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E WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR

MRS, RUTH B. SHIPLEY
420

Will you be good snouph

to prepare a reply to the ancloged

1etter from Oovernor Lehman for

the Pragident's gignature?

M, A, Le Hund
PAIVATE gECRETARY

Let. to the Pres., 5/15/41
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, ;4 If?"!'
¢

Governor of M. I-., i
Albany, N. 1.

x208-A

(Enolosure)
Writes in behalf of wife's

cousin, Mra. Rudslph Duschnitz Do Lirodou, Chatenaun—
puf Dg,ﬁrﬁ"sa. ﬂpels'mm;, France who has &
tramsit visa from thils country and permission to enter
Santa Domingo, but is desirous of securing an exit
visa. For some reason, unknown to her, the name of

jk Duschnits has been put on the "Black List! and there-
fore unable to securs exit visa. Without some kind of
intervention it seems impossible for her and apparantly
her family to leave.
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May 30, 1941

My dear Herbert:

I have received your letter of May 15,
1941 and enclosures in regard to Mr. and
Mrs. Rudolph Duschnitsz and their son, who are
unable to obtain permigsion to leave Franoe
in order to proceed to the Dominiocan Republic.

The files of the Department of State dis-
close that a transit certificate was iesued to
Mr. and Mre. Duechanitzx and their son at FNice,
France on October 3, 1840 enabling them %o pro-
ceed by way of the United States to the Domini-
can Republic. There is no information in the
files of the State Department concerning the
diffioulties being experienced by Mr. and
Mre. Dusohnits in obtaining exit visas from the
French authorities. Accordingly, a cablegram
has been sent to Ambassador Leahy aeking him to
get in touch with Mr. and Mrs. Duschnits and
render any sssistance he may deem appropriate.
As you know, our representatives abroad do not
ordinarily intercede with foreign officiale in
behalf of persons who are not Ameriocan oitizens.
I am confident, however, that Ambassador Leahy
will do everything he can in these oases and

I
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I shall let you know as scon as any develop=
ments are reported to me.

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The Honorable
Herbert H. Le

Governor of New York,
Albany,
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STATE OF NEW YORK H“ ” "! 02 m 'l“

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY RECEIVED

HEREEART H, LEWMAN

Govimmen May 15, 1941

FPERSONAL

The Prezident of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Franklin:

I am writing to you about a purely personal
matter., A very dear cousin of Edith, Mrs. Rudolnh
busehnits, an Austrian who has lived in Paris with
her husband and son for msny Years,; has been extremely
anrxious for a number of months to leave France and
take up 8 new life in Santa Domingo.

She has a transit visa from this country
and peraolssion to enter Santa Domingo. I have made
recommendations in her behall on a number of occaslions.
5he has thus far been unable to secure an exlt visa
from France.

I have not been ﬂbl?ﬁtﬂ agcertain the reason
for the delay. I am ineloslng herewith a letter
which Bdith has received from mrs. Duschnitz's sister,
Mre, Felix Ungar together with an excerpt from a
latter recelved by her from kirs, Duschnitz.

Mre., Duschnitz 1s an unusually fine and
cgultured woman, She is the daughter of one of the
business and civic leaders of old Austria. Her
father, the late Paul Hammerschlag was for many years
the Lirsctor of the largest bank in Austria and served
ns a delegate to the Pesce Confersnce at Fontainbleu
in 1919.
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To: The Presldent of the United Statss May 15, 1941

She and her husband have been living in France
for mony years., Thay moved there, I belleve, in the
early thirties. They were about to be granted thelr
French citizenship when the war broke out. They have
a son of about 1%, PBoth the husband and son were for
a time in an internment camp 1ln France but were released
some months ago.

I am sure that none of the family has ever
taken part In the politics of either France or Austria.

I am sending you this letter in the hope that
you may be able through Ambassador Leahy to help these
vary worthy and very fine peopls to obtain permissien
to leave France. They oould come to this country, of
course, by way of Portugal, and I think would have no
difficulty within a ressonable time in securing passage.

I do not know whether the Ambassador could
arrange to see Mrs, Duschnltz. &Ehe llves 1n the
unoccupled territory, and I am certain if asked to go
to Vichy to see the Ambassador she would be glad to
do 80 as soon as she could obtain authority to travel.
Her addrezs now is:

¥r. and Mrs. Rudelph Duschnitz
De Lirocdou

Chatenauneuf De Grasse

Alpes Maritimes

France

Without some kind of personal imtervention,
it seems almost impossibles for them to get out, and,
of course, the future holds many terrors and dangers
for them.

I forgot to say that one slster ls now living
in this country where her husband has started a fresh
1ife and is dolng very well. The other slaster is in
London. Her husband was employed by the British
Museum in the restoratlion of old masters., He is cne
af the World's exparts in hias line, and as soon as he
can get mcross he hopes to undertake teaching at Yale
which has offered him a position in their Art Museum.

If there is anything you ean do to help in
this matter Bdith and I will deeply appreclate it.

Kindest personal regards.

Yery sincerely yours,

Mol e YLl
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322 RIVERIIDE DRIVD
T YoRKE CITY

ey 11, 14l

Dear Ddith:

It is the second time thut I have to intruce on jyour
ené Herhert's wocetion, tnd T will not even try 1o say how hed
I feel chout it.

A Tew dave Loy I ol & eceble fro- Lilli's friends in
Switrerlsnd, hy way of vhow ve mointain our corvespondence. e
hardl' gend rny direet letters. In thie esble the; esked whether
I hig€ recelved 1.1111's cohle of April 14, which T had not. So this
mornin- I received the follosins cehle:

REPEATT' LILLTT 21N OF AMRTL 144 HUFERRING TO LETTR
CF HARCE 25 " THINL Thal oL SOLETICE W0ULD BE IF
ATASSADOR COTLD RECEIVE LILLY FRUSOILJALY ™ CONVOKIED

EER stop CABLT STTH.

I'n encloging tc translation of the part of Lilli's letter
of Upreh 28 phich rTefere to thalr zitusiicn. The pensope in the
ceble " hrecomvoidng Yer M meong thit ever: timo ]leliwiemua her
ertate che hrs to epply for o souf=contuit which uewilly takes guite
gone time to Be lsgucd; byt should she be econvoked by the .merican
arhresidop the scuf-condull wonld probihl: be dosued incediately.

I do not mow whéther It will he possithlc for Herbert
to rek oOmidrel Leghy to see Lilli. 3 "_'J“Lt’ renlize thut the americun
Amhescsdor in Wiehy will hrve other thingc to chbind to, but T hope
you will upderstond that T heve to zend ihids on to you. Lilli's =nd
ndi's siturtion 1o o decperste.

I hope you Ere hewinge a niee veertion, and wre retting
glenty of rest. ‘Hth very much love to you and Jerbert

affectionctely yours,

Ll
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TRASLATION OP pANT OF 1I11T'S IETTIR
o 1LnoHE.

There ig :n ocereion to vrite vou spein o ceteiled letter
end T'11 Ao it, clthauph there Lre hurdly fny pood newe o 'Leli-

The Teogen why sur exit vises which hive becn romised so0
aften Lo us heve been refused cefinitely is, thet the nume of
Tusehnitr iz on ¢ "Mlack Iist.” 1 huve known this since December,
hut them sur levver ssid thet with strong Anericin intervenilon
w mositive cerigion mirht be obtained. DTut insteud our sp liextion
vre pent te Wiechacen rnd there refused definitelr. In Februwry,
we hoped, Tor . short time, thst with the new ropulietion of the
=yit ‘uestisn, our rrse, too, would he settled. Tulbn the contriryy
£ 1iet meg Yeen pent teo the Yorr1 movernment with the names of 11
the people to vhom the exit vise should be iscued on no sccounty end
peione these nre all members of the furily Dusehnitz.

T iz orvious, of cource, from vhich cusrters this wes orgerecy
t vhy, is = complete mystery. It vould take too long to tell
you whit we hewe tried,to Tinf out rpzinst whom thie orcer is

Sirectet. a5 neither sur spertment in Perle, nor Tuéi's offiec there,

Trve heer investirited, we trust that it is not opednst Dudl; but
ppein his brother is too uninteresiing r persomn, There re twe or
three other pecople By the neme of Tuschnitz In ne vy releted to
us; it m=r be that the whole thing ie ¢ ~dptlok€s v casnnarnns
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WARS AR TOMN, T T

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
VD 811,111 Duechnitz, L1111

May 20, 1941

My dear Mies Le Hand:

There is transmitted herewith, in accordance
with the request contained in your memorandum of
May 19, 1841 to Mrs. Shipley, a2 letter which has
been prepared for the President's signature to
Governor Lehman,

Governor Lehman's letter and ite enclosures

are also encloeed.

Sincerely-ydugs, ’#t:::;;;F
3 ‘-
’ﬁﬁ?’ Erecxip:id Long
Assistfint Secretary
Enclosures:
l., To Governor Lehman,
2. From Governor Lehman,
May 15, 1941, and
ite enclosures.
Mies Marguerite A. Le Hand,
Private Secretary to the President,

The White House.
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HERBERT H. LEHMAN
GovERNOR

STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY

iMay 29, 1941.

The President,
The Thite House,
\lashington, D.C.

Dear Franklin:

Ever so many thanks for your letter
of May 20th with regard to Edith's cousins, IT,
and )rs. Rudolph Duschnitz. Both Edith and
I very greatly appreciate your interest and help
in this matter. /e will eagerly await your
further advices.

With kindest personal regards in
which Edith joins me, I am

Tours very sin el )




FOLE,

I !
IO PO Mo O THE FRAelM O AOOSEYTLT LIRS

Juns 3, 1941

I'y dear Ferbert:

1 have now received a report from
Ambageador Leahy with reference to Mr. snd
Mre s aad thelir son, who wers the

“subjects of your letter of May 16, 1941.

The report states that since last October

the wewbers of the Embusey staff have taken
an notive interest in the spplications for
exit permits made by the Duschnits family.
However, mo decision wae reached in spite of
the Embasay's efforta. Adminigtreutive con-
fugion and fear thst the surrender of the
Duschnitz family might be reguested vy the
flerman authorities under the Armistice Con-
veuntion are bteolieved to have been the reasons
for the fallure of the Frenoh authoritieas to
jyrant the recuested exit permits, and it ip
now learned that, although the Germen authori-
ties have never asked for the surrender of
the Yuschnitz family, the Ministry of the

Interior has definitely refused thelr appli-
cations.

1 sw confident that Ambesssador Leahy X4147

andl the wembere of hie staff have been as
ineistent 28 poselble under the ciroumetonces
and I deplore the unfortunate situstion in
which the family now finds iteelf. If any

further
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further word should be received concerming
:h; family, I shall let you know without
elay.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable A z9%
Herbert H. Lehman -
Governor of Hew York,

Albany .
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THE SICRETARY OF STATE
AN TON, O C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to

v . E Lil1l11
D 811,111 Tuschnitz, May 29. 1941

My dear Miss Le Hand:

Referrins to my let.er ol Kay 20, 1941
transmitting a letter for the Preslident's signature
to Governor Lehman, there ls enclosed herewith a
Tfurther letter to Governor Lehman regarding the

cases ol kr. and Mrs, Hudolf Duschnitz and thelr aon,

é:‘ 2—-__
Breckinridge Long
Assistant Secretar x 20

Sincerely yours,

Enelosure: e

To Governor Lehman,

lilss lMarguerite A. Le Hand,
Frivate Secretary to the Preaildent,

The White House.



STATE OF MEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY

HERBERT H. LEHMAN

GOVERNGR June E, 1541

Pl

The Presldent
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Franklin:

vty oW TE HouSE

Jow 7 12 0o P M

RELCE!NVED

Many thanks for your letter of June
zrd with regard to the Duschnitz family. I
am sorry to hear your Jrerouraging report,
but I want you to know that I greatly appreclate
the interest which you have shown 1in this very
unfortunate case. Edlth Jjolns me in very

gincere thanks to You.

With kind personal regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,
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