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FOR THE FRESS DMEDIATE HELEASE CCTCEER 7, 1942

STATEIENT BY THE FHESIDENT

On August twenty-first I said that this Government
was constantly receiving information concerning the bartarie
crimes being committed by the enemy against civilian popula-
tions in occupied countries, particularly on the continent of
Europe, I said it was the purposs of this Government, as I knew
it to be the purpose of the other United Mations, to see that
when victory is won the perpetrators of these crimes shall
answer for them bafore courts of law.

The commission of thase crimes continues.

I now declare it to be the intention of thiz Govern-
ment that tho successful close of the war shall include provi-
sion for the surrcnder te the United Hations of war criminals.

With a view to establishing responsibllity of the
guilty individuals through the colloction and assessment of
all available evidence, this Govornssnt is prepared to coop-
erate with the British and other Govermments in establishing a
United Nations Commission for the Investigation of ‘{l‘ur Crimes.

. The number of persons oventually found guilty will '
undoubtedly be extremely small compared to the total cnemy
populations. It is not the intention of this Government or of
the Governments associated with us to resort to mass reprisals,
It is our intention that just and surv punishmont shall ba
meted owt to the ringleaders responsible for the crganized
murder of thousands of innocent persons end the commiszsion of
atrocities which howe vielated every tenet of the Christian
faith.
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111l you do it? It would
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF 515 2—-
-

March 30, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT

Attached 1s a copy of & communicatlon dated March 11
from the Dritisn Embasay, regarding the establlishment of
the War Crimes Investigeting Commisslon.

It will be noted that the British Govsronment has ap-
parently cleared this matter with the other Governmenta
and has designated Sir Cecll Hurst as 1ts rerresentative
on the Commission. We are regquested to designate as soon
as possible our representative,who might serve as Chalrman.

Sir Cecil Hurst, as you may know, was for meny years
Legal Adviser to the Britilsh Forelgn Offlice. He has rep-
resented that Government on various internatlional assign-
ments and for the past several yeers has been & member of
the Permanent Court of Internationsl Justice. I think that
our representative should be a man of high callber.

If you could spare the Attorney Generel, at least until
the work gets under way, he would make an ldeal Chalrman,
and his designation would show the degree of lmportance we
attach to the work. If, for any reason, this cannot be
arranged,and you do not have another person in mind, perhaps

you might conslder one of the following namas:

Edwin D. Dickinson —
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Edwin D. Dickinson =— Formerly Professor of Interna-
tional Law at the University of
Michigan, now Deen of the School of Jurisprudence of the
University of California. He was largely responsible for
tne draft conventlon on Jurisdiction with respect to Crime,
prepared under the ausplces of the Research in Interna-
tional Law of Harvard Law Schocl. He 1s now serving as
Speclel Asslstant to the Attorney General, having been
granted lecave of absence from the University for this

purpose.

Francis B. Seyre — Has a background in both eriminal
law and international affelrs. He

taught at Harvard, was Director of the Harvard Institute

of Criminal Lew from 1920 to 1934, and has complled a

casae boock on criminal law.

Manley 0. Hudaon — Frofessor of International Law at
Harvard, and a contemporary of
gip Cecil Hurst on the Permanent Court of International

Justice.

740.00116 European War 1339/831
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COPY

His Majesty's Ambassador presents his complliments
to the Secretary of State, and has the honour to inform
Mr. Hull that the Soviet Government, whose viewsa were
being sought, have now agreed to the immediate establish-
ment of the proposed United Nations Commission for the
investigation of War Crimes and to appoint a representative
to serve on it.
2. A1l the awaited observations of the Allied Govern-
ments having now been received, His Ma jesty's Government
propose, as soon as possible, to call a meeting of repre-
sentatives of all the Allled Governments concerned,
including of course the United States Government, to make
formal srrangements for the establishment of the Commlssion
and to discuss varlous suggestions concerning its constitu-
tion and functions and connected matters which have been
received from the Allied Governments in reply to His
Majesty's Government's proposals. His Majesty's Government

will consult the United States Government about agenda at
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be gled to learn as soon as pogsible whom the Unlted
States Government propose to nominate as thelr repre-
sentatlve.

4. His Majesty's Government have also had under con-
sideration the question of the Chalrmanship and locaticon
of the Commission. They would for their part be very
happy if the United States Government would agree to the
Chalrmanship belng accepted by the United States repre-
sentative. [is Majesty's Government conslder however
that headquarters of Cormission could most convenlently
be located ln London since thls la the most central
capltal for all the Unilted Naticons concerned and the seat
of the great majority of the interested Governments.
Evidence from Eurcpe wlll provide the bulk of Commission's
work and this could be obtalned and assessed more easily
and rapidly in London than in Washington or elsewhere.

5. If London were accepted as headquarters, His Majesty's
Government would propose that panels of the Commissicn
should, if the Governments concerned sc desire, be estab-
lished in Mescow, Chungking and Washington which should
enjoy the greatest possible degree of autonomous action
and prestige conslstent with the central and co-ordinating
funetions and authority of the headquarters of the Commia-

slon.

6. Hils
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B. His Majesty's Govermment are assuming that the
United States Government still consider that membershlp
of Commisslon should be restricted to the four major
United Nations, the Dominion sovernments, 1f they so
desire, and the Allled Governments in London. Arrange-
ments will have to be made for French representatlon.
The Soviet Jovernment have independently expressed them-
selves as favouring restriction of representation on
Commisslion to those countries actually bearing the brunt
of military operatlons or of enemy occupatlion.

7T His Majesty's Covernment would be glad to learn as
soon as possible the views of United States Government
on the above proposals.

a. A similar communication 1s being made mutatls mu-
tandis tc tne Soviet and Chinese Governments and the

United States Embasay in [oridon is being kept informed.

(initialed) PHGB

BRITISH EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 1llth, 1943.

740.00116 European War 1939/831
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May 21, 1943 =
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

On March 30 I sent you & memorandum regarding the

establishment of the War Crimes Investigating Commission. #

I suggested the possibility of having the Attorney General

/0
represent this Government, or, i1f this were not deemed

desirable, that Edwin D. Dickinson, Dean of the School of
= »

Jurisprudence at the University of California, now engaged

in Government work in Washington; Francis B. Sayre; or

Manley Hudson, Erofeaanr of International Law at Harvard
and a member of the Permanent Court of International
Justice, might be designated.

The Attorney General feels that he should not take
the assignment and has indicated his acqulescence in the
designation of either Judge Hudson or Mr. Sayre.

Mr. Sayre would not like to glve up his work with
Governor Lehman unless he could be assured that after,
say, 60 days allowed for organizing the War Crimes work
he would be given an assignment on post-war problems
having some relationship to future peace.

While
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While I think that Mr. Sayre would be a good cholce,
I am of the opinion that whoever undertakes the assign-
ment should be prepared to continue with it on an indefi-
nite basis. Moreover, my experience with respect to
promlises as to the future has not been such &8s to commend
this course.

In these circumstances you may think it desirable to
have us inguire of Judge Hudson whether he would be avail-

able.

7

740.00116 European War 1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

WEMORANDUM FOR
; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL .0

will you do 1t? It would

pe much the best cholce.
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

4 July 29, 1943

iy dear Mr. Presldent:

I refer to our conversatlon today and, in ac-
cordance wlth your request, enclose for your con-
sideration & draft press statement warning neutral
governments about giving refuge to Husscllnl and 225

other persons gullty ol war crlmes.

—————— ..x

Falthfully yours,

Enclosure:
Draft press statement.

The Preslident,

The Winlte House.

& o
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On Auguet 21, 1942 I igeued a statement to the
press in which after referring to the crimes agalnst
innocent people committed by the Axis Powers I stated:
"Phe United Nations are golng to win thie
war., When victory has been achieved, it is the
el ge of the Covernment of the United Etates,
as I know it 1s the purpose of each of the United
Nations, to make appropriate use of the informa-
tion and evidence in respect to the barbaric crimes
of the inveders, in Eurcope and in Asla, It seems
only fair that they ehould have this warning that
the time will come when they shall have to stand

in courts of law in the very countries which they
are now oppreseing and answer for thelir acte."

dibid PP i3

On October 7, 1042 I stated that it wae "the intention
of this Government that the successful close of the war
ghall include provisions for the surrender to the United
Nations of war criminals."

The wheels of Justlce have turned conetantly elnce
those statements were lssued and are still turning. There
are now rumors that Mussolini and members of his Fasclst
gang may attempt to teke refuge in neutral territory, One
day Hitler and hie gang and Tojo and hie gang will be trylng
to escape from their countries, I find 1% difficult
to believe that sny neutral country would give asylum to
or extend protection to any of them, I can only say that
the Government of the United States would regard the sctlon
by a neutral government in affording asylum to Axie leaders
or their tools as lnconsletent with the principles for which
the United Natione are fighting and that the United States
Government hopes that no neutral government will permit ite
territory to be used as a place of refuge or otherwiase
agelet such persons in any effort to escape thelr just

deserte,
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In py spuedi. tue other wight I gpoke vbout whut we are

dolng to hwelp tue Itullan seople In Elelly.

I huve Just het o edbls frog benersl risenhower uiout §is

ot L vented to ineluce soas of the facts he sent ac, bnt chere
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AT THE TRARAES 0. ROCSIVET LIBRART

My dear Dr. Abbot: .

1 have received your letter of Cectober 23, 1343
regarding the treatment of war criminals and the Axis
nations, and I wish to thank you for sending =me your
suggestions in thlds regard.

You may nave recently read ln tue papers that a
mosting of represantatives of tue United Mations was
held in London on Cotober 20, preparatory to the prompt

establishment of the United Huticns Commlssion for the
: :

Investigation of War Crimes.
At you doubtless arse awa. s I lssued & statemsnt on
Aygust 21, 1942 saying:

"The imited Yationa are golng to win tunls
war. When victory has besn achleved, 1t ls the
purpose of the Yovernment of the United States,
as I know 1t is the purpase of each of the United
Hations, to make apyropriate use of the informa-
tion and evidence in respect te barbaric crimes
of the invaders, 1n Europe and in Asia. 1t ssems
only felr that they should have this warning that
the time will come when they shall have to stand
in courts of law in the very countries wileh they
are now oppresaing and answer for their scts.”

Un Uctober 7, 1942 I stated tuat it was "the inten-

tion of this CGovermnment that the successful close of the

ant ?Hﬁ
or. C. G. Abbot, 304117
Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C.
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war shall ineclude provisicas for the surrender to the
United Hations of war criminals."

in the statement regarding atroolities signed by X943
Prime Minister Churchill, Premier Stalin, and myself and ~420
released to the press on November 1, 1943, the Govern-
ments of the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, and the
United States, speaking in the interests of the United 4774
Hations, solemnly declared in part:

"At the time of granting of any armistice
to any government which may be set up in UGermany,
those Jerman ofTicers and men and members of the «/9¥
Sasi Party who have besn responsible for or have X3S
taken a consenting part in the above atrocltles,
massacres and execufions will be sent back to the
gcountries in whien thelr abominable deeda were done
in order that they may be judged and punished

to the laws of these libersted countries

and of the free govermnmenta which will be erected
therein. Lists will be compiled in all posaible
detail from all these countries, having regard
especially to invaded parts of tue Soviet Umionm,
to Foland and Csechoslovakia, to Yugoslavia sand
iresce including Crete and other islands, te
Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, lelglum, Luxembourg,
France and Italy."

Yory sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN Vs ROt

JISEUR Y

X4 7TET



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
Movember &. 1949

My dear Mr. President:

T em enclosing herewith a suggested reply to
the attached letter from Dr, C. 3. Abbot of the
Smithsonian Institution concerning the treatment

to pe accorded war criminals and the Axis nations.

Falthfully yours,

Enclosure:

FI'Dm Dr. Ca G. .ﬂhbﬂt,
October 23, 1943.

The President,

The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON
Oetober 25, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE
*

FOR PREPARALICL OF REPLI
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. i,

o

Letter from Hon. C. G. A! Smithsonian
Tnatitntion, Washington, D. C., 10/22/43,

to tne Pre=ident, wmbnitting sugrestions

to nrevent a renetition of atrocioms offencsive

WHT
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Memorimdum to Hoporible Oteve Early:

De.r Stever

#

not eey; I euppoce Al =m
$ 7

A f J5 Pl e
The Moscow Conference
{or very good TeEFOGLT, gities tgptinst Jews
would be ciso punished, which acc ng soma of our
joericcn enesies is being interpreted so &n invitetdun
to Mr. fitler to continue his atrocities sycinst Jeve.
I tried to point out Gt e Hoscow Conference cld not
pentlon woy Tellglous group, like Cutholles or Protecis nts.

However, it cin be, I suppone, uced by our
politiesl enecies here. fould it be poczible lor come
one ot the Press Conlerence to esk tue Prevident if, when
the ouber groups wers mentloned it did not sloo mean Jews,
snd &1l the Precident would need to soy lor the rocord
would be "L course.”

1 thought I woulc ;a8 this on @ jou lor
mhatover you mey think 1t worth.

BN .

DAVID Re HILES

. #P'J‘T
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THE PRESS \J

on August 21, 1942, and agsin on July 30, 1943,
President Roosevelt publicly denounced the orimes
which the Axis powers, thelr leaders and eriminal
agsoclates were committing agalnat innocent people.

In his statement of July 30, 1943, the President
expressed Lncredullty that any neutral country would
glve asylum to or axtaﬁd protection to such perscns,
and added that the Government of the United States
#would regard the actlon by a neutral government 1in
affording asylum to Axle leaders or thelr tools B8
tnoonsiastent with the principles for which the Unlted
Natinne were fighting". He expressed the hope that
no neutrel government would permit ite territory to
ba used as a place of refuge or otherwise aspaist such
persons ln any effort to escape their just dessrta.

The governments of the neutral nations in Europe
and of Argentina were formally sporised of this state-
ment.,

The ranld progress of the armed foroces of the
Unit ed Nations in recent weeks led the Departmant
of State late in August to call this matter agaln
urgently %o the attention of & number of neutral
governmenta, Thia Government 's actlon had tha support
and approval of the Britlsh and goviet Governments,

The neutral governments were reminded that it was
the intention of this Government that the successful

close of the war would include provision for the

surrander

\a* 5"'/.;"_2
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surrender to the United Matiocne of war criminals,

They were advised that 1f they refused to admit

Axis lesders and their henchmen and criminal sub-
ordinates to thelr territories problems between

those governments and the United Nations ocould be
avolded. It was polnted out that the neutral govern=
ments themselves would undoubtedly regard persons
gullty of such crimes against civilization as thoroughly
undesirgble aliens whose admissicn to thelr territoriea
would not be in the interest of the neutral governments
even If such persons were not wanted for eventusl trial
by the United Nations, They were advised that the
American peonle would not understand the extenslon of
gaylum or protection by neutral countries to any of

the persons responsible for the war or for the many
berbaric acts committed by the Axls leaders, and that
relations between the United States and the neutral
governments concerned would be adversely affected for
years to come should the Axis leaders or thelir vassals
find safety in those countries.

Some of the neutrsl governments hsd alresdy been
glving serlous thought to this problem, The Swedish
Government's policy was publicly announced on September &
in a decleration to the effect that Sweden's frontiers
would not be open to those who by their actions had
defied the consclence of the civilized world or betrayed
thelr own countrles and that persons of this character

who succeeded ln sllpping into Sweden would be promptly

deported
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deported, It 1s understood that the Swedilsh Government
has taken concrete steps to implement that polliey.

No representati-ns were made to the Turkish Govern-
ment in view of 1ts recent rupture of relations with
Germany. The Turkish Government, nevertheless, announced
on September 8 tnnt Turkish frontier authoritlies had been
instructed not to permit Axis nationals, either civil
or military, to enter Turkey by lancd or by sea.

The Swles CGovernment has indiceted that it 1s fully
alive to the problems which would arise should Axls
leaders find asylum in Switzerland,

Public statements have been made by representatives
of the Spanish and Argentine Governments denying that
there was any basis for suppositions that Axls leaders
might find refuge in thelr territories.

No indication has yet been received of the views of
certain other governments,.

The Department is continuing to impress upon those
governments whose pollcy has not yet been clearly staﬁed
the ilmportance which 1t attaches to the taking of
adequate measures to insure that Axis war criminals do not

find seylum in their countrles.
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MEIZORANDUM

#

The press has for aumatiﬁe been requesting the
Department to lssue a statement on its efforts to

ilnsure that_%;ia_:an_nzininﬂlﬂ do not find asylum in ﬂﬂﬂf
neutral countries., A stetement on this subject has ’
hitherto not been made in view of the British qﬁi;ﬁif

suggestion, which was communicated to the President
with the Departmeatls—memorandum-ofSeptember 22, 1944 iﬂﬁ
that a tripartite declaration on this subject be 1saueé_

In view of Ir. Churchill's statement in the House
of Commons yesterday, however, it is now believed
that a statement along the lines of the attached draft
might well be made at once, unless the President wishes
to participate at thie time in such a tripartite state-
ment as that suggested by the British Government,

AHE
x 144

September 27, 1944,
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

1 spoke to the President about

this and he said he might see this

MaTl.
Y
i
Z. Re
r "'C".
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e HepREW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

March 17, 1945

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt,

I am emclosing a copy of the appeal which we addressed
to the President of the United States concerning the orimes
committed against the Hebrews of Europe. #

Z76- C -

Thare are still over a milliom Jewa snd Hebrews in
German concentration camps and glave labor batallions whom
the Germans are threatenming to ki1l to the last man. With
a record of more than four million such mrders already
committed, the threat to the lives of these people is very
real and imminent. That is why this is an extremely urgent
problem.

I am convinced, however, that in the 1ight of the
Germana' ¥mowledge of the insvitable victory of the United
Nations and their own rapidly approaching day of reckoning,
they would not have the temerity to commit this last erime
if the United Nations were to make it definitely and in-
sistently olear that they will consider crimes committed
sgainst the Hebrew people - irrespective of their citizen-
ghip or lack thereof - as war erimes, end that such crimes
will be punishable as war crimes,

4n initistive on the part of the President in this
direction by accepting our proposals may thus save the lives
of more than a million innocent men, women and children.
If nothing is done during the coming Tew weeks that geparate
us from victory in Burops, the Germans are mire to carry out
their threat, believing as they do that the great powers do
not really cara.

The sonfusion between the terms "Hebrew" and "Jew"
must pot be permitted to cost that many more human lives.

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White Houss,
Washington, D. C.
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By proclaiming crimes committed against the Hebrews as
war crimes, the United Nations will not be “segregating
the Jews," but will be saving the lives of hundreds of
thousends of Hebrews., Incidentally, tens of thousands
of these people are mot even Jewish by religion, the
Germens having proclaimed as "Jews" all people of Hebrew
ancestry, even those who have-long adhered to a Christian
faith or those bormn of Christian parente.

I take the liberty to repeat my belief that if I
could have a few minutes to present this problem before
the President personelly, it might greatly help to ob-
tein appropriate action before it is too late.

I appeel to you, Mrs, Roosevelt, with the strongest
end humblest words I kmow, to come to our aid in this the
one instance of our desperate effort for the survival of
the remnents of our people in Europe.

Please accept my deep gratitude for the courtesy you
have shown me and for thus giving me the opportunity to
serve my tormented people by presenting their plight and
desperate need for your consideration and support.

Faithfully yours,

i }“f( ,-{‘7
fthoe V17T

Peter H, Bergson /

——

X
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Washington, February 7, 1945

His Excellency
The President of the United States,
The White House.

On historic occasion of meeting of leaders of principal United
Nations, Hebrew Committes of National Liberation, while leaving asids
for the moment other comcerns of the Hebrew pecple, however vital and
urgent, considers it its solemn duty to request that problem of con-
tinued mass murder of Hebrews still under Germem control be placed on
meeting's agenda. For many months War Crimes Commission in London, on
whioh Great Britain and United States are represented, refused to in=
clude such murder under ecategory of war crimes punishable by United
Netions. Recent American and British declarations on subject still
treat these orimes differently from rest, leaving open possibility
their punishment will be left to Cermens themsalves,

We beg to draw your attention, however, to fact that as far as
Hebrew people of Europe are concerned it is not merely a question of
punishing those guilty, but there is grave and urgent task of mrevent-
ing Germans snd Hungarians from murdering hundreds of thousands of
Hebrews still in their territories. Most of these survivors were
formerly Axis citizens and &s things stand todesy Cermans know thet the
two leading governments of the United Nations do mt plan to punish
these wanton acts as war crimes. We beg to stress thet we are referring

to "Hebrews® and not to "Jews," since cpimes committed sgainst
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United Hations mationals of the Jewish religion are included in erimea
committed against the United Nations. It is only those crimes com-
mitted agninst Hebrews - people now referred to either as stateless
Jews, German Jews, or Bungarian Jews, which are not being considered
as war crimes since the Hebrews amre not recognized as a part of the
United Mations, These people are neither stateless nor Germans mor
Hungarisns. They are Hebrews, belonging to the renascent Habrew
Nation. To the German criminal mind, which invented, planned and
axecuted mechanized murder of millions of innocent Hebrew men, women
and children, such an attitude on part of United Nations' governments
mesns but one thing - consent and encouragement to proceed with their
planned total extermination of every Hebrew in Europs.

We thersfore respectfully urge that Your Excellemcy back our re-
quest thet this conference ismie a declaraticn proclaiming that erimea
cormitted against Hebrews in Burope, irrespective of territory on which
erime ie committed or citizemship or lmck of citizenship of vietim at
time of death, be considered as war crimes and punished as such,

We also respectfully request thet representatives of the Habrew
people be given membership on War Crimes Commission and that temporarily,
until such time ms a Hebrew national sovereignty be re-aatablished, the
Habrew Committee of National Liberation be suthorized to constitute the
Hebrew representation on War Crimes Cormission.

We pray thet our desperate appeal on behslf of a nation which hes
been virtusmlly decimated in this war not be ignored lest the just cause
of United Nations be stained with moral responsibility for our eatastrophe.

Respectfully,

Pator H, Bergson, Chairman
HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATIOHAL LIBERATION
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viial Libsvarios which s regivered s
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lesued by the Information Department, 2315 Massachuseils Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C.

DEMAND HEBREW REPRESENTATION ON UNITED
NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION

Following is the text of a statement made by Peter H. Bergson, Chalrman of the Hebrew

Committee of National Liberation, at a
concerning the punishment of Germany
people, and Hebrew represen

The War Refugee Board has released,
for publication on Sunday, November
26, a detailed report containing evi-
dence of the unspeakable atrocities
systematically committed in the two
extermination camps set up in Oswi-
ciem and Birkenau, in German-occupied
Poland. Men of various religions and
nationalities were the victims of these
atrocities, but, as was known before and
as is again confirmed by this report,
the main victims were Hebrews.

It is exceedingly difficult for me to
discuss this report. [ could hardly
gather the alrenﬁ:tlh to read it through.
But 1 helieve that the War Refugee
Board should be highly commended for
bringing these monstrous activities of
Germany to the attention of the Amer-
ican people in full detail.

It is in connection with the publica-
tion of this first detailed report of the
atrocities issued on the authority of an
agency of the United States Government,
that the Hebrew Committee of National
Liberation wishes to raise a question
which can no longer be delayed. This
question concerns the inexplicable ab-
stention of the governments of the Uni-
ted Nations from taking any measures
that would effectively interfere with this
slaughter of a whole people or that
would. at least, make it clear that those
puilty of the slaughter will be punished.

There i a widespread impression
that a joint agency of the United Na-
tions, known as the United Nations War
Crimes Commission, is sitting in London
and is assembling data that would make
possible to bring to just trial the peaple
who participated in these cruelties,
This impression is totally erroncous.
The truth is that the War Crimes Com-

with this task.

mission, under the interpretation placed
upon its terms of references by the
Chairman of that Commission, Sir Ceeil
Hurst, has refused to take into con-
sideration any acts committed against
persons other than nationals of the
United Nations. The truth is, further,
that despite all efforts, none of the gov-
ernments of the major powers among
the United Nations has instructed ils
representative on the War Crimes Com-
mission to broaden its activities so as
to include crimes committed against
stateless persons and persons who are
ar were subjects of the Axis nations,

In the case of the Hebrews slaughter-
ed by the Germans, a greal many were
subjects of the Axis nations. In the
course of the war, most of them were
deprived of their citizenship by the
governments of those nations. They
have thereby become stateless in name,
after having been stateless in effect for
quite some time. Others among those
slanghtered Hebrews have been state-
less all along.

The consistent refusal of the War
Crimes Commission to take into con-
sideration crimes commilted against
these persons, the consistent refusal of
the major United Nations to instruct
the War Crimes Commission to change
its stand, amount, in the circumstances,
to a declaration that crimes against such

ple are of no concern to the United
Nations and, as far as they are con-
cerned, may remain unpunished. It
amounts to a declaration that people
who committed these crimes are not re-
garded by the United Nations as war
criminals and, as far as the United
Nations are eoncerned, may go scot free
and continue in the post-war world

rn—. Saturday, November 25, 1944,
or war crimes committed against the Hebrew
tation on the United Natbons War Crimes Conunission changed

{:rcm_-hing the doctrine which they have
een practicing in Oswiciem, Birkenau
anid in innumerable other charnel
houses. This attitude amounts to pro-
claiming that a Jew may not be tortured
or killed if he happens to be a citizen
of one of the United Nations, but that
his life is considered of no value if he
is a stateless Jew—a Hebrew.

This attitude may have resulted in
many cases from a lack of altention
given to this issue. It is a product of
thoughtlessness rather than of cruelty.
This i= why we hereby draw public
attention to the issue and its implica-

Lions.
One implication is the sake which, whe-

ther it realizes it or not, the world has in a
just solution of this problem. In 1933 the
Germans hegan their butchery of Hebrews
who were Axis subjects. The world shut its
cars 1o warnings that the butchery was not
going 1o stop with Hebrews., Today mil-
ligass of the best youths of many nations are
deadl becanse this warning was nod heeded
and the activity of the German murderers
was not curbed before it spread. We feel
duty bound to sound another warning teday.
The German nation-murderers have created
a precedent which carries in it all the
threats of neobarbarism in which nations
will try mot merely to subjugate other na-
tions and conquer their territory, but in
which nations will endeavor to bring about
the extermination of entive segments ol
populations. 1 humanity and  dvilization
are o survive, this system must be eradicated
at its source. Leaving unpunished crimes of
this kind on the pretext that they were com-
mitted only against Hebrews would mean to
leave in existence a free sone for crime and
extermination.  Within this free mone the
philesaphy of barbarisn would continue o
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coming peace only ga armisice which is sure
to be Tollowed by another war, just as surely
a5 the prescnt war followed the last.

Another implication concerns the moral
jssue involved: Is it tolerable or is it not
that the United Nations wash their hands
ol the wholesale murder of the kind de-
seribed in the report being published by the
War Refugee Boand? This, and this alone,
is the moral guestion involved. Attempis are
being made to disguise this moral isue by
raising objections allegedly springing [rom
respect for international law, It is suggested
im some guarters that the United Nations are
estopped  from  asuming  jurisdiction  over
these murders on the ground that they con-
cern people wha did not have a right to the
protection of the United Nations during
their lifetime.

It is difficult to conceive that this ehjec
thon is made in good faith. Intervention in
the treatment of persecuted stateless indi-
viduals in foreign countrics and even in the
treatment of members of persecuted minerity
groups is a well coablished procedure in
international law, It was practiced in nu-
merous cases by the United States, by the
British Empire, by HRusia and by many
other nations of the western world, even in
time of peace. More veason why such inter:
vention and consequent retribotion be prace
ticed in times of war, At the basis of such
intervention there always lay the assumption
that the systematic and largescale extermi-
nation or persecution of human beings sing
against the elementary procepts of humanity
and that civilized nations have a right and
a moral obligation to prevent their ooour-

Since this is the case, the refusal of
the United Nations to include the per-
etrators of such crimes in any scheme
|lJur punishment of crimes against hu-
manity committed by the Axis nations
during the present war cannot be justi-
fied on the ground that the acls in
question have not hitherto been regard-
edd as war crimes. It is true that no
specific punishment has been proclaim-
ed as applicable to such crimes previous
to their commission, and that no specific
tribunal has been given jurisdiction
over such crimes before they have oc-
curred. But this is equally true of all
erimes over which the United Nations,
acling through the War Crimes Com-
mission or otherwise, are ready to as-
sume jurisdiction. With the sole and
narrow exception of ecrimes foreseen
under the Hague Conventions, the War
Crimes Commission is taking cognizance
of cruelties committed by the Axis on
the sole and sufficient ground that the
conscience of civilized mankind consi-
ders them 1o be erimes, Unless it is
desired o emphasize, for the guidance

ot some fulure Himmlers, that extermi-
nating Hebrews is no crime in the con-
science of mankind, it is inconceivable
that the exception which has been made
will be allowed to stand.

The issue, therefore, is not one be-
tween: morality and far-sighted states-
manship on the one hand and inter-
national law on the other. No valid
objection can be raised under interna-
tional law to a course of action which
is 80 obviously dictated by both moral-
ity and statesmanship. objection
can proceed from two sources only: in-
difference or bad will.

This issue is being submitted hereby
to the people of America, the standard
hearers of decency and true justice, in
the hope that they will raise their voice
and induce their government, as well as
other governments concerned, to in-
struet the War Crimes Commission that
p German who tortured and killed
Hebrew men, women and children com-
ing from Berlin, Budapest, Bucharest,
Rome or Sofia, is no less a war criminal
than had he tortured and killed men.
women and children coming from Mos-
cow, Paris, Warsaw, Brussels or Ams-
terdam.

There is another point o which at-
tention is drawn herewith,

The extermination of the Hebrews by
Germany was not directed against citi-
zene of particular countries, It was
directed against the Hebrew people as
such, Some of the Jews who found their
death in the horrible manner described
in the report being published by the
War Refugee Board will be more or less
wholeheartedly represented by the dele-
gates of their respective countries on
the War Crimes Commission,

But who will resent those Jews
who did not have the status of citizen-
ship in one of the United Nations and
whao nevertheless suffered horrible death
to the number of over one million?
Who will represent the Hebrews? It is
Lecause they were and are unrepre-
sented that the thoughtless injustice
against which we are compelled 1o pro-
test publicly today could have occurred.
No one thought of them because no one
represented them.

We, therefore, believe it only fair and
roper that the Hebrew people as such
w given representation on the War

Crimes Commission and thus be ac
corded the chance, equal to all other
victims of Axis cruelty, to see lo it that
the guilty be punished. It is a travesty
upon justice Iﬁn the War Crimes Com-
mission ehould include representatives
of all nations against whom atrocities
were committed except the one nation
ageinst which more atrocities were com-
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mitted than'on all the others combined.
There is a third point to which atten-
tion may be drawn at this juncture, be
cause it too illustrates the injustice re-
sulting from the Hebrew people’s being
recognized by the Axis only but not by
the decent peoples of the world: Time
after time leaders of the United Nations
gave warning to the Axis Powers
against using poison gas, declaring that
should poison gas be used against any
of the Allies, retaliation wuuﬁht prac-
ticed against Germany. For a long time
it has been known that Germany had
consistently used poison gas against the

Hebrew people. report now being
published by the War Refu Board
again confirms this fact. 'l!:: report

states that well over a million Hebrews
were murdered by poison Th

Hebrew Committee of National Libera-
tion has on numerous occasions in the
past drawn the attention of the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the
Government of Great Britain in repeated
communications that the warning which
was given to Germany against the use
of poison gas be specifically extended to
cover the use of poison gas against
Hebrews. We feel constrained to ex-
Erm our deep regret that no action has

cen taken on these proposals, and con-
fidently hope that the publication of the
present governmental report on the use
of poison gas will be followed by an
appropriate warning, and unless effect-
ive, appropriate action will be taken
against the Germans.

The Hebrew Commitiee of National
Liberation is therefore making the fol-
lowing vequests of the governments of
the United Nations concerned:

1: That they issue a joint declara-

b
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tion prociaiming that erimes committed |

agninst Hebrews in Europe, irrespective

of the territory on which the crime was 1
commitled or the citizenship or lack of

ritizenship of the victim al the time of
death, be ronidered as @ war crime and
prumished as such.

% That the governments of the
United Nations concered instruct [heir
refrresentatives on the War Crimes Caom-
miission o see to i that the above men-
tioned declaration is put inte effect.

3: Thal represeniatives of the He-
brew people be given membership on
the War Crimei  Commison and
that temporarily, until such time a5 a
Hebrew  national sovereignty be re-
established, the Hebrew Commiltee of
National  Liberation be authorized o
conslitute the Heliren vefresentation an
fhe War Crimes Comnisdon,
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April 3, 1945

Respectfully referred to the
Secretary of State for attention amd  *

appropriate acknowledgment.

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Pﬂtﬂ‘r H. EBI' 800 £
Chairman, Hebrew Committee
of National*Liberation
2315 Massachusetts Ave., N.¥,
Washington, D. C.

Letter to the President, dated April 1, 1945:

Stating that reports from Europe disclose Nazi plans for a monstruous x Jf’“
massacre of over & million Hebrew people still in concentration camps

end slave labor battalions, and pleading with the President to take

immediate action te avert this tragedy. Suggests statement from Secy.

of State that crimes committed against Hebrews be regarded as war crimes

and punishable as such; a warning from the President and simllar warniéng
direct to the German people by General Eisenhower.

cab-C L #7419 3
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For the President

E.R.
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Dear ‘Audrey:-=

Please plck up and see whatl
we diq_with the original of thlse

letter from Mr. Bergson.

@ @ T
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2319 MASSACHUSETTS Avinue, N, W,
WasHiNGTON 8, D. C

ADAMS BB00
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HeBREW COMMITTEE OF INATIONAL LIBERATION
April 2, 1945

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt,

I take the liberty to enclose herawith
a copy of an appeal addressed to the President of
the United States. lf

The deep concern for the fate of our
imperiled people which you expressed during my re-
cent conversation with you gives us the hope that
you will agree that the sction we advocate is just,
and urgently necessary, and that you will endeavor
to help bring it about {mmediately, while there
is still time.

Faithfully yours,

T —

Peter H, Bergso

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

April 1, 1948

Mr. President:

Feraistent reports from Burope, quot offioiml
Gerran radic broadoasts, diselos 1 tline for a
mopstrucus massaers of over a miiiion Hebre opls
atill in Jermany's conocentration camps and » labor

battallons, as a olimax to
our nation.

An sarvantes of
on behalf of these it
have withstood aix years“gf
deriving strength snd endurgnoe from thelr invinoible be-

of decent humenity. OUnly
dare of the Uni%ed Makions
% no punishmen’® snsourages
t these gigantio and gheatly o

gople, we appsal %o you

ateamen of the United Hakions ms %o
extermination of Hebrews 18 a war orime or

(d to thie day the issue 1s undeeided, to the

k pheme of our own "legalists,” whoss padantio
furely, though uncomsoiously, becoms infeoted
's barbarioc concepts of lew. They have ignored

fur thess orimes.

¥r. President, there are no words to expresn the die-
sstar thet has befallen our nation. Thers are no worda to
express the strength of cur demand apd the humility of our
appeal $0 you to take immediate amctlon to avert this
further tragedy - motion which may still save more then a

His Exoellenoy
The President of tha United States of .merloa,
dashingtom, D. C.
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million livum,

The following steps taken now could be decisive
in their effeat:

1. & statament by the Seoretary of State
making it ummistakably clear that the Jovern-
ment of the United Otates regards orimes com-
mitted mgalnst Hebrews, even 1f committed on
Axis territory and irrespective of the oltizen-

ship of the viotims, as war orimea and punish-
abls am suah.

2. A etern warning from you expressing once
again ¥he abhorrence of the American peopls of
the mass surder of the Hebrews, and the future
consequsnces of thesa sordid deeds for the
Garman people.

4, A gimiler mmraing beamed direot to the
Gorman peopls by General Eiaenhowsr urging the
Osrmen population to prevent the executiom of
this disbolio planm.

Awszre of their defeat, the Cermuns have anunounced
mumerous soncessions and improvemsnts in the treat-
meut of priscners of war snd of elave labor, obvious-
1y in an effort to gain come fevor with ths viatora.

The nbove staps, thersfore, are sure to be ef-
fegtive in making the Germans ceade thelr orimes
against the Hebrewa, too, for they stopped torturing
and mirdering other psoples, no% becauss they stoppad
hating them, but out of fear. That same fear can
make them stop murdering Habrews.

Mr. President, in your leadership the warld right-
ly sees its greatest hope for the re-sstablishment of
humsn decency and justios without which ¥here oam ba
no real penoa, Tens of thousands of Hebrews are alive
today in $he liberated territories dus to your pravicus
sotion on their behalf, Hundreds of thousands more
will ows their lives to you if you ect again now to
save them,

Reapactfully yours,

Patar H., Bargeon
Ohairman
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