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PERSO:l AL i.lay 16, 1933. 

Dear I rvine:-

I am delight ed to have your 

not e and am only sorry tha t I could not eee 

you m\en you wer e i n Washi neton. I wi sh 

you could have been pr esent ~\lll'l I was 

telkiur~ trl. t h Dr. Schacht . At l ast the Oeroan 

~~vorru1nnt nou knous how I ! eel about thi ngs . 

It i o probably better to do it t his way than 

t o send fomal not eo of protes t beca=e, 
frankly , I f ear tha t tho l a tter mi eh t ~esult 

i n r eprisals i n Germany. 

I do hope t o see you one o! 

those d.nys soon . Herbert has done and 18 

doin;i a fino job , 

G1VP. ~Y best r egards to your 

<lif e , 

lion. Irving Lehman, 
36 nost 44th Street , 
llel'f York, H. Y. 

Aluays s incer ely, 

RT 
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My dear Franklin:- ' 

Al.bany, N. Y., 
May 24, 1933. 

May I thank you most sincerely for your 
very kind letter. It brought a ray of hope into a very 
dark situation . Those in touch with conditione abroad 
know that present conditions in Germany are even worse tor 
the Jews than is generally realized. We have come to the 
conclusion that in the present temper of the responsible 
leaders or the German government and t heir deluded followers, 
the only possi ble chance for bringing about a change in such 
conditions is by impressing upon Germany the fact that whil e 
these persecutions continue the trust and confidence 
essential to peace among nations and even to international 
trade cannot be attained. 

The respect in which you personally are 
held by the entire world, perhaps even more than your great 
position, makes you today the acknowl edged leader in world 
thought and international action. I think I can safely say 
that all the Jews of America, regardless or social status 
or group have been hoping and prayi ng that in your wisdom 
you might find the means of conveying your views to the 
German government. That is why your letter has given me 
unbounded sati sfaction. 

I certainly never could doubt your 
abhorrence or whet is going on, but letters sent by at least 
two Senators , notably Senator Patt erson or Co~orado , to 
Jewish constituents in regard to talks at the State Depart­
ment have caused wide concern in others as to whether the 
State Department fully appreciated the situation. However, 
Secretary Hull hae kindly arranged an interview with some 
of my friends tor next Friday in which doubtless there will 
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be a frank exchange or views . 

Probably you are aware of the fact that on Friday , 
May 12th, immediatel y upon hie return from Washington , Dr . 
Schacht me t at dinner a group composed both or Jews and 
prominent Christians which was foll owed by a conference 
lasting until two a . m. at which he was fully advised of 
the reactions in America to the German governmental policies . 
I think he was impressed, but surely not as much as by the 
expression of your own views . You will probably be amused 
to hear that Dr . Schacht said to me: "I was deeply i mpressed 
by the President . Such charm; such tact; such courage; such 
sinoerityt- He reminded me in every way of Hitl er . " You 
can imagine that it was somewhat difficult for me to restrain 
myself . 

'i'ii th r enewed expr essions of my confidence and 
grat itude, I am 

Yours very sincerely , 

~/~--



l»DWt. Hon. 1 rvtnc 
Ptfild•nt, J•wiab ltlfort Boar4. 
'" 'lortr, 'f. T. 
A:>r11 22, 193? 

Tbt P1"tst6tnt .-rou 1\111 that ho hnt lonned of phn• for celtbmt.ion of the 20th 

oruUnr.ar.r of lhf' !oullac of t.be Jewhh ,d.fare ~rd.. aM be recall• the eervice 

'llhieh tbh orp:duUoo 't'U-dtrt4 to tht •• 11!'» .,.,.. celled t~ tbe color• le the 

'llorl4 •r. tnd.ieatot t.bat h a t1.app1 ol rc'Jntta.nee of tbat tnctc oce\lrrnc• iD O\l.r 

h1•tory t~~t tho Jewlsh Welfare Board co~ttnuoa to thie day to brlns the bond of 

ftU.o••Mp to CIUt 'bot• \n the lnt.1 and the Uevy. COCriratulatu bia upon M.• h•der­

thl) o! thlc. •oda\ flcterprht And U't..,4t to hla M4 hh asnc.iat" best •hbfle !or 

NCC:cn ln tbe uM«"c of wr JO.ltt. - ltwlte4 4Mft lt attached, ale, \•t.terbea4 of 

the Jewhh 'hlfnn Jo"t..nl. 

P.P. F. 
rl ... 
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