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I: WHI'R HOUR 

WASHINGTON 

llay 19, 1941, 

IWIORAHDUll J'OR 

IQUI, flU'I H 6 . aHIPLEY 

"11 t you l>e j<Ood enough 

t.o r reptu ·e ' repl1 t~ n·~e encloee4 

le~ter tro3 Oo•ernor Lo~n t or 

the Prs•14ent•a t\Rn~ture1 

(Enolo ourol 

M, A, I.e IC..n4 
PR.l\rATt: Sf;Cl\i:'trutt 

Lo,. t.o the Proo., 5/U/U 

Bon. llerl>or' H. ~, •q't>1~ 
a.o.,.rnor or Jl. r., ,., ' 
.Ubt.ny, N. Y. 

W'r1t.es 1n bebalt or ..Ue•a 

couain, urt . Ru~h Duachnit.s1 Oa L1rodou, Chat.enoun-

eut Dt_crii .. , s Lfil!Ma, Frwe "llbo bas • 

t.ra~t. rll& (~ tb11 country and .,.-.!Nlon to enter 

sant.a Doa1n&o1 but. 1.a cSea1roua o! aecurt.ns a.n exit. 

rl.sa, FOT ~CJG;e ~n, unknown to her1 ~ n&lllt ot 
Du:scM.ttz he.a bMn put. on UM "'lllack Lilt.• ancl there-­

tor• una.ble t.o Moure Wt •1a.a . Without •oae ld.nd at 

1ntorvent.ton it IMIU illposaible tor her and apparentl.y 

t.r r..u,. \0 *"•· 

I 
• 



I 
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... ,. 40 , 1941 

IIJ deu Herbert z 

I ha'Ye reoelYed JOUr letter of K&J' 15a 
1961 and e noloeuree ln regard to Mr. aod 
lira. Rudolph OU.Chn1\a and their eon. who are 
unable to obtala peal .. lon to lea•• rraaoe 
ln order t o proceed to the Dominican RepubUo. 

The fllea of the Departaent of State dle­
olos e t hat a transit ce~iflcate was issued to 
Mr. and lire. Duaobnl\a and their son at •tee. 
Jl'ranoe on Ootober 3, 1940 enabling th• \o pro­
oeed bJ way of \he 0DUe4 stat .. to the Dcetnl ... 
can 'RepubUo. There 1a no 1Dfonat1on lD the 
fllee of the State Departaent oonoernlag the 
dlff 1oult1ee bel~ esperlenoed bJ Mr. aod 
Mre. Duaohnih 1D obta1DlJl& .xU 'Yl ou troa t be 
Trenoh ~uthorltlea. AcoordlQilY, a cablegraa 
hae been aeat to Aabaaudor iAahJ' aekiug hla to 
get ln touoh wlth llr. aDd lira. Dueobnlta and 
render &nJ aeelatanoe be -., d ... appropriate. 
A.a you know • O\U' :repreeentatl'l'ee abroa4 do not 
ordlnar11J 1nteroecle with foreign offlolala in 
behal f of persona who are not Aaerloan oltlaene. 
I u confident, howe't'er, that .lllbaa .. dor l.eahJ 
•111 do eYerything he c nn 1n ueee oases and 

I 



I eball let JOU now u •ooa u &J9' 4..,.1op­••at• are J'eported to ... 

the HoDOJ'&ble 

Tei'J eiDOeHlJ yove, 

0 ·EVU:L'l: rRANKLl ti 0 . RO :) 

Bel'ben B. Lelau. 
OoYeJ'DOI' of lew TOJ't, 

AlbuJ. 



$~AU: or NlW YO" II( 
EXlCU~tY£ CHA.UCIIt 

At.. ANY 

Kn 11 ID ozAII ·~I 
RECEIYEO ..... ._ .... ""''"'" ........... )lay 1&, 1041 

The President or t he United St~tee 
'rho +'lhito House 
V/osh1ngton, 0. c. 
l.ly deer i'r&nklio: 

I eta · .. '!"1t1ne; to you about. :. pur•l.:l persono.l 
matter . A very dear cousin ot ~ith , Wta . Rudol~h 
DUit',nltr. , an Aus"t.rlttn ·1ho has Uved in Pari a .dtb 
her 'lllJb"lnd. and 300 tor t:l·DY ;~e..tr& , h11 boon ext.re::.ely 
onxlous !'"or a nu.-.ber ot aootlaa to lea•• Franco and 
take un a ne-t lite in santu LloQl~ • 

.she hta:s .,. trtlnait vie~ r~ thl• country 
and por.alsslon t.o enter ~nt.a Do::13t~ · I MYe :cade 
reco~onda~ions in her behal: on a nu=ber or ocea:slons. 
She has thua tar been un~ble ~ aooure on exit vlaa 
trom France . 

I htsvG not been oblg, to aecortaln tho ron son 
tor tho delay . I am Inclosi ng bore·.dth a letter 
which r!dith han r eeelvod troa ,,ora. ouaohnlt:r. •s sister , 
wre . Felix Ungar together with on oxoer pt rrom a 
letter received by her from a~a . Ouaohnltz . 

Mre . ouschnit z i s an unusually t ine end 
cultured wo~n . She is ~be douqhter or ono or the 
bualneas ood civic lea4or3 ot ol4 AUstria . Ror 
tether . tho late Paul ~eracblas waa tor mony yea?s 
the u1rector ot the lGrgeat bank la AUatr1a and served 
oa ~ delegate to the Peace Coi\toronce &t Fontalnbleu 
In lOlV. 



To: Tho Presl4ent or t~e Unlte4 Stat~a l)>y 15 ' 194.1 

She end her hu~b~n4 have been llvinc ln France 
ror SD.Y ye:P.rs ~ Th$Y coved thor• , t belleTe , ln the 
eorly thl:-tles . They veNt about. to be aront.ed thelr 
Yrenob clt.U.enshlp wben tho war broke out . Ttoy ba1'o 
a aon ot ooout 19. Both t~e bu$ban4 anJ eon were tor 
a Uce ia an lnt.enment. Oaz:Q i:J rra.nce but \'fire role:asod 
so:-:e JIODthe ago . 

I ac au~e that none or tho tamtly baa over 
t)~en pert ln tbe ,alltica or either YrDnco or Austria . 

I am sending you this letter ln tho hope that 
you may be able through Acbosaador Leahy ~J help those 
very wo~thy and very fino pooplo to obtftln permlsslon 
to loove France . They ooUld como to thl1 country , of 
courae , by wey o'f Portugal , and I think would have no 
dltt'tculty Vlithin e reasonable time in aocurtng po.ssage . 

I do not know '»bother tho Ambnoaodor could 
arrange to aee ~a . Duschnlt~ . She llvoa ln the 
unoccupied territorY, and I am cortol~ lt Asked to so 
to VichY to see the ~baaao.dor ahe would be glad to 
do oo eo aoon as sbe could obtain authorlty to travel. 
Ker addre3o now is: 

~. c~d Yrs . RUdolph U~oohnl~z 
lie Urodou 
Ch&tenaune~ De Grea3e 
Alpes l!Britl:c:es 
Fr-.anoo 

ntt~out ~o:o kind or Jeraonal lntorve~~1on, 
lt. ee.:u ~lmoct lmpoasible for tbom to sot out , an.d , 
or courae , the tutare holds many terrora end dangers 
tor ~h .... 

I torso t to say that one slater ts now living 
in th1a country where hor husband htll started o fresh 
lire ond is dol~ very woll . ~he othor slater l s in 
London . Her husband was eoployod by the br1t1ah 
•~oeum in the restoration or old master• . He la one 
or the ~lorld • a expet"ta in hie line , antl. a a aoon aa he 
con get across he hopes to undertake teaching at Ya~e 
which has orrerod him a position ln their Art ~soum. 

Ir tnoro is ~lne you c~n 4o to help ln 
tbla matter !d1th and I will deeply approoiate it . 

Ki!ldest person.al reQtrd&. 



Jear adith : 

!t is t.hf" eecond t.i."r.t thut.. 1 hc.w t to lnl.ruCI.. on .;·our 
t.r.C- ::er"'>ctt 1r. ·•: r~ ti.on, ! '"I~! ;,;:111 not. tvtn tro~ to 6:..:! ho· •. bt.d 
J. feE.l ·1lo•Jt. it . 

·' f6-'', r.E.;•t r.("O , r ['Ot ') ctl)lf !'to Liili · ~ fritnc.~ in 
:.\,it...,c:rltnC., "tl;· \"Eav of \·•ho- "«~~ l t. int.nir.. o;.~r con u.yonGenct . ·;, 
"'"'&rcll• :-en,.· '"n:' rtrert let tert: . In t.~it Chb l t t.he: l.Dkt6 t,;;hc.tl.cr 
l '!"uc! !'t<"C~,.<'.., lilli · ~ t' t 'hl e o-r April 14, '.'lhic1. I ~'""""'"' 1.01.. . ':o t.hi~ 
..,orninr l rcceivt>d t~e folio-Gin"'"· C'f;_':l-l c : 

... :;r.:"::··,.. 1. :"'lt!"' "' ..... 1 "': o- ..:-.:1 14 : :\ .r ...... rJ1'11 'i'O .J:'iT' .u.\ 

or r· .• ~c·· zs ··.-:-: r·~:·-;· r· •• :' ..::·1. · -;o!'-r1o·· 'l(,rt..:) 3~ IF 
.n:....,,::-: . ..:xr.. cr.t, :> .,-;C1:;--:: I.-· tr r· .:.:;o:· . .u1 .,. 00~vo:Jr-:: 
-~ stop c ..... "'ll.:: .:--::··.-::'1. 

I 1
""': @l"'clos:1Jl( t:·c. trl.n~:>lctio'"l o!' t.~c p.w'1.. of Lilli ·~ letter 

Cl!' ' 1t:<'~ '"'::_ \".'"ti(""' t'C"!"'Cl'C t.n t\~iJ ::i t.U~t.iO' • 'l'hc. ':)£,!!"":~( in the. 
c: t'-lc " h:· C'!l "tvo::t-v- 'i£~ " -~Uts .,. l c,cr. ti""'lL IL.llli lct.vc. ... ~tu• 
crt.rtc t'":c '"• c to "·F;"ll: fo: · .:. .uf- conCui.t. t..:·.ic.,. 'J£u, l l .,. t.u.:-:e:1; uite 
so'1.c. ti-.t to "r l:..::;ute ; ...,u• :;h'l\.11( ..;:h~: be r..~~!>:.C.r_C: b~.' t.ht _ _..,et·icc.n 
.r,h•t' ... - ... 1 .... :1(, ;....:;!- C'onc!•.,:il tc••lr': 1ro"b '-~1. be ic.t-uet:. l..,i~tl.i::.t£l::t. 

1 ..,o "lot. '<!'".m '·h~t.htT l1.. · .. ill ~c ~"s .... !'"•ll for t:t'l bo•t. 
to ~f"'-: .... ,.-~ir!>l l ~r.,.;,· 1.? tH. Lilli. J •; titf I ,_,_l.j .. , th'..t. 1..!\e a !'!ltt·ic;..n 
A.'rl"l')"tt :..t!Ol" ir "icl'-y \' !11 ~Vf: oth<.r t.~il'lf't tO t. t t r-;d ~01 but ! hope 
lou ,-111 .JJY.i:t:".:ltt ne Lhrt! lu·•t:: to ttn~ t.j.i:J 011 t,t;) _·0'..1 . Lilli ' £ end 

11Ci ' s £"<4t.u .. tlQ"!. it so rcs?C!r:t~ . 

! ,.,..,o• y ou ttc ht.,inr a nice v~·c-tion, r.nG t.t•f- ,.tHing 
ylc.nt;; of l c£t·. ··;i th v11ry ruch lovC! tn ~'O'J ... ne :~erb€-M. 

"-IV"f'1.ionctcl: you.r~, 



":'heJ c ia "'\ o~r '"in"l 1..4) t'T'ite ,·ou 11.,.-e.tn .. (t.t.Li lce lc,;t.t.tr i 
~ ! ' 11 ~" it. , l-..hl')1\f~ t'"tf"~ r rr 'l: 11".1: r.y roQo uev.c. t.o 1.tl • 

':'!:t 1 ~ .,.e"'l; .,.~ "Jr f'x1 t v1a~.-a ..-n,jd~ n· vc 'ttrc.n p: o"liau r.o 
o!1..c.r: t.l': 1.11 "' 'It been rH\Jaed t e rini'l.ely 1& 1 t.h•.t. U.c. r. ·4. ot 
'1\ICC""'nit:- it on """l~rk I int. ." 1 ht.vt %no~ t.hh r.it.cc !J€.c:t ::bcr 1 

l'\Ut t"\~!1. 1)\.!r lr \'j'fiT f'ticl f.ll t I lt.~l Ot.TOr'lf' n .'1fT1CW. 1t\.tlVII\'l.10r. 

1od tivc lc rieiO"I "''ir'lt hf '!)hloine( . ~t inatc.. ,. our 'p! liC'· tion 

• t:cnl to ;jtr'" ·t<r, ~u1 1/tr t J''utC• ·~ .. "L-rl t.tl . . }:-.:·c. •:".lt.r,;, 

C "'""?£:~ , J ~•..,,.-1 U-~' 1 t t. ;..!l: •he. :tE'W ~., '\ll,...•io:l 0!" t'\t 

"':)'t• '"".uc:-,!· ... , c-arr r.t 1 · ~?~ '01:1( be aet.tlc:l.. ,._.t.t:n tl'.< co~-u- r . f 
litt ~ t' 1, "'"! ctnt , ... ,, r .cr t ,w'!)•ltt .... ..,t:1t. \.it~ the n ~f,. .. of' ll 

tllf "CO!"l.~ t.o .. ~o.., 1'1< r>x!t ,l,~ .. ,,,..,Jl~ he ice~ct.' on no uC'cwnt. , fiK. 

""')nl t ' ~"~tt r.r: ~1 ..,c-:':trr::. o"' l!1E ~ 11;.· !>Jschnt\.z . 

: ;.. 1:. o"",•i?Us. o~ ~"~:Jtl , rroc ·. '":lch J.t.rttr ... t!"..ic ~L4 orci<-,.tc. , 

""'u • rl-.y , 1c. cn-!llctc ···yEt<r:• . lt. o~l~" t ake t.oo lonr- to ftll 

.)'OU "'i'v t • t ._, ·rr lric( 1 '.O fir., ,ut. t, • 1not ~.:-to t.~it orc.r.1 ic. 

~1rcrt.c~: . >!" ncit~o· ®'"" • ··rt.,cnt i"l r-•ris, no1' ' :;I!J ' "' orf1 c c. t.Lt.rt. 

,u"c ...,<C'" i~'<sttr t.cc , 't tru:.t. t."'.t 1 1t. i & !tot. ~tintt. .. uC::ij :.Ut. 

Ll" 1 .. ""ia ...._rot'!'tcr i t: too •Jr.1'"'1tn< ti!.., ,..er-sor. . :-t1c.rc ~: ' \.\.o .;:,r 

t\rtt ot"'(f" ;xo;>lt'' •'-,.. n t ,. '")a£("-.. .• 1\.7 !.n r."' '"· r<.l u. to 

u .. ; it . ,.,. t...,,_t t!':c. "':ol r t":t,...,- i: "'ic-:.·'-;t •. . • •..•••• • . 



- -r••OII'..CUio.C .... ..,I,IIOIC.&~- .-o 
TH:It t lfCI Uf'TAft'f 011' nATC . .._, ... .._. .... 

~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
VD 81 1. 111 Duschnitz, Lilli 

May 20, 1941 

Aly dear !Usa Le Hand : 

There ia transmitted her ewi t h , in accordance 

with t he request contained in your memorandum of 

Uay 19, 1941 to Mrs . Shi pley, a letter which has 

been prepared for t he President ' s signature to 

Governor Lehman. 

Governor Lehman ' s letter and its enclosures 

are also enclosed • 

Enclosures: 

.,..._ud/~ 
Brecki~dgj; Long 

Aeaist!Dt Secretary 

1 . To Governor Lehman. 
2 . From Governor Lehman, 

May 15 , 1941, and 
ita enclosures . 

!Use !Jargueri t e A. Le Hand , 

Private Secretary to t he President , 

The White House. 



(I .J 
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HIIIII BERT H . LIHMAN 

GO\o' l:fiHOW 

STATE OF NEW YORI< 

EXECUTIVE CH AMBER 
ALBANY 

The Pres ident , 
The '.'/hi te House, 
\'/ashington, D. C. 

Dear Franklin: 

1•1ay 29, 1 941. 

{) 

Ever so many thanks for your letter 
of May 20th with regard to Edith's cousins, Ar . 
and Mrs . Rudolph Duschnitz . Both Edith and 
I very greatly appreciate your interest and help 
in this matter . \'ie will eagerly await your 
further advices. 

With kindest personal r egards in 
which Edith joins me, I am 



JW1a ) , 1941 

tty dear He~en : 

I h••• now reoelwed a report froa 
Aabaaeador Lellily wtth refwrence t o " r . end. 
llra. p.,.ohnUit-MIIl their eon, who were the 
aub.)ech of your lethr of .llay 16, l9U. 
f h e ' report ata tee t hat eiDGe laot October 
t h e lllellbera of t he Eabu oy ata!f bu·e tuen 
an notlwe interest in the applica\lone for 
exit por uit 5 aade by the Dueo~lta faaily. 
Rowewer, n o deoiaion we e r eached la ep1t.e of 
the Eaba.ey•s efforta. AdMia1utrut1Ye con­
fua1on u d f ear that the aurrender of t»te 
Du~:cb.n11. z flun1ly might be reQile&tecl. l>J t he 
Ge:n:oa.n autltor i tiee under the A:rateUoe Oon­
nmtion aro boliewed to bawe been t he reaaone 
for t he f a i l ure ot t he Freooh autboritiee t o 
g r ant t h e recueete4 exlt peralta, and it 1e 
now le~ned that, altbougb t h e Geraan authorl­
tlea hawe neYer a8ked f or t h e aurreoder of 
t he DueobnHz flsa ily, t he » inlltry of the 
I nterior baa definitely rafuaed t heir appl1-
cat1on~;, 

1 ~~ confi d e nt t hat Ambaa eador Leahy 
and the <Uimbera of hie at a t f haTe been u 
1ndutent 9 1 J)O& lllble u nd11 r t he c irouaatnnoee 
a l'ld I d epl ore t h e unfo rtunate ft l tuaUon 1n 
wh i c h t he taal l y n ow f inda itealf. It any 

tunbDJ' 



-a-

fUrther wo~ ehoul4 be r .. e1Ye4 oonoerDinc 
the faailJ, I •hall let JOU kD .. w1th0Qt 
4elq. 

Terr •tae•r•lJ your•, 

.r..-s.. 
., r~ /J 
I t • . 1.1./ (., ( _, ~ "'' t •( t-f"-

I 

l 



'"OO'I,C.t•~"-t.COM,.~T~ Teo 
"HtC UGitiL'TA"t'f' c.>ln'ATI' 

•• -, ...... c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In r e ply refer to 
'.'D 811 .111 Duschnitz, Lilli 

ltay 29 . 1941 

My dear !.!iss Le Hand : 

Referri ne to my l e t .. er or May 20, 1941 

t ;·ansmitting a let ~er for th e President's signature 

to Governor Lehman, the r e i s enclosed herewith a 

furt her l etter t o Governor Lehman regarding tbe 

cases o r ~r . and Ur s . Rudolf Duschnitz and their son. 

£~ 2~ 
Breckinridge Long 

Assistant secreta~ 1(;.-iJ 

Enclosur e : 

To Governor Lehman . 

tliss J.iargueri te A. Le Hand , 

Pr i vate Secretary to t he President, 

The '.'lhi te House . 



• 

STATE OF NEW YOR I( 

EXECUT IVE CHAMB ER 

ALBANY 

; •': ·ll io Tl HI.JuSi.: 

HCRBifltT H. LIH MAN 

GOVC:JtHO ._ 

The President 
The 'tlhi te House 
~lashington, D. C. 

l•iy dear Franklin : 

12 oo Pli ' 41 JuN 7 
J une 6, 1941 

~f.Ct !VED 

l~any ths.nks tor your letter of J une 
3rd with regard to the Dusohnitz f amily. I ~ 

am sorry to hear your atecouraging r eport , 
but I want you to knoll tha t I greatly apprecia te 
the interest which you have shown in this very 
unfortunate case. Edith Jo1n A me i n ver y 
s incere thanks to you . 

H1th kind personal regards, I am 

Very 
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