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Let . to the .Pres i.dent 1 s ,dotoer f rom !;l1:1r a Ragaz , Gartenhofstrasse 7, 

luri.ch 4 , Switzerland , August 14, 19,Si encloses a docwnent regarding 

Dr. Franz Rehrl, former Governor of Salzbur~ , who nas been imprisoned ; 

llis healtn ts elltlant;ered , and as .drs. Roosevelt tnet Dr . Rebrl l ast year, 

appeals for a i d i n hls behalf that hls prison term be shor t enea or at 

l east nis situation in pri son improved . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT£ 
WASHINGTON 

I n repl7 reter ~o 
PR 3..3. 6315/128 

lly dee.r 111ee LeHand: 

October 22. 1938 

Ita compliance wt th tbe PreSident • a meraorandum 

ot October 15, 1938 , the Amertcan ConeUl General ~t 

Zurich •ill be instructed to acknowledge receipt o! 

Will Raga~• • communication t o Wra. Jaa•a Rooaevelt, Sr . , 

if the Preatdent concur• wtth tbil action. 

Since Dr. Rebrl is a oollttcal ori eoner, tt woul4 

•••• inadwtsable tor Wre. Rooaevelt, the Pr eatd~~ t•a 

.O'ther, to go beyond t bls &.eknowl edgment., but we ahall 

be gla.d t.o n-1 'te a letter for hor atgnature t! the 

Pr e~tdont wleheu. 

Your ftle ts returned berewlt.h t or convenient 

roteronoe . 

Sincerely yo\U'&, 

Enclooure : 
Yo ur !1lo. 

J.:J.aa llarsuerl u A. LeHand, 

Priv-te Seoret&ry to the Prea14ent., 

The 7blte House. 
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Ad,..... ._.......,.....,.,. 1 \\'U,.t.IJ' 

ae rrom Gartenboretraeae 7 , 
Zur1ob 4,Switzerlan~ 
Auguet 14th 1938 

I r eceived to-day t he eneloeed document conoernins Dr.Rebrl whom 
you met,as I am told, laet year 1n Salzburs . I am sending it to our 
Genev~ Otric e to be t ranslated into ~nsl1ah and t o be aent on to you 
a s q\/ckly as possible; ror t here seems to be a human lire at etake. 
Tbia alone gives me the courage to address myself to you wbo in the 
9resen t time mus t be submersed by r eques t s rrom all sides . But ~ know 
tram other exoeriences that names rar l ees ramoua than yours have 
ach1eTed wonderful chansea ror priacnera. A simple l e t t er asking ror 
newe ,enquiring after Dr.Rehrl' a health and eisned wi th your name =ay 
at l east orocure him tbe neceaaary medical aesistance and t be perm­
iss ion to have the diet adequate to h ie state or health. 

As ror the w*r1ter or the l et t. er eontain1ns tbe statements about 
Dr.Rehrl I oan take rull guarantee ror ber abaolute r eliah1lity. She 
1s a oersonal rrieno or mina ;ahe does not live in Salzburg, but hae 
many connex1one there . Politically she stands en other grounds than 
Dr. Rehrl;but abe soeaka with the highest esteem or hie oer sonal in­
t egrity and or his merite with r esard to Salzburg's Oevelooment whilst 
he was in orr1ce. 

Truatt ns that you will kindly excuse my i ntrudins on you and hop­
ins that you may be able to give your hel9 to thie Tict im or nazi-iam 

I r emain 
Yours ve ry truly 6'/w,,.. ~ii 

Clara Ragaz. 

P.S. I am not writ.1ns th1e in the name of the '1-I-L-P-i' , but 
a s a or1vate o ereon although 1 am sure that my Co-Oha1rman would 
tully coneent t o the ateo 1 am taking. I only use cur l et t er-oaoer 
because I am utterly unknown to you ,and it may ehow you what 1 
am wortins ror . 



pr . F'runz R o ll r 1 , t'Ol'Oe r COvernor (Loncleahoupt a.ttnn) or 
lolzburc , wes e rroe t.e-tl lrmdlatoly otter tho onnext\tlon or ;;.uotrla 
by Uat.1onel-Soo1&11et. :.kn .. ·lllft)' . Ha w~:~s r oleu:sod artor u lliOnth but 
hue ud,eln beon 1nrr1rtonot1 n1nce tho bebinnino of :.uy . He h,!la beon 
aut terlot,; t'r o.:.l Dlabet.ea for •10ny years &nd liurltlt;. hill luprlaonr.en't 
t.~11 oalady 1ncre~eo~ t.o euoh a dOirOO ~~t bia r~~1iy woa in ~root 
taer t~n-'i tJ:wt e ve!. t.:1e au\.hor1t.1eft haC hlo trul'latorred to t. .e , rle.on 
h~a:·1tc.l ( !n _u1s11.enspl t.•l) . llls ate to or he 1 Cob htJI r•l.:ter . o~ 
l:or:'lle I'll nee , 65 l.lr . :tehrl h '1thout. •..;041ca.1 • lat. '"'Ce o:.o care , 
ubic!l t:ould. b' neceaoc.r. tor DOUto .• e .&o ilL • w , tor tnett~.nce , 

t.o o : 1.] tte J.a.ll.., lnJoct.lona or Ineulln hl..selr . • oroover . nls 
tu:U.ly ta no lonc.or allot.~a:l t,o brlQb hin food rrepered oacordiroc.. t.o 
t.be d. lei. he neo-.1 1.11 .t~• tu.oa to e 1t t.he ord1n r) prl~Jon food . 

or . Heh.rl ie ... llO'o<tU ·t1o1tn rrcr.1 ttia r&ully ot.l) ouo every tHo wettkD 
t.ht.J 1hturviews,Hlt1oh lbl lJJt~L ft'Ot.o s - 10 r.rl.nut.oa eocot'4int. to the 
r.ood or the k:eopor, oro at.ricly Wtlt.ched . lie h not. tJ.llO\·tod. to dlacua 
h1a legul position \'lith bil' oocrote ry or Ida aollloitor . e and hl s 
Cut11ly u r G ent i rely ln t.he derk 86 to t ho aooul!«t.lona t on.ted f.ilt-.elnst 
h1o • . dJ.ut be ni,.eolt 4oa1rea is 'to e:e t ll r e.!t"'Ultu· t.rlal '·'hich ·.:culd 
neoes1 urtl; sl"lati t.t~Jt t.M• aeouaat.lons brou_.-:t. o~.-ot net hie tt.re Wl -
rounde~j . Jeasonat lo poo~ lo , even in the r anks of tn• J~tloratl .... oolul 
let l&rty S&7 tlJ t t.be brrtet or ~r . Rebrl la a d.ll~r·ce in Lte eyea 
or l.te \.orl<L C:ll.,. t.t.~e:; do r.ot l{.n-01. t:ow t.o Ju loll)' Ilia arl't:lat. w:.d. 

... t.o:: t ... eretore clrcult~otb tbe lOSt. ebsul'd ftOoua•t.lO:t• ap~J.st ... r . _"!e!lr 
ln oNer to hit. , t.t l••~t. ~:.rally , the Ubl1 who h&a• .lOr.e eo rucft 
poa1t1ve ~:or ... ror tt.e o1t.~ anJ cot.nty ot' S6lzb\l.rL. Tho rur.our wos 
apreeo t.hnt the clt.y runca hod been ~shandled bn4 , •oove al~ , thdt 
llr •• tehrl t.od co-:-.t.11.t.ed t.t.e t;jroo t aat. cri!r.e in th.e eyee ot the ;:az i s . 
nuu.el;,~ t.not tle held lnvtustort W.e pt'operty i n .9.:lt=O'rlt1hd . J;.vaa it ne 
tuad lnvoat.ell h.ie o·.m lo-•~ally ao"ulrad pro,wn•ty in u toruit.n QOuntcy 
tn order r.o pr oLact. it. frO.J bu1DL seized bOd t o Rovu 1'- ror his 
ohildron (the .~ t tonol .. ~oct Jlicts a l ways contisctatin. t.ne property 
or their pol tti~l op IOnttnt.a) thin could not J1Jt.t.i ty the treetc:aent he 
in aubJuct ed to . •te bunk ... ticoount in Sd.lT.bur ,;. hlli!J t.eoo blocked and 
•• ~r .. ~ehrl doa!'! uot. J1 -oau ot ouch Q:~tzr. , n.u h d t.hout. f1nunc1&1 
I'Af.IO • 

h*'- is cue~ worae ror ~12 • . ~over. 19 to kr.~ t.bbt. he 1a uttorl~ 
~ol,les3 eno without po 1~111ty ot def~nj1~~ h!r~elr and thb& there 
111 lltt.le c:!bnce or hl ever ettinc; out ot t.r-1& t.oll •live. ..~e 

poli t lco.i prisonur er• belt.· det:;Ora.llzed by t.elr not bci.n8 allcro1ed 
to rend or •rrit.e . 

ur • . tebrl ' s r a . .ill' he ;ot ntrlot or de r s not t o t.Qll onyt.t.l~ &Uout 
tho troatr~eot of tJr • . t'a . 'Ol" tnst"!lCt!i , :.He hOUBO-I•id H£1G W!lrtlCd 
t.hut ebe \toul1 bo flt'rtiltad it aho t olt1 OJ\, t.hlu, huout.. t.h<J houae-
aeorohinf:> . ~~eo tl.e toully ! a not ttllowe~J t.o u a t. rormar friand a or 
l.ho eaorGtory at ur . Uohrl . •'hoy only do it wit.n t.ho troatee& 
o"utlon and under ~u~or • 

• ~ ~ o~t.1ontu .. -3oohal1st. liJ l lat.llDt h&B Wlttn sut tat. o~r • . ~ehrl ' o 

Jlapoahl . 



!'ago 2 . 

It la ••rntetlJ ur~ad ~tat thla lntor~~lon be treated r.ltb the ut30at 
oeutlon; aboTt all , the t&Qily ot Dr . ~ehrl'e ~e~ noTer bo ~ntloned 
•• l~a aouroe , slcce it ·.10\lld ..ee.n &raot de~ar ~o t!utn. Fer hopa an 
lnYltatlOD fro,.., • .re . ;tooaevelt. 1 the oothtr Of J rea14tnt .-looaevolt , 1h0 
:.t Dr . Aehrl in ~alzburs, coul4 ahorten t he tlce or h1~ ~risonoent . 
In all.)' ooae, lt pro:J.t,nen't .ntaerlc&n J'lllraonelitle• etoO'IIOd t.holr in"teres't 
tn Dr . Rehrl , hie situation in prison a!oht ot leeat l~prove . 

In thll r.ocont oed ne\ol!l r-ro.o .Jolt-burt) are rellloh1rto . .e : JJr . ri:ehrl ' s flr:10ere 
and t.ooa are beoinning 1.0 supa-~urtitO , \lhicl• la a ver)' buo al ,_n in tl oa.ae 
ot diobotee , If aooethlng con be dono it. ut1at. be done ttuict<ly botore it 
is too loto . 

Since I , tho writer or tn13 letter , hn u~ble ,on4er preva1l lne con-
41t1ona , to 4taoloea uy neue , the pereon tho te to~t~rdln& tne let"ter 
vouobeo tor ttle trut.-. or the above Lo.ror.!#tlon . I hold the intor:~ation 
tro • prl~ry eources . 1 . ~ . tro~ tt.e aotber un~ eletor or ~r .1ebrl ' s . 
r e i>treon who la rotvLPdl.r.& tho letter ~~~.nou oA persollfally , ~ n.aat end. 
e~dreea , •nu ia a~le, ir necessary , ~o ~tve tur~her lntorL~tlon • 
.. ~1 those who ore in e position to help aN ur ... enc.ly rB·!,UO ,ted to do so • 
•• ••lu•t.Jle h\&o..O.#n being is 41sap..-ee.r1ns in t.be t.Oola or the ::&:.is . 
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Kra . lU l dr &d &oot.t. Ola1t.td, " 
~atlonal or,~Ja•t.lnn Secret~ry, 
~no '• lpttmt_\.ton l..aa t.V.• •oc Fune 

73' t Str..,-t, )1 , 11 . , 
la.aJ.l116toD, 1#. C, 

... 

ie the oue ot ._,.. ltrnea\. Jleb..rl of unrh • ..t-o -.. u.ro.-u lnt.o 
prlloD aft.r '.ala took ~•r Auatrl•J ~re. Cl .. Lod ~ndare lt, '" •t- of l.lr . Jtehd •• , .. ..,lct t'nt.art.al.n~ ,.,... l'oo••"elt, h. wouJ<'t 
ba po11lble for her t.o -wrlt.e h.U. a ht.hr lnvitin& hia t.a vtllt. 
A.Mrloa 1 thh would *lc• luttlolent. lmpreulon al'l th" autt.or lt.he 
fo r L-hcta t.o t\ast .. u hill t rhl or all"" h.l111 to h11Ye hh own P"' I"IMal 
physic ian o.od .ore ool!ll'ort.•bl& o•r• •hll!!t in rrhon . 



JaD~ 10, 18~t 

Soott O~ted expl~in• \ t tel r . It the 
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