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OC'IQIER 7, 1942 

Ch Auaust twenty-tiri'L· l eaicl t.hat. t.hia OOveml'ltnt 

waa con.s\.antl.Y receivitl.a lnforMt.ton ccr\ctrninc the b&rt&ric 

erJ.M• belli& ea...ito.d cy tho - aplll•t civil !.Ita popula­

tiON 1n occupied eO\lntrit•, par1.1.clllarl1 en the cont.l.nent. or 

Europe . 1 said it. ns U. pw-po.H ot t.hb Oo.erftllllnt., u I knew 

11. t.o be \.he purpose or the ot.he.t' Uni\oed llat.iont, to see t-hat. 

when vict.ory 1a won the pe:rpeW"at.ors of \..Mae crU.t ahall 

on.,..tr tor t hem be.!or e eourw o! lnw . 

The commission of thoeu crtm.a oontinute. 

1 now declare i t to be t.ht int.ent.ion or this Covorn­

rwnt t hat t~ succ~s~!Ul eloae ot tho war shall include provi­

a i on tor the surn;:nd(!r to the Unit.c<l N&tiona ot war crlo.innls . 

With. a wielr t.O •atabliahin& reaponllb111t:t ot the 

1\lUt.Y indid.duala 't.hf'ou&h t.ht coll.oct.lon and uua&r.ent. ot 

aU available evidence, this Cov'-tnownt. h prepared t.o coor-­

craw wit.h the Rr1tif.h aDd ot her ()oTC'rr.ont.a 1n 01iabllahina a 

Un1Wd !lat.icns Coc::da:sion for thl lnV~~:It.1;.ot.ion ot li6r Crillcs. 

The numOOr of pt.r sons onnt.\lally to~ cu1lty will 

undoubt.odly be cxtrcnely tD.lll co:npo.rt.d t.o U'IO tot.al enemy 

pc.pulat.1on8 . It. ie not. t.hu int.ont.ion or t.h11 oonrnmcnt. cr ot 

t.ho Govqrn~nt..s associated with ua t.o n>aort. t.o lll£lte repr14ltls . 

It. is our intention that. just. and IUr'\. pu.niatv:.:tnt shall b3 

Mt.4cl out t.o t& r i."la:leadcrs r eaponl1blt tor the oriJanhcd 

IW"Ckkr ot thou.oa.nd.s ot innoc"nt p&rsona 1nd U... eo.rl.£sion ot 

atrocit.tos wtdch h:!v"' violot.4.d , .... ry tcn.t ot tho Ch.rt.nian 

faith . 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

N~rch 30 , 1943. 
? . .,;!; · ' : 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attached ia a copy of a cocmuni catl on dated ~arch ll 

from the &ritlah ~bassy, rogardi.~g ~~e establlshoent of 

tl.o War Crimes Inveat1gating Commission. 

It will be no t ed t hat. the British Government h~s ap­

pa rently cleared this matter with the other Governments 

and he~ designa t ed Sir Cecil Hurs t a s ita represent~tive 

on the Commis~ion . We are requ.ested to designa t e as soon 

aa posei~le our r epresenta tive,who mi &ht serve as Chairman. 

Sir Cecil Hurst, as you may kno~ , was for many years 

Legal Adviser t o the British Forei gn Office. He has r ep-

resented th!lt Govornment on various internati onal assign­

ment~ and for the past several years has been a member of 

t~e PerrnanRn t Court of ;nternationel Justi ce . I think that 

our r epresentative should be s man of hi gh caliber. 

I f you could spare the #ttorney 3eneral, at least until 

the work gets unde!' way, he would make an !.1eal Chairman, 

and his designation would show the degz.-ee of importance we 

att~ch to the work . I f , for any reason, this cannot be 

arranged,and you do not have anothe r person i n mind, perhaps 

you might consider one of the follow!~ names: 

Edwin 0. 01ck1naon --
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Edwin D. Dickinson -- Formerly Professor of In tern.a­

tlonal Law at the Univerelty of 

Michi gan, now Dean of ~Ia School of Jurisprudence of the 

Univers i ty of California. He was largely responsible for 

the draft convention on Jurisdiction with respect to Crime , 

prepare~ under the auspices of tho Research in Interna­

tional Law of &~rvard Law School. He is now servi ng as 

Special Assistant to the Atto~ey General , having been 

granted loave of absence from the University for this 

pur pose. 

Francis B. Sayre -- Has a bacltground in both crimi nal 

law and international affairs. He 

taught at Harvard, was Director of the Harvard Inetituto 

of Criminal Law fro: 1929 to 1934, and has compiled a 

casa book on cri~inal law. 

Manley o. Hudson -- Professor of International Law at 

Harvar d, and a contemporary of 

Sir Cecil Hurst on the Permanent Court of International 

Justi ce . 
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COPY 

His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments 

to the Secretary of State , and has the honour to inform 

Mr. Hull that the Soviet Government , whose views were 

being sought , have now agreed to the immediate establish­

ment of the proposed United Nations Commiss i on fo r the 

investigation of War Crimes and to appoint a representative 

to serve on it. 

2. All the awaited observations of the Allied Govern­

ments having now been received , His Majesty's Government 

propose, as soon as possible, to call a meeting of repre­

sentatives of all the Allied Governments concerned, 

including of course the United States Government, to make 

formal arrangements fo r the establishment of the Commission 

and to discuss various suggestions conc erning ita constitu­

tion and functions and connected matters which have been 

received from the Allied Governments in reply to His 

Majesty's Government ' s proposals. His Majesty 's Government 

will consult the United States Government about agenda at 

• 
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be glad to learn as soon as possible whom the United 

States Government propose to nominate as their repre­

sentative. 

4. His Majesty's Government have also had under con­

sideration the question of the Chai rmanship and locat ion 

of the Commissi on . They would for their part be very 

happy if the United States Government would agree to the 

Chairmanship being accepted by the United States repre­

sentative. a is Majesty's Government consider however 

that headquarters of Co~ission could most conveni entl y 

be located in London since this is the most central 

capital for all the United Nations concerned and the seat 

of the great majority of the int~rested Governments . 

Evidence from Europe will provide the bulk of Commission's 

work and this could be obtained and assessed more easily 

and rapidly in London than in VIA.shington or elsewhere. 

5 . If London were accepted as headquarters, His Majesty ' s 

Government w.ould propose that panels of the Commission 

should, if the Governments concerned so desire, be estab­

lished in Moscow, Chungking and Washi ngton which should 

enjoy the greatest possible degree of aut onomous action 

and prestige consistent with t he central and co-ordinating 

functions and authority of the headquarters of the Commis-

sion. 

6 . His 



6. Bia Majeaty'a Government are assum1n& tbat the 

United States vovernment still consider tnat me~berah1p 

of Commission should be restric ted to the four ~jor 

United Nations, the Do~inion Oovemmenta, if they so 

desire, a.nd t ho Allied Go vernments in London. Arrange­

menta will have to be made for Fr~nch representation. 

The Soviet Jovernment have independently expressed them­

selves as favouring restriction of representation on 

Commission to t hose cow1trie~ actually bearing the brunt 

of military operations or of enemy occupation . 

7 . Bis Majesty's Government would be glad to learn as 

soon as possible the views of United States Government 

on the above proposals . 

8. A similar co~~~ioatlon is being made mutatis ~­

tandis to the Soviet and Chinese Governments and the 

United State~ ~bassy in Lor.don is being kept informed. 

740 . 00116 European 1'/ar 1939/831 
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WASH INGTOll, D. C • 

March 11th, 1943 . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

T HE SECRETARY • 

/ 

MEMORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT 

On March 30 I sent you a memorandum regarding tho 

establishment of the War Crimes Investigating Commission. 

------------ .# 
I suggested the possibility of having the Attorney General 

represent this Government, or , if this were not doomed 

desirable , that Edwin D. Dickinson, Dean of the School of 
>( 

Jurisprudence at tho Univers ity of California, now engaged 

in Government work in Washington; Francis B. Sayre; or 
~ 

Manley Hudson, Professor of International Law at Harvard 
" 

and a member of the Permanent Court of International 

Justice, might be designated. 

Tho Attorney General feels that he should not take 

the assignment and has indicated his acquiescence in the 

designation of either Judge Hudson or Mr. Sayre. 

Mr. S~yre would not like to give up his work with 

Governor Lehman unless he could be assured that after, 

say, 60 days allowed for organizing the War Crimes work 

he would be given an assignment on post-war problems 

having some relationship to future peace . 

While 
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Yfuile I think that Mr. Sayre would be a good choice , 

I am or t he opinion that whoever undertakes the assi gn­

ment should be prepared to continue with it on an indefi­

nite basis . Moreover , my experience with respect to 

promisee as to t he fu ture has not been such as to commend 

this course. 

In these circumstances you may think it desirable to 

bave us inquire or Judge Hudson ~>ether he would be avail­

able. 

C . H. 
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THE WHITE HOU 

WAS H I NG T O N 

Apr il l, 194) . 

L!E!IOR.ANDU!II FOB 

THE ATTORliEY GENF.RAL J( 11> 

Will you do 1t? !t would 

be much the bes t choice . 

F. D~ R. 

'lf"r.lOl't.nnum "or t.he ?t·e~lc.•.nt l'ro:-1 t 0.. 

xU ('Oecrr t·tv o~ ,..' u'*{' , "/~0/1,., , t.t~r c:•.;n- CO")' 

os· 17 co"'l.:·mn'cbt~on t•r1""!., "'/:1 *';•·,r.~ trr; 

r;-..tti ... n f.oht~q:y , rc tJr-J. itt 1:\t.! r- "'t.t tJ.d3CUJf.mt. c, 

of t.: • uAr ~.·i m";G TuV')rt i cA.d. l Ut ljo.n;.l f.'"':1" On • / #• • 

'"".'\c .!t•i '". i ~n 'iov 't·nmer. t :u ,.. '1~' ... , t.nt• t~J # 
<:tr Cttc"l !·tu:-~d ~-1 ~t J'C'1:l'e~r-ut..L t.zvft Oli t.du 

" l'o:1rnl 'l~ lon . 'Jr. "''tl:. "\tLt'e~t" ~m t. o" tn£­

~~t.1orr•~, Gqnt:t•r,l :o ~~ cr.{ . .z!"',l~n . Tf ne crnnot 

~ t"'~' , ... ,,t>J.-P"!.t~ -;dw1n p . p-t ckinnon , "'r~.nc i ~ 

a . 3Hyr" 0:' M· nl.;y v . Au a'"on . .1' 



DEPARTMENT OF &TATE 

WA8H IMOTOM 

July 29, 194~ 

I 

Wy dear Yr. Pres i dent : 

I refer t o our converse. t1on todey and , 1n ac -

cot·danea with your request , enclose for your con-

sideration a draft press statement warning neutral 

governments about g iving refuge t o ~ussolini and ~:;3 

other persons guilty ol' ll'&r crimea . 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure : 
Dreft press s tatement . 

The President, 

I 7G '/~­

X /1t, ­
-~.< 

Tne Wn1te House . 

~ 



/ 1J 
On August 21 , l9t2 I ieaued a etat .. ent to the 

prau 1n llhl.eh attar rarerrlng to t he cr1•n agalnet 

i nnocent people ooamitted b.Y the AXle Povere I etatld: 

1Tbe Unlted Nations are going to Win thie 
war. When Yioto17 hae been aohie•ed, 1 t 11 the 
purpoee o f the Government or the United Statee, 
ae I know 1 t ie the purpoee or each or the United 
Nations, to make appropriate uae or the inroraa­
t1on and evidence in reapeot to the barbaric crimea 
ot the invedere, in Europe and in Aeia, It eeeaa 
only fair that they lbould han tl\11 warning that 
the tl•e Will ooae vhen they ehall ha•e to a tand 
in oourte or law in the very countries vhioh they 
are now oppreeeing and anewer tor their acte.• 

,._(.' l'f"r ,. r 
On October 7, !942 I atated that it vae 0 the intention 

ot th1o Government that the auooeutul oloae or the war 

lhall include pro•iaione tor the eurrender to the United 

Nati ons or war ori•lnale.• 

The vbeele or Juat10ft have turned constantly oince 

those s tatement• were iaaued and are still turning . There 

are now rumors that Muaaoltni and members or his Faaciet 

gang a&y attempt to take refuge in neutral terri to17. One 

day Hitler LU!d 111• gang and ToJo and hla gang Will be trying 

to escape rroa their oountries. I find it dlttioult 

to belten that any neutral country 1<0uld give asylum to 

or extend protection to any or them. I oan only s ay that 

the Government or the Unl t ed Statee would regard tba action 

by a neutr al government in affording aaylua to AXle leadere 

or their tools ae 1nconai etent With the principlee tor vhlch 

the United Nationo are fighting and that the United Statee 

Government hopes that no neutral government will permit ita 

territory to be uaed aa a plaoe or refuge or otherWise 

oas1at euoh persona in any ettort to eooape th~lr Jus t 

4eaerte. 
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IV cSeu Or. o\bbo\1 

1 ban r.oehe4 JOIU utter ot October 23, 1 1143 

res&l"d1na t.be trea\IMnt. or ..,. c rl.a1na.la 844 the .t.xh 

u.Uona, aD4 1 111m to tAaM 7011 t or M n41n& ... 7our 

e"i6eat.J.CNa 1n th.1a r.e;e.rd . 

~ou aay nave ,..~8ntl7 read 1n ~e paper• tb&t a 

.. auog or r.p re .. n t.ati•e• or ~. Unit.ecl lat.iona -• 

hel d 1n L.oncloa on Uotober 80, pr e parator)' to t he Pl'<*l>t 

eatebllabaMl t or 1:1~ Un ited lllltic!U CO<ID1aa1on tor t he , 
/. 

ln'faati&ation or War Crtm.e. 

Aa :rou doub t l••• u • .. wa.·• 1 ida-4 a atataaent on 

'usu-t 21, 11142 ••11n&1 

•'~bot UD.1ted llat.1ona are &oJ.Q& t o w1n t ilh 
war. ' '- Y1Ct017 baa lHten aa.IUeve4, i t ia U.. 
pupoaa or t h e o. ... -ot or the ODlted llt.atea, 
u I lmow u. 1a \be p UI"ppH or ea.oh or the UIIJ.t.ell 
•auana, to ~ approprJ.at.e uae or the 1At'o-­
t1oc c4 eY14eDM 1.o ,.....eot. to ~arie oaoS...a 
or the 1.oft.S.N, ln lurope aD4 1n Aala. 1 t •-• 
calf talr that. tbe7 m-ld baYe th1e -iQ& tbat 
tbe u ... wlll - when tbe7 ~1 ben to at.ul4 
1.o CIOIII'U et ~ 111 the YCIFJ -t.riea wliJ.M ~7 
an o- ep~ae1ns and .,,.... t or the.ir act•. • 

C.n Oc tober 7, lllt.2 1 ate ted tnat 1 t ... • the i n ten-

tlon Of thJ.a 0oYema en t that the 8\lCCICI88t'ul Dl OM or tbe 

Or. c. o. Abb ot, 
Saitbawnlan lnat.ltutlon, ••llhin& toe, D. C. 



UD!'ed latloaa ot war ortetnela.• 

ln the ata'-nt n cUCiA& at.rooiUea a1~M4 bT lf'f/ . 

Prt.e M1A1ater Cbul'ohlll, I'Na181' StaUA, and • 7 .. 11' acd ,(,u 0 

releued to the preaa OD 'lo'f-'Mr 1, lll~, the Oo'fam• 

.-,u ot the Uilltad K1AS4_, tba So'flat Onion, and the 

On1ta4 Stat .. , apaalr:1ng in the intareata ot tna tlnUed ,f'/?:J. :,· 

latl.cma, 80~7 dec lared 1n part: 

•&t ~ "- ot fSNDtlll& ot uq ualatloa 
to aD7 co•·-- whlob •7 be aet ~ 1n Ge~J. 
u- l.laraAD ottioere awl •n aDAl •••re ot the otl'li' 
lllaai Part.7 wbo ba•• be- raapooa1•1a t or or b&'fa .:a.r.r-<. 
taileD a o~tln& part 1n the abo" at.roc1Uaa, 
,.. ... .,.. aa4 aa.cutiODa will be .. nt bau to the 
OCNDWiea 1A wblob thalr allm'•bla daada "" dooa 
1A order ~t tba7 -7 lM Jl&d&e4 acd ~abe4 
aaoae Una to the 1•- ot \be .. Ubaratad -trlaa 
aD4 ot tbe traa co••~nta Wblab will be araatad 
V\anin . Llata will be ~llad 1D all poaalltle 
detail h'olo all theM -ViM, ba'flQ& racU'd 
aapao1all7 'o 1Dnde4 p&l'\8 o t tha 8o'f1e' Ua10D, 
t.c PolaDII UWI C&aoboale'Nk.ia, to ~la'fla ell 
Gnaoe 1nolu41n& Cnta and otbar 1alanu, t4 
If~, De-..ke ••tharl anda, llal&llao Lnza-1>0\ll'i • 
Frenoa and l tal7•" 

Vei'J alnoanl7 JOUI'•• 



My dear 14r. President: 

DEPARTME NT OF STAT E 

WASHI NGTON 

t! ~'tcr.l bor ~ . 1!14.) 

I mn enclosing herewith a suecested r eply to 

tho attached letter from Dr . C. ~ . Abbot of the 

Smithsonian Insti tution concerning the treatment 

to be accorded war criminals and 12\o Axis nations. 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure : 

From Dr. C. o . Abbot , 
October 23, 1943 . 

The President, 

Tho White House . 







THE WHITE H O USE 

WASH INGTON 

Cctob~r 25~ 1943 . 

JlEMORANDilli lOR 

THE .AC'1'ING SECRETARY OF STAT!,_.o 

Jo'OR PRE.Pid."V .. Tiul. ~F HEPLY 

FOR MY SIGNATUHE. 

F . D. H. 

/ 
Lett.er from ll•m . C. G. A'?hgt, '>::~' ~ h-;o"l•t..n 
Tn qt it,nt i on , \',•t "JHingt.on , 0 . c., :o/-:>7./1,1, 
t.o t.he Pre~ident , .,ubnittinf <;U &!'e"ltion~ 

to nrE>vent. 'i r~ne t i ti on ()" atl '')Ci )tl'i Q""eno.:l ve 

vmr . 



'lb. LocKe:.• CoN trene• 1 tu,:-;on 

.or 'fer;i .~ r.lOO.:: , uac me , roc .. tle.- ""• .ln .. '" Je. a 

... ol.l\.d be Ll::o 1,un1.&hea , wbtch ccco n1 soct o.t our 

ki>Uic..n en•~o~l•e; !to bein• lnt.erprtfAd till• &n in ... it.r t.lun 

t.o liJ• , dH.ltl" t.O CO!'l t i.nUt b.h .._u-~!t.lo" .l.t.dn~t. Jt\'ill . 

t \.rhci ~ to.)J.ftC. ~u. c.u. '" "'a• ~~e.,. (,Qrlhr•ne• ui~ o-.>t. 

o.odllQ -'-¥ n. ... 1.,:1 ·~ -.N ~; , We C.. t...ol.lc.: or ?Nc.e.&-..nt.c. . 

l(l).otver, Lt. con bt, t •U.:'-'OIIt, uoea by our 

~l1Li~ l •n~e1 r.or6 . ~ulo ' ~ b. IUt&lblo J~r tODe 

on• '"t t.l~• ?rtn CorutNnce w f..t.IC 1.158 Pre: 'dent. U , . b•n 

t,;h oU-.1..1' .,_ro~ ..ere <ON.::U.loned 't. cld ooL ~1 o --..n Jr--s, 

...na .. u tM PN' lo.ent. .)ulo ne«. t.o c.y tor u .. 1""'-eonl 

o~~>!.llo be ·~ ~ource . • 

I t.bouc)lt I "'.)\Ol.o. .,;c•a t.hh on r.o you tor 
.m..wvsr )' .u ,.,_, \.ldruc. U. ~tor~ . 

Lt..\ ID : • .1l...LC 



7Ju 11-"1~7 - -
~ ~~;:ut(. 

~lc-~ .d' ~.,..., ~ 

W"k..1~· j ~&. ,a._ ~ ().K . 

~.4~ 



fl)R 'ritE PR£88 

on Auguot 21, 1942, ..-1 ag~ n on JU11 30, 1943, 

Prea14ent Roosevelt publlolr denounced the or1me1 

which tbe Axle powerat their leD.dera and. cr1111n11.l 

aaeoolatee were oo.anttlng aaatnet 1nnooent people . 

In hla atatoment o t July 30, 1943, the President 

exproosed tncredultt y tbllt &1\1 neut ral oountry woulcl 

gtve aaylu• t o or exteiwl orotect1on to euob -pereona, 

and added that the Government o f t ho Un1ted Statee 

•-.;,ul4 regard the act ton bJ a neutral governaont ln 

artor41ng aaylug t o Axle lenders or their t ool e •• 

1nconalat ent wlth the prlno 1~lee t or wh10h the un~te4 

N&t1~n• wer e t lghting•. He exore11ea tho hope tha t 

no neutral government would oermtt lt s territory to 

be used ae a olsoe or retuge or otherw11e aaa11t auob 

persona ln &ny ettort to escape t~o1r Juet de eorta. 

'fhe govern.enta of the neutral natlona ln EuroJHt 

and ot AI-gont1na were ror!ill\ll.Y apnrleed or t hia at ~te­

ment . 

T'he raold orogreee o t the armed toroea ot tbe 

Unt.t ed Nat lone ln recent week a lec1 the Deoa.rt121ent 

ot State late 1n August to call th1a matter again 

~gently t o the attont1on or a nu~bar ot nGutral 

so•ern•nta. !hie Goverrwent •• aot1on hact tho au.pport 

.,nd Approval o f the Br1.t1ah Ill¥\ Sovlet Go vernments. 

The neut ral sovernoente were realnc1e4 th~t 1t ••• 

the 1ntont1on ot thle Oovernnent t~t t he aucceaatul 

oloae ot the war would 1nolude prov1a1on tor the 

aurren4er 
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eurrender to the Unit ed Natlone ot war or1m1nala. 

Tb4y were adv1Bod t !lat it thoy rotuood to a4m1t 

AXil loodoro an6 their honohaen and or1•1nol oub­

or41natoo t o the ir territorloo probloae botwoon 

t bo .. sovornMnto and t ho United tl&t lono oould bo 

avoldod. It wu pointed out t hat t ho neutral sovom­

Mnte t houolvoo would undoubtodl7 regard por oono 

gu1lt7 ot euch erimoo agatnot oiv1lhat!on ao thoroughly 

un4ae1r~ble al1ene whoee adm1ae1on t o the1r t err1tor1ea 

would. not be ln the interest ot the neutral governments 

even 1t auoh persona were not wanted tor eventual trial 

by the Un1ted Nations. Thoy were adv1ee4 t hat the 

Amerloon peonle would not under8t&n4 t he extension ot 

aerlum or protection by neutral countr1ee t o any ot 

t he poreone reapona1ble tor t·he war or tor the =any 

barbarlo acto col!!l:l.l.ttod by tho Axla loodora, and thot 

rela t !.one between the Unit ed Statee and t ho neutral 

goYerncente concerned. would be a4vereely attected t or 

7eare t o coce ahould t he AXle leadere or thelr Yaeaale 

find oatoty in those countriea. 

Sot'lO ot the ne1,1;tral governoente hed already been 

giving oorlouo thought to th1a problem. The Swedish 

Govornment '• policy was publiol,y announced on September 5 

1n a declaration t o t he ettect that sweden'• trontlera 

would no~ be open t o those who by their a ot tone had 

detted the oonaolenoe or the o1v111&ed world or betrayed 

thllr own countrlea and t hAt peraona ot thla character 

'0!1o oueeoodod ln el1pptng into Swodon would bo pr oa:pn7 

deported 



·=---.. ,___.,. __ ............. --

3 

deported. It l s understood t hat t he Swedish Government 

has taken oonorete steps t o implement t hat pol1oy . 

No repreaentatt~ns were ma~e t o the Turkish Govern­

ment 1n vtew of its recent rupture of relatione with 

Ger many. The Turkish Government, nevertheless, announced 

on September 8 t~t Turkish f rontier au t hor ities had been 

instructed not t o permit Axle nationals, either c1v11 

or military , t o enter Turkey by l and or by sea, 

The Swiss Government has indicated that it 1s ful ly 

alive t o the pr oblems which would ar i se should Axle 

leaders fi nd asylum ln SWitzerland. 

Public statements have been made by representa tives 

of t he Spani sh and Argentine Oovernlll!nte denying t hat 

there wa s any basis for suppositions t hat Axle leaders 

might find refuge in their t erri t ories. 

No indication has yet been received of t he views of 

oerta1n other govarnQents , 

The Depart ment is cont inui ng t o 1cpress Ul)On those 

governments whose policy has not yet been clearly stated 

the importanos which it attaches to the t aking of 

adequate measures to insure that Axis war criminals do not 

f ind asylum in their countries. 



L!EilORANDU),! 

-The press has for somet ime been request ing the 
Deoartment to issue a statement on its efforts t o 
inSure that nf'' a •er cr' m' nal a do not f ind asylum 1n A .J> 
neutral oouil r1es, A st10tement on thls s ubject has ~\.~ ~',.. 
hithert o not been made i n view of t he British ~·rl'(" ,i r 
suggest ion , which was oommun1csted t o the President :p 
with t h e ll§pprtmeRt 1 9 llleRIOPI'tftiiliRI et SepilembeP 22,-l.S~ 
t hat a tripart i te declaration on this s ubject be issued. 

In view of r,r. Churchill ' s statement in the House 
of Commons yesterday, however, it is now believed 
t hat a statement along t he lines of t he attached draft 
might well be made at once, unless t he President wishes 
t o particioate a t t his t ime in such a tripart ite state­
ClBnt as t hat suggested by t he Brit ish Government • 

• 

September 27, 1944. 
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TH·::! WHITE H O U S E 

"• - ~SHINGTON 
,. 

March 20, 

~ ~ORANDUM FOR t.IISS TULLY: 

1945. 

I spoke to the President about 

this and he said he might see this 

man. 



H EBIU!W COMM1'M'EE O P N ATIONAL LIOERAT ION 

Karob 17, 1~ 

111 dau Mra. BooMftlt, 

I • •oJ.oallll a oow ot ~ appeal ,.,lob w addMaa&d 

to \ba Preaidam ot ~• Ua.ited Stat .. oonoara.iDC tba orlMa 

-\ted aplu\ \loa JlabMn ot :Europe , #­
J<7 l - <:. 

'!'bare are nUl Oftr a 111lllOD 1 ... •d Bobrewa ill 

O.mau ooDCau\reUoD -pa ud ala.,. labor ba\allioua wbCII 

tba o. ...... are tbreahnlD& to ldll to tbe laet ..,., With 

a reoord ot ., ... \lou tour 111UloD .,.ob .. rdera alreed)" 

00101111\\ed, ~• \Ioree\ to tba l1Yae ot llleea peopl e ia .,...,. 

real a.Dd laaluen\, That ia w!17 \lola la u extr.al;r urgent 

probl-. 

I • OODYiaoed , bownr, ~\ 1a \ba ll&bt ot tiM 

0..-ua• knowledge ot \be lMYl\abla rtotorr ot llle Ua.1\e4 

llatloua &D4 their owu repidlJ approaobiDg dar ot reoltolllD& , 

\bq -ld not beft tile ta•rltr to CD-.1\ thia laat on. 

it \loa Ulllted NeUODI were to •lte it datllllhlJ 11114 1n­

a1etaatl;r ol..,.. \bet tba7 will ooulder ort.e o-'U•d 

apinn \be l!abrew people - irreepactlft ot tbair c1Usen­

ah1p or leek tbareot - •• wr crt.a, &Dd tbet ou.ob orillea 

will be pWiiabebla aa war o~a. 

4lc 1ll1Uat1n on \loa part ot tba Praaident 1D tbia 

dlrectloa bJ acoeptlJI& our propoeala _,. tlw.a .. ,.. lila l1na 

ot .ore thu a 111ll1on lllDOoeat am, wo•n 1114 oblldrea. 

It DDtllllll 1a <k>M c!ID'illg tba ooa1111 taw wealta tbat Mpare\e 

u. tl'Oal ~otorr ill lillropa, lila o..-u ~tre .. re to O&l'J7 Ollt 

tbalr threat, belle~ DC ea IIIey do tba \ tba creat powara do 

not reall;r oare . 

Tile ooutu.ion betwen tbe teras •Babrew" alld •1•_. 
-t DOt ba pel'llltted to ooat lila\ _..,. ..... ~ llfta. 

Mra. J'r&lll<l.in D. Booaaftlt , 

'1'ba lib lh llou8e, 
Wa&hiDctOD, D. C, 



By proola1a1116 orU.e o~tted agabet the Bebr-• aa 
war crimea, the Ull.itad Ratione wUl aot be •aecregat1JI6 
the 1en, • but will be enill6 the line of llwl!reda of 
thousands of Bebren. Inoideatall.7, tens of thouaande 

ot these people ere mt even 1ewish by relt«ion, the 
Ger111111ne havi.Jig proola1Md ae •;ren• ell people of U.brew 
ancestry, even those who han -loll6 adhered to a Chriet\an 
faith or those bom of Obr1et1an parents. 

I t 'ue the liberty to repeat rq ballet that 1t I 

could have a f- a1llutee to preNDt this probl• before 
the President personally, it m1ght greatly help to ob­
tain appropriate action before it ie too late. 

I appeal t o you, ltra. Rooee.,..lt, with the stroageet 
aDd hWilblest words I ·lr:Jiow, to oome to our a14 in this the 

o:ae instance ot our desperate ettort tor the survival of 

the r•nente at our people in lurope. 

Please a ocept rq dMp gratitude fb r the courtesy 70U 

have shown • and tor thus giT1DS 111111 the opportunity to 
serTe '1ft¥ tormented people by presanting their plight and 
desperate need tor your aonaideration aDd support. 



Bio lxoellenoy 
'!'be Preaidut o.t the Uuited Stetea, 
Tbo llblh Bouae . 

Woehington, february 7 , 19~ 

On btator1c ocoa aion or Mating or leadera o r principal Ullihd 

N.t1ona, Hebrew Cocittee or National Liberation, while leanne aa id e 

t or the IIIOIDent o t her cone erne or the Hebrew people, boweTer Y1 t el and 

u.rg<mt, coneider a U i \a eol- duty to NCfleat t ha t probl• or oon­

t inuad m&aa murder or Hebrews atill under Oeraso ocntrol be placed on 

Mat1n&' l agenda. for - IIOntha War CriMe Co-looion i .n Lclldon, on 

which Grea t Brltain and United Stotea ora rapreaented, retuaed to in-

elude such '""rder under category or war crimea puniehable by United 

Netiona. bcent .tdl r1can md Britiah declara t1olltl on ""bjact lUll 

treat theae criMe d1tfarC11tly tree root, leeYin& open poaaibility 

their puniabment wi ll be lett t o Germane themaelTea, 

We beg to drew your atteatioD , how-.er, t o teat that •• t a r •• 

Hebrew people or Europe ere ooncerned it 11 not 110ral)' a queation or 

pw>J.ahin& thoae guilty, but there ia gran and urgent teak or JreTent­

ina Gel'!llll na ond 8un&or1ana ti'CIII ll.ll'dar1na hundredo o r tbouaanda o r 

Habrewa a till in their tarr1tor1el, ~t Of theae IUJ'TiTOro were 

ro ..... rly .Uie cltizano end •• tbtnga ahD4 todq Geruna know that the 

two leadin& gonrnmenta ot the United Natione do rot plan to puniab 

theae .. atoD ecta aa war crt••· We beg to etreaa \.bet we aro reterrtna 



U111tad No tiona ,. t10il0lo or tho 1awiob rel1s1oa oro 1aoludo4 In ortMo 

ooaaoittod op1ut tho Oa1to4 llationo. It 1a o~ thou orl.Mo --

aUtod agolnot Hebron • people now rorerrod to ottbor •• ototelaoo 

el .. r eMMa atnc• the Hlbrewa are not reoopbed •• a pert ot the 

Unttod Notlou. Tbooo peopl e oro aoithor ototolooo nor O.rmeao nor 

llungar1ono. '!'boy oro Hebron, boloasins to tho roDOocont Bobrow 

nocutod medum1lto4 IIW'4or ot a1111ou or 1nDOO•t llobrew •a, ...,.,. .. 

oDd chlldron, ouch oa attitude on port or United Netto .. • SO'fO.,..ato 

....... but ono tb1DS - oonaut aDII oncour•s•ent to proeood with thalr 

pleDDOd toto! OxtOI'I!Iinot IOD or OTOry Hebrew In lluropo, 

We tbororore roopecU:IIlly urge that Your llxoellency bock our re-

quoot t hot t h lo coatorea oe uau o declorotion proclol.lllllg tbot orl.Mo 

-ttod opiDOt llobrawo Ia Suropo, lrroopoottu ot territory oa which 

erial to eoiDittod or cl tiUilob l p or lock or cl tiunoblp or Ylotl.ll ot 

t loa or death, be con o14ero4 oo war crtMo 011d punJohad oo ouch, 

We oleo reopoottlllly requoot t hat ropreoontotlno or tbo llobrow 

people bo g 1~oa memborob1p oa lor Crtmoo Comniaoloa end tbet to~poror1ly, 

uatll ouch tl.lle o a a llobrow notional oonrolgnty bo ro-oatobllobo4, tbo 

He brow Comllttoo or National Llborot1ca be authorized to ooaotl tuto tho 

Hebrew ropreoentotion oa lor Crl.lleo Co<oalooloa. 

11o prey that our 4 ooperoto oppeol oa bobolr or o not1011 which hao 

boon ~lrtually 4oot.to4 In thlo •r aot be Ignored loot t ho just couao 

ot Ua1to4 Netlono be oto1nod with moral reoponolblllty t or our ootootropbo. 

RoapecttullY, 

Peter R, llergoon, Cholraon 
IWI!Il!1l ca&a'l'I'U 01' NA'l'IO!W. LIBRRJ.TIOII 
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DEMAND HEBREW REPRESENTATION ON UNITED 
NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 
foU.owlu~e it t.h~ teat el a Jlatcmcnt nt~C by Pd« II. lkrpoo, Chainnan el the llcl:lrew 

Ql.mmhtce ol 1bii01Yil Ubuild011, 11 a JUU. (Oflfcrr.nte SatunJ .. y, No~nuiM"r 2l, I!Hi. 

fotl.:cn •lns the pu.nhlunnu of Gn-tnany for war obnn commlu cd "'.llht.M che Ucbu:w 

IKOfllk, .-ad Hl'bf.-w ft'Jif'ftnll&atiolt M c.hc U.Uted Na.tlotu War Crimes Cununl.Miiou chara(d 
wlU. lhU; uA. 

The War Rdug~ Board ha.s releut:d, 
ror puhlic:al ion Oil Sundl)y. Novem ber 
26, ft ddailcd repo11 cor1taining cvi· 
dtn4le or the umpeabble atrocitiet 
•rilc-:m.atiuUy committed in the 1wo 
txt.t:mu.n~tioa eampt ld up in O.wi· 
rttm 111d Birkenau, in Cu-man-oecupied 
JlQfand. Men of wariou.s reli&ions and 
nntiontlilita were tht victinu o£ the-e 
ntroeilitt, but, 11 Wat known before and 
as it •s•in confirmed by this report, 
th"' rn"in \'idimt wtn: ll~brews. 

h i.t "'<'ft'din&Jy d1Scuh for me ao 
di-.~uu thi-t report. f oould hardly 
~tathtr the atren~th to rt:ad ic throush. 
But I btlieve that the War Refugee 
Bo11rd ellould be highly commended for 
IJringing thHC monatrout activitiet of 
Ctnnan)' to the aU~ntion of the Amu· 
ic•n pwple in full ddail. 

It it in connfdion wilh the publica~· 
lion or thiJ firtt dnailed report or the 
atrc.eiliu istued on the authoritr o£ 1m 
t•~r•wr. of the United Stale. Covern1nen1, 
thai t te llebrew Comnaill« of National 
t.ibnation wishes 10 ral.e a queteion 
"'hkh Nn no lon«u bt delayed. Thi• 
qutt~ion conttrM the in.uplieab1e ab­
ttention or the ,;overnm(:nta or the Uni· 
IMI Nftt i0111 from IAUns any meMurn 
th11t wrn~ld rfft!t•livd)' lnltrftorco with thit 
flau~htrr of a whole peoplt or that 
lHH.Jid. al kw. m1kt it dur that thow 
F•ih) ol1b, olau,hkr will he puni>h<d. 

Thtft' it a • idf...tpr~ad imprtN-ion 
that a joint a~enC) of thtt United N'a·· 
timlt. ~nown llS the Uniled Nationa War 
Crhnes CommiMion, it Ailling in London 
onrl it~ llf."C'IIIbliug data that would makco 
poQiblf' to bring 10 ju.M trial the peoplr 
•hn pa11iripa1rd in thne authi,.,., 
Thj, in,rM'f'!!ion i' totally trrnneou' 
11•l' truth it &hi the War Crinltf Com· 

ruiMion. und-er abe interpretation placed 

"\>On itt le..-m• or refert:n<:C':I !Jy the 
C t~tirnun of d1a1 Commiuion, Sir Cecil 
ltu~ hu refUJed 10 talce into con• 
tideration any aell CODUniUecl l~ainsl. 
pt:nons other than utionab of the 
l!nitrd Nationt. The tnath lt. furthu. 
that de&pite all dforta, none or the gow· 
crnmt•.r•la of the major powera among 
tile Ur1ited Nl'tlon.a has inatructed il• 
~~,raentative on the War Crimtt Com· 
miHion to bro1dtn ita aetivitiet 10 u 
to indode c:rimtt committtd apiut 
ttatek!s putOM 1nd penont who are 
or were aubj~ta of the Axi5 nalionJ. 

In the Cllle or lhe Hebrew• alaug:hter• 
ed by the Cermant, a great 1Mny wr:re 
aubjects of the Axis nationt. In the 
roune or the war. mO!I Of thf'ln Wtre 

rkpri•·ed of 1h<ir <itizemhip by !he 
~owunmmtt of thoee nttiont. 1'\e:y 
ha"e thereby become tUteleu in name, 
~after having been .. atelm in efTect for 
quite some time. Others amoug LhoAe 
Jllaughtered He.brewt have boen tlatt-
1~ aU alon3. 

T'be conJiJttnt refusal of the War 
Crimes Commiteion to lake into eon· 
@id~tration c:rima committed aaaintt 
th~ periOnl, the cont-i.tltnl rduul or 
the major Unhed Nationt to hutruc:t 
the \Var Crimet Commiuion to thange 
it. aland. amount. io the cireurl\llanet'f. 
to a declaration that trimet •1ainll tlrh 
people are of no con«rn to the Un1ted 
Nations and, at far as they are con· 
rt:rned, may rt!mlin unpunithed. h 
amount! to a declaration thnt JJeople. 
"ho oommitttd theee c;rim(t are not re· 
~arded by the United Nation• •• war 
<'timinat. and, at far u 1h.e Unit~ 

~atinM ar,. t"Artff'rMCI. mAY ~o ICOl f.rtt 
ond c;ontinue in the fKI"t•"'•' world 

prt:aching the dortrine which they hiYe 
bc!t:n JHIR'tidng ln Ojwiciem. Birkmau 
auul lu innwuer41b1e other cham t l 
houliel. Thia attitude a1nount. to pr• 
elaiminA that a Jew may nol be tortured 
or k1lkd il be bappm.t to be a citi.J-.m 
of ()ft~ of the United Natioru, but that 
hi.s life it «tosidered or no nlue if he 
is ll lllttdeu Jew-. 1 ftbrcw. 

1'hls fiUhude may hllve re&uhed lu 
11\111)' Clflell {rom tl lltk ur attention 
gh~ to thla issue. h i.t • produc:l of 
thoushiiC"NNMM rather th•.n or cruelty. 
nit it why we hrrcb) draw public 
auention to the issue and its implica· 
lions. 

One hnplioll1ot• i! the t4111ic which. whr­

th('r h rftllttt It or not, tilt 'KI)rld h:u In a 

Ju• tOiutlon ol thB JlUtbt.;m. In 1.9SS the 

en-.. tJqaa lhm b!Hdwry of Hdw~tw• 

who 11i'UC A'-'- Mlbjcfl.t. •1"bt wedd .btll lu 
OD 10 W'ilmiap Jhat thfl bwtthtty WlU Mf 

~eot•w to "-op .. hh ltrbrewt. IOI.by m.ll· 

Uo.-. of tht' t.lbl youthJ of •t~:~ny nationt •rc 
drad 1)(0~ lillJ '14o71rnh._ wu 004 l:le<dttl 
•nd the a«lrlty ol th.- Gmnan n:w~ 

.-. eet o utM:d briotT 14 't)•·ftd. We ln:l 

d .. ,. ....... ,. __. .... '" wuaiaJ today. 

Tile Cn.an .....UO...•mk'"' fiuiTC" crutc:d 
;a prtttdrnt whkh ~rrld ta it aU the 

du~u or m:v-barbo\rtwn In wlllth ..adonJ 

• ·I.U " l' tW4 nltrdy 10 ~<~lbJ~o~IEIUc 01h0' na· 

tion• aAd '-~~ thdr u•:rrltory. but In 

.,ilkh Nt&eftt wi:U ('AIIo~• t• bl~ abo+llt 

1M ~'1«-r•INI• el nMir.r: .q:~ ., 
pCitMibt....._ 1r hu.u~l) and drilb::MlM 

ar.r: to Mtnl•r. thd ~~m '"'* ~ t.nldlottd 
at tu flOur«. Lnwh'« tUI(tUrlbl~ crilllft of 

dtb Und &~• the 1)(«'1 .. .)-, tl!Jit they Wt'l"e com• 

•nlut'd only _,alrut llrbre"'• "'ould mt:u to 
...,.,.,. 11+1 nltlt'fttt a fr~ JMW fw cri.-e ...., 

"''"""..,.'-- Wilh1a thl• htt 11111e thr 

lthi .... lihy Ill lurha.n- •Miad ,_.m- t• 



""'*' ... ......, .. - ............. ___ -- ..-_ 
~ ~ ..... , .:.. ---b. •hldl ....... 
, • ..,. , ..... nl "" ............... ....... ...-d) 
M dw pt"f'WIM W'M f.U.Wfd flw lMt.. 

AfMth4'f l•ptklllJ. ~n• l.tlo. _.,1 

~~ 1Mtlhf4h b it tol~ltl M' It h '* 
1h:o.t thr: U11h rd Nadoru w.m 1t1dt haocb 

ur thft "'""•lftill)ifl tthiJ\kr Ill .... li lntt de· 

• .-ud 1 .. the r£pot1 bd•'l publlahed by the 

W11r Nrf .. f'e BG.td1 Tbit.. alK'I 1.hit ..... 

b ahr ... _. '~"'"'* l-....e~ Au..,._. are 
~ ... ,. ,., ... ddt ... ~ .... ..,. 

~ tllbjnt'-t aiJcrdiJ ........... ... 
«!!p«l t ... IIUt:ln ... tooaJ Qw, lc lt M~Qfttotd 

1_1:' l(lfntl Clt.I:IIIC':rJ tNt the Unhf'tl N•dont are 

n!O(liH'd h am aMt.unlnJt jll,l.dJctl4111 Uttr 

thne nu.ud4'n ou tbl' &rouhd thtll t.tltl)' (Oil· 

am JWOPI~ -.1 .. did not tu-.-e a •·'&ht •• the 
pnl'l«tM. fill 1M U..Ued N'1tM.N d•Utc 

lhdr nrn~. 

b it 4tflk•k t• c.efdTI' I~ fh\t •Jto 
'--""' l:t ~ In JMCl fai1h. lat~n~t•t.;... ln 

t~ ltnHI'flU el f'C':nteUl«l JUif'b hHII· 

•idu;d, In fnr~l1n muntrl.a and '""" In the 

tuatnlt:nt of tlN'mbtb ut JK'IWtt.l ttd ntiJ•ot1•y 
gtOUJI!t It a wdl ~tKablbh«< peottdtne In 

irH('I'ftlllio!QJ lliW, It ~ Jnllfti«d l.ft nv­

_._ tllW't bf l.hc United Sbtn. bf lbc 

Brithh ~"'"• bJ a...aa ...,. ..,. ..,.., 
otl'llcr att"- .t ~ wacrra w.,.kf. .,..,. Ia 

time ol pncr. ~ou· rRIOI'I why ...ch lot~· 

tmdon ~nd (OflW:.JU~t rr:t:t1:twdon be l'lnoC' 

tiud i-. tl!t!O Dr war. AI 1hc ll;l~t .t 1ud• 

lnltt'Vt:~IIIOtl 1htn: M.boiO\)., lay lh~ a _\lilln ltJII(Ioll 

elu11 •he •lat«"mll_k and llarJ-a.k o.lnml· 

IW.ioft or Jl'l'fW'altion cJ hwun bd ..... ... 

....... lhe ~ plruplt ............ , 

and tkM d .. "-4 ......... luw a •\PC _. 
...... obUpt"'- t• ~ lhdf .C:au'> 

·-· Since thia i-1 the cue. the relu"'l of 
the Unit1•d Nntiont to include lh" IJC!r· 
pctratora of t ucll c:rimes in fin )' IC!ht'me 

for punialunent of crime. aa.ainM bu· 
manity t'ommiltod by the Axlt nadons 
durins tht prftm-1 war eannot bt j$i· 
ficd Oft 1he ~fOUnd tlul the acb ia 
question h.a~e not hitkno b«n r~:snd· 
eel as war crimea. It it true th#t no 
!'(~ific: puuithmtnl haa been proclaim· 
ed at applicabl t~ to auch Grime. prevlou.!l 
to tht ir cornml~tiont and that no tp«.ifit 
LrihunaJ hu bt'm (i\'tn j uritdictK.n 
O\n' tut h triMf't before lhey- hue oc­
eurrtd. But thit if ~uallr true of aU 
ttimtS Ot"tr which the: United Nttioot. 
acl.ing through the War Crimet Com­
•ni-uion or other-wi~. are ready to u­
tumo jurltclietion. Wlll1 the .ole and 
uanow exctption o£ crimt'l fornoc:tn 
undrr the Ha.,ue Connntiont. the W•r 
VirntS CommtJtion i.! takinK COJ;""i&&nce 
nf ('"f'Uthift rommiucd by lhe Aa:it on 
the .o1~ and tuflicitrnt p-ound 1hac the 
rour~nce o f eiY"iliud man'-ind ron~· 

tl..-r" thf"m lo M c:rinl4!"'. tJnl,... '' i' 
d,-,iu."(l lv ('IIIJ•hasUe. for the auidanc:ltl 

ot .ome tut.ure liinunlut. 1hat ~•t~nnlo 
n.alina llc:breW"t is no crime in the wa-­
«im« o f tMALnd. it it i.n(onotivable 
tlut the ~.l('e'ption which ha• btflt ..... 
will be allo• ed to and. 

The if!MJe, th~rcJor~. i-f not one be­
'"'ttn moralitf, and f•r·t ighled t la tet­
man•hip on t te one h.antl and htler· 
nalionotl law on the otht.l'. No valid 
objertion can be rai&ecl uncltr- lntuna· 
tion.al ltw IO a COU.rte of act.on whiteh 
it .o ob~•ouilr didattd by both monl· 
ity and .. atr.manJhip. The objection 
can proceed from two sourcw only : in· 
difference or bad will. 

'l'hit iuue) it beins: aubrnlued hereby 
lo tho p~ple o f America, the llandard 
bc:arett of de«nocy and true jullk"et in 
the hope that they wiU raise their vok-e 
and induet~ their IO"remmt'll\. •• well •• 
other I OYetnmentt t'OattrMd. to in· 
..cruet 1he War Cri:nw& Commiuion that 
11 Ctrrnu who tortured and killed 
H.-brew mtn, women tand .;hildrtll com· 
ins from llerlin, OudaJ)(!a:l, 8uehne~t, 
R.om.- or Sofit, it uo les& a w..r e.rimintl 
than had he tortur~ and kllltd mm. 
• ·oma1 and d.ildrm cotT'Iins from Mo. 
cow, Par;.. Waraw. BroMds or .A_mt­
wdam. 

'T'he:re i• another point to which at· 
tention it drawn herewith. 

The (.XICJntittation of tt1c l lebrcWI by 
Germany wat not diretted agtinat c:iti· 
'l~ns of particular eountri,.._ h was 
directed •&•inJt the Hebrew p~ple u 
a-U!Ch. Sor:n• of lht J~·s who found their 
deatla in the horrible mannn- detcribed 
in the r<por1 ~K-ing pobliohed by the 
War Refv1ee Board wiH be more or Its! 
wholeheartedly reprHented by the dele· 
~Q·~ or tlt(lir rtspecth·r:: counl ria on 
1he \Var Cdmes Corumis&ion. 

But "ho will r-C'.prett:nt thOle J .::ws 
• •ho did not have the tbiUI o( ehi:ttU· 
ship in one of the United N1tiont and 
who nt\rrtMiat tuflere'.d horrible ckalh 
to the numbu of oYr:r- one million? 
Who will ttprnt:nl the Hebrewt? It is 
l>«:ai.I "CC they were and a re unrevrc­
ttnted lhat the thoughlleN inju&llce 
agaitlJI whic:h we are compelled 10 J)t'O· 

leM pubHely today could ha' c occurred. 
~o OM lhou,lbt of them h«-au.Kt no o~ 
rc:'pr~t~l~. 

\\ e. tbettfor~ bt:lie\e it onl) fa ir tttd 
proper thtt the Hebrew people u tUoC'h 
be -ivert repretentation on the War­
CrinttJ ConuniMion and thuJ be teo 
roorded thn ch11nct. cqutl to all uther 
vk-tim& of A.aia cruelty, to IC'e lo il tltat 
the suihy be puniAhecl It il a travftl1) 
upon ju.tke t.htt the War Crimc:'f Com· 
tni,tion .t.Guld induck rt"pt.enUli'~ 
of •11 ntliont as aintt whom atroritin 
'*'t:rt- .-.ueuniUtd tltttJ>l thf' nn.- nati()n 
us:ainJt wh1eh more atrocitin were cuul· 

t 1 ~ •• : '- Ctt n '"' 1.,{ " 'r. 
1, ··t r ·/ 1 • ,-.c, /v <if- -1 -t 

mitt~ tha~t o:n llh lhe nlhe:rt (Ombinc:':d. IJ1 
Ttwn •• a thud poinc to •hkh attn~· • 

tion JUY be dr-awa .. thi, jucture. be-£ ~ 
t'aliiM 11 too •lluttrattt- the inj~Ntice re- lit ' 

tultina from the Hebr-ew pcoplea bc.ina 
rtcottnia.ed by the Aait or.ly but not by 
the de«nl pe<~p les o{ the world : Time 
aftt-r lime Jeliclert of the Unitt<l Nallon1 
cave wnnin3 to the Adt Po wert 
acainll u1ins pot.oo s:•a. dtdarlna that 
ahould pottOn ,.., be uwd aa•lnJt any 
of the Anw.. r-d.ali.a:tioa W Q4;1Jd be pr-.c­
liced •ll••n~t Ctrmany. 1-"or a Ions h mt: 
it h.aa htt-n known that Wrmany had 
contit.eenlly uaed poilon a,u •&•inlt the 
H~brcw \H'oplc. The report now bein" 
))Ubli.tte< hy lhe War Rdu~oo Board 
again C'Or.firm• thd fact. The r-epor1 
ll.ates that well over a million lltbrewt 
Wt'te murdftec( by poi.oft 1M- n 
ffebrtw Commiuee of N'aliont l Ubut· 
tion hat on nu.mt.rout ocationt in the 
put drawn l.he attention of the Cow· 
emment of the United Stalet 1nd the 
Cove.rnmcnt of Great Britain in reputed 
comrnuniaationt that the warning w-hich 
"'It t;h•tn to Wnnany a~injl, the UK 
of poiton pt be a:peci6eally att:nded to 
eovtJ" the u:te of poiton su apimA. 
Hcebrewt. We feel c:ontlr• ined to u:• 
prcg our deep ttp"tl that no acdon hN 
bctn talen on thac propoul"' and con· 
fidt.ntly hope 1hat the publieation of the 
preterit govcrruucntal repof'l on the uae 
o f poiton IU wlU be followed hy an 
appropriate waming. and unlat cffed· 
i'~· apprOpt"iate action will be taken 
•&aimt the Wrmam. 

Til~ lf~k'tw Co•~nitl" •f N•lio11•f 
Lilnf•U"" ;, lhru(ort' "'di"K lite. (oi­
IIJtJ'IHtc "'lilrJtf of the r~'~'~~''"'"flill of 
II;,. lh•IIM H•li•m to.,u,.!l'dl ) 

I• 'I hat th"7 Wue • (Of~tt lif'C.IA!•· 
,.,.. ,.._,.~,_,., ,,..., m...-. to••mc:4 

•t:"••~• ,,.,,.,. ,,. &,.,... trrftptltlir<t 

• ( ,., lnreiM'J ,.. rluirAI tiU rriMf ..,.. 

ru._..,. .. ,.,.J rw tl'lc: dte~M, 4W I.U •I \ 
rlritnuMJt O/ th~ ltrCtim '' tit. ,;"'~ of 
tl,..lh , tH ro,uld~re.d v • "'~~'' nl,.., •"d 
JINIIIJitt'd aJ IIUh. 

~ TMI flu JOt-'""'-lMnb of the / 

t rull'fl N•IHHU n ..untnl llilttn.ltl ,Jw.,­
rf'Jif,..,.,.l•tn-YJ .. tltc If'•' Cn...-. C..· I 
... w.. ,. IN- , . " tiNt ··~ • ...., .,... 

,,..,, li«Mrat•- o put 1-1110 ' '"'· ( 

J fh•t rtflrt'.JI!Itlalil'h of thf Il l • 

lirCI" l l<l'flltle. b.: giwlf ""'"4umhlf' on 
tilt' Wat Crlma CCIIlflflii-JIOfl """' 

that U•(Hn•reiJ. ""lit uu:l1 t{Mof u • 
II,.,,,.. ,..,.._, .....,.,,... .. , k U• 
"~';ltf'fl 1~ 1/t'b-t,-. C..•r.llu o( \ 
~ •• ,....., laon.t- .., .. , .. ~d ,.. 

#'fO,.IflfMft" t/o t' 1/dtrf'W 14'/ttr#'VJ/IMIIiltlf en 

II• • U ,., C.n.-o (;'.,..,,,.,w;;m 



April .3, 1945 

Respectfull.T referred to the 

Secretary of State for attentiOII aDd 

appropriate ackna-ledgaebt. 

1'Il.I.U ll D. IUSSBTT 
Secretary to the Pr eaideot 

Peter H. Bergson ~ 
Chairman,' !!ebrew co-ittee 

of National<Lib8ratioo 
2.315 lle-saachusetts Ave . , N.'!f;­
!'lashington, D. C. 

Letter to the President, dated April 1, 1945z 

..._ ____ _ 

Stating that reports fr~~ Europe disclose Nazi plans for a menstruous 
massacre of oTer a million Hebrew people still in concentration camps 
and slaTe labor battalions, and pleading with the President to take 
iaDediate action to avert this tragedy. Suggests statement from Secy. 
of State that crimes committed against Hebrews be regarded as war crimes 
and punishable as such; a warning from the President and similar wsrnlng 
direct to the German people by General Eisenhower. 

-I , 
' JJ 



For t he President 

S.R. 



~ar 'Audrey: -

Please pick up and see what 

we di d with the original of this 

letter from Mr. Bergson. 

G. G. T. 



1'11;)~~:.,,~, 

l) l ) MAU A(.IIU,nTIAVIHlii. N . W . 

w .uHINGTC»> .. D. c. 
ADAWJ 8tOO 

HEBRJ!W COMMnTE£ OP NATIONAL UBI!RATION 

April 2 , 194t! 

W)' dear Mra, ROOMftlt, 

I take the Ubart7 t o encloae h.rewith 

a copy of en appeal eddreaaed to the ~ea14ent of 

the 11ntte4 states, .\.\I {\ 

The deep concern fiiJ' the fate of our ~ 
11r!per1led people 'lbich rou axpreeaed during ay re­

cent conTersatlon with you g1Tea us the hope that 

rou will agree that the action we e4TOCate ia just, 

and urgentl)' .-ceuary, and that you will endeeTOr 

t o help bring it about """'-diahlJ, lfbile there 

1a still t1m8. 

lei thtully your a , 

Mre , Franklin D. Rooeenlt, 

The 'lbtte Bouse, 
Waah.inston , D. C. 



.UI' M.d$1\CliU~t.Yr) AVW\i[, N . \V, 

\VI i\5111NGTON It, 0 . C. 

IIEJIREW CoMMI1TFI1 OP NATIONAL LIDEJ\AI10N 

AprU 1 , 194!1 

Mr, Praot dont 1 

~n1o\e"' ropol"to tl'OIII Jurope, quo\ oftlela1 
O.naa ll'.-110 broedeana, 41 .. loo 
.outNw.a ...... ,.. of oter • a1.lll0oia'lliiti~~ 
oUll 1a ~1'&8111 '• 00110ft\,..\1on OUlPI ud o lelooll' 
ba Uo.Uou, a o a o.U.U t o U1ll4 u'aala \loa or 

OUl' ... u..... ti2. 
,.., MP'Iallh Of b"" plo, WI opp .. l \0 ,.... 

011 behd.t of \beaa I w • , aon aad oblltron *o 
han wttbatoo4 a1x yo \olA onttarllll ... a tornre, 
4ar1T1JI« 1\rollll\h ad a Ill' 01 t ...... \ho1P lnYlnolbla be-
l11f 1n tba uUS...\a 1'1ot t cJo .. nt ~U)', Onl)' 
\ ba - t tile all'o ot \Ia tlaitM »aUou 

rooll)' do 111 a \ no 11"&1*••• oa-..aaa 
\!Ia Co t tbaaa al&aaUa ... .aaotl.y o 

t their own dat.e\. 

:tor • aot a 110rd or wanllla Ilea bean 
atna tlle., •• aoatbo a publU dalleta h .. ...,,,.. 
~~jiji'on boy tlii o ou ... n or tll.o llllit.-1 lloUona ao \ o 

ather \be ana,.lnoUon or !lob.,...a to a •n lll'lM or 
o\, •. Ia4 to tblo 4&)' \be 11aaa 11 ud•o14od, "' 11ba 

nnl aat hoaa of OWJ' owa •lqal.Uto,• wllooa podanUo 
IIIIo hi elr, tho\!Ck IUlOOilaoiou.LJ, booo.. lntaotad 

b c. '• bll'bario ooooopta or le:w. Tb•r ba.,.. l8JI'Ill'l4 
laar ad J'Opeatod pi'01101m-ll\o o• pom,..-,., 

l(r, Pr .. tdant, t bue 11'0 110 IOOMI to azpl'aoo \ha 41o­
a•te.r t b.et baa betaU .en ou.r u.\ton. 'l'he!'ft are QO worda to 

arpPOII t ho atPOJIII\11 of O\lll' 4ol1All4 ""d tba hllall U r o r ou 
oppoal to yo10 t o tan 1.-dioto aotton to nart tll1o 
turtbor trotsed7 - &oUon wh1ob II&)' Ulll , • .,.. 1001'0 th on a 

Hia llxoellanO)' 
Tbe .PNa1d•n' ot the UDJ.t e4 Stfttl•s ot .. ~rl Oft• 

Woobtngt on, D. 0 , 



-z-

a1lltoa ltno. 

Th• following alopa ta~a 40w could be dooiai•• 

iD their otroot : 

1. " natuoat by tho S.orehry ot Stoto 

Mkil\S: 1t uDlotokablY oloor tMt tho Ooftra­

aoat ot tho tTDite4 Btatu roJ!ordo ort.uo -­
a1Uo4 a&otut l!el>rowa, n.., it oOIUI1Uo4 oa 
.Uto \on twry ud trrupooUTO ot tho ot\ho,... 

a.btp ot tbo Yiolillo, aa ,.,. orl.Juo ud paa.\ob­

oblo •• euob. 

2. 4 at em • ro1na trcm 70U oxpraeelAs oaoe 

qata t ho ebborrnoo ot the .Coriollll -plo ot 
tho ••• llll.rder ot t he Reltrews, e4 t ho tuturo 

COD.II queaooa ot tbeao aor41d dooda tl>r t ho 
German poople, 

3 . .< •tailor 100rD11>11 bo._d diroot to tho 

0.J'IIaJI pooplo b7 O.neral Eteenhowr uraha tho 
Oorun poplllotion to pronnt tbo oxeo\lUoa of 

t llta 4tabolto plu . 

A~ro ot tboir defeat, tbo Go ....... o bon Ull0111lot4 

m&Mroue eoaoeaalon• and S..pro•••n•• 1D tU ,,...,. 

M U\ of piaotaere Of W&r an4 o f BlaTO labo}t• ObYiCN-a­

).y ln an attlo)r\ to gala vome terror riGh U. Tietoza. 

Tbe aboM atape. tberetore , &H eu.re 'o M et­
tooU'N ta ak1J1a \he a.,_.. ..... t bo1r en-a 

aaowt tho Bobrow. too . tor \hoy atoppo4 t on u1JIC 

u4 .u4a1'1q other poople•, not bouuoe tboy otoppod 

boUD!I t,_, but out ot lou. Thot ••• t ear oaa 

ulto tb.aa otop llllJ'deriq Bebr.wa. 

Mr. Pr .. idel, in your loe4ouh1p tbo worl4 nsJ>.t-

17 eeu ita crootoat hopo tor tho re-uhbUolla ... t ot 

-· dooenOJ ud .fu.ottoo wit hout whiob t here ou be 
ao rnl peeoe. Te:oa ot t bouaenda of S.bre•• aM alt?tt 

\odoy in tho liblro\od \errUori .. duo t o roru pro•loue 

ootloa on tboir bobolt, Bundredo ot \ bouoen4o aora 

wUl ow thir 111'11 to rou 11 you oo' agoU. now to 

....... t b-. 

Roapoottully youre, 

Petor B. 88rsaon 
Cholntall 
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