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FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1944.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (
/. WAR REFUGEE BOARD Y s
1 “WASHINGTON, D. C.

GERMAN EXTERMTNATION CAMPS —— AUSCHWITZ AND HIRKENAU

It is a fact beyond denial that the Cermans have deliberately
and systematically mmrdered millions of innocent civilians — Jews
and Christians alike — all over Europe, This campaign of terror
and brutality, which is unprecedented in all history and which
even now s unabated, is part of the German plan to subju-
gate the free peoples of the world,

So revolting and diabolical are the Cerman atrocities that
the minds of civilized people find it difficult to believe that
they have actually taken place, But the governments of the
United States and of other countries have evidence which clearly
subastantiates the facts,

The War Refugee Board is engaged in a desperate effort to
save as many as possible of Hitler's intended vietims, To facil-
itate ite work the Board has representatives in key spota in
Europa, These representatives have tested contacts
Europe and keep the Board fully advised concérning the German cam-
paign of extermination and torture,

Recently the Board recelved from a representative close to
the scens two eye-witness accounts of events which occurred in no-
torious extermination camps established by the Germans, The first
report is based upon the experiences of two young Slovakian Jews
who escaped in April, 1944 after spending two years in the Nazl
concentration camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau in southwestern
Foland, The second report is made by a non-Jewlsh Polish major,
the only surviver of one group imprisoned at Auschwitz,

The two reports were prepared independently and are repro-
duced exactly in the form they were received by the War Refugee
Board, except for a few deletions necessary for the protection of
porumuhnmyltﬂlbndiﬂ The figures concerming the slze
of the Jewlsh convoys and the mmbers of men and women admitted
to the two campes cannot be taken as mathematically exact; and,
in fact, are declared by the authors to be no more than

approximations, They are accepted as such by the Board,

The Board has every reason to belleve that these reports
present a true pleture of the frightful happenings in thease
camps, It is making the reports public in the firm conviction
that they should be read and understood by all Americans,

November, 1944
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No. 1

THE EXTERMINATION CAMFS OF AUSCHWITZ {Dnie::im]l
and RIRKENAU

in Upper Silesia.
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FOREWORD

Two young Slovak Jews - whose nimes will not be disclosed for
the time being in the interest of thelr own safety - have been
fortunate encugh to escape after spending two years in the concen—
tration camps of BIRKENAU, AUSCHWITZ and LUBLIN-MAJOANEK, where
they had been deported in 1942 from SLOVAKIA.

One of them was sent on April 13, 1942 from the assembly camp
of SEEED directly to AUSGHWITZ and then to BIIKENAU, while the
other was sent from the camp of NOVAKY to LUBLIN on June 14, 1942
and, after a short stay there, transferred to AUSCHWITL and, laten,
to BIFKENAU.

Tre following report does not contain everything these two
men experienced during their captivity, but only what one or both
together underwent, heard, or experienced at first hand. HNo
individual impressicns or juogments are recorded and nothing
passed on from hearsay.

The report starts with the story of the young Jew who was
removed from SkhkD. The account of his experiences in BIRKENAU
begins at the time the second Jew arrived there and is, therefore,
based on the statements of both. Then follows the individual
narrative of the second Jew who was sent from NOVAEY to LUBLIN
and from there to AUSCHWITZ.

The declarations tally with all the trustworthy yet fragmen-
tary reports hitherto received, and the dates given with regard
to tramsports toc varicus canps agree with the official records.
These ctotements can, therefore, be considered a2s entirely credible.

e i
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I. AUSCHWITZ AND BIRKENAU

on the 13th April, 1942 our group, consisting of 1,000 men,
was loaded into railroad cars at the assembly camp of SERED.
The doors were shut so that nothing would reveal the direction
of the journey, and vhen they were opened after a long while we
mu]imdthatmhadcmuadthnﬂlwnkfmnﬁarandmmin
ZWARDON. The train had until then been guarded by Hlinka men,
but was nmow taken over by 5SS guards. After a few of the cars
had been uncoupled from our convoy, we contimed on our vay
arriving at night at AUSCHWITZ, where we stopped on a sidetrack.
The reason the other cars were left behind was apparently the
lack of room at AUSCHWITZ. They joined us, hovever, a few days
later. Upon arrival we were placed in rows of five and counted.
There were 643 of us. After a walk of about 20 mimites with our
heavy packs (we had left Slovakia well equipped), we reached
the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ.

Wewraatumalndintuah:gabarrackv&mreunthuom
aidamhadmdapnsitnllmrluggagemdmthn other side
completely undress, leaving our clothes and wvaluables behind.
Naked, we then proceeded to an adjoining barrack where our
heads and bodies were shaved and disinfected with lysol. At
the exit every man was given a number which began with 28,600
in consecutive order. With this mmber in hand we were then
herded to a third barrack where so—called registration tock
place. This consisted of tattooing the mumbers we had received
in the second barrack on the left side of our chests. The ex-
treme brutality with which this was effected made many of us
faint., The particulars of our identity were also recorded.
Then we were led in groups of a hundred into a cellar, and
later to a barrack where ve were issued striped priscners'
clothes and wooden clogs. This lasted wmtil 10 a.m. In the
afterncon our prisoners' outfits were taken away from us again
and replaced by the ragged and dirty remains of Russian uni-
forms. Thus equipped we were marched off to BIRKENAU.

AUSCHWITZ is a concentration camp for political prisoners
under so-called "protective custody." At the time of my arrival,
that is in April of 1942, there were about 15,000 prisoners in
the camp, the majority of whom were Poles, Germans, and civilian
Russians under protective custody. A small number of priscners
came under the categories of criminals and york-shirkers."

AUSCHWITZ camp headquarters controls at the same time the
work-camp of BIRKENAU as well as the farm labor camp of HARMENSE.
A1l the prisoners arrive first at AUSCHWITZ where they are pro-
vided with prisoners' immatriculation mumbers end then are
either kept there, sent to EIRKENAU or, in very small rumbers,
to HARMENSE. The prisoners receive eonsecutive mumbers upon
arrival. Every mmber is only used once s0 thot the last mumber
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always corresponds to the number of prisoners actually in the camp.
At the time of our escapa, that is to say at the beginning of
April, 1944, the mumber had risen up to 180,000, At the outset
the numbers were tattoced on the left breast, but later, dus to
their becoming blurred, on the left forearum.

A1l prisoners, irrespective of category or nationality, are
treated the same. However, to facilitate identification, they
are distinguished by various coloured triangles gewed on the
clothing on the left breast under the jmmatriculation number.
The first letter indicates the nationality of the prisoner.

Tis letter (for instance "P® for Poles) appears in the middle
of the trisngle. The coloured triangles have the following
meaning:

i red triangle political prisoners under
protective custody

green " professional criminals

black " ndodgers® (labor slackers), "anti-
socisls" (mostly Hussians)

pink | homosexuals

viclet ™ members of the religious sect of
whibelfor scher"

The Jewish prisoners differ from the Aryan priscners in that
their triangle (which in the majority of cases 18 red) is turned
into a David's star by adding yellow poinis.

Within the enclosure of the camp of AUSCHWITZ there are
geveral factories: a war production plant, Deutscher
Aufrttstungswerk (DAW), a factory belonging to the KHUFP
works end one to the STRIENS concern. Outside the boundary
of the camp is a tremendous plant covering geveral square
kilometers named "BUNA.Y The priscners work in all the
aforementicned factories.

The prisoners’ actual living quarters, if such a term may
at all be used, inside the camp proper cover an area of approxi-
mately 500 by 300 meters surrounded by & double row of concrete
posts about 3 meters high which are connected (both inside and
oubside) with one another by a demse netting of high-tension
wires fixed into the posts by insulators. Between these two Tows
of posts, at intervals of 150 meters, there are 5 meters high
watchtowers, ecuipped with machine guns and gsearchlights. In
front cf the inner high-tension eircle there is further an ordi-
nary wire fence. Merely touching this fence is answered by
a stream of bullets from the watchtowers. This system is called
nthe small or immer chain of sentry posts." The camp itself is
composed of three rows of houses. Between the first and second
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row is the camp street, and between the second and third there
used to be a wall, The Jewish girls deported from Slovakia in
March and April, 1942, over 7,000 of them, lived in the houses
separated by this wall up to the middle of August, 1942. After
these girls had been removed to BIRKENAU, the wall between the
gecond and third row of houses was removed. The camp entry
road cubs across the row of houses, while over the entrance
gate, which is of course always heavily guarded, stands the
ironic inscription: "“Work brings freedom."

At a radius of some 2,000 meters the whole camp is encircled
by a second line called “the big or outer chain of sentry posts"
also with watchtowers every 150 neters. Between the inner and
outer chain of semtry posts are the factories and other workshops.
The towers of the inner chain are only manned at night when the
high-tension current is switched into the double row of wires,
During daytime the garrison of the immer chain of sentry posts
is withdrawn, and the men take up duty in the outer chain.

Escape through these sentry posts - and many attempts have been
made - is practically impossible. Cetting through the imer
circle of posts at night is completely impossible, and the
towers of the outer chain are so close to one another (one
every 150 meters, i.e. giving each tower a sector with

a 75-meter radius to watch) that approaching unnoticed is

out of the question. The guards shoot without warmning.

The garrison of the outer chain is withdrawn at twilight,

but only after it has been ascertained that all the prisoners
are within the inner circle. If the roll call reveals that
a prisoner is missing, sirens irmediately sound the alarm.

The men in the outer chain remain in their towers on the
lockout, the inner chain is manned, and a systematic search is
begun by hundreds of SS guards and bloodhounds. The siren brings
the whole surrounding countryside to a state of alamm, so that if
by miracle the escapee has been successiul in getting through
the outer chain he is nearly certain to be caught by one of the
numerous German police and 58 patrols. The escapee is further-
more handicapped by his clean-shaven head, his striped prisoner's
outfit or red patches sewn on his clothing, and the passiveness
of the thoroughly intimidated inhabitants. The mere fact of
neglecting to give infommation on the whereabouts of a prisoner,
not to speak of extending help, is punished by death. Provided
that the prisoner has not been caught sooner, the garrisom of
the outer chain of sentry posts remains on the watch for three
days and nights after which delay it is presumed that the escapee
has succeeded in breaking through the double circle, The follow-
ing night the outer guard is withdrawn, If the escapee is caught
alive, he is hanged in the presence of the whole camp; but if he
is found dead, his body - wherever it may have been located - is



mmmnmmnmm

-6 =

brought back to camp (it is easy to identify the corpse by means
of the tattoced number) and seated at the entrence gate, a small
notice clesped in his hands, reading: "Here I am." During our two
years' imprisorment many attempts to escape were made by prisoners
but, with the exception of two or three, all were brought back
dead or &live. It is not known whether the two or three escapoes
who were not caught actually managed to get away. It can, however,
be asserted that among the Jews who were deported from SIOVAKIA

to AUSCHWITZ or BIEKENAU we are the only two who were lucky emough
to save ourselves. i

As stated previously, we wers transferred from AUSCHWLITZ to
BILKENAU on the day of our arrival.

Actually there is no such district as BIRKENAU. Even the
word BIEKENAU is new in that it has been Bgdopted” from the nearby
Eirch Forest (BREZINSKY). The district now called BIRKENAU was,
and is still, called "HAJSKA™ by the local population. The exist-
ing camp center of BIRKENAU lies 4 kilometers distant from
AUSCGHWITZ. The outer control zones of both BIIKENAU and AUSCHWLTZ
meet end are merely separsted by a railway track. We never found
anything out sbout NEW-BEHUN, probably about 20 to 40 kilometers
away which, oddly encugh, we had to indicate as postal district
fﬂl" BIEKH'AU.

At the time of our arrival in BIRKENAU we found there only
cne huge kitchen for 15,000 people and three stone buildings,
two of which were completed and one under construction. The
buildings were surrcunded by an ordinary barbed wire fence. The
prisoners were housed in these buildings and in others later
constructed. All are built according to a standard model. Each
house is about 30 meters long and 8 to 10 meters wide. Whereas
the height of the walls hardly exceeds 2 meters, the reof is
disproportionately high - about 5 meters - 80 that the house
gives the impression of a stable surmounted by a large hayloft.
There is no inner ceiling, so that the room reaches a height of
7 meters in the cemter; in other words the pointed roofing rests
directly on the four walls. The room is divided in two by
a partition rumning its whole length down the middle and fitted
with an opening to enable communication between the two parts
thus separated. Along both side walls, @8 well as along the
middle partition, two parallel floors, some 80 centimeters
apart, have been built which are in tun divided into small
cells by vertical partitions. Thus there are three floors:
the ground floor and the two built in the side walls. Normally
three people live in each cubicle. As can be judged from the
dimensions indicated, these cubicles are too narrow for a man
to lie stretched out and not high enough for him to sit upright.
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There is no question of having enough space to stand upright. In
this way some 400 to 500 people are accommedated in one house or
"block,™ as they are also called,

The present camp of BIRKENAU covers an area of some 1,600 by
500 meters widch is surrounded - similar %o AUSCEWITZ - by a so-
called small or immer chain of sentry posts. Work 1s now
proceeding on a still larger compound which is to be added
ilater on to the already sxisting camp. The purpese of this
extensive plaming i= not kmowm tc us.

vthin & radius of 2 kilometers, as with AUSCIWITZ,
BIFKMIAL is also surrcounded by an outer chain of sentry posts
with the same type of waich system as at AUSCHITZ.

The buildings we found on our arrival had been erected by
12,000 Russian priseners of war brought there in December, 1941.
in severe winter weather they had to work under inhuman condl-
tions as 2 result of which most of them, with the exception of
a small mumber emplgyed in the ldtchen, died of exposure. They
were mmbersd from 1 to 12,000 in a series which had no connec-
tion with the ordinary camp mumbering system previcusly described.
Whenever fresh convoys of [hssian prisoncrs arrived, they were not
issued the current AUSCHWITZ prisoner numbers, but received those
of deceased Russians in the 1 to 12,000 series. It is, therefore,
difficult to estimate how many prisonecrs of this category passed
through the camp. Apparently Russians were iransferred Yo
AUSCIWITZ or BIRKENIAU on disciplinary grounds from repular
prisoner-of-wer camps. W% found what remained of the Russians
in a terrible state of destitution and neglect living in the
wnfinished building without the slightest protection against ecold
or rain. They died "en messe." Hundreds and thousands of their
bodies were buried superficially, spreading a stench of pestilence.
Later we had to exinme and burn the corpses.

A week beafore our arrival. in AUSCHWITZ the first group of

Jews reached the camp: (the women were dealt with separately and
received numbers parallel to those of the men; the Slovak wamen
received serial mumbers from 1 to 8,000) 1,320 naturalized French
Jews from Paris. They were numbered from 27,500 omwards. It is
clear, therefore, that between this French group and our convoy
no other men arrived in AUSCHWITZ, since we have already pointed
out that our mmbers started with 28,600. We found the 700 French
Jews vwino were still alive in terrible condition, the missing GOO
having died within a week after their arrival.

The following categories were housed in the three completed
buildings:
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1. The so-called "prominencial: professional criminals
and older Folish political prisoners who were in charge of the
administration of the camp.

II. The remainder of the French Jews, namely some 700.

IiI. The 643 original Slovak Jews to whom were added a few
days later those who had been left at ZWARDON.

IV. 'Tose hissians who wera still alive and housed in the
unfinished building as well as in the open air and whose numbers
diminished so rapialy that as a group they are scarcely worth
mentioning. .

Together with the remaining Fussian prisoners the Slovak
Jews worked at the construction of buildings, whereas the French
Jews had to do spade work. After three days I was orderud, to-
gether with 200 other Glovak Jews, to work in the (eman armanent
factories at AUSCHWITZ, but we continued to be housed in BIRKHENAL.
We left early in the morning returning at night and worked in the
carpentry shop as well as on road construction. Our food con-
sisted of one litre of tumip soup at midday and 300 grams of bad
bread in the evening. Working conditions were inconceivably hard,
so that the majority of us, weakened by starvation and the in-
edible food, could not stand it. The mortality was so high that
gvery day our group of 200 had 30 to 35 dead. Many were simply
beaten to death by the overseers - the "Capos" - during work,
without the slightest provocation. The gaps in our ranks caused
by these deaths were replaced daily by prisoners from BIRKENAU.
Our return at night was extremely painful and dangerous, as wWo
had to drag along over a distance of 5 kilometers our tools, fire
wood, heavy caldrons, and the bodies of those who had died or had
been killed during the working day. Vith these heavy loads we
were forced to maintain a brisk pace, and anyone incurring the
displeasure of one of the uGapos" was cruelly knocked down, if
not beaten to death. Until the arrival of the second group of
5lovak men some 14 days later, our original number had dwindled
to 150. At night we were counted, the bodies of the dead were
piled up on flat, narrow-gauge cars or in a truck and brought to
the Birch Forest (BEB4INSKY) where they were burned in a trench
several meters deep and about 15 meters long. Every day on our
way to work we met & working party of 300 Jewish girls from
5lovakia who were employed on ground work in the vicinity. They
were dressed in old Fussian uniform rags and wore wooden clogs.
Their heads were shaven and, unfortunately, we could not speak
to them.



Mrmm#mwgmm

—ir e

Until the middle of May, 1942, a total of four convoys of
malc Jews from Slovakia arrived at BIRKENAU and all received
similar treatment to ours.

Fron the first and second transports 120 men were chogsen
(incluiing myself) and placed at the disposal of the administra-
tion of the camp of AUSCHWITZ, which was in need of doctors,
dentists, intellectuals, and clerks. This group consisted of
00 Slovak and 30 French Jews. AS I had in the meantime managed
Lo work ry way up to & good position in EIR¥EMAU = being in
command of a group of 50 men, which had brought me considerable
advantage - I at first felt reluctant to leave for AUSCHWITZ.
lowever, I was finally persuaded to go and left. After cight
days, 18 doctors amd attendants as well as three further persons
were selected from this group of 120 intellectuals. The doctors
were used in “he "sick building" or “hospital" at AUSCHIITZ,
while we three were sent back to HIRKENAU. My two comrades,
ladislav Draun fron Tmava and Gross from Vrbové (?), both of
vhom have since died, were sent to the Slovak block while I was
ordered to the French section where we were employed at collect-
ing "personal data" and at "nursing the sick.” The remaining
99 persons were sent to work in the gravel pit where they all
died within a short time. i

Shortly thereafter a so-called "sick-building" (¥ rankenbau)

was set up. It was destined to become the ruch dreaded “Hock 7
where at first I was chief attendant and later administrator..
The chief of this "infirmary" was a Pole. Actually this building
was nothing else than an assenbly cenire for death candidates.
A1l prisoners incapable of working were sent there. There was no
question of any medical attention or care. We had some 150 dead
daily and their bodies were sent for cremation to AUSCHWIIZ.

At the same Sime the so-called "selections" were introduced.
Twice weekly, Mondays and Thursdays, the camp doctor indicated
the number of prisoners who wers to be gassed and then burned.
These "selectecs" were loaded into trucks and brought to the
Birch Forest. Those still alive upon arrival were gassed in
a big barrack erected near the trench used for burning the
bodies. The weekly "draft" in dead from "Hlock 7" was about
2,000, of whom 1,200 died of "natural death" and about 800
through "selection.” ¥For those who had not been "selected"

a death certificate was issued and sent to the central adminis-
tration at OWANIENBURG, whereas for the "selectees" a special
register was kept with the indication "S.3." ("Sonderbehandelt" -
apecial treatment). Until January 15, 1943, up to which time

I wag adninistrator of "Block 7" and therefore in a position to
directly observe happenings, some 50,000 priscners died of
"patural death" or by "selectionw"
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he previously described, the prisoners were numbered con-
secutively so that we are able to reconstruct fairly clearly
their order of succession and the fate which befell each
separate convoy on arrival. .

The first male Jewish transport reaching AUSCHWITZ for
BIIKENAU was composed, as mentioned, of 1,320 naturalized
French Jews bearing approximately the following numbers:

2'?.450 - zﬁ,f)m
28,600 - 20,600 In April, 1942 the first convoy of

5lovak Jews (our convoy).

100 men (Aryens) from various concentra-
tion camps.

20,600 - 29,700

29,700 - 32,700
32,700 - 33,100

33,100 - 35,000
35,000 - 36,000
%lﬂm = 3’?13'1}

37,300 - 37,900

37,900 - 38,000

38,000 - 38,400

3 complete convoys of Slovak Jews.

400 professional eriminals (iryans) from
Warsaw prisons.

1,900 Jews from Cracow.
1,000 Foles (Aryans) - political priscners.

In May, 1942 - 1,300 Slovak Jews from
LUBLIN-MAJIENEK.

600 Poles (Aryans) from RALOM, amongst
them a few Jews.

100 Foles from the concentration camp of
DACHAU.

400 French naturalized Jews who arrived

with their families.

This whole convoy congisted of about 1,600 individuals of
whom approximately 200 girls and 400 men were ednitted to the
canp, while the remaining 1,000 persons (women, old people,
children as well as men) were sent without further procedure
from the railroad siding directly to the Birch Forest, and therc
gassed and burned. From this moment on all Jewish convoys were
dealt with in the same manner. Approximately 10 percent cf the
men and 5 percent of the women were allotted to the camps and
the remalning mermbers were immediately gassed. This process of
extermination had already been applied earlier to the Follsh Jews.
During long months, without interruption, trucks brought thousands
of Jews from the varicus "ghettos" direct to the pit in the
"Erkenwald.,"



mmmnmwnmm

E'Er"lm o 39!200

39,200 - 40,000

40,000 ~ 40,150

40,150

43,800

43,800

44,5200

443200 = 45,000

45,000 - 47,000

47,000 = 47,500

47,500 - 47,800
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BOO naturalized French Jews, the remainder
of the convoy was - as previously described -
gmad.

B8CO Poles (Aryans), political prisoners.
150 Slovak Jews with their families,

Qutside of a group of 50 girls sent

to the women's camp, all other members
were geosed in the Birch Forest. Among
the 150 men who came to camp there were

a certain Zucker (Christian name unknown)
and Sonnenschein, Viliam, both from
Eastern Slovalkia.

Lpproximately 4,000 Fronch naturalized Jemws,
almost ell intellectusls; 1,000 women were
directed to the women's camp, while the
balsnce of about 2,000 persons were gassed
in the vsual msnner.

400 Siovak Jews from LUBLIN, including
Mete) Klein end No. 43820, Melloch Laufer
from Eastern Slovekia. This conwvoy

arrived on June 3C, 1942.

200 Slovak Jews. The eonvoy consisted of
1,000 persons. A number of women were sent
to the women's cemp, the rest gaseed in the
Birch Wood., Among the prisoners sent to
camp were: Jozef Zelmanovic, Snina -
hdolf Kahan, Eratislave - Walter heichmann,
Sucany - Bsther Kshan, Bratislava,

2,000 Frenchmen (Aryens), communiets and
other political prisoners, among whom were
the brother of Thorez and the young brother
of Léon Elum. The latter was atrociously
tortured, then gassed and burned.

£0C Jews from Hollend, in the majority
German eoigrants. The rest of the convoy,
sbout 2,500 perscns, gasscd.

About 300 so-called Russizns under pro-
tective custody.
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48,300 - 48,620 320 Jews from Slovakia. About 70 girls were
transferred to the women's camp, the remainder,
some 650 people, gassed in the Birch Wood. This
convoy included about BO people who had been
hended over by the Hungarian police to the camp
of SERED. Others from this convoy were:

Dr. Zoltan Mandel (since deceased) - Holz
(Christian name unknown), butcher from Piestany,
Miklos Engel, Zilina - Chaim Katz, Snina, (his
wife and 6 children were gassed).

49,000 - 64,800 15,000 naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch
Jews. This figure certainly represents less
than 10 percent of the total convoy. This was
between July 1 and September 15, 1942, Large
family convoys arrived from various European
countries and were at cnce directed to the
Birch Wood. The special squad {'Egndarknmandc"]
employed for gassing and burning worked in day and
night shifts. Hundreds of thousands of Jews were
gassed during this period.

64,800 - 65,000 200 Slovak Jews. Out of this transport about 100
women were admitted to the camp, the rest cf them
gassed and burned. Among the newly arrived were:
Ludwig Katz, Zilina - Avri Burger, Bratislava -
Poprad (wife dead) - Mikulas Steiner, Povazska
Bystrica - Juraj Fried, Trencin - Buchwald -
Josef Fosenwasser, Bastern Slovakia - Julius
Neuman, Bardejov - Sandor Wertheimer, Vrbove -
Misi Wertheimer, Vrbove - Bela Blau, Zilina.

65,000 - 68,000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews.
Mot more than 1,000 women were “selected" and
sent to the camp. The others, at the lowest
egstimate 30,000, were gassed.

71,000 - 80,000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews.
The prisoners brought to the camp hardly
represent 10 percent of the totel transport.
A conservative estimate would be that
approximately 65,000 to 70,000 perscns were
gassed.
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On December 17, 1942, the 200 young Slovak Jews, the so-
called "special squad® employed in gassing and burming the
condemned, wore in turn executod at BIRKEHAU. They wers
axocuted for having planned to mutiny and escape. A Jew
betrayed thelr preparations. This frightful job had to be
takon over by a group of 200 Polish Jews who had just ar-
rived at camp from HAKOW.

The mon belonging to the “"special squad® llwed
soparately. On account ef the dreadful =smell spread by
thom, poople had but little comtact with them. Baoldes
they were always [llthy, destibube, mmlf wild and extraordi-
narily brutal and ruthless. Ib was not uncomon to see ope
of thom kill another. This was considersd by the others
r sensation, a change. One simply recorded that mumber
so-and-so had died.

(mee I was an oye-witnoss whon a younpg Polish Jew named
Josgel demonstrated Pselentific® muwrder on a Jew in the
preseneo of an S5 pmed. He used no weapon, merely his bare
hands, to kill his victim.

Ho. 80,000 marks tle beglnning of tho systomatie extorad-
notion of the Polish ghettos.

80,000 - 85,000 Approximately 5,000 Jews from various ghettoa
in MLJAMA — LAXOW - ZICIEMOW - LOMEA - GHODHO -
HIALOSTOK.

For fully 30 days truck-convoys arrived
without imterruption. Omly 5,000 persons
were sent to the concentration casp; all
the othors werc gassed at once, The
"spacial squad" worked in two shifts,

24, hours daily and was scarcaly able to
cope with the passing and Lurning. Without
exagperating it mey be sald that out of
these convoys sorp 30,000 to 790,000 recalved
gpocial trealoent.” These transports also
brought in a considerable ameunt of money,
wvaluables, ami precicus stoncs.

05,000 - 92,000 6,000 Jows from ClOMNC, AIALOSTOK and COACOW
as well as 1,000 Aryan Poles. The majority
of the Jewlsh convoys were directly passed
and daily about 4,000 Jews wore driven into
the pas chanbers.
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waiting room on the floor below. From there a door and a few
steps lead down into the very long and narrow gas chambars
The walls of this chamber are also camouflaged with similated
entries to shower rooms in order to mislead the victims. The
roof is fitted with threo traps which can be hermetically
cloged from the outside. A track leads from the gas chamber
towards the furnace room, The gessing takes place as follows:
the unfortunate victims are brought into hall (B) where they
are told to undress. To complete the fiction that they are
going to bathe, each person receives a towel and a small piece
of sunpimadbymmnladinﬂﬁtauuau. Then they are
crowded into the gas chamber (C) in such numbers that thers
is, of course, only standing rooms To compress this crowd into
the narrow space, shots are often fired to induce those already
at the far end to huddle still closer together. Yhen everybody
is inside, the heavy doors are closed. Then there is a short
pause, presumably to allow the room temperature to rise to
a certain lavel, after which SS men with gas masks climb on
the roof, open the traps, and shake down a preparation in
powder form out of tin cans labelled "CYKLOM "For use against
vermin," which is mamufactured by a Hamburg concern. It is
presumed that this is a WCYANIIE" mixture of some sort which
tarns into gas at a certain temporature. After three minutes
in the chamber is dead. No one is known to have
survived this ordeal, although it was not uncommon to discover
gigns of life after the primitive measures employed in the °
Birch Wood. The chamber is then opened, aired, ard the
Wgpgcial squad" carts the bodies on flat trucks to the
furnace rooms where the burning takes place. Crematoria IIT
and IV work on nearly the same principle, but their capacity
is only half as large. Thus the total capacity of the four
cramating and gassing plants at BIRKENAU amounts to aboutb
6,000 dailys

mpﬂmiplamﬂmewsgasmd;Mamuddm,u
thay are usually given “special treatment" by shooting. Before
the crematoria wero put into service, the ghooting took place
in the Birch Wood and the bodies were burned in the long trench;
later, however, executions took place in the large hall of one
of the crematoria which has been provided with a speclal instal-
lation for this purpose.

Prominent guests from DERLIN were present at the inauguration
of the first crematorium in March, 1943, The "program" conaslsted
of the gassing and burning of &,000 Cracow Jews. The guests, both
officers and civilians, werc extremely satisfied with the results
and the special peephole fitted into the door of the gas chamber
was in constant use, They were lavish in their praise of this
newly erected installation.
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109,000 - 119,000 At the beginning of March, 1943, 45,000 Jews
arrived from Saloniki. 10,000 of them came
to the camp, including a small percentage
of the women; some 30,000 however went
straight to the cremating establishment.
0f the 10,000 nearly all died a short time
later from a contagicus illness resembling
malaria. They also died of typhus due to
the general conditions prevailing in the
Camp.

Malaria among the Jews and typhus took such toll among the
prisoners in general that the "selections" were temporarily
suspended. The contaminated Greek Jews were ordered to present
themselves and in spite of our repeated warnings many of them
did. They were all killed by intracardial phenol injections
adninistered by & lance-corporal of the medical corps.

Out of the 10,000 Greek Jews, some 1,000 men remained alive
end were later sent, together with 500 other Jews, to do
fortification work in Warsaw, A few weeks later several hundred
came back in a pitiful state and were immediately gassed. The
remainder presumably died in Warsaw. Four hundred Greek Jews
suffering from malaria were sent for "further treatment® to
IUBLIN after the phenol injections had been stopped, and it
appears that they actually arrived. Their fate is not known to
us, but it can be taken for granted that out of the original
murber of 10,000 Jews not one eventually remained in the camp.

Simultaneously with the stopping of the "selections" the
murdering of prisoners was forbidden. Prominent murderers such
‘as: the Feich German professional criminals Alexander Neumenn,
Zimmer, Albert Haemmerle, Hudi Osteringer, Bachert, and
the political prisoners Alfred Kiem and Alols Stahler, were
punished for repeated murder and had to make written declaration
that they had killed sc and so many prisoners.

At the beginning of 1943 the political section of
AUSCHWITZ received 500,000 discharge certificates and we thought
with ill-concealed joy, that at least a few of us would be
liberated. But the forms were simply filled out with the nemes
of those gassed and filed away in the archives.

119,000 - 120,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from the PAWIAK
penitentiary in Warsaw.

120,000 - 123,000 3,000 Greek Jews, part of whom were sent to
replace their comrades in Warsaw. The
remainder quickly died off.
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123,000 - 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from RADOM and
TARNOW,

124,000 - 126,000 2,000 from mixed Aryan convays.

In the meantime, ceaseless convoys of Polish and a few French
and Belglian Jews arrived and, without exception, were dispatched
to the gas chambers. Among them was a transport of 1,000 Polish
Jews from MAJDANEK which included throe Slovaks, one of whom was
a certain Spira from Stropkow or Vranov.

The flow of convoys abruptly ceased at the end of July, 1943
and there was a short breathing space. The crematoria were thor-
oughly cleaned, the installatlions repaired and prepared for
further use. On August 3 the ldlling machine again went into
operation, The first convoys consisted of Jews from BENZBUHG
and SOSNOWITZ and others followed during the whole month of

Auguste

132,000 - 136,000 Only 4,000 men and a very small number
of women were brought to the camp. Over
35,000 were gassed. Of the aforementioned
4,000 men, many died as a result of bad
treatment, hunger or illness; some were
aven murdered. The main responsibility
for these tragedies lies with the criminal
TYN (a Reich German) from the concentration
camp of SACHSENHAUSEN and the Folish political
prisoner No. 8516, Mieczislav KATFREINSKI,
Imm 'n'fal‘ﬁm'r-

The "selections" were introduced again and
this time to a2 murderous extent, especially
in the women's « The camp doctor,

an 55 "Hauptst er" and the son or
neplfew of the police president of Berlin

(we forget his name) cutdid all the others
in brutality. The selection system has
been continued ewver since, until our escape.

137,000 - 138,000 At the end of August 1,000 Poles came from
the PAWIAK prison and 80 Jews from Greece.

138,000 - 141,000 3,000 men from varicus Aryan transports.
142,000 - 145,000 At the beginning of September, 1943, 3,000

Jows arrived from Polish working camps and
Iussian prisoners of war.
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148,000 - 152,000 During the week following September 7,
1943 family transports of Jeaws arrived
{rom THEHESIENSTATLT. They enjoyed quite
an exceptional status which was incom-
prehensible to us. The familics were
not separated and not a single one of
then received the customary and “normal'
gas treatment. Their heads were not even
shaven, thoy were alle to keep their
luggage, and were lodged in a separate
section of the camp, men, women and
children togethers The men were not
forced to work and a school was cven
set up for the children under the
direction of Fredy HIRSCH (Makabd,
Prague). They were allowed to corre-
spond freely. The worst they had to
wndergo was mistrcatment at the hands
of their "eanp eldest," a certain pro-
fessional criminal by the name of
Arno B8, prisoner No, 8. Our
astonishment increased when we learned
of the official indication given to
this special transport:

"SEN —~ transport of Czech Jews with
gix months' gquarantine -

We very well knew what "SB" meant
("Sonderbehandlung"), but could not
understand the long peried of six months!
guarantine and the generally clement
treatment this group received. The

longest quarantine pericd we had wit-
nessed so far was only three weeks.

Towards the end of the six months' perioed,
however, we became convinced that the fate
of these Jews would be the same as that of
most of the others - the gas chamber. lie
tried to got in touch with the leader of
this group and explain their let and what
they had 4o cxpect. Some of them declared
{especially Fredy HILSCH who seemed to enjoy
the full confidence of his companicns) that
if our feoars took shape they would organize
resistance, Thus, some of then hoped to
instigate a peneral revolt in the camp. On
March 6, 194% we heard that the crematoria
were being preparcd to receive the Czech Jows.
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1 hastened to inform Fredy IILISCH and

begged hin to take immediate action as

they had nothing to lose, le replied

that he recognized his duty. Defore
nightfall I again crept over to the

Czech carp where I learned that

Fredy HIRSCH was dying; he had poi-

soned himself with lumincl. The next

day, March 7, 1944, he was taken, un-
conscious, along with his 3,791 comrades
who had arrived at BIRKENAU on September 7,
1943 on trucks, to the crematoria and
gassed, The young people went to their
death singing, but to our great disap- £
pointment nobody revolted. Some 500
glderly people had died during quarantine.
Of a11 these Jews only 11 twins were left
alive, They are being subjected to various
medical tests at AUSCIWITZ, and when we left
HIRKENAU they were still alive., Among the
gassed was Rozsi FURST, from SERED. A week
before the gassing, that is to say on

March 1, 1944, everyone in the Czech group
in the camp had been asked to inform his
relatives about his well being. The letters
had to be dated March 23 to 25, 1944 and
they were requested to ask for food parcels.

1,000 Polish Aryans from the PAVIAK
penitentiary.

During October and November, 1943, 4,000
persons from various prisons and smaller
transports of Jews from BENZBURG and vicin-
ity, who had been driven out of their hiding
places; also a group of Russians under pro-
tective custody from the MINSK and VITELSK
regions. Some more Russian prisoners of war
arrived and, as stated, they as usual received
numbers between 1 and 12,000.

In December, 1943, 5,000 men originating from
Dutch, French, Belgian transports and, for the
first time, Italian Jews from FIUME, THIESTE
and ROME. Of these at least 30,000 were immedi-
ately gassed. The mortality among these Jews
was very high and, in addition, the "selection"
system was still decimating all ranks. The
bestiality of the whole procedure reached its
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culmating print between Januvary 10 and 24, 1944
when ever ung and healthy persons irrespective
of profession or working classification - with
the exception of doctors - were ruthlessly
Wgelected

Every single prisoner was called up, a strict
control was established to see that all were
present, and the "selection" proceeded under
the supervision of the same camp doctor (son
or nephew of the Police President of Derlin)
and of the Commandant of HIREEMAU, SS
"Untersturmilhrer" SCHWARZHUBER. The
"infirmary" had in the méantime been trans-
ferred from "Hlock 7" to a separate section
of the camp wherc conditions had become quite
bearable, Its inmates, neverthelcas, were
gassed to the last man. Apart from this growp,
this general action cost some 2,500 men and
over 6,000 women their lives.

165,000 - 168,000 On December 20, 1943 a further group of 3,000
Jews arrived {rom THERESIENSTAUT. The convoy
was listed under the same category as the one
which had reached the camp on September 7,
i.2s "5B" -~ transport, Czech Jews with six
months' quarantine." On their arrival, men,
women and children all joined the September
group. They enjoyed the same privileges as
their predecessors. Twenty-four hours before
the gassing of the first group took place,
the latest arrivals were separated fram the
rest and placed in another part of the camp
where they still are at present. Their
quarantine ends on June 20, 1944.

169,000 - 170,000 1,000 people in small groups, Jews, Poles,
and Russians under protective custody.

170,000 = 171,000 1,000 Poles and Russians and a mmber of
Yugoslavs.

171,000 - 174,000 At the end of February and beginning of MHarch,
3,000 Jews from Holland, Belgium, and for the
first time long-established French Jews (not
naturalized). from VICHY, in France. The
greater part of this transport was gassed
immediately upon arrival.
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Small groups of BENZBURGER and SOSNOWITZER Jews, who had been
dragged from hiding, arrived in the middle of March. One of them
told me that many Polish Jews were crossing over to Slovakia and
from there to Hungary and that the Slovak Jews helped them on
their way through.

After the gassing of the THERESIENSTADT transport there were
no further arrivals until March 15, 1944. The effective strongth
of the camp rapidly diminished and men of later incoming trans-
ports, especially Dutch Jews, were directed to the camp., When we
left on April 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys of Greek Jews
were oxpected,

The camp of BIRKENAU consists of three building areas., At
present only sections I and II are puarded by the inner chain of
sentry posts,whereas section III is still under construction and
uninhabiteds At the time of our departure from the camp (the be-
ginning of April,1944), the following categories of prisoners
were in BIRKENAU:

Section I  (Women's concentration camp)

Slove Jews QOther Jews Aryans Rema.rlm

Ia and Ih app. 300 app. 7,000 app. 6,000 In addition to
the 300 Slovak
Jewish girls,
app. 100 are
employed in
the administra-
tion
of AUSCHWITZ.
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Section II (Women's Concentration Camp)

Slov. Jews Other Jeva

Aryans  Remarks

IIa Quaran-

tine camp 2 app. 200 app. 800

IIb Jews from

THERES [EN-

STADT - " 3,500
IIc At present
ITd "Stammlager" 58 W 4,000
Ile Gypsy camp - -
IIf Infirmary 6 u 1,000

i

6,000
43500

One of the two
Slovak Jews is
Dr, Andreas
MULIER from
Podolinec
(block eldest).

Wiith a six months'
quarantine.

This is the re-
nainder of some
16,000 gypsies.
They are not used
for work and die

off rapidly.

The six Slovak
Jews are all em—
ployees of the
building, namely:

No. 36,832 Walter SPIIZER, block eldest from NEMSOVA,

came to LUBLIN from BIRKEHAU.

" 29,867 Jozef NEUMANN, ("overseer" of the "corpse crew")

from SNINA.

W 44,999 Josef ZELMANOVIC, “staff" from SNINA.

=  Cham KATZ, “staff" from SNINA.
W 30,049 Indwig SOLMANN, “clerk" from KESMAREK.
W 32,407 Ludwig BISENSTADTER, tattooist from KREMPACHY.
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The internal adminigtration of the camp of BIRKENAU is run
by specially selected prisoners. The "blocks" are not inhabited
according to naticnalities but rather according to working cate-
gories. Each block is supervised by a staff of five, l.e.,
a block eldest, a block recorder, a male nurse, and two attendants.

The block eldest

He wears an arm band with the number of his blsck, and is
responsible for crder there. He has power over life and death.
Until February, 1944 nearly 50 percent of the block eldests were
Jews but this was stopped by order of BERLIN. They all had to
resign with the exception of three Jews who, in spite of this
order, werc able to keep their posts.

The block recorder

He is the block eldest's right hand, does all the clerical
work, keeping the index cards and records. His work is of grest
responsibility and he has to keep his ledgers vith painful exact-
itude as the index cards only indicate the number and not the
name of the prisoners; errcrs are fatal. For instance, if the
recorder has noted down a death by misteke - and this often
oceurs with the unusually high mortality - the discrepancy is
simply straightened out by killing the bearer of the correspend-
ing number. Corrections are not admitted. The block recorder
cccupies a key post which is often misused.

Nursing and "room" duties

They consist in keeping the inside of the barracks clean and
carrying out small manual jobs in and around the block. Of course
there is no question of really taking care of the sick.

The cemp eldest supervises the whole camp; he is also
a prisoner. This post is at present held by:

Frans DANISCH, No. 11,182, a political prisoner, from
i'.ﬂHIGEHﬁTI'E, Upper Silesia. He is undisputed master of the whole
camp and has power to nominate or dismiss bleck eldests and block-
recorders, hand out jobs, etc.

Further we have a “chief recorder™ whose position is undoubted-
1y one of the most powerful in the camp. He is in direct contact
with camp headquarters, receiving their orders and reporting on all
matters. All camp recorders are directly subordipated to him and
have to submit all their reports to him. The chief recorder cf
BIRKENAU is:
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Kasimir GORK, No. 31,029, a Pole from WARSAW, a former bank
clerk. L]

Tlmsuprmmntrolawthnhlunkuuuinthahmdsnf
gix to eight Yblock leaders," all 35 men. Every night they hold
roll call, the result of which is commmicated to:

The Camp Leader, "Untersturmfiihrer" SCHARZHUBER, from the
Tyrol, This individual is an aleccholic and a sadist. Over him
is the camp commander who also controls AUSCHWITZ where there
is a second subordinate camp leader. The camp commander' s nama
is: HOESS.

Tha c:.hiaf of a work squad or group is called the “Capo."

During work the "Capo" has full authority owver his group of
prisoners and not infrequently one of these “Capos" ldlls a man
working under him, In larger squads there may be several “Capos"
who are then under the orders of a "Capo-in-chief.®™ At first
thers were many Jewish "Capos,® but an order from BERLIN pro-
hibited their being employed.

Supreme control over work is carried out by German
specialists.

IT. MAJDANEE

On June 14, 1942 we left NOVAKY, passed through ZILINA and
arrived at ZWARDON toward 5 o'clock in the evening. We were
assembled, counted, and 35 men took over our convoy. One of these
guards voiced his surprise at the fact we had made the journey
without water by shouting: "Those Slovak barbarians, give them
no waterl® The journsy continued and we reached IUELIN two days
later, Here the following order was issued: "Those fit for work
aged batween 15 and 50 are to leave the cars, Children and old
people remain." We struggled out of the freight car and dis-
covered that the station was surrounded by Iithuarmians in 33
uniforms, all armed with automatic pistols. The cars containing
the children and old people were immediately closed and the train
mm one. We do not know where they went and what happened to
t

The 55 troop leader in command informed us that we had a long
way ahead of us, but that whoever wanted to take his luggage with
him could do so. Those who preferred to put it on a truck would
certainly receive it later. So some of us dragged along our
luggage, wherseas others loaded it on the truck.
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Delhind the town stood a clothing factory called the
WEekleidungswerke.® In the courtyard waiting for their ncon
meal some 1,000 prisoners in dirty striped clothing, obviously
Jews, were lined up and the sight of them was none too encour—
aging. Arriving on 2 small hill we suddenly sighted the vast
barrock canmp of MAJDANEK surrounded by a 3-meter-high barbed-
wire fence. MNo sconer had we gone through the entrance gate
than I met & risoner who warned me that all our personal
belongings would be taken away. Around us stood Slovaek Jews
in a wretched condition, their heads shaven, in dirty prison
clothes and wooden clogs or simply bare-focted, many of them
having swollen feet. They begged us for food and we gave them
what we could spare, knowing very well that everything would be
confiscated anyway. e were then conducted %o the stock room
where we had to leave everything we possessed. At double time
we were herded into another barrack where we had to undress,
were shaved, and given a shower. After this we were issued
convict outfits, wooden clogs and caps.

I was assigned to "working section MNo. 2% as the whole
carp was divided into three such sections separated by wire
fernces, Section No., 2 was occupied by a mmber of Slovek
and Czech Jews. For two full days we were taught how to re—
move and put on our caps when we met a German., Then in the
pouring rain we practiced roll calling for hours.

The barrack accommodatiocns were quite original to say the
least, Three long tables (nearly as long as the barrack itself)
had been: placed one on top of the other, These comprigsed our
“punks" (4 floors of them, that is ground floor plus the three
tables). A esmall pessege was kept open along the walls.

Our food consisted of a fairly thick "soup" early in the
morming which had to be eaten with the handa. Ve got the same
soup again at lunch, The evening meal consisted of a brew called
ga, 300 grams of bad bread and some 20 to 30 grams of marmelade
or artificial fat of the worst quality.

Great importance was atiributed during the first few days to
the learning of the "camp song." For hours we stood singing:

From the whole of Europe came
Ve Jews to Lublin

Much work has to be done

And this is the beginning.

To manage this duty
Forget all about the past
For in fulfiliment of duty
There is commundty.
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Therefore on 4o work with vigour
Let everyone play his part
Together we want to work

At the same pace and rhythm,

Not &1l will understand
VWhy we stand here in rows
Those must we soon force
To understand its meaning,

Modern times must teach us
Teach us all along
That it is to work
And only to work we belong.

Therefore on to work with vigour
Let everyone play his part
Together we want to work
At the same pace and rhythm,

(This is a literal translation of the song).

Worldng section No. I was occupied by Slovak Jews
1] n

o IT n " W Slovak and Czoch Jews
n u " TIT u " "  Partisans
" n IV & V waa being built by the Jews of Sectors

I&II

The Partisans in section IIT were locked up in their barracks
without having to work and their food was thrown at them as if
they had been doga. They died in great numbers in their over-
crowded barracks and were shot at the slightest excuse by the
puards who did not dare venture too near them,

The “Capos" were Reich Germans and Czechs; whereas the
Germans were brutal, the Czechs helped wherever they could,
The camp eldest was a gypsy from HOLIC by the name of GALBAVY.
His adjutant, a Jew from SERED called MITTLER, certainly owed
his post to his brutal actions, He tock full advantage of the
power conferred upon him to torment ths Jews who, as it was,
alroady had their full share of hardships. The evening roll call
brought us more brutal treatment from the 33 men and for hours
we had to stand in the open after a hard day's work and sing the
"camp song." A Jewish orchestra leader was forced to conduct from
the roof of one of the barracks, This was the occasion of much
hilarity among the SS men.
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‘During these "concert parties® the 5& puards were very pen-
crous with btlows and physiocsl punishment. A tragic end befell
Rabbi ECKSTEIN from SERED who was suffering from dysentery and
ofice came o few mimtes too late for the rcll call., The grovp
leader had him selzed and dipped head first into one of the
letrines, then poured cold water over him, drew his revolwver
and shot him,

The crematorium was located bLetween working sections I and
II and a1l the bodies were burned there. With an effective
strength of 6,000 to 8,000 men per vorking section, the mortel-
ity was about 30 a day. This fipure later increased five and
si¥focld. In other inatances 10 to 20 imnmates were removed from
the gick room, brought to the crematorium and urned, after
btardng teen put to death in a manner which I have not been able
to find out, This crematoriom was elecirically heated and the
attendants were Fussians. '

Nilnessep inorcased as a result of the bad food and intoler-
able living ccenditions. Serious stomach troubles and a seemingly
incurable foot disesse spread throughout the camp, The feet of
the vietims swelled up tc the point where they could not wall.
Mome 2nd mpre of the aick were now belng teken to the crematorium
and wken on June 26, 1942 the number thus treated rose to 70,

I decided to take an opportunity which was offered to me and
applied for a transfer to AUSCHWITZ.

on June 27, 1942 I discarded my priscner's cutfit and
travelled to AUSCHWITEZ in civilian clothes.

After a journey of 48 hours during which we were couped up
in freight carg without food or water, we arrived at AUSCHVITY
helf dead. At the entrance gate the hupe poster, "Work brings
freodon, ¥ preeted us. As the courtysaid wes clean and well kept,
and the brick buildings made a pood inpressicn after the dirty
and priritive barrecks of LUBLIN, we thought that the chanpe was
for the best. We were taken to & cellar and received tea and
bread, lNext day, however, our civiliasn clethes wers taken awey,
our heads yere shaved, and our mmbers vere tattooed on our fore-
arns in the uweual way. Finally, we were lssued a set of prisoner's
elpthes similar to those we had worm ir LUBLIN and were enrclled
ag "politicel prisoners" in the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ.
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We were billeted in "Block 17" and slept on the floor, In
an adjoining row of buildings separated from curs by a high wall,
the Jewish girls from Slovakia, who had been brought there in March
and April of 1942, were quartered. We worked in the huge "BUNA"
plant to which we werc herded every morning about 3 a.ms At midday
our food consisted of potatoc or twrnip soup and in the evening we
received some bread. During work we were terribly mistreated. As
our worling place was situated outside the large chain of senbry
posts, it was divided into small sectors of 10 x 10 meters, each
guarded by an SS man. Whoever stepped outside these squares during
worldng hours was immediately shot without warning for having
"attempted to escape." Often it happened that out of pure spite
an 55 man would order a prisoner to foetch some given object cutside
his square. If he followed the order, he was shot for having left
his assigned place. The work was extremely hard and there were no
rest periods.. The way to and from work had to be covered at
a brisk military trot; anyone falling ocut of line was shot. On
my arrival about 3,000 people, of whom 2,000 were Slovak Jews, were
working on this emplacement. Very few could bear the strain and
although escape scemed hopeless, attempts were made every day.
The result was several hangings a weelk.

After a number of weeks of painful work at the "BUNAM plant
a terrible typhus epidemic broke out. The weaker prisaners died in
hundreds. An immediate quarantine was ordered and work at the
WEUNAM stopped. Those still slive were sent, at the end of July,
1942, to the gravel pit but there work was even still more
strenuous., We were in such a state of weakness that, even in
trying to do our best, we could not satisfy the overseers. LMost
of us got swollen feet, Due to our inability to perfom the heavy
work demanded of us our squad was accused of being lazy and dis-
orderly. Scon after a medical commission inspected all of us; they
carried out their job wery thoroughly. Amnyone with swollen feet
or particularly weak was separated from the rost. Although I was
in great pain, I controlled myself and stocd erect in front of the
commission who passed me as physically fit. Out of 300 persons
examined, 200 were found to be unfit and immediately semt to
EIAKENAU and passed, I was then detailed for work at the DAW
(Deutsche Aufrflstungswerke) where we had to paint skis. The pre-
scribed minimum to be painted each day was 120. Anyone unable to
paint this many was thoroughly flogged in the evening. It meant
working very hard to avoid this punishment. Another group was em-
ployed at making cases for hand grenades, At one time 15,000 had
been completed but it was found that they were a few centimelers
too small. As punishment several Jews were shot for sabotage.

Somewhere around the middle of August, 1942 all the Jewish
girls irom Slovakia who lived next to our quarters, on the other
side of the wall, were transferred to BIRKENAU. I had the oppor-
tunity to talk to them and was able to see how weak and half-starved
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all of them were. They were dressed in old Russian uniform rags
and wore wooden clogs. Their heads were shaven clean. The same
day we again had to undergo a strict examination and those sus-
pected of having typhus were removed to the Birch Wood. The

re ved afresh, bathed, issued a new set of clothes
and finally billeted in the barracks the girls had just left.

By chance I learned that there was an opening in the "eclearance
squad" and I handed in my application. I was detailed to this
task.

This squad consisted of about a hundred Jewish prisoners.
Ve were sent to a far cormer of the camp, away from all our com—
rades. Hers we found uge sheds full of Mmapsacks, suitcases,
and other luggage. We had to open each plece of baggapge and sort
the contents into large cases specially prepared for each cate-
gory of goods, i.e. combs, mirrors, sugar, canned food, chocolate,
medicines, etc. The cases were then stored away. Underwear,
shirts and clothes of all kinds went to a special barrack, where
they were sorted out and packed by Jewlsh girls. 0Old and worn
clothes were addressed to the "IEXTILE PACTORY" at MEMEL, whereas
the usuable garmente were dispatched to a collecting center in
BERLIN. 0old, money, bank notes, and precicus stones had to be
handed over to the political section. Many of these objects were,
however, stolen by the S5 guards or by prisoners. A brutsl and
vile irdividual who often struck the women is commander of this
aquad. He is 55 "Schorfihrer" WYKLEFF.

Every day the girls who came to their work from BIRKENAU de-
seribed to us the terrible conditions prevailing there. They were
beaten and brutalized and their mortality was much higher than
amonyz the men., Twice a week "selections" took place, and every
day new girls replaced those vho had dissppeared.

During & night shift I was able to vdtness for the firat time
how incomdng convoys were handled. The transport 1 saw contained
Polish Jows. They had received no water for days and when the
doors of the freight cars were open we were ordered to chase
them out with loud shouts. They were ubtterly exhousted and about
& hundred of them had died during the journey. The living were
lined up in rows of five. Our job was to remove the dead, dying,
erd the luggage from the cars. The dead, and this included amy-
one unable to stend on his feet, were piled in a heap. Iuggage
and parcels were collected and stacked up. Then the railroad cars
had to be thoroughly cleaned so that no trace of thelr frightful
load was left behind., A commission from the political department
proceeded with the "seloction" of approximately 10 percent of the
ren and 5 percent of the women and had them transferred to the
cmamps. The remainder were loaded on trucks, sent to BIRKERAU,
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and gassed vhile the dead and dying were taken directly to the
furnaces. It often happened that small children were thrown alive
into the trucks along with the dead. Parcels and lupggage were
taken to the warehouses and sorted out in the previously described
MANNEer.

Detween July and September, 1942 a typhus opidemic had raged
in AUSCHWITZ, especially in the women's camp of BIRKENAU., MNone of
the sick received medical attention and in the first stages of the
epidemic a great many were killed by phenol injections, and later
on others were passed wholesale. Some 15,000 to 20,000, mostly
Jews, died during these two months. The girls' camp suffered the
most, as it was not fitted with sanitary installations, and the
poor wretches were covered with lice. Every week large gelections!
took place and the girls had to present themselves naked to the
ngelection committee," regardless of weather conditions. They
waited in deadly fear whether they would be chosen or given another
week's grace. Suicides were frequent and were mostly comrditted by
throwing one's self against the high tension wires of the inner
fence., This went on until they had dwindled to 5 percent of their
original number, Now there are only 400 of these girls left and
most of them have been able to secure some sort of clerical post
in the women's camp. About 100 girls hold jobs at the staff build-
ing in AUSCHWITZ where they do all the clerical work commected with
the administration of the two camps. Thanks to their knowledge of
languages they are also used as interpreters. Others are employed
in the main kitchen and laundry., Of late these girls have been
able to dress themselves quite well as they have had opportunities
to complete their wardrobes which, in some cases, even include
silk stockings. Generally speaking they are reasonably well off
and are even allowed to let their hair grow. Of course this camnot
be said of the other Jewish inmates of the women's camp. It just
so happens that these Slovak Jewish girls have been in the camp the
longest of all. But if today they enjoy certain privileges, they
have previocusly undergone frightful sufferings.

I was not to hold this comparatively good job with the
"clearance squad" for long. Shortly afterwards I was transferred
to BIRZENAU on disciplinary grounds and remained there over a year
and a half. On April 7, 1944 I managed to escape with my companion.

.
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Careful estimate of the nunb<r of Jows passed
in BLIGEMAT between April, 1942 and April, 1944

(according to countries of orisin).

Poland (transported by truck) sesssssssssedpproximatoly 300,000

" " L JE ¥ T SR " 530,200
olland sessssssasessssssnssnsnsanassnannns "' 100,750
UITO0E sssssssssssssiaasssssnnsnsinssssnnss . gk
FIOANCE ssesssssscsnssssasssasssunnssnannsss " 15,
G0lCiUm ssssasssssnansnsassnrannnsasnsssnns . 50,000
COTTENY anantstanbasnstod basstatssnsansrass " 3,000
Tugoslavia, Italy and NoTwiy sesssssessssss u 50,000
JAthanis  seesscsrsssrorssassnnressnnssnas E 50, 000
Aahomin, Morovia and AUSEYi® cesse-sssnsnss " 30,000 -
Slovalidl sessssssssssssansssnsnassasnsssana u 30,000
Various caeps for foreipm Jews in Poland .. . 300,000

approtimately 1,765,200

EEIaT T 1 maad & o s hes S Tow

IIl.

On August 6, 1944 @ report was recoived In Switserland covor-
ing the happendngs in HIAKEHAU during the peried betwoen April
and Moy 27. This gecond report was drawm up by two othor young
Jews who succeeded in escaping from this camp ancl reaching Slovakia,
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Their declarations complete the first report, particularly in re-
gard to the arrival of the Hungarian Jews in BIRKENAU. They also
add certain new details not contained in the previous accounts.
It has not been possible, however, to check the origin of this
"second report" as closely as it was the first.

o
o o

After the flight of the two Slovak Jews from EIRKENAU on
April 7, 1944 great excitement reigned in the camp. The
WPolitical Division" of the Gestapo instituted a thoroughgoing
investigation, and the friends and superiors of the two escapeces
were closely questioned, although in vain, Since the two had
held posts as "block recorders," all Jews exercising such func-
tions, by way of punishment and also as a precautionary measure,
were removed and, as the Cestapo suspected that they had suc-
ceeded in escaping through Building No. 3, the outer chain of
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that now it cuts
through the middle of Building No. 3.

0

o o

At the beginning of the month of April, a transport of Greek
Jews arrived, of whom about 200 were admitted to the camp. The
remainder of circa 1,500 were immediately gassed.

Between the 10th and 15th of April some 5,000 "Aryans" arrived
in BIRKENAU, mainly Poles, some 2,000 to 3,000 women among them
being from the abandoned camp of LUBLIN-MAJDANEK. They were given
mmbers running from approximately:

176,000 to 181,000 Among the women were about 300 Jewish girls
from Poland., The greater part of the new
arrivals were ill, weak, and very run down.
According to their information the healthy
ones had been sent from LUBLIN to German
concentration camps. Concerning the fate
of the Jews held in the camp of LUHLIN-
MAJDANEK, we learned from them, especially
from the Jewish girls, that on November 3,
1943 all Jews in this camp, that is some
11,000 men and 6,000 women, were ldlled.
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We recalled that about this time the S8
in BIRKENAU had reported that LUBLIN had
been attacked by partisans and, in order
to fight against the latter, a number of
the S5 personnel from BIMKENAU had been
temporarily transferred to LUBLIN. It

. was now clear to us for what purpose ocur

55 had gone to LUELIN,.

Apparently the Jews had been compelled to
dig a long, deep grave in Field V of the
camp of MAJDANEK and on November 3 they
were brought out in groups of 200 to 300,
shot and thrown into the grave. Within
24 hours everything was over, During the
execution loud rmusic was played to drown
out the shots.

Three hundred girls who were actiwve in
LUBLIN on the "clearing-up Commando" and
as recorders were left alive, Three days
after thelr arrival in HIRKENAU they were
all gassed and burned on special order of
BERLIN, Through an error on the part of
the "recorder" two of the girls were not
sent to the gas chamber. This was dis-
covered, however, the next day, and the
girls were immediately shot and the re-
corder replaced.

The fate of the LUBLIN Jews caused pgreat
depression among the Jews in the camp of
EIRKENAU who became afraid that one day
the whole of BIRKENAU would suddenly be
"liquidated" in the same way.

Toward the end of April more CGreek Jews
were brought to BIRKENAU. Some 200 were
admitted to the camp and about 3,000
exterminated.

At the beginning of May, 1944 smaller
transports of Dutch, French, Belgian, and
Greek Jews arrived, as well as Polish
"Aryans." Most of them were put to work
in the BUNA plant.
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On May 10, 1944 the first transport of Hungarian Jews arrived
in EIRKENAU. They were principally from the prisons of Budapest,
including those who had been arrested in the streets and railroad
stations of the ecity. Among the wamen were:

Ruth Lorant
el Lorant
Ruth Quasztler
Irene Roth
Parma Fuchs

The transport was received in AUSCHWITZ and ELRKENAU accord=-
ing to the well-known procedure (heads shaved, mumbers tattooed,
etc.) The men were given numbers beginning with 186,000 and the
women were placed in the women's camp. About 600 men, of whom scme
150 were between the ages of 45 and 60, were brought to ELIKENAU
where they were divided up among varicus work detachments. The re-
nainder stayed in AUSCHWITZ where they worked in the BUNA plant.

The members of the transport were all left alive and none of
them, as had been customary, were sent directly to the crcmatoria.
In the postcards which they were allowed to write, they had to give
Mialdsee" as return address.

On May 15 mass transports from Hungary began to arrive in
BIEKENAU. Some 14,000 to 15,000 Jews arrived daily. The spur
railroad track which ran into the camp to the crematoria was com-
pleted in preat haste, the crews working night and day, so that
the transports could be brought directly to the crematoria. Only
about 10 percent of these transports were admitted to the camp;
the balance were immediately gassed and bumed. Never had so many
Jews been gassed since the establishment of HIRKENAU. The "Special
Commando" had to be increased to 600 men and, after two or three
days, to 800 (people being recruited from among the Hungarian Jews
who had arrived first). The size of the "Clearing Commando" was
stepped up from 150 to 700 men. Three crematoria worked day and
night (the 4th was being repaired at that time) and, since the
capacity of the crematoria was not enough, great pits 30 meters
long and 15 meters wide were once more dug in the "Birkerwald"

(as in the time before the crematoria) where corpses werc burned
w night. Thus the “exterminating capacity" became almost
ted.

The Hungarian Jews who were left alive {about 10 percent) were
not included in the normal camp “enrollment." Although they were
shaved and shorn and received convict's dothing, they were not
tattooed, They were housed in a separate section of the camp,
section "C", and were later transferred to various concentration
camps in the German Heich: Buchermald, Mauthausen, Grossrosem,
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Gusen, Flosoenburg, Sachsonhauvsen, etc. The women were temporarily
quartored in the "gypsy camp" in separate Glocks and t.en also
tramsferred elsewhere., Jewlish pirls from Slovakia were "block
eldests" there.

The first Hungarian transports carw from: Munkacs,
tagyszf1ll8s, Mylregyhass, Ungvar, Wnsst, Kassau, Deregssass,
Varmarosszipet, Magyberezna, iAmong thoss remaining alive were:

Robert and Ervin Waizon
Stark

Ehrenreich

Hatz, Chaim

The last two have already been transferred. The parents of the
Walzen brothers were passad.

The transports of Hungarisn Jews were 'mder the particular
cantrol of the former Comp Commpnder "Hauptsturml "
who travelled continually between AUSCHWITZ and Dudapost, Tho
Compandant of Birkenau at this time was 2! former adjutant,
']‘.‘a.uptﬁtum.f{hn'cr' KRAMES &

¥

187,000 to 189,000 1,600 French "Aryans," almost exclusively
intellectnals and prominent persons, in-
cluding a amall number of Polish Yemigres,!
hmong the Fronch were high officers, membera
of leading French financizl circles, well-
inomn Jjouwrnaliste and politicians, and even,
it was said, fomer ministers. On their
arrival some of them robelled but were put
down in an exceedingly brutal fashion by
the 55, zomo of them bedng shot on the spot.
The French wore very sourageous and self-
poegasseds Thoy were strictly isclated in
Ol MENAU and no ono was allowed to hawve any
contact with them. After two weoks, on
orders from Derlin, they were sent to
Hanthausen (near Lins, in Austria.)}.

Sinec the middle of May the newly arrived Jews no longor re-
calved conscoutive numbers, as formerly. A now mumboring system
was inasuwpurated beginning with No. 1 preceded by the tattooed
letter "A." Ue do not kmow the reason for this moasure. At the
time of our f1ight on May 27, 1944 about 4,000 Jews hod roceived
these now mumbers. The 4,000 were composed of 1,000 Dutch, French,
and Italian Jows and 3,000 Jewn from § HEEUIZISTACT who reached
BIHEENAU on May 23, 1944 Those wore troated exactly as the
previous two transports from TiL - TWTTATT. Thay were quartored
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(unshorn) with the members of the previous convoy from
THEHESIKNSTADT (who have been in BIRKENAU since December 20, /
1943 and whose "“quarantine™ is due to be up on June 20, 1944) in
Section IIG.

According to the statement of a Jew from the “Special
Commando, " "Reichsfllhrer® Himmler was said to have visited
HIRKENAU on the 15th or 1l6th of May. On one of these days
I myself saw three automobiles and five men in civilian clothing
drive toward the crematoria., The Jew who made this statement
declared that he, as well as others, recognized Himmler, who had
visited crematorium No. 1 and after a stay of about mlf an hour
had again driven off with those accompanying him. On the day
after there was an account in the Silesian newspapers of Himmler's
visit to Cracow, so that this report could be true.

(me other happening should not be forgotten which was told to
us by the men of the "Special Commando." In the late sumer of
1943 a commission of four Dutch Jews - distinguished looking men -
came to AUSCHWITZ. Their wvisit had already apparently been an-
nounced to the Camp Commander, for the Dutch Jews in AUSCINITZ
received better clothes, as well as regular eating equipment
(plates, spoons, etc.) and better food. The commission of four
were very politely received and were shown over the camp buildings
and particularly those portions which were clean and made a good
impression, Dutch Jews frem the camp were brought to them who
reported that only a portion of the Dutch Jews were in this camp,
the others beinp in other similar camps. In this manner the four
men were satisfied and sipned a statement according to which the
commission had found everything in good order in AUSCHWITZ. After
the sipning the four Dutch Jews expressed a desire to see the camp
of BIHEENAU and particularly the crematoria about which they had
heard some stories, The camp authoritics declared themselves quite
willing to show them both BIRKENAU and the crematoria, the latter
being used, they csaid, to cremate those who died in the camp.

The commission was then taken to BIRKENAU, accompanied by the camp
leader, Aumayer, and immediately to crematorium No. 1. Here they
were shot from behind. A telegram was supposedly sent to lolland
reporting that after leaving AUSGHWITZ the four men had been
victims of an unfortunate automobile accident.

There is a biological laboratory in AUSCHWITZ where SS,
eivilian, and internee doctors are occupied. The women and girls
on whom experiments are performed are housed in Hlock 10, For
a long time the "block eldest" there was Mapgda llellinger from
Michalovee and a girl named Rozsi (family name unknown) from
ummenéd, Dxperiments were carried out only on Jewish girls and
women, although to date no Slovakian girls have been used.
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deporipents were also performed cn men bub the latter were not
housed separatolys A preat many died as a result of these
experiments, Often mypsies were wsed, Heek 10, smme the
Mgubjecta® of the experimenta aro housed, 1s completoly
isolated, and even the wimdow operdnpe are walled up. Ko ope
shatooover had adsdssion to it,

The Cormandants of AUSCHWITE and [IREHAU have been to
date the following: AUMAYER, SCHWARLIUBER, JEISS, HARTERSTEIN,
135, and EHAMER,
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TRANSPORT

(The Polish Major's Keport)
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I, THANSPOXT

On March 24, 1942 we were gathered together in speclal
wassenbling cell" No. 2 of the lontelupich prison in Cracow. (e
knew that our group consisting of 60 men was to be sent to the
concentration camp of OSWIECIM (AUSCHWITZ). At 8 o'clock the
next morning, two S5 guards appeared with lists and started
counting those present. We had to undress and wait. Finally
the doors were opened and we caught sight of two columnns of 55
guards and policemen with fixed bayonets. In the courtyard two
trucks were parked in each of which 30 men had to take their
places. These trucks were quite small and the space on the
inside was divided in two by a chain running across the middle.
The first to enter had to stand with bent heads, whereas the
others crouched cown between the legs of the standing men. In
this way it was possible to fill up the very small space with
90 men. We were loaded in with blows from rifle-buttis, shouts
and kicks. In the second separated section of the truck, two
55 men stood guard with machine guns. We departed. Behind us,
at a certain cistance, followed motor-cyclists with machine guns.
Our trucks were hermetically closed so that there was no pos-—
sibility of seeing where we were going. Our journey lastad
1 1/2 hours with several short stops. Our limbs grew stiff as
there was no possibility of changing one's position, and one
of our men who was up against the chain became unconscious. He
was broupht back to his senses by blows from the guards. At
last we arrived, staggered to the ground, and found ourselves
standing in front of a gate over which we could read: "“Work
brings freedom." Inside, an orchestra was playing. This was
AUSCHWITE and it appeared that we were expected.

We were lined up in columns of five (a system applied on
gvery conceivable occasion in the camp) and the names of the
"newcomers" were once more read out. The man ealled up had
immediately to run over to the one reading the roll and place
himself in a line with those already summoned, after having
received his number from the hands of an assistant. From this
moment or, names were replaced by numbers. This system of
“reception" was maintained until the summer of 1943. Later,
all the prisoners (with the exception of Germans ) had. their
numbers tattooed on their upper forearms,which had .been ihe
practice in the case of the Jews from the beginning. This
whole numbering system was apparently applied to lessen the
possibility of escape and to make it easier to identify the
bodies. These numbers were handed to us by the "hlock leader®
named STUBA, after which we went bareheadad and accompanied by
the orchestra into the camp itself. The clock stood at
11 a,m. After a short visit to the Ugtock" room, we were shut



NEFACOUCED FROM WMOLDRWGS AT THE FRAISLES! B ACOSEVELY LIBAARY

T

up in a barrack until 5 p.m. There we were visited by a number
of old inmates who earnestly begged us to give them our watches,
rings, lighters, and cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated.
Any food brought with us should be eaten at once, as it would be
taken away as well. In return, the prisoners promised us bread,
soup, etc., once we were officially incorporated into their ranks.
At last the Capo (a sort of camp overseer) arrived and delivered
a short talk in which he stressed that a prisoner could not exist
in this camp for more than two months without the help of hia
comrades; and this was to be confirmed later on by mumerous
examples. Out of the 60 originally in oy group I was to be the
only survivor.

At 5 p.m. we were herded out inte the corridor. There we had
to undress and pack our clothes into bundles provided with our
respactive nurbers. We stood there naked. All we were allowed to
keep were a belt and two handkerchiefs. I wanted to keep a small
holy picture, but one of the prisoners who acted as assistant in
these operations dissuaded me, saying: "It isn't worth whilej
you will merely be laughed at and it will finally be taken any-
way," First, our hair was cut short and then our heads shaved,
after which we were given a bath. The water was very warm. All
these preparations prior to being admitted as an inmate to the
camp took place in "Block 27." MNext, although it was snowing,
we had to run to "Block 26" where the clothing room was located.
There we were issued our prisoner's cutfits which consisted of
a shirt, underpants, shoes, socks, a warm jacket, trousers, vest,
cap, and blanket. Ewerything was filthy, patched, and practically
worn cut. My Jacket, for instance, could be buttoned up in front,
but the back and sleeves merely consisted of black strips of
cloth patched together. Finally this operation came to an end
and we were again lined up in rows of five and taken to ocne of
the "blocks." There we were awaited by the "block leader" (most
of them were Poles from Upper Silesia) who initiated us into the
mysteries of barrack duties. We were instructed in sweeping and
cleaning the dormitories, in taking off our caps when commanded,
and how to keep in line and step. Orders were given in German
and when badly carried cut the block leader grew furious and
struck people right and left. The evening roll call finally put
an end to these exercises. The block leader then assembled his
people in front of their respective blocks and, in turn, all the
block leaders presented their figures to the chief recorder or
clerk. If the number of prisoners tallied with the records,
the roll call was over; actually the whole tiring ceremony was
nothing else but one of the numercus ways in which the
prisoners were mistreated. During 1940, 1941, and 1942 the roll
call was usually expected to last at least an hour in all
weather conditions = frost, rain, or snow - the prisoners having
to mit patiently with bare heads. If an escape was reported,
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which resulted in a “manco® at evening roll call, all those
assembled had to wait outside until the result of the search
was knom. The search parties usually returned three or four
hours later and with disastrous consequences for all the
prisoners' health. In 1940, for example, one escape cost the
lives of a hundred inmates. It was during severe winter weather
and the prisoners were forced to stand out of doors from 3130
in the afternoon until 11 o'clock the next morning, as & result
of which a hundred totally or half-frozen men were counted.

After the roll call we returned to our blocke where we were
alloted "rooms;" we slept three to a bed. Old-timers told us that
the best thing to do was to use our clothing as & pillow; other-
wise something was bound to be stolen. So we lay down without
having had the slightest bit of food the whole day. The
wreception" had been so strenuous and exhausting that all of us
immediately fell asleep.

At 4 a.m. we were awakened by & gOng and frightful confusion
ensued. About 100 pecple were compressed into the small hall
gpace and in a wild stampede each one first tried to tidy up his
bed (the block leader would not tolerate the smallest wrinkle in
the bedding) and dress himself. There was no question of wash-
ing. Ten minutes after the gong had sounded the "room eldest"
arrived and kicked everyone out into the corridor as the “"rooms"
had to be cleaned. The corridor was thronged with people who
flocked together from all over the block. Most of them had
managed to get dressed. Thers was really scarcely room to move
in this crowd and we were pushed against walls and squashed
into cormers and often kicked or hit for no apparent reason.
After having been in the camp for over 24 hours, we finally
received some cold, unsweetened coffee, after which there was
a further wait of one and one-half hours until rcll call; then
all the prisoners were taken to work. The newcomers were at
first told to £ill in questionnaires in which they had to
indicate an address where they desired their letters to be sent.
It was strictly forbidden not to give an address or not to write,
as "they" obviously needed an address to which the death of
a prisoner could be reported when the need aroses

Each of us was issued a piece of cloth with a triangle and
his number painted on it, which we were instructed to sew on our
tunics. Prisoners were numbered from No. 1 onwards, and in
Movember, 1943 the last consecutive serial number had reached
170,000, The triangles in question were of different colors,
each representing a category of criminal or prisoner. The
wiryen® triangle was red, the red corresponding to a political
prisoner, green %o prof essional criminals, black to “work-
shirkers," pink to homosexuals (according to paragraph 175) and
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violet to members of the "Bibelforscher" relipgious sect., In
addition, a large letter indicated the nationality of the
prisoner, such as "P" for the Poles, etc. For Jews the
insignia was composed of a yellow triangle on which was sewn

a second triangle whose color corresponded to the “crime," the
whole forming a Jewish star. From this marking system one
could therefore rapidly pick out, for instance, a Polish Jewish
political prisoner or a Jewish “work-slacker," etc.

When we had finished sewing on our triangles and numbers,
we were herded over to the "infirmary" where we were to be
Mexamined" by a German doctor regarding our physical aptness for
work, Apain we had to undress and stand in a chilly corridor
for almost three hours, shivering, as the weather was still very
cold even at the end of March. We met old acquaintances who
were working in the infirmary and their first concern was to have
news of their relatives. Upon the doctor's arrival we had to
present ourselves in groups, standing stiffly at attention. All
that was required of us was to stretch out an arm, move the
fingers, turn around and march off., The exanmination consisted
of nothing more and all of us were,of cowse,considered fit for
work. Hadn't we come here for this wery purpose and besides,
didn't "Work bring freedom?" We knew only too well what it
meant to be considered unfit for work: being taken away and
condemned to "liquidation" by gas. At last we recelved our first
warm nourishment in 36 hours. The camp food consisted of coffee
or cold tea (made from acorn leaves, etc,) in the morning and
soup, thick or thin as the case might be, at midday. From the
time of our arrival at the camp we had soup made from water and
turnips during fully, five months. After evening roll call we
received 300 grams of bread, although its weight was usually con-
siderahly diminished by the time it reached the prisoner. On
Mondays and Saturdays, 300 to 400 grams of cheese were dis-
tributed, It was some sort of a crude home-made, peasant cheese
which often contained more worms than cheese. Rations further
included 1/2 kilo of margarine for twelve persons, distributed
every Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, and blood sausage or red
sausage on Wednesdays and Mondays, These rations represented
approximately 300 to 400 grams. In addition to margarine on
Tuesdays and Fridays we also received a spoonful of marmelade
per perscn. OSince the barrel, however, bore a label stating that
the marmelade was destined for the camp, its quality was corre-
spondingly bad. Theoretically, the above are the rations geach
inmate received but, practically, a good part of them were stolen
before they were actually distributeds In the ewvening, tea or
coffee was distributed with the bread, The soup had to be licked
up, as most of the prisoners did not possess spoons, I forgot to
mention that we had to eat our food squatting on our haunches as
a punishment by the room eldest to us newcomers for having crowded
around the soup kettle during distribution.
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After our meal we were sent to the identification service
where photographs from three different angles were taken. So
on that day the camp picture gallery was increased by 60 more
criminalsl One by one we were called up, and I noticed that my
comrades came out of the photographer's room locking frightened.
Bewarel It was my turn, I was seated on a chair and photo-
graphed. When I tried get up, the floor started moving and,
losing my balance, I was thrown against the wall, It was
a practical joke played by the photographers, (all of whom are
Poles) in setting the revolving platform in motion when one got
up. It was not surprising that they sometimes had to have some
kind of amusement even at the expense of their camp comrades.
We then returned to our quarters and by that time the roll call
was again due. So ended our second day in camp; and the next
morning we were to be marched off to work with all the other
inmates.

A1l the prisoners had to work except the sick, those in
"quarantine," and those confined to their cells. The total
camp strength was divided into camp commandos or squads which
were each headed by a "Capo," or leader, and several foremen.
At the head of large working wits was a “Chief Capo" who was
assisted by several "Capos" and foremen, The size of one of these
squads varied from one to several hundred men. Although the Capo
was really in charge, a foreman often took over a group of ten,
twenty, or thirty worlmen, The head of the labor administration
chose the "Capos," with the consent of the “Chief Capo," the
prisoners being assigned to squads by the central administration,
Work started after the morning roll call, i.es. in summer from
5 fome to 12 m, and 1 pems to 6 pems, in winter from 7 a.m. to
3 peme without interruption, There were workshops for craftsmen,
farmers, industrial workers, and various technical trades. Many,
particularly those in favor, worked in the camp administration.
The camp was provided with an "infirmary," a "canteeny"
a laundry, & bakery, and a slaughter house. Thus prisoners with
certain technical training could, in prineiple, work in their own
trades, Intellectuals, liberal professional men, shop keepers,
or office workers were the worst off and they represented fully
70 percent of the total mumber of prisoners. The latter were
all employed as unskilled labor in the worst and hardest jobs,
such as the coal and gravel pits. The mortality among them was
frightfully high. But it seemed to be the aim of the camp
admimdstration to kill them off as rapidly as possible.
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My first job was with a demolition squad. Since the area
surrounding the camp of AUSCHWITZ had been evacuated for
a radius of almost 100 kilometers, all buildings, unless taken
over by the camp, had to be torn down. Even new buildings were
demolished, Our work consisted in tearing down such houses and
was exceedingly stronuous, particularly since we were expected to
work at top speed. A squad consisting of 50 men was supposed to
demolish a large building within three to four days; and we were
instructed to salvage all building material, The roof of a house,
for instance, had to be carefully taken dowm and all planks,
beams, tiles, etc., stacked away, lNothing was %o be brokenj in
fact, the slightest damage to anything resulted in an immediate
and severe beating with a shovel or pick handle. The walls had
to be broken down literally by hand, brick by brick, the cement
sticking to each brick being afterwards removed and the bricks
piled neatly up. Even the foundations had to be torn out and
the ground afterwards levelled so that no trace of the house
remained, Many men died at this work, not only from exposure
and the strain, but from falling walls and beams - especially
those who were elderly or slowe. From the 50 who sct out in the
morning seldom more than 40 retwrned on their own legs. The
remainder were either brought as corpses or in a state of coan-
plele collapse in wheelbarrows or on boards. These poor souls
still were expected to appear at evening roll call, after which
they were taken to the infirmary., From my working comrades who
went there I never saw one alive again.

My work with this squad lasted over a month, I was then
transfoerred to the ditch-digging squad, Trenches of from 2 1/2
to 3 meters deep had to be dug, and for the last 50 centimeters
we worked standing in water. Ve were, of course, not allowed
to leave the trench during work, and this job was considered as
one of the hardest in the camp. Mamy died at it daily. Some
tirme later I was shifted to the "conecrete squad" where I had to
heave heavy posts and sacks of cement; but after the arrival of
rew prisoners I was detailed to the making of concrete bricks.
This had the advantage of at least being work under a roof, which
was very important inasmuch as work went on regardless of the
weather,

In addition, the prisoners were corbinually mistreated and
struck by commando leaders, Capes, and foremen. In general, any-
one holding a commanding position in the camp liked to [give
special emphasis to his position of superiority. Haturally, the
character of the person concerned played a considerable role; but
the fundamental rule was the direct responsibility of the superior
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for his inferiors, each individual being in turn respensible
to the collectivity.

These circumstances fostered the “stool pigeon" system.
For example, one day & working comrade discovered a few pleces
of turnip which he carefully hid. He continued his work but,
from time to time, took surreptitious bites off his treasure.
Another prisoner having “squealed" on him, the Capo arrived
a few minutes later. It must be remembered that the Capo is
absolute magter of his commando, and that everybody tries to
get into his good graces. Unfortunately, this favor often had
to be attained to the detriment of the well-being or sometimes
even of the lives of other prisoners., The Capo proceeded to
search our comrade and, finding the pieces of turnip, knocked
the weakened man to the ground, hitting him brutally about the
head and face and in the stomach, He then ordered him to sit
up, hands outstretched in front of him on the ground with
a weight of bricks on each hand; the pleces of turnip were stuck
in his mouth. All the men were then assembled and informed that
the unfortunate man was to stay in this position for a whole hour.
We were warned that this punishment would befall any member of
the commando who committed a similar "offense." The condemned
man underwent this ordeal guarded by one of the foremen, very
eager to fulfill his task to the satisfaction of the Capo, so
that he hit our friend every time he tried to shift his pesition
slightly. After 15 to 20 mirutes the man became unconscious, but
a bucket of water was poured over him and he was again forced
into his original position, After he had slumped over senseless
for a second time, his body was thrown aside and nobody was
allowed to pay further attention to him. After roll call that
evening he was taken to the "infirmary" where he died two
days later.

Or another example: on Easter Monday, 1942 the weather was
gxctremely bad with a heavy snowfall. We were sitting in the mud
scraping cement off bricks, frozen half stiff, Suddenly the
Commando Chief appeared and barked the following order: "Discard
caps, coats and jacketsl" Sick with fear for what might follow,
we obeyed and contimued working in our shirt sleeves, The Capo
sneered at us: "You dirty Poles, now you can celebratel®
A young prisoner, not more than 16 years old, had hidden in
a trench. He was terribly thin and so trembling with the cold
that he evidently did not hear the order.- Or perhaps he didn't
care whether he heard it or not. The Capo, however, had mean—
while staggered off (he was half drunk) since he didn't intend
to remain out-of=doors in this wretched weather., As a matter of
fact, he cared very little about the prisoners; the soconer they
died, the betters The snow had stopped falling, but in the cold
wind we froze in our shirt sloeves; certain death awaited us.
Nobody knew when the Capo might came back, perhaps in a moment,
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perhaps in a week, or in a month., While we waited, the snow
started to fall again. A few foremen ceme running in our
direction from a stove around which they had been sitting,

to see how we are getting on with our work. One of them
discoversd the hidden youngster and shouteds "All your

clothes off, at once, you swinel” As the kid did not react,

the foremen pounced on him and started beating him: "“indress

or I will beat the life out of you or, better still, I will
report you to the chief.™ At that moment the Capo arrived.

}. sharp blow of a whistle: "Fall inl® We formed our columns
and mew that it meant "sticking together." Ve were led

intc sn open space where we sank ankle-deep in mud. Now the
ugport" started. "Downl Up! Quick march! etc.” We literally
rolled in the mud, "Flatten out! Jumpl fam! Hands out frontli™
fle were covered with mud from head to foot and scarcely able

to stand. The "exercise" had now been going on for about half
an hour. To finish we had to do "push up" exercises, alternately
lying down flet and suppor ting our bodies on our hands. YUp,
Down, Up, Downl® The Chief of the Commendo inspected the rows
and saw an old man who was unable to continue. Immediately an
55 guard threw himself upon him and kicked him in the head and
face with heavy hob-nailed boots. When at last the poor old man
gave no further sigm of life, he was left alone. We were then
allowed to stand up and continue with our work. The badly
injured man was carried over to a dry spot among piles of
bricks. He opened his eyes, tried to say something but couldn't
utter & word; and we had to leave him as in the meantime the
order was given to resume work. The result was that at the end
of the day we carried home another corpse. But we had grown used
to it. We marched and sang jolly German songs, &s the Capo
wanted it to be so. The Commando Chief walked alongside the
group; he grinned: "You do sing welll™

[uring my work in the “concrete squad® I caught pneumonia
(as was found out later). At the beginning I avoided the
#infirmary" and hoped I would get over it. I knew too well
what happened there and that seldom one left the place alive.
Fut I became so weak that I could hardly move, and finally had
to give in. I became completely indifferent. In one way I was
lucky that my friends in the winfirmary" took care of me so that
I was then able to enjoy nprivileged" conditions. When I entered
the "Krankenbau" it was composed of three different buildings:
Block 28 - internal illnesses -, Block 20 - infectious illnesses -,
Block 21 - surgery. Later on three new "blocks" {Blocks 19, 9,
and 10) were attached to the "infirmary." They composed the
so-called "Hygienme Institute." Hers, sterilizing by i-ray
treatment, artificial insemination of women, as well as
experiments on blood transfusions were carried on. Male and
female prisoners, especially Jews, served as “"guinea pigs" for
these experiments. This “block" was completely isolated from the
rest of the camp so that news from 1t reached us only wvery seldom.
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It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary,"
as the "minimm" symptom was a fever of from 3B.6 to 39
degrees (C). Light cases of fever were not admitted. &All
spplications for transfer to the "infirmary® had to be sub-
mitted to the chief of one's own "block," who had the right
to reject any such request. Then the sick person had to
wait for hours in the courtyard of the "infirmary" before
being called in for preliminary exanination. If the doctor
(a prisoner) considered him worth treating, he had to un-
dress and usually take a cold bath before being presented to
the German doctor, after further long hours of waiting. The
sick were classified into two groups, “aryans" and Jews.
These groups were again subdivided into further groups, of
which the first included the sick who were to remain in
hospital, being consicdered "curable," The second consisted
of extremely run down patients, chronic cases, and the half-
starving or mutilated whose recovery could only be effected by
a long stay in the hospital. This group was practically
condemned to death by phenol injections in the heart region.
kacial evnsiderations played an important role. An "Aryan"
really had to be seriously ill to be'condemned to death by in-
jection, whereas 80 to 90 percent of the Jews "hospitalized"
there were "eliminated" in this manner. Many of tiem knew
sbout this method and applied for admission as so-called
"gyicide candidates," not having the courage to throw them-—
gelves on to the high tension wires.

This situation lasted during the whole of 1942 until the
time the mass extermination of interned Jews at AISCHWITZ began.
LDenger of death by injection did not only threaten the newly-
arrived hospital cases or casualtles. From time to time
{usually once a month) the German doctor used to effect
& minute control of all the sick. In each ward an attendant
(usually a doctor) had to Vpresent" each patient and give full
account of his illness. If the patient's stay happened to have
exceeded a month, or if he were very weak, he was listed.

The German doctor elways kept the sick records of the condemned
g0 as to avold any attempt at interference on the part of the
prisoners themselves. kach such special check-up by the German
doctor usually resulted in a list of 200 to 400 men condemned

to death, while the ®"normal" death list of the daily routine
inspection varied from 20 to 80. The injections were given on
the same day. The new patients who were booked for the “syringe"
(as it was called in the camp jargon) received no clothes and had
to remein waiting in the corridor - naked. They were then led
from Block 28 to Block 20 where the “operation" took place in

a special room. An 55 man by the name of KLER, a shoemaker by
profession, gave the injections. He had taken up this post in
the hospital as a simple S5 private, but was later promoted to
85 "group leader," although practically a moron. He also
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received supplementary food rations and was awarded the Iron
tross. Theres were days when this psychopath picked out

victims from the wards on his own initiative, wdthout in-
gtructions from the German doctor, on whom to practice his
Wiechnique." He was a complete sadist, torturing his wvictims
with animal-like brutality before putting them to death.
mtaritmmmmmhiamnhubmmumdby
woverwork" so an “assistant was recruited, a Polish volunteer,
by the name of PANSZCZYK, No. 607 from Cracow, who was trans—
farred to Oermany during the winter of 1942 where he presumably
died,  The injections were then sporadically administered by
"3anitatadienstgehilfen," or given by the chief of the Winfirmary."
For a certain time, another Pole named JERZY SZYMKOWIAK,

No. 15490, "functioned" voluntarily; he died in the summer of
1943.

The injections were not only administered to the weak and
i11, ut also to prisoners in the political sectlon who were
condemned to death, Apart from this, on one occasion, two
groups (the first composed of 40, the second of 80 prisoners)
nfymmgmﬂatmngrmﬂubutﬂunthalgﬁﬂofﬂmﬂlﬁwm
were put to death, on the ground that they were Worphans" and
could not be considered in the camp as full-fledged workers.

In the sutumn of 1942 came the massacre of the LUELIN
transports which caused great unrest in the camp. One of the
sanitary service attendants refused to administer injections,
smﬂmgﬂaathumanﬁmmmﬂnntamrdarerarmﬂdrm.
Another attendant had to be summoned to carry out the job.

This affair caused a lot of t&lk and stir as at least 15,000

to 20,000 people lost their lives and even EERLIN asked for an
explanation of the high mortality rate in the hospital. The head-
doctor, WIRTZ, disclaimed all knowledge of such events and laid
the Hlame on the camp doctor whose name was ENTREST, a German
from the POSEN district. A mock inquiry was held at which
witnesses from the hospital administration had to testify and the
lists of the "deceased" were checked. As "punishment" the camp
doctor was simply transferred in the same capacity to the WHINA."
As a result of all this, murdering by means of injections stopped
for a while, although it was resumed on a smaller scale soon
afterwards for hopelessly sick cases. Many of those condemned to
the Wsyringe" were used as experimental material in the "Hygiena
Institute® (Block 10). The injections doubtlessly frightened the
prisoners from asking to be admitted to the hospital.

Another major danger in the camp was “delousing," as it was
euphemistically called. The whole camp obviously was covered with
lice and fleas and large disinfection programs were carried out.
However, the results were never apparent and our “washing" always
came back almost as full of lice. Actually, the "delousing" was
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designed to combat typhus epidemics which had become a real
plague at the camp, During these actions everybody was

axamined and those with bad complexions or in weakened bodily
condition wera, according to the camp doctor's mood, deatined to
be gassed. They were simply led to the "infirmary" from where
40 to 50 percent were “evacuated."! A "delousing" action which took
a particularly large toll in victims was conducted in July, 1942,
During the course of this "purge" the weak, those ill with typhus
or in post-typhus quarantine, were all sent to BRAINSKI without
oxception. This method was considered the most radical for
eliminating typhus. The way in which those condemned to the gas
chambers were transferred to their doom was exceptionally brutal
and inhuman. Serious cases from the surgical ward who still had
their bandages on, and a procession of exhausted and horribly
emaciated patients, even convalescents on the road %o recovery,
ware loaded on to trucks. They were all naked and the spectacle
was dreadful in the extreme. The trucks pulled up at the’
entrance of the block and the unfortunate victims were simply
thrown or piled on by the attendants (I frequently witnessed such
tragic transports). A hundred people were often jammed into

a mmall truck. They all knew exactly what their fate was to

be. The large majority remained completely apathetic while
others, mostly patients from the surgery with bloody and paping
wounds or frightful sores, struggled frantically. All around the
trucks 55 men milled about like madmen, beating back tho howling
crowd trying to lean out, Every time it was a terrible experience
to have to drag our friends to the truck. Most of them were
quiet and bid us farewell, but never forgot to remind us: "“Do
not forget revenge." Under such conditions men's hearts turn to
stone. Imagine & prisoner's ldlling his brother in one of the
wards so as to awoid his having to undergo the dreadful trip by
truck., (I happen to know the names and immatriculation numbers
of these two particular prisoners). It can well be imagined that
we just shrugged our shoulders when told the German fairy tales
rogarding the KATYN incident.

III. THE JEWS

Originally, the camp of AUSCHVITZ was intended only for Poles.
It was guarded by a group of Germans (no mors than 30 at the be-
ginning) who had been transferrcd from a Jeman concentration
camps They were prisoners as well but "camp wveterans," 1f such an
expression may be used. Most of them had been impriscned as far
back as 1934 and were 4ll more or less professional criminals.
But as time want on AUSCHWITZ became more and more of an inter-
nationsl camp and the first Jews started to arrive in 1941. They
wora immediately separated from the “"Aryans* and guartered in
special "hlocks." JMlthough at the time systematic executions were
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not an established rule, it can be stated that as a result of
bad treatnent by 5S men, Capos and foremen {the majority of
German origin but often Poles who were enlisted by force),

a Jew — irrespective of his physical condition - could not last
more than two weeks. A young Jew, for instance, who was robust
enough to be able to do his work "on the double® (for example
pushing a heavily laden wheelbarrow) would most probably be
unable to keep it up in the long runm. If he should show signs
of holding out, he would inevitably be killed sooner or later
by such mistreatment as being beaten with a shovel or pick
handle.

In those days all the Jews had to work in the "quarry
squad," At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarrows
from a pit about 15 to 20 meters deep up & steep slope. At
the top, S5S men and Capos checked their work and the speed at
which it was carried out, and amyone considered as "loafing"
was simply pushed over backwards when he arrived at the top so
that he crashed back down the incline with his fully laden
barrow, This was one of the guards' favourite pastimes. Such
treatment of Jewish prisoners prevailed from the time the first
Jews arrived at the camp until the spring of 1642, when the
first large transports of Jews (tens of thnusatﬂai began to
arrive and the extermination campaign was getting underway. At
first there were few Jews at the camp, most of them of Polish
origin, who had been sent there along with other Poles. They
were immediately separated from the latter, They had been
arrested not as a consequence of their being Jewish, but for
of fenses directed against "the security of the German State,"
only from the spring of 1942 on were they rounded up and
exterminated "en masse® on racial grounds. Certain large scale
preparations had to be nade to receive these mass transports and
a special concentration camp vas opened at BIRKENAU (the Polish
name of the village is RAJSKO). Administered by Germans and
Poles, the camp was guarded by 55 detaciments. Conditions were
appallinge The camp had no water, no drainage system, and not
even the most elementary hygiendc installations. The Jews
remained in ecivilian clothes which were marked with red paint.
Food was supposed to be distributed to them on 4 basis similar
to that prevailing in AUSCHWITE, but abuse was flapgrant, It
often happened that the inmates received nothing to eat for days
ard then only a small part of the rations they should have had.
Altogether they were inhumanly treated, The slightest complaint
was punishable by death.

The first large convoys arrived from France and Slovakiae
Physically able men and women - those without children or the
mothers of grownup children — were sent to the camp of
BIHKENAU. The remainder, i.e. old or weak men, women with
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gmall children, and all those unfit for labour, were taken to
the Birch Wood (BRZEZINKI) and killed by means of hydrocyanic
gas. For this purpose special gassing barracks had been luilt
there. These consisted of large halls, airtight, and provided
with ventilators which could be opened or closed according to
the need, Inside they were equipped so as to create the
impression of bathing establishmonts. This was done to deceive
the victims and make them more manageable, The executions took
place as follows:  each death convoy consisted of some 8 to 10
trucks packed with the "selectees;" the convoy was unguarded as
the whole frightful drama took place on camp territory.

A private car containing the camp doctor followed each truck
convoy since it was compulsory for him to be present at these
mass executions. On their arrival at the gassing establishment,
which was surrounded by & double barbed wire fence, men, women,
and children had to completely undress. Each of them was given
a towel and a piecce of soap. Then they were driven into the
barrack until it was completely filled up. Everything was
hermetically closed, and specially trained 55 units threw
hydrocyanic bombs through the ventilation openings., After about
tan ninutes the deoors were opened, and a special squad composed
exclusively of Jews had to clear away the bodies and prepare
for a new group of "selectees." The crematoria had not yet
been constructed, although there was a small one al AUSCHTITZ
which, however, was not employed for urning these bodies. Mass
graves were dug at that time into which the corpses were simply
thrown, This eontinued into the autumn of 1942, By this time
extermination by gas was being intensified and there was no more
time even for such summary burial., Row upon row of bodies of
nurdered Jews, covered only by a thin layer oi earth, were
vwidely dispersed in the surrounding fields, causing the soll to
become almost marshy through the putrefaction of the bodies.
The smell emanating from these fields became intolerable. In
the autumn of 1942 all that remained of the bodies had to be
exhumed and the tones collected and burned in the crematoria
(by that time four had been completed). An alternative was to
gather the remains of the unfortunate victims into heaps,

pour gasoline over them, and leave it to the flames to finish
the tragedy, The immense guantity of human ashes thus collectsd
was carted away in every direction to be scattered over the
fields where these martyrs had found their last rest.

In the meantime, the crematoria had been finished and the
mmber of arrivals was steadily increasing. Oassing and burning
were carried out at record speed but the supply of corpses became
so large that occasionally they had to resort to the old method
of open air cremation. It is estimated that approximately
11/2 million Jews were exterminated in this manner. Yith the
exception of the Polish Jews, the other Jews had no idea what
was in store for them at AUSCHNITZ. We were told by Dutch and
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French Jews that the Germans had informed them that they were
leaving their country to be transferred to Poland where everyone
would be able to continue work in his own profession or, still
better, where for each shop, concern, or factory seized by the
Germans an equivalent source of livelihood would be put at

their disposal. They were to take their whole fortunes with
them and liguid cash for at least six weeks, This resulted in
considerable amounts of money and valuables being brought to .
AUSCHWITZ (most of them by Dutch bankers and diamond merchants),
most of which was stolen by the camp staff, 5SS men, and ¢
prisoners. The condemned Jews generally faced their fate
calmly, although those arriving in 1943 had a clearer idea of
what awaited them, The sporadic attempts at rebellion and mass
escape, when the freight cars were unloaded upon arrival, were
bloodily repelled. The special railway siding reserved for

the convoys was surrounded by searchlight and machine gun posts.
On one occasion these unfortunate people scored a small success.
Tt must have been during September or October, 1943 after

a transport of women had arrived. The accompanying 55 men had
ordered them to undress and were about to drive them into the
gas chamber. This moment was always used by the guards as

a pood opportunity for looting, and rings and wrist watches were
torn off women's fingers and arms. In the confusion resulting
from one such attack, one woman managed to smatch the pistol of
35 Groupleader SCHILLINGER and fire three shots at him. He was
seriously wounded and died the next day. This gave the signal
for the others to attack the executioners and their hench=

men., One S5 man had his nose torn off, another was scalped, but
unfortunately none of the women was sable to escape, Although
an attempt was made to keep this incident secret, it resulted in
an order's being issued whereby 5SS men vere not allowed to remain
in camp after 8 p.m.

The extermination of Jews continued relentlessly, although
in the cemp tension relaxed to a certain extent. The fate of
those Jews admitted to the camp has been described in the
sections of my report dealing with the gassing and killing of the
i11 by means of injections. .

IV. EXECUTIONS

Until the summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly a concentration
camp in which no executions had taken place sc far. The first
executions came as a surprise for the majority of the camp'a
irmates. They began in the summer of 1941 when cne evening after
roll eall, various numbers were called up (I well remember there
were 18 men from Cracow alone). The men whose mumbers had been
called were ordered to the stock room, where they had to give up
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their clothes and were given old rags (a shirt and pants) in ex-
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot with
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners were not
allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execution was so
arranged that practically the whole camp could witness the
procecdings, After the execution a special commando was
designated to bury the bodies, This incident caused a great
deal of unrest within the camp, as we had assumed until then that
deportation to a concentration camp excluded the death pemalty
for offences apainst the security of the German State. From
this day on executions were carried out at more less regular
intervals, the victims being called up on Tuesdays and Fridays.
later a special place of execution was set up within the camp's
boundary, an open space between "Hlocks 10 and 11" where
executions took place generally in the morning.

The index cards of the condemned men were sent fron the
chiefl clerk's office to the respective "blocks" and in the
morning, immediately after roll call, the mmbers of the
prisoners were called up by the “block recorder,! If the
imndex card bore the inscription "to report immediately after
roll call® and the signature of the "recording clerk," it
meant that the prisoner called up was to be shot. The "block
recorder" assembled the victims and brought them over to the
chief clerk's office. There the mumbers, names, and dates of
birth were checked again. Omdered into rows of five by the
camp eldest and the block eldest (also prisoners), they were then
marched to the place of execution. If the shooting was only to
take place a few hours later, the men were locked up in cells,

If the execution, however, was to be carried out at once they
were taken first to the washhouse, They undressed and their
mmbers were marked on their thighs with indelible pencil. After
these preparations, they were again lined up in fives and then
sent out to the execution wall (first four men and then two at

a time). The men were led out by the block eldest of "Block 11"
or then by the Capo of the cell block (a Jew), who took hold of
the hands of the condemned and dragged them out to the wall
where he stoocd between the two, In the beginning the condemned
were forced to lmeel and bend their heads forward, but later they
were usually shot standing. The executioners shot their victims
in the back of the head with a short-barrelled rifle vhich made

a muffled report.

After the execubion the “body bearers" went into action and
removed the corpses to a nearby stable where they were thrown on
a heap of straw, The blood stains were removed and the emplace-
ment prepared for the execution of two further victims, After
the whole group had been liquidated, the bodies were kept in
Wilock 28" until the eveninge At dusk all the bodies, including
those of other prisoners deccased during the same day, were
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piled on to a big cart and pulled to the crematoria. Later,
the corpses were also removed from the place of execution in
coffins and, if a considerable number were involved, a truck
was used for this purpose. These "death transports" always
took place during hours of curfew, as the camp authorities
wished to keep the executions as secret as possible, in which
they were, however, not particularly successful.

As mentioned before, such executions started during the
summer of 1941 and reached a peak in 1942 with the transfer of
"gisciplinary companies" from AUSCHWLTZ to HAJSKO ( BLRKENALU )
towards the end of May, 1942. Together with a large group of
"yuselminner” ('"Mugelmann" was & term applied in camp jargon
to convicts utterly exhausted by starvation or over work)
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into these
"gigeiplinary companies.” They were all marked with a large
red dot, as in these special groups the inmates were differentiated
by red dots on their chests and backs for offences committed in
civil life and by black circles for "crimes® committed in the
camp itself. Such "companies" were made up of about £00 men of
whom, every second day, 10 to 15 were shot. The rest of them
had to work extremely hard and await their turm. At the same
time mass executions started in AUSCHWITZ (middle of May, 1942).
Once, twice, or three times a week, 40 te 60 men were simply
picked out and shot. Bestlessness increased in the camp, when
by the middle of June the situation had not changed, to a point
approaching open rebellion, especially after one mass execution
which cost the lives of 120 prisoners. The camp administration
apparently got wind of this and, during a roll call sometime in
June, it was snnounced that executions would cease and the
death penalty would be abolished. It was true that the prisoners
reacted with deep distrust, but on the whole the news had
a quieting effect on everybody. And, in fact, there was a pause
of 1 to 1 1/2 months after which executions began again, although
less often and only in small groups. This state of affairs
continued until October, 1942 when one of the largest mass
executions ever held took 247 wictims, sll Poles from the LUBLIN
and PODHALA districts. . Terror broke out in the camp as a result,
although apain many reacted with complete apathy. This ended
a ghastly series of executions of prisoners who, upon arrival in
the camp, were already condemned to death. But some of them had
been in camp over a year without knowing that their fate was
already sealed. It often happened, for instance, that a prisoner
selected for execution would be lying i1l in the hospital but,
as the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly
injection in his bed. The famous Polish actor Witold ZACHAHEWICZ
was murdered in this way.
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A1l this, of course, did not mean that October, 1942 saw the
end of the execution of prisoners brought to AUSCHWITZ with death
warrants already signed. Only the method underwent certain
changes. In the early days, for instance, the Aryan prisoners had
always been piven mmbers and then incorporated inte the camp.
later a new method was evolved consisting in immediately dividing
the newcomers into two groups: those condemned to death and
those whe were to remain as repgular immates. The first group
was not alloted serial numbers but directly transferred from
the "block leader's" central office to the cells in "Block 1l."
The execcutions toock place there and the arrivals were either shot
at once or a few days later, This procedure was adopted in an
attempt to keep the whole matter secret, and executions were only
carried out late at mnight. In addition, Yhe camp immates were
led to believe that only "eivilians" were submitted to this
radical treatment (it must be stated that only a permanent camp
imate was considered a "prisoner," whereas newcomers, without
mmbers and who had not yet joined the ranks, were still
designated as “civilians"). So as long as only “eivilians" were
executed the regular immates were not particularly upset.

Executions of "prisoners," however, did not cease altogether.
The camp administration was extremely severe regarding discipline
and respect of camp rules., For the slightest omission one was
marched off to the execution cells and, of course, never returned.
Things became even worse when the political section (meaning the
camp Gestapo) decided to take charge of the punishment of petty
internal offences. The frequent result was that they decided
questions of life and death according to their own judpment.
Bribery becane the order of the day. Among the "offences" for
being locked up in the executicn cells were: being "politically
suspect” on the grounds of having contacted "civilians" in the
camp, spreading political news or commenting on the German High
Command's communiques, drunkenness, theft (foodstuffs, gold,
precious stones), premeditated escape, etc. The death cells
were always overcrowded and every now and then they had to be
"evacuated," This took place as follows: the camp leader, chief
of the political section, GRABNER by name, dashed in, accompanied
by a number of 55 men as drunk as himself. They wermt from cell
to cell, taking down the particulars of each occupant's case,
the reason for his punishment, etc. I the camp leader had a list
of those condemned to death in hand, the prisoners could consider
themselves lucky, inasmuch as it might not yet be their turn.
But usually no notice was taken of such a list. What decided the
individual priscner's fate was mainly the impression he made on
this pang of drunkards and the mood in which the camp leader
happened to be. There was no gquestion of considering the actual
penalty. If the impression he made was not too unfavourable, tle
prisoner remained in his cell to awail his execution at a later
date unleas he went to his death woluntarily. The vwhole
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ingpection wos accompanied by a great deal of vile language and
brutal treotment. Usually B5 to 90 percent of the death cell
cocupsnts were “evacuated” and shot in front of the wall so that
space was agein available for new arrivels. The camp in general
was, of course, never informed of this sceret justice ner who
ware its vietims. It is true that the relatives of the victims
were duly informed, but the cause of death was always glven as
being "natural.” an incredible amount of paper wos wasted
compiling fake records of illnesses, fever charts, ete., destined
to justify each single death. Death announcemento were
telegraphed never more than at the rate of two & doy so &5 not
to arcuse suspicion on the “outside.® From the begimming

the executions were carried out by a single mani firat, by
moberscharfihrer® PALITSCH, who wes later sent to an officers’
training center, and then by "Scharflihrer" STIWMLTL, who still
performs these duties. Executions of women were reported from
AUSCHAITE, but in small numbers. On the other hand, groat
mumbers of people were shot after having been brought in by
truck straight frem freedom cr from prisons. In two instances
whole fomilies were executad, perents together with their
children. In ono case, an infant & fow months old ended his
short 1ife in the ares of his mother before the execution wall.
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WEEEAS 14 1s the poliey of this Government to take

a1l messures within ils possr to rescus the victlss of scemy
opgression who wre in issinent denger of death and stbarwiss
to afford sush victise all possibls relisf and assistance

conslstent with iba succesaful prosscution of the war)

NN, THEREFOEE, by virtos of the suiherity wated in
ms by the Comstitution and the ststates of the Dulted States,
5 President of the United States wnd aa Comsander in Chlsf
ummum,humnwéhm
possibls apssd the rescus nd relief of wuch vickiss of
mm.nhh—ﬂrﬂm-nﬂ—n

1, Thers is established in the Exsswtive Office of
mmt-mwm{mmh
o2 the Board). The Board shall comslst of the Becretery of :"ff
State, the Bscretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of g2l
War. mmwwmmuﬂ!mw
wurmu-kumm-w
matbars apsclally affocting such sgunoles or departsects
ars undsr conslderation,

2. The Board shall ba charged with the respamsibility
for peolng that the policy of the Dovermsant; as stated in
the Freashls, is carried out. The fmotiors of the Board
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shall inalnds without lisitstion the developsct of plens snd
programs and the iosugeration of sffective msesurss for
(n) the rescus, treneportation, ssintenance snd relief of
the vistiss of enesy oppression, aod (b) the sstshlisksst
of bavens of tesporery refuge for such viotizs. To this
end the Board, through spproprists chacsals, shall taks the
necessary steps to snlist the cooperstion of forelgn
governments and cbtain their participation Ln the exscution
of waoh plens sod progrems.

5, It sball be the duty of the Btats, Treasury and
Mar Departments; withis their respsctive spheres; to smsouts
at the regusst of the Bosrd, the plans snd programs =2
dsvelopsd and the measures #0 insugoated. It sball be the
duty of the besds of a1l agenoiss end dspertments to sGEly
or chtaln for the Board such informstion sod to sxtend to the
Posrd wuch suppliss; sbipping snd otber specified sssistsnce
and facilities as the Board mey require in carrying out the
provisices of this Order. The Gtats Department shall sppoint
mMMHﬁH;ﬂmm,mﬁMm
of the Bowrd, to be statiooed sirosd in places whers 1t is
1iksly that sasistsnce can be rendsred to wer reflugsss, the
futien and responaibilitiss of much attsches to bs defined by
the Board in oomsultation with the Btate Dephorimsst.

&, The Bosrd and the Btate, Treessry and War
Departnents are autborissd to socept the services or
pontribations of eny private perecns, privets organisstions,
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stats ageocles; or agsncies of foreign povermments in
oarrying cut the puposss of this Order. The Board shall
gpooparats with all sxisting ssd futurs intemsticesl
erganisations concerced with the problems of refuges rescus,
salstensncs, transpertation, relisf, rehsbilitstiss, snd
rasettlemant .

5. To the sxtent possibls the Doard shall wiiliss
the parsomrel, sppliss, fesilities snd services of the
Btate, Tressury and War Dspartssats. In addition the Board,
within the limits of funds which may be made svallabls, may
sploy secsssary parsonmel without regerd for the fivil
Bervics liws and regelations end the Classiflowbiss Aot of
w.n“ﬂ,ﬂﬂ;m“m-
faallities and services necessary to discharge lts
responsibilitiss. The Board shall sppolnt an Exscutive
[irector who shall serve as its prineipal azscutive offiser.

w4 (Y 4 T T

It ahall be the deby of the Exsoutive Director Lo arrenge
for the prompt sxscutlon of the plans and progrems devalopsd
end the measures inssguretsd by the Board, to superviss the
motivities of the speclal stitsches mnd to mabmit frequast
reports to the Board on the wheps taken for iha rescus snd
relief of war refugess.

6. The Board shall be dlrecily responaible to the
Fresidest in carrylng cut the peliey of this Govermeant,
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Kim b frequent intervals concerniag the steps takan for
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HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE HOID FOR RELEASE

January 27, 1844

CAUTION: ‘The following MUST BE EELD IN CHFIDENCE until
relansa:d. .

HOTE: Release is for ALL REGULAN EDITIONS of MORNING NEWEZ-
PAPERS of Sunday, January m;w-third, 1944,

flelease by radio cormmentators, newscasters, ete., NOT
TARLIER THAM 9:00 P.M., L..T., Saturdey, January 22, 1844,

b STEPHEM EARLY
segptory to the President



REFRCOUCED FROM HOLDINGS AT THE FRARAM B ROOSEVELT LIBRARY
The President today, by Executive Order, set up
a War Refugee Board consisting of the Secretary of State,

the Secretary of the Treasu and‘z%aéfcreqary of War, to

teke action for the immediate rsscuehcf as many as possible

of 'the persecuted minecrities of Europe

AUTSTd 04 03uILIY ﬁﬁl&_}iﬁu

#__md_a.t.hac civilian victigls of enemy, savegism. , y
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ity or Btate, the
Secretary of the Treasury ang F Submatary of War, to take
as
poselble _o# the Jawa*m and the other civilian vIctims
of nunr»usm.ﬁm@_ﬁu-ﬁﬁg

The Executive Order declares that "1t is the policy
of thie Government to take all measures within its power to
reacue the victime of enemy oppression who are 1in imminent
danger of death and otherwlse %o afford such victime all
possible relief and asslstance conslstent with the successful
prosecution of the war".

The Board 1s charged with direct responsibllity to
the President in seeing that the announced policy 1s carried
out. The President indicated that while he would look directly
to the Board for the successful execution of thils policy, the
Board, of couree, would cooperate fully with thq Intergovern-
mental Committee, the United Natlone Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, and other interested international organiza-

tiona.
The Prasiduﬁt gtated that he Emng-—to—uk_m.n_mﬂ_

b olTan
xpauteﬁﬁtha cooperation of all members of the United
Nations and other foreign governments in carrylng out thie
aifficult but important task. He etated that the exieting
facilities of the State, Treasury and War Departments would be
employed tww ald waw Axis victime to the fullest extent

possible. He etressed that 1t was urgent that action be taken

NOILYANIETHA HO4 OFUILIH TYMIDNO
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at once to forestall the plan of the Nazle to extermlnate all
the Jewe and other persecuted minorities in Europe.

It will be the duty of & full-time Executive
Director of the Board to arrange for the prompt execution of
the plans and programe developed and the measures inaugurated
by the Bnarqi.

NOILYAISTH HTH OIHLLTY TYMIDO
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NOLD FOR RELEASE iU FOR HELEASE HOLD FOR HELEASE

dapunry 22, 1504

CAUTIOR:  The following MUST AE IBLD IN CONFIDENCE until
roleasoed.

HOTE: Nelease is for ALL BUGHLAH ELETIONS of MOMIING
REMEPAPERS of Sunday, January twenty-third, 190L.

Anlease by radioc commentators, newscasters, eto.,
KOT EARLIER THAR 9:00 P.lU., E.U.T., Saturdsy, Jusuary 22, 15LL.

STEHIEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

T Precidorh tedey, by Esooculive Order, set up a
War Refugee Poard cweistlap of the Secretory of State, the
Secrotary of the Traamry sid the Secretary of War, to take
action for the imnodiate poscac from the Magds of as many as
pﬂ:siblu of the pargocuted ninorities of Rurope == racial,
religlous or politieal =- oll elvilinn victiima of enemy
savapory.

The Executive Order declarcs that "It is the policy
of this Gowvernnent to take all smasures within its power to
rescue the wictims of cremy oppression who are in imsinent
danger of doath and othorwise to afford such victims all
poasible reliel apd assistance conslstent with the succons-
ful prosecution of the war".

The Board is charged with direct responsibility to
the Fresldent in seeing that the ammounced policy is carried
out. The President indicated that while he would look directly
to the Baard for the succesaful executlon of this policy, the
Beard, of course, would cooperate fully with the Intergovern=-
mental Committec, the United Hations Helief and fehabilita-
tdon Admimistration, and other intersated intemational or-
ganizations. *

The Presideni stated that he expected to obtain the
cooperation of all mmbars of tho United Nations and other
foreipn povermments in corrying out this difficult but important
tank. e stated that the existing facilitins of the State,
Treasury and Var Departnmnts veald be eaployed to nid Axis
victims to the fullest sxtant possible. Ho stressed that it
was urgmit that astion be talion at onco to forestall the plan
of thoe laxls to oxterminote all the Jows and other persecuted
minorities in Farupe.

It will be the duty of a full-tine Executive Diroctar
af the Board to arrnge for the prospt executlon of the plana
ard Em:n-: developed and the pohsures lnaugurated by the
Board.

The Exccutive Order follows:
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ETECITIVE ORDER

LSTARLIBHDIG A SR REMNGEE [S0AMD &

CERCAS it is tha palicy of this Governsint to takes all meamires
within ita power to rescus the victizs of em=y opprogaion who are in
irmipant denger of death and otharwisa to afford mich victims all
posoible rellel snd assistance conolatent with the seocesaful prosssu=
tion of tho warj

BOY, THEHEFEED, by virtue of the mithority wvested in m by he
Corstitution and the statutes of the United States, as President of

1, There is ostablished in the Execstive O[fice aof the Fresident
& War Refuges Roard (horeinafter referred o as the Hoard). The
Neard shall censist of the Secratary of State, the Secrstary ol the
Treasury and the Secrotary of War. The Board sy requast the heads
of other agencios or departmnts to participats in ita deliberations
whanover natters specislly affecting such agencies or doparimenis are
under considoration.

2, The Hoard shall be charged =ith the responaibility for secing
that the policy of the fovernoent, as stated in the Presmbla, is car-
rind out. The functions of the Roard shall irclude without limita-
ties tha dovelopeent of plons and pregrass and the Anm uration of
affective measuree for (a) the rescus, tronsportation, maintenanca and
rolief of the victins of epomy oppressicn, and (o) the watablishsmnb
of havena of temporary refage fer suwdh vistls. To this erd the
woard, through apgropriate channels, shall take the mecassary oteps to
srlist the cooperation of forelgn governsents and obtain their parti-
cipation in the exocutice of such plans and prograns.

3. It shall ba tho duty of the State, Treamary and Har Dopart-
eents, within tholr respective oprares, to oxpouts &t the pwquest of -
thy Board, thy pland ard projraua o9 developed ard Lhe measares so
iraugurated. It shall be the duty of the besds of all agenoles rd
depar tments to supply or obtaln for the Hoard such inforsmtion and to
sxtand to the meard such sopplins, ship;lng and other spocifisd
asaistanco and facilitiss as the Rourd sy requirs in carrylng cut the
provisions of this Ordar. ‘The Stake pepartment shall appoint speclal
sttachus with diplomatic status, on Lho rocommendation aof the Board,
to be statiomod abroad in places where it io likely thal assistance
can be rerdered Lo war refugees, the dutles and rosponsibilitien of
mich abtaches Lo be defined by tho Moard in consultatlon with the

_Skate Dupartownt.

4. The Poard and the State, Trsasury and Yar Departments are
sutherized to accept the services or contribyilons of sny privats por=
sons, private crganizations, Stato agoncios, or agencias af ferelign
gevernmnto in carrying out thu purposss of this frdor. The Heard
ghall cooporate with all sxisting ard future intornational erganisa-
tioms sonceened with the probloms of refuges reacus, maintananoe,
tramsportation, reliel, rohabilitation, and rosotilumant.

5. To thw satunt possible the Poard shall wtilise the personnal
supplius, “facilities and sorvicus of tha Stato, Treamury and War De=
partounts. In additlen the Board, within tha lisits ef farde which
may be mde available, may empley mocoosary personnul without ragard
for the Civil Survice lows snd repulations amd the Classifiention Aot
of 1523, as nsseded, and make provisions fof supplics, facilitiss and
sorvices necessary to discharge its respenaibilities. e Roard
appoint an Exseative Directar vhe shall sorva as its principal omecu-
tive of ficor. It shall bu the daty of the Exvoutive Director to ar= *
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rango for the prompt cavcetlon of tho plams and progross developoed
and the ooasures inmugurated by the Rosrd, to supervise the activi=
ties of tw spocial attachos and to mibmit frequent roports to the
on the steps takun for tho roscue and relicf of war relugess.

is

B. The Neard skall bu direetly rusponsible to the Presidont in
carrying out the palicy of this Government, & ctated in the Preamblo,
geel the Roard shall repert o his at frogeent intervals concorning Uhe
ateps taken for the rescus and rellel of war pefugecs snd skall saks
much recomundations as the Boanl way dowm appropriate for Darther
action to ovoreess any diffleulties wenesountiered in the rescus and re=
liaf of war refugees.

FRAMELIN 0. ROOSEVELT

TE WHITE HOUSE,
2
Jamary T 1844,
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K\_/’/—“"’f January 256, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY CF STATE

I have had a number of
namee submitted to me for Executlive

Director of the War Refugee Board
and of the l]ﬁmpe'—meH'T"Bu o e

think Tom Finletter and Aubrey /'#:’

Williems ahuul&x\f given aspecial
conelderatlion. -
5394 X
¥.: Do Ra

(1/25/4k4 - Dictated by Grace Tully over the
telephone - KG)

»5¥77-A



WHITE HOUSE

SHINGTON

Fe brua iy 1 ’ Ry FiWIN

i Ut LI l'lkln.-l.l_n'J.Lu L

dl Bl Dueadi b Wi
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I towuc Lhe Secretury of the
ireasury that you wele seeing Dr, Frond
Grahuwa "off the record" at 2215 touay.
w"‘ﬂ"""l"""‘u- Sy .'_1" for sny reason Ll'.l'Jl"L.a.llLL:..l
x - coes 10T leed e CaIl acceptl Lie Chalrman-
9 : e

0 : . o .
;f"ﬁ stiip vl Lae war Refug poal't, tne 1?
Lecretary wolld ilxe Lo have o chance

witn you beiore anything 1s

i Lol LK

O orne »

x§477-A
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ADLED STARTERS: The Becretary of the Treasury
——— (Brace eays the President wante see

ho J} today re Chalrmanship of War Refugee
- Board)




[ L]
mﬂﬂmmnmm‘m

TELEGRAM

The
GO1E [FI

O0E PRSTULRT
D s e ¥yls
H} | BY0G k, Vit
o T dne oie odhh

1t over t!

Hilite House

7l
5417




mwm#m“lmm

,f;? FILE uEd0:

The
toduy to tell
& ireusury this

froa Treasury

February 5, 19,

221

rresicent directed oe
the Secretury of the
snnouncesent should coue
rotier than W.H., == o

he suggested also that 1t be shortened

& bit.
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£ IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A has! designated John W. Pehle f; tctlng Executive Director of the .
War Refugee Board. -
Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and

Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Tfaasurg
has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive
Director of the War Refugee Board.

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negqtiatiﬂémwith representa-
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His
work in these fields also hes brought him into close touch
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known
to the private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue
of refugees.

Pehle is a career man in the Government, heving entered

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department

upon his greduation from the Yale Law School in 1934. He was

x PP 1=F



nemed Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury end Director
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He wes selscted by the
Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part
in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of Economic and
Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942.

The War Refugee Board was established on Janusry 22, 1944,
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to cerry out
the policy of this government to take all measures within
its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in
imminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such
victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the
successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the

Secretary of War.
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DE{EDIATE HELEASE FEBRUARY L, 1944

The War Hefugee Board recently appointed by the Presi-
dent has designated John V. Pehle as Acting Executive Director
of the War Refugee Board. :

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury,
and Director of Forelgn Funds Control. The Secretary of the
Treasury has given Pehle leave of absunce to serve as heting
Executive Director of the Var Hefugee Board.

pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negotiating with representa-
tives of foreign govermments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in the work of the Var RKefugee Board., His
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch with
the problems now before the Board, and he is well known to the
private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue of
refugees.

Pehle is a career man in the Covernment, having entered
the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department
upon his graduation from the Yale Law School in 1934s He was
named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940, He was selected by the Secretary
of State as an Advisor and plaved a prominent part in the Inter-
American Conference on Systems of Economic and Financial Control
held in Washington in June, 1942,

The VWiar Refugee Board was established on January 22 19414,
by Executive Order of the President, and diructed to carry out
the poliey of this government to take all measures within its
power to rescue the victins of enewy oppression who are in imminent
danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such vietims all
possible relief and assistance consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war, Members of the Board are the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War.
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

February 15, 1944.

Memorandum to Mr. Stephen Early

The White House

The President might be interasted
in reading the attached excerpts from
an editorial on the War Refugee Doard it

e TP

which appeared in the Manchester Cuardian.

Herbert E. Gaston

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.
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IG=-1 PLLIN
London

Doted FEbruary 12, 1944 e &
_ Rec'd 9:18 p.m.
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Secretary of Stote, SVISION o ! .@

I%

Ylashington, - il 180t

COL AN o '

1222, Twelfth, | - AV £oos : f

FOR SECRET..RY OF THE TRE..SURY ,ND THE 'Il.R REFUGEE ————
BOLRD FROM CiSLD.AY.
Since Februcry 1 the MINCHESTER GULRDILN has
devoted three editorials to the Vlor Refugee Boord cnd
its program., The first two were brief, owing presumably
to lack of specifie infermotion but all have been 3
strongly favorable to the Boord's ocbjectives tpd heve
urged the estzblishing of o similar board here.
GQuoted below ore excerpts from a lengthy editoricl in
today 's GULRDILN: "The United Hotions hove never inf
the lost eighteen monthas foced the refugee problem
boldly. The refugees from ..xis, and especially Hitler's,
persecution are of e£ll peoples and all kinds, but the
greet majority are Jews, and one arys eighteen months
because that is roughly the period during which the !

policy
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-2- 1222, Twelfth, from London

policy o? 'extermination" has been practised, as it
still is, with the full knowledge of all of us, If
there have been one or two slight signs that here and
there the full fury of the terror has recently been
abated it is nevertheless true that in genercl it is
being cerried out with the old ferocity., In Denmark
and in France for instance children between the ages
of two and twelve have been seized, herded together,
and deported to the Munknown destinations' whiech
clmost certainly mean death, It is.now fourteen”
months since the House of Commons stood in silence to
show its condemnetion of such husrors. But apart
from very slight changes in our own immigretion rules
and some slight and unspecified efforts in neutral
countries all that has been done is to hand over the
work of rescue and ?EliEf to the Intergovernmental
Committee in London, This body, consisting of a large
number of governments and not EVER yet fully econstituted,
is 1little 1likely to get at the insistent, practical
work thot 1s needed, however able and willing may be
its officials, The main responsibility must necessarily
be with
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-3- 1222, Twelfth, from London

be with Britoin and the United States, To rely on
this antiquated machine, crawling ond creaking its

slow way along, is to show that we have never

recognised this to be an urgent problem, though urgency

is its EBSENCE,

e i s T,

, it this moment President Roosevelt has token o

step which holds out the promlse of that sort of

L e e sy s e P P R W et S o e e

s ———

practical action which has hitherto been largely lnck-

——— TP e

ing. By executive order, whose text 1s now availgblc,

e

he has esteblished a war refugee board consisting of

the Secretary of State (Mr, Hull), the Secretary of
the Treasury (Mir, Morgenthau), and the Secretary of
War (Mr. Stimson)."

Lfter summerizing the main provisions of the execu-
tive order the Editgri&l conftinues: "Even this bare
summary proves that, to say the lesst, the scheme
provides prtcia:ly the machinery that has £l11 along
been needed, It is said that Lr, Eouazv:lt vions moved
to act by the information recching him that 1little
was in fect being attempted. fublin opinion in the
United States will now expect results. Public opinion
in this country should not be satisfied with less
workmanlike mochinery or with smaller results,

The Intergovernmental
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The Intergovernmental Committee and UNRRAL will
proceed in thelir leisurely way with plans for eventual
remedies, These are of great importance, but we
have done wrong in assuming, as the British and
jmerican Governments have hitherto assumed, thot next
to nothing can be done for irmediete mecsures of
rescue and relief, The /merican Government has
clearly abandoned that defectist, timid view, and we
should follow suit. We should :stablish the same

sort of working machine., We should lend our aid by

appointing & general directer here end special officials

ebroad, by setting up temporary ccmps, by encouraging

the border countries through assistance and also through

example, and by more freely opening our own country,
since about the admission of refugees we remain
obstinately and discreditably mean, It is never )
possible to saq mach openly about what is being done,
or may be dong, in neutral countries lest the German
splite discharges yet more polson, but one has only to
mention what Sweden has done for Norweglan refugees
and for the Danish Jews to realise how much more an

energetic

"
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=5- 1222, Twelfth, from London '

energetic British=imerlecn polley could still ceccom-
plish. The Turks elso should be stlmuleted to under-
atand thot ,‘r.hcir ally BEritain expects them to encourtsge
the escape of Balkan refusccs over thelr borders, end
every cffort should be made to explaln te the now
hesitant sstrllites how cerefully thelr conduct in
this question is belng wotched. There is one other
contribution we ean make, Ve should announcr that
Pelestine connot and will not be shut to refugees
after the present limit for immigrantas is reached,

No single one of these expedients will do much in
itself, but practised all together thoy would reduce

the sum of misery."

Wl N;rLHT 7 s
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o 4 7 / THE WHITE HOUSE

- WASHINGTOMN

March 24, 1944

The apnointment of John W.

Pehle as permanent Executive Director

—
»~ of the War Refugee Board is hereby
approved. AF
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Hon. franklin D. Housevelk, f‘& {}l
The Jhite douss,

Jashington, 0.C.
Ly dear Mr. President:

Fermit me to offer my cong.atulations and tnanks lor
the issuance of your airective creating a War Hefugec coard
for the iescue of Jews and other victims oraly enemy op- =
pression now in the Hitler charnal house. You nave issued
this directive in the spirit of highest American traditlen.
We must hold out the highest nopes ror a successful operation
of this Refugee Board. II tne helpless, napl-ss victims of
the Nazi jackals are rescued in an ap.reciaole number, your
nen Directive will become pentacostal.

Muci wiil depend upon the personnel that will direct
gpeations. Ur courss, toe Secreiary of War, the Secretary
of tne Treasury, anc tne Secre: ary of State, snneshed as they
are with multilarious quties, cannot zive rui. time to this
work. Taey can lay cown orcad policies, bubt much will depend
upon the persomnel selected to do the spade work. 1 fervidly
hope and pray that the men selectec will know the meaning of
sanctuary and mercy and that they wili know and appreciate
nthe soft sad music of humaniby."

Eight long years have been lost since the Evian Confer-
ence. The mistakes ol that Conference were repsated at Dermuda.
Hitler's hangmen do not wait.

¢ I inow that your gensrous heart will prompt those who
will guide the uestinies of the War Hefugee ooard to snun the
unduly extensive surveys and explorations, and tre many delays
tnat stemned from Evian and Bermuda, and thal they will act
promptly, courageously and generously.

The Nation's security must not be imperilled by the admis—
sion of spies and espionage agents under the gulse of refugecs,
but national security must not be used as an excuse for any glacier-
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like or stony-hearted attitude,

The work of the War Refugee Board will be arduous
but it will have the earnest cooperation of thinking
fien ana women everywinere. 1, personaliy, want to help
as an numole lemoer of Congress in every way possible, in
this humanitarian work,

Your glorious action has cleared the atmosphere.
It is like a bolt of lightning dispeliing the storm.

lay neartfelt thanks goes out to you,
#ith assurances ol nighest esteem, and kind personal

reg:axis, I am

Yours very sincerely,

orariiant (b Ly

ELANUEL CELLER
. X
7’
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2315 15th Street N. W.
Waghington, D. C.

February 2, 1944 th '
D, ,':J r:..e
g\ A
ST

The President Ve ij L

The White House 5 ™

Wasnington, D. C. ( rf#,,#"

% =) e - -

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to congratulate you on the formation of the War

R“! E?%“.L Board, i
I have been particularly interested in Senate resolutiom 203

that has been in Congress lately. I am alsc a member of a local
committee here, called tne Emergency Committee to Save the Jewlsh
People of Burope. I am a young American girl, non-jewish, but
the story of the massacre in Europe has shaken me into wanting
to do something about it and it seemed to me that this comnmittee

nad the right idea.

I am so glad that you as a leader of the American people,
nas volced your opinion and done something concrete that might
help to stop the most dreadful massacre of all time,

1 am deeply interested, and will follow closely the actions
of the War Refugee Board, and hope that a truly sympathetic director
and leader will be chosen, for this conld be a field for wonderful
accomplishment in the saving of lives, and a hope for mny many
people in the world who feel discouraged.

I have been a friend of Franklin and iffey, and I have always
hoped that some day I would be able to meet you,

Sincerely yours,

EBLVINE RICH.ARDW

—_———

¥



- THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
/ WABHINGTON

April 19, 1944

- ~

My dear Mr. President:

I don't know whether you get the dally
New York pepers. I am, therefore, sending
herewith a very interesting Pllpplng from t a
front pege of tocay's HEE Yark *ribune.

I hed lunch with X ‘ 1rs¢hmnnn tagay,
and he reslly an:nmplishe&.wnnaera ‘whil

Turkey.
.56 A Sincerely yours,
R”:E’ﬂ : %E:;,N] #M/LM:(,«\%

w2 )

The President,

The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The President today announced that the War Refugee Board
has designated John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the
War Refugee Board.

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and
Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury
. has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive
Director of the Wer Refugee Board.

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negétiating with representa-
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known
to the private agencies interested in relief work end the rescue
of refugees.

Pehle is a career men in the Government, heving Bntéreﬂ

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department

B T

upon his greduation from the Yale Lew School in 1934. He was

- '_Jr"l Fmrnd
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named Assisteant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the

Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part | :gt
in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of Economic and |
Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942.

8

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944,-41%}@
by Executive Order of the president, and directed to cerry out 3 :
{ &

the policy of this government to take ell measures within
its power to rescue the vietims of enemy oppression who are ip
imminent denger of death, and otherwise to extend to such
victims ell possible relief end assistance consistent with the
successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are :
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treiuuff;-anﬂ'thh e

Secretary of War.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ;a (;{..
WABHINGTOMN 9 {q;

April 2u, 19uu/

My dear Mr. President:
You will recall that, at the t

the creation of the War Refugee Board, Myron

e
Taylor was somewhat disturbed about the confusion
_u—-—'_-_._'._

and difficulties that might arise in relations

A31%6

between the new Board and the Intergovernmental
Committee on Refugees. In view of his perturbation
at that time, you may be interested in learning
the most recent developments.

As a result of a talk I had with

Mr. Taylor, Sir Herbert Emersan.kﬂirectcr, and

Mr. Patrick Malin, Vice Director of the Inter-
b3

governmental Committee, came to Washington to carry
on conferences with Mr. Pehle and to meet with the
Board, These meetings have been extremely cordial,

a complete agreement has been reached on relations,
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and the future seems most promising. In a recent
conversation with me, Mr. Taylor has expressed his
complete satisfaction at the way the whole matter is
progressing.

Faithfully yours,

Becretary of the Treasury.
ALl

The President
The White House.
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April =9, 1944
MEMONRAMLUM
TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: i, wnmh’“ﬁi

1 thougnt you mignt be interested ilu e
sbteched note tost | received tone other dey from x T
Ire Hirscheen, who hus just coce beck from Tupkey
where he did some work for the Var hefugee Boerd.

It is certeinly both satisfying end =k
thrilling to know bhow muca toe folks in Centrel
Europe eppreciote what you are trylng to do for
toe world.

i &

| )
0y o WH”E:;::E;E ON 51%77_# &
n / -
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

April 20, 1944,

Mr, Isador Lubin
The White Houne
Washington, D, C,

Dear Lube:

I cannot restrain the temptntion to reiterate the
deen and incieive impressisn that I got in ny conver=-
estions with rofuzees who came out of the Balkans and
with whom I talked in Istanbul on the subject of our
Froal Prosident, The stricken weoule in the Balkans
linve one snd ona hope only, and that {s: "President
Aooaevelt", I heard this agein and ngain, As I snoke
to the refusees, somehow they all seemed to lnow of
the President's Order creatinz a War Refugee Borrd, and
that £ revresentetive waa in Turltey to eave them, Some
of 1t was exbarrsssing to me as they tried to thank me,
and I wee only 2 nrivileged instrument of the President's
Board, Apvarently it wes the one name on everyone's lips,
and it hes become a symbol for salvation to these lost
neonle,

"Thanic God for your Orest President", they kept saying
ta me, ™hen is he sending the Amerlcens to save ust®
"o ‘mow he will, He is our God," This and similer
verintions are what I heeréd in & constant refrain, If the
President Ynew gbout this, I thinlk 4%t would move him to
now thet hie deenly founded lmmsnitarisniem is not lost
in the hearts of other countrymen, They foel it intultively
and actually, I surnose good thinge are somehow never lost,

You cen imagine my sense of pride and responsibility
in finding this manifestation to such an intense and acute
degree, I was proud btut I saleo felt that it was about
five mimites to twelve snd that these meonle hed to be
gnatched oulckly from the death hands of the lazis and their
Sstellites, One thing the President's Order and his
broadcest 41d (we managed to have it repeated arain and
agein in various langusges throush the Balkanse.) It gnve
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thase meople who were becoming mo demoralized and desmerate
that they stopoed trying for themselves, & now hope to

fight on for thenselves, which is an extremely immortsnt
olement ns we kmow toa woll that at some point in the nrocess
of dogradation neople are wern down to m state of rosisnation
and then they really loss themselves,

I am trying whersver I ccn to tell thie story to the
press and to some of the big tusiness omoponents of our
Prerident, I hope 1t falle on fertile soil, I don't lnow,

Agndn, let me thank you for your efforts in helning
me get over to Turkey, I shall not forget 4t,

Faithfully yours,

/gﬂ/(f‘——.‘--x)

I, A, Hirech=amn

&
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May 15, 1944 51)’ 7 'i /I

Respectfully referred to
the Exscutive Director of the

Refages Board for attantion
and approprinte acknowledgment.

FILLTAM [ HASSETT
Sscratary to the President hms

Talegram from the Emergency Committes To Bava the
Jewish People of Buropa, Dean Alfange, Will Rogera, Jr.,
Peter H. Barson, 3igrid Undset, Louls Bromfield,
Msurice William, Ben Hecht, Li Yu-Ying, Qo-Chairmenm,
Wrc, 5/13/4i4, to the President, suggesting establishment
of temporary rascus campa in the U.2. and fres ports

in the U,8., Paleatine, Horth Africa, ste., for victims
of Waxi oppression.
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lsspertfully relerred to the
Faseutive Direstor, iar iefuges Hosrd
mnmmﬂm-nﬁ-ﬂdp-i
sa may be doasud aguoariate.

WLLEAX D, MASSETT
deorutery o dhe resddeod

A
Telegram of Vay 4 fros ADNLSH HI
Few York, N. T. re froa ports
from Buroply Jre w2 Alrfo

-
Coa.,

r’.fj! £ A L .

_'._r.-.r'ap.ﬂn..-'-. ¥ o T

L 4

¥

“aib

dewish Labor Comsittes,
nited States hr refugess
T A w

oy
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May 12, 1944,
J 3 4é

The Honorable Cordell Hull,
Secretary of State,
washington, D. C.

Dear Sir;-

The formation of the War Refugee Board. £
has brought hope to concerned people appalled by
the plight of re ee in Burope. We have been
geeking for something limeodiate and offective we
hore in the United States een do to actually save
1ives and restore hope and faith in these hunted
people. It hes seemed to us that free porta for
refugees is such a plan. . With The U. S. doing this,
it will then be possible for our ard to suggest
that other countries take similar action.

Por these reasons the Committee of
Christian Fellowship of the N. Y. Couneil of Church
Women wishes to register its hearty approval of
the plan for free ports for refugees and to urge
you to do all in your power to eet such a plan
in operetion.

Very truly yours,

Marion Frenyear, a4
EBEI; ——
Cormittee of Christian Fellowship.

e ——————

e

MP-L.
Vi

Copy to President Roosevelt.
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BEoom 614 IXXIXEXEEIEXXAAX . 3
45 Astor Plaoce ~
XXxxx IXXXXXX
AL, 4-4272 Mariom Frenyear

51’},"}(, !f'_f""
Sy f,/ Nay 17, 1944.

Honoreble John r-nli:”
IXXTXAXEXX  XEXXXX ;%;l%%%:g:;ﬂln;rli gé-
Dear Sir;- '

Appalled by the plight of refugees in
Furope, many conoerned people have been seek
for someth {rmediate and effective we here
the United ctates can do to actually save lives
and build hope and faith ia these hunted people.
#s baelieve free ports for refugees is euch a plan.
If we go ahead wlth this, it w 11 then be poesible
for our War Refugee Board to suggest that other
sountries take elumilar aotlonm.

For these reasons the Refugee Commi ttee
of the Fellowship of Recouoiliaztion wishes %o
register its hearty approval of the plan for free

ports for refugees and to mrge you to do all in
your power to sat sueh a plan in operation.

Very truly yours,

b
inr%ﬂn Fran!!a:

see'y
2. e ee Comnittee g;_th-
li§%unlilp_i!”liiihuIIIltlnn.

MP-L. T

Carbon copy to President Roosevelt.



mmmnmwnmm

Varch ﬁ. 1945 .f/f :

5477

MEMORANDUM FOR3 kiss Grace Tully 28

} -
VL ¥

Barly in the waek Osneral’ 0!

passed on to ms through Lave Niles
randum with regard to the work of War
n-irgmmu. It did not seem to me that in X

midst of the midst of discussions about
food and the postwar treatment of Germany, we
should try to get out any Presidential state—
ment about the Board's work. When T talked
with Gene O'Dwyer ha agreed, but he “qt-sd
this material passed on to the President. |

=

Jo:athan Canials

el

rl| I‘:l.' ' {-‘_,".F--.--"I‘?
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TO:
Mrs. Bostilger A W\

This 1s the memorandum which

pavid Hiles digcussed with
you this morain ,--"'"J;Ir .-—-—-ﬁ-_.__“}

5%’]

Trtaaq, _D'_g}-;{ S 1
William O'Dwyer '

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WAR REFUGEE BO
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¥OOD PACKAGES FOR INTERNZES IN GERMAN CONCENTRATION AND REFUGEE CAMPS

The Wear Refugee Board expects that 50 tons of trucking and 2,000 gallons
of gasoline a week will be made available very shortly from United States army
stocks to the International Red C r the movement of War Refugzee Board
food parcels to internees in concentratin and refugee camps in enemy Burope,
Currently the War Refugee Board has oximately 224,000 of these parcels
in Goteberg, Sweden, and in Iubeck, Germany, and 60,000 parcels in Geneva,

It can readily be seen that these stockpiles will be cuickly exhausted when
these triacke get moving,

The Board has funde for the procurement end shipment of an additional .
300,000 parcels-from the United States, but under the best possible circum-
stances private contractors are unable to guarantee delivery of these parcels
in less than three months time, This being the case, we will have trucks and .
gasoline but no packages to distribute to the unassimilated internees who face
certaln death from starvation,

NOILYANIE3ud W04 0341134 TvnIDio

On the other hand, the Americen National Red Cross has a stockpile of over
7,000,000 prigoner of war parcels in the hands of the International Red Cross
Committee in Geneva for distribution to United States military and eilvilian
internees, The monthly distribution rate is epproximately 253,000 parcele,

At this rate, it will take 27 months to exhaust the existing stockpile, An
additional 362,250 parcels go forward from this country each month to replenish
thie stockpile, BRHoughly this replenishment exceeds the monthly distribution
rate by 35 per cent,

The Board desires to obtain an allocation of 5 thousand tons (slightly
in excess of 900,000 parcels) from this stockpile to be earmarked for the _
Board'e feeding program, The Board will arrange for reimbursement either in i
dollers or in kind, :

This proposal has been discussed with Mr, Basil O'Connor, Chairmen of
the Americen National Red Cross, who 1s very sympathetic and 1s taking the !
matter up with members of his staff, This, undoubtedly, will result in con-
slderable delay,

In view of the urgency, a reauest to Mr, 0'Connor that the matter be
expedited will probably save the lives of many people,
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June 8, 194

RespectMully relarred to
tna Exscutive Mrector of tha
Kar Refuges Borrd for nropare-
tion of reaply for my signoature,

LIAM D. HASSETT
Seerotary to the Preaidant hma

A

Letter from Cong. Vite Marcanlonio, 6/A/44, to the Prasident,
urring the Prerident to dirae Mer Hefupee Bosrd to estsblish
in the U.S5, & refuges rescue camp "fres port" whare Jevish

refugees may Mnd =sanctuary rom e horrors of wer at lesst for
ite duration.
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June 15, 1944

Dear Congressman Uarcantonio:

The Preslident has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of June silxth and to thank you for the
intereet whieh you have expressed in the rescus of
the victims of enesmy oppreasion and Liwe matter of

providing places of temporary asylum for them.

You will be interested in the enclosed
copies of the Presldent's cablegram of June eighth
to /wbassador Robert Murphy in Algiers, regarding
the sstablishment of an Rmergency nefugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, his memorandua
of the same date to the Leads of agencies concerned
with the exseution of the plan, and the messuge
sent to the Congress on June twelfth relative to
this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Seeretary to the President

Honorebls Vite Mareantonio,
House of Representatives,
Washingten, D. C.

Enclosures typed by
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 15, . C

Jun 111944
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VITO MARCANTONIO ¥ 1025
20T DieT. MEw YiaRs w # !
Filing Authority
Cwmmnttbeﬂnmhm To: filea
Touse of Representatibes e
Bashington, . . .yt 1E A L,,;,- /
0 kol (T
June 6, 1944 e 8 u A M

- Eiv
Preeldent Franklin D, Hoosevelt
The Wnite Houee
Washincton D C

Dear President Hoosevelt:

In thie hour of the liberation of the continent ol Zurope from
the ravezing hand of Hitler and Hitlerism, I Join with all Americans in
the exmression of the deepest onprecistion for your leadershin in this most
critical period in the 1ife of our nation,

It seems fittine to me thet on this significent day I should nddress
you about the nroblem of the Jewish people now prisgners in Hitler BEurope, For
on thie day the signol for the strugzle for their liberation was glven. How
at lest it is possible for America to offer the long-opmressed Jewlsh people
the aid and succar vwa have long been prevented from giving them hecause of
the concuest of Europe by Hitler.

As you imow there is the prospect that in the vake of the successful
invesion of Zurope by the gallant wen of the United lations srmed forces, there
will be tens of tiwusands of Jewish war refugees from every section of Europe,
vho have hitherte been ruthlessly uprooted frow their homes, The long period
o0 fanine and oppression experienced by these people under Hitler makes 1t
imperative that America extend to them a helring hard, They were the first
to feel the heel of Fitler tyranny and sm'.u.ﬁ be the first to be freed fronm
Hagl oppression,

Because I knov full well that you share my sentiments in this regerd,
I am vriting to urze that you direct the War Refugee Board to establish in the
United States a refuzes rescue camp or "free nport" where these refugees may
find sanctuary from the horrore of war at least for its duratlon, 3By this
practical step we may save tic lives of thousands of refugees, who mizht
othervies perish, Mey I further urge that this nroblem be presented to others
of the United “ptions to the end that such refugee rescue camps may be
establiched eleevhere and to the end that aid in the transit of the refugees
to Americe be afforded.

It is my fervent prayer that our first act of mercy in liberated
Europe mey be extended to the Jewish neople: first victime of Hitlerite
slavery.

dincerely, -

s /
i flﬂ-—_.__.-’!_-ﬂ.-——-—-—--z—-
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DRAFT

My dear Mr. Marcentonio:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of June sixth and to thank you for the
interest which you have expressed in the rescue of
the victims of enemy oppression &nd the metter of
providing pleces of temporsry asylum for them.

You will be interested in the encloced
copies of the President's cablegram of June eighth
to Ambassador Hobert Murchy in Algiers, regarding
the esteblishment of an Emergency Refugee Sheltier
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, his memorandum
of the seme date to the heads of zgencies concerned
with the execution of the plan, znd the message
sent to the Congress con June 12, 1944, relative to
this matter.

Very esincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Honorable Vito Marcentonio,

House of Reprecentetives.

Lrttechments
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Hanr:r lorenthay wants to come in tonorrow and see the Iresident with
John «, Pehlé" (ix. Dir, .ar fefurec Loard) _
—————

SEL 21 i |
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PEHLE, Hom. J.Ws
Exsos Dirs War Eefuges Board,
VAL —

Writos the Presidest s follows; "Frem the unallposted balanes of the $86,000,000

made svallable by the Congress thru the ERAA of 1841 and the Third Supplemental Hat®l
Defenss Appropristicm Aot of 1942, 1% 1s rocommended that the sum of §T83,TEOD be made
arallable o the Uffice of Distribution of the Dept. of Agrie. for the Aserisan Hat'l
fsd Cross, Alss it is recommended that the s um of §285,000 be made avallable te The
Treasury Proourement. Thess allocations will cover the sosts invelved in the procure=-
mort and shipping of 285,000 food parcels of throe kiles sach for ultimste distribution
by the International Committss of the Hed Cress to umassizilated perscns in conscentra=
tion and refugss ommps im enemy Burope.” The Amerlean Hed Cross has beem consulted and
will arrange for the packing and the shipment of thess parcels.-—lrs Latts, August 24th,
raferred this matter to the Dir. of the Pudpet for recomsendation to the Presldemt,

BEE T§ AUTHORIZATION THCASURY EED CEOSS

AS

2477
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B2g

VFORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT -
Sept. 11, 1944. A D

The [irector of the -ureau of the budget wrote ro the subject: Food Parcel
Program for Unassimilated Persons in Buropean Enemy Concentration and Hefugee Canps.
Attaches for the President's signature, a memcrandum in four coples, indicating the
reapective responsibilities of the hesds of appropriate sgencles in connsction with
a food parcel progras for unassimilasted persons in concentration and refugee casps in
that pert of Europe now held or occupled by the enemy, Further states thet this
memorandum constitutes sn effective roply to the letter of Mr. J.W. Pehle, Zxecutive
Director of the Tar Mefucee Doard, addressed to the President on Aug. 24, 1944, which
lotter is sttached, and stotes it is recommended thaot the sum of 37B3,750 be made
available to the Office of Distribution of the Department of Asriculturs for the
Jdericon Motiooal Red Cross. Meo recommends that the sum of $285,000 be made avall-
sble to Treasury Procurssent * Mr. Smith closes his memorandum by seying thet the food
pareel progrm is clear evidence of this Government's resolwe to aid helpless people
hurt by the ene=y. The ottached memorandum will bring ebout such assistance and has the
approvel of mll intcrested agencies and he (Ur, Smith) recomzends the Fresident pive
his approvel, = =The President on Sept. 12, 1944, in & Memorandum for 'ar Food sdninistra.
tor, Secretary of the Tremsury, Cheirman of the Anerican National Red Cross, and Executiwi
THrector of the llar Seafuges Hoard stetes thet on the recomendation of the Executive Dir-
sotor of the "ar Rsfuges Soard thet 285,000 food parcels be procured by this Government
for distribution to unsssimilsted porsons in emeentraticn end refuges camps locnted in
that part of Furopa now held dr ooccupled by the enemy, gartein steps should be taken as
expeditiously as posaible: (1) The uncblizated balances of funds allocsted to the Depart-
ment of Asriculture from the appropristions for Foreipn War Relief, ahall be available
to the Yar Tood Jdministrater to prooure necessary egricultural supplies up to & certain
valus. [3) As azfesd between the Jmaricen Hetimal Red Cross and the Var Refuges Doard,
the Chairmen of the Amordcen MNat. Hed Oross shall arrange for the packing of the food
parcels end their shipment snd distribution. (4) The Executive Director of the Wer Refuge:
Beppd shall exercise over-sll responsibility for this project. - -Ho. 2 of the above wma
omitted in the briefing, - =Fen notation - Origl to Budget 9/LL/4d.

*up. Smith also stetes that the Comblned Blocksde Committes
Soa - B92 in London has spproved the delivery of these food parcels
to the unsssimilated persons mentioned above.
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Jeoretary, the sdditiomal dutise of ad=inistering the

m'mm s will not interfare with his duties as Emscvtive Director of War
Aafuges foard, ; —
e e e

SEE 21-T
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fer e ovAE Lo lllos 3tatod bLomt the mttoched coPreapundence ls
sglf=axplun.tory, Saye t.nt Lis ooousion for o lotter ut tola tise ia that the tational
+fusow cofiioe 18 mvics ite onnusl aootis. st the fiotell Coomodore Lo Januurys = =
melomire = Lottor to i olbert  brahososon, E;w' “nbley dele PO T
gphrels 1. Tocbopg stofln: that witecled lo dmelt of ¢ lobter, nddrossed ta T, fdlegelaan,
far tie siemtuse of the o noldents tatoo Bt N4 iToaldent 'sa frw uoobly sl ned
letters of t ia cheretor,nleo situehed coples oF othur lettora wijeh the (ralfent haa
alrned, = =iz, nopott o= Jar. 1, 1945, ! a semarealus Tor the Lapl, of <tote furmrded
tha oBows Sarroapos jones for reonsasadntlon by tho Jbate ooty JTurther cdvises thob
wrdee 1bo of Juie LLRN, 1044, M. dillisn dogpomenld of tha ‘ntional ‘ofuges -orvioe,
roooived n lopcthy iettur Uro: bhe (realieat 1= pecomlition ¢ the tonth sonivessary of
iz, topenenld%s work clth tha SorvicO.= = edocormniug P ke, PMnasett coted Jon. 6, 1945,
sopmapilae & druft of & lottes o leh the Srwaldont omy lgh ta ol io ™ (ke oLl = =
Ta  ceaidomt ot June B, 045, {0 0 letter to Nr. O eTled . Uegeloan, | ealfeat Satlocal
mfarae Jorvice, Ing.,. o York, T Y, s=fd " Tho sctisfyins o djuatsants Aede LY faay o=
Feeen who Snye besn ndoiited $o owr coupbry in PeQent FUGTD ATO BA OO oLE iny deionatpo-
tion of the oasertisl nxundneas of ogr poliey © eaylum to thooe oppreased for roaacos
af rece, reliclon o politleel Lulio®s - thes Bre mny oo hove joined cur nroed
forros, o oor acholars, wisstisgts vnd profeasicnal poopla 2 fewe Smdo subatentinl
anrteltutions te the mr efforts =g Sntlsnel Befu-eo epvicoe hus hwlped to fmellituste
tee i odfjustonts ond uws thus anrlched the gmmunlsy 1o of tho antloc. Sooe favValuabl
serviess should bo eontizued so lun od thay =ay —a roqnimed.”

e = PF TLOO
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LENORAHDUS FOR THE PRESIIENT
Jan . m. 19“! L’f-‘{??

Tue Director of die Vurenu of the Rudget wrgke ¢ the Food Farcel Frogrem
for Intornees in Eneay Coacantraticn cnd Jofusos Cmsps. sttoches for tho President's
sigueute ¢ mencrondum Lo the Sparutary of the Treasury, the Uhninean af the smerican
uatioanl Red Cross -nd the Tygeutive Dizector of tha .er defijee Bosrd, outhorizisg the
oxpeadlsure of 1,125,000 froi the Jornien Wor Aslief funds sllocated to the Sroasury
Department for the purchase of food pareels to bLe distributed to unessinileted persc.s io
congentretion end rerfugue catpa i- terpitories now imld or occupled by the ensay. The
Bpitigh opd sporiesn Slocknde authoritics hove opproved the  roposed Jrogran und the
Interruticanl Gowmittes of the lad Uress will 4iztribute she -arcels, docoomends the
approvel of this zeguost, = ~Prosidontinl kemovendus for Secratory of the Treasury dated
Jen, 71, 1045, stoting thut since the procuremsnt aod sliipaont «f the 285,000 food pack=
ages Tor distribution %o wietiza of enemy perascutlon in Furppo, Teferred to in his
peee s 0f Sestember 12, 1944, heve baor successfully completed, the sxecutiva Tirectc
of the Jar Zafusee Soord hes rocomended slet gn additionnl 300,000 tiree-kilo food [arce
be procured by this Sovormoaens Jor sirdlar alstritition to unessioiloted perzond in con=
coatrnbion cnd palfusee ensps letuted lu that art of —urops oow Leld or poeupied by the
anear. Tha President directs thet oertein ssops oo aken imecdielely. - Tue nouLlijuted
balunees of fugds nlloz ted teo the Treugury Cecortasnt fro: she spprogristions for forelg
er Telief, continood syailoble until June 30, 1945, by the Jagond —eflciency appropria=
tion .ot, 1944, stsll e eynilubls to the Scepastery of She Creeaury up o o yolue of
41,125,000 to procurs commarcielly shese peroels wad for roimbursanent to the aserdcin
mtlonel Ged Ciwas for thu cost of wmyehousing aithin the United Stetes and the ultluate
trupsjartetion of those [arcela to the Internotionnl Coxmittee of tho Aed Uross. o8
apreed betWasn SHonJury FTOCUrSROLT Divisisn cnd the -or dsrujes board, the “irector of
Procurasant abell orzsnge for b [gpchtse of shess porcels for gelivery to the soerioon
Yetiounl Hed Cross. -uo Chaimsn of e s clesn Uetiopel Med Oross sanll erraage for th
smpebousiog wlthio the United Stites und shipping of food puroels o she Iateractionel
Sosittes of the ded Cross for ultlmeto distrioution wion;; such unossinileted persons.
Pre Zpecuslys Director of tho ur dsiugos Soerd sasll exercize over=sll responaibllity
pep this project. - =Fonoiled fotution - GPlg. Tesd. to Oudged e

3es - B2
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O'COIMOR, Hon. Masil
chairman, Awsrican Red Croes,
-.fll].iﬂgtﬂn, D. C.
Mar. 27, 1945.

Letter to the President submits sumuary of recent discusaions between American
#at1l, Med Cross and Genersl O'Dwyer of War Refugee Board, in connection with their pro-
pum of furnishing food for distribution umAer the Bupervision of the Internstional Red
froas Comm. o persons in ¢amps in Germanseontrclled territory not assimileted to civilian
{ntornees, Wed Cross wes sble to solve all problems except onei Yar Refugee Board needs
ndditional funds Tor fereign wer relief purposes which will have to be appropriated or
jecured from soma source other than the Netl. Red Cross, (Carbon copy retained for files.)
= =Progidentisl Memorandum for the Director of the Buiget dated Apr. 2, 1945, the Presi-
dent snid "Feor vour informetion and the necessary sction.”

Sce - 124
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