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December 16, 1838,

My dear Jimmy:

1 have received your telsgram of
December 8, 1938, concerning the desire
of Dr. Ermest L. Klein %o be of service
in oconnection with the work of the Inter-
governmental Committee on Political Refu-
geesn.

Unfortunately there are no vacancles
at thie time on the Intergovermmental Comw-
mittee but I have advised Dr. Klein that
nis offér is appreciated and will be borme
in mind should en opportunity to make use
of big eervices arise in the future.

Very sinocerely yours,

The Honorable
James #. UGerard,
40 Wall Street,
New York, Mew York.
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My dear Dr. Klein:

The President has asked me to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of
November 26, 1938, with further refer-
ence to the problem of political refugees,
in which you kindly offer your services
end also suggest consultation with former
Ambessador Gerard.

While there are no vacancles on the
Intergovernmental Committee at this time,
your offer is appreciated and will be borme
in mind in the event that en opportunity
should arise in the future to make use of
your services. In the meantime, eny views
or suggestions which you or Mr. Gerard wish
to offer might be communicated to Mr. James
G. MecDonald, Chairman of the Fresident's
Advisory Committee on Political Refurees,
122 East 22nd Street, New York, New York.

Sincerely yours,

Secretery to the President.

Dr. Zrnest L. Klein, »ab’
181 East Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, Illinois.
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OFFIC AL ATIONE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WABHIREETOMN, D ©

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Decewber 14, 1938

Dear Marvin:

With reference to your memoranda of Decem-
ber 3 end 7, 1938, there 1is enclosed a draft re-
ply, for your signature, to Dr. Klein's letter
of November 26, and a draft reply, for the Presi-
dent's signeture, to Mr. Gerard's telegram of
December 6.

i rely yours, f«

A Ty,

Enclosures:

praft reply to Dr.
Klein's letter of
November 26;

Draft reply to Mr.
Cerard's telegram
of December 6.

The Honorable
Marvin H, MeIntyre,

Secretary to the Presldent,
The White House.



VWarm Springs, Georgla
December 3, 1938

MEMORANDUM ¥OR HONORABLE SUMNER WELLES: , 0

with tas retumn of the anclosure,
would you be good enough tu let me heve
dralt of anppropristo reply Tor i3y signeture

to the attached letter from Ernest L. Klein.

Thanks.

M, H. KoINTYRE
Secretary to the President R/ mina

11/26/35. Ernzst L. Klein, 121 East Lake Shore Urive, Caicago, Ill.
¥ncloses copy of hia letter of 11/12/32 to the bPresident and cooy of
the President's reply of 11/17738.

we the napseoution of Jews in Gerpony. Offers nia time and affort in
this hour of humanitarisn need with detinits thoucshis nna plans in
narnany with the Prsgident's now historieal dealoration of idenls and
purpose sonsarnines thase unfortunste people. Supgasts tont Hon. Juames
v, Gearard csvy render invalunhle service to the Interzoverwneatal
Committee on Politieal Hefrem. believes his pounsel should be sousnt.
Prssident's pencilad notation: "Hac to raply to."
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\ ;
ERMNEST L. KLEIN \J}‘.‘
181 East Lake EBhore Drive # ]
Chicago, Illinols a

November 23, 1338

My dear Mr. President:

It iz with no little hesitation that I am assuming
the privilege of disturbing your well-deserved rest and
vacation with this letter, however, I feel the situation is
50 eritical that necessity knows no slternative,

I am deeply grateful to you for your inspiring
letter concerning the fave of the unfortunate victims of
persecution in Germany, and for your convenience I am en-
¢closing copies of my letter and your reply o 1t,

For many years I was publisher of & national chain
of American newspapers in the German language, but withirew
from that activity two years ago. In view of my Interest in
tlie Gerpan Langusge Press I made a deep study of the new
German political philosophy since 1ts fncaptinn in 1953,

Although of American parentage, I resided in Cermany
for many years and obtained my education in Universities
there, during which time I made an extensive study of the
history of the German people, Consequently, I am familiar
with their cultural and political beckground anl by the
same token, that of the people of my falth, now victims of
Ferman persecution,

From your letter ani also from tne Press I unier-
stand that there has been set up in London, as a result of
your initiative, an Intargovernmental Committee on Politie
Refugees, You will recall when you accepted my resignation
a5 a member of the Advisory Board of the Works Progress
Aministration in 1936 you reserved the right to call upon |
me for such further duty as elircumstances required, to !
whieh I readily consented, I offer to you now my tlme ani
effort in this bour of humanitarian need with definite
thoughts and plans in harmony with your now historical decla
ration of ideals and purpose concerning these unfortunate
Jeople,

In the many discussions I had with the Honomable
James W, Gerard on the situation in Europe since the alvent
of the Third Heich, he demonstrated hls statesmanship ani
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S -
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt November 26, 1938

unierstaniing of the international affairs by actually
forecasting what presently is happening in Europe because
of Germany. This experienced 1iplomat can render invaluable
service to the Intergovenmental Committee on Political
Refugees, His counsel shoull be sought,

To accommodate your convenlence I can present my views
to you in person or transmit them in writing, You may, if
you desire so, commanl me and I siani ready to answer your
call,

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I

remain as always,
Your ﬂz:otai servant,

Ernest L. Xlein

Honorable Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Presidient of the United States
Warm Springs, Georgia
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WAESHINGTON

Hovember 17, 1238

My dear Mr. Klein:

I have recelved your letter of ilovember
12, 1958, concerning the most recent develop-
ments in Oermany.

You heve perhaps seen the statement which
I made on November 15 concerning these develop-
ments, and I em sure you know my leep interest
in the fate of the unfortunate victims ani in
doing everything possible to amellorate their
lot. The Intergovernmental Commictes on Politi-
cal Refugees which has been set up in Lendon as
a result of this Government's initiative, is ac-
tively engaged in its two-fold task of enieavor-
ing to replace the present chaoctiec coniitions of
exodus from Cermany by orderly conditions of emi-
gration and to develop opportunities for perme-
nent settlement in otler countries. The techni-
cal 1ifficulties involved are very great and the
developments to which you refer have renierei the
Committee's task fer more 1ifficult. I can never-
theless assure you that the interest of this Gov-
ernment in the plight of these unfortunate pecple
has in no 4egree abated anl that cur efforts to
assizst them will in no way be relaxed.

Very sincerely yours,
(signe1) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Mr. Ernest L. Klein
121 East Lake Ehore Drive,
Chicago, Illinols.
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ERNEST L. KLEIN
18l Ezst Luke Shore Drive

Hoverbar le, 18948
My dear Mr, President:

I stani toley in my support of, and bh.llef in
vour humanitarian policies in government, as I diil1 in 1955
when you honored me vith the appointment &s & member of the
alvisory boari of the Veorks rrogress Adminiztration. No one
knew betler than the Hon. James W. Gerard, the late Colonel
Edward M. House, ani the late Louis WeHenry Howe, with whom
I have hud the privilece of wurking in your buhaif, how sin-
cere I have always been In my profound respect snd aimiration
for you &5 & statesman.

I reai with horror the ca:le dispatches from
Europe depicting the recent inbuman scts in Germany. Ger-
many has turnel the clock back to the more barberic days thin
the medieval age. Human lives sre being Leken to satisfy the
frensy of the mob hent on exterminating humen belngs solely
becaunse of race and religion. Is it possible thaet the demo-
cracles in this so-calledl eivilized age can stand 141y by
without the strongest ty e of protest ani iniignation iirected
to the responsible h:zals who permit such persecutions to take
place within thelr boriers.

Two great Presidents, William Howardi Taft, ani
Theodore Roosevelt, during their aiministritions sent offiecial
protests to the Hussian ani Houminisn governments at the time
of Jewish Pogroms in those countries, the protest to hRussia
culminating in the severance of diplomutic rel:z=tions with her.

These unfortunats, oppressed end persecuated seople
see only one hopz:, the American spirit anl uniersiuniing so
ahundiantly expressed in our comstlitudilon, ani portriyel in our
hartor by the Statue of Liberty.

Every rei blooiled American, avery citizen vho aid-
hares to the Ademoeratic urinciplss sanl 11esls upon +hich our
country Is founied, looks to you, my dear !r. Presiilent, in
this hour w#hien clvilization is on trial. It is the solemn duty
of our democracy to save this civilizailon, to take such steps
as may be deemed mivisahle to curb this mudness thich has en
iangerad the ecivilization of the world.

You, my 1ear Mr. Presldent, &5 a great leader of &
gause which is bumane, just inl falr, can with your risdom and
great leadership render the vorld a service which will perpet-
uate the high ideals anid principles of our government through-
out the worli. Your name #ill riny in every Hull of Fame, and
history will record you as the grsatest bhumaniterian of tﬁ!s
EF2.
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Hon. Franklin D, Koosevelt —= November li, 1958

As an American citizen miniful of my responsiblilities,
obligations ani privileges; as a man vho serveil his country in
the last World ¥War, I apoeal to you, my dear Mr. President, to
let your voice speak in this dark hour - to b: heard arouni the
rorld as was the first shot firel at Concori.

Coriially ani faithfully yours,

signel - Ernest L. Klein

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
rresiient of the United Sgates
The White Iouse
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" TELEGRAM

SEWU AB 86 N.L. ml]ﬂ mhdm ﬁmme

CD Hew York, H.X, Dec.6, 1938
The Freasldent:

Dear Mr, Fresident: Dr Ernest ¥lein informs me that by letcer dated
Kovember twenty sixth addressed to you at Warm Springs he agked to
be appolnied a member of the Inter-governmental Committee on
political refugees in London. Dr. ¥lein is a Jew resided for a long
time in Yermany and has been in thie country for years and understands
the probleme of Jews as well by themeelves as in connection with
this country. I think his services would be of value Tto the
Committee.

James W, CGerard.
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Deceuber 7, 1738

Hespectiully referred to Honorable
Summer Welles for attention in connection
witi wy memorandum of December third
from Warm Springs, transwitting a letier

froa Ernest L. hlein,

Me He MeIWTILE
8ecretary to the Prezident

Telegram from Hon. James W. Gerard, NIC, 12/6/38 to the
President. Suggests appt. of Dr. Ernest L. Klein to
the Inter-governmental Committee on political refugees

in London.
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My dear Mr. Kleln:

..-'-.-.-

&

November 17, 1938

I have ressived your letter of November
iz, 1988, converning the most rescsnt develop-

nents in Cermany.
You have

seen the statemeat whieh

I mede on NHovember 15 sonceralag Shese develop-

ments, and I em sule

you ksow my desp interest

ie the fete of the unfortunate vietime and in
doing everything possible So smellorute their

lot. The

Copmittse on- Politi-
ea)l Refugoes oh has bDesh set uwp in Lonfion as

s

e result of this Coverasent's iaitliative, is eo-

tively engeged in it

s two=fold task of emdeavor-

ing to replese the present ehaotle eonditions of
ezodus from Germeny by orderly eonditioms of eml-
gration snd teo develep epportunities for perma-
nent settlament im other countries. The Seshui-
cal difficulties imvolved are very great and the
developments to whileh you refer have rendered the
Committee's task far more éiffieult. I san never-
theless sssure you thet the iaterest of this Gov-
erament in the plight of thess uafortunate people
nes i no degres sbeted and that our efforts to
assist them will ia no way be relaxed.

Vary sineerely yours,

Mr. "rmest L. Xlelsn,

-, qbb

181 Fast Lake “hore Drive,

Chieago,

I1linols.
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My dear Mr. President:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASBHINGTON

llovember

16,

In accordance with your request of Novem-

ber 15, 1938, there is enclosed a draft reply

to Mr., Ernest L. Klein's letter of November 12.

Enclosure:

Draft reply to
Mr., Klein's
letter of Novem-
ber 15.

The President,
The White House.

inderely yours 1\

ﬁ,

\

1958
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 15, 1838.

MEMORANDUM FOR B
THE SECRETARY OF STATE &

K

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

r’l DI n-‘

Letter froa Ernest L. Klein, 181 East Luke

Snore Drive, THiCago, IIl+; 11/12/38 to the Presi-
dent. Asks President to make appeal in behalf

of tne Jews. Iefers to recent iniuman acts

in Geruany.
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UNITED BROADCASTING COMPANY

201 MORTH WELLS STREET

TELEFPHONE ANDOVER 1685 Ootoher oth, 1943 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
WILLIAM L, KLEIN — - . ~ LAMONT SONCEELING
DimpETON e =T [\- nbtll-m. AR
o . - %i‘h -
/ 3/ o s =

LS

Tha Tonorables Franklin D. Hoosevelt
fhe President of the "mited States
The "hite House

. ¥
o AR )
iy dear Chiefl: i3 F
Thenlk you very mugh for your kind letter of Septomber 110
and for the friandly remerks contained therein,
T am unufa{hg copies of three more articles on the AL
L3 o

subjeot of postwnr reorzanization, tha first one of which
you have alresdy received and acknowledged in the above-
nontioned letter, I expect to write a fow more amrtioclea
on the subject, and to reloase them for publioation
through o netional symdicate somatime in Yovenber.

1 appreciote any suigestlona youmey make, and, of oourss, J,ff:‘r
G@sure you that wou will not be guoted. -

-T_nnidun-hnlly. I un also amﬂinﬂ; g oopy of the V-lail .= :1 -
latter whigh I received from my brother, Julius nbout B N
the visit of l'ra. Hoosevelt in tha South Faoifie. . ;"{"?'J-‘

Hth kindest porsomal rerards, and best wishea for jyour
sontinued good health, I am, fmithfully, and,;

FRNEST L. KLELE

BLH :FI
il

ia

analogvre
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wy Wery smail writing is met suiteble. F

: i
| Sender's mome |

Evnest L, Kledm, .
e EZrd QM Truck Regt.Znd
Belmont Hotel, S = e o S——

. A, P, 0,9 808,

3178 Nerth Sheridan Road, £ Postmaster in
| Ean Franciseo, Calif.

~ | Chicago; Illdnots — )

[CENSOR'S STAMP] - .- —SBepti.ly 1943

Somewhere in the Bouth Paeifie, f
My dear Ernest: Geptember 1, 1943 i
1

\\\\*

i i e, W,

Today, I want to deseribe to you the visit of Mrs. Roosevelt
at our outpost. It was a historical event, and one not to be forgottem, Now
that the radio announced the visit, it is no longer a secret, We had some
distinguished visitors here. First, Upder Secretary of War Patterson and
General knudsen wisited us, and then, the Pirst Lady of the land. I did not
have the chance to talk to them because I was on duty. My boys protected
the roads in this area, I can't give you dates and places, whenm and where |
etc. because this is war and such information is not for publication. BHow- ¢
ever, I bave made a record of the event in my little note book, and these
notes will come in when I come home after the war and uil write a F
book., It was s memorable occasion. I must take off my hat for this great
lady, a First Lady in every respect, a real soldier, and she was even dre sed
like cme. Being in the war zonas, uﬁo wore a siomple American Red Cross uni-
form. She had to wear a uniforms for protection case of capture - Ood for
bid -That fine lady brought balsam to the sick and wounded, here. No fan-
fare, no pictures, no ufn‘bnd.tr, 311“ a vipit of a simple Anerican womsn, a
Mother representing Mothers of our boys, calling on the sons of America
and brrin‘ﬂ then nuﬂm Just think of 1{, at her age, traveling like a
youngster, sl.yh; over grnl war zones, risking her hr- and safety to
comfort end enmcourage our fighting mem. Here is a funny incident: One of
the officers talking to ber spoke of Bermuda, and she was very wuch interes
ed in Bermuda - so the officer nmlm Roosevels, don't you know Bermuda
and she saldj; 'Ne, I bave never bsan o1 ="Fhat - said the officer - you
have never been tﬂmr' and @ ¢ lan - t}n officer continued; "You
have been every other pl 'ﬁli urs, sevelt." - and sbe said; 'Ob, no, I on

/| go where I have 3. 1 don't make gny pleasure & 2V = =1 am 00
[ PO when 1! un-.;M X . made gn this mm?u lady
papers ‘sttack ber commit

N

o R i S

NN N

SRR

N N

-

-
\

by some of our loud-moythed press, The ni : _
treason against Americals greit cause, and I say this as sn old newspaper
reporter and correspondent who bas seen press service for over s quarter of
a century. Bhe is hing American womephood repre s: 1 shall write
you, when I have some time, some anecdotes I collecdted 1 eonnection with
her vistt here, She passed my Motor Pool but I was statidoed scross the
road and did not have the opportunity to greet her per « I should
liked to have told her that my brother Ernest is an ardept sup er and
admirer of the President, and that we are friends of James W, ard, I
would have loved to tell her that her son-in-law John Boefttiger and I were

: cub-reporters together, and that be is a fine boy. I d bhave wanted to
/| congratulate ber ﬁui fine sons, and her grest coursge. But, I was

/| gatisfied with that what I could do, namely, to give her 4 stiff salute

; when ber car passed by me. That ssier nhl- meant evergthing to me at that
; moment, for she did mugh for the boys with her visit, and I saluted a great
: lady, and I felt that I saluted the Mothers of everyone of boys and all

| our gallant fighting ba w

| RGP T, el Rl SEA NI
/| T e i e e .4%1}{
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PROBLEMS CONFRONTING THE ORGANIZATION OF PERMANENT PEACE
By Ernest L. Klein

The Kaiser said before World War I : "yhen I draw my
sword, the whole world trembles,” and Hitler announced before World War
II that he was going to establish a millenium of Nazi lordship over the
world. We may expect a third megalomaniac to spout similar nonsense
twenty-five years from now = unlese we finish the job this time and keep
Germany under our control until this mattial spirit has disappeared. A
reasonable, cooperative attitude must be developed within Germany. Our
success or our failure in this matter will determine whether war or
peace will prevail in tomorrow's world.

gur experience with Germany after World War I was some-
thing like this: When, during the middle twenties, Allied pressure on
Germany relaxed, the untouched remnznts of Germanic - National - Soci-
alist ideologies, ideologies of proud German nationalism, honor to be
found on the battlefield, and more Lebensraum, came back to life. Their
pelievers again swarmed over the country, preaching the glory of Germany
and the superiority of its people. Eventually they drove the continent
of Europe and the rest of the world into World War II. This happened
despite the fact that the Allied nations had won the first struggle, had
their supervising commissions in Berlin and their troops on the left
bank of the Rhine, and had been keeping a close watch on developments in
Germany for ten years, since the Versailles Treaty.

The Wazi machine has now been in power for almost eleven
years, watching, supervising and directing every step anyone made in
Germany. A generation has grown up which never knew anything but Nazi
jdeologies. Unless we destroy this conception of 1life quickly, down to

the last tentacles of its hold on the German people, and unless it can
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ve replaced by something equally thorough and efficient but working for
the good, the eventual loss of the coming peace will result.

The necessity of preparing every step of the way now, be-
fore the immediate need for our action along these lines has arisen, is
obvious to anyone familiar with the story of Hitler's coming to power.
Three months after he came to power the political, the cultural and the
economic life was brought under complete Nazi domination, while the labor
unions were destroyed. Unfortunately for ¢civilization, in fourteen years
the democratic forces in the Weimar Republic never achieved the effective-
ness displayed in three monthe by the Wezis. And for this, in part, the
democracies are Lo blame.

we must plan now for the day when our armed forces will
take possession of Germany. We must build a complete machinery, ready to
function at & moment's notice. That we must plan for this eventually,
brooks no argument. The method is perhaps debatable. But plan we must .

Ogur military authorities have selected & number of highly
trained officers who are now being put through schools, in order to pre-
pare them for their work in occupied Axis countries. This is at least a
gtep in the right direction. 1t also offers grounds for constructive
criticism. In the first place, the population of pccupied countries, as
vanquished nations, will not cooperate constructively with permanent mili-
tary administrations. Experience demonstrates that civilian rule as soon
ag conditions warrant, is moTe workable, The rudiments of what shall
ultimately become & gcooperative government by the now conguered people can
be established after & chort transitional military rule.

Attempts to deal with temporary governments of countries
still fighting us are obstacles in the way of a speedy return to con-

structive living. It will be necessary that we avoid dealing with fascist
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or pro-fascist elements in the conquered countries. ZExpediency is all
right as long as it saves the lives of Allied soldiers; but prolonged
agsociation with such elementes will do incalculable harm,

The United Nations' officers, now selected by the Army
for such administrative positions in newly occupled countries are un-
doubtedly carefully chosen and might make good administrators (military
or eivilian) if given adequate time to prepare for these tasks. But
now they are rushed through their courses and cannot acquire more than
rudimentary understanding and knowledge of the people they will have to
deal with later. The administrative factor of their jobs is important,
but the psychologic side is even more so. We must recognize that these
men are to work with a population which has been taught to hate us for
the last decade, which has been bombed furiously, fought into submission
and then occupied by the armies of enemy nations. To administer under
such circumstances is tremendeously difficult and will prove to be
particularly difficult with the Germans.

We stress the point of "administration" rather than "en=-
forced rule®, In the initial stages of the occupation, the military
authorities simply issue orders under martial law, and as the Army en-
forces them, there will be reluctant obedience. A more permanent pro-
cedure must be developed to foster more voluntary cooperation by the
people. In order to achieve this end and in order to make the necessary
transitione from one form of rule to another, one must know the people
with whom one is dealing. This training cannot be achieved in a matter
of months.

We are fortunate in having in this country a number of
nighly qualified men and women who have lived in Germany for years, who
know Germany and its population just as they kmow America and Americans.



They are persons of achievement and broad vieion. Their knowledge and
experience should be utilized. They should be carefully groomed for key
jobs in the administrative organization we want to establish. Their
knowledge of the German people would make their work more successful and
save many & time-consuming experience. In thies connection, I must stress
this fact; plans that envisage the sending of teachers, psychologists and
social workers into Geruwany, as American missionaries who will try to
make a European branch of American democracy out of Nazi Germany are bound
to fail.

Any attempt to superimpose on a foreign people, institutions
which have their roote in the new world is an attempt in the wrong direction
Only what grows naturally from within, only that which has its roots in
the character, the customs and desires of a people, has any chance of e -
coming & success.

The revitalization and the reeducation of Germany into a
constructive member of the family of nations must come from within Germany.
1t cennot be superimposed from without; it cannot be established by decrees.

gur task, therefore, is to weed out the last remnants of
Nazi organization no matter what its disguise. After that, we will have
to encourage, foster and project the well-meaning German circles into
becoming the leaders of & new and sane Germany. We will have to bring all
Nazi leaders and their underlings into court and punish them for their
crimes., We will have to abolish class and caste privileges which pre-
vented the Weimar Republic from functioning. Any form of German govern=-
ment directed toward cooperation with the rest of the world, must be di-
vorced from the class cleavage concepts of the present Nazi regime,

Only in this way can we lay the foundatlions for the spiritual
rebirth of & constructive Germany under responsible leaders. If we help



those leaders and guide them wisely, if we cooperate with them as they
will have to cooperate with us, the chances for a constructive, reliable
and respected Germany to reestablish itself are good. Only thus will

the coming peace rest on gsafe foundations - and endure.
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Novenber &, 1044

Depr Nrnent:
“aur letter hne et cone, It 1ie
ga 1nte thet a1l I could do wan T2 pond 4T

sn To Anbpaepdar Gerard. I hope he can
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uge 1%.
ey Bindeat regerdo,

Yery pincarely raurs,

TRAIMCIIN D, NMOCBRVILYT

trangt L. Klein, 5rc.,
tntted ldrondeenting Bonpeny,
£01 lorth Wellas Strceet,
Chicnpe ¢, Illinole.
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CoPY UNITED BRUADCABTING COMPANY
William L. Klein 201 Horth %Wells Striet
Director llovember 1, 1944 Chiocago 6, Illinois

Honor:ble Franklin ). Roosevelt
The President of the linited Htates
The White Houme

Dear Chief:

Thank you very much for vour kind letter of October 256. Your remarks
thereln colnclde with the information I have regarding the poslition
which Frank Knox would have taken in this campalgn. The effects of
your visit to Chipcago are being strongly felt in thie part of the
country. Some of the most partisan Republicans admit that your chances
are much better for carrving the I11inois electoral vote. I have
telked to Governor OGreen and others and they are no longer ae confi-
dent a8 to Dewey's carrving I11linois as they were heretofore.

Much capital 1s being made by the opposition on Secretery lorgenthau's
gtatement in regard to Germany. The Republicane out here are saying
thet Morgenthau's remarks have been prolonging the war. The thought
gocurred to me that much good could come of a stetement by James V.
Gerard and possibly Hugh Wilmon, former ambasradors to Germany.
Gerard is well-known for his studles of the German problem, and while
he wane ambassrdor, he reocognized the potivities of the advocates of
pan-Germanism and knew about the role which heavy 1lnduetry played 1in
plunging the world into the laat World War. He knows that Hitleliem
ig under the rule of pan-Germanism which went underground with the
abdication of the kalser, but came aboveground agein with Hitder's
national soelalism, which had the full backing and support of heavy
induetry snd the Junkers.

Gerard 1s highly reapected as an authority on Gersany, and a statement
by him at this time would dispel the innuendoes and attacke being made
upon Morgenthau by certain un-American individuale. These individuals
are eaying that Morgenthau, because of his faith, 18 personally affectes
by Lile people's sufferings under Hitlerlsm, and is therefore sdvooating
such harsh action against Germany. Unfortunstely, many of the people
of the Middlewest have been fed so much of this propaganda that they
are inclined to believe these fabricatlons.

I have written many articles on the subject of the German problem and il
mein principle I discuased in these articlee was the responelbility of
heavy industry and the Junkers in this plot for world domination. I
agree with Seoretary Morgentheu, snd I know that Gerard, with whom I
have discussed that situation upon various occasions, hae the same
opinion.

I talked to Leonsrrd Reild, n Chiongo attorney, and a coueln of Tom Dewey,
end he thought that the Preeident'e visit to Chicago hae also helped

the Democratic ticket. Reld is looking after Dewey's affalre 1n thie
part of the country. Jim Olattery, foromer linited States Senator from
I11inoias, has had a olrcle of friends at his home for dinner recently.
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Dear Chief:

Thank you for your kind letter of November ;.x‘fn the meantime I
recelved a letter from Asmbassador James W. Gerard regarding my
suggestion concerning the Morgenthau statement. Jimmy Gerard
advises tnat he had written a short article some weeks ago 1ln
the United States News. Unfortunately, that publication has a
limited number of readers and Gerard's statement can have the
desired effect only if it receives the widest possible circula-
tion. Therefore, I maintain the suggestion made in my letter of
November 1, that Gerard, because of his position as former am-
bassador to Germany and his reputation as a recognized authority
on the German problem, should make a statement Jjustifying Secre-
tary Morgenthau's remarks which have been unjustly criticized.

Many good citizens have been misled because of insinuations that
Secretary Morgenthau, in making his statement about Germany, was
emotionally influenced by the sufferings of the people of his
faith, and therefore proposed harsh action against fUermany. For
the welfare of the nation, unity on the homefront, and to dispel
misrepresentations, it would be most advisable for Ambassador
Gerard and others with equal experience to confirm the lorgen-
thau statement.

During the national campaign political stock was made of that
statement and now that the election is over, certaln un-American
groups are exploiting it for anti-Semitic propaganda. It isn't
fair to our men overseas, risking their lives, and their kin at
home, to allow the impression that the war is being prolonged to
remain. Nevertheless, these innuendoes and outright attacks are
still being made in the Chicago Tribune and other sheels of that
ilk, regardless of the fact that there are no longer any poli-
tical considerations. The truth should be revealed so that the
President may have the cooperation of all the people, for only
unity at home will expedite the conclusion of the war and help to
build the kind of peace for which the world is striving.

The people gained a great victory on Hovember 7, and hmerica 1s
fortunate that the majority of her citizens showed wisdom in re-
electing the President and giving a vote of confidence to his
policy and administration. At this time I offer you congratula-
tions and I fervently wish you success in the hiatorical years
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The Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The Fresident of the United States

The WhiLe House -2~ November 11, 1944

Lo come. Yours is the great privilege of leading our nation and
allies to victory and to win a lasting peace for the world. With
your leadership we feel secure in the certain knowledge that our
children will enjoy the liberty and freedom that has been ours
since the birth of our great Republic.

I am enclosgsing herewith a copy of a letter which A. D. Lasker
wrote to my brother Julius who is a commanding officer of a

troop unit somewhere in the South Pacific. I am sure vou will be
interested in reading what Lasker had to say.

dith kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain

Faithfully and spectfully yours,

SANEST L. KLEIN
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