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Doe•2ber 17, 1940 

K7 dear 'l!r. Paderwlk11 

Oo the ••• of WI deparWI'e for the iou~ I 
r eoe1Ye4 70117 le\ter o f loYesber 30 Md Had 1t 
v1 ~ 1atereat and a7apa \bJ' . I ""• fiOrr'J to lee.:nt 
f roa 1t t .hat the ooadlUOil of JOIII' he&Hb 1a auah 
o 8 to ooaf1aa 7011 to JOUr roOil, aad bape that 
aTen\llallJ 7011 vlll 1aproTa ~ such 3Jl alltent o e 
to render i t poaal~la f or me to tall 7011 1a p eraoa 
how p1eaae4 we are t o hATa J OU 1a the United Stat••· 

The rnarll:a ooata1ae4 1a Jour l ettor wlth 
regard to t he l OJ&ltJ \o the Ua1te4 Statea of 
Aaer1can o1 Uuoa of Pol1all or1cla -r• part1oul&rlJ 
11\ter .. ttog. It 1a sraUf71ag 1a theaa tJTtas .da7a 
t o f eel \hat the OoYaraaeat of the Ualted Stataa 
can r&l7 upoa ~· patr1to1• aad lo7alt7 of pNot1-
cally all eleaeott o f the .Aaarloaa people regardl.aaa 
of the pa rt of the world froa vh1oh theJ or their 
forbears haTe ooa8. The JB&loteoanoe o f th1a 
na tional un1t7 1a of tha utao8t laport&DOe. 

Bef ore WI departure I brou{lht r our l et t er to 
the oUenUoa of Adalr&l 1Aah7 and I aa aura t hat 
certa in 1aforaat1o~ooota1aed 1a 1t haa been useful 
to h1a. Although A&airal La~ 1a aJtb"esalJ bue7 
endeaTor1ag to taka oare of auaeroaa aattera vbiah 
aust rece1Te hle 1ame41ate a t t antloa, I haYe aelted 
h1a , 1f he cao po8elb17 ftad ao opportunltJ t o do 
eo, to call oa J OU or t o s ee lr . -Strall:ao&. ,~, . - < ,..... I 

You aq be oerta 1D that all of 118 vaot to do 
eYeryth1og t hat 1e poaalbla aod p roper to alleY1&ta 



the har4ah1pa &Dd nffer1nga of tne 1anooent /1 

Y1ot1aa tn Europe of the P" e .. nt oonfllot. It -<'fl1"3 ;~t> 
11 ufortunate ~t 81tuat1oaa eoaet1raee artae " -"'Pil/#&.77 
1n 11h1ab we f1ad oarsel't'ee alaoat poverleea to 
be of etteoUYe a14. 'lhrougb dlploaatio &Dd other 
eatabl1ahe4 ob&Dnela we hope ta be able to keep 1n 
touch V1 th 48't'elopunte 1a o:r4er to .U. aure that 
we ahall no' oYerlook •7 opportunt t7. wb1oh a&J 
prea•t tteelf to be of real. a .. 1ataaoe to 7ou.r 
fellow oCNAtrJ11ell who, aa a reaul t of the war, " 3 1 r~t. 
are 1n noh gz'Mt aee4 tloth 1a their O'VJl ooWltl"J 
aD4 1a other parte of Europe and A.e1a. · 

I aa deeplJ anaioue that you v1ll de't'ote 
7ou.r beet affo·rta for the tlae be1ag to the 
reoo't'el"J of 70u.r health, eo that JOU 11a7 be able 
tull7 to reeu.e you.r aot1v1t1es. lo tne meantime, 
rou m&7 be rest aaeure4 that the whole queation ot 
Polish 1atereate v111 be g1Yen fUll and moat 
a~thetio oonalderat1oa b7 th1a GoTernaent 1ft 
1te d1aouae1oae with the n.w Pollah Aabaeaador 
with whotl I feel ew•e TOU will be 1D olose touah. 

YerJ a1noerel7 7oura, 

...., 1 1 r, {j&e-,.t.<ll_, ,l' 
7 /1'-ll-'~t f.t... c - J...J 

His hce11enq 
l gnaoJ .Jan i'aderevaki, *­

Jl1 tz fover, 
PArk A.Tenue ~t 6?th Street, 

lew York, lie'~ York. 



Hy dear Mr. President : 

DEPART ME NT O F STATE 
WASHI N GTON 

Dccen:'ber 11. 1940 

I am returning here~~th the letter addressed to you 

under date of November 30 by Mr. Paderewski, together ~th 

the suggested draft of a reply from you to Mr. Paderewsk1 . 

You will note that although the drafted letter is 

of a friendly nature, it nevertheless does not include 

any detailed discussion of the various pointe raised in 

~tr . Paderewski' s l et ter to you. This omission is due 

to our feeling that it is preferable for discussions 

of this nature to be conducted through established diplo­

matic channels with the Polish Government rather than 

through Mr. Paderewski . It is our understanding that 

the condition of Hr. Paderewski's health i s such t hat 

he is no t able to handle public affairs. It appears, 

however, that his secretary, Mr. Strakacz, >rho 1& a man 

of considerable energy and ambition, hopes, by making 

use of Mr. Paderewski 1 s name and prestige, not only to 

engage in activities among American citizens of Polish 

origin 

The President, 

The White House. 
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origin in this country but also to handle certain matters 

relating to Polish-American relations which normnlly would 

be conducted through diplomatic channels. In order to 

prevent confusion and additional friction between the 

various Polish elements in this country it is believed 

that we should encourage the use of diplomatic channels 

in the solution of various problema between the Polish 

Government and the American Government, narticularly since 

a new Ambassador will reach washington in the near tuture. 

It ie hoped that this letter, as drafted, will show 

Mr. Paderewaki your feelings of friendliness and sympathy 

for him and at the ee.me time will give H1•. Strakaoz to 

understand that the Polish Embassy, rather than Mr. Strakaoz, 

is the proper channel for communications and discussions 

with the American vernment regarding Polish mat ters . 

lly yours, 

Enclosures: 

1. Letter from Mr. Paderewsk1 , 
November 30, returned. 

2 . Draft of reply to 
Mr. Paderewsk1. 



POUSII &>1 IASSY 

December 2nd , 1940. 

My deer General .Iatson , 

I am directed to ool1o1t your kind­

ness in order to have the at~oohed l etter 

delivered at the earliest possible 

convenience to the President or the 

United States . The sealed envelope con-

tains a personal nessase to the Preaident 

trOt> 7he F.onoreble I;;necy Jan Paderewskl. 

Very 

enclosure 

'•.; Jan OrohoJowski 
COlthiJdlUI Of &Ubh!rST 

General =dwin r.:. .Iatson, 
Secretary to the President , 
The 7.b1te Rouse . 
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]l ih:. 'QrlllllllC' 
1lMrlll ,).UfttiU' at fJT'i!' .i\tTrrt 

)Trl» porlll 

1:ovon'Lor :lOth 19~0 . 

tty door ltr . l'rooidcmt, 

u;>on ny arrival in the United States ny first 

thoUGht wno to osl: you to [;l'Ant ne tl:e honor or 

payi ne my respects to you :md to t:rs . Roosevelt . 

I am naturolly nost all)(ious to expr ess to you 

my sincere npprociation and my doop c r o.titude for 

the personnl interest you Br nciouoly toolt 1n ny 

uisadventuro in Spain as well oo for tho efficac­

ious intervention of your .\nbnssndor Tlon. Alexan­

der W.\'/eddell . 

Unfortunately r~ doctor ' s otriot order still 

confines me to my roon and , nt least for the pre­

oent tine , ny nrdcnt desire to bo l·oceived by you 

cen not be ronlizod. 

::=erous friends of nine , !\nericcn citizeru:: or 

Polish extraction , hove already vioited ne. 



--·-
}qil~ [ou•rl" 

1J•r• _,..,,. .. , al sr• •trrrt 
~r\11 f"rlt tou••--Of ·-n• 

~OWUI 

I nn only too clad to roport that their love 

tor nnd their devotion to tho Unitnd Statoo, thoir 

attaohnent to tho libortioa and to t~c d~ratic 

oyoten, thoir opproointi on nnd thoir underotandine 

ot your creat nchiovonents, cave no n rull aatistact­

ion. They are and they •till rennin most loyal citizens, 

conocious or the debt or eratitudo thoy 01'10 to their 

country. 

They aro 1':1llinr; and roady to aorve their country 

in avery •my, to oontributo to its crectnoee bY 

their daily ortorts nnd \'/Ork , ns \'lOll us to defend 

it in cnse or nood . They were nost proud in lcttinc 

mo Jmow thnt nl thou(lh ."l.l'lcl'ioc.n ci t1zono or Polish 

extraction represent less than 3 por cent or tho 

entiro populntion , 17 per cent or the total nunbor 

or voluntoors, \lbO '\nSVOl"Od your apponl , woro ot 

Polioh derivation. This rnot certainly civoo the 

boot ottostotion to their ~triotion . 



~..---·-

l1itr. tlrom~r.' 
1Jull. ,J.wrniU at 11• •tn•t •n. p.rlirl --­··-· 

t:r .Pr.,1dentl You hllvo Ju.ot appointed 11 n"'1 

Ar.abo.ssndor to tho Vichy covornnont , Uon. Adni:rnl 

Lo~. 

Uhdo~ the conntnnt proasuro or Hitl or' o Cor­

~, tho French covo:rlUOnt in Vichy , i n spite 

or 1 ta ro:-no.lly cxprosoed ro:.:rote , hr.4 to inter­

rupt t~o d1plotvlt1c roll1t1ono with tho Polioll 

covern:~ont . A1"tor tho 4o:p<trturo rron V1cb;; or the 

l,olioh r!ttbaaov- I'Uld o:r our oonoula.ton tro:-1 \moocup1-

o4 Fro.nce , Polish c1t1zons in l'r'lllco have no nore 

protection. 

I untors~nd thnt tho VichY covo~ont hd3 no 

noro liborty in ncreo1ne that Polich o1t1zono 

\.~uld bo orr1c1~ly protcctod or roproccntcd by 

yotu· Etlbnsay , or bi~ tho Anorlonn Conaula.r Service, 

t~um tho o.oid ·:ovornnont bad in the qw stion or 

tlt11ntt>1ninc our d1plo,.,t1c rol.,tiono . The Vioby 

r.ovornaont houovo1· h.o.e boon ~OrltdttGtl to t:ltllntain 

in unocou.plod !'1-o.noe tho o.ct1v1t.:t or tho Pol1ab 

Rod Oroo&. 



~­... _._ 
l~ib .. Qkl\J~l· 

1Jar'- ~\tfrtiU 111 ,, •• lrul 
)(tw P•r• 

4 . 

.. ·--·· .,,_. 

I~y I be pern1ttod, ;~ .President, to sus; oat 

thnt Anbnoaado:r Lonl!Y be inst:ructod to nnintdn a 

friendly contact >dth tho Polish Rod Cross ~uthor­

ities in Vichy ana to nornlly assist them in case 

ot nood , Could A!'tbneoo.dor Lonlly also be pernittod 

to iruJtruct tho Anerice.n Cons•lle to to.l:e tho naoe 

triondly nnd protective attitude t011lU'ds tho local 

Polish Rod Cross Cocni tteee1 

It i o quito plainly understood th~t theoo ovcnt­

unl inntruotions ltould ro~in strictly confidential 

nnd "ould not cnUDo ncy expenditure or involve your 

l'OPl'OSODtnti V OS in n.ny fOrti Of notorio.l holp. 

I nould creatly appreciate your pornission to 

aoo ,~,~~onndor Leahy before hie departure tor Europe , 

but i n viow or !lY rather procoriouo otnte or health , 

I ·.;ould !>l:'O!'OSe that ey triond, ninioter Sylwin 

Str almoz L be reooivod by fltlbassador Leahy in order 

to sulnl.t to hin the t~holo probleo. 



~--·-

:1 . 

llib .. Q:awtr' 
"Par• .AtJon• t •t I"TI! .-n-ul 

~rtu nur• 

I think thnt Anbssaodor Lonhy nicht ovon be 

interested in aooing !!r . Stro.krtcz who on tseYoro.l 

ocoaoiona bne boon roooived in Vioey by Uaroohal. 

Potnin nnd contidontlally dieoussed with hln n8D1 

inl>ortont px-oblollB connected \d tb tho prooont ei­

tuntion ot tho VichY sovor~,ent. 

I quito reB11ze tho ~ortcnoe or ay plo~ but 

tho destiny of nbout ~.000 ?allah oitizono still 

ro:lllin1JIG in :Franco 1a nt ste.ko. 

1 nn·:o ny appod in tho no.ne ot h\l:lallity. in 

tho no.,e ot all tbooo snored ond lotty idoala ~~• 

civilized \/orld 1s doton<liJIG acn.tnst the barberous 

tt.""cres:Jlon. I oa.n a.eouro you, ltr. Proaident, that 

your eenorous approval ot" oy huoblo requeot would 

aovo hu.'l'lc1l'eda or thouaand:J or my oountrynon, wcr,on 

nnd children trm rmny unneconoary euttertncs. 

The day \'1111 oone , \'/hen this now eontr1but1on 

of yours to our o1v1lhat1on will beoone l<n01m and 

then, I u.o :Jure, all those \J"hou you ovcnt\mll,y 

onvod ~111 blooo you . aa ~~ll ns tho Un1tod Stnteo. 



1R ih:. Qrow n" 
'.Jlarll).\ttnnt 111 ~'7~ •trttl 

!NtiU ~<>rb 

G. 

llU•••"oo•C "OCIIIlt• 

•• ltllTOWCtit' ' 

It will add to the t;lory of the United States , 

the noble and po.ranount defensor of hwllllni ty, 1 t 

will strengthen t he traditional ties Hhich are 

uniti!lB my , no\'1 suffering , country and your 

great DeMocracy. 

I tal;:e the liberty of enclosing a short stat­

anent concerni~ the actual status of Polish 

citizens in France as well as eX}JOsinc the gener­

a l principl es of the even·cual assistance to them. 

L!ay I be peruitted to offer to you, l!r .Presi­

dent, and to !!rs .Roosovolt the expression of my 

hit>hest reeard i'~ v--r /"'~ o4J '7(e-cf:,: 

~t-t-v7 ~ 
v/~ ~eA?. 



ITo l!eoorln . 

1 . J\pproxil"'.tlto m.mber : ~50.000 

z. Co:wosod ot: 

o./ Ovorwh<>Luna r'L~JorHy 1m1crated durint:: 19~2-1936 . 

t•ontly m.a.nual worko3en oocu.~if)d in nlninc, ftu"!!llng , 

hond1oratts o.n4 tr~o /about Z30 . 000/ . 

b/ ro~er eo~ssioned and non c~e~ioned orricers 

t.nd ooldiors "l:o Joinof tto ;'olloh .\rny in hance. 

~hoy rull111od their dutr in t1~)1tin• the ene::~Y until 

t!:e V&!j' laet ::cnent . 'i'!tore liN tbo ro.o.aon o!' their 

non ovr.c=t1on to bnalo.ne /about 15. 000/ . '!'bey aro 

ectunlly continod to concentration oan~a in di!'~oront 

d1st~1cto ot non occupied rronce. ~c7 ere or:anized 

in labour torme.tioos under Fronoh n1l1tt~t.r; CUO.l·d . 

o/ Civilian reruceea rron !!o1Bnd /l'lo&t1y wives lllld 

ob1l4ren ot orricct·a and ool41or3 now in active 

oorvioe 1n Grent Brito.ln/ . 

:1 . '!'he Polloh Rod Crooa 1:> Vichy ..nd ito Co...Utteos 1n Lyon, 

Toulouse ft.n4 r:t~.roeillo e.re tal";!cg c.e.re ot thon. 



: . 

4. Tho Pol1ah co•~~ent would sroatl~ a~proctote: 

1/ I~ ~bocoedor L~ could oooualonal1y nontlon to 

tbo co~yotont French autho~1t1ea that tbe unitod Sto­

too toke an 1nteroot in tho tato ot tho Polioh o1t1-

zono rono.iniDG in i'ronoe . 

b/ 1r t~e ~ana ,ention to local authorities could 

ocoaa1onnlly bo ~· by the u.s. Conaulo . 

o/ if Anbaesfldor Loah,y would nuthorize the oh1ot ot 

the Poliah Rod Crooo in Vic!~ to op,ly to hia tor 

norul hol~ an4 acB1atance 1n oxcopt1o~ !,portent 
0!'\00& end U" An'bo.aa'!ldor Leah:r \O:Ou.ld be <o.Jillin; to 

intervene in rnvour or the l)ollah Rod Croea . 

!S . r:o 1rustructions >t!lataoovor notif""J--tn.r; to tha Polish Ro4 Cro:ss 

the eventual rnvourablo doclslon eoncornln~ the above expoaed 
roquont would bo t;iven neither directl:.· by the :?ol1sb. covornre nt 

no!' by thl) hondque.rtera ot tho Polislt Red CrosB . IL'"lbdsoo.dor 

Leahy would hin!3elt nt hia oonventenoo AM ln proper time sot 
in touch ~~th the reproaeatat1ve or the ~ollah Red Croaa ln 

'lic:b,J in order to explain to hin his tt1Ulnc;nosa to acaiat h1D: 

in caao or neod . 

t'ovcnbor 30th 1040. 
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