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Lecezber 17, 1940

My dear Mr. FPaderewskl:

On the eve of ay 4 ture for the South I
received your letter of November 30 and read 1%
with interest and sympathy. I was sorry to learn
from 1t that the conditiom of your health ie such
ns to confime you to your room, and hope that
eventually you will improve to such am extent as
to render 1t possible for me to tell you im person
how pleased we are to have you iam the United Btates.

The remarks contalimed im your lettsr with R a
regard to the loyalty to the United 3tates of S ET
American elitizena of Follsh origim were partioularly «
interesting. It 1a gratify in these trying days
to feel that the Government of the United States
can rely upon the patritolisas and loyalty of practl-
cally all elements of the Amerlcan people regardless
of the part of the world from whioh they or thelr
forbeara have come. The mailntenance of thias
national unity is of the utmost laportance.

Before my departure I brought your letter to o
the attention of Admiral Leahy and I am sure that X4ied
certain informatlon contaimed in it has been upeful
to him. Although ASmiral Leahy 1s extremely buay
endeavoring to take care of numerous matters whieh
must receive his immediate attention, I have agked
him, if he can poesibly find an opportunity to do
so, to ocall on you or to see Mr. 3traksez.

You may be certaim that all of us want to do
everything that is posalble and proper to alleviate
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the hardships and sufferings of the innocent <447
vietims in Europe of the present confliet. It " 7°°°"
18 unfortunate that situations sometimes arise ~~7¢°7/
in wvhich we find ourgelves almost powerless to

bs of effective aid. Through diplomsatic and other
sstablished channels we hope to be able to kesp in
touch with developments 1n order to make sgure that

ve shall not overleok any opportunity which may

present itself to be of real assistance to your

fellow countrymen who, as & result of the war, ¥ 3126
are in such great need both im thelr own country

and im other parts of Europe and Asia.

I am deeply anxious that you will devote
your best efforts for the time being to the
recovery of your health, so that you may be able
fully to resume your activities. In the meantine,
you may be rest aseured that the whole question of
Polieh interests will be given full and most
sympathetic conasideration by this CGovernment in
1te dlscussions with the new Polish Ambassador
with whom I feel sure you will be in close touch.

Very sinoerely yours,
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His Excelleney
Iznaoy Jan ?ﬂﬂ!?!ﬂlﬁl{#'
Ritz Tower,
Park Avenue at 57th Street,
New York, Hew York.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Dacamber 11, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning herewlth the letter addressed to you
under date of November 30 by Mr. Paderewskl, together with
the suggested draft of a reply from you to Mr. Paderewski.

You will note that although the drafted letter is
of a friendly nature, it nevertheless does not include
any detailled discussicn of the various pointe ralsed in
Mr. Paderewski's letter to you. Thils omission is due
to our feeling that 1t le preferable for dlscuselons
of this nature to be conducted through established diplo-
matic channels with the Pollsh Government rather than
through Mr. Paderewski. It is our understanding that
the condition of Mr. Paderewski's health is such that
he is not able to handle public affalrs. It apnears,
however, that his secretary, Mr. S8trakacz, who is a man
of conslderable energy and ambition, hopes, by making
use of Mr. Paderewski's name and prestige, not only to
engage in activities among American citizens of Folish

origin

The President,
The White House.
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origin in thie country but also to handle certain matters
relating to Polish-American relatione which normally would
be conducted through diplomatic channele. In order to
prevent confusion and additional friction between the
various Polish elements in thie country 1t le belleved
that we should encourage the use of diplomatiec channels
in the solution of various probleme between the Polish
Government and the American Government, narticularly since
a new Ambassador will reach Washington in the near future.
It is hoped that this letter, as drafted, will show
¥r. Paderewskl your feelings of friendlinese and sympathy
for him and at the seme time will give Mr. Strakacz to
understand that the Polish Embassy, rather than Mr. Strakacz,
1s the proper channel for communicatlions and discusslions
with the American {overnment regarding Pollsh matiers.

FajtBfully yours, |

. .. I\r\ ii‘ {
ey

1. Letter from Mr. Paderewskl,
November 30, returned.

2. Draft of reply to
¥r. Paderewskl.

Enclosures:
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" POLISH EMBASSY

December 2nd, 1940.

My dear General Watson,

I am directed to solicit your kind-
ness in order to have the attached letter
delivered at the earliest possible
convenience to the Presldent of the
United States. The sealed envelope con-
tains a personal nessage to the President

from The Honorable Ignacy Jan Paderewski.

Very truly yours,

enclosure

General Ldwin M. Wetson,
Secretary tc the President,
The White House.
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A Hovember 30th 1940,

1y dear ir.l'resident,

upon ny arrivael in the United States my first

4

thought wes to ask you to grant me the honor of

raving my respects to you and to lirs.Roosevelt.

I am naturally nost anxious to express to you
my sincere apprecletion and my deep gratitude for
the personal interest you graclously took in my

g

riisadventure in Spain as well as for the efTicac-

ious interventlion of your Ambassador Homn.
der W.Weddell.

order still

Unfortunately ny doctor's s
confines me to my room and, at least for the pre-

gsent time, ry ardent desire to be received by you

\nerliecan citizens of
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T an only too glad to report that their love
for and their devotion to the United States, their
attnchnment to the liberties and to the demoeratic
systen, their appreciation and their understanding
of your great schievements, gave me o full satisfact-
ion. They are and they will remmin most loyal oitizens,
consclous of the debt of gratitude they owe to their
country.

They are willing and ready to serve their country
in every way, to contribute to its grectness by
their daily efforts and work, as well as to defend
it in caose of noed. They were most proud in letting
me lmow that slthough Amerieen eltizens of Polish
extraction represent less than & per cent of the
entire population, 17 per cent of the total number
of volunteers, who ansvered your appeal, were of
Tolish derivation. This faect gertainly gives the

best attestation to their patriotisn.
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1r.President! You have just appointed o new
Ambassador to the Vichy governnent, Hon.Adniral
Leahy.

Under the constant pressure of Hitler's Ger-
nany, the French gevermment in Viely, in aplite
of itz formnlly erxpressed recrets, hod to inter-
rupt the diplomatle relations with the Polish
povermment, After the departure from Vichy of the
Toligh Erbassy and of our consulates from unoccupl-
ed Trance, Folish oitizens in France have no more
protectlion.

I understond thot the Viehy gpovermment has no
more liberty in agreeing that Pollsh eltlzens
would be offieinlly protected or represented by
your Embasey, or by the jnerican Consular Serviee,
thnn the said governnent had In the questlon of
paintaining our diplomatic relatlons. The Viehy
povernent however has been permitted to maintein
in unocoupled France the activity of the Polish

Hed Cross.
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liay I be permitted, Ifir.Presldent, to sugcest
that Ambassodor Leshy be instructed to maintain a
friendly contact with the Polish Red Cross author-
{ties in Viechy nnd to morally assist them in case
of need. Could Ambassodor Leahy also be permlitted
to instruet the Americen Consuls to talte the same
friendly and protective attitude towards the local
FPolish Red Cross Committees?

It 1s guite plainly understood that these event-
unl instructions would remaln strictly confidential
and would not couse any expenditure or involve your
representatives in any fomrm of material help.

I would preatly eppreciate your pernission to
soo Ambassador Leahy before his departure for Zurope,
btut in view of my rather precarious state of health,
I would propose that my friend, ninlster Sylwin
Strakacz, be received by Ambassador Leahy in order
to gubtmit to him the whole problen.
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1 thinlc that Ambassador Leahy night even be
interested in seeing lr.Strakaecz who on several
acoasions has been received in Viehy by larechal
petain and confidentially discussed with him many
important problems gonnected with the present al-
tuntion of the Viehy government.

I quite realize the importance of my plea but
the destiny of about 500.000 Polish eitizens still
roraining in France iz ot stake.

I nnlke my appeal in the name of humenity, in
the nana of all those sacred and lofty ideals the
eivilized world is defending against the barbarous
aggression. I can assure you, lr.President, that
your generous approval of my humble request would
sove hundreds of thousands of my gountrymen, women
and children from mAny unnecessary gufferings.

The dey will come, when this new eontribution
of yours to our civilization will becoms lmovm and
then, I am sure, all those whon you eventually

soved will bless you, as well as the United States.
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Tt will add to the glory of the United States,
the noble and paramount defensor of humanity, it
will strengthen the traditional ties which are
uniting my, now suffering, country and your
great Democracy.

T take the liberty of enclosing a short stat-
ement concerning the actual status of Folish
citizens in France as well as exposing the gener-
al principles of the eventual assistance to them.

ey I be pernitted to offer to you, lir.Presi-

dent, and to Mrs.Roosevelt the expression of my

highest regard f,fw Very ;nb/:Aﬂy LD aﬁé:fm-
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Fro Memoria.

STATUS OF POLISH CITIZENS IN FRANCE.
‘}'5'H

1. Approximnte number: £50.000

2. Composed of:
a/ Overvhelming najority Imnigreted during 1922-1938.
loatly momunl worksmen ocoupled in mining, farming,
handierafts ond trede /about 550.000/.

- "fu:-.":-mr commissioned and non commissioned officers
ond acldiers who joined the Polish Army in France.
They fulfilled thelr duty in fighting the enemy until
the very last moment. There lles the reagon of their
non evacuntion to England /ebout 15.000/. They are
cetunlly confined to concentration camps in differant
distriets of non ocoupled Frence. They ere orcanized

in labour Tormations under French milltary gunrd.

e/ Civilien refugees from Yoland /mostly wives and
children of officers and soldlers now 1ln active

service in Oreat Britain/.

%. The Polish Red Cross in Viehy emd its Cormittees Iin Lyon,

Toulouse and llmrselille are teking core of them.
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4. The Polish govermment would greatly appreciote:
8/ If Anmbassedor Leahy would occnsionally nmention to
the conpetent French authoritiesz that the United Sta-
tes toke an interest in the fate of the Polish oiti-
zens reméining in France.

bf if the same mention to loeal suthorities could
occasionnlly be made by the U.9. Conauls.

¢/ if Ambessador Leahy would authorize the ochief of
the Folish Red Cross in Vichy to apply to him for
moral help and mssistance in exceptionnlly important
enges and if Anbassador Leahy would be willing to
intervene in favour of the Polish Red Crosa.

5. Yo Instructions whatsocever notifying to the FPolish Hed Crosa
the eventuel favourable decision concerning the above exposed
requeat would be given neither directly by the Folish poverne nt
ner by the hesdquarters of the Polish Red Cross. Ambassador
Leahy would hinself at his convenience and in proper time get

in touch with the representative of the Folish Red Cross in
Vichy in order to explain to him his willingness to assiat him

in case of need.

Yovenbar S0th 1940.
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