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(Office of the Attorney General 2
Washington, B.L. 25 ey Py

Decenber 29, 1944

A group consisting of Professor Joseph Chamberlain, Columbia University,
-

Mrs. M. P. Schauffler, of the Americans Friends S-E:rri:a Commttes, Mr. I. L.
ks s S74, R
Asofeny, Hebrow Immigrant Ald Soclety, and Joseph Beck, Natlonal Refugee Committes,

F

ars secking vhat Shey call a’iolution of the preblem presented by the detention
of refugees at Oswego, New York. Their plan ie to arrange for a nusber of these
refugoes to obtaln immigrant status by going to Cansde under the pre-examination
practice, obtain o visa from an American Conmul, and them refurn to the United
States under the quota lawe. Since this may come to your attention, I am writing
you about it.

I believe that under no circumstances should any such errangement be mads.
The 982 refugees now &t Oswego were brought in by tmw uxi:'?i??
your approval. TYou reported to Congress nt that time that they were being brought
in for military as well ag bumenitarian reasons, and would be kept temporarily
at Oswego and sent bock to their homelands upon the termination of the war.

When I testified recently before the Immigration Committee, several
Senators wanted to know how these refugees could be brought in legally; and I
assured them that they were not brought in under the Immigration laws but simply

as refugees for deteantion in a camp until after the war.
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2.

I tulnk if any of them were released it would create very sericus trouble
in Congress where suspiclon already prevails that the administration is trying
to get around the restricticns of the Immigration laws. It would be talen,
and with some justification, as a breach of faith by the Administretion.

Respectfully yours,
Y

AU

Attorney General



January 17, 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GLNERAL xs0

1 have yours of Leccmber
twenty-ninth and agree wholly
that the refugees at Oswego

.
ought definitely to go back

X

as soon as we can find places

for them to go in physical

safety. Most certainly we

ought to keep faith with the #/9

Congress.

F. D. R.
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GRULBAUL, Isanc, Chalrean z
fegcuo Comaities - T“A
Jerusalem = e

February 1, 1945 - not ack.

Lable to the Fresident, asking aid for Jews in concentration campd, oto.,
and that Jewish re be permitted to go to Polestine, ete.
Refe mémo, 2/3/45, to the Acting Secretary of State for sttention

and & propriate action.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March O, 1045,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIN BARNES: .10

Will you look this man up
right awvay and let me have a report?
F.D.R,

it L o
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FGB January 24, 1945,

Respoctfully referred to the officials of the Department of State =)
for attention and appropriato action '

M. C. LATEL
Executive Clark

Tolograms to the Presidant exprossing hope for o succesaful BIG THREE
CONFERIICE and that the hopes of the JEWS for tho ostablishment
of a JEWISH COBOINELLTH in PALESTIME be fulfillod:

ROTH, EEVEMLY, Wow York, H. Y., 1/22/45,

ROSENTHAL, BETTY, New York, H. Y., 1/e2f45.

SIEJDGE?E?}DHH, Vhittier Hall, Columbia Univarsity, New York, N. Tuy
45,

SCHETUN, ELLHORE, Mew York, M. Y., 1/22/45,

TAPIDGS, GERTRUDE, Now York, W. T, /!

GISSER, NORML, Now York, il. Yay 45,

EOPRIMI, DAVID, New York, N, Y., 1/22/45.

SIDORSKY, DAVID, New York, M. Y., 1/22/45.

COHEN, SEYMOUR J., Now York, H. 1., 2 45,

ZI0w. HAPCEL HAMIZRACHI, 4901 1éth ive., Brooklyn, N. Y., 1/e2 /45,

W@ YORK COUNCIL HAPOEL HAMIZARCHI, 11835 Broadway, Now York, H. T,, 1/22/45.

YAVVEH HAPOEL WAMIZRACHI, 1135 Eroadway, Now York, N. Y., 1/22/45.

ZAVIH, J., 562 Alabama Ave., Brooklynm, H. Y., 1722454

nhmmlﬂlng ,, 95 Taylor St., Brocklym, N. Y., sent from How York City,

S HHER

Tolograns to the Prosident urging the Prosident to carry out his promise
to help croato the JEIISH COMOMWE.LTH of PALESTINE for the millions
of homoless JEWS:

FRIED, PR\RL, New York, H. Y., 1/22/45. :

IEVINE, RAEBI HERSCHEL, JEMISH CEUTER OF T, VERHGH, How Tork, M. T., 1/22/45,
NOVECK, RABRI STMON, Cedarhurst, L. I., MNow York, N Ta, 1f22/a5.

HIRMES, DEBORAH, New York, H. Y., 1/e2/45.

WEINBERG, DEBORLH, New Tork, N. Y., 2/45.

RABTNOWITZ, MRS, JACOB G., New York, N. Y., 1/22 /45,

KESSEDLN, BERNARD, Now York, M. Y., 1/22 /45,

ALPERT, PAUL, Now York, H. Ti, 1/22/45,

SHERLN, MRS, JMNA, New Tork, N. Lo 1/e2/45,

RUBIM, HIRLM, New York, N. Y., 1/22 045,

S R

STRAUS, MRES. J. LOUIS, Presidont, ST. PLUL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WQLUEN, St.
Paul, Minn,, 1/21/45, Tologram stating that the 500 mombors of St
Paul Council of Jowish Women implore tha Presidont to do his utmost
to keap the doors of PALESTINE opon o JEISH REFUCEES and to assist
in frecdom of the people of INDIA.

.--"_H_H ——
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 5, 1945

MEMOFANDUM FOR THE FEESIDENT

Subject: Desicnation of Successor to Myron C. Taylor
is hepresentetive of Thie Government cn the
In{ergovernmenul Committee on Heiugees.

In view of the resignation of the Honorable kyron C.
Tayler ss reoresentative of this Government on the Inter-
governmental Compittee on Refugees, the Far Fefusee Boarg <577
has oroposed the designetion of ir. Farl Harrisonm, lormerly
Commiesioner of Ismirration and Naturslizatiom, &z hie
guccessor. L concur in this susgestiocn.

x3865

It ie hoped thet kr. Harrison will be able to oroceed
to London immediately to conmsult with the mesbers of the
Intergovernrentzl Committee and the British Government with
recard to the progrem and budget of the Commitiee and to
make recomnendations to the Departument thereon.

The Intergovernmental Committee has recuested contri-
butions fror the British and United Ststes Governments in
the amount of §4,000,000 each for the calendar year 1943.
The %ar Refugee Boart considers thic amount to be inade-
guate to meet the responsibilities of the Intergovernmental
Comuittee, which consist of the care of racial, religious
and political refupees who cannot or do not desire to re-
turn to their countries of crigin or naticnality end of
findirg homes for them. The number of such refugeee is
estireted to be in excess of one millionm. The functions
of tie Conmittee are sunslementary to those of UNFRA, whose
responsibilities extend solely to the care and resatriation
of those who can be renatrieted. '

The British snd United Stsies Governmente zre jointly
committed, subject to enabling legislation, to ihe sunplying
of funde for the operational exvcenses of tie Comnittee until
a master budget cen be oresented to sll the member governments
of the Committee for contributions on the Geneve scele.

I shall appreciate your informing me whetber the desig-
netion of Yr. Harrison in_this cevacity will aeet with your

auproval, %ﬂ S u;_..s
= A A Ay,

Ry &
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 124, 1945 }

MEMORANDU% FOR THE PRESITENT

Supject: Exvenses of uir. Earl Harrison
in nis misslon Lo -

Eeference is made to the forthcoming mission to P
London of ur. Earl Harrison to consult with the Inier-
governmental Committee on Fefugees and the Britieh

—foveTnaent, with Tesect to the orogren of the Committee
for the calendar yeer 1945 and the contributicn of this
Covernment towerd the excenses of the rrogram. It is
coneidered that exvenses to be incurred by him in per-
forming this mission would be within the purview of the
aporopristion, "International Conlerences (Emergency)"”,
conteined in the State Depertwent Approcristion Aet
for 1345, under which your snecific ap wroval is recsuired
for meeting expenses of participation by the United
Statee in eny international activity.

It is therelore recomrenced that you indicate
your approvel of meeting the exnenses in connection
with ¥r. Harrison's mission from thie epprooriation.

AT

a4
x +i7
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Hir, Ssnnde B.O. =1

Worthazpton, Mess. -’/ 2/ &6
1;11!“ = unacks . 3
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1ot., enolosing clipping from New York Times entitled: "Mbneld Pleads for

Open Pnlestine." - waDonnld, {rran of the Fresident's
nefugens.

idvisery committee on Hutional

SEE  1l44=A
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DAVIES, Hone. Joseph E.
1/17/46.

The President, by memo., referred for advioce as to reply - letter from
Juliena, Cape Cod, Mass., 7/19/44, to the President, in re so-called
politieal deportees of ibeNetherlands, that is political prisopers and
Jews, who so far have not had the good fortune of receiving food and
olothes parcels, like the prisonessof war of military desecription, Asks
if it would be possible to obtain a permit for sending funds for this
purpose from this Country to the International Red Cross in Geneva,

Switgzerland,

SEE 246
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FFELZ, Jeo Yo Y
“xec. Tire, ur Refuce Tocrd, N oA ‘)

Jene 19, 17%5. I

Lotter 4o the irosidest, recomnendin: that the sum of 71,125,000 be
comitted for er afusce Noard purposes fro. tho unobli; ted balance of the 385,000,000
mude rwniloble oy the Congrosa thoough the Haar;eacy wlief Approprleation ict, 1941, and
the Third Supplamantel Mationsl Defense approprirtion aet, 1942, continoed avoilsble until
6/30/45, by the decond Defieleacy ‘ppropri tion iet, 1944, usi now allocsted to Crossury
Procuroiont. “ho purpoue of thls commitaent oould bo for tho procuroment snd ship ent of
100,000 three=kilo food puscela for ultinute Mdutribution by the Interastic.al Lomittee
of the Ted .ross to unussinilited persons in concentrmtion wad rofuee eanps in thot purt
of Furope now hold or cccupled -y Lhe onemy, = = =ir. Latte on Jan. 19, 1945, roferred m’
the .irector of tho 'urcau of the Budset for rocoumendction to the I'roaidenty the ahowve
lettor. "

See = 79 /uthori:stion - Treasury Hod cross
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MEMORARUIM FOR THE 1MSITDINT - ' .
Jan. 27, 1945 2/ PB

The .irestar of the lursau of the fndget wrote re the Food Parcel Frogrem
for lpternees in Enesy Concentrution and Aefupee Janps, Attachss for the iresident's
slgnaute B ~eMOTRAdUR L0 EhE DeaFatiry of tho Tressury, the Chairsan of the saorioan
¥ntionnl fed Crosa ~nd the Zxzecutive Directar of the .y HAefugee Board, sutborizing the
exponditure of 71,125,000 fro: the Yorelon <or falief funds ellocated to the Treasury
peportasnt for the purchase of food parcals to Lo distributed to unassiniluted perscns in
soneentrution and refuges caspa 1o territories oow hald or oscupied by the eneay. The
Geitiph end sacriean Jlooksds suthoritles Lave spproved the yropossd progras und the
Internstional Cocmitbes of the ied Crooa sill distribute the arcels. ilesccmonds the
approvel of this roqueat. = =rresidentisl Hsmorandon for Sscretery of the Troasury dated
Tun. 71, 1945, stnting that since the procursoment and shipsent of the aft5,000 food puok=
apes for distribution to viotias of enemy persecution in Eurcpe, referred to in his
somorcndum of September 12, 1944, have been sucesssfully completed, the ‘mecutive Uirsster
of the 'ar Refuges Hoord has recosmended that mn additional 300,000 three-kilo food parcels
bo procured by this BGovernsent for almiler distribuetion to unassinilated parsons in eon~=
cantention and refusoe camps logated Li that sart of Zurops now hald or ccoupled by tha
onemy. The ‘resident directs that cortain ataps Lo ieken imscdiately. = The unoblizated
balnpaes of funds alloortod to the Tressury Jepartment froa the appropriations for forelmn
ier “gliof, costinued available until June 30, 1945, by the Jecond Defloiency Appropria=
tion ot, 1944, shall be avnilsble to tha Jeepet-ry of the Tressury up to & valus of
1,125,000 to prooure commercially these purcals sad for roimburdescnt to the smerlcan
Matiomal Red Crosa for the cost of wnpahousing withiz the United Stetes and the ultlmste
transportetlon of thess parcela to the International Committes of the Hed Cross, is
agread betwesn Tressury Frocuresant Myision and the <ar defusee board, the Ulrector of
Procuresent shall errangs for the jurchuse of thess parcels for dalivery to the searican
Hationml ded Uross, The Chalrman of the arloun Kutlonnl fed Jross ahall orrenge for the
warshousi g within the United dt tea end shipplog of food parcels to the Interns¥ional
cosmittes of the fad Crosa for ultimate distrivution waong sueh unassisiloted persons.
The Executive Mrector of the Wer fefugoe board ahall exsroise uver-all respunsaibility
for this project. - =Foneiled notution = Orig. rotd. to budpet 2-L-454
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MEMORANDUM T0 MR, HASSETT - N
Mar. 12, 1945. B/

Dr. Isador Lubin wrote re transporting the thousand refugses in Rumanis
to Palestine; draft of propossd lstter fo Tice Admiral Emory 3. Land, War Shipping Admin.,
for the Prasident's signature; mems of 3/8/45 to Mr. Hassstt from Dr, Lubin re above sub=
joot, end draft of proposed lstter fros the President to Emory Land. - -Mamorandum for the
Secretary of State dated Mar. 13, 1945, from Mr. Hamgett stating that the accompanying
correspondencs (the above memo to Mr. Hassett froa Dr. Lubin) re refugess in Rumania, with
guggested drafts of lettera for the President's signaturs, is raapectfully referred to the
gecy. of State for recomendation. Brig. Genm. Williem 0'Dwyer, Executive Director, Wer
Refuges Boa-d, informs Mr. Hassett that this reguest doas not come within the scope of the
Poard, = - =Memorapdum for Mr. Hassett dated Mar. 27, 1945 from Hen. Josoph C. Grew stat-
ing that ke cannot recommend that sitheof the letters atteched suthorizing the use of War
Shipping Admin. shipping for the transport of refuzess from Humania to Palestine be signed
by the President. Information received by cable from Sucharest confirms a tentat ive repor
made to Mr. Fmssatt earlisr by telephone by Mr. Warren that Jewish refugess in fumenis oo
have the status of immigrants for Palestine and thus ars subject to the issuance of Pales-
tine cortificates by the British Fassport Control Office in Fumanis, Further appears that
¥3A shipping will not be nseded fer this purpose in the immediate future becsuse the
55 SMYRNA, refitted to carry fifteen hundred passengers, has been held available at Cons=-
tanzs for soms wesks by the Jowish ~gency for Palestire apd the American Jewish Joint Dist:
bution Committes to carry such passengers to Palestine as may be in possessicn of valid
sertificates ond exit pormits.

Ses - TOO i
Mr, Hasgett sent m mamorandos for Dr. Iubia, 4/4f45, stating
tiat the Acting Secretary of State sdvised that he camnot
recommend that either of the letters be gigned by the Froaldent.
The Asting Secretary reports that Jewieh refugees in
Bumania now have the status of immigrants for Palestine and
tims are subject to the issance of Polastine certificates
by the British Passport control Office in Pumania. Thoy will
not be shle to lsave uatil all necessary procedures are
setablished.,
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