


~,.,..~ll"r'\ot«~ ~ ~\Atfi..,Uff 

- r' ~ 
\ . ' 

5' f./ I I 

FO~ RELEASE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1944 . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PltESIDENT 

-/r WM RERJGU IOMD 

WAS~GTOH . D. c. 

GERIWI BlTBI!IIIWIOII CAIIPS - AUSCIIIIITZ AND !!IRUIW! 

It 111 a tact 'bol7011d denial. that the O.l'IIAnll haft deliber&tel;r 
and .,-.watical.l,y IUJ'dered ld.lliona ot :lJmooent ci:ri.llana - J.,.. 
and Cbrhtian.l al.ilce - all over Ellrope, This campaia:n ot terror 
and bntal.it;y wldch 1e 'Wiprecadented in all bietor;y and wldch 
even n01r ~.unabated, 1a part ot tha 0..-o plan to nb3u.. 
gate the tree peoples ot the world, 

So molting and dillbolical. are the 0.l'IDIJ1 atrocities thet 
the a1nda ot ci'fillsed people t1nd it dir.t1cult to balieft that 
the;y haft actuall;y taken place, lbt the gonnaente ot the 
United States and ot ether eOWltriae haft nidence wbi.ch clearl;r 
eubetantJ.etea the !acta , 

The War Re1'upa Board 111 engqed in a desperate et!ort to 
e&ft as IIIU\r ae possible ot H1tJ..er'e intended 'rict1aa, To !aoil.­
itate· ite work the Board bee representatifts in key IIJ)Ote in 
Europe, These ,.preaentatifta heft tested contacts tbroughout 
Europe and keep the Board ~ ad'riaed cond.J:'IIing the O.l'IIAil -
paign ot extermination and torture, 

Recentl;r the Board rece1ftd traa a repreaentatift close to 
the scene t wo e,._witnesa aceOWlta ot events wbich occurred in no­
torious axterar:l.nat1oo ca.pe eatablillbed b;y the O.noaDII , The t1ret 
report 1a beeed upon the uperiencea ot t1ro :YOO!ll Slovaldan J.,.. 
who escaped in .t.pr111 1944 atter s pend1ng two ,..are in the lfaa1 
conoentr&t1on ca.pe at Auacbllits and Bl.rl<enau in aoutm..atern 
Poland, Tile aecond report 1e 188de b;y a ne»-J...Uh 1'011eh M3or, 
the on1;r nrri.'fOr ot one group illpriaOPed at Auacbllita. 

The two reports """' prepared indapelldentl;r and are repro­
d:uoed e:mctl;r 1n tile tom tbe;y ftre ,.oa1ftd b;y tba War Re1'upe 
Board, except !or a !<nr delet1ona necea8&1'7 tor tile protection ot 
pereona who ~ et1ll be .:U.'ft, The figures conoem1ng the eize 
ot the Jfnriah OOimJ18 and the naabera ot •n and w.-en adld.tted 
to the two eampe cazmct be taken as ... t~t1cal.l,y amctJ and, 
in !act 1 are declared by the autbora to be no 110,. tban ...U.ble 
approxiat1ona, Tbe;y are accepted as euch by tile Board, 

The Board baa ever;y reason to believe that tileaa reports 
present a true picture ot the !righttul happenings 1n tbaae 
camps , It 1a 1ll8ld.nt! the reports public in the .t1rl:l comiot1on 
that they should be read and understood b;y all Americana, 

lfoftabar 1 1944 
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THE E1Ttli11'!INATION CAI11'S Of' AUSCI61ITZ (OS>Iieeim) , 

in Upper Silesia. 



FOREWOJ\D 

Two young Slovak Jll'll8 - • hose !\MileS will not be diacloeed for 

the t~e being in tho intereot of their own safety - havo been 

fort unnte en~ug)! to escape o.fter upondinfl two year~ in the concen­

tration Clmpa of BIRICE!IAU, AUSO!'II'l7. ard lJJilUl/4\/.JDANEK, llhere 

they had been deported in 1942 f l'OIII •ilOVAKIA. 

One of thea wat~ sent on April 1) , 1'.'42 from the u ambly camp 

of Shl>ED directly to AUSafi'II'l7. Md then to Bllf;I:.NAU , while the 

o ther was sent t:rom the camp of NO'/Atrl to lJJBLIN on Juno 14, 1942 

ond, after a shor t stay t here, tranoferr ed to 1\USCK\'IIT'.G and, l nt er, 

to BI H:EN AU . 

'!'he following rovort. does no t contain everything these two 

IUen expel'ienced during their captivity, but or.ly •·hat one or both 

togethe r underwent, hoard, or experi mced at flr :t 1\and. tlo 

incii vidual imprevsiono or jut•gn•mta ore recorned Wid no~hing 

passed on from h"ar8!1Y, 

'!'he r·eport. atat·tu with the story of the youn1~ J.,. who "as 

rfSllovo'd f rom bl:.llEii. The account of his experillll cea in BIRK!:NAU 

begins at the tiJiie the second Jew ruTived there o.nd is, theref ore, 

bused on the Btctanent.b of buth. '!'hen f ollows the individual 

nnrrativo of t ho second Je" who was uent from NOVAKY to lJJBLUJ 

and from there to AUSOO'IITZ. 

Tho declar ations tal ly with all the trustworthy yet f r agmen­

tary repo1-ts hitherto received, ond the dot es gl.von with regard 

to trat~eports t.o voriollll Clitip& agree with tho officinl reoor da . 

These e t r.tenents can, theref ore, be considered aa entirely crudible. 

• 



I. AOSCI!IITZ AIID BIRKEHAU 

On the 13tb April, 1942 our group, conaistine of 11000 men, 

waa loacled. into rail.road care at the aeseobl,y caJ:!P of SBRE:D. 

The doors ""re abut eo that not~ 10lld reveal the direction 

of the journey, and >dlon t .boy ""re opened a.tter a long llhlle we 

reali.zed tbat w bad croSMd the Slovak frontier and 118re in 

ZWARDOII. The tr41n bad untU t.ben been gwarded. by Hl.inka men, 

but waa now taken over by SS prda. After a few of the care 

bod been uneoupled from our convoy, '118 continued on our wzy 

arrivin& at ni&ht at AUSCHI'IITZ, 10here we stopped on a sidetrack. 

Too reaeon the other care were lett behind was apparently t he 

lACk of roam at AOSCHVIITZ. They joined us, oo\'iOver, a few ~ 

later. Upon arrival. .,. tere pl.D.ced in 1'01'111 of fiw and counted. 

There 'lll8re 643 of us. After a walk of about 20 airutea with rur 

heavy packs (1111 bod le!'t Slovalda '118ll equipped) , we reached 

the concentration camp of AUSCHVIITZ. 

l'ie '118re at once led into a huge barrack 'tllbere on the one 

aide '119 had to deposit all rur l uggage and on the other side 

ccmplotely undress, leaving our clothes and valuables behind. 

!laked, we then proceeded to an adjo1n1ne barrack where our 

heads and bodies were shaved and disinfected with 1yso1. At 

the exit eve:cy man waa given a number llhich began with 28, 600 

in consecutive order. Witb tb1a IlWllber in lwxi "" ,.,..., then 

herded to a third barrack 11bere sc>-called registration took 

place. This consisted of tattooing the numbers we bad r eceived 

in the second barrack on the left side of our chests. The ex­

treme brutality with llhicb tb1a was effected made maey of us 

faint. The particulars of our identity were s].so recorded. 

Then "" were led in groups of a hundrOO into a cellar, and 

later to a barrack 'ftbore >e '118re issued striped pri.eonera • 

clothes and 1100den clop. This lasted 1111tU 10 a.m. In tba 

a!'tsrnoon our prisoners• autfite 'Mlre taJr.en 11~ from us agnin 

and replaced b,y the ragged and dirty remains of Russian uni­

forms. Thus equj,pped we were marched off to BIRKEmU. 

AUSCHWITZ 1a a concentration c~ for poll ticnl prisoners 

under ac>-called "protective custody." At the time of"'¥ arrival, 

thet is 1n April of 1942, there """ about lS,OOO prisoners 1n 

the CIJI!IP, the majority of 'ftbom 'Mlre Poles, Germans, and civ111an 

R>.tseiane under protective custody. A small number of prisoners 

C4m8 under the categories of crim1ns1s and "work-Dhirkers, • 

AUSCI:IWITZ oamp headqua.rters contro1s at the ssme timO the 

'11Drk-CIIll1P of BIRJ<ENAU as well as the fam labor cemp of HAR.IEiiSE. 

All tbe prisoners arrive first at AUSCllilTZ 1lbere they are pro­

vided w1 tb prisoners 1 illmatr icu1atioo llUIIlbera end then are 

aither kept there, sent to BIRKENAO or, in very smnll numbers, 

to HARIIENSI!. The prisoners reoei ve consscutive numbers upon 

arrival. Eve:cy l'lllllber is only used once so thllt the 1aat rucber 
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always corresponds to the number of priaoners actually in the c~~mp. 

At the tl.JIIe o! our escape, t hat 11 to say a t the beeinning ot 

April, 1941., the n\lllber had rieun up to 180, ()()(), At the outoet 

the n1111bera were t•ttooed on the left breast, but later, due to 

their becoming blurred, on the left. foraiU'III. 

JJ.l pr1.110ners, irrespect.ive ot category or nationality, are 

treated the same. HOwever, to facilitate iduntit1cetion, they 

are d1stin&Ui.shad by various coloured triangles acwod on the 

clothing on the l.rt. breast under the U.atriculation n\Eibar. 

1he first letter indicates the nationa.llty of the priiiOnor . 

'lbio let ter (!or inatance •I"' for Poles) appearo in the middle 

ot the triangle. '!'he coloured triangles bllvo the following 

meanins• 

red triangle 

sreen 
black 

• 
• 

pink • 
violet • 

poll tic Ill prisoners undar 

protective custody 
profeaaional criainals 

"dodgers• (labor slacken), •a .. u ­
oocials• (mostly Russians) 

homosexuals 
rnfftbera ot the re.llgioua sect of 

"81bel!orscher• 

The Jewish prieonera differ from the Aryan priaonera in that 

their triangle (which in the maJority of caacs 1& rod) is turned 

into a David ' s star by adding yellow points . 

Within the enclosure or the caop of AUSCI!\TI'l'Z. ther e are 

several !actoriea 1 a war production plant, Deutecher 

Au!l11.stungnerk (mW), a factory belonging t o the YJ\UPP 

works and one to the SIEI.IDIS concern. Outside the boundary 

of tbe czp is a tremendous plant covering uevera l square 

kilometers named "BUllA. • The prisoners work in llll tbe 

aforement ioned factories. 

The prisoners' actua l living quarters, if auch a term Ql!y 

at all be used, in:lide the C81;1p proper cover an area of approxi-

118tely 500 bY )00 meters sw·rounded bY a doubl e row of concrete 

poets about ) meters high which are coMected (both ineide and 

oubside) with one anothor by a dense netting of hif#l-tenaion 

wires fixed into the poets b;y insulators. BetwHII these two rows 

ot posts, at intervals of 150 meters, there are 5 motor~ hiRh 

watchtowers, equipped with machine suns and aearch.l16hte. In 

front cf tho inner high-tension circle thero is further an ordi­

nary wire fence. llerely touching this fence is answered by 

a stream ot bullets from tho watchtowers . 'lbia syetea is called 

" the 5mall or inner cbnin ot sentry poate. • 'lhe caap itaelt is 

compoood of throe rows of houses . Between the ! irat and second 
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row is the cw:p street, and botrrcon the second and third thoro 

used to be a wall. The Jewis.h girls deportod from Sl.ovald.a in 

Ullrch ard April, 1942, ewer ?,CXXJ of them, lived in the houses 

separated by this wall up to the td..dd.le of August, 1942. Arter 

theca girls had been removed to mllKEH.W, the wall between the 

eocond and third r<flf of houses tills removed. The camp entry 
road cuts across the row of houses, while over the entrance 
&ate, which is of course al~ heavily &uarded, stands the 
ironic inscription: "'l'ork brirea !reedOCI. • 

At a radius of SOIUI 2, 000 l!llltors the whole car.p is encircled 

by a second lino cal1ed 11the b:l.g or outer chain of sentry posts• 

also with watcbtCIII'ers every 150 cutters . Between the inner azx1 

outer chain of sentry posts are tho factories and other workshops. 

The towers of t he innor clnin are olll.y canned at n1&ht when the 

high-tension current ia switched into the double row of wires . 

During daytime the garrison of the inner chain of sentry posts 

is withdrawn, ard the !Min take up duty in the outer cha.in. 

!scapo throu&h these sentry posts - ard ...any attempts h4ve been 

code - is pract1cal1;y i.cq)ossible. Oetting through tho inner 

circle of posts at night is comploto1y impoesible , and the 

toTIOrs of the outer ehein ore so close to one another (one 
every 150 mters, i . e . giving each tower a sector with 
a ?.5-ceter radius to watch) thllt npproaehing unnoticed is 
out of the quootion. The gusrds shoot without warning. 
The carrison of the outer chain is withdrawn nt twilight , 

but only after it ·bas been ascertnined that all the prisoners 

aro within tho inner circle. II the roll call t'eveala that 
a prisoner is cissing, sirens il:cediately sound tm alano. 

The men in t he outor chain remain in their towers on the 

loclcout, the inner chain is manned, and a systematic search is 

bogun by hundreds of SS guards ard blocclhounds. Tho siren bri.ngo 

the wbole surround.ing countryside to a state of alam, so that it 

by od.racle the escapeo h:ls been :~uccesst'ul in getting throu&h 

the outer chain he is nearly certain to be caught by OM of the 

numerous Gorman police o.nd SS patl'ols . Tho escapee is !'urther­

lli0%'0 handicapped by his clean-shaven head, his striped prisoner ' s 

outfit or rod patches scmn on his clothing, and tbe passiveness 

of the thoroughly intiod.dated inhabitants . The cere fact of 

neglecting to give in!onoation on the "'hereabouts of a prisoner, 

not to speak of extendinj: help, is punished by death . Providod 

that the prisoner !las not been caU{lht sooner, the gat'rism of 

tho outer chain of sentry posts ro~ns on the watch for three 

~ and nichts a.rter which delll;y it is pN!Sucod that tbe escapco 

has succeeded in breald.ng throU{lh the double circle. The follOII'­

ine n1~:ht tha outer guard is •lithdrawn . II tho escapee is cau(lht 
ali vc, ho is hanged in the. prcaonco of the whole ca.~p; but it he 

is found dead, his body - wherever it Cl8:1 haw been l ocated - is 
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broueht back to C81!1P (it. is easy to identity the corpse by means 

of the tattooed n1111bor) end coated at tho entrence gat6, a l!lUll 

notice clasped in hiS hnnda , reading: "Her e I 81:\. • 1.\!.ring our two 

years' ~prisonnent many atteapta to escape were aade by priaonere 

but, 1d th the oxcoption o! two ot· three, all wero brought back 

dead or alive . It is not known whether t he two or throo escnpoes 

who were not eau@)lt actually l!'lllnaged to eot away. It can, however, 

be asserted that among tho Jews who were deported !rom SI.OVAJ<IA 

to AUSQII'II'IZ or 8I llK1'11AU we o.re the only two who wer e l ucky enough 

to save ourselves . 

As stated previously, we were trar.s!orred !rom AUGQMI'IZ t o 

BI!iXENAU on the day o! our o.rri\'ol. 

Actually there 1a no auch district oa BIBKENAU. l:.'ven t he 

word BIP..!CilNAU is nel'l in that it has been •adopted" ! rom the noarby 

Sirch forest (BRI::ZINSKY) . '!he diStrict now called BI1il0:.7UU was , 

and ia still, col.led " RAJSKA• by the local population. '!he exis t ­

ing camp center of BIRKhNAU lies 4 kilometers. distant f rom 

AUSCHIII'I'Z. '!he outer contro l zones of both BII«DDAU end AUSCHWITZ 

meet end are merely eepnr~ted by a railway track. We never found 

anything out about I®V-~RUII, probably about 30 to 40 kilometors 

a way which, oddlY enouah, we had to indicate aa postal district 

for BI!!KWAU. 

At the time of our arrival in BIBI®IAU we found there only 

one huge kitchen for lS, OOO people and three stone buildinge, 

two of which wore completed and one under construct ion. '!he 

buildings were surrounded by an ordinary barbed wire fence. '!he 

prisoners were housed in theae buildings and in otbera later 

constructed. All are built according to a standard model . Each 

bouse is about JO meters long and 8 to 10 meters wide. Ylhereaa 

the height of the wolla hardly exceeds 2 meters, ths roo! is 

disproportionately high - about 5 meter s - so that tho hnuso 

gives the impression of a stable surmountod by a large hayloft, 

!here 1a no inner ceiling, ao that the rooca r eoches a be,ight of 

7 meters in the center; in other words the pointed roofing rests 

directly on the four wall&. '!he room is divided in two by 

a partition rumine ita whole length mwn tho ad.ddle and fitted 

Ylith an opt!ning to enable communication between the two psrta 

thus s.eporated. Along both side walli , as well aa along the 

ad.ddle partition, two parallel noora, 801110 80 cent~eters 

apart, have been built which are in turn divided into small 

cella by vertical partitions. Tbua ther e are throe f loors • 

the ground floor Md the two built in the aide wall.s. Normally 

three people Uvo in each cubicle. As can be judged from the 

dimensions indicated, these cubicl es are too narrow for a man 

to lie stretched out and not high enough for h1lll to sit upright . 
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There b no queotion of having enough apace to stand upright . In 
thi& ~ SCZ¥1 400 to 500 pcoplo are a<:cCICCodated in one h01.13C or 
"blocY. , " as they are also cal.1ed. 

The present C4t\P of a:IRJQ"21AU covers an area of a.,.., 1,600 by 
500 ceters wldch is surrOW'lded - eiailar ~o AUSCh«<T'l - by a ~o­
called GCUlll or inner chain of sontey ponts . Work is nc"' 
proceeding on :>. still 1ar&er co:npo\llld >1hieh is to be added 
latel' on to the already exi.stine Clltlp. Tho purpose of this 
extensi vc plamiq; is not knom> to us . 

:<ithin c radius of 2 ldla::ctcrs, cs ttith AUSCiilii'I'Z, 
BI?.K~AC is also suri:'C'"olllded by an Cl'.>tar chain of sentey post !! 
llith the ~ tJPC of w.tch systec e.s at AUSCll;'1ITZ. 

Tho bulldina;; -.e fou:tci on our arrhel lnd been erected b;; 
121000 Rms!.an prisoners of war b:-ou~ there in Olceober, 1941. 
1n severe Td.nter weather they had to '110rk under inhucan condi­
tions "" n result or which 1:1ost of then, \11th tho exception of 
a small number coployed in the ld.tchcn, died o:: exposure . ThO"/ 
were nllll'horo<l !'rom 1 to 121000 in c series Ylhich had no connec­
tion ·.-.1. th the orclina:;- O&!P numberi.P.g :Jystel:l p roviously described. 
V:ncnevor froah convoys of Russian priooncra arrived, they ''"'re not 
issue<! the current AUSC!li'iiTZ prisoner numbers, but receiwd tho:lc 
of deceased Rusoi<L'UI in the l to 12, 000 series. It ie , thorefo:-o, 
difficult to ooti=ta hcnr c;.aey priooncra or this categoey paoco<l 
througl> tOO c~~::~p. Apparent:tr Russians wore transferred to 
.!.USCJ!rol:T'l or BIRKElAU on disc:iplina.ty grounds fra:> reb'llar 
prisoner-of-nr camps. lr:: found Tlh.ot rer.>ained or the lluniana 
in n terrible Gtato of destitution and noclect livir.g !r. tho 
unfiniehod buildinl; mthout tho 3li.llhtcot protection agair.ot cold 
or rain. Thoy died "en msse ." H\lndredo and thousanls of thoir 
bodies >lOre buried su..oerficially 1 opread:lnt; a stench of pcotilonco. 
Later we had to OXl'lUilc and bum tho corp3es . 

A T."tlCI! before our arrival. in AUSCHI'iiT'l tho first croup or 
Jews rcacbcd the canp1 (the ....,.,.,n t:Ore dca.lt llith separately and 
received nu:ibera parallel to those of tho !:len; the Slovalc 'II'CCO!'I 

received serial n~.~~:~bers frca l to 81 000) 1,320 naturalized French 
Jen3 fiCI:I Paric. They were nucborecl fioa 27,500 omoa.rds . It ie 
clcnr, t!lorerore , tlnt bet7~een this French ~;roup an<! our convoy 
no other con arrived in AUSCH\UTZ, since ne have alreoey pointed 
out that our numbot•a started with 281 6cX;l . >:e found the 700 French 
Jews who l'!llro still nlivc i:t terrible condition, the missing GOo 
havine clicd within a wee!< aftor their arrivel . 

The follolline catcgorico ""re !:ousod in the three CO!:Iplotod 
bulldin(lo: 
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l. The co-called 11p1'01111noncia11 : professional cri:airuU.s 

and older i'oUsh political ;>risoners who wure in charge of tho 

administr ation of tho ca!lp. 

II . The reawindor ot the Fronch Jews, n""'el.y soa~e 700, 

I [1 . 'Ilia bl,) ori81nal Slovak JeVIs to whom " ore 11dded n few 

days later thouo who had been left at Z'MRlDN. 

lV. 'those hlssiAns who were still alive and hDusud in the 

unfinished buillling u well as in the open air and whose nllllbers 

uiloinishod uo ropial.y thu t as n group they are scarce l.y 1'101" th 

aum t ioning. 

Tbgether with the r emaining Rusoian p1·isoners tha Slovak 

Jews worked at the construction of buildings, 11hora"s the ~'rench 

Jews had to do spade work . N'tor three dayu l was order <.d , to­

gether with 200 other Slnvak Jaws 1 to work in the nennan IU'ma.11en t 

factories a t hUS<:II\1I'l'L, but we continued to be housed in BlR!!~IAU . 

We left oNrly in the morning returning at night nnd 110rkod in the 

carpentry 11hop as well as on road construction. Our food con-

sis ted of one lHre of tum ip soup 4t Ctinooy and :300 (ll'a.'liS of bod 

bread in the evening. Wnrking conditions wor<1 inconceivably hard, 

so that the majority of us, wellkened by starvation and tho in­

edible rood, could not stand it. '!he mortalit)' ~tas 110 high that 

every day our group ot 200 had )0 to )5 dead. llan)' wore simply 

beaten to death b)' the overseers - the "C4pos• - during work, 

without the slightest provocation. '!be gnps in our ranks caused 

by those denths wero replaced d4il)' by prisoners from BiliKJalAU. 

Our return at nip;ht wns ~xtr ... el)' paini'ul And dangerous, as we 

had to drag al ong ovor a distAnce of 5 kilometers our tools , fire 

wood, heavy caldrons, and the bodies of those ..,o had died or had 

been killed during the working·day. \'lith these heavy londa we 

were forcad to aa.intl\in a brisk pace, and lltiYOne incurrinQ the 

oispleasure of one of the •capos'' Willi cruol.ly knocked do....,, if 

not beaten to death. Until tho arrival nf the second group of 

Slovak oen soae 11. days later, our origino.l. n~nber load dwindled 

to 150. At night wu were counted, the bodios of the dead were 

piled up on nat, nerro .... gnuge ears or in a truck and brou&ht to 

the Birch Fore11t (I!IU:.UIISKI) where the)' wore burned in a tr..nch 

several lnetero deep nnd about 15 meters long. b.very day on our 

way t.o work we mot a working part,- or )00 Jewish girls from 

Slovakia who were 001ployed on ground work in the vicinity. They 

were dressed 1n old 1\ussian uniform rags and wore wooden clogs . 

Their beads were shaven and, unfortunntel,y, we could not opeak 

to them. 
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tkltU t.he al.tldle or ~, 1942, a total o! four convoys of 

ma.lc Jcmo from Slovakia arrived nt 8IRKEilAU and llll rceoi'91l<! 

simUar treatmont to ours . 

Fl"CD the !iret and aoeond transports 120 cen wero chosen 
(inclwinc cysel!} ar.d placod <>t tho di:spa:~al of the adz:dnistra­

tion of tho camp or AIJSCH'o7ITZ, Tlhich WliS in nood of doctors, 

dentists, intellectuals , aM clcri(O. This croup consioted of 

90 Slovlll< and 30 French Jo'lllJ. M I had in tlla manti.mo J:l:lllaiod 

~o r.ork r;.· ><cy up to ll aocd position in 8IRKI:llAU - boine in 

com.encl of a &t'OUI' of 50 ncn, "'hicb had broUOl}lt ce considerabl.o 

advantat;e - I at first felt reluct~ to loavo !or AUSCirit'ITZ. 

IlO't'ICvor, I was finally pornuaded to eo and loft. After eis)rt; 

,;~.,., 18 doctors 3nd attendants ~ 11ell as three further persons 

·.rore selected !roc this croup of 120 intcllectu:Us. Tba doctors 

11ere u.ood in the •sick buUding" or "hCGpital" at AUSClt'IITZ, 

tthile ne three wore sent back to ID!!Y.DIAU. ~two comrades, 

l3disl4v DraWl !roc Tmava and Gross fr= Vrbove (?}, both of 

'l1!loQ ha"" sinCe died, 11ere sent to t.be Slovak block while I r.aa 
ord.ercd to the French section t:herc we were otlj)loycd nt collect­

in<: "personal dllt.a11 and at 11nursin(: the sick." The rer.lllin1nc 

99 pcr:~ona ""re sent to work in the crnvel pit where they all 

died within a short time. 

Shortl<; thereafter ll ao-c.:llled "sick-building" (Krankcnbo.u) 

\'Ill:> Get up. I t """ dcstinod to bococo t.he nuch dreaded "mock 7" 

nhero <>t first I wao chief <>ttendant ~nd l~ter adcinistrator. 

The cb1ct or this •Wirlllar.f'' was a Pole. Actua::.l<; this bu1ld1ng 

was nothing else t h.ln an ~tssor.ibl.y centre ror doa.th conclidates . 

All prlsonors incapable of wo;-kin& Ttere sent there. There \'130 no 

question or rJI>;t ccdiclll attention or care. We had SOilll 1.50 dead 

daily and their bodies were :1<:nt !or crenation to AUSCH\iUZ . 

At the same time tho co-called "oeloctions• wero introduced. 

Tlnce wookl<;, l.!Onclo.vs llrd ThUl·cdo.vo, the caop doctor 1n11cntod 

the nl.l:ilior of pr!.:lonc:-s 11ho lTero> to be gllSsod and then bu.-ned . 

Those •seloctocs• lro!'e loaded into truck3 and broucht to the 

IJircb Forcot . Those stUl alive upon ~trrlval T.:ere g<>osod in 

a bie bllrrac:;. erected near tho trench used for burning the 

bodico . The wol:ly "draft" in de<ld !roc "lll.ock 7 " wus about 

2,000, or WOO 1 1 200 died of •natural death" Md about 800 

tllrouch •oeloctJ.on. • For those vho had n~ boon •oelected• 

" dcnth corti!'icato "'"" iasUDd and sent to tho central admi.r\13-

tration at O!WIIENDUilG, whorcas for the "selectees" a opocial 

register we kopt with tho indication •s.s." ("Sonclorbchandelt" -

c;>cci.al trc<>tmnt}. !Jnt.ll J<lnuaey l.S, 194J, up to l'l'hich tico 

I wao ~tdc1nl.stn.tor of "llloc.k 7" and therefore in n position to 

dircctl.;t observe happcninao, ca:e 50,000 pri11onors died of 
11Mtur4l denth 11 or by "aoloction·." 



- 10-

A8 prov.louslY described, tho pr1aonora were numbered oon­
sec:uti vely ~ that we are able to reconstruct fairlY clearlY 
t.he1r order of aucceasi on and the fate "hich befell each 
separate con-oy on arrival. 

'!he fil"'lt aale Jtn!d.ah transport reacb1ns msanuTZ t or 
BII.mlAU wu COilpoood, aa aentioned, ot 1, )20 naturali.zad 
rrench J ... benrins approximatelY the following numberas 

27, 400 - 28,600 
28,600 - 291 b00 In April, 1942 the f1rot oonvoy of 

&lovnk Jawa (our oonvoy ), 

291600 - 29 , ?00 100 ll8l'l (Aryena) froa varioua concentra­
tion c:atlps. 

29, ?00 - )2, ?00 ) ooaplete oonvoys ot Slovnk Jews. 

)2, ?00 - 3),100 400 professional crilninala (Aryans) trora 
\Torsn prisons . 

331100 - 351 000 1,900 Jews from Craoow. 

35, 000 - 36,000 1, 000 Poles (ArYans) - 1.10lit1cal prisoners . 

)6, 000 - 3?, 300 In llay, 1942 - 1, )00 Slovak J8lls f rom 
WBLIN-W.JU"IHEK. 

3?1 300- 37,900 600 Poles {Aryan~~) from Rl.lDI, Dlll<llltat 
t.hets1 a t n J 8lls. 

)?,900 - 38, 000 100 Poles from tbe conct~>tration c&D~p of 
llkQ!AU. 

381000 - )8, 400 /,00 French naturaUzod J""s who arrived 
wi tb t.hoir feml.liea. 

'lh1a wholo oonvoy oonsisted ot about l,bOO 1nd1 vi<l>ala ot 
wbocl approximat.ly 200 &irls and 400 men nre acbl.tted to the 
ca:~p, while t.t.e r811le1.n1ng 1,000 pereona (-.en, ol.cl people, 
children na well as man) were aer.t without further procedure 
troa the rai lr<Wld aiding directlY to tbe Birch Forest, and t.her.: 
gaased and burned. From tbis 111001«1t on a.l.l Jewish convoys were 
dealt wit.h in tha ..... Mnner. Approx1mately 10 percent ct the 
r:ten and S percent of the 'I!Omen llere allott.ed to the caape and 
the remaining medlora wore immediately goooed. this procoeu ot 
eJ<t.ermination hAd nlrendy been 1.ppl1ed earlier to tho Pol1ah Jewo. 
turin& long months, without interruption, trucks brought thousands 
of Jews fro• the various " ghettos• direct to the pit in the 
• atrkemrald. • 
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:;8,400- )9, :>00 BOO nnturallsed French Jps, the r uaindru· 
ot the ocrrvoy was - as pnrvi.ously described -
gasaed. 

39, 200 - 40,000 8CO Poles (Aryar$ ) , political prisonora. 

401 COO - 4C,l50 150 Slovalc Jews ldth their !sm.l..U~s. 

Out.:Jido ot a group of 50 girls aont 
to the ~·s caq>, all other ""'"bere 
w~ro gaD&od in the Birch Forest. A100~ 

the 150 mon " ho c&oe to c11111p there were 
a ce rtuin Zucker {Cbri~tian name unknown) 
and Sonnenschein, Vlllam, both lro• 
Eaatom Slovalcia. 

40,1~0 - 4:3 1 800 1-Pl'l'Ox!...ately 4 1 0<Xl French naturalized J...,s, 
almost. all intellect.ualtJ; 1,000 '110016n .,..re 
dir ected to the women • e camp, >wbil6 t.b~ 
bnl&nce of about 3,000 porr.ons were caosod 
in the usual manner. 

t,),eO:> - 44, 200 400 Slovalc Jews fro• UJBLIII, including 
IJatej Klein end KQ, 1.38201 J.:eiloch L&ul'er 
trom ~tom Slovslda. This convoy 
arrived on June 30, 1942. 

44,200- 451 000 200 lllovnk Jews. The convoy conaiatod of 
1, 000 persons, A nu111bor of YX>men W6re sent 
to t !te >10aon•s camp, tbu r est gaaeed in the 
Birch l'bod. J.cong the prisoners sent t.o 
csrr.p weres Jozef Zelmanovic:, Snina -
Adolf Knhnn, Bratislava - Walter keichmann, 
Sucnny - !lather .Kahan, lb·o~islava. 

45, 000 - 1,7, 000 2, 000 FroncMen (Aeyo.na), =uniote and 
other poll tieal prUonors , acong whoa we:-e 
t.be brot.hor of Thore: and tbe young brother 
of !.ton Bl~~~t. The lAtter was atroeioiJaly 
tortured, tben ga&sod and burned. 

~7,000- 4? , 500 500 Jewo from Holl~nd , in the majority 
Ge:"DM or.tit:rants . n,o rest of the convoy, 
&bout 2, 500 persor..s, anaaod. 

471 500 - /,? ,800 ;\bout :JUO Go-c:alled 1\uo&iona und~~r pro­
tective CUDtod;y. 
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481 300 - 48, 620 )20 Jews from Slovalda. About 70 girl.a were 
transferred to the WOCien ' 11 ca:tp, the r emainder 1 

some 650 people, gaesed in the Birch Wood. 'lhis 

convoy included about 80 peopl.e whc bad been 
hended over by the Hungarian pclice to the c11111p 

ot SERY.D. Others trora thill convoy werer 

Dr. Zoltsn l!andel (since deceased) - Holz 
(Christian nBrne unkno1m), butcher from Piestany, 

~ikloo &\gel, ZUina - Cha1m Katz, Snina, (his 
wife and 6 chUdren were gassed). 

49 1 000- 64,800 151 000 naturalized French, Belgian, and IAltch 
Jews. This figure certainly reprosentG less 

than 10 percent of the total convoy. '!hill was 

between Jul.y l and September 1.5, 1942. Large 

family convoys arrived from various European 

countries and were at once directed to the 
Birch Wood. The special. squad (•~derkommando" ) 

Elllpl.oyed for gassing and burning worked in day and 

ni&ht shifts. Hundreds of thousands of Jews wore 

gaseed during this peri od. 

64, 600 - 651 000 200 Slovak Jaws. Out of this transport about 100 

women were ocbit tad to the cap, the rest ot the 

gassed and burne d. Among the newly arrived were• 

Ludwig Katz, Zilina - Avri Burger, Bratislava -

Poprad (wife dead) - .llikulas Steiner, Povazska 

Bystrica - Juraj Fried, Trencin - &chwald -
Josef Bosenwosser, Eastern Slovakia - Jul.ius 

Neuman, Bardejov - Sandor Wer theimer, vrbove -

llisi Wertheimer, vrbove - Bel a Blau, ZUina, 

651 000 - 68, 000 Natur11li2.ed French, Belgian, and IAltch Jews. 

tlot more thlln 1, 000 women " ere •selected• and 
sent to the cap. '!he others, at the lowest 

estimate )01 0001 were gassed. 

71, 000 - 801 000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and IAltch J aws. 
The prisoner& brought to the canp hardly 

represen t 10 percent o! the totsl transport. 

A conservative estimate >OOul.d be that 
approximately 65, 000 to 70,000 persons were 
gassed. 
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C)1; L.CCbo!' 17, 1942, the 200 TO~ SlO'IU Jra, ~ho so­
e&U..s ·~ 5q'.nd• a:qll~ 1n auol.t\-: ond blom1n6 tho 
c~, were L"l t.t.t.t:a e:xoeut.od. a.t. Bl'kX.:laU. 'ftW)' wero 
o.x.ocut.od !or ba•ina pla."l."lltd. t.o mt.\lz\1 ..nd tDcapo. J. Jew 
bot,......d \.ho1r propaot10110. 'i'h1o ~h'.l\11 Job hlld to be 
• .a!: on OVI'l!' by a g:roup o! 200 Pol..1.ch Jowo Who hacJ Jut u­
rl•,.l .at caq~ !r~r- t:AitCM'. 

rhc men belona!..~ to t.bo "opoc:ial eqWld• 11vcx.l 
oopnntt.olY • On a.ecoun~ ot t.ho dro:Wt\ll moll apr1:1&d by 
t~D, pCIOplo M tl but littlo cootnot with t.hoc. Daoidos 
t.hoy wore Mwo~ Cllthy', doctituttl, lnlt u1l.t! and axtraord1-
n.ar1.l.y bt-uta.l and ruthlos3. It. nno not wt:on:~on to GOO ono 
or thea kUl another. Thil w.co considorotl lq tlw ot.l'era 
c eoncat.1on, a chAnge. On:! aix:!PlY recon:IO't that mabor 
s~-40 h:l.d died . 

Once I was an C"JO-lT'itnc:ut when o YC!'.Onf! i olloh Jew ~d 
Joo:sel dm-On$tl"&t.od •::eicnlWc .. mc"dor on o JfiW 1n t.he 
pNoor\CO o£ l1:\ $e pt'd. !ill u:iod no woa.,an, ~)" !\1o bare 
t.anJ:ll 1 to k:Ul h1.!s Yi.ctin. 

~o. 11),000 r:aria: 'tobc bc;L'U"'..!nc of t.ho ays~t.ic ox\.or:d­
n·t.ion ot tho ?oU:;.b ptt.:xo. 

80, CXJO - 8S
1
0C0 Ap;n•oxiDat.<->~7 5,000 Jcnrl iroa YOr10U.S &hettoo 

1n tlLJA'!U - l;tc~orc - ::.XCIIIllO.I - I.Ol:U. - GHD!t:O -
KW.GSTOK. 

For tally )0 ~ ts~ck-convqye arrivod 
l'd.t.hou.t. lnternapt.ion. ~ S, OOO porSCRJ 
\·,-ere 'ent t;o tl~ conooni.Nt.lOC'I C41:1); 4ll 
the ot!'lors woro t4a~ad o.t. onco. 'i'ho 
" :;pecial sqUDd" 'to)!,cod in t.TIO oh1fts, 
24 hours doJ.J.y ozxi waa aco.rcoly able to 
~o with tho c:~.ooint; arvl Lw.•ning. Without 
.,._..~~""tine t t - be oaid that out or 
these convoyo coct: 30, CJO to JO,fX.IO r .. co1 ved 
"~pcc131 t.rca:.aont. . ·• rhceo t.n~.naport.D al~ 
brou!;ht 11' 4 oonoL!urablo OoQQ,I,nt o! ~y, 
v.Uuable:t, w-xi proc:1'-W .. ...,:. ... a .. 

' ~ , "X\l - 92, ,JOO 6, c:al Jaws !'raJ c tl4i0, J .... CGTOI and CJAC(I1 
as ftll as 1

1
0)0 A.!l·.a.n Palca . The mjodty 

or the .Jcorisll como:ra •ro dii'Kt~ , _ 
atd d31l.y 3bclut. 4,0)0 ~ WttrO r1V!lft 1nt.o 
tllC 1:0" chonbon. 
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o.ai ting room on tho floor bel.Oif, From thoro a door and n few 

stops lend dDI'rn into U\o •rery long lllld narl'OII' gaa chamber, 

'l'!lo wllll3 of this chaDilor are al.so c~od l'CI. tb siall.ated 

entries ·to s.'IO'ITOr roelll3 in ardor to misleAd tho vic tim:J , Tho 

roof i s f1 t ted with throe trnps which cnn bo he=etical.l.7 

closed fr<1111 tho outsido, A track lNds froa tho ~:as chal:lber 

towa.rds tho !ur!Uleo roOill, Tho gass1ni; talceo placo as follows: 

tho unl'ortunate victim3 are brought into hall {B) >Yhere they 

aro told to undNss. To oomplete tho f!.ction thAt they are 

goinc to bD.tho1 each person roca1V9o a towol and n aall piece 

of soap iseuod by t'ITO mon clD.d in white cants , Thon th"7 aro 

crowded into t.'lo gD.s chat:lber {C) in suclt numbers that t.'lerc 

is, of course, only sUincl1ng room. To compress this crowd into 

the narrow space 1 shots aro o.Cton firod to induoo those already 

at the far end to huddle st1ll clooor together. When evel')'bod¥ 

is inaido, tho heavy doers are closod, Then there is a short 

pause 1 prosumablT to all.orr tho room tcnperD. ture to rise to 

"' certain lsvel1 after •'lhich 9S men with gAS milks cl1111b on 

tho roof, open the trape, and shake down a preparation in 

pO"rldor f orm out of tin cans labelled "CIKLOII" 11?or use G(!Ainst 

vermin, 11 Tlhi.ch is tllanufaotured by a llomburg concern. It is 

pre:ru:oed thAt this is n 11CWIIIB'1 J:dxture of GOIOO aort \1h1ch 

t:..lrns into 1!9.5 at a cert41n tec.poraturo, Attar throe minutes 

ovoryone in tho chamber is dead, No one 1e knO'I'Tn to havo 

survived this ordeal, although it wns not uncanmon to discover 

signa of U..Ce a!'ter tho pri:litiVQ me48Ures omployod in the · 

Birch Wood. Tho chamber is then openod, aired, am the 

"spocial equt&d" carts the bodies on flat trucks to the 

t\Jrnace rOCCIS Tlboro the b..trn1ng takas placo, Crematoria III 

and r1 ...:or'.c oo nea.rq the same principle, but their capaci tT 

is only hal.t as large. Thus the total. capncity o.C tJte four 

Cl'OCIIlting and gaui.ng plants at Bil1XENAII a:DOunts to about 

6, 000 daiq, 

On principle onq Jews aro gassed; Aryatls very seldom, as 

theT aro U5ll&ll3 givan • special treatment• by shooting, Wore 

tho crm.atoria •TGro pat into 110rvico, the moeting took placo 

in tho Birch ~Toed lllld tho bodies were burned in tho long trench; 

later 1 h~'fel' 1 execution.s took place in tho largo ball. of: one 

of tho crematoria which haa be«t provided with a spocial. instal­

lation for thia parpose. 

Praainont guests from llEI1Llll wro present a t the 1naii£Ul"ation 

or tho flrst crer.ltltorium in llarch1 19~. · The "program" consisted 

of tho ga,sing and burn1n.g of 81000 Orac<m JO\YS, 1'!le gu83ts, both 

officers and civilians, were extrecal;r satisfied with the results 

and tho 5poc1al. pcopholo !1 tted i nto tho door of the gas clla.m.bor 

....., in constant use, Thoy woro lavish in their praise of this 

nedT erected 1nat&llat1on. 
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1W,OOO- ll9,000 At the beginning o! llarcn, 19/J, 45,000 Jews 
arrived from Sal.oni.ki. 10,000 ot thlllll ca:oe 
to the camp, includill(l a emall percentage 
of the W<XIl&nl some )01000 however went 
strAight to the cranating establiallnent. 
Of the 10,000 nearly all died a short tilDe 
later from a contagious illness reeeo~bling 
mal.ai'ia. They wo died of typhus due to 
the general condi tiona prevailing in the 
camp. 

llalsria among the Jews and typhus took such toll anong the 
prisoners in general thst the •selections" were tanpororily 
suspended. 'nle cont81:1insted Greek Jews were ordered to present 
themselves and in spite ot our repented warnings many ot them 
did. They •ere all killed by intraeardial phenol injections 
adninistered by a lance-corporal ot the medical corps. 

Out of the 10,000 Greek Jews, some 1,000 men remained alive 
end were later sent, together wi til 500 other Jews, to do 
fortification work in ilaraaw, A tn • seks later several hundred 
cane back in a pitiful state and were ianediately gassed. The 
r0111ainder presumably died in Warsaw. Four hundred Oreek Jews 
suffering fro111 malaria were sent tor 11turther treatment• to 
WBLIN etter the phenol injections had been stopped, and it 
appeare that they actually arrived. Their fate in not known to 
us, but 1 t can be taken for granted that out of the original 
IIW:Iber of 10, 000 Jews not one eventually remained in the camp. 

Simultaneousl y with the stopping of the •selections" the 
murdering of prisoners was forbiddsn. Prominent murderers such 
·ss: t b • Reich German professional criminals AlexMder Neumann, 
Zimmer, Albert llnfliM1erle, Rudi Osteringer, lmdi Bachert, and 
the political prisoners Alfred Kien and Alo!s Stahler, were 
p~ished for repeated murder and had to make written declaration 
that they had killed so Md so many prisoners . 

-At the beginning of 1943 the political section of 
~USCffi1ITZ received 500, 000 discharge certificates end we thought 
with ill-concealed joy, that at least a few ot us would be 
liberated. But the foru were simply filled out with the names 
of those gassed and filed away in the archives. 

119 , 000 - 120, 000 1, 000 Poles (.Aryans) from the PAWlAK 
penitentiary in 1'/arsaw. 

120,000- 12), 000 3, 000 Greek Jews, pert of •hom Ylere sent to 
replece their comrades in Warsaw. The 
remainder quickly died ott. 
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123,000 - 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) i'ror.t RAIXHI and 
TA!1110\Y. 

124,000 - 126,000 2,000 fran oi.xed Ary.:m convoys . 

I n the meantime, cc&Beless convoys of Polish and a i'ew French 
and Belgian Jerra arrived and, without exception, were displltc.!Ed 
t o the gaa chatllbers . Among ther.1 was a transpc rt of 1, 000 Polish 
Jews from !.!AJDAliEK which included three Slovaks, one of whom was 
a certain Spira from Stropkow or vranov. 

'fiE norr of convoys abruptly c"ased nt the end of July, 1943 
and t!Ere 'vas a short breathing space. TIE crematoria wore thor­
oughly cleaned, t ho installations repaired and prepared for 
furthor usa. On August 3 the kllli.ne cachine again went into 
operation. The first convoys consisted of Jews from BE!IZBU!«l 
and SOSIIO',\ITZ and others followed dUrin!! the whol e month of 
August. 

132,000 - 1.36, 000 Only 4,000 men and a very small nUr.1ber 
of wooen wero broueht to the camp. Ove r 
35,000 ner" gassed. or the ai'oremcntionod 
4,000 men, rnan:r di ed as. n result of bad 
t reatmcnt, hungor or illness; some were 
even murdered . The main responsibUity 
for these tragedies lies with .the criln1nal 
TY!I (a l\eich German) from the concentration 
camp of SACHS!ll.'I!AUS£11 and tiE PoJ.i.sh politicaL 
prisoner llo . 8516, 1Jioczislav KATF~lZIIISKI, 
!rorJ i1arsmT. 

The "selections" Trere introduced acain and 
this time to a lll\U'derous extent, especinl.ly 
in tho wa::en '• """1'• Tha clll:lp doctor, 
an SS "llauPtsturmfillu·or" and the son or 
neplfeTr of the police president of Jlerlin 
(ne i'orcet his n..,o) outdid all tho ot!Em 
in brutnl.i ty. The sel ection system has 
been continued ever since, until our escape. 

1:37,000 - 1.38,000 t.t the end of hugust 1, 000 Polco came from 
the PA\'IIAK prison end SO Jfl''I'S fror.t Gr eece. 

138,000 - 141, 000 3, 000 r:>en from various Aryan tr.:maports . 

142, 000 - 145,000 At tiE beginning of September, 1943, 3, 000 
Jews arrived from Polish workine camps and 
llu.ssian prisoners of 'lltlr. 
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11,8, 000 - 152,000 Uurins tho woel: follcmins; Septeober 7, 
1943 f41!1ily triU'Itlports of Jows arrlvoc! 
from Tl!EltESlE!ISTA171' . They enjoyed quito 
DJl excoptionol. status which was incom­
prohcnsible to us . Tho l'ar.lilios uere 
not separated OJXl not a :>incle one of 
tl-.eo received t ho custonal')· and "nornal" 
cac t reat:-cnt . Their heads were not oven 
shaven, they wore able to keep their 
lus&ILCO, and I'ICre lodf.od in a ooparate 
ooction of tho c&q), con, wocen and 
children tonothor. The cen ""' re not 
forced to ttorlt and a ~chool was even 
sot up for the children wner the 
direct ion of ?rod;y IIIRSCH (l!ako.bi, 
Pracuc) . They troro alloned to corre­
spond freely. Tho worst the".r had to 
W'ldorgo Yt:lG Cli:~trcat!llent a t the hands 
of their • co.:lp eldest, " a certain pro­
fessional crioiNll. by the naco ot 
Amo lllllll, prisoner llo . 8. Our 
astonishment inc:-eased when 1'19 learned 
of the otticial indication given to 
this special tro.nsport : 

"Sll" - tro.nnport of C:och Jew:~ with 
six month:> 1 qunrMtine -

;;., vor7 well knew what •sa• ae<mt 
(•Sondcrboho.ndlune"), but could not 
unclersto.'¥1 tho 1~ period of six nontha 1 

qw rarroine a.n:l tho cencrally clecent 
treatacnt this croup received. The 
lonccot quarantine period wo had m.t­
neuod :>o fo.r v;ac onl¥ three " eeks . 
TO'tto.rds tho on! of tho six llOntha 1 period, 
hol>rove r 1 vm beeaoe convinced th<>t thQ fa t o 
of those Jov/11 would bo tho oamo as t hat of 
most ot tho othcrc - t ho gas chanbcr . r:o 
tried to cot in touch •d.th the l cador of 
thill eroup GJ'Id oxplain their lot and wh:t t 
thoy h:tt' to expect . Sor.lC of thoo deeltl.rod 
( e:>pccial]<f !'rod;:{ iliUSCii •;oho seemed to enjoy 
the full confidonea of his e~onD) th:lt 
if our roars took ohapc they would oreanizo 
roeiatanco. Thu.o, som of tbon ho~ to 
insticat., " conor.U revolt i n tho co.rp. On 
!.!arch 6, 191.7. we h®rd t hat the eromtot"io. 
t:ore beinjJ pro pared to reeei vc tho Czech Jcnt:l . 
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I M8tened to Wo11D Fl'eey I!Imt!l Gild 
begged hin to ta.ko i.cmed.Ute action as 
they had not.hin41 to 1ooo, lie rcpliod 
that ho recognized his duty, Defore 
nightfall I again crept over to the 
Czech ~ wboro I learned that 
~ I!IRSCH was dy1..nc; he had poi-
soned himself with 1uminol. Tho next 
d<cy, l!areh ?, 1944, ho w11a taken, un­
con:~cioua, a10flll l'li.th hie J, ?91 ccarades 
who had arrl:rod at mRKEt!AU an Scpte1:1ber ? , 

1943 on trucks, to tho crematoria and 
gassed, Tho young people went to their 
death singing, but to our great cl1sap­

pointment noboc!T revel ted , Soce 500 
el derly peep1e had died during qll.'lrantino. 
Of all these Jews only ll t >tins wore left 
alive . They are being oubjectod to various 

medical tests at AUSCIIWITZ, and when we loft 
S[RJ(Et!AU they were still alive , Al:long the 

gassed was Rozsi FURST, from SmED, A rteok 

before the gassing, that is to s<cy on 
March 1, 1944, everyone in the Czech group 
in the cacp had been asked to Wort~ his 
relatives about his well being , The letters 

had to be dated March 2) to 25, 19L.4 and 
th.ey wore requested to aok for food parcels , 

153,000 - 154,000 1 ,000 Polish Arynns i'rom the PAVlAK 

penitentiary, 

155,000 - 159,000 

160,000 - 165, 000 

!Mring October and llovcr.~ber, 1943, 4,000 
persons rroo various priaons and aca.l.le r 
trannports of Jews from BENZBORO and vicin­

ity, who bad been driven out of their hidinll 
p1acos; also a group of Russians under pro­
tective custoey frCIII the UIIISK and VITElllK 
regions , Some 1:10re Russian prisonors of war 
arrived and, as stated, they as usual received 
numbers between l and 12,000. 

In DoCOtlbcr, 1943, 5,000 men originating frog 
Dutch, Fl'ench, llelgian transports and, for tho 
first timo, Italian Jmrn from FIUI.!E, TRIESTE 
and ROlli::, Of these ot least 30,000 ....,re imcedi­

ately gassed . The 1:10rtality aDOJl8 these Jews 

was very high and, in addition, tho • selection" 
system was still decimating all ranks . Tho 
bestiality of tho nholo procedure reached its 
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culcaHnc p ~int between Janua.cy 10 and 24, 191.4 
when ever. :·~ung and healthy per<oons irrespoctive 
of profesaion or Tlorkinc classification - ;'lith 
the exception of docton - were ruthlessly 
•sale cted ." 

li.'vecy si~le prisoner uas called up, a strict 
control was established to see that all were 
present, and tho •selection" proceeded under 
the supervision of the s:lm C8J:lP doctor {son 
or nephew of the Police President of Berlin) 
and of the Cor.mandant of UI!ll\F.NAU, SS 
"Untersturm."!!hrer" SCili'IARZI!UllER. The 
"i.nfirmar.r" hlld i n the r.>Cantime been trans­
.ferr<:d !'rom •mock 711 to a separate section 
of the catlp woorc conditions hlld bocomo quite 
bearable. Its innates, nevertoolcsa, wer e 
gassed to the l ast man . Apart from this group, 
this general action cost soce 2, 500 men and 
over 6,000 w01:1en their lives. 

165,000 - 168,000 On Decenber 20, 191.3 a f'J.rther croup of 3, 000 
Je-,rs arrived fran TllERf!Sl!!NSTADT. The convoy 
was listed under the sa.-,., cateeocy as tho ono 
Which had reached the car.~p on September 7, 
i . e . "SB" - transport, Czech Je•rs w.l.th six 
months ' quarantine . • On thei r arrival, cen, 
waoen and children all joined the Septecber 
group . They enjoyed the same pri vileces as 
their predecessors . Twenty-four hours before 
the gassina o!' the first group took place, 
the latest arrivals •~ere separated fran the 
rest and placed in anotoor part of the camp 
where they still a r e at present . Their 
quarantine ends on June 20, 1944. 

169,000 - 170,000 1, 000 people in small groups, Jerrs, Poles, 
and RusslAnS under protective custody. 

1701 000 - 171,000 1, 000 Poles and !lussiD.nG and a nucber of 
Yueoslavs . 

171,000 - 174,000 At the end of February ruxl bcginnille of llll.rch, 
3,000 JernJ frott Holland, Belgium, and for the 
first till¥l lonc;-established French Jews {not 
naturalized) . frao VICHY, in France. The 
greater part of this transport Tlas gassed 
1r.wed1atol.y upon arrival . 
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Small groupa of BBNZII1mSR ani SOSIIOi'iiTZER Jews, who had been 
draeced fran hiding, arrived in tho middle of !Aarch. One of them 
told 100 thnt maJ\Y Polish Jerrrs were crossing over to Slovakia an1 
fran there to Hungary an1 that the Slovak Jews helped them on 
their way through. 

After the gaaoing of tho THERESIENSTADT transport there were 
no further arrivals until Uarch 15, 1944. The effective strength 
of the camp rapidly diminished an1 men of later incaning trans­
ports, especially Dut.ch Jews, were directed to the camp. When we 
left on April 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys of Greek Jews 
were expected. 

The camp of lliRKE!t\U oonDiste of three Wilding areas. At 
present only sections I and II are guarded by the inner chain of 
sentry posts, whereas section In is still under collll ~ruction and 
uninhabited. At the time of our departure from the c~ (the be­
ginning of April,l944), the following categories of prisoners · 
were in mRKENAU: 

Section I (Women's concentration camp) 

Slov. Jews other Jews Aryans 

Ia and II> app. 300 app. ?,(X)() app. 6,(X)() In addition to 
the 300 Slovak 
Jewish girls, 
app. 100 are 
employed in 
the administra­
t ion building 
of AUSClft'iiTZ. 
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~tJ.on It (llomen1ll Concentration Cap) 

Sl.ov. Jews other Jewe 

IIa Quaran­
tine CliDIP 2 app. 200 app. 800 One of the two 

Slovak Jowa ill 
Dr. AndreAe 
loiiJUER boom 
Podolinec 
(block eldellt). 

lib 

lie 

lid 

liB 

No. 

• 
" 
• 
11 

JOII!I hall 
'mERES lEN-
:JTAI!r 

At present 
uninhabited 

•s~ar" S8 

Qypey- camp 

6 

.. 3,500 

• 4,000 

• 1,000 

With a six months' 
quarantine. 

" 6, 000 

11 4, 500 This ill the re­
mainder of some 
16, 000 gypsies. 
They- aro not used 
far -.rork and die 
off rapl.dl;r. 

II 500 The six Slovak 
Jews are all ... 
ployeee of the 
building, namel;y: 

361832 Walter SPr.t'ZE!t, block el.deot b-cm NI!'.I.ISWA, 
cane to LUBLIN from BIRKBNAU, 

29,86? Joze£ NBUIWlN, (•cmtrseer" of the "corpee crew'') 
traa SNINA. 

44,999 Jooef ZBLW.N<l'IIC, ,. etafi'1 b-cm SNINA. 
Cham KATZ, •s,t afi11 trom SNINA. 

3()•049 bldwig SOUWIN, "clerk" boom K:ESl.IAllEK • 
3~1/Pl Ludnig BISEllSTADl'ER, tattooist from KREUPACHY. 
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The 1 ntornal adm1n1•tration of the cqp of BIRJ<.BHAU ia run 
by spec1ell7 selected prieonere. The •bl.Dcka• are not inhabited 
accorclin8 to nat1cnalitiea but rather accordin& to worldJII cate­
&ories. Each bl.Dck is euperv1eed by a atatf of five, i.e. , 
a block eldeet, a block reeord~r, a male nurse, and two attendants. 

The block eldest 

He woara an arm band with the nllllb<lr of hie bleck, and 1e 
responsible !or order there, He bas power over lite and deeth. 
until February, 1944 nearlJt ~ percent or the block eldeate were 
Jews but this was stopped by order of B£liLIN. They all bad to 

r eaign with the exception of three Jews who, 1n apite or this 
order, wore able to keep their posts . 

The block raoorder 

He ia the block eldeet• a r18ht band, does all. the clerlcaJ. 
work, keeping the index earda and reeorde. H1s 110rk 1e of great 
roaponsib1lity and he has to keep his ledgers •d th painful exact-
1 tude aa the index co.rda only indicate the nuuber and not the 
name of the prisoners; errors are fatal. For instance, i f the 
recorder baa noted down a death by lli.stalce - and tb1a often 
occurs with tile unusually high 110rtality - the discrepancy is 
simplJt strRisbtened out by kill1ng the bearer of the correepcnd­
ing number. Corrftc:tiona aro not adlld.tted. The block r ecorder 
occupies a key poet which is often miat~ed . 

Nursing and •room" dutioa 

The7 consist 1n keapinc the inside of tba barracks clean and 
Clll'r)'~ng out aaall manual jobll 1n and around the block. Of course 
there is no question of reall:y takinc core of t.hs sick. 

Tho camp oldest auporviees the whole camp; he is alec 
a prieoner. This post is at preeent hold by• 

Franz llANISCII, No. 11, 182, a political prisoner , frora 
KOHIGSH!!TI'E, Upper SU&aia. Re iA! undisputed ca.stor of tho whol e 
camp and baa power to nominate or diemiee block eldeata and block­
recorders, hand out jobe, etc. 

Further we have a "chief recorder• whose position 1e undoubted-
17 one of the IIO)St powertul in the camp. He ia 1n direct contact 
with C8llp headquarters, rece1v1ng their orders aJd roportil'lG on all 
utters. All C&IIIP recorders are d1rec:tl.7 subordinated t o hiA and 
hsve to aut:mit all ths.ir r eports to hill. The chief recorder cf 
BIRKh!IAU iss 
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Kasim1r OO!!K, No, ) 1, 029, a Pole from WARSAil, n former be.nk 

olerl<. 

Tbe suprc. control over tho blocks ll.ee in the banda of' 

six to e:l.gllt • block leaders, • all SS men. !vory night thet hold 
roll call, the result of' -.hioh io communicated to: 

The Camp LoMer, •unteret\ll'Oitllhrer" SCifiiAl1Zl!1JB!:R1 from the 
Tyrol. This ind:l:ridual 1s an al.coholl.c and: a sadist. Over him 
1s the camp ~ wbo also controls AUSC!trtrz .mere there 
i s a socond: subordinate eamp lead:er. T!le cmp co...andez'1 e n..., 
1st HCESS. 

Tho Chiei' or a work aquod or gxooup is called tho •co.pe." 

l>.u'1ng 'WOrk the "Cape• hao tull authorit;y over his gxooup or 
prisoners and: not infrequantl;y ono or these •capes• ld.ll.s a man 
working under him. In larger O(luac:is t!lere raq be sevu:-al •capes" 
who are than uncler the ordaro ot a • capo-in-chiei'. "' At t1ret 
there liBl:'O lllalV Jewish "Capes,• but an order f'roa iERLIN pro­
hibited the:l.r bcd:ng employed:, 

Supromo control over wrk is cnrried out b;y German 

specialists. 

II , II.AJDAIIEK 

On June 141 1942 Y18 1si't NI:N AKI, passed: tllro.4:h ZILLU and 

arr1 ved at 2lifAiUlO!I t<mard S o• clock in tho evsnin8• we were 

useable<!, counted:, and SS _, took over our convo;y, One of these 
guar<la voice<l hie surprise at the fact we heel: made the jouroe;y 

wit.'lout water b;y ltlouting: 11Thoso Slovak barbarians, give than 
no water\" Tho journo;y continuo<! an<l we reached WBLDI two <lays 

later. Here tho i'ollow:in{: ordor wa3 is61lodt 11Thooo fit for worlc 

osod bcJtlr.,.,n 15 an<l 50 are to leave tho care . Chil<lren and: old: 
people raoain,• 'lie stzug&led out of the freight car and: dis­
covered that the station was surrounded b;y Ll.tlntArrians in SS 

unitoras, all amod 1Cith aut.oantic pistole, The cars conta1.nin& 
tho child:ron and: old people wore 1modiatel;y closed an<l tho tral.n 
t:IOVed on, We do not kn()l'( where they went and .mat happened to 
them. 

Tha SS troop lGader in C<>C:lWld 1Di'ormod us t.ll1t .,.., heel: a long 

-., ahead of 1111, blt that w!loever ..anted to take b1.s luaa&o 111th 
h1l:l could do so . Those who preferred to p.>t it on a tnu:k would 

c~ receive it l:ltor. So some oi' us <lr"'II!Od along our 
lugllago, wherOM others load:ed it on tho truck . 
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Dollind the t.o.m :rt.ood n clotllil1;: f lletory called the 
" Beklal.dungcm>rko.• In the courtyard waiting for their noon 

meal. somo 1,000 prisoners 1n dirty striped clothinc, obvioWily 
Jcr.s, wore l1nod up aad tho sight of thor.~ T18ll nono too encour­

ag:l.ne. Arriving on a :=all bill wo suddenl;r sf8bted the vast 
barrnek cnrJp of IIAJDAllEK surrounded by a 3--te~Qh barbed­

\nro :ronco. No ooonor hlld we gone thrOt\Ch tho entrance gato 

than I mot a Jrieoner 'IIIIo warned me that all our personal 

bclonc1nga would be taken S'flfK//o Around us stood Slovak Jews 

1n a wretched condition, their ho.1dll shaven , 1n d!.rty prison 

cl othes lllld wooden cl oaa or simply bare-footed, many o:r th«1 

ha·Jing 11\'IOllon :root. Thoy bogged us tor food and T/0 ~:o.ve them 

wl'.at we could spore, knowill(; very TlOll that everything would bo 

coafiocated ~· \'lo wore then concluctod to the atoelc 1'0Cil 

where we lw.d to leave evorythine wo posseoaed. At double time 

••e lltll'O herded into anot her barrack Tthere Yle had to undress, 

were ahaved, and !liven a shorter. After th1o 1fO were isi!U8d 

convict outfits, 'II'OOden clogs and caps. 

I 11118 assign&<! to "vrorld.ng section llo . 2'' aa the whole 

clll!tp wilD dividod into throo such oootions separated by wire 

fences, Section 1/o, 2 wos occupied by a nu=ber of Slovcl< 

nnd Czech Jaws. For two tull ~we 1fOre teugbt hO>Y to re­

move IUld put on our capo lthen wo mot a German. Then 1n tho 

pourint; rain vro practiced roll call1nc f or haurs , 

Tho barrack accCI:lD>dations were quite original to say the 

least, Three lone tablea (nearly ae loll(; a:s the barrack i teeli') 

had boon placed one on top o:r the other, Those comprised our 

"bunks" (4 n oora o:r thon, that 1e eround n oor plus tho throe 
table:~), A ooo.ll. passaao Wll$ kopt opon alone tho Ttalls, 

Our f ood consisted of a fal.rly thick "eoupl• early 1n tho 

morning which hlld to be oo.ten vrith tho hando. rro got tho Slll!le 

soup acll1n at lunch, Tho evening ClOal conuisted of a br0\1 called 

"t.oo," 300 uams of bad broad and oome 20 to 30 gr~~~:~~~ o:r marmalade 
or artificial fat of tho li'OI'at quality. 

Groat il:lportanco wo.s attributed durill(; tho firot :row dayo to 

tho lo81'lli.nj: of tho •c&~p sene. " For hours we stood singinu: 

Fk-a:l tho 'llholo of Europe ca:te 
we Jcwo to Lublin 
Much work hlle to bo dono 
And thic ia the boeinn1na· 

To I:I4Nil!O this duty 
Forget all about the JXlll t 
For in fUltill:ont ot duty 
Thel•o ia """"""'11 ty. 
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Therefore on to work 1CI. th vigour 
Let everyone play his po.rt 
Together -we want to work 
At tho same pace and rh,ythm. 

Not all will understand 
Vley -we stand here in rows 
Those must 118 soon force 
To UDderstand its moaning. 

llodern times must teach us 
Teach WI all along 
That it is to work 
And only to work 118 belong. 

Therefore on to work with vigour 
Let everyone play his part 
Together we want to work 
At tho same pace and rhythm. 

(This is a literal tranalation of tho song). 

Vlorking section No. I was occupied by Slovak J~ 
11 11 • II " " • Slovak and Czoch Jm'lll 
" " " III • \' " Partisans 
" 11 rJ & V was being buil.t by the JIJftS of Sectors 

I & II 

The Partisans in section m 118re locked up in their barracks 
1'11 thout having to work and their food was thr01m at them as if 
they had been dogs . They died in great numbers in their over­
crowded barracks a'1d were shot at the slightest excuse by the 
guards vdlo did not dare ver:tture too near them. 

The "Capos• lftlre Reich Germans and Czechs; 'l!heroas the 
Germans were brutal, the Czechs hol.ped 1'1herevor they could. 
ThG camp eldest ·-..as a gypsy fr<llll HOLIC by tho rulmG of OALBAVY. 
His adjutant, a Jew from SEllED callod MITTLER, certainly o-r.ed 
his post to his brutal actions. HG took full advnntage of the 
power conferred upon him to torment the jJews -.ho, as it was, 
alrGad;y had their full share of ho.rdshi:ps. The e'lening roll call 
brought us more brutal treatment from the SS men am for hours 
we had to stand in the open after a hard day< s work and sil16 the 
"c~m~p song. " A JB\'d.sh orchestra lGador was forced to conduct from 
tho roof of one of the barracks. This was the occasion of much 
hUa.r1. ty arumg the SS men. 
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•!Juring these ''concert pru:ties" the ss (lU=i:• '~re very e<m­
orous m.th blo"" and peysiotl punit;hment. A trn{\ic end befell 
i!&lJbi f£ J(.'l'rlllN from SER£D whc was sufferillll .rrom d:rsenterv ~11d 
or.eo ca.>ne n few lilimtea too late for the rcll call. The croop 
le:>der had him s~bed 1111d dipped head i'irst into one of the 
J...-,t l':i.nes, then poured cold water ovor him, dr91V hi!! revolver 
and shot hiJ',I. 

The crematorium was located t>et~;een .:orking sections I ll!ld 
!! and all the bodies were L-un1ed thel'e . With D.!l effecth"C 
strcmgth of 6, 000 to 8, 000 ron per v.orking section, the mortel.­
:l.ty .. as about 30 a dlly. This fi{;llre later 1nc1·eased fiw and 
si:tJ:old. In other inata.nees 10 to 20 1nr.t.<ttes ~:ex"C 1-enm"C<! .rrom 
the sick l'<>Ol:l, brought to the crematoriwt and wrnetl, after 
i'a·Jine been put to death in a manner Tlhich I !:ave not been able 
to i'l.nd out. This erer..atoriwn was eleet1'1call,y i'.eated and the 
;,t;t.chd~mts were Ruasians. 

lllnesseo inOJ:·oased as a re•ult of the bad food ar.d ;lntoJ.cn~ 
able livi.ng ccnditi or.s , Serious stomach troubles Md a soelilir~ 
j.ncurable foot dise:u:e spread thrrughout tho crunp. Tho feet of 
the vlctlms B"t:elled up to the point 1'11\ere they coul d not wnl.Y. , 
!lo;-e eJvl "'9ro of the sicl<. •.era now beine tl:ken to the crematorium 
and t~l-.cn on June 26, 1942 t he number thuo t reated rose to '10, 
I decided to t:U<e an opportun1 ty Wl>.ioh vr.ts offered to mo ll!ld 
applied for a transi"e1• to AUSCH"IIITZ. 

On June 2?, 1942 I di~carded IllY pr:i.Mner• u outfit and 
travellc.d to AUSCil\'.'ITZ in o1 vilie.n cl.othos. 

After a journey of l.J3 ho-.trs during rrh! ch v.e m1-e couped up 
.in .f'!-oight C&:f.'ll vtl.thout food or 11at er, >.e arrived at AUSC.!<tiiT:t. 
hnli' dead. At the entrance gate ~he ltuCO poster, '"llork brings 
!'reodOIA," greeted us . As tho c.:ourtyru .. d Ttas clean and ....U kept, 
:url the> brick builclings made a gooc.l in.pl..,sslcn at"tor tho dir ty 
and pr:il7'ith'll barracJ;s or LUBLIN, TOO thought that the chllngo T.as 

for iol1e best. We ••n-e taken to a cellar and recei vod tea and 
broad. Noo.:t <Jaor, howevor, our civilion cl.othes r.ere taken 11woy, 
our heads mre sh.lved, and rur numbers v.era tattooEXl on Olll' forc­
arr-.s in the usual. wny. Final:zy, .,., , . ..,.re 1s:;ued a set of Fl' i:;oncJ•'s 
clothes simila• tu those r.e had worn 1r LliJ!J,lN and ,.,..,.., enrolled 
as "po:liticcl. pr:isonerE" in the concer.tl·lltion camp of AUSCHI'II'l'Z, 
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Yle •te.ro billeted 1n •Block 17" and slept on the Uoor . In 
an adjoining row of buildings separated froc ours by a higb wall, 
the Jewish girls .from Slovakia, who had been brought there 1n l.llrch 
and April ol' 1942, were quartered . We worked 1n the huge "!lUlfA11 

plant to lYhich ><e were herde•l every tti>rning about 3 a ,m, At midday 
our food conoistcd of potato or turnip soup and 1n the evening we 
received sorre broad , Dur1nt: work we \Tere terribly cistreated , As 
our worldn{l place was situ:lted outside the large chain of sentry 
posts, it was divided into small sectors of 10 x 10 Jaeters, each 
guarded by an SS man. '&hoover otepped outside these squares during 
working hours was ilnmed1ately shot without 11arping for having 
"atte~ted to escape." Often it happened that out of pure spite 
an SS man •·tould order a prisoner to fetch some given object outside 
his square , If he follOYted tho order, he was shot for havin~; left 
his assigned place , The 1Tork was extremely hard o.nd there were no 
rest periods • . The r.ay to and fran Ttork had to be covered at 
a brisk milit:ary trot; aey-one falling out of line was shot. On 
r.v arrival about 3,000 people, of whom 2,000 were Slovak Jews , wore 
lforking on t his emplacement. Very feTt could bear tho strain and 
al thouch escape seemed hopeless, attecpts were made every day, 
The result was several hangings a week. 

A.!'ter a number of weeks of Painful. work at the "BUllA" plant 
a terrible typhus epidemic broke out, The weaker ;:>risoners died in 
hundreds . An immediate quarantine """ ordered and work at the 
"DUNA" stopped, Those still alive were sent, at the end of July, 
1942, to the gravel pit but there work was oven still more 
strenuous. '1/c ><ere in such a state of weakness that, even in 
trying to do our best, we could not sntisfy the overseers , Uost 
of us got swollen feet , Due to our inability to pcrfonn the heavy 
work demanded of us our squad was accused of being lazy an:l dis­
onler:cy. Soon a.rter a 1110dical colllllission inspected all of us; they 
carried out their job very thoroughly, Anyone with slfollen feet 
or particular:cy weak was separated from the rest , Although I W!lS 

in great pain, I controlled JeySelf o.nd stood erect in front of the 
cor.mission \7ho passed me as physically fit , Out of 300 persons 
eXllmined, 200 were found to be unfit and imcediately sent to 
BIRlilii!AU and gassed, I was then detailed for work at the DAW 
(Deutsche Aufi.flstune•mcrka) where we hsd to paint skis . The pre­
scribed mi.nir.luc to be painted each day was 120, Anyone unable to 
paint thi:! many was thoroughly Uogged in the evening . It meant 
workill& veT"; hard to a void this punishment , Another group was em­
ployed at makins cases for hand grenades, At one time 151000 had 
been completed but it was found that they were a few centimeters 
too small, As punishment several Jtn'l5 Vlcre shot for s3botage, 

Somewhere aroW\d the middle of August, 1942 all the JC'IIiah 
t:irls i'roo Slovakia who lived next to our quarters, on tho othor 
side of the vtall, were transferred to BiilKENAU. I had the oppor­
tunity to talk to thee and was able to sec how >Teak and half-starved 
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all o~ t.lllll wre. TheT wre dressed 1n old Russian uniform 1'&l:B 
and wore wooden clop. Tbe:ir heads were ahavan clean. The same 
day •.e aaain he4 to wxtergo a strict """moatJ.oo and tboeo sus­
pected o! having typhus 1111n1 reaO'VOd to the Birch li'ood. Tho 
re'l:l&inder were shaved a.Cruh, bothod, iasued a new sot oJ: cl.othos 
and f~ billeted 1n the barracks tho girl:! had juot loft. 
lly ch41lco I leiU"tte<< that there 1111s an ope nine 1n tho "clearance 
squad" and I handed 1n my apj;llloation. I was detailed to thio 
tusk. 

This squad consiated of about a l'nlndred Jewish prisoners. 
1\'e 110re sent to a tar corner ot the Qalq), a~ !'rom all. our e-. 
nu:lea. Jlere ..,. found l:mge sheds Jbll of lmapsacks, suitcases, 
and other lul!ia<:e• We had to open oaeh p.l.eoe of bat:gaee and sort 
the oontoJ\ts into J.ar&e cues apec:l.alJ3" prepared for each cate­
gory of gooda, i.e . oocibs, adrrora, euaar, canned food, chocolate, 
l!lld1e1nea, eto. The eases wre then s tored •1187· Onden.ear, 
sllirte and clothes of all. ldnds 1111nt to a special ~rraek, 'llhore 
they 11'81'8 sorted out and packed by Jhish girls. Old and y,om 

clothes Tlero addressed to the "TEXTILE FACTORY" at JAFJ.IEL, wherolls 
tlle wsuable gt.l'lllOnta ...ere diapatchod to a collecting ce.nter in 
BERLIN. Gold, 1110ney, bank notes, and p1-ecioua stones had to be 
handed ovor to the poll tical section. lloll\Y of these objects ...ere, 
hoTsver, stolen by tha SS guards or by prisoners, A brutal and 
vile iuU:vidual 'lObo often struck the \OOIIl8Il is COl!l:llll'lder o! this 
squad. 1!4 is SS 0 Sclu!ri'ilhrer11 TIYKLEFI'• 

E:ver;r day the girls who C&:IO to their 110rk frot1 BIRKEI!AO de­
scribed to us the terrible conditions prevailine there. They ...are 
beaten and brutalized and thair morteli ty was !lllch higher than 
lll:IODIJ the men. T'flioe a wook 11solectiona11 took place, and evocy 
dey new git•ls replaced those 'lho had disappeared, 

Dur.l.r.g a night shift I was ablo to witness tor the .t"irot time 
how inecmd.ns convoys '1181'0 handled, The transport I saw contained 
Polish JowtJ. They had received no water t or daJrs and when the 
doors of the frei&bt CD.rB were open .,., -.ere ordored to chase 
th8c out w!.th loud ebcuta. They were utterly exhD.usted and about 
a hundred of thea hod died. dur1.ng the journey. The llvinS '1001'8 

lined up 1n ro'll8 of five, em- j ob.,.. to remove the dead, ~. 
end the lugs"''!e .troa tl1e ears. The dead, 4nd this included any­
one unnble to stand on hia foot, •.oro p.l.lod 1n a heap. wsca110 
4nd ~cela '11111'8 collected and stacked up. Then the railroad oars 
had to be thoroughly clonned oo tlult no traco or their i'rishtM. 
load w&D left behind. A commiscion tr0111 t110 poll tical depnrtn"Olnt 
pt'Oceedod \'lith the "seloetJ.on11 of aJ)pl.'oxil!llltely lO psrocnt of the 
con and. S percent of the T«ll:len and had them transferred to t he 
c:>mpe. The rc.ainder ,..., . ., loaded on trucko, sent to BDll<.EKAU, 
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and (la3Sod ublle tho dead and dy1ne were taken directly to tho 
i\lrnacoo. It often happened that Sl:l4ll children were thrown oJ.ivo 
into tho trucks oJ.oag with tho dead. Parcels an::! lucgago 'l<ero 
taken to the r.11rehouses and sorted out in the previously de:Jcribed 
canner. 

llot'l<eon July and September, 1942 a t:yphU:J opider.dc h4d rll(lcd 
in AUSCHYII1'Z, espociall:y in the 'I<Omon•s camp of BIRKENAU. None of 
t~ sick received .w!dicoJ. attention and in the first stages of tho 
epidemic a great many were killed b:y phenol injections, aoo later 
on others were llilSSed wholesale . SOiliB 15, 000 to 20,000, mostly 
Jews, died during these two months . The gi.rls' camp sut!ered the 
l:lO'It, ao it na not fitted with sanitary installatiOI'UI, and the 
poor wretches were covered with lice. Every week largo •selections" 
took place and the girls had to present theJ:tSelves naked to the 
•selection committee,• regardless of weather conditione. They 
r.aited in deadly fe11r whether they would be chosen or given o.nother 
·week's grace. Suicidoo were freqUilnt and were mostly cow.d.tted by 
thro''ling ono 'o self against the hi(lh tension wires of tho inner 
fence . This wont on until they bad dwindled to 5 percent of their 
original nurubor. 1101'1 there are only 400 of these girls lett and 
most of them lrlvo been able to secure s01:1e sort of clcricoJ. post 
in the 'II'OIIIen 's Cllq). About 100 girls hold jobs at tho staff build­
illg in AUSCKT.ITZ where they do all tho clerical work connected with 
the administration of the t'l<o camps. Thanks to their knowledge of 
languages they are also used ao interpreters. Others are employed 
in the main kitchen and laundry.. Of lAte those girls h11ve been 
able to dress themselves quite well u they have had opportunities 
to complete their wardrobes 'llhich, in sa:Je eases, even include 
silk stockin(ls . Oenerally spoakina they are reasonably well otf 
and are even allowed to l et their hair grow. Of course this cwmot 
be uid of tho other Jewish inmates of the women's camp. It just 
so happens that these Slovalt Jewish fli.rls have been in tho C&l:IP the 
longest. of all. But if today they enjoy certain privileges, they 
have previously undergone frighttul su.fferiags. 

I waa not to hold this eoaparat.ively good job with tho 
"cloar~~nco squad" for long. Shortly llfterwards I was transferred 
to mRKEIIAU on disciplinary grounds and remained there over a year 
and a half. On April ? , 1944 I managed to escape with my eor.!poDion. 
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.. .......... ...................... • :30,010 
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== •• m:u 

m . 
en A\l{:\ltt 6 , 1944 a report -.a ro~ivod 1n Mt.&?rlar.d -nr­

lnr. \Joo h4ppcnin£o in lllr.MlWJ dun.~ U.o .,.rl.od bo•wocn A;>rll 1 
and l:a..t 2?. 1'h1a c:econJ repa::"t. 11'&0 drPID up by ho Jo»thor yo7".C 
Jc .. ':l ~o •.-:ccod~ 1n esc:apinc t':u:l t.hia ~ t.n.i ru.o:!"'.:..rr.: :i!t.'\---i:io.l. 
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Their decl.arationa cooplat.e the 1'1rot r<Jport., part.icularq in :re­
gard to the arrival ot the l!ungar1an Jews in mRKoou. They a1so 
ndd certain naw details not. cont.a1necl in the previous accounts. 
It has not been possible, however 1 to check the origin of t.h1s 
"second roport.• as closely as it was the first . 

0 

0 0 

After tho n1eht of the two Slovak Jews from mRKENAU on 
April 71 19.44 great excitement reigned in the camp. The 
•Political D1.v1sion" of tho Geat.opo instituted a thorougbgoing 
investigation, am the frisnds am superiors or tho two escapees 
were clocsel)' questioned, althoua;h in vain. Since the two had 
held posts a.a "block recorders, • all. Jaws exercising such func­
tions, tu way o! punishoent and also as a precautionary mea.aure 1 

were removed and, as the Gest.opo suspected that they had suc­
ceeded in escaping through 1Ju1ldin8 No. 3, the outer chain of 
sentry poots was considerably shortened so t hat now it cuts 
through the tniddle of Building No. 3• 

0 

0 0 

At tho beginn1ng of the month of April , a transport. of Greek 
Jews arrived, of whan about 200 were admitted to tho camp. The 
remainder of circa 1 , 500 were illnecliately gassed. 

Between the lOth and 15th or April sane 5, 000 "Aryans" arrived 
in miU<ENAU, ~Poles, some 2,000 to 3,000 women amoJl8 t hem 
beinll from the abandoned camp of LUm.IN-l!AJDANEK. They were &ivm 
nwbers running fran approxiJDately: 

176, 000 to 181.,000 Among t .he WCll:llln were about 300 Jewish girls 
fra:~ Polam. Tho greater part or the now 
arrivals were ill, weak, am very run down. 
Accorcline to their information the healtey 
ones had been sent !rem LUBLIN to German 
concentration cacps. Concerning the rate 
of the Jews hold in the camp of LUm.Ill­
W.JDANEK, we l earned from them, especio.J.4r 
frcm the Jewish girls 1 that on November 3, 
1943 all Jews in this camp, that ia SCIII8 

11, 000 men and 6,000 women, were killed. 



Approximately 
no. 182,000 

183,000 to 185,000 

- 35-

We recalled that about this time the SS 
in BIRKENAU had reported that LUBLIN had 
been attacked by partisans and, in order 
to fight against the latte r , a number of 
the SS personnel from BI Ja(ENAU had been 
teiiiPorarily transferred to LUBLIN. It 
l<a8 now clear to us for what purpose our 
SS had gone to LUBLIN. 

Apparently the Jews had been coi!IP8lled to 
dig a long, deep grave in Field V of the 
camp of Ui\JDA!iEK and on November 3 they 
were brqught out in groups of 200 to 300, 
ohot and thrown into the grave. Within 
24 hours everything ll&3 over. Durine tho 
execution loud J:lUSic was plqed to drO"tm 
out the shots. 

Three hundred girls who were active in 
LUBLIN on the "clearing-up Commando" and 
liB recorders T:ere left alive. Three days 
after their arrival in BIRKENAU they were 
all gassed and burned on special order of 
BtRt:n:. Through an error on the part of 
the "recorder11 two of the girls were not 
sent to tho gas chamber. This was dis­
covered, however, the next day, arxl the 
girls were immediatel~· shot and the r e­
corder repl.aced. 

The fate of the I.UIJLIN Je>ts caused great 
depression among the Jews in the CBI!IP of 
BIIIKF1lAU who became afraid that one day 
the whole of BIRKENAU would suddenly be 
"liquidated" in the same way. 

TOI'IB.l'd the end of April more Greek Jews 
were brought to BIRKENAU. Some 200 were 
adml.tted to the camp and about 3,000 
exterminated. 

At the beginning of !Jay, 1944 smaller 
transports of Dutch, French, Belgian, and 
Greek Jews arrived, as well as Polish 
"Aryane." Most of them were put to work 
in t he BtniA plant. 
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On !.lay 10, l9L4 tho first transport of lllngarian Jews urived 

in mRKl::IIAU. They were principally from tho prieone or Bwlapoat, 

includina thoee who had boon arrested in the streets and railroad 

stations of the city. Amonc the waoen ttere: 

!blth Lorsnt 
Uici LoriUit 
Ruth Quantlcr 
Irene Roth 
lllma FUeh5 

The triUisport was r eceived in AUSCIII"IITZ and BIRIUllAU accord­

ing to the woU-lmown procedure (heads slnwd, numbora tattooed, 

etc . ) The ccn wore given n~~~:~bers beginn1ne with 186, 000 end tho 

woaen wore placod in the women's camp. About 600 men, of whoa sooe 

150 Yrero between the ages of 45 IUid 60, wore brought to BIRh'EliAU 

t~hero they were cli.vided up among various work detaclu:lents . The rc­

oaindor c~d 1n AUSCJJ:II'lZ whero they r.orl<od in the WllA plant. 

The r.ull:lbers or the transport were aU left alive end nano of 

them, as had been customary 1 were sent diroct1y to ~ho c rcl1'.ator1a. 

In tha postcards which they were allarred to write, thoy lnd to cive 
•r.aldsee• as return address . 

On !.loy 15 mo.ss transports trom l!ungary began to arrive in 

BIPJ(EIIAU. Some 14,000 to 15, 000 J!1Wil arrived daily. Tho spur 

railroad track whkb ran into the c&~p to the cre:.a to ria was coc­

pletod in creat haste, the crews worldn£ niC)lt and da.Y, so that 

the trM<~ports could be broucht directly to the creoatoria. Only 

about 10 percent of these transports were oclmittcd to the camp; 

the balance were i.l:r.lediately gassod IUid bumod. !lever had eo mony 

JC'IIS been cassod oince thll esta blislll:lent of BIRKENAU. The •Special 

Co~X~~U~do" had to bo increased to 600 men end, after two or three 

days, to 800 (poople beinc reeruitod fran nmonc t he lfuncarian JOMJ 

who had o.rrived first) . The size or the "Clcarin& Conrnendo" wo.s 

cteppod up fro"' 150 to 700 cen. Three crematoria workocl da.Y and 

night (tho 4th wsa being repaired at tint tiJ:Io) and 1 since the 

capacity of the cromatoria was not enough, creat pito 30 ... t ors 

lone o.nd 15 ®toro wide were once more due in the 11 llirkomrald11 

(as in tho time before tho crematoria) Tlhero co>:pses were burned 

da.Y and nieht. Thus tho •exte:l'lll1.mtina capacity" boca:oe allllost 

tmlimitod . 

Tho I!Ungat•ian Jewll who were left alive (about 10 percent) r1ere 

not ineludod in the no mal c&~p •onrollJ:lont. " Althouch they were 

~haved and shorn and recoivod convict •s clDt.hing, they were not 

tattoood , They wore housod 1n a soporatc section of the caop, 

section "C", o.nd wore l ater transferred to various concentration 

eaops in the Gonr.an Reich: Buchenwald, l.!authausen, Grossroocn, 



-'11-

OU.tn, noe~bul"'S:, $3ei-.s~, et.c.. n. 1IIIODin .... &4:1p0..-o.ri.l.1 
qua.rt.ored 1A thl • IO'PIY ~· 1r. t-operatA ~«:1(1 and t. . .en Wo 
tramterl"8d el...aere. Jeori.a:h £1 rla rro. Slow.klA were • block 
oldeot.a• thlr.. 

Tho t1ret. ~·rl.an t.r&.lr;>o~..a ccw t%".1n1 ~•, 
t:&.c:Ya&SUS., Nyirc-~, ~r., lfua~t., r.auau, DoJ"tpua:, 
t»n»roeeutot., Nagybcrezna. AJ:mlc thOle r•"'IJ.td..nn tl.iw were: 

Robert. 4l1d f!l'Y1n Wai.IM 
Stark 
Ehren~1ch 
Katz, Clnim 

The J.Aot t110 ho.ve $lre.:tdy bctn t:o:;u'14.ltr red . Tho po.rante o! tha 
WA1:cn brothors were cas~ . 

Tho t.ranspo:ots ot ~ariD:'~ JC'If~ ''~rc 'Mo.r tho put1cul4r 
control ot tho !Gn::iOr t=:p ~At,.. -.J&aupt•t.umt:wtntf!hrer • HOss, 
""" tr•wlled cor.t.inuallJ" bot»<cn AUSCI!liiTZ anc! Dldopoot . Tho 
Cornandant. or 81rice:nau at ttis tirD .., llfls:.. 1 ton:~~~:~r adjutant., 
• ir&upt.atur=tbr• DWE. 

187,000 to 189,000 1 ,600 FWnct .. •~u.J"C.M, 11 aJ.aofi;t. exd.uainl7 
1nt..elloct.1'alb ant i)rcC..nent. per"GG13, 1n­
eltd:llll£: a ..U. mabe:r or PolUh •e.n.~s.• 
J.=on;, W... f:-.:ncb were h1(;.'1 oftleera, oecbcn 
or lead5.!".4 ~ch t1Nr.nc1&.l circlu, well­
known j~rn:U.i6UJ and pollt1c1&na, and C'YQ1'11 
it "WaS 5llid, rem~ tain111.CN. On thcdr 
a.n'i:lal. otDO ot t.hr'm t'Ot:.IUfld but wore put 
dmm in on oxeotdJn,ely ,..-utal fuhion by 
tho ss, t:OJ:IO Cit ther.~ tv,~ ohot on t.ho cpot. 
The French fi"'l"' YOr'f UO\Ir&UC0\14 And aclt­
pcl3!J'.l&Bctl . Tho;y \'i-Ol'CI l'lt.2"1ct.ly il:olat.od in 
ill tt':tl1AU a.nd no or.o wvc Allcmed to hove Btt,y 
~ontact- uith t.t.oa:t. AJ'1,rr two wooks, on 
or·1tl'~ fro;;. D:!rlin tl .. y wor. aent. t<1 
Ihuthausen (nt"ar tb:, in Auat.ri& . ). 

Sin~c t.ha r:rl.d1le of t.:a,y tJ-.e nmrl.)" a~rriwd Jewe no lonco:r ro­
eelvod cQ1:J~CUt.i'I'O nlabe.rs, as ton:Jtrly. A nr• n•bol"itw' syetea 
-.a i.M~r'llt.eJ beg:l..nninc: with :lo. 1 prec~·~ by t.he tattooed 
l • t.t.er •A." ... do nQt. !cow t.be ~D Cor t.hJa IXIUUre. At. the 
Uu ot our !light. on l3if n, 19~ about ,,000 ,.., hod ro .. bocl 
LheM lWY ~a. The 4, o:x> wero ~od ot 1,000 Outed, French, 
&1¥1 lt.alla.n .Jmm an1 ) 1000 .k.."'ft' Crv.;., 'i .W.:.' .:,_;st.\L": 1lho l"Mebocl 
m!<l.EilAU on u.:r 2), l~l.L. rw"" ,.,.., ~reat.td oxa<:U;r u t11o 
p:ooriou.l t-;) t.ro.nsports rr= • or.-:·. . Tho7 were qm.rt.ored 
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(unshorn) rlith the mcobers of the previous convoy from 
Th"'::l!ESIJa!STAD'l' (who have been in m~KE!IAU Dine<! December 20, I 

194.3 ani whose •quarantino• 1.5 due to be up on June 20, 1944) 1n 
5eetion nn. 

According to tho s tatocent of a Jaw froo the •Special 
Corr=ndo," 11Roich.or!!hrer• Hil!cler was CJaid to hove visited 
mnKEilAU on the 15th or 16th of ~o~ay. On one of these da;ys 
I eyself san three automobiles an:! fivo z:ten in civilian clo~ 
drive toward the orem!Ltoria . The Jw who mde this statooent 
declared that he 1 llJJ Yloll as others, r ecoanized Himmler, l'lho had 
visited crematorium No . l and after o. s tlly or about lnlf an hour 
had aeain driven oft with t .hose acco~g him. On tho day 
after there was nn accOWlt in the Silesian newspapers of l!imnlor• o 
visit to Cracow, so tho.t thi6 report could be true. 

One other happening should not be forgot ton which was told to 
UB by the cen of the •Special Comnndo. • In the late Sll!::ler o! 
1943 a cor.nission of four Dutch Jews - distinguished looking oen -
came to AtJSCHI'IITZ. Their v1sit had alroady apparently been o.n­
nounced to the Camp ·Col!r.ID.IIder, far the Dutch Jews in AUSCIII'IITZ 
received better clothes, as well as regular eating equipnent 
(plates, spoons, otc . ) a.rxl bet ter f ood. Tho coi!Jllission of four 
~<ere very politely received and were shown over the camp buildinao 
and particularly those portions which wer o clean and !lade a good 
inq>ression. Dutch J81!ll f r a:1 the C8!:!p wero brought to them Ylho 
reported that only a porti on of the Dutch Jews were in thi6 ca=p1 

the other s beina 1n other simil.ar C3!:!pa . In thi6 canner the four 
cen were satisfied and silllled a stat cocnt o.ccording to which tho 
commission had found everything 1n good order 1n AUSCH!tiTZ. After 
the signing the four Dutch Jews expressed o. desire to see the camp 
of mlWl»AU and parti cularly the cromD.toria about which they lad 
heo.rcl some stories. The camp authorities declared themsel ves quite 
'nlling to ~how them both mm<E~lAU and tho crematoria, tho lattor 
being used, t hey cllid1 to cremate those Tiho died in tho camp. 
The coomission 'lmS then taken to mRKENAU, accompanied by tho C8tlp 

leader, Aucayer, and inmecliately to cromntorium No. 1 . Here they 
were shot !'rom behind. A telegraa was supposedly sent to Holland 
reporting tblt after leavin& AT.5cmriTZ tho !our ~n had been 
victim of an unfortunate autocob:l.lo accident. 

There is a bioloaical laboratory in AUSCIA'IITZ where ss, 
civiliml, and intom oe docto rs are oocupiod. Thn 'II'OIII>n ani girls 
on whom exporimentn are performed o.ro housed in mock 10. For 
a long time the "block eldest" thoro wao Mae<fo. llellil1(:er !'rom 
llichalovoe and a eirl named Rozsi (fo.cily na:oo unknown) from 
lhnmmene . Expcricento wore carriod out only on Jewish girls and 
rloccn, althouth to dato no Slovakian girls hD.vo been used. 
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~riaont.o wt1"0 Wo pcrrtomod en DM b\& tho latter " 'Ol"' not 
hou:od :Jtpa.rat.ol.7. • croat. miV di od • •• result. or tm" 
Clq)ct1"11:1cnt.l . anon QP~ieo -.eN -.oct. &look 10, ldeM t.bo 
•wbject..a• or tlD c.xpcri=Ant.s .,.. boued, " 00111plet.ol.7 
t..olatod, ud C"fQQ'l t.be w:l:dCII' opM1.aol ..,. aUed q>. )5o QDI 

wtlat.OOO'fOr Met adr:d.:l.sion to u . 

ftc ~s or AU'5Qfinft &td m: EDI.IAU t:a'f'O bot#J t.o 
claW tho !ollowinz1 AIJUA.TZR, SQ:m.utzln.JDE[!, m.ss, }{A..'¢!KST31Jf, 

16Js, anti 101.\W(. 
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No. 2 

TR.liiSPORT 

(The Folieh Vajor• • &eport) 

. . 



On March 24, 1942 we were gathered together in apecial 

"assonbling cell" flo . 2 ot the Uontelupich prison in Cracow, ~/e 

kn"" th&t our uoup cnnaia t illg ot 6o 108n woa to be aent to the 

concentration crap of osmgyrw ( .\USailfi1'Z) . At 8 o 'clock the 

next morning, t«o SS guords appeared with lists and started 

counti ng those proo~nt . We bad to undress ond wait. Finally 

the doors were Opened nne! we CllliJht sight of t-..o COl\Dlli.S Of 5S 

guards nnd policecon with fixsd ~>a.Yonets . In the courtyard two 

trucks wore parked ill each of which JO men had to t.olke their 

places. 'llleao trucks were quite S!Mll.l and the sp<.tce on tho 

inside wea divided ill t110 by a chtiin running acroeo the middlo . 

n,., first to enter had to stand with bEnt heads, whereas the 

otherb crouched uown be~woon the lei!" ot the standing men. I n 

this way it wns poasible to fill up the vory small apace wi th 

10 men. We were l oaded in with blows from rifl e-butts, shouts 

and kicl<s . In tho seC<>nd separated section of the t ruck, two 

SS men stood guN'd with nGchine &una . 1lo departed. Behind us, 

a t a certnin <dotonre, followed 100tor-'cyclists wil.h machine guns . 

Our trucks were hermetically closed so thGt there " "" no poa-

3ibility of seeing where we were IJOill g. Our journey l.ast .. d 

l 1/2 hours with sovcr"l short s t opa . Our limbS gre. stiff aa 

there wns no possibility or changilll! one's position, and one 

ot our men who wns up agninst the chain becone unconscious . He 

was broupht bnck to hia aonses by blows from the guards . At 

laat wo arrived, ~taggnrad to the ground, and found ourselves 

standing i n tn>nt of a Sllta over -.hi ch we oould read• •Work 

brings tree<lom," Inside, nn orchestra was plAying, 'Ibis waa 

AUSCifiiiT'L. and it appeared that we were expected. 

We wore linod up in ool= of five (a systelll nppliod on 

e very conceivable occasion 1n the 081:1p) and the na~~~es of the 
11newcorners 11 were once moro read out . The man called up had 
immedia taly to run over ~ the one rending the rol.l and pl.a ce 

hiJilself 1n a line with those already aw:noned, after having 

received his number from the hancb ot an naaistant. Frolll this 

moment on, nanes were r opleced by nu:nbers. This system ot 
"reception" wau maintai ned until the sUlii!Q(Ir of 19/.), Later, 

nl.l tho prisonore (with the exception of Cemans) hGd their 

mnbera tattooed on thol r upper forvazms, which bad been the 

practice ill tho case ot the Jews from the begillning . 'lhl.s 

whole n1.111boring uyu tern was apparently applied to lossen the 

possibility of escape and to mal<e it eaaior to identify the 

bodies . 'Jhese nw:lbers were handod to ua by t he "block leader" 

named STUBi., after which we went bareheadsd and accooopenied by 

the orchestra i nto the camp 1tselt. The clock stood at 

11 a.m. After a uhort visit to ,the "stock" room, wo wer e shut 
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up in a barrack until 5 p.m. There wn ''lOre visited by a number 
ot old inmates llho oarneat:cy begged us to give them our wntches , 
rings, lighters, and cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated. 
Any food brought with us should be eaton at onco , as it 'IIOUl.d be 
taken away as ...,u. In return , the prisoners procdsed us bread, 
soup, etc ., once ..., were officially incorporated into their ranks • 
.lt last the capo (a sort or camp overseer) arrived and delivered 
a short talk in llhich he stressed that a prisoner could not exist 
in tbis camp for more than two montha mthout the help of his 
comrades; and this was to be confirmed later on by numerous 
examples . CN.t of the 60 origl.nal.:cy in rv group I was to be the 
o~ survivor • 

.lt 5 p . m. we '09re herded out into the corridor. There we had 
to undress and pack our clothes into bundles provided with our 
respective numbers . We stood there naked. AU we were allowed to 
keep 11m'& a belt and two handkerchiefs. I wanted to keep a small 
ho:cy picture, but one of the prisoners who acted as assistant in 
these operations dissuaded me , saying: "It ian •t -.orth llhile; 
you will mere:cy be laughed at Md it will finally be taken nny­
~. • First, our hair was cut short and then our heads shaved, 
attar llhich "" were given a bath. The water was very warm. All 
thase pr·eparations prior to being admitted as sn inmate to the 
camp took place in "Block 27 . 11 Next, although it was snowing, 
we had to run to "Block 2611 llhere the clothing room -.as located. 
There we 1ftlre issued our prisoner '• outfits which consisted or 
a shirt, underpants, shoes, socks, a warm jacket, t rousers, vest, 
cap, and blanket . Everything was fUtby, patched, and practical:cy 
worn out. Jq jacket, for instance, could be buttoned up in rront, 
but the beck Md sleeveS IIIBre:cy consisted of black strips Of 
cloth patched together . Finally tb1s operation came to an end 
and 1111 were again l insd up in rows of five and taken to one of 
the 0 blocks.11 There we were awaited by the "block leader• (most 
of them were Polas trot~ Upper Silesia) 'IIllo initiated us into the 
11\YSteries or barrack duties. We were instructed in -ping and 
cleaning the dormitories, in taking oft our caps llhen coramanded, 
and how to keep i n line and step, Orders were given in Gel'lllll.n 
and llhan badly carried out the block leader grow furious and 
struck people right and latt, The evening roll call finally put 
an end to these exercises . The block leader then assembled his 
peopla 1n front of their respective blocks and, in 1>lrn, nU the 
block leaders preoented their fieures to the chief recorder or 
clerk. If the OUJd>er of prisoners tallied with the records , 
the roll call 118S over; ac1>.lally t he 'llhole tiring ceremony was 
nothing else but one of the numerous W&lfS in 'IIllich tbo 
prisoners wore mistreated. IAlring 1940, l94l, and 1942 the roll 
call was usual:cy expected to last nt least an hour in all 
weather conditions - frost, rain, or snow- the prisoners having 
to •it patiently with bare heads. If an escape was reported, 
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which realllted in a "aanoo• at evenin& roll call, all tboee 

aaaembled bad to wait outeide until the reelllt ot the eeerch 

waa knolln. The search parties usually returned three or tour 

houra later and with d1.oaatroue cono~cea t or all the 

priaonere 1 health. In 1940, tor exaa~Ple, 2!!!. escape coat the 

line ot a hundred inmatea. It waa durina severe winter weather 

and the priaonera ware tor eed to atand out ot doors troa )1)0 

in the afternoon until ll o 1 clock the next ..,rn1.ng, aa a res lilt 

ot which a hundred total.lJ' or hal£-l'rozen ._ were counted, 

Atter the roll call we returned to our blocks where wo were 

al.loted •roou J • we alept tbree to a bed. Old-tillers told us that 

the beat thing to do was to usa our clothing aa a pillow; other­

wise aoll8thin& """ bound to be stol&n. So we lay down w1 thout 

bavin& bed the eli.ghteat bit or tood the whole day. The 

•reception• bad been 80 strenuous and exhausting that all or us 

~d1.ately tell asleep. 

At 4 a.m. we were awakened ey a gong and fri!ll>ttlll contusion 

ensued. About 100 people were ooQPreaaed into the small hall 

apace and in a wild ateJapede each one first tried to tidy up b1a 

bed (the block leader wollld DOt tolerate the eulleot wrinkle in 

the bedding) and dreae hiaelt, 'l'here was no queet.ion ot waah­

ing, Ten lll!.nutea attar the gong bad sounded the •rooa eldeet• 

arrived and kicked everyone out into the corridor ao the •rooms• 

bad to be cleaned. The corridor """ thronged w1 th people who 

£locked together troa all over the block. lloat ot them had 

managed to get dressed. There waa really scarcely room to ..,ve 

i .n this crowd and we were p1111hed &gail'lllt walla and aquaabed. 

into comers and otten kicked or bit tor no apparent reason. 

Arter hartng been in the caQj) tor onr 24 hours, we finally 

received some oold, unaweetened cottee, attar which there waa 

a turther wait ot one and one-halt hours until roll call; then 

all the poisoners were taken to work. The newco...,ra were at 

firat told to t ill in queetionnairea in which they bad to 

indicate an address where they desired their let.ters to be sent, 

It was atrict.ly forbidden~ to give an address or~ to write, 

as •the~ obviously needed an address to which the death or 

a prisoner could be reported whSJ the need arose, 

Each of ws was iaauod a piece o£ cloth with a triangle and 

b1.a nUIIber paint.ed on it., which we were inatructed to sew on our 

tunics. Prisoners were nwobered troa No. 1 onwards, end in 

Nov•ber, 1943 the laat conaecut.ive aerial number had reached 

170, 000. The triangles in question were ot different col ora, 

each repreaent.ifltl a cat.esoey ot cr1.lainal or prisoner. The 

• ;.ryan• triangle waa red, the red corresponding to a political 

prisoner, green to profeeaional cr1.llinalJI, blaclc to •work­

shirkers,• pink to hcmoaoxu.ala (acoord1.ng to poragraph 175) and 
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violet to rnombor s o! t.ho 111libeltorschor" rolicioUD sect . In 
nddition, a larco letter indicated the nntionnlity of the 
prisoner, such 83 "P" for the Poles, etc. For Jews the 
.ln.signin 'IIU cccposed o! a yellow tri.anl:le on Which ..as sewn 
a second triangle whose color corrospondO<I to the •crice, • tho 
whole formillg a Jewish star. Fl'Ql1 tbia oarld.ng system one 
could therefore rapic:lly pick out , for instance, a Polish Jewish 
political prisoner or a Jertish "work-:.~lacker," etc. 

17hen m~ had finished sewing on our triangles and nlltlbers, 
wo were herded ovor to tho "infinnary" whore we were to be 
11oocaoined11 by a German doctor rcgardin{; our physical aptness for 
work. Af!llin lie lnd to Wtdress and s tand in a chilly corridor 
for alr.!ost threo houra, shivering, a• the Wl)ather was still Wl:j" 

cold even at the end or l!arch. 'lie met old acquaintnnce• Who 
were worldnc in the infimary and t.hoir first concern """ to have 
rums of their rol.ativos . Upon the doctor's arrival we had to 
present ourselves in groups, standing :~tiff}J' at attention. All 
that 11'38 required of us '""' to •tretch out an ann, move the 
fingers, tum around and march orr. The eX4l:lination comistecl 
of nothing more and llll o! us nere,of 0Qll'3C 1considered !it !or 
work. lladn •t we cOI:le here for this very purpose and besides, 
didn' t "Work bring freedom?" We know only too well what it 
meant to be considel'ed Wlfit for work: being to.ken away and 
condemned to "liquidation" by gas . At ltlst 11e received our first 
wa.m nourisla'"t in J6 hours. The Clll:q) food consisted or co!fee 
or cold tea (cade tra. acorn leaws, etc. ) in the =~ and 
soup, tilick or thin 38 tho case miGht be, at midday. Fl'Ql1 the 
tU>e of our arrival at the e31:1p we had soup ..ado fr= water and 
turnips during .f\lll,y, five conths . Arter ~ roll call we 
received 300 grooa of bread, altho1J8h ita 11e1ght was usually con­
sidcraljly diminished by the time it ranched the prisoner. On 
tlonclays and Saturdo.ya, 300 to 400 grlllllll of chee~e were dis­
tributed. It woe some sort of a crude homo-made, peasant choose 
which often contained more wOl'llls than cheese . Rations further 
i .ncluded l/2 kUo of nrgarine for t'I'IOlve parsons , distributed 
awry Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, nnd blood sausage or red 
sausage on Wednesdays and IJondays . These I'll tiona represented 
apprax:1.c:ntely 300 to 1.00 gnms. In addition to r.>ar"garine on 
Tuesdays and Friday a we also reoei ved " ::;poontul of D81'!:!elade 
per person. Since the barrel, however, bore a label sta~ that 
t.he l:IAmOlade was destined for the cacp, 1tll quality was corlfJ­
spondinC}J' bad . Thooretical}J', the above are t.he r4tions each 
ilwatc r ccei'lod but , prllctically, a good part or them 11ere stolen 
before they woro actulllly distributed. In the evening, tea or 
coffee was distributod with the bread. The soup Pad to be licked 
up, as most of tho prisoners did not posseos spoons . 1: for&ot to 
mention that we had to eat our food sq\llltting on our haWlches as 
s pWtisbcent ll'J the roa:o eldest to us ncwc<lCOera for having crOTidod 
around the soup kettle durinG distribution. 
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After our moal we were sent to the 1dent.1fieat.1.on aenice 

where photographs .tl'al1 three d1!teroot angles were taken. So 

on that ~ the camp picture gallery was incr0118ed by 60 more 
crtm1nalal Ono by one we were called up, and I not.1.ced that 111¥ 
cOiliX'adea came out of the photographer's room ~oold.ng frightened. 
Bewarei It was 111¥ turn. I wa.s soated on a chair and photo­
graphed. When I tried to get up1 the floor started moving and, 
l osing 111¥ balance, I was thrown agoinat the wallo I t was 
a' practical joke pla,yed by tha photographers, (all ot llbom are 
Po~911) in eetting the revolving pl.ati'orm 1n mot.1.on ..m.n one got 
up. It wa.s not surprising that thGY" somet1mea bad to have ac:ae 
ld.nd of rDiaecent even at the axpenae of their camp comrades. 
We then returned to our quarters and by that time tbe roll call 
wa.s again due. So ended our soconcl ~ 1n caz;>p; and tho next 
morning we were to be marched ofi' to work with all the othar 
iiDatea. 

All '!'he prisoners had to work except the sick, thoao in 
"quarantine, • and t hose confined to their cella. The total 
C#IP strength waa d1 v.l.ded into Clllllp carmandos or ~~quadB •.dlich 
were each hNded by a •capo, • or leader, and several foremen. 
At tha head of large world..ng un1 ta wo.s a "Cbiei' Capo" llbo was 
assisted bT ISOVeral •capos• and foremen. The size of one of these 
aquadB varied trom one to several hW'Idred men. Although the Capo 
waa ~ 1n charge, a rorecan otten took over a group of ten, 
twenty, or thirty workmen. The head oi' tbe abor adm1n1strat1on 
chose the •capos," 'fCI. th the consent of the "Chief Capo 1" the 
prison.ora being assigned to ~~quado by the central aministration. 
Work storted ai'tor tho mornJ.ns roll et~ll, i.e. in s= 1'rom 
5 a.m. to l2 m. and ~ p.m. to 6 p.m. 1 in llinter i'rom 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. without interruption. There l/Oro wot'kshops i'or craftsmen, 
i'armors1 i .ndustrial workers• and vorioua technical t rades. IID.ny, 
perticularly tho so in favor, worked :l.n the camp admird.stration. 
Tba c=p wa.s provided with an "1n1'1rm.ary,• a •canteen,• 
a l.aundry, a bakery, and a aaughttu· bouse. Thus prisoners with 
certain technical training could, :l.n principle, work :l.n their own 
trades. Intallootual.s, liberal professional men, shop keepers, 
or office 110rkars wore the worst of1' and tbey represented .tull.y 
70 percent of tho total number of prisoners. The latter were 
all El!lployed as unsld.lled labor 1n tho worst and hordcat jobs, 
such as tho coal lllld gravel pJ. ts. Tho mortality among th0111 was 
trighti'ully hi(lh. But it so!Kilod to bo tho aim of tho camp 
administration to ld.ll them ofi' e.s ropidly as possible. 
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II, MY F'IRST DAXS D1 C.U;P - TI!E "IIIF'll!l.!ldt!" 

l.IY first job 110a with a der..olltion sqU3d, Since the arOD. 

aurrowxli111 the camp of AUSCIDITZ had been evacuntod for 

a radius of lllmost 100 kilooeters, all buildings , unless taken 

over by tro cwnp, ha.d to be torn down. Even new buildings wore 

der.K>llshod , OUr work consisted in tearin(l dawn such houses lltYI 

was exceedi:W strenuous, particularly oince we wore oxpe ctod to 

work at top speed . A squad consiatine ot 50 cen wa.s supposed to 

demolish a large buildins within three to four dayo; and TIQ wero 

L~tructed to salvage all buildins material. The roof of a houoe, 

for instance, had to be caretul.ly tDken dorm and all planks, 

belli:IS , tiles, etc . , stacked a~. !lotbing """ to be broken; 1n 

fact, the aliO>tC3t damage to 8J1)fthing resulted in 4ll i.l:l:r:l<IUte 

and severe beating with a shovsl or pick handle . Tho rralls had 

to be broken dOllll literally by hand, brick by brick, the cement 

sticking to each brick being arterrrards rtnoved arr:l the bricks 

pUcd ne3tly up. Even the foundatiaus had to be torn out and 

the eround afterwards levelled ao that no trace of the bouse 

remained , J.!aey cen died at this work, not only frOI!I exposure 

and the strnin, but from falling vralls and be8r.IS - especially 

those l'lho wore elderly or slcm. Froo the 50 who oct out in tha 

oorning seld01:1 more than 40 roturned on their Olll'l legs . The 

rer.>ainder were either brought as corpscc or in a state or cor-~ 
plel;e colla;>se in wheelbarrar1s or on bocu'Cia . These poor souls 

still Trere expected to appear at ovenin(: roll call, after which 

troy rrero taken to the infirmary, From cy Yrorkinll comrades Yrbo 

rtcnt there I never saw one alive oeain. 

l.IY fiCrl: with this sqU3d lanWcl over a oonth , I was then 

transferred to the ditoh-tliegine: sqU3d, Trenches or frotil 2 1/2 

to J oetera deep lnd to be dug, and for the last 50 cnntilllotors 

~:o worked stllDding in water . r:e were, or course, not allol.-ocl 

to leave the trench durine work, and this job was concidercd GB 

one o! the hardest in the c8XIp. Uaey died at it dally, Soae 

tice later I was shifted to the "concreto squad" \/here I hlld to 

heave heavy posts and sacl<.s of cement; but oJ'ter the arrival of 

rol't prisoners I was detaUed to the oal:iJ!C or concreto bricktJ . 

This bad the advantage or at lca.st beinc norl< under " roof, llhich 

wac verJ important inasmuch cs work •1ent on regardless or the 

weather . 

In addition, tho pri:x>nors were continunlly oiotre<>ted and 

a truck by ca:rr.ando leaders, Capoo, and forGr.IOn. In concral, any­

one holding a ccnnanding position in the camp liked to ~ve 

speclal emphasis to his position of superiority , llaturally, the 

character of the person ooncornod p~ed " considerable rolo; but 

the Iundocental rulo wo.s the direct responciiii.llty of the ruporior 
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tor his interiors, ecLCh 1ndi vidual. baing 1n turn responsible 

to tho collectivity. 

Those circ_,taneos fostered tbe •stool pigeon" system. 

For example, one ~ a ""rki.nS comrade diacovered a fflff pieceo 

of turnip tlhich he carotul]J' hid. He continued hie work b.lt, 
from time to time, took surreptitious b1tos otf his treasure. 
Another prisoner having •sq~od" on hiJI1 the Capo arrived 
a fw ::tlnutaa. later. It muat bo rs:uEiberod that tho Capo is 
absolute maoter oE his cocmando, and that everybody t.ries to 
get into hia good graces. UntortUllol.tely1 this favor Orton had 

to be attainod to tbe detrim.ent ot the woll-being or aanetimoo 

evan of tho lives oE other prioonera. Tho Capo proceeded to 
search our comrade and, t1 nell ng tho pieces of turnip, knocked 

the weakened can to tho ground, hitting hiJI brutal.lJ' about tho 

head and face and 1n the stomach. He then ordered hiJI to sit 

11p1 hands outstretched 1n boont of him on tho ground with 
a weig)lt ot bricks on each hand; tho pieces ot turnip were stuck 

1n his couth. W. tho men were then asaombled and 1ntomod that 

tho unfortunate man was to stq 1n this position for a '!lholo hour. 

We were warned that this puniament would bofoll ~ msnbor of 

tho comando who committed a s1milar •oti'onae.11 Tho condemnod 

man underwont thl.s ordeal guarded by one of tho forcmon, very 

eager to t\llfUl his task to tho satisfaction of tho Capo, so 
that be hit our fr181ld every t1me he t.ried to shl.1't his position 

aligbt]J'. After 15 to 20 ::tlnutos the man became W\Corwcious, but 

a bucket Of water was poured OVIJI' him and be was aeain forced 
into his original position. After be had slumped ovor sonsoloss 

for a second time, his body was thronn aside and nobody was 
allowed to pq fllrthor atteotioo to hl.m. After roll call thot 

GVOning ho was taken to the •in.f'l.rl!la.ry' whoro he dl.od two 

da¥s latfJI'. 

Or another example: on Eaater ~. 1942 tho weather was 

axtrEColy bed with a hoa"7 anowi'all. lfo were rittille 1n the mild 

scraping cecont orr bricks, boozon half atiff. S\IQdonly tho 

COilliiUllldo Chief appoarod and barked the follow-ing ordorr • Discard 

caps, coats and jacketsL" Sick with fear for what m18ht follow, 

we obeyed and oontinuod -.orkin& 1n o~~r ahl.rt sleeves. Tho capo 

anoored at us: "You d1rt7 Poles, now you can colobratol" 
A young prisoner 1 not liiOre than 16 ysars old, hod hidden 1n 
a trench. llo was terrlbl,y thin and so tramb1.1ng 111 th the cold 

that ho evid.ent]J' did not hoar the order. · Or porhapo ho dido' t 

care whathor ho hoard it or not, The capo, hOifever, had mean-

11bile stasselr'od ott (he was balf drunk) since b& dl.dn• t intend 

to reaa1n out-or-doors 1n this wretched woatber. As a matter oE 
fact, ho cared very little about the prisoners; the ooonor thl!:f 

d1od1 the botw. Tho en01< had stopped falling, but in tho cold 

wind wo booze 1n our obirt sloeves; cortain death awaited us. 
Nobocl:r knew 'llhan the capo lll18ht cCDO back, porbap:s 1n a III<CODt, 
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perhaps in a week, or in a month. Wb1le we wait.ed, the enow 

started to fall ~gain. A few foremen came running in our 

direction from a stove erow>d which th"l' had bean sitting, 

to see how we are getting on with our 110rk. ~e of thea 

discoverod the hidden ~ungator and sboutedt "All your 

clothes off, at once, you swine&• As the kid did not nact, 

the foreun pounced on h1a and stert.ed beating hiat ·~dress 

or I will beat the life out of you or, bet.ter still, I will 

~port you to the chief , • At that moment · the Capo arrived. 

}. aharp hlow ot a wh101.le: "Fall in l" We tomed our oolUIIIIlll 

and l<new that it meant •sticking to&ethar. • 'lla were led 

i .nto an open space where we aank ankle- deep in 1l1Ud. Now the 

•aport• started. "l.lownl Upl Quick ll'.archl etc.• 'ire literally 

rolled in the mud. "Flatten outl Jucpl fiml Hands out front! • 

VIe were cover ed with mud from head to foot and acercaly o.ble 

to stand. The •exerciae" had now been going on for about half 

an hour. To finish we had to do •push up• axerciaes, alternately 

lyi.ng down nat o.nd supporting our bodies on our hands . •up, 

Down, Up, U>wnl" The Chief of the Comcando inepected the rowe 

and saw sn old 118.1\ who was unable to continue. IJ:mediately an 

SS guard threw himself upon h1a and kicked h1a in the heed and 

face with heavy hob-no.l.led boots. 'lfllen at lsst the poor old 118.1\ 

gave no further sig'l ot lire, he wao left alone. We were then 

allowed to etand up and continue with our 110rl<. The bodly 

injured man was carried over to a dry spot among p!.lea of 

bricks . He opened hie ayes, tried to say something but oouldn ' t 

utter a word; and we had to l•ve h1a as in the meunti.lle the 

order waa given to rea~me work . The result waa that at the end 

of the dtl¥ we carried home another corpse. But we had grown uaed 

to it. We ~&arched and aang jolly German songs, sa the Capo 

wanted it to be ao . The Co-.>do Chief walked alongside the 

group; he grinned: "You do aing well! " 

Wring ory work in tbe •ooncrete squad• I c:auallt pnewoon:!.a 

(ea was round out later). At the boiinnins I avoided tho 

"infirmlll'y• and hopod I would get over it. I knew too well 

what happened there and that seldom one left the pleee alive. 

But I bec11:1e so weak that I oould hardly 1110ve, and finelly had 

to give in. I bocame oompletoly indifferent . In one • II¥ I waa 

lucky that my friends in tha "infirmary" took car• of me so that 

I was than able to enjoy "privileged" conditione. llben I entered 

the "Krankenbau" it waa oompoaed of three different buildingas 

Block 2B - internal illnesaea -, Block 20 - infectious illneoaoa -, 

Block 2l. - surgery. Later on three new "blocks• (Blocka 19, 9, 

and 10) were att~ched to the "in!irmary. • They 0011posed the 

ac-called "Hygiene Inotit.ute." Hare, sterilizing by X-ray 

treatment, artifi cial inaeminatioo of 110soen, as well aa 

experimon ta on blood transtuaions were carried on. llale and 

female prisoners, eapecially Jews , served IW "guinea pigs" tor 

these a>Q)arim«ota. 1h1a "block" waa ooopletely iaclated from the 

roat. of tha camp ac that newo trot> it reached ua only very aeldoa. 
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It waa not eaay to be admitted to the "l.n!irmary, • 
as the "11inia111" a;ymptall was a favor of trom J8.6 to J9 
aegrees (C). Light eases of fever wore not adm1tted. All 
applleatione tnr transfer to t.ho 0 infin:lary• had to be eub­
lll.tted to the chief of one's own "blcx:k,• who had tho ril!bt 
to reject any ouch request. 'D1en tho sick person had to 
wait for houra in the courtyard of tho "infirmary" before 
bein& called in !or prolJJ:dnary oXllndnntion . It the doctor 
(a prisoner) cone,idored h1Jil worth treotin~, loa hnd to un­
dress and uaually take a cold b<lth ho!oro beins pnsented to 
the Oennan doctor, after turther long hour• of waiting. The 
sick wore c:l.Jiseitied into two groupo, "•.ryans" W'ld Jaws. 
These groupe were again subdivided into turt.hor groups, of 
which the fl.ret included the llick who wore to reonin in 
hospital, being consicered •curable.• The second oonsibted 
ot extrcely run down patient•, chronic cues, and the halt­
starving or 11utilatod whose rea:>very could only be e!teetod by 
a long at&¥ in the hospital . 'lb18 group was practically 
condecmed to death by phenol injections in the heart reg1on. 
~.acial conaiderations played an iJnportant role. An "Aryan• 
really had to be seriously ill to be • condeoned to doa th by in­
jection, wherena 80 to 90 per can t of the Jews ''hospitalized" 
there wore "elilninotud" in thia manner . llany of tliem knew 
about thio method ond applied tor aOilioaion as so-called 
"suicide c~~ndidoteo," not having the cow·oge to throw then­
selves on to tho hip;h tension wit-es. 

This aituat.ion luted uuring the 'lllhola of 1942 until the 
time the e>aDa extermination oi interned Jeus at AIJ:;Q!il'ITt be&M• 
Danger of death by injection did not only threaten the newly­
arrived hoapitul c:asos or casualtieo. From tilne to tilne 
(usually once a month) the German doctor used to effect 
a minutu control ot all the sick. !n each werd an attenoant 
(usually o doctor) had to "pres•'flt" oach patient a nd give full 
account of h1a illneos. It t.be patient's stay happened to have 
exceeded a month, or i f be were very wonk, he was listed. 
The Oeman doctor alwaya kept the sick records of tho condiiUlud 
so as to avoid any att.aopt at interference on the part of tho 
prisonera t'-selves. J::ach such special check- up by the Oenoan 
doctor uau&l.ly resulted in a list of 200 to 400 men cond11111ed 
to death, ..t\ile the •noraal" death liat of the daily routine 
inapeetion varied from 20 to 80. The injections wore g1ven on 
the sar.te day. 1be new patien ta who woro booked for the •uyt·inp• 
(as it wll8 c:llled in the ea.p jaraon) received no clothes and had 
to r 0111ain waiting in the corridor - nnked. They wore then loci 
from Block 28 to Block 20 .. here tho "of,.,rlltion" took place in 
a spacial room. An SS man by the niV:oo of KIJ::R, a shoemaker by 
profession, gavo the injections. lie heel taken up this poet in 
the hoepitol rut a sillple SS privsto, but •e~ l ater promoted to 
SS • eroup leader, • althougll practically a moron . He olao 
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received suppl--.tary food r&tiona ond....., &warded tho Iron 

Cross. There wore days when this peyohop&th picked out 
victi.Dis trcm the 'W&l'ds on his O'IID 1.ni tiati ve, 'Without in­
utructiona trcm tho o.m.an dootor, on ..tlom to pr&ctice hia 
•technique.• He -.. a ccmpleta o.adl.st, torturins b1.s vict.ilu 

'ld.th onim&J.- like brutality before s:uttina them to death. 
Later it ..as deoidod that his nerves had 'been strained by 

•overwork• 110 en 11 &asistent11 wsa recruited, a Polish volunteer, 

by the nace of PANSZCZYK, No. f:l:11 troll C'r&cOW, who ..aa tran.­
ferred to Oenoaey during tho winter of 1942 where he pre.,._b1.7 
clied. ,The i .njectiona """' th.., sporadically administered by 

•sanitatsdionstgehi.lfsn, • or gLvon by tho chisf of ths • infirmary.• 

For a certain tilno, another Polo named JEIIZY SZYIIK<MIAK, 
No. 15490, •.tlmctioood" voluntarily; he died in tho ~r of 

1943. 

Tho injections ""ro not only IICoiniatored to the ""ak and 

ill, b.lt also to prisoners in the political section who woro 
condemned to death. Apart trom this, on one occaaion, two 
groups (tho first ccmposed of 4{)1 tho second of 80 prisoners) 

of young anc1 strong youths batween the ages of 13 and 16 yeo.ra 
""re s:ut to death, on the ground that tboy were •orphans• &nd 

could not be considered in the c3mp as Ml.- fledged 100rkers. 

In the autumn of 1942 .,_ tho mass&cre of the Wl!LIJI 
transports which caused Bl'$1lt unrest in the camp. Ckte of the 
sanitary service attendants rei'Used to administer injections, 

stot1n11 that he wna an SS man and not & murderer of children. 
Another &ttend.ant had to be SUIIIIIIOned to c&rry out the job. 
This atfsir caused a lot of talk and stir as at leAst 151000 
to 20,000 people lost their lives and ""en !ERLIII asked for an 

explanation of the higll mortolity rate in the hospital. The head­

doctor, '/IIR'n, diaclailnad all knowledge of such ovents and laid 

the blaJIIe on tho camp doctor llhose ,_ was BNTREST, a QerJII&n 

froa tho POSEN district. A IIOCic inquiry was bold at which 

witnesses .f'ror.t tho hospital a<binistr&tion had to testii'y anc1 the 

lists of the 0 deceaaad" wero checkecl. As "J;UDialllwnt• tho camp 

doctor wsa ailllll4' transferred in the saoe cap&city to the •ruw.. •• 
As a result of all. this, 111Ul'dering by means o! injections stopped 

for a while, alt'-gll it -.. resuaecl on a IICI&ller aea1e eoon 

attor'W&l'ds !or hopelas~ sick caaoa. llaey of thoao condermed to 

the • ayringoq were uaed aa experimental material in tho •Hygiene 

Institute• (Block 10). The injections doubUeoal.y t:rightenod the 

prisoners .from asking to be 8dclittecl to the hospital. 

Another ujor da~er in the cm p 'IOU "delousing, • aa 1t was 
eupbol'lll.atically called. The whole camp obviously was covered 'With 

lice and neas and largo disinfection progra.ns wore carried out. 

Ho...ever, the results ,..re never apparent and our "washing" always 

c- b&ck almost as full of lice. Actually, the • delousing" was 
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de3ignod t.o combat typhus opideml.cs which had beco:ru> a real 
placuo at tho ca;np. Dur1:1g thoso actions cvoryl>c>ey 1l'll8 

OXil=d.nod and t.!IOSO ld. th bad COIIIploxi.ona or in naJ<onod bod.il,y 
condition ...,,..,, according t.o tho ClltiP doct.or• s :sood, destined t.o 
be flil3SOdo They mll"O ~ led t.o thB "int.!.r::lar/' f'r<le 'fthoro 
IJJ t.o 50 porcont were "evacuat&l. • A "delousing'' action .mich t.ook 
a particularly largo toll in victim:J was conducted in July, 1942. 
Durilljj tho course of this 11p.lrgo" tho I'IOIIk, those ill with typhuo 
or in post-typhus (luaranti.'le, wero nll sent to ll:lZI:lSKI without 
exception. Thia method was considorod the most r adiclll for 
elilll:l.nating typhua. Tho way i n .mich those condemned to tho g;~s 
cho:ubers 'I'IOro transferred to thsir doom wo.a oxceptioMlly brutlll 
anc1 inhuman. Serious cases from tho ourgiclll ..rnrd who still hod 
tnoir bancla&ls on, and a procession of exhausted 4111 horribly 
ecneiated patients, even convalescents on tlle rood t.o roeov;,ry, 
..ere loaded on t.o trucks, They ...,ro llll Mkod a;'XI t..,o spoe"..aclo 
was dread!Ul in tlle axtreoo. The truck11 p.lllod up at tllo 
entrance of tho block and tho unfortunate victi= wcro simply 
t.'lronn or pUed on by the attendants (I fro(luently 1'11. tnessod such 
tragic transports). A hundred pooplo \'tOr& often jamod int.o 
a emall truck . They all l<nen oxactly mat thoir fat.o was to 
be. Tho lArgo majority remained complotoly apathotic •milo 
others, mostly patients fr01:1 the surgory wi. th bloody and caping 
\TOunds or frightful. sores, stl"U{l(ll.Od frMticlllly. All o.round tho 
trucks S3 t\0!\ millod about l1l<o mad:nen, booting back tho hOI'Iling 
erOI'Id trying t.o loan out, Svory til!lo it was a terrible oxpcrie:1cc 
t.o have to drag our friends t.o tho truck, llost of them 110ro 
(laiet and bid us farewell., but novor forgot to rBCJind us1 • Do 
not forget revont~e.• Under IIUCh conditions msn• s hearts turn t.o 
st.ono, Imagine a prisoner• s Jc:Ul.1nc his brother in ono of t..,o 
wards so aa to avoid his having t.o undergo the drendi'lll trip lr; 
truclc . (I heppen to l<nO'I>' tho names and imnatriculation Dl.ltlbors 
of these two particular prisoners) . It can Troll bo imaginod that 
110 just sbruooed our shoulders ".bon told tho Gennan fairy tales 
rog"X'dina tho KA'l'YN incident. 

ill. THE Jl!l,!S 

Originally, the ca;op of AUSCitTITZ was intendad onl.,y tor Polos. 
It was ~ed tv a group of Oemans (no ""ro t.~ JO at tho bo­
gi.nni.ng) ..tlo hod boon transferrod from a Deman concentrAtion 
canp, They wero prisoners as 110U but "camp veterans," 1f such o.n 
expression may be used. Most ot them hod boon imprisoned aa far 
back aa l9J4 and wore <>11 moro or loss professional cr:l.milulls . 
!l:>t as tioo wont on AUSCHWITZ bocamo moro DJ'XI more of 11n intllr­
n.ntional C4ll\ll and the .11rst Jaws started to arr1 ve i n 1941. Thoy 
wore imoodilltoly separated from tho "Arynna" 3lld (luartorod in 
spocial "blocks." Although at tho tilne systa:latie exocutions 100r0 
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not an establi.shod rule, it can be stated that aa a result of 

bad treatoont by SS men, Capos and torecen ( the maJority of 

Oemo.n oricin but often Poles who were enlisted by force), 

a Jaw - irrespectiva of his ~sical condition - could not last 

more than two -kG. A yoq Jf1'11, for inStance, who "114 robust 

enoiJCb to be able to do hill work ''on the double" (tor exilmple 

pushing a heavil,y laden wheelbarrow) 'I!Duld most probably be 

unable to keop it up in tbe len& run. It he should show atena 
of boldine out , he would ina vita b1y be killed sooner or later 

by euch mistreatment aa be ins beaten •d. th a shovel or pick 

randle. 

In t hose do_ys ill the Jews !'ad to work in the "quarry 

squad. • At a trot they I"Bd to brine grawl on -.h.eelberrows 

frOfll a pit abou~ 15 to 20 rnetors deop up a steep slope. At 

the top, SS men and Capos checked their work and the speed at 

which it was carried out, and OJ1Yone conaiderecl as "loafing" 

was eimply pushed over beclomrds when be ar ri 'Vecl at the top eo 

that he crashed back do'ftl'l the incline with his fully :uidan 

barrow. This ~ one or the guarde' favourite paotimae. Such 

trcab:tent or Jewish prisoners prevailed fra:. the tioe the first 

JeTIO arrivod at t he camp 'until the spring or 191,2 when the 

tirot lart~ transports or Jawo (tens of thousands ~ began to 

arriw and the extem.ination campaisn was gettins underway. At 

f irst there r.ere few JO\"'s at the camp, moet or th011 of Polich 

origin, who had been sent there along with other Poles. Th~ 

ware i=edi.ately separated from tho latter. They had been 

arrested not as a coneoquenca or their being Jewieh, but for 

offenses directed acninst "the security or the German State. " 

Only from the spring or 1942 on were they rounded up and 

extaminated •en masse" on racial erounds. Certain large scale 

preparations had to be r.ulde to recoivo thaoe mass traneports al¥1 

a special eaacentration camp was opened at BIRKEilAU (the Pol.illl1 

name or the village i8 llAJSKO) . J\dmini:>tered by Germans and 

Poles, tho camp TillS guarded by SS dotacbnonts. Conditions r.ere 

appallinl) . The caop had no water, no drainage system, and not 

even the cost elcentary h:fc:l.enic installetions. '!'be Jews 

remained in civilian clothes -.hich rrorc marked With red paint. 

Food was supposed to be distribut.ed to then on a besis sim1lar 

to that prevailing in AUSCmriTZ, rut abuse was nac:rant. It 

often happened that tho imates recei ved nothine to eat for da:ys 

and then only a small part or the ro.tions they should have had . 

Altogether they ""re inhu::-.anl:y treated. The sl~test cgcplaint 

wna punishable by death. 

The first laree convoys arrived i'roa Franco and Slowlda. 

Phyeical.l,y able 1:1en and wa:~cn - tho:so m. thout children or the 

r.~othors or grownup chi.ldrPn - were oont to tJ:ie camp or 

BIRIO!IIAU. The re..aindor, i . e. old or weak men, WCE1en with 
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:J:nall ehUdren, and oll those unfit for lM<>ur, were taken to 
the ilirch Wood (truzZINKI) and killed by means of hyl:irocyanio 
gas . For this J1U'poso special gaa~ing bo.rracks had boon b.lUt 
there . Thase consisted of largo h.olls, airtight, and provided 
•:d.th ventilstors 1'1hich could be opened or closed according to 
tho need. Inside thoy nora equippod so as to create the 
impression of bathing cstablishmonts. This was done to deceive 
the victims and make th(Jll more manageable. The oxeeutions took 
place as follONS: · each death convoy consisted of sane S to 10 
trucks packed rl th the 11 select<les;" the convoy was unfluarded as 
the 1·rhole frightful drama took place on camp terri tory. 
A pri vato car containing tho cn.'llp doctor follO\ved oaeh truck 
convo-1 since i t 1vns co:npulsory for ldln to be pro sent at these 
illas.s executions. On their arrival at the g3ssing establi shment, 
whiclt Y/Ss surrounded by a double barbed 1vire fence, men, women, 
and chiliiren had to canpletely undross. Each of them 110s Si ven 
a tOYiel and a pioce of soap. Then they "ore driven i n to the 
barr ack until it was canplotoly filled up, Evo:ything 11as 
hermetically closed, and specially t rsined SS units threvt 
hydr.ocyanic bortbs through the ventilation openings . After a bout 
ten J:dnutes the doors 1<era opened, and a special squad composed 
exclusi voly of Je-:ts had t o clear a,-,tay tho bodies and prepare 
f or a D0'\7 group of "selectoes . 11 The crematoria hnd not yet 
been constr.J.dad, aJ. though t.ltore y(.ls a sm.aJ.J. ono at AUSCI~YI'!Z 
1mich , boYrever, w3s not eopl oyod for b.lrning these bodies. Mass 
gra•tes 1-ero dug at that time into which t he corpses wore simpl y 
thro\'ll'l, This continued i nto tho autumn of 1942. By this time 
o.."ttarmination by gas was boinc inte:>sified and toore •tas no more 
time even for such summary burial , Rem upon rO\T of bodies of 
r.Jurdered Jcms, covered only by a thin lAyer of earth, wore 
widely dispersed in tho surrounding fields, causi ng tho soil to 
bacome 3.lsnost m.arshy through the putrafaction of the bodies . 
The smell emanating from theso fields became intolerable , In 
tho autumn of 1942 all that remained of the bodies had to be 
exhumed and tho tones collect ed and burned in t he crematoria 
(by that tl.J:Ie four hod been complated). An alternativo was to 
gather the remains of tho unfortw1ato victims into heaps, 
pour gasoline over them, and leave it to the flames to finish 
the tra;:ody. The i:mncnse quantity of human 3shes thus collected 
>taS carted away in evory direction to be scattered over t.lte 
fields where those J!Ull-tyrs hod found their l ast rest . 

In the meantime, the crematoria had been finished and the 
number of arrival & "as steadily increaainc. Gassi..'lg and burning 
<tare carried out at rocord speed but the supply of corpses bec11100 
so largo that occasionally they had to re<Jort to the old mothod 
of ope!' air cr9!18tion. It i.s estimated that apprO>d.mately 
1 l/2 ll!illion Jens >1ere extennina ted in this manner. l'ii th the 
oxcaption of the Polish JeviS, tho other Jews had no idea what 
vtaS in store far thor.> at AUSC!t"II'l'Z . \Ve wore told by Dutch and 
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French Jews that the Oemana had informed tbem thQt they were 
leaving their country to be tranaferred to Polllnd 11hero ewryollAI 
woulc1 be able to ccntinue 110rk in his own proteasi.on or, still 
bettor, -.dlere 1br each shop, concern, or h ctoey ae:ized tv the 
Oeno:ms an equivalent sou.rco ot livelihood 110uld be ~t at 
their clisposal. They ""ro to talco tbeir whole fortunes 1CI. th 
them and liquid ca:~h !or at least llix woelca. Th:h resulted in 
considerable amounts of money and valuables being brought to . 
AUSCHYIITZ (moat of thsn ~>¥ ~tell bonkers and cliamond merchants), 
moat or ..CUch was stolen b:f the camp starr, SS men, and ' 
prisoners. The condemned J""" genonlly !aced their tate 
calmly, although those arriving in 1943 had a clearer idea ot 
what awaited thom. The sporacl1c attempts at rebellion and maaa 
oacapo, when the freight cars •~ero mloaded upon arrival, were 
blooc111y ropollod, The special rs1.lway ·sid1118 reserved 1br 
tho convoys '.as S~.rrounded b:f soarchllgbt and machine 6\11\ poata. 
On one occasion those un1brtunate people scored a small.' S~.ccesa. 
It 1111st havo been du-'"ing September or October, 1943 atter 
a transport ot 110men bad arrived, The &(:companying SS men had 

ordered them to undress and wero about to drive tha:l into the 
gas chamber, This =ent was always used b:f tho gua.rda a:s 
a eood opportunity tor looting, and rinss and wrist watches ftro 
torn ott ..,.on• a finsers and arms , In tbjl .coni\leion resulting 
trom one such attack, one \'lOman managed to l!ll&t.ch the pistol ot 
ss Groupleader SC!IlLLIKlE!l and t1.re threo sh>ta at him. He was 
aerioualy wounded and died tho next <Ia¥• This gave the si~P\&1 
tor t he others to attack the executioners and thoir hench-
men , One ss m11n had his nose tom off, another waa scalped, but 
unfortunately none of the womon was able to escape. .Altbou&h 
an nttcmpt ..as made to keop this incident aocret, it resulted in 
an order' s being iSS\led •. horeby SS men fl8re not allowed to rema.1n 
in camp otter 8 p.m. 

Tile extel'tlination ot JO'II'S continued relentlossly, altbclu&h 
in the camp tension relaxed to a certain axtent, The tate ot 
thooo Jm1s ndmi ttod to tho camp hac been deooribed in the 
ooct.iona or my roport dea11ng td th tb.a gassing und k1U1ng or the 
ill by means of injections, • 

IV. ~TIONS 

Until tho S\llliiiXIr of 1941 AJJSCH\1l'l'Z >tOO mainly a concentration 
camp in r.hich no executions had talcen placo ao tar. Tho tirst 
oxocution.s Cllr.IO ns a surpriso tor tbo mnjori t:r ot the C81:lp' s 
i~E~D.tes. They began in the S11:1::11!1r of 1941 ..Ceo ono evenina &!tor 
roll cell, variou:~ n=bera were cal.lsd up (I woU l'CC181Dbar there 

wero 18 "'""' tro:a Cracow alono), The men ..Ooao l'lllllbera bad boon 
called wero ordorod ~ the stock room, whore they had to givo up 



BLOCK 10 WAlL 

(Isolated) Execution Place 
FJCIT 

GATE 

CAMP STREET 

BLOCK II 

Below: Cell Block 

' , 
.... 
\11 



- 16-

~heir clo~hen and lloro &1-ven old rans (a shirt and pants) in ex­

change , Then they wore tnkon to the f:l'llVOl pit and shot with 
pis~ols at point blank range , The othor prisoners wore not 
11llowed to bo present at the shooting, but u.., execution was so 

arranged thAt practically the whole canp could witnesll the 

proceodineo , After t ho execution 11 spociaJ. cOill:llllldo was 
do:>ignated to bury tho bodies , This incident cauaed a great 
deal of unrest within the camp, as we had assumed Wltil then thAt 

deportation to a concentration c.:ll:lp excluded the de4th penalty 

for o.rronces againot the security or the Oenr.an State. f'raa 

this day on executiono r.ere Cllrried out llt more lou regular 
intorvnls , the victims bei ng called up on TUesdays ll!ld f'rid~e . 

Llter a special place of execution was set up within the camp•o 

boundary, Ill\ open apace between " ill.ocks 10 and 11" whore 
executions took place eenerall;y in the corning. 

The index cards of the condemned men were sent frCF.l the 
chief clerk 's office to the respective "blocks" lind in the 

corning, i. -u:>ediate:cy after roll call, the nucbers or the 
prisoner:~ qre called up by the "block recorder. • Ir the 
imex card bore tho inscription •to report i=ediato:cy after 

roll call" and the si&nature or the "recordins clerk' .. it 
meant thAt the prisoner called up was to be shot . The "block 

recorder" assecbled the victics and broU{lbt them over to tho 
chief clerk ' ll office. T'nere the n~<:~bers, J'lllnes, and dates or 
birth wore checked ajlain. Or<lored into rows of five by the 
c.>np oldest llnd the block eldest (also prisoners), thoy were then 

marched to the place of execution. If tho shooting was on:cy to 

take place a few hours later, t ho mn wore locked up in cells , 

If the execution, halntver, was to be carried out at once they 

were taken first to the washhouse . They undres~ed and their 
nucbers wore marked on their thiehs ll'ith indelible pencU. A!ter 

those propar4tions, thoy were ai;nn lined up in fives and then 

sent out to the execution wall (first four men and then t wo at 

a tice) , The ..en were led out by the block eldest or "Block ll • 

or than by the Capo or the coll block (a Jew) , who took hold of 

the hands or the CC!nder.!Ded and drag::ed thor.t out to the wall 

where he stood between the two. I n tho beginning the condemned 
,..,re forced to kneel am bend their heads forward, but later they 

\YOre U3uall;y shot standing. The executioners shot their victics 

in the back or the head with a short-barrelled rifle \lhich 1:\Sde 

11 muffled report. 

After the execution the " body bearers" 1<ent into action and 

removed the corpses to a nearby stable where they wore thrown on 

a hea!) or straw, Tho blood stains were recoved and the OIIIPlace­

mont prepnrod for tho execution or two t\lrthcr victims. After 

the l'lholo IJroup had been liquidated, tho bodies weN kept in 
"Dlock 2B" untU the evening. At dusk oll the bodies, including 

those or other pri:Joners deceased during t he saz:te clay' nere 
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piled on to a bi& cart and pulled to the crematoria . Later, 

the corpses were aleo removed trom the place of execution in 
coffins and, it 11 considerable number wore iii'YOlvod, n truck 

was used for this purpose. These • death transport<!" always 
took place cUring hours of curfew, as the cacp authorities 

wished to keep the executions as secret as possible, in which 
they were, however, not particularly otuceeu!UJ. . 

Aa mentioned before, such executione started during the 
sumner of 1941 and reached a peak in 1942 with the transf er of 

"disciplinary collj)&l'lies• troa AUSalWIT'l to IlAJSKO (BIRKENAU) 
towards the end of lolay, 1942. 'lbgether with a large group of 

"liuaelJilllnner" ( "'lu.el.clann• was a term applied in camp jargon 

to convicts utterly exhausted by starvation or over work) 
many young and sturdy men were selected nnd dra1'ted into these 

·~sciplinary companies.• They were all marked with a large 

red clot, as in these special groups tho iruaates were differ entiated 

by red clots on their chests and backs f or offences collllll.tted in 

civil life and by black circles for • crimea• c:ommitted 1n the 

camp itself, Such • compenioa• were made up of about 500 men of 

who111, every second dey, 10 to 1 5 were shot, 'ftte roet of them 
had to work extrcely hard and await their tum . At the same 

time maaa executions started in AIJSCI!'IliTl (middle of lolay, 1942 ). 
Once, twice, or three times a week, 40 to 60 men were sillply 

picked out and shot. lleatleaanesa increased 1n tho cllllp, when 

by the middle of June the ai tuation hod not changed, to a point 

approachire open rebellion, aapscially after one maoo execution 
which cost tha lives of 120 prisoners. The camp acbiniatration 

apparently got wind or this and, durins a roll call sometime 1n 
June 1 it. was tonnounced that executions would cease and the 
death penalty would be abolished. I t was true thAt the prisoners 

reacted with deep distrust, but on the whole the nowa had 

8 quieting effect on everybody. And, in fact, there was a pause 

of 1 to 1 1/2 110ntha after which executions began ngain, althoug)\ 

leas often and only 1n small. croups. 1bis state of affairs 
continued until October, 1942 when one ot the larseat usa 

executions ever held took 247 v1cti.m8, all Pol es trom the WBLIN 
and PODHALA district s • . Terror broke out 1n tho cllllp no a reault, 

although again many r eacted with complete npethy. This ended 
8 ghastly series of executions of prisoners who, upon arrival 1n 

tha eamp, were already condtmned to denth. &lt some of them had 
been 1n ca.p over a year without knowing that their fate was 

already sealed. I t often happened, !or instance, that a prisoner 

selected for execution would ba lying ill in tho hoepital but, 

as the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly 

injection in his bed. The f81:10WI Polish actor Witold ZACHAREWICZ 
was aurdered 1n th1a way. 
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All thill , o! course, did not moan that October, 1942 saw tho 
end o! tho execution o! prisoners bro~~~:ht. t.o AUSCI:1'11TZ "flith death 
..-arranta 81read7 oigno<l. Only tho oetho<l UDdenent certain 
cllar.ges . In the earl,y da,ys 1 tor 1nat.anoo, the Aryan prisoners had 
al.ways been ~1ven nll:lbers and then 1ncorporat.e<l into tho C&lll• 
Later a new J:>ttho<l was evolvad conaioti111 1n iJ::J:le<!1atel,y d.1v1<11nc 
tho newcanoro into two groups: thoao condeaned to death and 
those who were to remain as regular ii'JC>:ltee . The .fir~t group 
ms not allotecl serial. nuobers but <lirootl,y transi'erred !ran 
the ''block loader ' s " central offico to the cells in "Block ll . " 
The executions took place there and tho arrivala t~ere eithor shot 
at once or a. few days later. This proco<luro TI3.S adopted in nn 
attempt to koop the ..mole matter secret, and executions Y<Ore onl,y 
carrio<l out late at night . In ad<l1t1on, ~he canp in::'.ates were 
led t.o beliovo that only •civ1lians" wore aubc1tted t.o this 
radical trentc.ont (it 111ust be stated tllnt onl,y a perca:'lent conp 
imate wna considered a "prisoner," ..moroas newcocers, "flithout 
n111:1bera and ..mo bad not yet joined tho r anJ-.s, were still 
desi{'1lated as "civilians•) . So as long as onl,y "civilians" m~ro 
executed the rei:Ular i nmates wore not po.rticularly upset. 

E>cecutions of "prisoners ,:• howevor 1 did not cease alto{lethor. 
The camp admi.n1stret1on was extrecoly aevoro regardinc discipline 
and respect o! cnmp rules . For tho oliahtcat or.!l.aGion one llli:J 

carchcd of! to the execution cella and1 of course, never returned. 
Thincs be~ ewn worse llhen tho political section (~:~eaning tho 
c.'IZ:lp Gestapo) decided to take chargo of tho punisment of potty 
internal offences . The i'requent reoult """ t hat they decided 
questions of lii'll and death accord:ing to their arm ,1ud{,:lcnt . 
BribcrJ bec01:1o the order of the day. A::lonc the "offences" !or 
bei."'(; locl:od up 1n the e..'tecution colla TlOre: being "poll ticnlly 
suspect" on tho (ll'OW'Ids of having contacted "civilians" in the 
camp, sproa<ling political. news or COClOOnting on the Geman Hid> 
Command' s coowuniques, drunkenness, theft (foo<lstui'fs gdld, 
precious stones), p reme<litated escape, otc. The deatft colla 
>:ere al.ways ovorcrO\'Ided and every n01'1 and then t hey had to bo 
•evacuat.e<l . " This took place as foll01'13 : the camp lender 1 ohio! 
of tho political section, GRABIIER by JUill8 1 c:lllshed in, accCilpanied 
lTf 4 nmber o! SS r.oen as drunk as hin.oal.f. They went i'r<:c cell 
to cell, taldng daom tho particulars o! each occupant 's caso, 
the renson !or his punishr:lent, etc. U tho CBI:!P lender had n list 
of those condeaned to death 1n hand 1 tho prisoners could consider 
ther.~Sol ves lucky, :Lna.smuch as it ci(:ht. not yet be their turn. 
But wrually no notice was teken of such 4 list. ",'/hat docided tho 
individual prisoner's fate was mo.inl,y the impression he r.w!o on 
this c:ong of drunkards and tho mood 1n which the camp loader 
hoppened to be . Thoro was no quostion of considerill{l tho nctunl 
penalty. U tho inpression he ma<lo r.as not too untavour.:J.bl.o , tho 
prisoner Nnainod 1n his cell to aTm.it his oxocution a t e l4tet· 
date unless he ttont to his death voluntarily. The nhdle 
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~cPM;Uo:n • ca acoocpanhcl b)' a &rMit dul ot vUe l..ttl.cuato and 
b:nat.ll \l'Pt.-21t.. Usually 8S t.o 90 per01nt. or \.he doeat.h ceoU 
oc('Uf»n1.e "" •evoa.cv.a~ Md ahot. in !rant. of \obi all eo t.ba\ 
.-~ .... ap.1n anil..able t or"""' arrhda. 1be CMP ln ,.,n.rel 
... , ol oou:n, n ..... r 1ntonwd of c..hU aocr•t. Jt.IOUot nor -tlo 
"" lt.a rlcU. . U U t.:-u. t.ba\. \.be rela1.1v.a o f U. Yic-U• 
.. ,., cNl7 1ntorned, tom. t.hl oou.t ot doat.h .., alwan P.•trt u 
bein& •ntt.u.roJ..• iolt 1.ner·ed1'bU ~unt. ot JM.pe:r • •• waatecl 
coapiUnc t ake r ec:ord.l o f iU.ntNol, tevtr charta, ete., c!en1ned 
t.o Jun1ty each ain&l.e d .. t.h. Death •IVlOuncecnent.o were 
toltarapbod rwtver r.oro than at tM r•t• o f two 1 day so aa not. 
t.o orouae auapicion on the •outl1du. • Ff'OII the bel~in& 
the excoutiona were corrttd out by • tin&).e INinl t1rat.., by 
1110bot•tchA.rtl\hl"er• PALI'JSCH, • ho • •• later ecnt to an oN1cera' 
t.rl.inine oenUr, and t hen b7 ~tScharttth.rer .. S'Tli1U''l. 1 • ·ho at.Ul 
ptrtor.a \.b .. e OJt.iea. Execut.ton.a ot "WOllen were report.ocl t'roa 
AliSar.UTZ, but. 1n emall nu:aben. On t.he o\.her hand, g.rM\. 

n\aben ot p.opl.e -..re a)J)t atur hn1 . .nc been brought. 1r. b)' 
t.nack at.niebt. f'roa tretdca o r hoa prlaona. In t-.o 1nat.ar.CN 
.tole t.-illea -.r. u.c:utAtd,. pt~rt'n\.1 \Optl'l4;r 1d. th the! r 
ctd.lcsretl. In one eue,. an Wa.n\. a tn .ont.M o.ld tndocl hl.a 
ahor\ ute 1r. the aru: of h1a .,t.her belf'!re t.he execution wtll . 
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HOlD FOR P.ELEASE HOlD 1'00 RI:l.EASI: HO!D FOR ~E 

CAUTIOII : 'l'ho folloonc !JUST DE I!ELD lll Co::llriDZIJCE unt ll 

released . 

llOTE: Release 1s for ALL llECIILAA EDITID!I$ of liO!ll'II!Kl IIE'•'!S-

PM'ERS of Sunday, Jo:IUary tlf!">tv'-thir<!, 1944. 

Reloaso lrJ rad!.o co::r..cntatorc , nettsca~ters, etc. , NOT 

EARLIER THAll 9 :00 P.l4. , E.'ii.T. , Saturucy, January 22 , 1944. 

S'i'EJ'Hlo!f EAilU 
Se. tnry to the !'resident 



The President today, by Executive Orde~, set up 

a 'tfor Refugee Board cousisti~ of tho Secretary of Stc.te, 

the Secretary of the . Treos~nd~e Secreyary of War, t o 
C7t~~ ,~ "•4-

take action for th'3 ir.unod te rescue A of as many as po::~:;;Lo~ ... 

of the porsP.cuted minorities of Eu.roJJ~\ft....-•• 



War Refugee Board coneia 

Secretary of the Treasury 

act1on§r 

poe Bible 

a 2 

and the other 

ot p·r••nu t 1 QD d 1' c. 0 cf'd 
The Executive Order declares that "it ie the ~lioy 

of th1e Government to take all meeeuree wi thin i te power to 

rescue the victims ot enemy oppreeei on who are in i mmi nent 

danger of death and otherwise t o aftord euch victims all 

poea1ble relief and aeeiatanoe ooneietent with the successful 

proeecution ot the war •. 

The Board ie charged with d1reot reepone1b1lity t o 

the President i n seeing that tho announced poli cy i e carried 

out. The Preeident indicated thet while he would l ook directly 

to the Board for the euooeeetul executi on o t thie policy, t he 

Board, of course, would cooperate tully w1 th the. Intergovern­

mental Commi ttee, the Unit ed Nations Relief and Rehabi l itation 

Adm1n1etrat1on, and other i nterested i nternational organiza­

tions. 

The Pree1dent stated that he ~a golft8 •a e•k tar end 

fr~ ' 
tba; ~expected the cooperation o f all members of the United 

ol\, 

Nations and other foreign goYernments in carryi ng out thie 

ditti cult but important taek. He stated that the existing 

t aoilit1ee ot t he State, Treasury and War Department• would be 
.... ¢ c 1 1 ( ••• 

employed t'lf? • h aid -. Axis v1ot1me to the tulleet ••tent 

pose1ble. He etreeeed that 1t wae urgent that action be taken 



at once to toreetall the plan ot the Na~ie t o exterMinate all 

the Java and other pereecuted m1nor1t1ea in Europe. 
~ 

It vill be the dutr ot ~ full-tiMe Executive 

Director ot the Board to arrange tor the proMpt execution ot 

the plene and programe developed and the measuree inaugurated 

br the Board. 

' . . 



.. ...,., u. l,U 

Cllt'UJI'a 11M tollc.lllf! wst a 12.1D Ul mmor:£:1 wn.U .. ,...... 
r.E~ .. 14tM 11 (r;ttr AU. I!DJW l:tl:tU. ot *-'liiUG 
ar.::sruDI5 ot 5lm:S.aJ, JanUlTf 1.-ra.,- u..trd, l.fiti.L. 

ilelease b7 radio co.;en\.lt.ora, netrM:a•t•r•, o\oc., 
107 F.AIIUU 1"MU 9100 P. tJ. , J ,1:.t., Sltwdi!J, At.~::, lfUI, 

sm .lEN EAIU.t 
S.Crt\Cit'/ \0 !ot.l l"ruldtnL 

n .. f'Nll!.dor.r .. t«•:-, ... , E..f!Ot\ ""'" Onltr, ••'- t.op. 
'io11r IIC\Ii'f• &:Mu-d OU·<-h . ._Lc tJ:· Lto $ocNWi1'7 ot foW.t.o, UIO 
Soc,..u,. ot \ilo 'h'l'lflall') 11.c1 tl• h(.n.\.tt'J or \..1r, \0 t.olco 
ac1.t.on tor 1.1'4 t.INICU.at.e ~C"U' tron \.,.._ l:nb ot •• MA1 •• 
,..olblo or W p<!n::eut•Mt ullwt1\.1ea or '!l.ropt - NcLtl, 
hlict.fN: or rolht.nl - 1;'!.1 cht.U.e 'l'lcU• or ~ 
••C0-1'7· 

n.o ~:x~Kt:~U.•• OrOitr ~ .... thl\. •1t t.a U.o poUq 
ot \Mo Oorremnmt \0 ~~ all ......,.... 1flt..h\a t.u ,c-tr \.0 
~ U. 'l'lc:'t.t. of cna:;r appre$$1olft ...,. aro ln l.Mlnlft\. 
~r or oe..\.h ...- OU.Crebe t.O atfyf'll llldl. ncU• aU 
,...U,~ rel.J.tf to: USUC..<* C:QNl$\Mi\ w\\h U'le .-oc•o­
&1 pr"'6KU1.ton of Uoe ...,.., 

1'!1• bl'd. La ct.azvd dl.h direct r..,oMlbt.ll\1 to 
t.M Pr•s.dlf1\. t.n ad.tc \AU. t.he atllOUfi.COid rollQ' t.a can-te<a 
OU1. . n. Prfltdent. !nd.i~\ocd thai. Whllo 1w IIOIII.ld look dJrecLl.7 
t.o w lkllrcl rn u. INCce.:Lt\11 uecu\l<.ln or \bl• poUey. \hi 
IOvd, ot coui"M, would coor,.erot.o t\111¥ wllh th" ltlt.orCO""I'fl­
nonW.l Cor-1t.t.ec, Ulo lh!t.ed Na·tions Rcllctt and ltllhabtlU.t .. 
t.lon Adldnl.l'-1"4\.lon, and O\hl!r t.nt.er11n.«< 1n\.tnl&\lON1 c .... 
canl'IA \.lor-.:~. ' 

Tbo Pre2-lden1. •tAt.ecl t.hnt. *'• exp.e~t.~ t.o ob\.41itl t.no 
00Cifi0Nt.1on or o,\1 IMI.~~ ot tl'lo \lnl\4d &\\.Lon• and ot.hor 
tl:n'cl.(11 r,ovnrrocnt.ll l.n CAIT'Ti~ ou\. ~ dlttJ.CNl1. bioi\ illpoOrt.An\. 
1.a1k. llo lit.&~ tl.cl t.l.e ~':h-t.hc: tac:Ult.t."' or Lh-. St.&\.o, 
Tr•wl)' lhd til.r- Detcrt.."\m~~ ,.,.Jld, be eaplo)'«< W lld A.U• 
'1\ct.liiiCI to \.M t'l&~~\ "1\"'r.t r.oe;dble, IC. tt.nM..; \l'lat. 1\. 
•• •tc•IL u.r.. act.!«~ boor t.,;..;/Jt at. or.c.o t.o r..-.. ,.u \he plan 
or W llt.a\• t.o e~tA ro.~l u. .:.,. and 0\hlr poi'MC'Itwct 
al.aol1 r..l• a 1n rlra Npr. 

It. •W be \.i:ID ¢lV uta &ll-t.lae ~t.ho Dhect.or 
ot \M ... N r..o arnnc• ro:- toM p,...... o.tC'It\.Loft .r "'• ,u,. 
and t~~I'CIC,.. ...,.tqw.! and u-.. --r• U..p"\.ild b1 t.M 

""""· 
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w .:nu....-:1 J\AtM am •• c .... ro.r ill Ch'-f or w AntoY w Ita¥)', Md 

ia eNer to ett.awat.e • hh all potttt.\41 •I*Ml \M rt•ou• .m Nli4t 

.t •• Tlct.U. .r..,... .......,...J .. , H Y llltretiJ wJeN u toU• •• 
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n.,.rd lhall cnM1u. ot t.l111 S.cn~tArJ or S\A\.eo U. atcret..ry or LM 

1'r•aauy lltld UW 5e~t417 Of Yu. 'lhl lloe.rd •1 l'tqllltt. Ult "'-lilt 

el fthr _.,..u,. er ••n-•\.t \0 pt.nJ.dPIW ta h"' 4tU~rat1e~~t 
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etr-.u .. ...a-rec tOt:" (a) v. ~. \n!Nporut.IM, •S..O~ _. 

.-.u.r ot u. •kt.W or ""• opp ..... t-., .,.. (II) uw .. ta:~U.-.1'1\ 
ot 1~""" It( """.,...._.., r-tv.c- ror s!Od'l •l4U•· TO Ulta ....s u. 
IIOU'It, UIJ'OI.I"' •Pflt'Ofirla~ channels, ahoU t.alD Ulo I'IIOOJ.IIo.t7 •~pe t.o 
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~nm·t- .r tM• omv. .. At.le Dapt.r•• .... u •.F"S".LIIt. 1;-tl&l 

1\U.dwt WltJI tUpl_.\JC '"'""• or1 \;l'lO l'too-i!!-.I·.Uio.rl oC t.M l•l'd, 
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January 28 , 1944 

MEMO!lANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

I have had a number ot 
namec subro1tted t o me tor Executi ve 
Dlreotor of t h e liar ltut'ugee Board 
and ot the naroee oubmitted, I 
t hlnlt Ton nnletter and Aubrey 
Wllllemo shoul~be g lvcn e pcolal 
cone1derat1on . ~ 

~5J9f ~ 

F. n. n. 

(1/25/44 - Dictated ~ Gr&ce Tully over the 
telephone - KG) 

;c.5f71-A 

f.PJ 
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ADDED ST~~~ERS : The SeCrftAry ot the ~rea&ury 

------- (Grace •aye tht Pre nldent wants see "<' I tO<lR)' rt Chnlrmnnt'lhl.p or t!ar Retu.gre 
' Board) 

J , e 
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TELEGRAM 

.. .:. i'a~x~,.. ... l 'Z' 
o-:·.·t!c t-~r1~' . ) 

5~ '11 
- '\,,t,... , t . • • , J "J U!·l'Y 1 1~ ; 

t"ltna 'ill pUt OV r t!10 J."~ncu 1r1 t'- .. · ·il30J. •nt o{ .~o\tl";d 1 nttJl'tl . 
• · '-' d:J-

· · ' yc•1 e.l\. k11() tllo Vir ctor or t'. Ub;J .. tr~ Cooc-:\~a1on 011n 

~~·a or or ~ .k lt . , 
I .r 



FI...:..~ : 

The r't'c»h.t.n1. direl.!tc;<- l;l0 
1.0\.tLY to :.e.Ll the :..eert~thr)' o.Jf' h· 
'a.rCU$\l!')' this UU\0\UlCe ;t...ut. lllhllU.lCJ CU.JC 
fro .. l 'i'rett~ury r4Lth' r t.l"'-1\ ,, .n. .. t·-. 
he ~~:.cs:<:u 01bu thut H. t.'-1 ~h.n•t.• ned 
• bit . 
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I 
.lit IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

,/ 

THEY TE ~SE 
Washin ton\ 

A- _ :-fl. ¥E''/'i.,loYJ! :p;::::_.~ that b e War Refugee Joud 
'~Idea gnated Jolui w. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the 

War Refugee Board. 
x..v, '-. 

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 

Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury 

has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive 

Director of the War Refugee Board. 

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has 

afforded him wide experien~e in nego.tiating with representa­

tives of foreign governments as well as with the various 

departments and agencies of this governm~nt that will be called 

on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board . His 

work in these fields also has brought him into close touch 

with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known 

to the private agencies interest ed i n re.Lief ~<ork and the rescue 

of refugees . 

Peble is a career man in the tovernment, having entered 

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department 

upon his graduati~n from the Yale Law School in 1934. He was 

<l'fr t-;! 

.• 

• 
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named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury end DirE:ctor 

of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the 

Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part 

in the Inter-Ameri can Conference on Systems of Economic and 

Financial Control held in Washington in June , 1942. 

The Vlar Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944, 

by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 

the policy of this government to take all measures 1·1i thin 

its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 

imminent danger of death , and othe~vise to extend to such 

victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the 

successful prosecution of the war . Mer.1bers of the Board are 

the Secretary of State , the Secretary of the Trea.sury, and the 

Secretary of War . 



Dw.DIATE RET.E'SE FEaRl.IARY 4, 1944 

The V/ar Refugee Board r ecently arpointecl by the Presi­

dent has desienated John 11. Pehle as Actina Lxecutive Director 

of the f/ar Re!ugee Board. 

Pehle is Assil>tant to the Secretary of t he Treasury, 
and Director of Foroien Furods Control. The secretary of the 

Treasury hu (livllll Pohle l eave or ahs\11\ce to serve as Acting 
Executive Direeto1· of t he liar ket.ueee Board. 

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funcls Control has 

Btfordecl him wide experience in necotiatine wi th representa­

tives of foreif:Il coven·uuents &8 well &8 with the v..rious 
depart.nents and aeeneius or this eovenw«tt that will bol called 

on t o participate in the uork of the liar ketut:"" Board . His 

work in thesu field5 also has brought hi.m into close touch with 

~ho pr-oblans no·" befor !t tho~ Board, ancl hu is we:J. known t o the 
pri V&.to aeencies interustecl in ruliuf work 11nd tho rescue of 

refugees . 

Pehle is a caredr li1IU1 in the Cov~rnment, havine entered 

the Office ot th" Genural Couns~l of the T1•easury Dt~partment 
upon his graduation front tho Yale Law School in 1934• He was 

named Assist ant to t.hd S..eret.ary of t.h .. Tr..asury and Director 

of Fort~ien Funds Cont.r-ol in 1940. He was sel...:tcd by the Secretary 

of Statu as an Advisor and pl~od a prOMinent. part in the Inter­

Amer ican Con!ur.,..co on Syste1.1S of Economic and Financial Control 

h ~ld in rtashington in Jwt .. , 191.2, 

The tlar Refugee Board was established on January 22,1944, 
by Executive Order of the Prosiclt~nt, and d1ructt1d to c&rry out, 

tho policy or this covumr.tt~nt to tak .. all m~asures ••ithin its 

pow"r to ruscut1 the victiHs of unetJI.v OJlprussi on who are in i.mminent. 

daneer- ot death, ancl ot.ltHX"Mi3t~ t o ..xt.end to such vict.l.Jns all 
possiblo reli~f and assistance consist.~nt. with the aucce:JsfUl 

prost~cution of t h" war . MOMb.lrs of th" Bo..rd aro the Socr-et.ary 

or stato, tli U Secretar-y or tho TNilSlii'Y, and the Secretary of War . 



' 
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S.T.E . 

ASSISTANT SECR£rARY OF THE TREASURY 

february 15, 1944. 

llemorandua to llr . Stephen Early 

The 11h1 te Houae 

The President might be interested 

in reading the attachod excorpts rroa 

an od1 to rial on the lla.r Retllgee Doard ;!!; 

10hich appe<lrod in tho llancheater Guardian. 

~ 
Herbert E. Gaston 

Aasistan t Secretary' of thu Treaoury. 
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Stcrttn r y of Stet£ , ~ 

\"lnshing ton . 

1222, TvtElfth . 

PIJ.IIl 

London 

DatEd FEbruary 12 , 194'. 

REO 'd 9 : 18p. m. 
... -::-:.- ':'""1:.::: --- • ' •· 'L • .:.!T ;}f ~T.,·r. 
Dl•~t ... , •• ,; 

4 l .:3roN o;..· 
--- i ~· '~l . . , . ..• J, 

C~:···~:t'V'"'·o;·· .... 
.. ~··) r-·· ~,.. .• ~ .... _ --~ ' '.:~ 

FOR SECRET:.RY OF THE TREi.SURY i.ND THE •;t:.R REFUGE!: 

BOJ.RD FROI1 CI.S/,D;.y . 

Sine£ Ftbruc.ry 1 thE l-1/.NCHESTER GUI.RDI/.N hns 

:1' 
.i 

' ~ I 
~ I .... 
i 

dEvotEd thrEE Editoria ls t o 

its pro~rnm . ThE first two 

tht \ lr.r Rt.f)Jgtt Bonrd e nd ~ 

I'!Er£ briEf, owing prtsu=bl y . / 
to lc.cl< of spEcific inforn<\tion but nll hnvE bEEn 

strongly favorablE to tht Bo~rd 1 s objectivEs c.nd havE 

urgEd thE tstc.blishing of c s~milar boc.rd htrt . 

Quoted btl ow nrt Excerpts from n l .:ngthy tditoric.l in 
J 

todny •s GU/.RDI/.N: "ThE UnitEd Nc.tions h c.v t ntvtr in 

thE lnst EightEEn months f acEd tht r tfugEE problEm 

boldly . ThE rEfug EEs from •. x is, a nd tsptcia lly HitlEr's, 

pErsEcution nrE of n11 ptoplts a nd all kinds , but thE 

grtn t mc.jor1ty c rt Jtws , and on£ sc ys EightEEn months 

bEcausE thn t is roughly thE pEriod during which thE 

policy 
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• 2- 1222, TwElfth, from London 

polic;r of 'EXtErmination'' has bEEn practisEd, ns it 

still is , with thE ful l knortltdgt of all of us , If 

thErE havE bEEn onE or two slight signs that hErE and 

thErE the: full fury of the: tError has rEcEntly bEEn 

abate:d it is nEvErthElEss truE that in gEnEral it is 

b Eing carriEd out with thE old fErocity . In DEnmark 

and in FrnncE for instancE childrEn bttWEEn thE agEs 

of two and tWElVE haVE bEEn s EiZEd, hErdEd tog EthEr, 

and dEport Ed to t hE tunlmown dEstinations 1 whi ch 

o.lmost·' cErt a 1nl y .mEan dEatb. It is .now fourtEEn '· 

months sincE thE HousE of Commons stood in silEnCE to 

sbow its condEmnation of such hv.t'rors . But apart 

from vEry slight changEs in our own inrnigrati on rults 

e.nd somE slight a nd unspEci fiEd Efforts in n<Utre.l 

countriEs ell that has bEEn donE is to hand ovEr thE 

work of rEscuE and r E11tf to thE IntErgovEr nmEntal 

I 
I 

l 
I 

CommittE E in London, This body, consisting of a largE 

numb Er of govtrnmEnts and not EVEn yEt fully constitutEd, 

is littlE likEl y to gEt at thE insistEnt, practical 

work that is nEEdEd, hOWEvEr nblE and willing mo.y bE 

its officials . ThE main r Esponsib i lity ~ust nEctssarily 

bE with 
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be with Bri tain and thE unitEd States . To rEly on 

this antiquated machinE, cra~lin& end creaking its 

slow way along, is to show that we have never 

recognised this to be an urncnt problec, though urgency 

is its essence . 

/,t this momcnt President Roosevelt has tcktn a ·----
step which holds out the promise of tbr.t sort of 
·-· ·----·----- _.....__..,. __ .... 
practical action which has hithtrto been largely lack--
ing. Qy executivE order, whose text is now cvcil cble, -he has established a war rdugtt board consisting of 

thE SecrEtary of Stn te (Mr . Hull ), thE S ccrEtar y of 

the Trt~sury Otr . Morgmthau), and thE Secretary of 

War (t.lr , Stimson) •11 

h£ter summarizing the main provisions of the execu­

tive order the editorial continues : "Even t his barE 

summary prov ss that , to say thE ltcst, the scheme 

provides pr~cisEly the machin~ry . that has e ll along 

been needed, It is snid tho.t J.:r . Roosevelt r/Cs movEd 

to act by the information rea ching him that little 

was in feet being nttonpted . Public opinion in the 

United States will now expect results , Public opinion 

in this country should not be sa tisfied with less 

workmanlike machinery or with smeller results , 

Th£ Intcrgovcrnccntcl 

:I 
i 
~ 

I 
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The Intergovcrnmmto.l Comnittee o.nd UNRRI. \fill 

procECd in their lEisurely way with plans for eventual 

remEdies , These nrc of great importance, but we 

havE done wrong in assuming, as the British o.nd 

i~erico.n Governments ho.vc hitherto assumed, that next 

to nothing can be done for immediate measures of 

rescue and relief, The /~crican Government hos 

clearly nbo.ndoned tho.t dEfeatist, timid view, and we 

should follow suit . \'It should •s t ablish t he same 

sort of working mo.chinc . l'lt should lEnd our aid by 

appointing a genera l director here and special officials 

abroad, by setting up tcmporo.ry ccmps, by encouraging 

the border countries throu13h assistance and a lso throt..~h 

example, and by more freely opening our own country , 

since nbout the admission of r efugees we remain 

obstinately and discredito.bly mean. It ie never 

possible to say much openly about what is being done, 

or may be done , in neutral countries l est the Gcrmo.n 

spite discharges yet more poison, but one ho.s only to 

mention what Sweden has done for Norwegian refugEES 

and for the Dnnish Jews to :•enlist how much more an 

energetic 
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mugctle Brltilh-l.atrloc.n pollcy could ttill cccom. .. 

plish. 7ht Tur~ aleo ahculd be at~lett4 to un4tr· 

stcnd thet ,their all,J Britain ncptcta thoa to mcourLCC 

tht ~;sc.cpc or Balkan rc~u:a over tllc1r bordcrt, c.nd 

ever; crrort should 'be a<h to explain to tht now 

hcstttl.nt ac.tcllitca ho"" orrct'ttlly their conduct in 

this question lo bctne watched . There 1o one othtr 

contribution we cnn make . \'Jt should t.nnouncc thc.t 

Pclcatinc connot and will n~t be abut to rrtuacca 

attcr the present limit tor !Jnc1,granta 1a rto.chcd. 

No atnclc one or thcec txpcdlcnta will do ouch in 

itself, but p~ctlecd all to~tthcr they would reduce 

the ~ ot Rlacry . • 

7iUC 

,lJKhNT ,$} 
· '~ 

l 
i 
1 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

Harch 24. 1944 

The appointment of John w. 
Pehle as permanent Executive Director 

"" 4 'c. of the War Refugee Boa.rd is hereby 

approved . -:lP 

ew.· . --~& vJo--1¥-~ 
~~- ;. _, > ... ,. v.,.. 



....... ~Of' 

CO ... WITfU C* THC ~lAAY . ~OnjJrtSs of tbt ltnitdJ &tates 11th HCW H0UU: ~·CC .UIUMNG 

w.-....!NOTOH 

~ l / J)oi!R of ltq,rt•mtatibtf v· ll.ulllngton, Jil, c:. 
--~_..-.-. ............... _.,~ . ' 
.•• ,.1 l ~ tH•· .J 

~on . lranklin D. No_sevult, 
'l'he .• !lite tl.OUSo1 
.• ashing ton , D. C. 

J.<y aear !!r. Pr.ts!.dent : 

9 1'J ~l-1 ·~·~ 

I'•Tmi~ m• to of1'or ~ COn.JI11 ~ulations ana t.:1anka tor 

t he ia o~.~&~~c e o( you:r a irective c r eatinG a War Refuge. l>Oar<t 

l or t.ne Rescue ot Jews anCJ otner victims 0'1 i n.y en~ op- _;¢"-
pression n~" in tho HiU..r c.1arnal h011oe . You rn ve issued 

this air~ct.ive in t.h~ spir.o.t ~f •l1.P,es t /.t:l~rlcan t radition . 

ile must hold out. t "' uiuhu~t nopoe to r a aucc.s sful oporat.ion 

or t!IU RufuJ"~ Loaro . Ir t.ne hel pl.,.s , napl..ss v>.ct.w o f 

tbe !lni jacl<ab aro r escued in an a p, r eeiaole numo,r, 7our 

new Oir~ctive wll~ b~coce pe~tacos~al . 

l.!uc<t will ~epend upon th~ pusonnol that >lill direct 

opc:: ationa . \Jr c:nlrsu , t.no Secr4$w.ry o! 11ar , t. te Secr~:tary 

ol' t.n~ Tre=.surJ , &JlC t.ne J~cr.;: D.ry or :,t.&t.e J tJa.:tesnvd as tney 

are \\.1tn m.ulti-LarJ.ou.s aut.i"a , cannot. Jive l~w.J._ Linw to t.his 

work . ·r,lo; can lay ao"On ~ roaa polici~s, but much 11111. depend 

upon the per soMal oel .. c~ed to do tho spade work. I fervidly 

hope and pra;j that. the men sel.:ct.e.o • ill knoro the m""ning of 

aanc tuary and me~cy an:! tlln t r.hey " ill '""'" and appreciate 
11 the sort sad music of humanity ." 

&l.gbt lonj years have b.~n lost siroce the .r.vian Con!'ur­

ence . The oist.akes 01 t hat Contor .. nc e • •ro rep.ated at Bermuaa . 

t!itlor 'a hllllgmen do not .. &it . 

1 I .wow that your ~reru. rous h!.<lrt will procpt t hose who 

.. ill guide the ~ ustinics of the liar rtef~~,;o~a iioard t o snun tho 

unduly extensive aurveya and explorations, and t ne many delaJ'• 

tnat at.ellll••a from r:vian and Bermuda , and that they will act 

promptly , courllJ•Ou.sl.y and geM roual,y . 

'l'hc tlat.ion 1 s s-curity 011st. not. be iJIIpd'Uled by the adais­

olon o1' apios and eapio~" agents lllld•r tho ;~uise ol' r •fuore.a , 

but national s•curit)' mus t not be used a s 1111 oxcusu for any !~lacier-
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like or stony- hearted att i t ude . 

The work of t he War Refugee i:loard will be ar duous 
but it will have the earnest coopdration of thinking 
men ana women evarytmere . I , per sonaL.y, want to nelp 
as an ilurnol& l..emo o::r of Congress in e very way pOB s ible , in 
t hi s humanitarian work . 

Your glorious action has clear ed the atmosphere . 
It i s like a bolt of lightning dispo~l.J.ing t he s torm. 

hly neartfelt thanks goes out to you. 

, i t h a ssur anc t:s 01' hi o,Jf'l c:s t es teo:m, and k..nd p .:r sonal 
r eguds , I am 

Yours v.:ry sinct:r~l:r , 



The Proa1dent 
The Wh1 t e Bouse 
ll'asbington, D. c. 

Dear Ur. President , 

2315 15th Street B. w. 
Washington, D. C. 
lebruary 2, 1944 

J 

I 
I am writing to congratulate you on the format ion of t he War 

!t'~e Board. 
:tt - I have been particularly intereatod in Senate r esol ution 203 

that has been in Congreu lately. I am also a member ot a l ocal 
committee here , called the Emergency Committee to Save the J ewish 
People of Eur ope. I am a young Amerl~an girl, non-Jewish, but 
t ho story of the mauo.cre i.n Europe has shaken me into wanting 
to do somPtbing about i t and it t eemed to me t hat t his committee 
had t he right i dea. 

I am so glad that you, as a leader of the American people, 
has voiced your opinion and done something concre t e tbat might 
help t., stop the ••oa t dreadf'Ul mau acr e of all timo, 

I am deeply interested, and will fo l l ow closely the actiona 
of t he ',Var Refugee Board, and hope that a truly sympathetic director 
and leader wi l l be chosen, for t his could be a field f or wonderful 
accomplishment in the saving of ltvea, and a hope for mny many 
people in the world who feel discouraged. 

I have been a friond of Franklin and ~fey, and I have always 
hoped t hat some day 1 would be able to meet you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
:;;:! ,1/Wl. Rl C !WID 



TH(. 8CCRE.TARY 0' THE TRlASUA.Y' 

WAaH I NOTON 

April 19, 1944 

Uy ue8r Ur . rresident : 

I don ' t know wh~ ther you get the daily 

New Yor•k rapers . I e.m, therefore , senrling ,you 

h~r•with a very inter~sting clipping from the 

front p~e of toc!a,y ' s llew York Tribune . 

I hed lwreh with ~!;:~1~~hmann todo.y , 

and ne rr~lly accomplished wonders whil~in 
Turkey . 

':'he l'r•sident , 

The Vlh ltc House. 



e. t-• •• .. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Washington 

J FOR !W.!EDIATE RELEASE 

.. 
·. 

The President today announced that the War Refugee Board 

bas designated John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the 

War Refugee Board. 

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 

Director of Foreign Funds Control . The Secretary of the Treasury 

. has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive 

Director of the War Refugee Board . 

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control baa 

afforded him wide experience in nego_tiating with representa­

tives of foreign· governments as well as with the various 

departments and agencies of this government that will be called 

on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His 

work in these fields also has brought him into close touch 

with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known 

to the private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue 

of refugees. 

Pehle is a career man in the Government, having entered 

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department 

u~on his graduation from the Yale Law School in 1934. He was . . . ' 

' 
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named Assistant t o the Secr etary of the Treasury and Director 

of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the 

Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part 

in the Inter-Ameri can Conference on Systems of Economic and 

Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942. 

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944, 

by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 

the policy of this government t o take all measures within 

its power t o rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 

imminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such •, 

vict ims all possible relief and assistance consis t ent with the 

successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are 

the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury~ and the 

Secretary of War. 
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My dear Mr. President : 

You will r ecall that , at the 

the creation of the \{ar Refugee Board, Myron 
::# 

Taylor was somewhat disturbed about the confusi on 

-~,~b~ and difficulties that might arise in relat ions 

between the new Board and the Intergovernmental 

Committee on Refugees. In view of his per turba tion 

at that time, you may be interested in learning 

t he most r ecent developments . 

As a result of a t al k I had lfi th 

Mr. Taylor, Si r Herbert Emerson, Director, and 
------------------ ~ 

Mr . Patrick Malin, Vice Director of the Inter-
"' 

governmental Committ ee, came to Washington to c arry 

on conf erences ~1ith Mr . Pehle and to meet with the 

Board . These meetings have been extremely cordial , 

a complete agreement has been reached on rel ations . 
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and the future aeeaa aoet proaiaing. 

conversation vith me, Mr. Taylor has expressed hia :1' 

I 
j 
'i 

I. t. Faithfully yours, -

~--r.-~-""7"T I i 
~~=v;;. 

In a recent 

complete satisfaction at the vay the vhole matter 1a 

progressing. 

Secretary of the ?reaeury. 
" X.! 

The President 

The Whit e House. 
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WA5HIN~ 

.!!.k !t2.l!AI!.l!ll.i 

'10: 

aprU .tt, 19U 

Tlli P Jliili Pr:uT 

1 u.ou.:;o\ )OU 1111¥-ill. be l.n\.ofrta\40 in lee 
6t.t4-ch.eu uot.e \&lat. l rt~cei.ve<i \lle ~o~v.or o.t:J froG )(8~ 
In Hirsct.t.n, W.&..O has Jwo \ ~· t.cl.. t'l'Oil ~ 
•twre he cUcl IKIIIM .or~~: lor u-.e f &r ~ .• tl.&cee ~-

It 1• e.:r\&.1n.l..7 DOLe taU&fyl.n(. ~~ttci .::zl-. 
thrlll.iJ:l& t.o .(00'1. ho'& ...ac., ""·• roJJc• 1.a. c.o tn.1. 
£w'oSM 4p9J'1!Ci&~ mat yw are uytn' c.o oo tor 
C.Cet w:orla.. 



EXfCUllVE OFfiCE OF THE PRESIDefl 

WAI. llfUGU IOAI.O 

WASHIIOIOH 1 5, 0. C. 

1~. l o&dor Lnbin 
'!he 'Illite Boure 
it"-• loo t -uto:t, ». c. 

llenr Lube: 

April 20, 191 4, 

I canl!Ot rettr o.in the t~::l)ltnt lon to rei ternte tlte 
deep end ineiahe l!ll!)reoaion thot I ,:ot in uy conver­
£!'.t1on• 'olith rofuseea who cl\lOe out of the Bnlk8Ra ond 
11ith whoo I tru.ked in Iotl\l\bul on the subject of our 
l}rol't Presi dent. Tho atl.•icken 1)00")lo 1n tho BnlkMa 
lLAvo one p_nl\ one hope only, Md t :Vl.t ia: 11Prcaident 
.:l'>ooevel~• . I be&cl. thin n.:• in nnd • cnin. Ao I ~r•ol:e 
to tho r otuceea , somehow they all ecomod to know of 
tl.o Pret'1dant 1 s Order creatll'\J' a Wn.r Refu.Jco :Jo:~.rd, Md 

ll.."\ t P. l"®l"e"'icnt r.t1ve ~ in Tu.r1toy t.o eave thee. So~e 

of it "'~• e::ibsrrt'aa1n~ to M na t :1ey tried to tb.cnlo:: ce, 
'Ill~ I \.'t.s onl;1 ll !)rhilcl!•d inotruoent of the Predden t 1a 
3o~r A~eo.tly 1 t "'"• t.h e one nage on f'Vor;one1 c 11pe , 
~~d it h~a becone a ayabol ~or anlvot1on to theqe lost 
.,o-o?lc. 

0 7oa.'lk God for )'Our Ore. t Proddent• , t!ley l:eyt an:~tne 
t.a. .!c. •·.,n~ ls he send~ t t.e Ar.:erlcane t? save ust • 
• wo ':nov he >.<llt. He lo our God. • 'Ihla end slmller 
V""-l"i "'~ t1ons e..re vh..."lt 1 hee.rl! ln a eons tnnt refrain. If the 
Preoicient knev about t~h, I thinlt it >'0\1\d oovo him to 
::no:< t ll:'t l i• dell'l>l;r founded humon H(U"1W1sCI 1e not lost 
in tho hearts of o~~•r countryman. Tne;r tool it i ntui tively 
end actually, I •lll"''e• eood thine • nro aomehov nevor lo•t , 

You CM i MGine ~ •~nao o! 1>ridl end rooponsibiltty 
in findinG this ~•nitontntlnn to ouch an intense end ~cute 
degree. I vao proud but I t\lao felt thAt it """ "bout 
f1 ve minu.t.aa to tvel YO Md th,_ t t ho flo -peo"Ole bf"..d. to be 
anatched ouicltl;r frol> th4 deatfo honda o! the !!a:is and the lr 
Satelli t es . One thin~ th~ Proai~ent 1 a Or~or and hie 
broadca ot clid (...., oano;;cd to ha.~'l 1 ~ ra;.>nntcd :>r.Un nnd 
again in vnrloua lAn!IU"Gea throu, :h the Bo.l.kt'.na . ) I ~ ,...,e 



-· -
thec-e ~le .. were 'Hcoal tt,t M ~.aoraUsK a::a4 U...,.re t.e 
t.'h.:\t. t.he7 ·~ tf7'1A& tor lll••et•••• a nev nop. ~ 
fle;bt. on tor t. :.e., .. t., ... tl'hlc~ h M est.rue~ 1:trnort.,.t. 
1lu.at .u \.'tl kDov \oo '41011 \b~t\ at. .,. -,o1tlt. 1D t.hfl !)roc••• 
ot dOQW\.t.on TJf'Oplt art woora town t.o a atat.e of roa~.&n:sUon 
ud t.~n thef re&U7 loll \h..,_.o lvoe. 

I aa t.1")1.nc vtltnnr t C'Jl to tell \.his stol')' to t.be 
pre,, aDd to to•t of u~ bia buatnetl ~aonte or our 
Pre,ld«lt. 1 hope 1t tal\t on. terttle aotl. I ~on1 t l:now. 

Ac&tn, lot •o t.I\M.k )'0\\ for your e!t orta in hel!)1t\s 
me .:set o•or t.o tlu-key. 1 thalt not. forget lt. 

ft~U.h.tUlly ,-ours • 



Rupecttt..U, Nhrred to 
the b~t 1..,.. Dtuotor ot Uw 
ltr ~fua•• Board tor att~tlon 
and • PPi'oprli tA acll no.l. •d,pc t.. 

11 LLIAI D, 11.\."SITT 
8eerehi'T tD tM PHttdc t. -

T.Upoa rro. the ..,l"''tiDCJ' co..u.t .. To 8&•• u-
J ..t.ah P.opl.e of &.ant,., DNA AlfMI•• WUl locu•, Jr., 
P•ter a. a.r100. St.crt4 onct. .. t., Lou.U aroatt.eld, 
llla.ur1e• U lllu, BtiO HKbt , Lt tu-tl.ne, Coo-Cba!rac, 
ltC, S/1-,/Ut W \hit Pr.,ld•:at , Wl& .. t.\Aa n tablbJ.ent 
ot W.pGNll')' NICU• OIIIPII 1.n tho 0.1". and f'Tn p:trta 
lo tbo u.s., Pale1t\De, Jortb Afr\ca, etc ., !or vlctiaa 
of lfa.ld. opp,..ulon. 
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~!a;r 12, 1944.. 

fbe Honorable Cordell Hull, 
Seoretar;r of State, 
laehillgton, D. c. 

Dear Sir;-

!he f ormation of the War Refusee Board ~ 
has br oUSbt hope to conoerned peop1e appalled b7 
the pl1cbt of refaaeee i n hropa . we han been 
BOoking f or something 1ullllod1ate and offeothe !!! 
bor e 1n the Unit ed Et ataa oan do to aotuall;r eeYe 
liTes and res tore hope and fai th 1n those bunted 
people. It baa Beeaed to us tbet free porta f or 
r ofufaee h auoh a plan. . 'lith 'f~.e u. s. doing this, 
it w 11 then be possible for our ~ard to euggeet 
that other oountriee t ake a~ler aotion. 

lor t hese reeeona the Committee of 
Christi an rellowebip ~! the N. Y. Couno11 of Ohuroh 
Woaen w1ehea to regiater 1te heart;r approYal of 
the plan f or free por te f or retugeee and to urge 
;rou t o do all i n ;rour power to eet snob a plan 
1n o,perat1on . 

Yer;r truly 70ure, 

ltarlon l'r on.year , -<. 
Seo7. 
Committee of Christian rellowehip. 

I 

Copy t o Pres ident BooeeYelt. 
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.u.. fruroar 

lf, 

Honorable Jobn Pe o, 

...... :::.:.~:. Jo:!"i. !== 
xrx-s•zx 

Dear 51r;-

Appalled b7 tllo Pl1sht of rohfooo 1n 

Europe, maar ooneorno4 peoJlo -. •• beoa oaok1Da 

tor eoaotb1Da 1mmo41ato aa4 ottaatiYe •• bore lD 
tho OD1to4 S\ atea oan 4o to aotuallJ aifo liYoa 
an4 'h114 laoJO u4 taU~ in t ho .. but.. people. 

We bel1tYI tree porta for rataaaoa 1• auob a plan. 

If •• 10 aboa4 ~lth tb1a, it will than ~. jeeaible 

f or o_, War Rtf8cot !oar4 t o euagoat that other 
oo~trioa take el wtl ar aot 1on. 

lor tboao raaaono tho Bohf•• Committee 

of tho lellowah1p of aooouo111at1on wlahoa to 
roi1Btar 1ta hoartr approYal of tho plan for tree 

porte tor rotu,111 and to arae JOU to 4o all 1n 
your power to set tSUoh a pl an 1n operation. 

IQ'-L . 

" Warlon PronJiar 
3t0'7 ~-

~ Rt~ll Coamlt tee of the 
.. ~.ailp of ··~onolllatlon. --------

Carbon OOP7 to Proa14ent aooaoYalt. 
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J'QQD PAOKAOES FOR I N'l'ERNEZS IN G311MAN COlTC!!NTRATION AND REP'tJGEE CAMPS 

1'he War Ref1J8ee lloard expeote that 50 tons of truckins and 2, 000 gallons 
of gasoline a week will be made available very shortly from United States ar~ 
stocks t o the Internati onal Red Or r the movement of War Refugee :Board 
food parcel& t o internees in concentrati n and re:f'u&ee campa in eneey &.rope, 
Ourrentl7 t he Yar Refugee :Board has _ oximately 224,000 of these parcels 
in Goteberg, Sveden, and in Lubeck, GeX'IIIIIIl7, and 60,000 parcele in Geneva, 
It can readily be seen that these stockpiles will be quickly exhausted when 
thaae t~cka get moving, 

1'he lloard baa funda f or t he procurement and shipment of an edditional . 
300,000 parcels ·f r om the United States, but under the beat poadble circum­
stances private contractor s are unable to guarantee del i ver)' of these parcels 
in leas than three mont hs time, ?!hie being the case, we will have trucks and ·---­
gasoline but no packages to distribute to the unaaslmilated internees vho face· 
certain death from starvation, 

On t he other hand, the Amorioan National Red Cross bas a stockpile of over 
7 , 000, 000 prisoner of war parcels 1n the hands of the International Red Cross 
Committee i .n Geneva f or diatribution to United States military and civilian 
internees, 'l'he monthly distribut i on r ate is approximatel7 253, 000 par cels. 
At this rate~ i t will take 'i?fl months to exhaust the existing atoclcpile, An 
edditional 362, 250 parcels go forward from t his country each month to replenish 
thia stockpile, Roughl7 this replenishment exceeds the monthl7 distributi on 
rate by 35 p ar cent, 

The :Board desires to obtain an allocati on of 5 tbouslllld tens (slightly 
in excess of 900,000 parcels) from this stockpile t o be earmarked for t he 
:Board's feeding program, 'l'he :Board will arrange for rei mbursement either in 
dollars or i n kind., 

'l'his proposal has been discussed with Mr , :Basil 0 1Connor , Chairman of 
the American National Red Croaa , vho is very sympathetic and i a taking the 
matter up with members of hie staff, 'l!'llia , undoubtedly, will resul t 1n con­
sider able delay, 

In view of tb.e urgency, a request to Mr, O'Connor that the matter be 
expedited will probably eave the livea of many people. 



JUne s, 1944 

Reape~t~ re:erred to 
tbo !xecutiv·e Director of the 
lar Re1\l;:ee bn! !or propara­
t.ioc o"' :-e~ tar ~· :i.;'D(.I.tun. 

wn.:.IA!I ::>. lll'<.•!:!T 
~ crot.&r:" to tn. PreUcl~nt. 

f,.trtt 1 l"r f:Mm Cor.t • vi to !.11"Jz·c!l.nton1o 1 f /f./1,1 , to th~t rtrs-~ dent , 
ur --\nr thft Pre .. ~ dent tO d1 r <'cl thO Wpr HpQ,er-e B?f'rtl to ectablts..'1 
ln t.'lojo U .? • • r efugeP ~'lt.Ue C:MIP o/ "rre" oort." wh,.r o JoT ish 
retur~o~~ 1'16'1 rtn<i ~tncbtlll .. , rro.., Y'o horror,.. or r.!'tr nt lot~nt tor 
\t,. d't l' l\ t ton . 

--
'/ I 6 

''"-c:.. 



The PJoeaident. baa ukad a. t.o adcnawlqe 
J'OUI' l.ett.er t:.r J11De aixtb and t.o Ui&llk J'OU tor t:.he 
11\t.ereet whiob you haw eJQlN•MCl 1n t.he ~ oL 
t.he victiu oL m~~q oppneii1.Ga .nd. ~1111 -'t.el' ot 
prov1d11\u placoa ot t.pol'V)' MP¥lllll tor u-. 

Jo.& •Ul be 11\t.ero"'-4 1n tbe •olo..a 
oopieu ot t.be Proaident '• OIIDlepea ot .SUM llijbth 
t.o f.-.bo.aoador Rl:lbert llllrpq 1n ~n, ~ 
t.h4l • •t.abU--t. ot u 8.-r&tnGI)I aell!pe Gbel\u' 
at Fort ontal'io, a-ao, Nw Ioril, hi• -·+w 
ot tlw - dat.e to t.be hMde ot aaeui .. -......o 
w1\.h the -..tolcm ot t.h4l pUll, Uld t.llll ••=p 
_,t to t.be eoap... on J~~~>e a.l.tt.b relative to 
t bb M.\t.er. 

I•Il.LIAM D, HASS¥n' 
s~ t.e t.lw PI'H14•t. 

I'U INbh Vlt.e war.nt.Gele, 
Houee of lliepNIIU\a\.1-, 
~<...w.c-, D. C, 
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V ITO MAA..:ANTON 10 
11m1 DIIT . .... y._ 

/ 

June 6 , 1944 

Pre oident i r nnklin n. 
The <ftli t e House 
\lnBhin;;ton D C 

!toouevel t 

Dear President Roo aevelt: 

/ 1025 w. r.. e. _____ .., 
f tli111 A11thority 
1o; /,'~:1 
,.,,,~·.- ------ -
1/ , I•· • , f: 1(/. --- -

ll ,,c .JII/ti '----- - -
,~,\ Ou~c'..--------

S ' " ~1-1 ·~~~ 

In thie hour of t he liberat ion of t he continent o: Europe fro!:l 
t he raV£Ging hand of Hitl er and Kitler iam , I join Vi t h all ~erieane in 
t he erpresoion of t he deepest a~rociation for your l eadership i n this ~ost 
critical period i n t he life of our nation . 

It seams fitting to me t hat on t hi s sii;lli!ieant day I should nddroee 
you ab?ut the nr~blem o! the Jevi sh peo9le now pr isoners in Hitler 3uroye . ior 
on thi s da,y tl:o s161lnl for t ho etrug::le for their liber ation was given . llow 
at l e st it is possible for Aoorica to offer t ho long-oppressed Jewish people 
t ile aid ond succor ~;3 ha.ve l ont; been prevent ed from g1 vt ng them ":leceuse of 
t he conoueet of Europe by Hitler . 

As you :mow t here 1 s the proS!JeCt that in the wtUce of the sueeeetJfUl 
1nvc.sion of Zuro:pe by the call ant 1.1en of the Uni ti!d liet1on8 ermed forces , there 
>~ill be tens of t i".oueands of Jewish var .-ef ll€8•• f rott every se ction of Europe , 
"ho !l,ve hitherto been rutlll.essly uprooted froc their homos. The lon~ period 
o~ faaine and oppretsion e;ocperlenced by those TJeople unde.r 51 tler makes 1 t 
i mpe rative ti~et klPrica extend to t hem a hel::?i~ bend . They were the f i rst 
to feel the heel of ia tler tyrw:my !Uld eho,Jld be the fi'rnt to be f reed f r?u 
Xa:1 o,pression. 

Becaut~e I kno.,, full \:ell that you aho.re m.y s cntice.nte in t his reze.rd, 
I om tTi til1;; t o urgG t :.,.t you direct tha •.;,.,. Refueec :Board t o establish in t he 
United States a refugee reecue C&m!> or 11free -por t" w!lere these refugees may 
find oanct· ... e.ry ! rom the horrors of var at least for its duratlon . lly t hi s 
pr acticAl stop we may Pave t C.E l1vea of tboU6Mda of refugees . vho ci~t 
other\:i ae perieh. r:ey I further ur~o t hat this "\robl em be pre sented to others 
of tbe United i·nttona to t he end t La.t sucil refu~e re seu.e camps may be 
e atnbl i ehed elseHhcre and to t !J.e end that a id i n tho transit of t :te rt-fueeee 
to Amorica be af~orded. 

It is oy fervent prayer that our firat act of ;oorc;l in liberated 
Europe mc,y be el':tended to the J cvtsh people : first vietlmo of iiitlerlte 
al.avery . 

Sincerely , 

(\) ~ TL._.:.._' .-A-·-~-~~ 

I 

I 
' ' 



DRAFT 

My dear Mr. Marce.ntonio : 

The President has asked me to acknowledge 
your letter of June s ixth and to thank you for the 
interest which you have expressed in the rescue of 
the victims of enemy oppression e.nd the matter of 
providing places of temporary asylum for them. 

You will be interested in the enclosed 
copies of the President• s cablegram of June eighth 
to Al!lbassador Robert lllurpey in Algiers, regarding 
the establishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter 
at Fort Ontario, Oswego , New York, his memorandum 
of the same date to the heads of agencies concerned 
with t he execution of the plan, and the message 
sent to the Congress on June 12, 1944, relative to 
this matter. 

Very sincerely yours , 

WILLIJJd D. HASSETT 
Secretary to the President 

Honorable Vito Marcantonio, 

House of Repr esenU:tives. 

Htachments 



' .. :=.--·---·--·-
1 w !o:::J,w. · P<m '1'1!1: PI~ IDil.' 
t r<Xl srr 
:la:r 31, 1944 

"hunr~' l:Or;~cut.h4LU ','runto to ct.r.Je in touorTow nnd ooe tho I·roui dent, .,,ith 
John " • PohlO" (i!lx . ].)1r. ,,ar l~O!Uil"c llonrd) 
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:::r:t01WmW '~ 'l!I,J PRISI.Imll' 
Sop\. u, 191.1 •• 

ftl4l VU.ct.or o~ t.hli .AI!'MV at the ~t. wrou roo t..be aubJ.et.l rooct Parcel 
Prosra ~r t!ba .. Udlahd. Pv•c:a• 1n DlrOPM.D a_,. Cooc.au .. uou att4 a.~ c..p. . 
A.t.tacb.N ~r th• Prutda:n. •a sipatUN, • -CIIr'&.04ua 112 tCil.r cop.t ... 1DdlUUq t.l» 
ro.~peeu ......... pocalbtUUu or t.t. beNe or appropriate ~tu l.a COOAMUoa tdt.b 

a f'oo4 pared ~ tor 1;s;c;a.nlal :t.U4 peNOD.a 1.a cot~eeotn't.I.Oil ab4 ret\l.., ... ~pe 111 
t.bat. put ot ~pe DOll' t-.14 cr ocoupled b:r the e~. Further aQua that: t:bla 
..._or.ndua toGat.ltu\88 e ettect.ln roepl:r to t.~ letter ot t.:l' . J .t". Ptoble. Q.euUn 
Dlr~t.or ot t.be "':a.r rt.tugee Board, a4dr .. 8e4 t.o t.be Pre8tden"t em J.ua. 24 , 1944, wbtch 
le'Uor 18 «tt.act.ct , ond staue 1t u recCIIae.Dd.M that the aua or t783,750 'oa rr.ade 
ontlabh to \;ho 01't1ca of' !Jb tt"lbutlon or tbl Dapcrtlllent. ot A..":rlculturo tor tba 
J#ortco.o rtottoot..l. Red Croes. /Ja:o rtco~~nondl tbot the au.r.t ot ~85 ,000 be m.de e.vt.lll­
e ble tO "l"ttOIUl'y Proeure!'M!t * !Jr. :Jr..lt:h clot .. hlt a.emoro.ndum by 86f1QA C.bat: t.be tOOd 
_parcel pl"'~ 11 oleer OT1.de.cce or thlt OonmMnt •a resoln l:o ald. helploat ~ople 
hurt: b)' the en•y. 'iba o.ttacho4 M'1ora.Ddua will brlnf aboUt auoh aaattt.aoct ao4 hu tho 
a.p~ftl or &11 lat !.J'8Sted a&enc1u ud he (L:r. SA1ib) reee~aea.da tho PruldeDt ctn 
b1a ap,.-oftl. •• · Tbo President on Sept . U. 1944 , 1D a t.:.orand\11 tor !Jar !'ood ~Diatre­

tor, ~r.\af7 or the 'frtc.emo:r, Cb.a11St.D ~ C.be ~rieaA !:aucmal W O'Nie. IUl4 ~UtlYt 
Otr.ot.or ot tho ;:.r ~.tus-• Board at•tM \bet CD U• ~u4aUoo o r tho ~the DJ.r .... 
oc;.or or 'M ::U =-•ruoee 3oel"d that 28),000 too4 ,arcela bo proc!U'-.d b7 tb1a Oon:oar:ent 
tor d1atr1b\tUon to WJUsbll.&ted P' raoca l:. e«mcentnt.tcc aOI! !'eru,c.. caw;pa loeat64 t.n 
t.bu part. or !:!&rope liOif bel4 t:r oectJp1td b r ~ ooet~;J. ctrUI!\ aupe e:bcul4 be c..teA u 
npedtUoutLy at po.ut bla: (1 ) ~ unotiU!PJ'ttd Nlencos ot !'Unda &lloccwted co t.l!A Dapert·­
"'"' o r Ai'l'1C\Llture t''I'OM the app.ropr1a.ttonl t'or Por•1~ iOar 3-.ltet, tb&U be aftUable 
t.o the ·rnr 7004 ;':.d-Ua.1etrator to procure nece•auy agricultural .uppl!al u,p to a cort.aJ.n 
nluo . ()) Aa o!lf'eed botwten t.be .il.'T!ertoo,n M1t:1Ciael Reel Cr03a and the '.1u Attuge• Board , 
the Che tmao ot t ho Amor teon Nat. Re4 cro111 ebeU &rl"'..14t tor the pacldnr or t:be t004 
parcola &nd t.hol:r ab1PDOnt and 41atrtbut1on. (4) The EXecutive Dlrootor or tho t:,'o.r 'ReJ'U.&!J: 

50U4-thall ex•roLae over-all r oapoae1b111t7 tor t!lt. project .... -:1o. 2 or '-h• o.bo.e •• 
o:liUM U U.e briet1D.&. - - Pen notoUon - Orttl to 3udgot 9/11./44 . 

-ur. 9Mtb &leo atatN c.bet tt. CooblMd Blooka4o Coauatttee 
see - 992: La J.otldoo baa e.ppro .... d t.b• del.inry or t.belf too4 parc.ela 

to tl• UGUatlltt..ted penoc,a -.aU u.oed ab<rre . 
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o •ca!!f~, Koo. " ull 
Clulirr'AII, A..,.r t can Rod Croaa , 

·sas'a 1ngtotL, o. c. 
""" · 27, 19" · 

Lett&r to tho ProG14ont oub~its sunu~ or rooen' dioousatons botwoan Anerioan 
~latl. 'led Cross and Conornl O'DWYer or !ar Horus• • Boord, in oonnoct1on w1 t ll their pro-
.. ,.,. at turo1tl1 1ne t ood tor di stribution Uilllor the 9uP<ii'f11i1on or tho I ntcroot ional Rod 

Cl'03S CD<r.lll. to poroano 1n oamJ!') 1o Corttl411~controllo4 t errit ory not s u i.Jalll!t od to oivU1an 
i !lt or.ocss . Red Croas wu ablo t ? aoln all I)O'Obleu oxoopt on 01 '.'lu l!otueeo llotlrd uedo 
nddltt onal tundc tor r oroir,n war roliot pur pooea eti ch will havo to bo appropria t ed or 
10Ct•,-ed tl"'O'' l OMe aOUrcl otbor than the Netl. Red Croea . (Carl>on copy rote,i.oad tor tlloa. ) 
- -~1~ont1al ~~orandUft tor tbo Director of the Du4got datod Apr . 2 , 1945 , the Presi­
dent snid "P~ your 1ntonl6t1oo and the necessary oct ton . " 
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