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Let. to the .President's sotaer from Clara Ragaz, Gartennofstrasse Ty

Jurich 4, Switzerland, August 14, 1938 encloses a document regarding
ur. Franz Rehrl, former Governor of Salzburg, wno nas been imprisoned;
1s nea I angered, and as ulrs. Roosevelt met Dr. Rehrl last year,

appeals for aid in nis behalf that nis prison term be shortenea or at
least nis situation in prison lmproved .
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to October 22, 1938
PR 363,8315/128

My dear Miese LeHand:
In compliance with the President's memorandum

of Oetober 15, 1938, the American Coneul Ceneral at

Zurich will be instructed to acknowledge receipt of
Mise Regaz'e communication to Mre. Jamese Roosevelt, Sr.,
if the President concurs with this action.

Since Dr. Rehrl is & political prisomer, it would
seem infdvisable for Mrs, Roosevelt, the Preeident's
mother, to go beyond this scknowledgment, but we shall
be glad to write a letter for her signature if the
President wishes.

Your file ie returned herewith for convenient
reference.

8incerely yours,

) _szi —
Enclogure! 5 /_(/b,,é ey,

Tour file.
Chief of Protocel,

Eise Marguerite A, LeHand,
Frivate Secretary to the President,
The White House,
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as from Gartenhofstrasse T,
Zurich 4,8witzerland
Mra. Roosevelt, August 14th 1938

Madam,

I received to-day the enclosed document concerning Dr.Rehrl whom
you met,as I am told,laet year in Salzburg. I am sending 1t to ocur
Geneva Office to be translated into “nglish and to be sent on to you
as guckly as possible; for there seems to be a human 1life at stake.
This alone givesa me the courage to address myself to you whe in the
nragent time must be submerged by reguests from all sldes. But 4 know
from other experiences that names far less famous than yours have
achieved wonderful changes for priscners. & simple letter asking for
news,enquiring after Dr.Rehrl'e health and signed with your name may
at least orocure him the necessary medical assistance and the perm-
fasion to have the dlet adequate to his state of health.

A for the wiriter of the letter containing the statementes about
Dr.Rehrl I can take full guarantee for her absolute reliablllity. She
ie a nersonal friend of mine;ehe does not live in Salzburg,but has
many connexions there. Politically she stande on cother grounde than
Dr.Rehrl;but she sveake with the highest esteem of hle vpersonal in-
tegrity and of his merits with regard to Salzburg's develonment whilst
he wae in office.

Trusting that you will kindly excuse my intruding on you and hop-
ing that you may be able to give your helo to this vietim of nazi-ism

I remain

Yours very truly % & %2;77
Clara Ragaz.

P.5. I am not writing this in the name of the W-I-L-P-F,but
as a nrivate nerson although I am sure that my Co-Chalrmen would
fully consent to the sten I am taking. I only use our letter-paner
becauses I am utterly unknown to you ,and it may show you what 1
am working for.
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anz R a8 , formsr Governor [Landeshauptmann) of
Salzburg, was arrosted imnmedistely efter the annexation of Austria
by Natlonel-Sccislist Germany. He was relessed after & month but
hes ageln bean imprisoned since the beginning of lay. He has besn
suffering froa Diabetes for many years and during his inprisonment
this maledy inersssed to such a degree that his family was in great
fear and thet even the authoritiea had him transferred to the prison
hospltal (Injuisitenspital), liia ateve of heelth hes rather got
yworase saince, as Dr. Rehrl is without medieal sssistuance anao cars ,
whieh would bs negessary for someone so 111, He hes, for inatonce,
to arply the daily injections or Insulln himself. lioreover, his
fanily 1s no longer sllowed to bring him food prepared according to
the diat he nesds wnd he hus to eat the ordinary prison foed.

Or, Rehrl ie sllowed visits from his Tanily only once every two weaks
the interviews,whleh ney lest from 5 - 10 minutes according to the
nood of the keaper, are striely watehed. Ha ie not allowed to dlscus
hls legsl position with his secretery or Lis sellieitor. e and hls
fumily are entirely in the dark as to the agousations formed sgainst
him. Whet he himself desires is to get & regular trial which would
negassarily show that the sccusations brought egeinst him are un -
founded, deasonesble people, even in the ranks of the National Soolal
ist Farty say thpt the arrest of DLr.Rehrl is a disgruce in the eyes
of the world. Only they do not Know how to Justify his arrest und
thay thersfors circulste the most sbsurd accusstions sgsinst Ur, Hehr
in order to hit, &t leeat worally, the man whe haeg done so mueh
positive work for the oity and county of Salzburg. T he rumour was
spread that the city funds had been mishandled snd, above &ll, that
or.Renrl hod committed the greatest crime in the eyes of the Hazls,
nemely thet he hed invested his property in Switzerland. Even i hs
had invested his own legally seguired property in a foreign country
in order to protect it from being seized and to save 1t for his
children (the Hetlonel-Socislists always conflecatini the property

of their politiecsl opponents) this could not Justify the treatmsnt he
1s subjected to. His bunk=-scecount in Salzburg has been blooked and
as Dr.Rehrl doss not dlspose of much cash, he ism without flnuncial
MeGNS .

\ihat is much worse for him, however, 1s to Know that he 1s utterly
halnless and without porsibllity of defending himself and that there
is little ohsnce of his ever pgettlng out of thls hell slive, The
politicnl prisoners are being demoralized by thelr not belng allowed
to read or write.

Dr, Hehrl's fa:dly has got striect orders not téd tell enything aboub
tha trestment of Dr. ®'s. For instancs, the house-maid was warnsd
that she would be srrested if she told enything soout the house-
searching. Aleo the fanlly 1s not allowed to meet formar friends or
the secratary of Dr. Rehrl. They only do it with the greatest
caution and under danger.

A Hotional-Sooislist legul essistent hes been put at Lr. Gehrl's
diasposul.
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It 1s earnestly urged that this informaticn be trested with the utmost
caution; ebove &ll, the famlly of Dr. Rehrl's must never be mentionsd

as 1ts source, since 1t would mean greet danger to thenm, Ferhaps an

invitation from Lrs. Roosevelt, the mother of iresldent Roosevelt, who
met Dr. Rehrl in Sslzburg, eculd shorten the time of his inprisonment.
In any cese, If prominent amerlican persconalitie=z showed their intersst
in Dr. Rehrl, his situation in prison might at least improve.

In thls moment bed pnews from Salzburg are reaching me: Dr.Rehrl's fingers
and toes are beginning to suppurate, whioh is & wery bed slgn in s ocase
of diabetes. If something can be done it must be done gquiekly bafore it
is too late,

WA A mEE s E s s e e

Sinee I, the writer of thia letter, am unsbls,tndsr prevalling con-
ditions, to disclcse my name, the person who 1s forwarding the letter
vouches for the truth of the above Lnformation. I hold the information
from primary sources, i.,e. froz the mother &and sister of Dr.3ehrl's.

The person who 1s forwarding the letter knows me personally, my name and
address, and is eble, if necesasry, to glve further information.

All those who are in e position to help are urgently requested to do so.
A wvaluable human being is disappesring in the .oals of the Nezis.
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Junuary 10, 1939

MRMO:ASDUY FOR THE ACTING BECRRTAKY OF STAIR, o0

fhe molosed letter [rom Mre. Mildred
Soott Olmsted eapleins iteeli. If the
Dopartment thinks such & letter can be
written, will you be good amough to prepare

one for the signature of Mrs. Jumes Hoomewvelt,

Br.1
L. A. Latiand
FRIVATE STORETARY ke
Letter to ¥ra. Jamos Roossvelt, Sr., dated 10/27/38 * (17 ¥

Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted, *

Hational Orgunization Seeretury,

Momen's Jnternstion Lespus for Fascs snd Fresdos,
1754 F Streat, . W., =
Winshington, L. C.

He the case of Lr. Froest Hehrl of Austris, who wss thrown into
prison after Nezis took over Austris; Mrs. Olmated wondars AT,

in winw of Ur. Rehrl's having enteartained ¥rs. Foosevelt, it would
be possible for hor to write him a letter inviting him te visit
Amorioa; this would meke suificient impression on the autiorities
for them to hasten his trial or ellow him te have hisz own peraanal
physician and more comfortsble care whils in prisen.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

January 10, 1938

VENORANDUM FOR THE ACTING SECHETARY OF STATE:

The enclosed letter [rom Mrs. Mildred
Soott Olmsted explaina itself. I the
Department thinks such a letter ocan be
written, will you be good encugh to prepare

one for the signature of ¥rs. James Eoosevelt,

ﬂ‘n.a,bu

M. A. LeHand
FRIVATE SECRETARY

gr.1
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