, has actually succeeded in saving
the lives of innocent people., Not only have rafugess been
evacuated from enemy territory, but many measuree have been
taken to protect the lives of those who have not been able to
escape.

Above all, the efforts of the Board have brought new hope
to the oppressed peoples of Europe. This statement is not
idle epesculation. From various gources, I have recelved word
that thousands of people, wearled by their years of reslstance
to Hitler and by their sufferinge to the point of glving up
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the struggle, have been given the will and desire to continue
by the concrete manifestation of this Government's desire to
do all possible to ald and rescue the oppressed.

To the Hitlerites, their subordinates and functionaries
and eatellites, to the German people and to all other peoples
under the Nazl yoke, we have made clear our determination to
punish all participants in these acts of savagery. In the
name of humanity we have called upon them to spare the lives
of these innocent people.

Notwlthstanding this Government's unremltting efforts,
which are unntinuing. ths numbers actually rescusd from the
Jawa of desath have been small compared with the numbers still
facing extinotion in German territory. Thie is due principally
to the fact that our enemiss, despite all our appeale and our
willingness to find havens of refuge for the oppreseed peoples,
perslst in their flendish exterminatiopn campalgn and actively
prevent the intended victims from escaping to safety.

In the face of thisg attitude of our enemies we must not
fall to take full advantage of any opportunity, however limited,
for the rescue of Hitler's victims. We are confronted with a
moet urgent sltuation.

Therefore, I wleh to report to you today concerning a etep
which I have Just taken in an effort to save additional lives
and which I am certain will meet with your approval. You will,
I am sure, appreciate that this measure is not only conalstent
with the successful prosscution of the war, but that 1t was
eesential to take actlon without delay.

Even before the Allied landing in Italy there had been a
substantlial movement of persecuted p:og;;u of various races
and nationalities Into that country. 8 movemeant was
undoubtedly prompted by the fact t, desplte all attempte
by the Fasclets to stir up intolerance, the warm-hearted
Italian people could not forsake thelr centuries-old tradition
of tolerance and bhumanlitarianism. The Allisd landings swelled
this stream of fleeing and hunted peoples seeking sanctuary
behind the gune of the United Natione. However, in view of
the military situation in Italy, the number of refugees who
can be accommodated there 1s relatively limited. The Allied
military forces, in view of thelr primary responsibility, have
noet been able generally speaking to encourage the escape cof
refugees from enemy territery. Thls unfortunate sltuation has
preventad the escape of the largest possible number of refugees.
Furthermore, as the number of refugees living in southern Italy
increases, their care constitutes an additional and substantial
burden for the military authorities.

Recently the facllities for the care of refugees in
southern Italy have become so overtaxed that unlese many refu-
e8 who have already escaped to that area and are arriving

ly, partiocularly from the Balkan countries, can be promptly
removed to havens of refuge elsewhere, the escape of refugees
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to that area from German oocupied territory will be serilously
impeded, It was apparent that prompt action was neceseary to
meet this situation. Many of the refugeee in southern Italy
have been and are being moved to temporary refuges in the
territory of other United and friendly nations. However, in
view of the number of refugees still in southern Italy, the
problem could not be solved unless temporary havens of refuge
were found for some of them in still other areas. In view of
this most urgent esituation it seemed indispensable that the
United States in keeping with our heritage and our ideals of
liberty and justice take immediate steps to share the respon-
eibility for meeting the problem.

Accordingly, arrangements have been made to bring
immediately to this country approximately 1,000 refugees who
have fled from their homelande to southern Italy. Upon the
termination of the war they will be sent back to their home-
lands. These refugees are predominantly women and children.
They will be placed on their arrival in a vacated Army camp
on the Atlantic Coast where they will remain under appropriate
gecurity restrictions.

The Army will take the necessary acuurit{ precautions
and the camp will be administered by the War elocatlion
Authority. The War Refugee Board is charged with overall
reeponeibility for this project.



The Following Pages Are the Best Available



spatcied ©O Looert
A A 0 T
FELSELENTS 106 Lie

outside of
Cntario near
with the

ke the

teken es expeditiously

e

(1) The War Departn and the Lavy Devartment shall send
whatever instructions ere necessery to the military authorities in
Italy end Lorth Africa to expedite the transportation of these
refuzees to the Unifted States. ;

(2) The Var Department snall errange to furnish and properly
equip Fort Onterio to receive these refugees; shall arrange for thelr
transportation from the port of arrival to the camp; and shall arrange

for the necessaery security precautlons.
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REFRCOUCTD FROM MOLDEOS AT TWE FRAMLM B RCOSIDVELT LMRART

Ny 12, 1944

Your letter is being foreardsd to
¥r. J. %. Pehls, Executive Director, far = FH7Y
fefuges Board, with the request that he give
t due consideration end further scknowledgment.

Very siocersly yours,

(Msy B, 15944 = Let, to the President calling attention to
resolution adopted by American Federation of Labor at ita
last comvention held during October 1543) says u.u.m- af
men and women who compose rank and fils of wabizaw
Amorican Federation of Labor membarship went on

record urging the United States to grant at loast
temporary asylum to victims of Hitler's bestial
parsecution®* Orpges the President to cause the creation
of "free ports®” in this cantry for refugee victima of
R

bofin T i . Pehdy
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May 12, 1944

MEMORANDUM FCR

Hon. John W. Pﬂﬂ-.
Executive Director,
War Refugee Board

In accordance with Mr, Hassett's
instructions, I am forwarding herewith
copy of the letter which he addressed
to Hon, William Oreen, President of the
American Federation of Labor.

I understand thit you have a copy

of Mr. Green's letter to the President,
dated May eighth.

Alice Winegar
Secretary to MR. HASSETIT

Attachment

A
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

mur 1944

Mr. William D. Hassett,
Secretary to the President.

Pursuant to your request there is attached hereto
a reply for your signature to the letter of May & from
William Green, President of the American Federation of Labor.
Mr. Green's letter is returnmed herewith.

For your information, I showed Mr. Green's letter

to the President when I saw him this morning.

P&t

tive Director.

Attachments
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Dear Mr. Groen:

This will acknowledge receipt of your
1ﬁmﬂw3mmm-mdmm
temporary asylum in the United States for vietims
of ensmy cppresalon. .

Your lﬂmub-iu:ﬁiulhdwth-
attention of the President and a copy has been sent
to the War Rafugee Board.

Very sinceraly yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the Presldent.

The Honorable Willjam Green,
President, Amerd Federation of Labor,

A. P, of L. ¥
Washington, D. n’y
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May 8, 1944

UEMOIANTOM FOR
NTr. ’m W. P‘m'

Execitive Dirsctor,
War Hafugee Board,

¥ith the return of the attached
lattar from Homo-able Willissm Green, will
you plesse be good snough to lat as have
a draft of an appropriate reply for ay

signature?

WILLTAM D. HASSETT
facretary to tha Prasidemt

Lettesr from Hon. Wm. Green, President, American
¥ederation of Labor, Hotel pdelphia, Philadelphis,
Pa., 5/R/4L, to the President, urging the Prasident
to cause tae creation of "free ports" in tnis
country for refugee victims of the cruel war - now,
bafore it is too late.



FEFRCOUCED FROM HOLDSNGS AT THE TRAMGLI 0 ACOSEVELT LISRARY

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

Execative Coonril
Prusbdust, Wilise Gasms
Besruiary- Tressre, Goosas Mnuen
A ol b Bebding, Weskingien, [ ©,

Plewt Vise- Prasbbewi, Wi L. Hovomses, Berantl Vies: Framless [famsy . Barem,
Carpustars’ Midg , Lodmspedis, ol [T ST T r—
Bt Viea- Frossdent, Marress Wo, Bigiiss Vies- Frosbdest, W, [, Manon.
B9 Lawingten Ave., Hew Tark, N. T, BT Jusiien B, P, 0. B 617, Mallpwssd, Pa.
Thiid Vios- Frosiiesi, Jossrs B, W, W Vs Frasidasy, Py il Ewiosy,
63 his Divive, Bavepip U8k, Las Sageiss, Callil, - Carmes’s Bldy ., Ksssss City, Ma.
Pamrts Vies- Prosblosi, 0. B B, Taalh View Frosides, Ewwiin P,
800 Fiftsssts B M. W, Washingiss, . 0. A Bidwwy Buliding, Dallsls, M. T
FUE Vies- Frestdesi, chw, M anssen, Elavsmth. ¥ s Frsabdust, w
Balimay Clawha’ lidg., Cimemmatl, 0. ey '#:lc-—»hd
Wi Vies- Presidend, Clamim. J, Toses, Tl
B3 Bt Wiigs B, Ladiaitgeia, [EeR—_—— m:.;
LONG DISTANCE TELEFHONE NATIOMAL BOT0-1-2-8-4 nﬂm:w&. i}
CABLE ADOMESS, AFEL. rt r' 3 ,PJ”
g 4P Uy
Wantngtonw -6~ CEive
# " . i
Hotel Adelphia,
Philadelphia, Pa.,
May 8, 19l

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Permit me to call your attention to a resclution adopted by
the American Federation of Labor at its last convention which was held
during October 1943. As you will no doubt recall, the millions of men and
woman who compose the rank and file of the American Federation of Labor
membership went on record urging the United States to grant at least tempo-
rary asylum to the victims of Hitler's bestial persecution. The term "free
port" had not been colned at that time but the sentiment of the membership
was and is nonetheless synomymous with the proposal.

I quote the following section from Resolution Ho. 73 which was L-e
adopted at the convention: "To this end, the American Federation of Labor x76°
calls upon the United Nations to take immediate steps to rescue the remain-
ing Jews of cccupied Burope. We call upon the United Nations, and ocur owmn
country, to provide for them temporary havens in their territorIss™.

I am writing at this time because I have learned that the War
Refugee Bozrd which you established recently is interested in what is
referred to as the "free port" plan. Please be advised that I fully and
unreservedly suppose this prcgram of rescue for refugees. I urge you to
effect the realization of this humanitarian measure, which is really a
small undertaking for a nation as great as ours. We are feeding, clothing
and housing over 130,000 captured Nazis while at the same time we have made
no move in the direction of alleviating the suffering of at least a small
fraction of that mumber.

I understand that tinmy Switzerland, despite its neutrality and
hazardous geographical position on the map of Europe, has welcomed to its
territory a far greater mumber of men and women driven out by the Nazis
than might be expected of her. These refugees live in camps and are per—
mitted mich more freedom of movement that the original "free port" sug-
gestion calls for.

I am proud to know that a great many newspapers in our country
have published editorials supporting this proposal. It is encouraging to
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note that the carnage in which mankind at present finds itself engaged
on a world-wide scale has not lessensd the American's traditional
sympathetic and humane attitude toward his fellow men.

I urge you, Mr. President, in my own name and in the name of all
the membars of the American Pederation of Labor to cause the creation of
nfree ports" in this country for refugee victims of the cruel war - now,
before it is too late. Such action on your part, I believe, will clear
the way for similar action in other parts of the Allied and nmeutral world.

: E []] ;;E = z
President
American f‘aduration of Labor.

I

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Mgy 8, 154,
Page 2.

x '»ig"rh
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(EMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

. # w2zl
The SecretaT, ol the Treasury
reports that you asied that a camp be
found for refuLees within 24 hours and
the War Departrent nas just inforued him
the, nave found a camp for 1000 refugees
at Fort .'l'ltE:.I'...{J‘k Uswego, lew YOrK.
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WB2® ML TWaelyaghon
LAKE GEORGE NY AUC B 1944 WG O 7 M B
F [ ROOSEVELT
WHITEHOUSE

QUR HEARTS ARE FILLED WITH THANKS TO YOU MR PRESIDENT FOR THE

SAVING OF THE LIVES OF OUR PARENTS MR AND MRS HORITZ EHRENSTAMM

WHO WERE GIVEN REFUGE FROM ITALY AT PORT ONTARIO. AS E;EH DAY
coD GIVES NEW LIFE AND FREEDOM TO MORE OPPRESSED SOULS WE HUMBLY
PRAY THMAT WE PRESERVES YOU FOR HUMANITYS NEEDS, AND GIVES YOU MANY
YEARS OF HEALTH AND HAPPINESS.

DR AND MRS SAMUEL E KRAMER

351 EAST 6ATH STREET NEW YORK CITY

*
PYT ADD H EHMRENSTAMM ASN 39138073 15T

EXPERIMENTAL DET AMERICAN PO APQ 327
CARE POSTMASTER MNEW YORK

wwent 3
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DAEDIATE RELEASE JIME 9, 1944

Following is the text of a cablegram sent by the President to
Asbassador Robert Murphy in Alglers:

W Information available to me indicates that there are
real possibilities of saving human lives by bringing more refugees
through Yugoslavia to southern Italy. I am slso informed that the
escape of refugees by this route has from time to time been greatly
impeded becauss the facilities in southern Italy for refugees have

‘been overtaxed. I am sdvised that this is the situation at the
present moment and that accordingly possibilities of increasing the
flow of refugees to Italy may be lost.

nT understand that many of the refugees in scuthern Ttaly -
have been and aré being moved to terporary havens in areas adjacent
to the Mediterransan and that efforts are being made to increase
existing refugee facilitice in these arens, I am most anxious that
this effort to take refupees from Italy to areas relatively close
by be intensified. -

mpt the saws tia - frel that it is important that the
United States indicats thut 1t is rewdy to share the burden of
caring for refugees during the wur. Accordingly, I bave decided
that appreximately 1,000 rifugees shuuld be immediately brought
from Italy to this couniwy, to be placod in an Emergency Refuges
Bhalter to be astablished at Fort Ontario near Oswego, New York,
where wnder appropriste sccurity restrictions they will remain for
the duraticn of the war., These refugees will be brought into this
country outside of the regular ismigration procedure just as
civilian internees from Latin American countries end prisoners of
war have been brought here. The Emergency Refugee Shelter will be
well equipped to take good care of these people. It is contemplated
that at the end of the war they will be returned to their homelands.

"You may assume that the Emergency Refugee Shelter will
be ready to receive these refugees when they arrive. I will appre-
ciate it therefore if you will arrange for the departure to the
United States as rapidly as possible, consistent with military
requirements, of approximately 1,000 refugees in scuthern Italy.
You may edll upon representotives of the War Refugee Board in
Alglers to assist you in this matter, The full cooperation af
our military and naval authoritiss should be enlisted in effect-
ing the prompt removal and transpertation of the refugces.,

nIn chossing the refugoes to be brought to the United
States, please beer in mind that to the extent possible those
refugees should be selectsd for whom other havens of refuge are
not immediately availatle. I should however like the group to
inelude a reasomable ;ioportion of wvarious categories of per—
secuted peoples who have [loc to Italy.

- wypy should bear in mind that since these refugess are
to be placed in & camp in the United States under appropriate
security restrictions, the grocedure for the selection of the
rafugees and errangemonts for bringing them here should be as
gimple and expeditious as possible, uncomplicated by any of the
usual formalities irvolved in admitting people to the United
States under the irmigration laws.

#lowever, please be sure that the necessary health
checks are mada to avoid bringing here persons afflicted with
any loathsome, dangerous or contagious disease.

#If you encounter any difficulties in arranging for
the prompt geparture of these refugees please lat me know,"

(ovER)
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Following is -mwntmmmnntwm—
President on June eighth to the Secretaries of War, Havy,
Interior, the Director of the Budget, and Exscutive Director
of the War Refugee Board:

wThere is attached a cable which I have dispatched
to Robert Murphy in Alglers, requesting that he make arrangement.s
for the departure to the United States as rapldly as possible
of approximately 1,000 refugees now in scuthern Italy.

nThese refugees will be brought into this country
outside of the regular immigraticn procedure and placed in Fort
Ontaric near Oswego, New York. VWhile the var Refugeo Board is
charged with the overall responsibility for this project, tha
Army shall take the necessary gacurity precautions so that those

refugees will remain in the camp ard the actual administration of
the camp is to be in the hands of the War Relocation Authority.

npceordingly, the follewing steps should be taken as
expeditiously as possible:

#{1) The War Department and the Havy Department shall
scnd whatover instru.tions are nocessary to the military authorities
in Italy and North Africa to expadite the transportation of theso
refugees to the United States.

(2] Tho ¥ar Department shall arrange to furnish and
properly equip Fert Ontario to reccivo these rofugoes; shall
arrange for their transportation from the port of arrival to the
camp; and shall arrangd for the necessary sccurity procautions.

#(3) Tho War Aolocation Authority shall make arrangomonts
to handle the actual administraticn of the camp, which will be
designated as an Emorgoncy Refugee Sheltor.

w(4) Until UMRRA is in & position to assume the finnneial
respensibilities imvolved, the Burcau of the Budget shall make
arrangements for finencing the project; using to the extent pos—
sible any available funds of the ¥ar Dopartment, the ¥ar fielocation
patherity, and the War Refugee Board, and from the Foreign War
Relief appropriation, and if necessary drawing upon tho Presidont's
Emargency Fund. v *
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT U

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTOM 25, D. C

QINCE OF THE June 13, 19bk

HEWORAHTUX FOH THE PHSSTLENT
a5
Atteched hersto for youf information ir & cable
received from ZJovert lurrhy indicating thet mrrenpenents
to bring refupees rrom 1taly to Fort Unterin sre poing
forvand ranialy. = T Sl

I thirk that you will elso be interested in the
toched editorials regparding the Imerpency iefugee
nter at Fort untario, which mpnesred in the lev York Y
Muep, the Hew York Hernld-Tribune, the Yeshington Poet, i
«nd the insningten Zvening Ster. All of the editorisl
and news comcent has been wery favorable.

You will also be nleseed to know that the Jritish.
covernrent hes now agreed to the nronoesl of the Sa x4 &

Jefupee Hoerd thet tewnorary hnavens for relfupeer be
estrblished in Trinelitenin,

=
L=
e

The Hritish indiceie that
the refucee center WALCH Srey rre orenared to eatrilish
with our cooneration will secomuodste onnroximately 1500
neocle, I think that this news ie of nextienler sirnifi-
ernce conine 2e it does at the time of your estubliehing
the crercency Hefuree Shelter here.

%ﬁc_—
77

attachruente,

X233
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wﬂm Perhaps we have nol bean a selective as

A should, Storles (1]
That the President bas sdopted s bea, (= s J_""'”""

frst brulted by Mr. Samuel Graflon, of “Irea _ . o oo qor how in lhe 14 Uy gol
poris™ for the delentlon and care of refugess viias  Then thers ls n barde of rith
from warlorn Europe is cause for gratifics parasites In New York who are
tan. The purpess of the plan Is to make It lintent cnly en keaplag ot of harm's way.
Mhpﬂm‘hﬂhrﬂmﬂh—:hmmmmﬂmlwwm
mmmummmmhmﬂ:ﬁwwmap
{mmigration regulations m..ﬂmmlm olher sitainments who would

have besn useful sdditions to the American
this procedure s the srrangement wheteby o yyion  Many of them ssught but
goods In International trade, not intended |ogiqn et admission. Some of them per-
far Import to this country, esn be held In |force have had to work for collaboratienist
mhu-m,uﬂlwmhmmh It is atrange thal we usé o

shipped to thalr ultimale destination. But much talent in the preciusive buying of ms-

terials and so little on tee preclusive acquire
mmﬂmmmnﬁbm.hhm“

put into u single camp, I & drop In e " Gineite reslulion ls @ belated st
buckat compared with the needs ’“'"'!hn#hmmumm-mmm
Gillette and stveral like-minded Senators feel ; the sympathiea of & greal pec-
ihat we can do mere, Of course we can, and be for the vietims of furor teutondcus, The
m,ﬂmmulm““u‘.w by it seska to promode is matienal, But

manitarian Towsn, which will eome before "'V;"'““h’"“h" “““1':“:““4 the ai.
the Senale Wednesday, will give the Sen- Nhlliuailld. hulmnln

alers & chamce to say so. The resolution sysiem of free portsfor the
wouldn't involvs the assumpiion of any re- le who, walering dreadful s
sponaibilily that could be called a burden. are peril of massacrs al the

mmmm:-pumum.‘“"“m I ememy,

where entries, selected by ihe War Refuges
Board, would be given temparary sasctuary,
Jtmbnnhuua-—rm-!ug
ﬂlm-nl“hﬁhldh‘lmh
Mtdiuﬂummmﬂ
excesses of Nagl bulchers

The prowdest tradition any counlry can
mumuh-umrn.mw
Mhmmm
are still jealous of that honor. France wad
 notabls sxampbe 1 she was selzed by the
whﬂhmmﬁtnﬂlhﬂn
wuch sympathetie sanctusry, Sweden and
Switzeriand have construed their neutralily
18 & mandate to guccoer ihe hunted {rom other
pallons. Humgary till she was overrun wai
bospitabile o the Jews fesing from Ger-
mARY. Our country, which bas been #n-
ﬂehlhlhmhiﬂ'ﬂh.mhu
' done what it could within ihe restrictions
of The TeMigration statules and has o right
w-wm:—m_lhmum'lﬁ.'
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the plight of thoss greal numbérs
of people who have been uproobed
by the war and put o flight by the
|Nazls, Lifs has dealt harshly with
thess men, women and children,
and they need the mupport of avery|
p.lllnq.'mll.nn-r‘l'lll-lhl.'l\lnl
for them. Herelofare Lhe United
Hiates has Mmited il asslstance to
! diplomatic efforts Lo establlsh homes
for them In other lands; now, on
the strengih of the Presldenl's de-
elslon, we shall share directly in the

surprisingly - smail
and perhapa we shall find it desir-
mble, later on, to open our doars £a
many more—a gesture contempinted
by & Congressional propossl to sel
up several “free porla”™ Lo mccom=
modate additional thousands In
any event, no one with Lhe Jeast
humanitarisn impulse will g
. the Niness of Mr. Roosevell's E
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Haven for Europe's Relugees

The President's press conference state-
mEni sa-ihe rescue of refugetifess Naxl
Europe brings some encouraging news. The
wrrangementa for the tranafer to & bempo-
rary haven at Port Ontario, New York, of &
thousand refugees from overcrowdid exmps
In southern Maly means that this eountry s
mdnmumlumumu-
blllty for refugees’ care, The fact Lhat campe
in Ttaly are overcrowded means Lhat tens ol
thousands are escaplng. The United Natlon:
Relief and Rehabllitation Adminlstration
supplementing the Presldent’s news, report
that simce May 1 six refuges centers In the
Middie East have been housing 40,500 Greeks
and Yugosiavs, mastly women and children,
and that the number is expected Lo swell ta
54,000 soon. These cenbels mre &0 be ex-
panded and new ones bulll,

The President indicated Lhat & workable
escape toute b bhat through Yugoalavia o
Ttaly—1,800 came out of Yugealsvia last
week. This Influx taxes facilities In southern
Italy and threatens to hamper mililary pe-
tivities. Other Medlterranean havens take

enpugh Lo warrant the tranafer of & thou-
sand immedintely to this country.

The thousand will be admiited ocutside
the regular Immigration procedure and
given haven here for Lhe duratbon. "I by een-
wmmn‘mm::w-nm’
will be returned to their homealands,” the
President wrole. The War Depariment b to
equip Fort Ontario, near Oswego, Lo recalve
them, to arrange thelr transportation from
port Lo camp and lake Lhe necemary pre-
cautions to see that they remaln In camp.
The camp will be sdminlstered by Lhe War
Relocation Board; i will be financed with
funds pooled from warlous governmeni
agencies dealing with forelgn rellef, supple-
mented, If necessary, from Lhe nt's
emergency funda,

This news of the escape of drjven and
persecuted peoples, with ILs Im of new

and new heard for thousands, b =
polghant preface to the coming liberailon
jof like Lhem as the armies of free-
dom batter through the walls around for-
Lreas
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FEFRCOUCED FROM HOLDGHOS AT THE FRASOS 0 ROCTEVELT LARASY

Dear Mr. Silverberg:

This is in acknowlsdgment of your
letter of May thirty-first, addressed to the
Presidant.

Enclosed herewith is copy of a re-
lsase which I belisve will clarify any con-
fusion there may be in your mind as to the
President's position regarding adaittance of
refugees to the United Statas,

Ploass ba assured c¢hat your Ainterest
in writing to the President 1s much appreciated,

Very sincerely yours,

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

Mr, Bertram P. Sllverbemg,—™

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company,

66 Court Street,

El'ﬂ-ﬂllyn, Hew York. mtl

Enclosure. Copy of June 9th release on refugees.

y
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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
Freperick H. ECKER, Chairman of the Board LEROY A. LINCOLN, President

e, Cllineniames 6-5120
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Dear Hr. lisen:

ileass accept tiwe |'resident's Lhanks

for your lulbter of June fourteanth. ‘o was wary
guch intarested in the historical fucts whiech you
brought te his attentlon, and is pled that your
cocsundty is su well pleassd because Fort intario
has bown chosen as a haven of refuge for war
rofigecs. The Presidect aloo was plakssd thal
Foi recailed Lhe wisit whleh e made to Uswago
pore Loan thirty years ago.

Taery sinceraly yours,

BILLIAY 0. HASSETT
Sgperetary to the President

Mr. Marry C.dsen,—"
Chad rman , wm_&-ﬂa__
L

s
ra ¥

Lawe o,
tow York.

i -
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Kurry A, lizen,
Chairman, Special Fort Ontarlo Coomittee
Oswegn, New York.

Conmending the Freaident on the salec-
tion of Fort Ontario as a haven of refuge
for & homeless proup of European war suffer-

T d s

Wt
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Oswego Chamber of Commerce, Inc. F o g
Orvdege, New York B

June 1h, 1544

Honorable Franklin D. Esosewelt
Fragldent of the United States
Tha White House

Washington, D. O,

Tear Mr, Freesident:

We of Omwegn feel that it has besn a fortultous nnd
fitting perscnal selectlon on your part to have chosen Fort
Cmtario ms s haven of refuge for a hemelsss greup of European t
war gufferers,

The military reservation on which thie historie fort
gtands is the oldest garrisoned post in the United States,
and its early background of =ilitary acticns, before and
after it came into possession of the United States in 1796,
dops indeed present a notable picture and atmosphere of
atruggle for fresdom and the dignity of the human spirit
which doubtless will be captured by the refugees of other
lands.

Parhaps it may not be insppropriate at this time to
remind you of the graclous visit you =ade Oswago on September
30, 1913, when you addressed us on the ccenslon of the dedi-
cation of Montcalm Park, site of old Fort Seorge. TYou re-
ealled to us that Fort Ontario at Omcego wam the chief reli-
ence of the Eritish Colonles between Lake Champlain and
Pitteburgh, the danger spot for the Frenmch which threatened
the St. Lawrence and the Ohic,

In behalf of the Spaclal Fort Ontario Committee of the
Oswego Chamber of Commerce, I wish to extend to Your Ex-
cellancy our thagks for your selection of Fort Onteric for
this husanitarian objective, and to mssure you of thes deep
appreciation of Oswegonians, and of our willingness at all
times to cocperate with our Government in the vast problems
which confront 1t. PRt

Tort Ontarle, an institation of Cewego, Mr. Fresident,
will econtinue to measure up to its worthy tradition,

Yours most respectfally,
P
C, Lo

ﬂwo? :
Harry O, Mizen, Chalrwan

HOMiMW Spocinl Fort Ontaris Commlttee

Hfrﬁ'ﬂ-[hhnfr—d-m-fﬂ- Elmiped Simien
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,-’f’ WASHINGTOM, D. C.
\_/_/f'/"f JANART 8, 1944

MEMORANDUM TO THE FRESIDENT:

Last summer you and the Prime Minister spoke about
using Tunisis as a place for the refugess. I underatand it
did mot work outs —'—_;'_-

There is a constantly recurring demand to open
Palsstine further as an escape for thess unfortunate people.
T underatand the difficulties involved.

1 am wondering if, through your leadership, you could
get the United Hations -- whoses soll is free from the Hazla --
to agree to take care of say one-million refugees, with an allotted
percentage to each one, with a further understanding that another
eillion would be provided for =-- when the Axis in Europe 1a defented
this action to be suspended, This would not entall such of & burden
on anyone, Theas refugess will not have permanent residences, but
temporary ones, unless the countrles through their own legislatiom
wish to have them remain,

I do not see how very many refugess, whether they be
persecuted as Jews, Catholies, or anything else, can escape from
the Nazi-held territories. But at least it would open the doors
of a temvorary escape -= until the war is over -- from thelr savage
butzhers.

I consider it worthy of your most serious immediate

attention.
B. M. Baruch tﬁ"

F32e-C.

}14«‘/(0_,6- _
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Jamary 1, 1944. [

w
MEMORAMDUM FOR JUDGE ROSENMAMN
<S¥33

Dear Sam: :

I think you will be interested in this
telegram which gives the understanding of
Eden and % who 1s the head of the

H"Emmiva 0. e of the Interpovernmental
Committes in London, on the suestion of
the mandate and suthority of tha_I_gtE,_J
governmental Committee. It entirely coincides

—With o ownrthoughtand 1s in entire
keaping with m{ short statement in
connection with the same matter which
appears on page 34 of my printed testimony.

= ‘_.r’
)

Brookinrioge E
220

Fr 4
A
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KEM FLAIN
London
Dated Decombor 31, 1943
Roc'd 11:18 p.m.

Secrotary ol State,

Woshington,

2111, Thirty=first.

Fursuent to my converantion with Edeon (this rofers
to the Embesay's telogram No. 8033, Dococmber 28, noon)
we have ngain revicwed the cntire questicon of tha
mandatc of the Intergovornmentnl Committee with
Emerson ond with o representetive of the Forolgn Office.
Wo nlso oxomined the text of Mr. Longs' etntemont as
queted in the printsd hearings beforo the Committeos on
Forelgn Affalrs.

The Forcign Offlce ropresentative pointed out
that Mr. Long in hils testimony on page thirty four did
not read the revised mandate of the Intergovernmental
Committoe but dld read the recommendationa of the
Bermuda Conference which hove nover becn plaecd before
the committoc. Both Emsrason end the Foreign Offlce
roprosentotive alse referrcd to tho Deportment's
press rclesse following the Bermudn anfurnncn of
May 1% number 198 in which the following appoars:

1t was also




*n-m-.nﬂ-m PR L ROOSTVELT LAY

-2- #9111, December 31, from London.

Wit wns else agroed that no negotintions with
Hitler could bo undertaken since his entirc record
has left no doubt that he would only agros to such
solutions as would be of dircct pid to the Axis war
pims". They alao referred to Peekes! atatoment beforo
the House of Commons quoted inm the tolegram referred
to sbove which was agrced to by both the British and
Amerienan suthorities as was the Dopartment's announco-
ment before it was issued. They felt that they ecould
not lssue any stotement that indlecated that the Inter=
governmentnl Committos through its reviscd mendote hed
puthority to negotinte with Gormany or othor enemy
governmenta snd pointed out that such o stop would
only result in a publie outery in this country ond
difficultics wlth the momber governments of the
committoe, particularly Soviet Russla.

1t wes sgrood however that tho scope of the
activitios of tho committce should be clarified ond
Emerson has handcd us the stantoment quoted below which
{5 addrozscd to the Department of Stote and signod
by Emerson ns dirccter of the conmittoe ond which may
be published ns o communication from the director by
tho Department of State if the Department so deslrcs
or nlternotively issued o8 o communique hera in London.

Emoraon
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3. #9111, December 31, from Londen.

Emerscn prafors the rirst alternative sinee 80 {ar

the matter has recolved practicnlly no publicity hore

and informs me thet he undorstands that the Forelgn
office would alao praefer this if peceptable to the
Departmont. The stotement has the spproval of Winterton
and of the Foroign Oifice and I considor thot 1t goea

to the sbaclute 1imit that sither tho Exccutive committes
or the Forcign office 18 prepared to EO in meoeting the
Department!s yiews as sck forth in its {nstructiona
aumbors 8071 Decombor oo gnd 8124, Decembor P4, 2 PeFa

I thercforo suggest that 1t be accopted and publishnd

by the nupnrtmcht in the buliuf thnt it will sorve to

elarify the exlasting situation.
Following is text of statement:
ton l4th Dctobol, 1043, the Intorgovernmentel

committee on Rofugeos {gaued a eommunique which included

the terms of 1ts mondate. It soems desirable to

amplify the communique by some account of the scops of

the powers of the commltbtad, and the manmar in which

they are being gxerciscd.
The procoedure followed by the Exccutive Committes

haes Been to invite pll the mumber governments %o enfor

on it cortein powers. owing to the difficulty of

communications, roplios hove not yot boen rocolved {rom

all thoso
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-4= #9111, December 31, from Lenden,

all those governments, but those =0 far rocelved hove
given the necessary agreement. The poraocns coming within
the netivities of the committee include all those who,
ns A ranu}t of events in Europe, have had to lenve, or
may have to leave, thelr countrics of realdence becauseé
of the denger to thelr lives, or liberties, on neeount
of their race, religlen or political beliefs, Provided
they come within the above definition, it does not
mottor where they are--in neutral, ooccupled or any other
countrics. Tt is true that scme personi do not noed
assistance becouse their own governmenta are willing,
and sble, to 1ok after them. Hone the less, the
Intergovernmental Committee is at the service of those
governmonts. It 13 further true that it 1s not, ot
the moment, possible to sxtend nsslstance te ell, or
indeed to the majority whe eome within the mandnte.
This is beenuse of the stern facts of war.

The Executive Committes haos been empowered fdr
the purpose by the member governments. Although under
the mandate, os 1t stands, it 1= not empowored to under-
take negotintions with other then neutral or Allied
states or organizetions, it mey, ond deoes, within the
powers 1t has, toke such steps os moy bo nocossary to
proserva, molntein end transport the persons comlng

within ita
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-5- #9111, December 31, from Londen.

within its responsibility. In the exercise of these
powers, the services are sought, when nocessary, of
neutral governmonts, aomo of whom ore mambers of the
committec. Some are willing and cble, in their
{ndividusl eapacity, to discuss refugec mottors in
which the committoe 1s {ntereated with theose governments
wlth whom tho Intergovernmental Committes itselfl con=
not corry on negotistlons, Thelr osslstanco, which

has olready been of value, is much apprecinted; 1t

will bo continunlly sought as occasion roquires. The
pasistance of voluntary orgenizatlions ls avnilable, and
is belng used. Thus, under its present rovised mandatae,
the committoe has all requisite nuthority to do whot-
gver cen be done, under prosent ¢ircumstonces. The
sphere of activitics of ‘the committee is condlitioned

by practical reslitiss, and not by lack of authorlty.
At present the powers ara sdequate, If condltions
change so as to require an snlergement of them, 1t is
apen to tho Exccutlvo Committee to seek the ngroement

of mambor governments®.

WINANT _ 23]
FR



My dear Mr. President:
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w ""1#’ nemmu:n‘ror STATE

WASHINGTON
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January 15, 1544

In order to carry out the work on behalf of refugees

in which the Department is interested, I am asking your

approval, ln advance of the submiesion of an estimate to

the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, of a request ':f%

to Congresse for a lump sum sppropriation. I should like

to be able to obtaln the funds at the sarliest possible

date and, therefore,

suggest that an appropriation be

requested without the delay involved in firet obtaining

enabling leglelation.

It 18 estimated that at the present time $5,000,000

should be requested, 51,000,000 of which will be regquired

to defray our share of the cost in connection with the
_wittu for Refugees and, $4,000,000
# ghould be avallable for various projects which may receive

the approval of the Committee, the Eritish Government,

and ourselves.

The President,
The White Houee.

It
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If you approve this procedure and it is agresable
to you, any subsequent appropriations which might be re-
quired for this purpose will be submitted through the

usual channels,
Faithfully yours,

- ; VM/C}W
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

April 29, 134k

Ly desr Miss Tully:

The fresident will be interested, I am sure, to
rezd the outcome of the visit of Sir Hervert Lmeraon,

Director of the wm Lo this
gountry and cur effTorts to coordinute tne sotivities
of the Intergovernmental Committee und the War
Hefuraa Board.

Sincerely yours,
W =

Kyron . “é 1o
ny ay ,a!‘f

kilsa Grace Tully,
| I'hie White Liouse,
Washington, D. G.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAK HEFUGEE BOAD
WASHINGTON,D.C.

April 24, 19LL

Dear Mr. Taylor:

How that Sir Herbsrt Eng;ganims left Weshington
after & series of discusslons dealing with relatlons
petween the Inter-Governmental Jommittee end tne War
{efugee Board, I want Lo exXpress my personal thanks to
you for originating and implementing the lded that Sir
Herbert and I get togetner on our common problems. AS
you know, Loe disoussions were most hermenious, complete
apresment wea reached as to the ralations betwsen the
two esgencles, &nd definite steps were taken to push
forward specifiec plans.

Thanks for tha asslstunce.

With personsl rezards,

I. . Penle *Tall
Executive Director

Wr, kyron <. Taylor,

Ameriosn Representatlve
Inter-Governmental dnmmittaa,
Room 220,

Dapurtment of State.
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REPROCLUCEE FROU WOLTRGS & THE PR G ACOSEVEY LIRART
fm'
WHITE HOUSE

3 ,J gé r WASHINGTON

March 8, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SENHETAHY OF THE TMR!;M

I am enclosing herewith a
memorundum from Wr. Myron Taylor.
Will you and Ed Stettinius work Lt a4
out with hia?

,-fl)' F.L.H.

:,1 Mamorandum for the President from fon. syron
¢. Terlor, 3344, in re relationsn r
—¥h RaVTrory Uomsittes on Hefugess, thwe Inter-
sovernmantal Gommitbes |36 atates are oow secbers)
and the newly crentad har Aefuges Beerd.

Mr. Taylor aakes two suggeation i y tha

matiar.

7]
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Harch 6, 1544,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING BECRETARY OF BTATE:

What do you think we should
do about this?

F.D.R.

s Prndy wvay anhoct & Iv,
Ly - ﬁf'-ahw 4 M N
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maren 3, 1944-
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESILENT:

Henry Morgenthau tells me that
Ed Stettinius told him that Myron Taylor
{5 exercised about your Refugee Board
ano that he has written you a note. The
Secretary Suggests that before you anawer
1t or tuke any actlon, woulo you be good
enough to see hin and Ed Gtettinlus.

He also asks If he might come in
to see you &t the house on Tuesday morning
t} say 9130 or 9i45.

GuT '
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THE BECRETARNY OF STATE
AR T B T

Bl

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 3, 1544

PERBONAL TO THE PRESILENT

Sometime after the meeting on Refugees desoribed
in the accompanying btrief memorandum I am informed
that Mr. Morgentheu called Mr, Stettinius and raised
queetions on the subatance of the discussions and
that he was to take the matter up with you. I am not
acquainted with the substance of his remarks, Ths
notes attached give you & true ploture, as I see 1it,
of the vitel part of the discussion., Our objective
was to coordinate activities not to oppeose any helpful

action,

ey

Myron C. 'i'l.rlur




THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WABHINGTOMN

March 21, 1944

My dear kir. President:

I saw liyron Taylor the other day
and had & very satisfactory talk with him.
I am sure he {u guinﬁ to cooperate with
your Var Refuge Board.

At my suggestion, he has cabled
Sir | Secretary of the Inter-
» “roverrnmental Committee in London, and asked
im to come to Washington to confer with
_John Pehlo..

&

1 am returning herewith the corres-
pondence that you sent me in regard to this
satter and I can assure you that you can
dismiss it from your mind.

Yours sincerely,

@,

The President,
The White Hl:.iuna i



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Maroh 3, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PEESIDENT FEOM
MYRON TAYLOR

On Thursday I attended & meeting in Mr. Btettinius'
office to discuss the relationship between your Advisory
Committes on Hefugees, the Intergovernmental Committee
(thirty-siz states are now members), and the newly
sreanted War Hefugee Board. Those attendlng were
Mr, Stettinius, Mr. Peley and his assistant representing
Mr., Morgeathau, Mr. Berle, Mr. EBreckinridge Long, Mr.
Taft, Mr. George Warren, Hobert Pell, my alternate
appqinhd with your epproval last autumn.

I explained the scope of the lntergovermmental
Committee directive, its office in London, its distin-
gulshed membership of nations represented by Ambagsadors
and Ministers. I outlined the Tecent expansion of its
directive to assume administretive relief functions,
the provision of funds for rellef, ons balf by our
Government through your generous offices, and one half
by the British, arranged by you with the Prime Minlster,
as well as the agreed arrangement for relief with
Mr. Lehman's organization, It was hoped that other
naticns might also contribute to this fund &s they have
to the expenses of the Londen cfflce.

Inasmuch as you founded the Intergovernmental
Committee and thirty-six nations are members, it seems
desirable for reasons of internaticmal good will end
particularly as questions have been raised in many
quarters, to define the releticnship and the future
scope of the War defugee board and of the Intergovern-
mental Committes.

1 therefore
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1 therefore made two conorete suggestions:

I, That Mr. Paley and Mr. Pell prepars & brief
statement of the scope of the work, having ino mind
the greatest possibilities of success in relieving
the unfortunate vlietims of Nazl terror, and of the
part the Intergovernmental Committee is hereafter to
play, if any, therein.

II, That Mr. Paley go to London to glear up the
unoertainties with the Eritish Forelgn 0ffice and the
Intergovernmental Committes.

The British for some time have desired a full
plenary session of the Intergoveromental Committes,
and an immediste questicn bas been t to Mr. Eden in
the House of Commons for an explanation of the purpose
of the "American Wer Hefugee Board" and the result
status of the Intergoveramental Committes. A pumbar
of Goverpments have also sought to retire from the
Intergovernmental Committee on the theory that the
U.5.A. have taken over the refuges problem.

By following I and II above the situation can in
my mind be clarified.

Others present at the meetlng raised subsidiary
questions which have & bearing upen publiclty and
foreign relations, but these in my opinion cam be
solved without difficulty in the regular conduet of
inter-Departmental routine.

—

Myron 0. Iayler
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HO™FL CHARLOT™E HaHBOH
mints fordn Florkia

Merch 15, 1944

e brasident of the Mnitad States
washington, L. C.
Dear Mr. Prenident:

T arnreciated so very mich your renly to me on the
Furonesn-Tawlsh question, n while ago. T was vary thanifl
for tas fine move »ou made. T hone 1t will soon beur fmit
in maving sany llves.

May T once nore tell you how sarneatly T desirs
the children o the Burapesn mnell democracias to be fad soon.
T know the nlans are latd, T do hore vou will use rour fine
tnfivance smd power to speed un the setion.

pith nll good wishes, to ym, and spprectation -

Yary sincarely,

(Stgred)  ELEANOR CHASE ™iFT Aﬂ-?“”"

Mps, Charles .}

[0l
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Jamuary 28, 1944

Ly vdear ¥rs. Talt:

e deop Tewling «f ayupa for She Jewish x764
pecple of Lwrope and for the children In the X8
susll deswcarmeles, sxpressed in your letiter of
Uesanber 15, 1943, is wholly shared by we parson=
aliy and Uy shoee officlals of tie t who
are wrkicng =ith ue in an endeavor to theaoe
otricken pecule.

Ao you would Le pertieularly Interssted
L wt:::f moasurss tu Jdeal with uﬁ ovepreall
refugee problez, I bave de fnewering your
Leabtar wotll the plens sor in: therelie had be<n
worced oubs I ouw encloae & press ralsane conlalne
lng an izeoubive Csder Lfesued Janusry 08 satablliczhe »
irg & Yar Refugee jverds nds Board e ehar - x547]
itk ¥ Ledtiating smotlon whipgh PoE~-
aue the opuressed mivorilles From Hasl perssaution,

I siso encloee & eony &l s pacphist enditicd
“Bescus of e Jewlish apd CRdwe Peopion in dasie
resupled Terpritory”, which eimEaine we bestlioon
pilven by Asvsietast Seccelery ol Btals, Jreckiaridgs
ngs bafore the Semcittes on Forel n Allsirs of
the Mowee of fepresentaltives and w.ioh deserides
e offurte whioh “ave Heed ke LY the “ovornmmnl

e relleve Lhess cepssculed ceaple,

Gien you are in Nashington, AF you should
deslre %0 dliuvcuss these catlers Carther, Hrs "uil

will
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FRANKLIN P, RUOSEVELE
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THE SECRETARY OF BSTATE
AR TN, Do .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 27, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There is enclcsed for your signature a reply

to the letter addressed to you by Krs. Charles F.

C e’

From Mrs, Charles P. Taft,
December 15, 1943.

Taft.

Enclcsures:

To Mrs. Taft,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1943.

AbslUnaDUNM FOR
THE SECHETAHY OF Eﬂnihzﬁ;j

FOR PREPAHATION UF REPLY
FUR WY EIGHALTURE.

F.D.H.

Letter From Mra. Charles P, Taft,

16 Garden Place, C nnati, Ohio,
12/15/43, to the Fresident, urging

that something be done to mave the
remaining Jewlish people of Europe.

Also writes in re feeding of the childrem in
the small democracles.
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Bosten, Mesn.

Telegrom to the Presidens, dated 3/25/44.
Re = Btates, ™ sppresiate yesterday's statement re refugess
in Rurope. whnest swpport.”

First sopy filed UNITARIAN SERVICE GOMNITTER
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Respeetfully referred e thm
Exsestive Hrevter, War Rafogee Beard '
for stbasilon snd goskh selseseladguet
a8 may be doumd sppropriste.

& if”??

Bemrvhary e the Proclissh

“ o

ﬂ.—ﬂ-in.ﬂﬁ.

from Bureps, This telsgram also gives the names of David Dubinsky,

as Treasursr, and Joseph Baskin as Secretary.

L
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CoPY The White House

Washington
Telegram

New York N, Y. May 4, 1944 5 39P
Franklin D, Roosevelt

The White House
As early as last September a delegation of American Labor headed h'_r
President William Green of the A. F. of L., and President Philip Vurray
of the C. I. O, submitted a memorandum to the State Department appealing
"o our Government and to the Governments of the United Nations to admd t
to all territories undér their control Jewish refugees who may succeed in
escaping from the Nasi hell", Today, seven months later, Hitler stands on
the brink of disaster the German legions are in retreat everywhere, But
the sufferings and the persecutions of the Fascist victims have not been
halted, According to recent reports, the Nazis have in desperation intensi-
fied their bestial terror. Grave danger threatens millions of people in
tortured Burope. Only swift action can save them now, Not words or even
tears, will have the power to restore or save their lives.
We have learned that the War Refugee Board has under serious consideration
a plan to establish free ports in the United States, where refugees from

Hitlerism can find shelter until they are settled in permanent homes.
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We consider the establishment of free ports, which would give innocent
vietims of the raging halocaust the privilege we now accord prisoners, a
most practical and feasable one. The plen would not only provide temporary
human free port zones and safe refuge and thereby save the lines of imnnocent
people fotunate to escape the claws of the Gestapo, but would also demon—
strate most dramatically to the whole world the dogged determination of the
American Government and the American pecple to spare no effort in saving as
many of the sufferers as possible,
Moreover we believe thnt the adoption and the effectuation of the plan
will help stay the brutal Nazi hand and will further encourage the ever
growing resistance to German barbarism,
The plan has our whole-hearted support. In the name of the 500,000 Americen
Workers affiliated with the Jewish Labor Committee we respectfully urge its
immediate adoption.
Jewish Labor Committee Adolph Held Chairman
David Dubinsky Treasurer
Joseph Basikin  Secretary
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Fab Moy 18, 1944,
Respoctfully reforred for consideration and schknowledgment

¥William D, Hassett
Seeretary to the President

Latters to tha Pres the Office of Price Administration:

PRIDE, LASSTE, 1628 La Belle Ave., Detroit, Mich., 5/15/44. The OPA saye
they are charging too much ront on & six-rocs house, They are getting
§35,00 for it. It has six nice rooms, bath, basement and garage. Thinks
they should be allowed to receive enough to pay the payments and other
axpenses on it,

1ENIS, MES, HARRY, 1507 Nottoway Ave,, Richmond, Va., 5/16/44, Complains of
noticing many OPA violations, Hould like to have a job with the FBI.

LOVETT, H. W., Gen. Dol., Augusta, Gas, 5/15/44. Complains of people going
for joy rides while are beys are dying. Suggests sending some of these
people to the front to fight, Ome enclosure.

ARMSTRONG, MRS,, Wichita, Kans., 5/15/4¢. Complains about the scldiers only
getting 5 gallons of gas when they come hom=e on furlough while men
not in service canget 50 gallonz to fish and ride thelr motor boats.

HODGSON, NETTIE, 5628 5. E. Flavel St., Portland 6, Ore., 5/15/44s Is only
allowed a B ration book for gas for driving from hor home to her place
of business at Willamette, Ore., 28 miles round trip. This enly allows
her 400 miles a month and she has to travel 700 miles a month. One en—
closuras

GERHARD, HELEN M., (MRS, CARL C. OERHARD), West Webster, N. Y., 5/17 f44. Wants
gas for her husband to use as Scoutmaster,

FHHHHHHRHHHE

CARTER, RICHARD B., ¢/o CARTER'S INK CO., Cambridge 42, Boston, Mass., 5/16/44.
Urges the President to issue an order for TEMPORARY as
proposed by the War Refugee Board to curtail the sla or of Europoan
JEWS, Referred to the War Rafugee Borad.

—

ESHRIAM, MRS, LUTICHER, 5810 John Re, Apts 5 r husband is a
war worker, They have 5 children, They are rooming and are crowded
out, Cannot find a place to move because of the children, Wants help.
Refarrod to the National Housing Agency, Federal Public Housing Authority.

EVANS, MRS, NANCY, 4951 Payne Ave., #15, Cleveland, 0., 5/16/44s Is a war
worker with 2 children. Husband is in the service., Must move and cannot
find a place where they will allow childron, Wants help. Referred to
the National Housing igency, Federal Public Housing Authority.

MARTIN, GRANT, 719 Martina Drive, M. E., Atlanta, Oa., undated, Newspaper
alipping enclosed depicting the pouring of 1000 gallons of milk dewn
& sewer because the Office of Defense Transportaticon forbad its delivery
on Sunday. Says we have many orphansgos, Salvation Army and other places
caring for hungry children. Is for evorything that will help win the
war, but says it must como by some other way than robbing hungry child-
ren of & mich needed food, Referrcd to tho Office of Defense Transpor-
tation.
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June 2, 1944

Ird-rlr-"ﬂ'l

The President has recsived
your letter of May thirty-first, coneern~
ing the matter of providine temporary
ssylom in the Onlted Btates for victime
of enemy oppression. He wery such appre-
clates your theught in writing to him
and, by his direction, I sm bringing thie
on your part to the sttention
the of ficials of the Nar Refugee
» Who are glving careful study to
a entirs problem for him.

Very sinoeraly yours,

{

3

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Bscretary to the Presidemt

Homorale Pdward J. I-ﬂ'rl.u, Jr.,

Mayor of _1:,
Detroit,
Michigan.

WAR REFIGEE BOARD: Urging the President to
sponsor the "Free vorta® program.
-,

X 497
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- Secretary Morgenthau eays that the Presldent [

asked him tﬁ'EEf'?FIﬂ! 2 message which he could :.

gend to the Congreses with reference to bring-
ing some requuﬁg over hers. Inassuch as the

;ﬁf’rrauldnnt a about this at his Prees Confer-~3é
D ence on/Friday, the Secretary feels 1T most E
Tat b and Mr. John W. Pehlefsee the l

ek, Af not on . 3
ays, as a matter Iy
o down before the ?,,i;r

;-,;/ﬁx.t'ﬁ

Freglddnt ap econ Bs he coumes
Mondayj then on Tuesday. He
, the message wWase to
President anncunced the poXlcy. Kow that it has
nounced they will ve to act very

3196
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Respectfully referred to
the Emscutive Director of the
War Refugee Board for attmtiom
and sppropriate acimowledgment
to Mr. hﬂﬂc

WILLIAM D, HASSETT
Secretary to the President ‘hms

Telegram from Lee Taylor, Secretary, Association of
the™jew York State_Canners, Rochester B.Y. a??;}zzi
ers employments,

(¥}
: ® Association
to the 1000 Furopean refugees reported to be coming
to Fort onterio, N.Y, Employment would be in the .
New York State Food cessing Plant.
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CHARLES A. BUCKLEY
130 D, Hew Yions — AR AN HORN
BECRETANY

Congress of the Tnited States <« '*’*‘1“5&.@
Fouse of Representatives : 1 3‘6%
n\? Sasbington, B. €. W\ e oEd
A\ ’ o
\J

June 10th, 1944.

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The President,

The White House,

Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. President:

1 have been approached from many sources
with regard to the establishment of a free port }n the United
States in which refugees would be give aven tor the dura-
tion of the war.

- I, of course, know of your great interest
in this humanitarian work, for I have heard that you are co-
operating in the planning and actual carrying out of the means
of reseming these unfortunate people who face death as the
only other alternative.

On my part, my sympathies and the reason
impels me to beseach you to continue your splendid work in
this direction and to have established here in the United
States such a free port so that these human beings may find
shelter until the war is over and other plans ecan be made.

With best wishes and kindest personal
regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Charles A, Buckley. E:;
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0 THE COMONESS OF THS UMITED STATSS: ,:'.155
o--u-u-np-ulu-umd 1ts dsep SORSATR
ﬁumunwﬂmnrmmﬁmmuuum
ﬁnlum-i—llﬂ'm:ﬂuﬂumﬂﬂnum
sltar of Nasl tyrenny.
munu-uwulwmwu-m
uuﬂmlu—ih”hhmh To us the
Wﬂ-ﬂidmml-ﬁhﬂuﬂm,
mm—wpunn:uﬂutuwum;-nm
arimes. ulmml-uh-lﬂl-d--.ut_
numum-xnum-murmnuu-1-um1-

ouf ARgoT. lluintmdﬁmhninmuu
-d-lhnuﬂnnnlqﬂluﬂt-.
Mtuwuﬂn-lm-nmrtnlumu
hlﬂ““r.“tﬂﬂ“ﬂlmﬂlmhﬂﬂ
mmnﬂ-tnuuwmu- und iminished, This
is but omne sxamplet “Mniﬂpﬂllﬂ.ﬂmhl-
murdared . Mumtwmml-u,mm:m
mmummumqmmuu.
m-mt-muﬂm:m&tuw.m-h
mm-nwlu-itnmr-mm.:n-m
mmmpmimm-n-tmmm-m
bave fought ia vaim.
mlmtuuﬂﬂnﬁmlulw
#iﬂll_nﬂmﬂ‘llﬂﬂﬂf‘iﬂﬂl,ht.h

sooparation with other govermments has andsavorsd to alloviate

£ 7E-8
S

i Ji ol




ﬂmnl—ﬂﬂtmmul-d'l_l-
mﬂhﬂlwﬂl&_MHnw
h-_wﬂ--m-u--:-m-duw-uu
provil. mwuwﬂnm"m#uw
whols war effort.
:u—u-mamwnn.uuq
w-nummﬂmﬂ,n-m-m-a
Mlﬁ-ﬁuhwﬂn Operating quistly, as 18 &~
mmmmmwnunﬂ_
parts of the world, _m#unﬂumnm
of irmogent peoples Inln!rh-pw-h-mm
rm-muq,hl-w"--ih-ﬁ-hpn-
Milhﬂd‘ﬂ:ﬂlﬂ-ﬂﬂu—ﬂlum
Above all, ﬁ-nﬂrilit'lh-ﬂunmﬂi
hope to the oppressed pecples of Rurcpe. This statmmect is
pot idls ppeculAtion. n-ﬂl--rm,lunmdm
#’dthiﬁ_ﬂntm—ﬂ.ﬂww-upﬂldn—
wumnwmmmmpmuﬂp
ing up the siraggle, have been given the will and desirs %0
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gontinue by the conorets mnifestation of this Governsent's
dagirs to do all possible to aid and reseus the oppressed.

To the Hitlerites, their subordinates amd fune-
tionariss and satellites, to the German peopls and to all
ﬂi'p-ﬂll-ﬂﬂlhhﬂrﬂn\,ﬂhﬂ-ﬂlhlrm
detemination to punish all participants io these acta of
BEVALETY . In the néme of hussnity we have called upon them
to spare the lives of thess innocent peopls.

Notwithstanding this Dovernment's unremitting ef-
m'ummﬂ“h“mm
from the jews of desth Imve besn small compared with the num-
bers still facing extinction in Oerman territery. This is
dus principally to the fact that cur ensmiss, despite all our
. appears snd our willingness to find havens of refugs for the
opproased peoples, pereist in their flisndish extarmination
_mu-uﬂ;mmwnm— from an-
cmping to safsty.

In the face of this attitods of our snemies we must
not fail to takes full adventage of sny opportunity, however
limited, for the rescus of Hitler's victims. Ve are son-
fromted with & most urgent mitmation.

Therefore, I wish to report to you today conceming
ummlmmmh-dmumﬂﬂuﬂl
lives and which I am certain will mest with your approval.
mm:-wqwummmumm
mmumwmmuuumn,m
that 1t was essential to take sotion without delay.
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Even befors the allied landing in Italy thare had
h-lm-vﬂi—ruﬂﬁﬂhl‘m
races and mtionalitiss into that country. This mevessnt
was undoubbedly prompted by the faet that, despite all
mummumqﬂ—ﬁ the wrm-
hearted Italisn peopls could not fersske thelr centuries-old
tradition of tolersncs and mmanitariaciss. The Allisd
landings swelled this stress of flseing and husted pecples
pesicing sanctusry behind the guns of the United Natioes.
mh“dhﬂ“ﬁmhhnﬂnmw
ber of refugess who can be sccommodated there is relatively
limited. The Allied military forces, in view of thelr pri-
mary responsibility, bave not besn sble generally speaking to
mﬁuﬂpﬂuﬁpﬂhﬂ-wmw. This
unfortunate situstion has prevented the escape of the largest
possibile mumber of refugees. Purthermors, as the nusber of
mnﬂuh-ﬂﬂnlmrm.thlrmm-
stitutes an additionsl and ssbstantisl turden for the military
authorities.

Recently the facilities for the care of refugees in
mmrm_u-m—lm“-;m
goes who have Alresdy sscapbed to that Ares and are arriving
uh,pumrn-mm_u-.-hp-w
removed to havens of refugs elsswhere, the sscaps of refagses
umt-rr—u-w-m-runuwuﬂ;
impeded. hmmmwm--.u—wn
meet this sitestdon. hdmmﬂhmﬂlw
' have besn and are baing moved to emporary refuges in tha




territory of other United snd friendly nations. However,
in view of the nusber of refugess still in southern Italy,
the probles could not be polved unlsss temporary havens of
refuge wars found for some of them in still octher arsas.

In view of this most urget sitestion it sesmed indispensable
that the United States in keeping with our herltage and our
ideals of Liberty snd justios take issediats steps to share
the responslbility for mesting the problem,

Aocordingly, arrengessnts have besn made o bring
immediately to this country approximstely 1,000 refugess who
have fled from their hosslands to southern Italy. Upon the
temimation of the war they will be sent bask to their homs-
lsnds. These refugess are predomimantly women and ohildren.
Thay will be placed om thedir arrival in a weated Amy camp
on the Atlantic Coast where they will remsin under appropriate
seowrity restrictions.

The Army will take the nscessary sscurity presautlons
and the csmp will be administersd by the War Relccation Auther-
ity. The War Refugee Board im charged with overall responsi-
bility for this project.

]y
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

JUN 13 1944

MEMOHANDUM FOR

Mr. William D, Haeaett,
Segratery %o the Fresident.

y
/
Pursuant to your rgquE!Ejfthnre igr pttached
a draft of a reply to Mise Mery E, Woolley's letter of
May 25, 1944, to the Fresident, Mise Woolley's letter

is returned herewith,

Enclosures,
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Dear-tes Woolley:

The President has msked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter of May twenty-fifth,

concerning the matter of providing temporary asylum
in the United Stetes for Jewlsh and other war refugees.

The President was very glad to receive your
views on this problem and he has requested me to send
you the enclosed coples of his cablegram of June eighth
to Ambassador Robert Murphy, in Algiers, regerding the
establishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort
Ontario, Oswego, New York, his memorandum of the same
date to the heads of agencies concerned with the
execution of the plan, and a message sent to the
Congress on June 12, 1944.

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
CB_ s, Seeretary to the President

“Miss lmdluollur,
"Fleur de Lys",
Westport, Essex County,
New York.

Enclosures
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May 30, 1944

Raspectfully referred to the
Executive Director of the War
Refuges Board for preparstion of
raply for my signsture.

WILLIAM D, HASSETT
Secretary to the Presidegt hma

Letter from Dr. M Wooll rFlaur de Ly, Westport, N.Y.,
s/a5/44, to the President, ask;]:lg that the President mut into
affsct the proposal made by the War Refugee Board to establish

ntemporary refugee Camps or "frae porta! for Jewlsh and other
refugaes sble to escape”.
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i Mey 25, 1944

i -,Deur Hru Puui&int

'I'h- pmpunl mede by the War -
Refugee Board to utahliﬂ; mtemporary
refugee oemps OT ‘tfree pqﬂar' for
Jewish and other refugees ‘able to

. escape™ I em eanridant appeels to
you., May I edd my plau to the meny
~ ‘that this recomme rd ation m&y be put
' into effect before further escape
'/ becames dirfmm. : AN 5N o

; Iit.h apprenintian n-.f your interest
AT dn this dup-uta human nuw.

L3 ik ?]J
The President

% The White House T
~ Weshington, D. B
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% \ 7 June 22, 1944

Dear lr. Hesseti:

. |* Thank you for your letter of
| the 17th, with the copies of the
* President’s ceblegram, memorandum,
and message %o Congress-

._ © Will you express to the
President my'.;pprqnhtionf-_nr his
~ection"eone¢erning the mefier of
 providing’ temporery asylum in the
United States for the Jewieh end
other wer refugess”. A

nesrs

yo

T/ i
’ Hz 7. Woolley

8
v

Mr. Williem D. Hessett .
Secretery to the President =
White Homse ' ' ' . :
Washington, D. Ca |
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June 19, 1944

Mr. Petar E
«_Bargeen,

m %" of National Liberetion,
L4 » Hs ¥ 7 wih s W

Washington 6, D, 0.

4?;,1
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1319 Masmscwnerm Avesis, M. W,
Wananoron 8 D. C

ADans 8800
TR T
HeprEw COMMITTEE OF MATIONAL LIBERATION

June 14, 1944

¥r, Presldent:

It is with extrems gratification that the Hebrew
Committes of National Liberation has learmed of your
announcement , on June 9, regarding the astablishment of
ths first Emergency Refuges Shelter in ths United States.
This gensrcus step is @ further development of your
noble initistive in ereating th.:_'l'u:- Refugzes Board aod i 5979
g further proof of the attitude of compassionate sympat
of the American Jovernment and matlon for the suffering
Hshrew paopla of Burope.

Ws fully appreciate the i=mense mumanitarisn sig-
nif icance of this poliey yhich has slready resulted im
=aeming the lives of many innosent people - men, wWomen and
¢hildren - and in an intensive campaign of peyebologieal
warfars aiming to allsvis*e the plight of the bulk of the
Habrew peopls who are still under the yoke of German

domination snd osanct be gvacuated immedistely. The eo-

tablishment of the Emergensy Refuges Shelter will have a

The Bonorabla Franklin D. Eoocsevelt,
Prasident of the United States,
Washington, D. C.
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great salutary effect upon every phase of the rescus
poliey of your Government. But the most inspiring and
encouraging aspect of your new step , the results of
which cannot be overestimated, lies in the fact that
it has ereated a compelling example to be followed by
other members of the United Nations. With close to
three million casualties our pation is in desperate need
of help from all the leading powers of the United Nations,
for only with such help can the remsining four milliecn
spurvive and be reastored to the dignity of free mem.

It is indeed very heartening that this mighty
democracy - Amerieca - 18 1eading the offensive, not
only on the field of pattle but also on the moral front.
We pray for your sucoess on both these fronts - for the
good of your great pation as well as for the benefit of
humanity at large snd for ell peoples everywhere.

I em sure that the same feeling of apprecistion
and gratitude that we expreas here is shared by all the
Hebrew people of Eurcpe and Palestine.

Yours, with great reapact,

-+

&yﬁz‘ﬂ?@ﬂ-——

Pater H. Buuw}
Chairman
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HesrEw COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

June £7, 1944

Dear Mr, Eassett,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
June nineteenth and to thank you for the documents
which you were good enocugh to enclose,

In this connection, the Presidant may posseibly
be interested in the statement of aims of the
Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, and in the
recent communications addressed by this Committee to
the Secretary of State and to the British Ambassador
at Washington. I teke much pleasure, therefore, in
enclosing herewith coples of these papers.

Very sincerely yours,

(el & Leacpon

Pater H. Bursﬂon
Chairman

The Honorable William B, Hassett,
Secretary to the President,

The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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A CALL BY THE HATION
FOR HELP IN ITS MORTAL STRUCGLE
FOR LIFE AND LIBERATION

ISSUED BY THE HEBREW COMMITTEE OF WATTONAL. LIBERATION

We Hebrews, descendante of the ancient Hebrew Nation, surviving today
on God's earth amidst the dréadful catastrophe of torture and death that haa
befallen our peopls, have Joined together in the Hobrow Committes of Hational
Liberation to dedicate ourselves and our lives to secure the deliverance and
independence of the remaining millions of our desperate people, struggling
for 1life iteelf in the vast hell of German-occupled Eurcpe.

What has happened to the Jews of Eurcpe was not sudden. It is the
culmination of centuries of oppreseion and persecution; centuries of ghot-
toe and pogroms, eccnomic strangulation and endless humiliation and insult.

In this war this cumulative attack has resulted in the stagmering
climax of three million innocent men, women and children deliberately mas-
sacred. !

In the face of such disaster, the bitter status guo of the Jews in
Europe mist give way to a new, bold and total attempt at salvation.

These Jews, today, have no effective protection of citizenship from
any nation. They can no longer be coneidersd Rumanians, Hungarians, Poles,
Germans. Certainly they are not Axis nationala, They are the first and
bitterest enemies of the Axis. They belong to no nation and have no nation
of their own, That is why the murder of three million Jews - & number &8
large as the total population of meny a Eurcpean nation - has been posaible,.

Common disaster brings them together, even as Death has hunted them
‘l‘rﬁﬂa‘th&r-

We therefore proclaim to the people of this land, and through them to
all civilized men the world over, that the dry and tormented bones of the Jews
in Buropean lande have now been united, that the blood of our three million
dead has done more than fertilize the earth of the people who have murdered
them, It has molded the survivors into a eingle living entity. It has brought
forth & renascent Hebrew Nation.

The Jewa who live today in the hell of Burcpe together with the Jews
of Palestine conatitute the Hebrew Natlon.

There is no other Nation to whom they owe allegiance but the Hebrew
Hation.

It is as & part of these millions that we exercise the right of self-
determination; that we proclaim the existence of the Hebrew Nation and ite

1
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determination to speak for itself and its elementary right to be represented
by ite ovn eons.

We confidently believe that the present day helrs of the American
Revolution will understand, recognize and support ue in this mortal struggle
for our life and liberation.

It is proper that we have chosen Washington as the eite for this hie-
toric rededication of the Hebrew Nation as a democracy - Washington, eternal
pymbol of democracy and of the greatness of the human spirit and of ite reve-
lutionary demand for Justice, decency and freedom.

- = * * » * )

Let it be clearly understood that the Hebrew Commlttee of National
Liberation does not-attempt to epeak for the Jews of the United States. They
are an integral part of the American Natlon; an integral part of & nation made
up of people of every descent.

These Jews are Americans of Hebrew descent. They do not belong to Pal-
estine and thereby to the renascent Hebrew Hatlon any more than Justice Frank
Murphy "belongs" to the Irish Natiom, or peneral William Enudsen "belonge" to
the Danish Nation; though both certainly are proud of their ancestry.

And let there be no confusion because the vast majority of Americans
of Hebrew descent are faithful adherents of the Jewish religion.

Hebrews and Jews are not synonymous terma. Religion and State are
separate. The common adherence of membera of the American Nation*and of the
Hebrew Nation to the Jewish religion is no different than the common adhsrence
of Americans and Germans to the Proteatant religlon; or the common adherence
of Americans and Italians to the Catholic religlonm. Everywhere in the world
people share religions without sharing nationhood., The people of the Hebrew
Nation, and Americans of Hebrew deecent, whose religion 18 the same, are no
different from the others. They still are members of different states.

* - * * L * *

meesaue = o proclaim that Palestine, in ite historie boundaries, ia the terri-

tory of the Hebrew Nation by the will of God ms was set forth in the Bible.
In our own time this was politically ratified by fifty-two naticne who, in

1922, "recognized the historic comnection between the Hebrew people and Paleatine.”

Although it is the national territory of the Hebrews, Palestine 18 to
be a fres state in which the present Arab and other non-Hebrew regidente of
the land will share full equality and privileges of citizenship and government;
will be full partnera in the upbullding of a free country and a democratlc
civilizaticn. :

In the present condition of our Nation, we are dedicated primarily to
only one task - the rescue of our people. We, therefore, proclaim that the
Hebrew Nation postpones the settlement of the political and boundary problem
of Palestine until after victory when, as one of the United Nations, we hope
to partake in the post-war settlement of political territorial problems. Un-
til that time we shall cooperate and aselst Great Britain as the Mandatory
for Paleatins. ’



We do, however, insiet, in the name of humanity, that the right and
the ability of all Hebrewe in Europe to find shelter in Palestine be facili-
teted by the Mandatory Power, lest it be guilty of sacrificing them to their
ruthless German murderera. ‘ ’

* * #* * * * L

We proclaim the Hebrew Nation & co-belligarent in the United Nations
war againet Axis tyranny. Our dead, who have bloodied the stepe of civiliza-
.tion, can no longer be considered useless victims of insane massacre. They
are honored cssualtiss in the United Nations common war for freedom. Our sur-
viving four million people in Europe are prisoners of war, and the Interma-
tional Red Cross should do everything it can to succor them even as it deals
with all other priscnera of war.

But not all of our people have been victims.

We have contributed more fighters to the common struggle than most of
the United Nationa, Thousands of our men have fought and are dally fighting
the enemy - whether as Hebrew guerrilla unites harsseing the enemy's lines in
Polend and Yugoslavia; whether in the numerous underground sabotage groups,
or a8 regular fighters and commandos as part of the 30,000 Hebrews who are
gerving in the Palestinian regiments, and in other unitas of the Middle Eastern
British Army. They have fought and died all the way from E1l Alemein to Cassino,
and from Syria to Addis Abbaba.

Because we are, in fact, a co-belligerent againet the Axis, we con-
gider ourselves one of the United Nations and seek reccgnition as euch, and
as the nation against which more atrocities have been committed than against
all the cther United Nations combined we surely should be represented on the

 Inter Allled Commiseion on War Crimes.

We also seek a seat on the Board of the United Nations Rellef and Re-
habilitation Adminietration and all other United Nations councils in which
the intereste of our nationals are involved. !

In addition, the terns of thousands of Hebrew fighting men should now
be given the elementary right to fight the Nezis under their own banner and
in their own pame - as the Hebrew Army - with a statue comparable to that of
the armies of the other Nations which have been overrun by the Nazla.

These are the minimum needs of our nation at a time when the very
existence of ite people 1s at stake, Their denial by the United Nations would
be contradictory to the very aims for which the war is being fought; would be
s defeat of Justice now and in the future; would be an endless threat to Peace
in the world of tomorrow. For in ignoring the principle for which the war ie
being fought, we can cheat no one but ourselves and our children.

* * * * * * *

The Hebrew Nation can no longer endure the status quo., An intoler-
able whirlpool of death and disaster has shattered this gtatus guo. There
i8 a limit to the blood and suffering any people can endure.
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It 18 in this spirit uf'jdeapumtinn, and with humility and reverence
that we of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation have undertaken to be
the servants and spokesmen of the Hebrew Nation, until such time as our Na-
tion shall be free to elect its own spokesmen and representatives in a demo-
cratic form. We solemnly swear to serve our Nation with all our energies and
might, and not to falter if we should need sacrifice life iteelf, so help us
God. !

L

Washington, May 17, 194b. -
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I have the hener %o vemain, Mr, Seevetary,

Tours faithfully,

Peter H. Bergson

Chal rean



June 10, 1944

Exoellenoy,

The genercus announgemest by he President
of $he United States of June 9, regarding the es-
tablishment of a first Emergency Refugee Shelter
in the United States focusses attention anew on
the problem of ecountless Hebrew refugees in Zurope.

This action is a further development of the
noble imitistive whigh the President teck in creat-
ing the War Refugee Boaxd. But, since the United
States has no official cbligation toward or re-
sponsibility for the Hebrew pecpls beyond the
slementary sympathy of a great humenitarian mation
for suffering human beings, it is very well under-
stood tmt its purpose of sheltering refugses is
 updertaken on a limited seale oaly, particularly in
wisw of the distances snd sea transportation in-
volwed.

The same conaiderations apply $o the shelters
which other Hsbrew refugees bave been givem in
Switzerland, in Sweden, in Frenmch territory in
North Africa, and - in far larger nusbers - in the
United Kingdom.

Your Exeellency will readily perceive thas
none of these programs, however worthy they aré
and however mush mey bs ekpanddd, cen come
anywhere Dear g sdequately the need for
wmmmwwam-x
Esbrew refugees now sesking $o esoape death.

The Right Homorabls the Viscount Helifax, K.G.,
H, B. M, Ambassador,
Washington, D. 0.



Under the oircumstances, you will allow me %o
eall your attention to the utterly abnormal part
playsd by Palestine in this matter. The political
implications of Palestine's status as the internma-
tionally recognized mtional homs of the Habrew
Nation are, as you are well aware, a mtter consern-
ing which a desp and regrettabls difference exists
at pressnt batwesn the Government of the United
Kingdom and the FHebrew people. Bub this issue, to-
gethar with other ismes of a political character, the
Hobrew Committes of National Liberation is prepared
to postpone until e dey of common vistory.

On the other hand, huuhnrnl‘bh
doubt or disagresment mn of good will that the
country designated as the Hebrew National Eoms has o
spscial responsibility %o offer a home or at least a
sheltar to Hsbrews in the howrs of their greatest

tragedy.

We therefore mabmit herewith the suggestion
that the Govermment of the United Kingdom establish
argmoy refuges shelters in Falestine, opan to all
Hebrews escaping from enemy perseoution. The esstab-
lislment of these shelters should be publiely pre-
alaimed and broadoast to the people of oaoupied Europe, {
80 that Habrews, with the aid of their seighbers, will |
ba able to escaps thereto. OCountless thousands of
!::I‘rmiuhl“ﬂfrnhnrﬂm and useless
4 - -

. 1t is not suggested that the finsnoial burden of
this program fall on the British people. Undoubiedly, f
existing interuationsl« remcies womld be willing to il
share in thass expenses, and soc womld be the Habrew |
people Faleatine, who are glamoring for a chance to
be of

in

ald.
In the desparate ocondition of our nation, with

its casual¥ies mounting deily by the thousands, we
frankly suggest this compromise whish will not decide

anything for the future, nor affect the pressat status
of mén or territoriss, but will mersly keep human be-

ings alive,
Na wish %o strass the extrems urgenay of the
situation and to 88 our hope for immediaste aon-

sideration and aot upon our proposal.
I beg to remain, Exeellency,
Yours faithfully,

10l smallt Tk w =



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 23, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I am sure you will be delighted with the following

gecret cable Just received from Ambassador Stelnhardt ﬂ-(--?-
in Ankara:l -

% #*11 "June 21, 1944
{2

"For the War Refugee Board from the Ambassader

I have been informed that the Rumanian TS
Government has decided to create an inter- L
departmental board for Jewish emigration under « qk-C
the supervision of the Prime Minister and %o
establish an emigration office under the
direction of A. L. Zilﬂl.l! Fh. representative
of the Jewish agency ‘Bhcharest and te
implement the same by making the Rumanlan
8. 8. JULIA and other Rumanian vessels
avallable ® transportation of Jewlsh
refugees. A 173

= i . STEINHARDT"

SA_
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR BILL HASSETT.

I know Lessing Rosenwald, as
I am sure you do, and he is a very
estimable citizen. I have a great
deal of sympathy with his position
because it 1s very decidedly my own.

Do you think it would be in-
advisable to add to your letter the
following sentence:

"I am quite sure that that
isolated sentence in the President's
message was not intended to be a
deliberate statement of racial theory".

(5}“‘

SI' II RI
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

June 23, 1944

Dear Yr. Rosenwald:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of June twenty-first and to thank you
for expressing the gratification which you axperi-
anced upon reading the message to the Congress
ralative to the establishment of a haven of refuge
in this country for one thousand refugess.

You will be interested in the enclosed
copies of the President's cablegram of June eighth
to imbassedor fobert Murphy in Alglers, regarding
the establishment of an Emergency se Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Cswego, New York, s mesorandum
of the same date to the heads of agencies concernad
with the execution of the plan.

—

The Fresident has duly noted your observa-
tion concerning the reference to the Jowish race
and your position that the Jews are held together
only by religious ties. n_..{.aL-.'

Very sincerely yours,

S e O By

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the Fresident

e Tassles T Deoasssld
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LESSING J. ROSBENWALD

JENKINTOWN, PA,

Juns 21, 1944

) ){Hﬁ“‘e
8 }J A
The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, Vi
Fresident of the mited States,

The White House,
VWeshineton, D. C.

¥y dear Mr. President:

It was with a deep sense of gratifieation
that I read your messare to the Conpress of the United States,
relative to the establishment of a haven of refuge in this
eountry for one thousand refugrees. Your action in this
metter is tremendously appreciated by all of those affected
byv the terrible Nazl persecutions.

It is hoped that your forward-looking
act will go far toward establishing a precedent for ecaring
for the oppressed, and that in this act may be seen a preat
hove in the post-war world for all persecuted minorities.

May I eall to your attention one
sentence in vour published messape, "As the hour of the final
defeat of the Fitlerite forces draws closer, the fury of their
insane desire to wipe out the Jewish race in Zurope continues
undiminished.” I, a Jew, and manry of my co-religionists,
hold that the ¥Yazi dootrinme that the Jews are a race is false.
We beliewve that the Jews are held torether only by relipious
ties., We deny, of course, that we are of a separate race,
and feel thet ultimately any such theory can do only harm to
Jewish citizens of this countryv and elsewhere.

I do not intend to detract from your
megnificent mction by bringing this matter to your attentiom,
but I felt that you would not object to my raising this point
which, I am sure, was inadvertent on vour part.

Onee more my deep thanks,

Very sincerely yours,

by frntd
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August 1, 1944 N

Respestfully referred to 4he
Department of State for sppropriate

handling.

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Seoretary to the President

X X

Trensletion of telegram from South Americen Council of Free

Montevideo, July 28, 1944, requesting thet U.S5. Govt
intervene with neutral govermments to permit temporery entry
asylum Hungerien Jewish refugees.

A e WIE /MIP/EAK
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JB46 MVNLTZ2 MONTEVIDED .23 28 VIA AAC
NLT PRESIDENY ROOSEVELT WHITE HOUSE WN

WE BEG GOVERNMENT TO INTERVENE WITH NEUTRAL GOVERNMENTS
TO PERMIT TEMPORARY ENTRY ASYLUM HUNGARIAN JEWISH REFUGEES
SOUTH AMERICAN COUNCIL FREE HUNGARY

TC-3391
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

July 29, 1944

LATI
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§1F‘
Respectfully referred %: of ‘1“/}

pepartment of State for transls

WILLIAM D. HASSEIT
Sacretary to the President
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PERWITAN ENTRADA TEMPORAL ASILO REFUGIADOS JUDIOS HUNGARODS=
CONSEJO SUDAWERICANO WONGRIA LIBREs
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Respe referred to
the Secretary of Stats for
attention end appropriate ac-
imowledgment.

WILLIAM D, HASSETT
Secretary to the President- hms

X

Telegram from Johan J. Smertenko Executive Vice
ChairmamyEmer encyyCommittee to Save .the Jewish People

of Furope, NYC, 7/3/44, to resident, in Ie re

5f the annihilation of 400,000 Jews in Hung -ary -and
impending assassination of additional 350,000 By~ x » 7%
July 24th. Ksks action in the matten
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Original to: STATE
Copy to: WAR HEFUGEE BOARD

Y EMEROENCY COMMITTEE To Save The Jewish People of Europe, Inc.
25 W. L5th St., New York 19, N. Y. - Bryant 5-L600

e August 3, 19l

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 3f£é b

President of the United States, L e
The White House, —

Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

Sinoce my last letter to you, dated July 24, there have been some favorable
developments in the Hungarian situation. In view of these developments, may I
respectfully submit the request of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish
Pacple of Burope for specific measures that will take advantage of the new oppor-
tunities,

We have been informed by the International Red Cross Delegation in Washington
of thelr receipt of the enclosed cable from Oeneva, We were also informed of thelr
commndcation of July 25 rmu the ICRC that was submitted to the Department of
State and to the War Refugee Board, as well as of the letter of July 26, addressed
to Mr. John W. Pehle, both f'lhir.h are enclosed. All of these indicate the urgent
need for action in rescuing the Jews of Hungary and in alleviating the condition of
those who remain there.

Therefore we respectfully suggest that you direct the State Department to issue
immediately all visas assigned under the present lmmigration laws to Hungary for
children under ten years of age, who under the arrangement between the International
Red Crose and the Hungarian Covermmemt can be evacuated upon receipt of such visas,
and that you further direct the State Department to issue Nansen-type passports
which will safeguard the lives of the reciplents and enable them eventually to emi-
grate from Hungary to available Emergency Rofugee Shelters. We also call your
attention to the arrangement between the ICRC and the Hungarian CGovernment whereby
all adult Jewe in Hungary who have Palestine visas will be permitted to leave Hungary;
and we respectfully request your kind offices in influencing the British Goverrment
to issue such Palestine visas to the adult Jews of Hungary, thereby enabling them to
leave their country immediately. We submit that this step can be taken without
affecting the political situation in Palestine and that it can be clearly indicated
that these refugees will be kept in Emergency Refugee Shelters in Palestine for the
duration of the war without prejudicing thelr status or the position of the British
Govermment.

At the same time we appeal to you to instruct the Elockade suthorities to make
available to the Red Cross the maximum amount of medical and food supplies for the
relief of these unfortunates, As the ICRC poinis ocut in ite communicatlion to Mr,
Pehle, the present decigion of the Blockade Authorities mikes a distinction between
priscners of war and civilian internees, on the one hand, and the people in concen-
tration caups, on the other. This distinction deprives the latter group of the re-
lief which the ICRC is prepared to furnish.

We know your warm sympathy for the people who have suffered so much from Nasi
oppression and bestiality, and we are canvinced that you will further all possible
means to relieve them of their suffering. .

Slncerely yours,

Jfa/ Johan J. Smertenko

Trarmtdwn T nn_m‘{m
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EMEROENCY COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE, INC.
25 W. 45th St., New York 19, N. Y.
July 24, 1944

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

In reply to telegram sent you on July 5, 1944, I have just received
a lettar from the te Department signed by Mr. OQeorge L. Warren, the last
paragraph of which states:

Thus, active attention has been given to all
means available for combatting these savage prac-
tices. In considering the question of applying
measures of retaliation, it has been necessary to
examine the relation of such measures to the major
business of bringing about the early defeat of the
Nasi enemy a® the really effeotive way to end the
sufferings of the great mass of innocent viotima.
Anything designed for purposes of retaliation which
would divert military energies even momentarily
would be inconsistent with the main purpose of
defeating the Oerman armiss at the earlisst possible
moment, whioch must be accomplished if the Jews in
Nazi-held territory are to be saved.

The Emergency Ocmmittes is in complete accord with your views, as ex-
pressed here by Mr. Warren, that nothing be done which will even momentarily
divert military energies from the main purpose of defeating the Usrman
armies at the earliest possible moment. Nevertheless, I wish to mutmit
most respectfully the view of the Emergency Committee that a number of
measures of retalistion can be taken that will be consistent with this pur-
pose and will in faot appreciably aid this purpose.

1. Hailways and bridges leading from Nasi-occcupied territory to ex-
termination ocenters in Poland can be destroyed by bombing, specifying that
thie action is taken in order to prevent the transportation of the Hebrew
people of these Axis countries to Hitler's slaughter houses. These rail-
ways also serve military purposes and their destruction will be of great
benefit to our ally, Soviet Russia.
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt -2- July 24, 1844

2. The extermination camps themselves can be bombed, destroying the
gas chanbers where thousands of pecple are assassinated daily. This wauld
enable the Hebrew people gathered in these camps to escaps and offer them
an opportunity to join the underground resistance forces where they can be
of holp in sabotage and resistance aotivities.

5. In acoardance with the reiterated statements of the American and
British Yovernments that the use of poison gas by Germans and Japanese
would 'be followed by retalistion in kind, & specific statement can be issued
that the sxtermination of Hebrew men, women, and children by the continued
use of poison gas will be considered a provocation for retaliation in kind.
We respectfully call your attention to the faot that authenticated reporis
from Osechoslovakian and Polish underground sources have disclosed that over
a million and & half persons have been murdered in the polison gas chambers
of Auschwits and Birkenau camps and that the threst of widespread use of
the same msdium upon the Oerman population will contribute to the disaffec-
tion of the Yerman people and may result in a speedier collapse of Hitler's
home front.

411 these are measurss that will not require any additional exertion
of military foroces nor call for any deviation from the succeseful military
oampaigns now in progress. On the contrary, they oan be of substantial aid
to the campaign of psychological warfare that is being waged simultanecusly
againet ocur enemy.

At t.ha same time, permit us to ocall your attention to the message the
genoy Committee has just received from the Intermational Red Cross
Delegation at Washington which states:

RECKIVED FOLLOWING FROM OENEVA QUOrE FOLLOWING ON THE STEPS
TAKEN IN BUDAPEST BY THE ICRC IN GENEVA THE HUNOGARIAN AUTHOR-
TTIES HAVE OIVEN THE COMMITTEE OFFICIAL ASSURANCES THAT TRANS-
PORTATION OF JEWS BEYOND THE HUNGARIAN FRONTIERS MAS CBASED
AND THAT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ARE AUTHORIZED TO FURNISH
RELIEF TO JEWS WHO ARE INI'ERNED OR IN FORCED RESIDENCE IN
HUNOARY STOP THE COMMITTEE AHE FURTHERMORE EMPOWERED TO COOPERATE
IN THE EVACUATION OF ALL JEWISH CHILDREN UNDER T'EN YEARS OF AGE
WHO ARE IN POSSESSION OF VISAS TO RECEPTION COUNY RIES AND ALL
JEWS IN HUNGARY HOLDING ENTRANCE VISAS TO PALESTINE WEILL RE-
CEIVE PERNIBSION FROM THE AUTHORITIES TO LEAVE FOR THAT COUNTRY
UNQUCTE.

In view of the agresment between the International Red Crose and the
Hungarian Oovernment, we enter the most earnest plea that the United States
Oovernment issue as many visas as possible %o the children in question and
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt -5~ July 24, 1644

instruct the War Refugee Board to utilise every possible means to aid
the International Red Cross in evacuating these children immediately
from Hungarian territory. For it is obvious that even though the

security of these children has been temporarily assured, thelr lives
are still in danger due to the insufficient food and shelter provided

for them in Hungary.

We also call your attention to the agreement between the Inter-
national Hed Oross and the Hungarian Government permitting all Jews in
Hungary holding entrance visas to Palestine to leave for that country.
We plead with you to make the strongest possible representation to the
British Covernment requesting the issuance of such visas in unlimited .
quantities so that all of the Jews who oan possibly be transported teo
Palestine may be saved. This need not be interpreted as a political
act affeoting the future status of Palestine. Temporary Emergency

Shelters can be established in that country for the Hungarian
Jews. TWhether they retarn to Hungary, remain in Palestine, or are
settled in other lande can be decided when the 'danger is past.

Respectfully yours,
/8/ Johan J. Smertenko

JJSi1eb Executive Vice~Chairman
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Respectfully referred to the S
Secretary of State for attemtion in Y
connection with Mr. Ssertenko's
telegram of July third and appro-
priate acknowledgment.

luuwutb.&u-tnh'lln- : 1 \
is being brought to the atten- f"#/' \

tion of the Rescutive Directar of e \

In-hhp- '

In the absence of the Presidemt.

WILLIAM D. HASSETT

Secretary to the President

1b *'ﬂm
X (=]

Ltr of 7/24/44 to the President from Johan J. Smertenko, Eacemtfm
Vice-Chairman , Emergency’t e to Save the
Europe, Inc., 25 W. 45th 5t., New York 19, N.Y.; in further mf&r--.
ence to annihilation of Jews in Hungary, thﬂre are a number of
measures of retaliation which can be en that will be consistent
with this purpese and will in fact appregiably aid this purpose.
Copy of ltr retained in file.

Xyve-A
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July 28, 1944

Respectfully referred to the
Exacutive Director of the War
Refuges Board for attention and
appropriate acknowledgment.

The origimal letter has been
sent to the Secretary of State.

In the absence of the President.

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President 3

elb

Ltr of 7/24/44 to the President from Joban J. Smertenko, Exscutive
Vice-Chairman, mergency Cemmittee to Save the Jewish Peeple of
Europe, Inc., 25 W. 45th St., New York 19, N.Y.; in further refer-
snce to annihilation of Jews in Hongary, there are a ousber of
measures of retaliatien which emn be taken that will be comistant

th this and in fact appreciably aid this ose.
!16095' 3? Tib Feaatnsa i:%a P
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Angust 7, 2904 b

Emergency Gnll:l‘l:-t.u to Save the Jewlsgh l‘:'-npfl.n of Europe, Inc.,
25 'o -hsth E‘h-, H“ Iork lF, H- It

Says that since his last letter there have been some favorable
develomments in the Hungarian situation, and suggests that the
State Dept. be directed to issue immediately all visas assigned
vnde~ the present immigretion laws to Hungary for children under

Emergency
Shelters, etc.; also that the Hlockade Authorities make available
to the Red Cross the maxdmm amount of medical and food supplies
for the relief of these unfortunates.

Coples enclosed: Cable from International Red Cross Delegation,
dated July 21, 1944, to BEmergency Committee to Save the Jewish
from ICRC & ltr. to J., W. Pehle, War Refugee Bd., forwarding same,
Ltr. dated 7/26/L4 to Mr. J. W. Pehle from Alired E. Zollinger,
Delegate of the ICRC =
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o August 14, 1944,

Dear Mery:-

Your letter has com ftc me out on the
Pacific Coast. BSince you wrote we have taken
in one thousand HHI.E - mostly from the
Balkans -- and par at Tort Ontario.
They will, of nuuru,\P“n tc go back after

the wWAT. %
. >
¥We 4o not need any more free ts
at the present time becsuse of the sical
probleas of transportation, and ve are takig
care of thousands of others in Sorth Afriea
and Italy.

I 4o hope that you are getting oo
well. Some day soon I hope to see Yyou agaln,

As ever yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

y Pf’é‘ PR
A Hord
Migs Mary V, Hun,
31 Elk Street,
Aibany 6,
New York.



7 (80 of p—
&_fwg “wbm@/ g
wp vk Facl Pkt fr—

NG, 1A *lga,we"
Foni O 5t lincn 4

%hbprm Aw//ruz,}m}.
:ﬁ;ﬁgtﬁ; ¥ Ggwﬁﬁa, Wé«éé;

o g B
W ﬁ Mewen Tewancy.
T o

M% R & New York APRICT
ﬂ Cowe & W~ Unile9
Male: - ot o e ccally X
MP\J/&/{M s’ uﬁ%
Bl g act o)t
- Farlune & et
ot buofth

/-MM
T p W
mfﬁ%ﬁa ek Mﬂ .
Qpacer ) 2%, /aéﬁfw’)"*’
B
(ﬂww fe o 2D




THE FRASoAIM O RDOSEVELY LIBRARY

WWMM

Ny dear Mrs. Hemryy
Purndit m t0 ssimonledge the ressipt
of your letter of August Swblfth, whish #4111 be
sade avallable to the President, X lmow he
will be vy glad %0 bawe this expresaion of
your visws. ;
Very sinesrely yours,

WILLIAM D, MASSETY
Beeretary to the Presidemt a;*.;

n&%

Pemsyibunia, ngs
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august 17, 194k

My dear Dr, S54Llver:

Thank you very much for your letter
of July Swenty-fifth and its enclogure, which
I found on wy desk when I retuwned this mowming
from the Pacdfie trip with the President, I
shall be glad %o bring it to his attemtion.

With kind, pereonal regecds, I sm

Very sincerely yours,

Ihhtﬂﬂﬂaiﬂnh
Secretary to Mﬁ

PP

< 40
Dr, Atbe HiLlel S,
4 ”EHE%EH%E —
Baw 17, N 1.
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AMERICAN ZioN1sT EMERGENCY COUNCIL N _.}/:;fv'
242 MADISON AVENUR [.’ll“'

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. ’-‘] l
] P
P
CHATHNAN OF EXLOUTE B OO M ITTEE
Di. AHRA HILLEL SILVER

July 25, 1944

Major General Edwin M. Watson
The White House

Washington, D. C. ,]1}“"
r
My dear General Watson:

I recall with great pleasure our meeting on March 9 "\\ %
when Dr. Wise and I had the interview with the President. }[\ 7

.-\\
Last week the Democratic Party meeting in Chicago * “L
included in itz platform a very splendid plank on Palestine.

You may be interested in the enclosed release which I issued -~

on the occasion of the publication of the Democratic platform.

I would greatly appreciate it if you would bring this
statement of mine to the attention of the President.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,
Tl WY Sikra

Abba Hillel Silver

AHS: EG
Enc.



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

gl i ity e ey

Associated Orgamizations:

thlnrp-m;huo[ﬂmrh'm-mimm
342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. » MU 2-1160

I0B IMEDIATE RELEASE

DE. SILVER HAILS PALESTINE FLANK IN DEMOCRATIC PLAZFORM

Cleveland -~ Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committes of the
American Zlonist Emergency Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in
the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors "the opening of
Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration ani colenization, and such a policy
as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common-
welath" and declared that "it will be specially welcomed by the Jews of America
who will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friemdship and
helpfulness at & time of deep erisie and tragedy for Israsl."

In a statement lssued here, Dr, Silver expressed his gratification that
"the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, now
reaffirme ite loyal support of the Ziopist movement which more than a quarter of
a century ago was so eloguently championed by another great Democratic Prosident,
Woodrow Wilson," :

Pointing to the similar aotion taken by the Republicans at their eonvention - -
last month, Dr. Silver asserted that "it is now the declared purpose not of one
political party or another but of the entire Americen people which has come to
regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem in the world today
as one of the important objectives of a Jjust world peace which is to follow this .
War,"

The text of Dr. Ei]l.var‘u statement follows;

"The whole-=hearted endorsement by the bﬂmntiu Party at itu.nanfmtinn in
Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration and land

(more)

-

|



asquisition in Palestine — rights which have been denied by the current White

Paper policy of the Mandatory —— and the recognition of the historic aepiration of
our people to build in Palestine & fﬁe and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, ls an
act of greatest political significance and statesmanship., It will be warmly
welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro-—
found sympathy for the efforts of the Jewish people to re~build their national life
in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who
will be greatly heartened by this magnificent G:‘.pri:\nﬂiun of friendship and helpful-
ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel,

"The Democratie Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delam_ﬂunua'rﬂt.
now reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a quarter
of a century ago was so eloquently chempioned by another great Democratic President,
Woodrow Wilson.

' Wlhe action of the Democratic Party following the gimilar notable action of
the Republican Party at its convention in Chicago last month, now pute both major
parties squarely behind the ideal of a Jewlsh Palestine. It is now the declared
purpose not of one political party or another but of the entire American peu_pla
which bas come to regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem

in the world today as one of the important objectives of a Just world peace which

ig to follow this War,"

e

#33 - 7/20/44
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vid - August 31, 1944

Respectfully referred for consideration and acknowledgment.

WILLIAK D. HASSETT

3 ’ 8” Secretary to the President

Letters to the President ==

HUNT, Guy C., Box 1268, Sophia, West Virginia. 8/28/L4. Vriter asks help
in getting a stove to display. Virlter has been in the general
merchandise business for the past seven years; he never filled out an
application as a stove dealer because he never carried stoves in stock
but furnished his customers as they nmeded them, %iriter feels that

it is very unfair not to give him a certificate to sell stoves. Referred

to the Office of Price idministration. Enc. self address (3£) stamped
envelope.

WILSON, w. T., R#l, Trussville, Ala. B8/28/44. 4sks help in getting gas
stemps in order to go to and from work. Writer has been working for
the War Department since 1940. Referred to the Office of Price
Administration.

HARTSOCK, Mrs..Isaag, 3148 Dover St., Langview, Washington., &/29/Li.
Viriter appeals for twenty gallons of gasoline a week in order to take
her seven year old boy to Tenino, Washington to receive treatments.
Her son is a cripple due to spactic paralysis; these treatments would
mean the recovery of his health. Enc. 2. Referred to the 0ffice of
Price pdministration.

SHIVERS, Alice C,, 636 So, 10 Street, Louisville, Ky. Undated, Writer
viorks in a war production plant and has been notifiesd that she will
have to have her birth certificate by S8eptember lst. Writer asks
help in getting her birth certificate. Referred to the Department
of Commerce. ( Census Bureau.)

GORK, Tiny, 42 East Avenue, Tonawanda, N. Y. B;’ZBIM. “driter, who was
renently eighteen years old, asks help in getting into a group to
entertain service men, Writer talents are singing and dancing.
Referred to the United Service Organizations for National Defense,

BERNSTEIN, Pearl, 147~32#97th ive., Jamaica, Long Island, New York. ' 8/28/L4.
Urges passage of the bill to Establish R “in Palestine.
«8ks that this be done immediately so to save the remaining Jews
of Europe from destruction by the Nazia.\ Referred to the War Refugee
Board.

SYPCZYNSKI, R. E., 106-N.%, lst Ave., Portland |, Oregon. 8&/25/L4. Viriter
has decided to let his attorney handle hig fight for compensation.
hsks return of previous letters re Longshoremeus Compensation.
Sends best regards to Presi caming election. Referred to
the United States Employeesf C ion Commission.
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Mugust 31, 1944

Respectfully referred to the 0
Department of State. The petitiom . *

was preseunted to bk Wateon at
the Exscutive on Angust
twenty-ninth,

Undated letter addres to the President, signed by
Rabbi Eliezer Silv MMJJ_

Rabbi Reuben » Rose Bcﬁratnry,

Gmit-tﬂ to_Save the -I“iuh Peo ton,

3/6¢

D - . - :F:

of Amu-iu, Rabbi BarucH Ko: pergency Comm tm to Save
the Jewish People of Furope,M&nd Alex _l%t. ggue
for a Free Palegtine, attached to which*is a

"Memorandum Submitted to the British Ambagsador in
Washington by Delegation of the Emergency Committee to Save
the Jewish Pecple of Europe", urging the mass evacuation
of the Hebrew people from Europe to Palestine.

ol
X ?"‘L

\



thpgmguuﬁmpumnnurmummumuunnfﬁﬁmm

\ ‘ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MRS. DENNISON:

The General recelved
these from the group of Rabblse

August 29 1944.
RB
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO SEE GENERAL WATSON

Tues. Aug 29, 1944 —-

5:00 pm - Biehom-ibhenasonad
Rabbi Elias Silver
Rabbi Baruch Korff
Mr. Alex Wilf

Miss Rose Keane

(to present petitions from
Emergency Committee to save the
Jewish People of BEurope)

R iy 7 e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 28, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:
Judge Rosenman recommende
that you see this group, They

are golng to the Cavitol in the

A
E

afternoon,

.

g“.mc qr{:tq 'Lftf
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THE WHITE HOUSE f,‘ab

WASHINGTON 3 ..fl

5-25-44{‘-{Mﬂ
L

Roberta: ,{'

0%

W
Bleghop i&hﬁnﬂsﬂnaa,aﬂlahns ¢
Rabibl ElineNS5ilvery Arthur aghiﬁﬁffsn‘h
Rabpil Korff and several others want
arrange an appointment with the Presi-
dent on Tuesday some tlme to present a
petitlon or resolutlon -- somethling
like that -= in re Emer¥enny Committee
To Bave The Jewlsh People of Eurcpe.

/
u‘

They are golng to the Capltol on
that day to present something to some
Senators on the steps of the Capltol.

Aoge Keane, executive secretary of
the Commlttee here -- Adame 0436. --
called on thle.
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September 1, 1044

Aespectfully referred to the
Exeeutive Director of the War
Refuges Board for attention and
approprinte moknowledgments

WILLIAY D. HABSETY
Searestary to the President

Harcld E. B. 'Fiﬂt.
Asting Presidemt,

Ths 8t. Lawrenee Tniversity,
Canton, New York.

Letter to the President, dated 5/29/44
Encloses s newspaper dispatsh in regard to protesta received
against the at Oswego, N. Y., which houses p84
refugees. He tes if the fasts in this article are true

conoerning s work that he expresses his approval and regrets
that protests reached the President.

First copy filed - SPEIGHT, Harold E. B.

ehl
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{ S New York,September 3¥9 1944
|
D
To the
Ne

x New York City,
Gentlomen,

Iwnt to congratulate you to having sponsored
the mass citlzens's ?mt.uut. meeting next Saturday against Nazl

persecution of Burcpe's defenseless minority ] -
The unspeakable acts of ai‘fmitiu committed

by the Nazls,which are now being lald before the civilized world
as country after country 1s beling 1iberated,are so horrible

that no adeguate punishment can possibly be imposed upon the
perpetrators of these crimes.However I feel that something should
be undertaken to keep these shameful acts also before future
senerations in order to castigate those who have committed or
condoned these crimes.

I therefor propose that an internatlional shrine
be bullt in memory of the tortured and pergpcuted victlms ( such
as a "Hall of Horrors") to house some of their remalns,and in
which-there should be.displayed officlal records,pletures,rellics,
publi_cationsgetec.etc.,sathered from all countries who suffered
under the Nazi heel and which shrine should be the object of
annual pilgrimages.

Appropriate Research Committees should be
estab_lished now in every country to gather such evide>noe
for this purpose before same is destroyed or allowed to disappear.
A representative and forceful Committee should be chosen to put
such a program into operation and citizens of all countries should
be given the nriviledze to contribube with as little ss 10 cents
to the creation and maintenance of such a memorial shrine.

I herewith pledge my contribution in the amount
of tenthousand Dollars to such an organization as and when ereated.

Nothing would glve me sreater pleasure than to
have your orgeanization eponsor such an undertaking and to have
same proposed and voted upon by the Steering Committee at next
Saturday's rally.

Very sinc erely yours

!

gn Baga _————
99 Wall Street w
ew York Clt y
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FGB September 4, 1944
Respectfully referred by memorandum to Department of State -

M. C. Latta
Executive Ulw\ﬁ”“x_

s

Lettors to the President:

WELLS, GEORGE H., 4445 Verdugo Road, Loa Angeles 41, Calif., B/24 fas,
Thinks every weapon and all ammunition now anywhere in Germany, or
under German control should be destroyed and then they should be
watched until re-education may have shown the people thot Nozi-~dism
is very harmful to them, and cannot be tolercted by other World Powers.
Encloses some suggestions which may be found of usa, 1 oncl.

HENWESSEE, MRS. CECILE, 2081 H St,, Sacramento, Calif., 8/24/44. Letter
writton in the French language, the substance of which is that the
writer thenks the President for the liberation of France, her country.

SINGER, JAMES W., JH., Excoutive offices of RENARD LINOLEUM & RUG CO.,
St. Louis, Wos, B/51/44, Hos Just road STMNER WELLES! uTime for
Decision", and thinks it is o truly groat book. Hopes that our
Government now, as well as®in planning for future peace, Wwill make
official use of My, Welles, his outstanding ability and the far—
sighted diplomacy wiich he represents,

CAMPEELL, JEAMNETTE O., 905 Main 5t., Wollsburg, We Va., pems 9/2/84.
Three coples of THE CAMPBELL FLAN for Wiorld Federation, (Pamphlet
form). HNo covering letters

TREUHAFT, C. J.(MRS. A. TREUHAFT), 550 Stegman Parloway, Jerscy City,

N. J., 8/81/44, Thanks the President for establishing the

. i, Prays that this shelter mey be one of many %o

. Says that FRANE HAGUE is not an asset in the Presidentta
. Promdses that sho will work ealously to give the Prosident
sixtecn cloctoral N. J. votes, ?IJIP wherever and whenewer she
in New York and all neighborhoods whero she happens to travel
=5 no such promise for Democratic Scnators, otc. Says
must protect themsclves from injustice practised on thom in
Hitlor fashion in Jersecy Citys

BEAULTEU, PAUL X., 111 Normal Ave,, Prosque Isle, Me,, 9/1/44, Did not

rocoive o roply to his first letter, so is sending o copy of tho
myorld socurity" os he thinks tho Frosidont probably did not recedvo
it, OGives a fow suggosticna which are hard to undorstand as it is
yritten in such broken English, Clipping encloseds
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Sephender 37, 1944 i’f C
Esspeptifully referved o
the Seevelary of Stabe for gppse- o
sriate seims W sdgaent. S
VILLIAM D, HASSRT? &
Sesvelary to ths President 4'[;3

Four telegrams to the President, sach dated Sept 26, 1944,
in the interest of priscners at Oswelginm, Poland; request
the FPresident %o do his utmowh save these victims of

racial and religious persecution from extermimation by Nasi | '‘ '

satborities.

Trom! Mr. Villiss Gresn, President, American Federation
ef Labor, A r of L Building, Washington, D. C. /

Nz, Lﬁlph l-:u. Chai rman, Jn-l.ll I-nbar -‘Ju-uin,
17K wadway, New Tark, | P re— =

Eadbi Isssel Rosenbarg, Union Orthodox Rabbis of
United States and Canads, 133 Nassau Strset,
HNew York, N. T. Zone 7.

Mr. Jacob Bosenheim, President, Agudas Igrmal
World Orgmaisation, 1123 Proadway, New YTork, N.T.



REPPOOUCED FROM HOLDEHGS /AT THE RSB 0. ROOSEVELY LmAARY

September 27, 1944

My dear Mr. Helds
Your telegren of September tweniy-
sixth %0 the President has bdeen received snd

will bs mads avadlable %0 him. It is alm
being brought t0 the atteniion of the Sesvetary
of State.

Very wincersly yours,

WILLIAM D. BABSEDY
Secretary to the Presidend

Nr. Adolph Eadd,

Chal rman,

Jevigh Labor Committes,

178 B.

HBow Tosthe, 1. 1. [ ]

STATE (BY MEMO)
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Heprew COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION ﬁ k g
-

LY
Cetober 17, 1344
The Fresident of the United States Eﬁ.’&“
The ¥hite House 47

Wasbington, DO. C.
kr. Fresident:

I take the liberty of sabmitting for your
conslderation a proposal that may succeed in kalting or ,ut?!"”h
slowing down Germany's campalgn of extermination of the
Hebrew people of Europe. On various occasions the
Government of the United States, through Fresidential
statements, has warned Germany to refraln from the use of

igson gas mgainst elther elvilian or military populations,
* and has daclared that if polscn gas shonld be used agalnst
the inhablitants of any one of the United Nations, the United
States would retaliate in xlnd against Germany.

It has bwen officlally establisbed that undreds
of thousands of Hebrew people 1n Eurcpe wore asphyxiated
through the use of polsonous gases. We therefore suggest
that, in accordance with the sbove mentioned poliey of the
United States, a specific statement be lssued warnlng Germany
to coase forthwith the practice of using polson gas against
the Hobrew people.

We beg to stress the lmportance of thnls not
solely because 1t might induce Negl Germany to stop the use
of poison gas; such a warning is also important because of
the constant need to lmpress upon Germany the fact that the
governments of the United Nations conslder and treat the
Eebrew people of Zurope as human belngs deserving full equality
and consideration with other mesbers of the United Kations.

On the advice of the Dojartment of State, the -;-f'
foregoing proposal has been submitted by the Hebrew Committee
of ¥ational Liberation to the War Refugee Board. The Committeo
was pdvised however by the War Refugee Board that since the

L e T |

J
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proposal is one involving military considerations, the
Board was not prepared to comment on 1t. The prop was
thereupon subeitted to the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff.~” The
Committee is now in receipt of a letter from idmiral Leaby
informing 1t that the Joint Cilefs of Staff conslder that,
from & mwilitary point of view the proposal is one which
does not come within their cognizance. In view of Lhe
{mportance and urgency of the issue involved, I take the
liberty of subzitting this proposal to the perscnal
attention of the President of the United States in the
hope that you, Mr. Fresident, will give 1t your early and
favorable consideration and will entrust the appropriate
agency of the Government of the United 3tates or of the
United ¥ations with further action on tois matter.

You will pormit we to emphasize that the exter-
mination of Jews in German sontrolled territory is golng
on apace, and that aceording to various reports, the
Germans prepare to intensify the extermination of the
gurviving Jews on the eve of thelr defeat. The Swiss
press prominently publisned alarming reports to the
effect that a special division of the Uestapo has arrived
in Hungary for the purpose of renewing the dsportation
and extermination of the Jews of Fungary. actlon on our
propesal at tals time may, thereforae, directly contribute
to the saving of human lives.

1 beg to remain, r. FPresident

Youre falthfully,

L e

Petar H. B BOTL
Chalr
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GESTAPO DIVISION ARRIVES IN HUNGARY WITH ORDERS TO

EXTERMINATE ALL HREMAIFING JEWS

LONDON, Oct. 16 (JTA) -- With Budapest controlled
by German troops, it was reported here today from
reliable Hungarian sources in Stockholm that &
speclal division of Nagl Elite uniis has arrived in
the Hangarian capital with orders to exterminate
the remaining 300,000 Jews in toe country. Another
division 18 en route,

From Switzerland L1t was reported today that the
Basler National Zeitung says that "very reliable
sources” reveal that the deportation of Jews from
Hungary is to be resumed and thattwo transports of
150,000 Jews each are veing prepared. The Swiss
newspaper added that the deported Jews are being
sent"to slaughter houses and extermination camps."

The Swiss peper appeals to the Pope "not to remain
indifferent to events in a country that is especlally
close to the Vatlican." It refers to the protests
against German extermination of Jews made during the
suummer: by the Swiss Government and by the Red Cross
and adds that the Swiss pecople "expect from their
government that, in this case, too, we shall not

fall to do what we can within the limits of our
powers to prevent the war from taking on unnecessary
eruel forms,"



mwmﬂum o ROCEDILY LIRS

2303 Mamacwusers Avenus, N.W.
Wamnnatos 8, D, C
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Heprew COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION v
L

October 17, 1944.

The Honorable ¥illlam B. Hassett
Secretary to the President

The %nlte House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Yr. Hassott: ¥

'|.:

Hobrew Committee of National Liberation to the Fresident g
of June 14, 1944, and to your reply of June 19, 1944, 1 f
beg to enclose copy of a letter walch is belng sent to
the President today.

Referring to the letter addressed by the f"ff A
?

1 am alse enclosing an excerpt from today's
Daily ¥ews Bulletin of the Jewisn Telegraphle Agency
from wolch you will readily appreciate the gravity and
urgency of thls matter.

I would be deeply grateful if you eoull give
the matter your personal attention and 1f I could have
|| tue opportunity to discuss it with you within the next
|| few days. Accordingly, my secretary will call up the
|| Zxeeutive Offices of the Fresldent in &n attospt to =ake
an appointment for me to see you.

Sinceraly yours,

S ey

Foter H. Bergfon
Chal
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the President aof to bs read sk the
requesting l.-nq:“ greehing
is to
ALWAYE s o0 0000 es «S0ITY Froe

« b0
h_
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ve tools and skills %o refugees,
. oannot eomply with request.

tomorrow and glve men, women

{COrganisation for Hahabilitastion

29 by Women
of the
srtisens for post war

Lt
i

i mmul

SEE WOMEN'S AMERICAN OiT




NEPPOEACED FRCM. WOLERS3 AT TIE FTANAS B AOOSEVELT LIRAY

Bernard J. Engbarth,

Larmon Hotel,

Ommgo, H. I.
Telegren to the President, dated 12/1/44.

Quote; WPLEASE DNSTHUCT BRIDGE RESTAURANT THAT REFUGEES WILI DE
TAKEN CARE OF AS FER ORDERS®™

Referred to the War Refugee Doord for on and aclmonledpment,
12/2 /84

Sec — BRIDGE RESTAURANT
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feapectiully referred to o
or Loiuges vonrd for congldeeniion
0o oo et

WILLING T TASIETY
Secrutary to e

Derrard J. Engberth,
Owmeco, M. T.

Tolegres to the President, dated 1271/
CQrotar OPLEASE PRIOVE REFULCSD FTMN OSWEGO TERRITORT AT OHOE®

First copy filed -
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SIMucNS, Mys. David (SINEHS, Dorothes Murrey)

Castle Dalay,

Valkbsyewood P.0.,

Janmies, B.¥.1.
January 11, 1944
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ROSEMALD, Willism
Hationsl Refuges Service, Ine, 5;{6
New York, M. Y. i

Jan. 14, 1944,

The President wrote that the neighborly assistance and guidance |
offered by public-spirited crgenizations and inuividuals to those who have found
haven in this country has helped them to adjust more rapidly to our Americen 1life; to
contribute to the enrichment of our economy énd culture, and to participate leyally
in our strugile for natlonal survival, and that the Hational Refugee Service is respo
ble in large measurs for the successful program of aid to new Americans., The Fresid
recalls that three wears ago he suggested thatu the program of the Mafional Hefugee
Service mignt provide & model of ronstructive absorption of immigrents into American
1ife., Tha record of accomplishment since then, under stress ol war oonditions, has
confirmed that wiew, ‘The Fresident states that it is heartening to know that aue to
the efforts of high-minced men &nc women, our country is prepared to contiiue the well-
cuneived and effective program for aiding newcomers to fulfill thedr hope of becoming
good Americans. — — =Pen and ink notaticn = I telephoned liss Estelle Friedrichs in
Dave Wiles! Office, advising her that the signed original of this lattar was sent direci
to Mr. Fpsermald, hms = = =Attached — Letter to Mr. Tavid Niles dated Jan, 12, 1944,
from Mr, Albert Abrahamson (address unknown) enslosing @ draft of a letter, which he
had spoken to Mr, Miles mbout, to Mr, William Rosmmeld to be signed by the Presidents
ir, Rosermald is completing ten years of leadarship in orpanized refuges work in the U.l
and five years with the National Refugee Service. Ha is being honored at & testimonial
on Jas. 16 and will be presentéd with a book in which will be bound the letter from the
President and others from prominent mens

See - PPF T406




£ PROM HOLDMGI AT THE FRAMES & ROCSTYELY LEAARY

m e ——
lﬂli:.:.'f. ’. Efgé
1-18-44 Q-—..__________...-/

Urote %0 the Fresidest sayiog he hes had reporis from several sourees;
ineluding Englend, of fer-resching ilmportanes sosseraning Falestine, whieh will
nssssnitats thelr resshing important desisioss. Thess desisions may alss require
a immediste trip to England by one or more of the Amsrisan Zicaist leaders. Said
Dr. Eilver and he, so-Chairwen of the Amsrisan Ziealst Emsrgenay Counail, heps the
Fresidest will ses them st the sarlisst posaible mossat for brisf ssasmltation. Com-
sended the Presidest's messsge to Congress. - The above letier was forwardsed via
to Gem. Estmu, l-17-44, — Osn. Satsen replisd to Babbi Wisse, 1-::-«:-..-5-3
after Jam, B, -- Offics same for Miss Barrews, l-Bi-4d4 reported thei ths Postmsater
General, Mr. Freak Salker, talked to Oen, Watsen sbout & Jewish Commities seaing the
Fresidest; said Gen. Eatscn says Juige Rossnman i going %o supply the names and will
ask the Fresidest sbout sesing the Cesmittes Nomday or Tussday, == Osn. Watsmn went
memo to Miss Barrows, 1-£7-44 re phese sall frem Mr, Devid Niles abeut the appolntment,
-= Gen, Fstmn sent talegrem %o Dr. Wise, 1-20-44 e appointment for him and Dr. Silver,
Feb. 14, = Niss Barrows sest mems %o Oen, Watsea, 2-2-44 re shanging sppointment besk
to origimsl time instead of Feb. 14. Notatlom on sems indisates that thay will stiesk
to Feb, 14, === Osn, Hstsom wrete to Sr, Adolph Hald, Mr. Jesoch Elsustein, Mr. Jeseph |
Frosksusr, Dr. A, B, Silver, Dr. Otephen Uisse, Or. Isrsal Coldstein and My, Heary
Noasky, £-3-44 re sppoistment with Prealdsst, Feb. 14 %o disouss contisnanes of immd-
gratien into Falestine snd the setilemsat of see therson. -- Osn. Eatmn sent
talegres %0 smoh on B=d-44 asking that they ter of Feb. 3 as sonfidentisl.
e=e= Ogn, Watson sent telegrem to sash of the sbove-mentiomed mem, 2-10-44 pestponing
indefinitely the sonfersmes scheduled for Feb. 14 and ssying bhe will advise whem
another date has bosn set.

S5EE TO0
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dated 1-ER=44
for IXEOUTIVE ORDEH/establishing im the Executive Offise of the President
a War Besrd, The Board shall comsist of the Seeretary ef Stete, the Seoretary

of the mudthaum#hr,utmm-rmﬂtthh-udm
ageneles or departments %e participate iz its deliberatiens whemever mattars speeially
affecting such agencies oFr departments are under sonsideratien. "I% is sstabliahed in

order to sffectuate with sll possible speed the rescus and relief of such vietims of
snemy oppression, The duties and responsibility and funetions ef the Board are set
out in the Order, =--- A rough dref$ of the Order is attached to the file, alse

nprdh?ﬂuﬁdnuuﬁluﬁ.
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HON, HERBERT E. GASTON 3 / ¢ b _J_)
Asst, Sec'y. of the Treasury -
Pebruary 15, 1944 f,,rf*

-

Writes memo to Mr. Barly transmitting excerpts from en editorial on the War
Refugee Board which appeared in the Manchester Guardian, which he thinks might be
of interest to the President. (Penoil notation on this: "For S.R.R. to read and
return - 59.E.").--Enclosure, above-mentioned, consists of a eablegram, dated 2/12/44
from Ambassador Winant in Londom %o the Secretary of State, and it 1s headed: "For
Secretary of the Treasury and the War Refugee Board from Oasaday.” The editorials
published in the Manchester Guardisn relate to the War Re Board and its program;
they refer to the seeming neglect on the part of the United Mations to this problem,
end they point out the urgency for more consideration in the matter. Attention ia
ealled to the step teken by President Roosevelt "which holds out the promise of that
sart of practical actlion which hes hitherto been largely lacking®, and it is suggested
that Britain teke a similar step in this direction.

See SATT
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mm'w STATE, 2/ £6
Seld=td

Sent Memorandum to the President re statement of Rabbis Abba H, Silver
and Stephen Wise (on suthority of the President, soncerning Jewish nationsl home,
Jewish commonweslth and White Paper of 1939, and 4 Attached a copy
" of Cairo's telsgram mo. 593 (from Hon. Alexander C. Kirk, ocur inister), S-1l-44 trane-
mitting an inquiry frem the Egyptian Prime Mimister to Mr. Kirk, re statement of Rabbd
Silver asd Rabbi Fige after thelr imterview with the President on Mareh 9. Also a ttach
a sopy of Calre's 085, 3-11-44 summarizing the versiom of the statement appesring ia
the Cairo press, and copy of telegram mo. 86 from our Legation at Baghded, 2-1ll-44 aski
for instructions as to wiat can be said to the Ireqi Covernment. Enclosed telagrams
they propose te send to Cairo and Baghdad 1f the Fresident considers them sstisfactory.
wee Carbom initisled "0.H. 0.F. F.D.,R." and retursed to Seeretary Hull, 3-15-44.

SEE C.F. STATE
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April 3, 1944 (filed) ! af

%

wifter the reading of first parasraph of statement on refugeeg.
Some of you people who are wandering around asking the bellhop whether we

have a foreign policy or not, I think that's a pretty good paragraph. ‘e have
a foreign policy. Jome people may not know it, but we really have' /s/ Jack Romagna

penciled notation "Mr. Homagna says to file this note, S.B." -
"Mised at 462 Press Conference"

See 36
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SN, NRNEY MORGENTEAT, 7R., \3/5}4

Iﬂt-nthrﬂlu-in-uughmthnnﬁlth-ﬂthn-uunrth
mnmmmmﬂm-—ﬁnum-mtummuﬂt-
mtmmtﬂtmuumummm-mutuw

ttes on Refugoes. Thinks the President might be interested in that as
.‘ﬁ?ﬂ.mm“'r.wmunun.m.hrnm“,
Director, and Mr. Patriek Malin, Vies Direster of the Commi ttoe
came to Washingtom $o earry en conferenses with Mr. nlh-tuﬁih_d'.i!.
mﬁ—ﬂtuhnh-m.-ﬁuulm--_ﬂmwnmn-
m-i-nhu—l-ﬂthﬁhﬂ“-ﬂmm. Adds that Mr. Taylor has
mﬂmmmmm-tmwmm-muw.nlmu

potation om this: "H.M.,Jr. This is fine 7.D.R.").

See S5ATT
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MEMORANDUM 70 THE PRISIDENT
FEOM Mi. Labin
April 29, 1944.

Esard.—ilr. Elrabhmean
ident and what he is trying %e de for the werld. (Refugees)

SEZ BATT




NEFROCUCED TROM HOLDOMGS AT THE FTUUOOM O ROOSEVELT. LIBRARY

Iumml.u;;-. ¥r. Zlatko ( 55 / 57 é
The Theatre of All Netions
New Yore, N,T. e RS

Let. to the Fresidect noking him to becors ho-orary sponsor of the conserd
they have dedicated to "Free Yorta for ", Ctate taot "Free Forts Jor
lafugoen”, origiially proposed by Sarue on of the l.w York "Fost®, offers
the only congtructive and realistic soluticn to rescue-protlem of countloss
war vietins, On 5/24/44 Mr, Blake referred above to Johnm ¥, Penle, Executive
vir, of the sar Hefugee Poard, askirg him to draft reply for “Ti's algnntlure.
Lets Toturned with draft on 5/29/44. Bejuest denied.

PiraligeA tok



HOLDOMS AT THE FRACLE 0 ROOTEVELT LIBRARY

EPROOUCED FROM
me g
CROVLEY, Hon. Leo T. e
Administrator, foreign Zeonomic Jdministration -~ ﬁ:
June 3, 1944. F7&

“rote the President re the United States arreement to place to.
uccount of the Polish Government the sum of 33,000,000 for the purpose of trans-
porting and caring for Polish refugees in Mexico. Further states that the exchange
of notes stetes that this Government will "place to the account of the Polish Govern-
ment" the sum of ©3,000,000. Secy. of State steted that he regards advances to be
made under this agreement as in the nature of a loan and thot !'r. Crowley agrees with
this., Would like a statement from the President, verifying thatrunderstanding that the
advances to the Polish Government are to be regarded as a loan, und not &s a gift.
- - -Ink nototion - L.T. C. OK T.D.R. 6/5/44 - copy initialed 6/5/44 Retd. to lr.

Crowley 6/6/44.
See - 463
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TAYLOR, Hon. liyron C. (
Haw .‘}Grk, He Y- . 3"?6

June &, 1944. e

Jrote the President enclosing a copy of a letter received from srchbishop
Edward -ooney of Ustroit, liich. which lir. Taylor thinks will intereat the Fresident.
Letter to Mr. Taylor from .rehbishop lloconey dated lay 29, 1944, re the plens for the
"olothes for Italy" campeign, which he has had occasion to see the extent which
lfr. Taylor's "American Hdelief for Italy," orsanizetion is succeeding in the difficult
tonsk of bringing the various Itelo-lmericen groups into cocperation for the welfare of
their needy kinsmen in the battered homelend. States the lir. Taylor's prestige in
leadership is contributinz & greet deal to the result. Further speaks of the bombing
of Rome snd its beautiful buildings end the prospect of taking Rome by &n enveloping
movement rather than by sieme is good and a great blessing for civilization, - - -
Covering letter to Miss Tully from Mr., Taylor dated June 6, 1944, reruesting that she
trensmit the obove letter to the President.

See - FFF 423
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BARB.R, Leslie C. i g ) )

Aurora, llle
June 9, 1544s ckde 6/27/4de

Let. t¢ the Fresilent comaending nim on the D=Uay Ivayer and hoplng
that the "part abowut helpl g us to understond each otarr better mey bo answered

wnen ¢a Caulle ccmes to w oulugtun.” Favors free ports for tie Jeuiuh peoplej
foyors 4th torme = Lot. refurred to dr. Darnes, 3#&?“. ocicds by him and
returned tc use

SuT ot Lok



AF THE PRAMLE 0 RCOSOVET LAY

ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAT OF THEE DUDGET
_H. 1944,

Sends meme. to the Presidest: SUBJECT: ALLOGATION OF §200,000 te the Deph. of State
for the fermer Office of Tereigm Belisf snd Rehabilitstion.——The » June 104k,
wrete to the Bee. of the Treamry givisg appreval. This smeunt is So be sxpended by
the Dept. of Stabs, in semneskion with ssergemeles affestiag the satienal seeurity sad
dafemss, for relisf, ressnstrusiiom, snd rebabilitetion im territeries liberated frvem
Axis sseupshisn by the armsd forees of the Taited Nations amd fer rellef abwesd of ye—

_%ﬁ'ﬂ tarriteries cocupisd or comtrelled by the Axis,The Ty —

[] of

|
i

SEE 79 AUTHDRIZATION TREASURY ND. 4d=84
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MEFOOCED PR AN KT TR, TR B AOOSEVELT LARARY

¥res., Irving J. Sands,

President, DIrooilyn Section,
Batiosal Council of Jewish Vomen,
Brooklyn, Hes .

Telsgrem to the President dated 6/14/4L; ackd. 6/20/LL by ir., Hassett.

Comsanding President [esr steps taxen in setting up & war samp
far &t Fort Ontarie.

to the War Refugee Bourd, 6/21/Ik.

586 = RATIONAL CUINCIL OF JEAISH WOMEN
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- : (
MORGENTHAT, Hon, Henry, Jr. (3 / £,
Jegretasy of the Treasury ;

July 17, 1944, b IO

President wrote stating that by letters of 3/13/42 (lo. 42-108), &/C/42
(No. 42-107), and ~pril 20, 1942 (Yo, 42/3-10), 38,000,000 was allocuted to the Var Hee
location juthority, which wes later reduced by letter of 6/4/43 (42/3-141), to a balance
of 76,500,000, Thess sllocations wers rmde to carry out the funetions erd dutiss of the
Har delooatiom huthority. In eddition to the purposes stated in tho sforecentioned allo-
catlons, they simll also be awmilable to the Ver Helocation juthority for all nsoessEYy
axpenses conmected with the edninistretion of program set forth in l'resident's BLET Y.
of 6/12/i4, to voryress (M. Uno. 696, 7Bth Cong.).---ittached is m ~erorandus for the
Preallent, deted 7/13/44, frou tho Direetor of the Budget re mllocation of funds to the
3egy. of the interior to yrovide for sdministration Ly “ar Heloestion suthority of a
Jar defuces Shelter at sort Untarin, noar Oogwego, lew York.

33k = 79 ~uthorization, Tromasury lio. 4G=10
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TO: 244
KORGENTHAU, Hon, Henry, Jr. pa
Secretary of the Treasury L

May 15, 1944

The President allocated from the appropriation entitled "Emergency Fund for the
President, National Defense, 1942-1944," the sum of $2,000,000 to the War Refugee Board.
This mllocation is mdditional to the sllocation made by letter of January 29, 1944 (44-58)
for the same purpose and shall be consolidated with said allocation and be available for
the same objecta of expenditure and under the same conditions. Attached is a memo, for the
President, dated 5/12/44, from Paul H., Appleby, Acting Director of the Buresu of the Budget,
re above allocation to War Hefugee Board and stating that the proposed sllocation to the
Inter-Governmental Committee for P_%HMM is to fulfill previcus commitments made
by the Department of State to the IGC. Also attached are: copy of memo. to the President,
re: above appropristion, which was signed by Cordell Hull, Henry Morgenthau, and Henry L.
Stimson, and approved by the President on 5/25/44; end a memo from Mr. Hassett to Mr. latta,
dated 5/25/44 re memo for the President from the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of War - original was approved 5/25/44 and returned to Budget

5/26/44.

SEE 79 Authorization - Treasury No., 44-80
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FLINAGAE, The Right Reverend Edward J.
Poya Town, Nebreskn. g,ﬂ'fé’
‘I“-“i 3‘ l?ut o

Wrote the President re the post-war problem of caring for Lhe great
pumbar of orphan children left homelesa, destitute ond sbandoned os a result of the war.
Presgents thres plans for tie garing of these children and alse thelr widowed mothers.
offers his services in this respect mnd fesl his imowledge of tinls problem, geined the
his mony yeers of experience, can be effectively spplied. - -ir, Husgett on suz. 9, 1
in o Momorendum “or Hon. Charles P. Taft, Comittes on Post-lar Programa, Dept. of State
panusats o deaft of an oppropriste sclnowledpment for the Fresident's signeture in
to the sbove letter from Tother Flonepsn, - =Letter to !lr. Hossett from lir. Chorles P.
Taft dited cug. 19, 1944, enelosing two slternntive replics and suying be 18 inolined to
foel thet UMRRA is the pluce where this letter reanlly should be teken cure of. Znclodea
g draft of letter to Oov.rnor Lehsusn,Directer of United Lations Helief und Hehsbdlitution
administrution for the President's signsture. - ~The Presldent in & letter to Jather
Flonagen dated Aug. 23, 1944, atuting that this matter is ons which disturbs the winds
of ull wio bove sny responsibilities for the situstion in Europe after the Jemuon collaps
The President states that this seams to be n matter in vhich the mejeor responsibility
1ies with tha soveroments of the countries where these chiléren belong. leay of them wil
not be in & position to do an sdequote job becouse of the luck of Finmnciul rescurces,
ond of skilled perscnnel to direct the operrticms,. Further states thet the United Nations
malinf nnd Hshabilitation Adeinistratios was set up in order to meet problems of camctly
thia eharacter. In their Welfere Division mnd in thedir Division of Dlaplaced Parsons,
488 Traip VoEsehy ond Mr. fred K. Hoehler, respectively, thoy iwve two individuals who
¢ra noat compestent rnd moat enpor to meet such rospomaitilitios and the President is
sonding ¢ cogy of Tnther Flanepgan's letter to Covernor Lahmnn ond ssking bia to lnvestl-
prte the possibility of providing lesdersilp in sueh un enterprise as suggested. In
slosine the Preaident stotes that hia intersst and meat timely susgestliomare groatly
grpreciated. = =The President in a lstter to Hon, Herbert H. Lehmon deted Aug. 23, 1944,
oncloses & copy of the lettor fros Father Flensgen. States that Pether Flanspan's sug-
ragticns deserve most coreful conslderstion and the President would like to nenr of
rovernor Lohman's plens vhich the Adninistration mey heve in mipd. Owegosta that consul-
tation with Trthor flanegan michit prove to he of value.

S%E - 56
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FEHLE, Hone JoWs
Exso, Dir. War Refuges Board,

8/24A 4.

Writes the President as follewn: "From the unalloosted balance of the 885,000,000

sade avallablo by the Congress thru the ERAA of 1941 and the Third Supplemental ¥et'l
Defense Appropriation Aot of 1642, it is recommended that the sum of §783,760 be made
avallable to the Office of Distribution of the Dept. of Agrio. for the Asericsn Nat!l
Hed Crosss Alse it 13 recommended thet the sum of $285,000 be mode aveilabls to The
Treasury Procurements These allocatlions will cover the costs invelved in the procure-
ment and shipping of 285,000 food parcels of three Klos ench for ultimete distribubion
by the Intermaticnal Committes of the Red Cress to unessimilated persons in conocentra=
tion and refugae onmps in enemy Burcpe.” The American Red Cross has been sonsulted and
will arrange for the pecking and the ahipment of these parcals.--Mr. Latts, August 24th,
reforred thic metter to the Dir. of the Budget for recommendation to the Prosidomb,

SEE 7% AUTHORTZATION TEEASURY RED CROBS
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meb

ROZVMAREE, Charles, Pres., -
Pollan Latlonal Allisnce, -~

f..d—
John J. Olejniesak, Pres., 220 é
Polish soman Cathelie Uniem, ,/ j/{

& Honoreta Wolowsks, Pres.,
Polish "omen's Allimnce,
Chiemen, Illincis.
August 30, 1944,

l'elegram to the I'resident urging that souething be done to »revent the masa ,

murder of some 150,000 Pollsiu men, women ard childrern, who have been rounded up by
the hazis in Warsaw and seni to a emmp at Pruszkew,-—lleferred to clecy. of State, B/30/4

Gk = e
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nmeg - S
WRORANTUM FOR TE PROSTDENT 2 g \\
Septe 11, 1944e ' F/PE

The Director of the Pureeu of the "udeset wrote re the subjeet: Food Fareel
Procrem for Unassinilated Lersons in ‘mroposn inemy Coucentration and Hefugee Canps.
ittaches for the iresident’s si/mature, a wmorwndum i four coples, ‘ndleating the
respective responsivilities of the “weeds f sppropricte n-encles in conneetion with
a food parcel progrem for wnes imiloted persdens in concentretion and rofugee casps in
that part of Burope now held or occupled by the enemy, Purther states that this
memorsnfun constitutes an effeetive ~eply to the letter of Mr, J.". Fohle, Executive
PMreetor of the Wor lefugee Hoerd, addressed to the Fresidemt on Auge 24, 1944, whieh
letter is antteched, and stetes it 18 recommended thet the sum of m,m ba made
evallable to the Offiee of Distribtution of the Depertment of sgriculture for the
ineriean Hutional Red Cross. Also recommends thet the sum of 285,000 be nade avelle
eble to Treasury Procurement.’lr. Jmith closes his semorandum by sayins that the foed
parcel progrem is elecr evidence -f this Governseat'®s resolve to eid helpless people
hurt by the enemy. The attached semorondum will bring about such esaistence and has the
approvel of all intorested agencies and be (Mr. Saith) recommends the Fresideat give
his apyroval, = «The Fresident on Sppé. 12, 1944, in a Memorendum for War Food idaisistre
tor, Secretary of the Treaswry, Chairsen of the .uerican lational Hed Cross, and Executiw
DMreetor of the «wr Hefusee Nourd states that on the recosmendation of the Axecutive
ector of the Wer Refugee BDoard that 255,000 food parcels bo procured by this Govornmsat
for distribtution to unasainmilsted persens in coneentr:tion and refuzee eanps located in
that pert of Surope now held or ooccupied by the enemy, certain steps shemld be teken as
expeditiously as possible: (1) The unobliscted belunces f fumds allocated to the De
ment of Agrieulture froa the spproprietions for Mereigmn Yar fHelief, shall be available
to the (ar Mood idninistrator to procure necessary sgricultural supplice up to & certain
velue, (3) As ngreed between the Americam !stional Red Cross snd the Wer Refugee Board,
the Chairmen of the Americen Net. Red Crose shall arranze for the packing of the food
parcels snd their shipment and Alstribution. (4) The Executive Direstor of the sar Refuge
Reard shall emercise over-ell responsibility for this project. = «=fo. 2 of the sbove was
omit od in the briefing. = =Pen rotetion = Ordge to Budget 9/14/4be
See - 792 *Mr, 3nith also stutes that the Cosbined Dlocknde Cosmittee

in London hes approved the delivery of theose food parcels
to the unmssimilated persons menticned zbove.



WEFPOOSCED PR WADSGS AT THE TTUASeRS O AGOSEMLT LAY

bl
WI3E, Habbi Stephen 8., J/fé /]
Now Tori, li. T. { =
Sept. 14, Lo4d. -

Wrote to Mr, Zarly anelosing let, of sasme date for Fres. urging that decision
on future of Palestine be no longer delayed, and subaltting mimsographed copy of “Mamo-
randus on Pelestine and Partitlon dubmitted to State Department, July 7, lSdd."-——ibovs
sorrespondence sent to Seey. of State, 9/B0/44, ms per pamoiled notation "Seay. of State
To prep. reply.”—=/23/44 Secy. of State sent memo, to Mr. Early, returning sbove, to-
gother with draft of reply. (Mr. Early did not send this letter to Ur. Wise,)-——10/88/44
Rabbi Wise mnd Aabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Oo=Ohairmen of Amarisan Zionist Smergsnoy Counsil
HYIO, wrote to Pres. requesting opportunity to resums thelr discussics of last larch with
respeet to future of Palestine and settlement there of Jewish = beliove it ls ur=
gant to settls problam of what is %0 be done with sorviving Jews in tod areas of
Europe and i other areas about %o be frosd.——Attached are: Ilst. to Fros. from Or. Tise,
dated U 16 /44, re politioal importancs of settling this problem (peneil notation on let,,
in Miss Tully's handwriting: “Gensral Wateon = Will you arrange appt?™) end let, to l'res,
from Jenstor Hobeurt F. Wagner, dated 9/29/44, in re this %uum.-—-!.ufwu Judpe HRosen-
man sent memo, to doberts Burrows re demator's let,——10,/9/44 FIR sent followins telsgram
to Rabbl Wies: "IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT MY PUSITION IS SALN AS BEFOHE. FPOFE T0 SER
YOU IN JAdHDNUTCH FEDNESDAY ."=——dttached is telegram to Mr. Sarly from Hebbi 3ilver of
Cleveland, Uklo, referring to his and Dr. Wise's let, and requesting sarly reply and ap=
polntment. slso stteched is note stating that Cen. Watson talked with Habbi Wiee's offiece
in NYO 10/10/44 and wns advised that Habbi is traveling and had not seen Fresident's wiree
wuld be available Thurs. and would eall Gen. Watson.

- 700 10/13/44 D sent memo. to (en. 'atson saying that lr. Pfassett snid be had
u "phops call from Leo Sask, an nld newspsper san, who is sttending Zleniwsl
Convention st Atlantis City. It appears that Habbi Silwer is in
more or leaa, with “onvemtion, because he 4ild not to
othar day, nlthough .dabbi "ise 4id. Jlwer claina be wrote to Pres. on
9/26/44 asking for the appointnent and never heard from Vhite Moure. as
matter of fuat he and Tise both slined lettar, but as Ten. will reeall,
appt. for “ise was made [rom Byde Park, and Jilwer sas not included.
Jack was referred by !r. lassett to Gen.'s offics and he is now oalling
Gen, “atson. - penoll notation on this memo: ™Oenaral “ctec~ talked to
Lea Seok 10/14/44 told him sorry could not arrange appt for Habbd Jilver
right now.”

:




NEFRCOUCED TROM HOLDSNGS AT THE FRASAB B ROOSEVELT LABRARY

O'COUNGR, Hoo. Basil s
Cheirman, Amsrican ross .
Sopt. 19, 194be F/E6

Letter to the President suggeating that the President give consideration

to the submission of & request to Cengress for an eppropriation of an additional
$25,000,000 for the purchase in the U. 5, of supplies to be distributed by the American
Red Cross or such govt, or other agenoy as the President may designgte, for the relief
of mon, women and children rendered sick or desatitute as the result of hosiilities or
invasion, = Mr. Latta on Nove. 17, 1944 referred the above to the Director of the

of the Budget for recommendetion to the Presideht,. = ~Letter to lir, Hasset$ from

Jemes T, Nicholsen, Vice Chairmen of the American Red Cross cated Nov, 16, 1944, attache
ing & copy of the latter of 3ept. 19th addressed to the President by Mr, Basil 0'Connor

re above,
See - 124



EPRCCUCED TRCM MOLDSNGD AT THE FRAELEG B AOOSEVET LARLRY

F-u.:mru:r whalrsan, G é
United Pulestine appeal, 5 / _ ;

Wrote to Fres. stating that 1544 Yoarbook of United PMmleatine .ppoal, oen=

tral funi=ralsing sgeney in 7. . for reconstruction and m‘wt“i; Jewiah
hocelard L4 Peleatine, will be published on cecasion of 1lth armunl presenthition of
Tiiptt of Stars” = 11/14/44. fequests Prosidentisl nessage for publication in forthe
ooning TrarThoti.=——=9/30/44 Proa. wrote to Lr. treus stating tlat work in belml? of
sufferins Lumanity, to be rmde possible beoause of 1lth annuml presentaticn of "Might

of Steare,” rust ooposl to mll whose hoerts beat with compmmslon for ormressed and up=

derprivilared. res, trusts that (r. traus ond his smssocistes will sontinrue unwearied
in this reod work which they lave ourried on so Meithfully through so sany years, Oreat
1s the need for help, but thot noed in itself will inapire ell to lsbor with renowsd de-

termination to zake easier the lot of teus of t ousands who suffer t'rough no fmult of

thelr own.

iEE = FiF=G01
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O ATATI H ™Y PRSI LT
Catobar <, 191 - R

fione J. s Falle, izesutive Ulreotor, W Refuges Donrd, sends a repart from the
dar Zolocctica ‘ubthorlty ssttine forth its setivitiss in cusmeetion with the Faerpeney f

Pafugea flheliur ot Cowege, Ter York. Attaches the repert which wes sent, depbeuder 19,
14, to the tor Tefugee Doamd YWy V. 1. Myor, Uirector.

e = AB4C



REFROOUCED FROM MOUDSHOS AT THE FRUAMSLE O ROCTEVELT LAY

’-“____,_..-l-—--—-___.
maob ~ |
BEAM LGk " “ONa ;:ﬂhw.| : j / fj‘ .I
Dencratie Vational Conmittee, _ v z
Cotohar 7, 1744, e

lant "Mwe to !, !arry L. Yopkina making that President imadintsly oconsides i
appointment of —usan Swietlik (Poliah) to the 'ational ellef Cormittes [ ron Toylor,
Chnlrman) s=———1C/16/44 lidns Tully returned ., Monnopan'a neac. to (3. Turry lopkins,
attaghing ~eac. of 10/13/44, prepared by ‘x. JJ Mopuins, remrding tio ratter. [llsa
Tully astotos that nobody seons to knov what cornmittoe thio is o which ‘b aniioimn ree=
fara.

JEL = 3NES
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GOLDSCHMIDT, Mrs, Miex
New York 34, M.Y. ’ -3/36
Nov. 18, 1944

Let. to the President - thanks the President for bringing relatives to the

‘ﬂﬁrw Fort Orerio. Writer says she is 65 and came to this country in 1940

Tom Danvig. Cfeard the President's hobby is collecting coins and sends him a box
containing sevent coins of German emergency money from vorld war I, produced in lleissen,
Province Lachsen.

liaferred by 1tiss Tully on 11/27 by memo to George T. “ummerling for

anpropriate acknowledgment of accompanying commnication - asks that the coins be
returned to this office when they have gerved their purpose.

SEE 8756 anc



4T THE PRANNCLES T ADCREVIELY LA

EPRCOUCED TRGM FOLDREE3
mog
MEMORAMDUM FOR MR, HASSETT .
Doc. 27, 194ks JiFé
Hon. David XK. Niles stated that the attachad correapo is

self-explanatory. Says that the ocemsion for a letter st this time i3 that the Neticnel
Hefugee Service is having it8 annual meeting at the Hotell Commodore in January. - -
Enclosura - Letter to Mr. Albert Abrahamson, War Refuges Board, Wash., D.C. from Mr,
Ephraim R. Qomberg stating that attached is draft of s letter, addressed to Mr. Riegelman,
for the signeture of the President. States that the President has froquently sigmed
letters of this character,alse attached copies of other letters which the Preaident haa
sizned, = =M=, Hassett on Jan. 1, 1945, in a memorendum for the Dept. of State forwarded
the sbowe sorrsapandence for reconmendation by the State Dept. Further edvises that

under dste of Jan. Lith, 1944, Mr. Willias fAosenwald of the Hational Hofuges Service,
received & lengthy letter from the Presideat in recognition of the ftenth moniversery of
My, Rosenwald's work with the servics,- - =Memorsndum for Mr. Hassett dated Jan. &, 1945,
forwarding a draft of & letter which ths President may wish to sign in re the sbove, - -
The President on Jan. 8, 1945, in a letter to Mr, Charlss A. Rlegelman, Frealdent Hatiooal
Aafuges Service, Inc., New York, N. Y. ssid "The satisfyinz adjustments made by many re-
fuzess who have been sdmitted to our sountry in recent years are &a encouraging demcnstra-
tlon of the essential soundness of our policy of asylum to those oppressed for reasons ||
of race, religion or political belief. Asong thea are many wio have joined our armed
forces, and many scholars, sclentists end professional people wWho have made substantial
eontributions to the war effort. The Hatisoal Befugee Service hes helped to facllitate
these sdjustments and has thus enriched the community ilife of the natico. These inveluabls
garvices should be continued so0 long as they may be required.”

See - FPF 7406
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