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Deoeaber 16, 1~8 • 

., cie&r J ll.lt -~ 

1 aa•• reoe1Ya4 70~ •·~~ ot 
Deo•l)eT 8 , 1938. OO'I'Ioe:rel.og ~be citdn 

of '"· &~•• 1.. lleln ~ be ot "rdoe 

1n coaneo~ion wi~h ~be wort of ~he lft~er­

so••ra .. a~al ao.alt'-• on Pol1\1oal Befu­, .... 
Untortuaately ~beTe are Do Yaoaociee 

at nh u .. oa 'b• la'-zao••~atal Ooa­

•lttee bat I haYe adYleed Dr. llelo ~t 

hie off6~ h appnolated and wUl be boiM 

in •tnd eboul d an opportunitr to .Ue •• 

of bh M"loea ar1M ln the faan. 

Ver,r einoerely r oure, 

!be Honorable 
J ... a • · llerarct. 

60 WaU stnet. 
••• York. ••• fozk. 
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My dear Dr. Klein: 

The Preaident haa aaked me to ao­
knoYiledge the receipt ot your letter or 
November 26, 1~38. with turther refer­
ence to the problem ot political retugeea, 
in which you kindly otter your services 
and also suggest consultation with tomer 
Ambassador Gerard. 

While there are no vacancies on the 
Intergovernmental Committee at t his ti~e, 
your otter is appreciated and will be borne 
in mind in t he event that an opportuni ty 
should arlee in t he tuture to meke uae or 
your services. In the meantime, any views 
or sugeeat1ona which you ~r Mr. Gerard wish 
to offer might be oorumunioated to Mr. James 
G. McDonald, Chairman of the President 's 
Advisory Committee on Political Refuf eea, 
122 Eaat P.2nd Street, New York, New Yor k . 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to the President. 

Dr. Ernest L. Klei n , - ~ -~ 
181 East Lake Shore Drive, 

Chicago, I llinois . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Decer~ber 14, 1938 

Dear Marvin: 

With reference to your memoranda ot Decem-

ber 3 and 7, 1936, there is enclosed a draft re­

ply , for your signature, to Dr . Klein ' e letter 

ot November 26, and a draft reply, tor the Presi­

dent's signature, to Mr. Gerard ' s telegrem or 

December 6 . 

Enclosures: 
Draft reply to Dr . 
Klein ' s letter of 
November 26; 
Draft reply to Mr. 
Gerard's telegrem 
ot December 6 . 

The Honorable 

Marvin R . Mcintyre , 

Secretary to the President, 

The White House . 



~arm Spr1n&o, Ceor&1a 
December 3, 1938 

'•1 th tnt~ r r tu1-n of t Le .:uoJ.oaur<l , 

, .N.J..! y<>u be ;;oO<I •ool.j!b t let co hev e 

II, H, ~cii:'l'XR.i 

Secretary t o t hu ~e»1aeDt 

llld>/:}v. Lot"lJ!':Jt 1.. ti.l*'i n , 1·'1 1"'\st. L.!l'ce t.>b~t"e .:Jrtv., , Cuteu.~o , Ill. 

rtl!lnSP"J C:Jpy ,1" ~~.,. l~tt ... !" ,,. }}ll~/1; t . ,_, t-'r.,l'll '! 1o "''Ut ('"')~)y ur 
th~ rT.-,t~i,lent • s rft'nl•t l')f lllt?',l'lo . 
,<,. t\e ?f'tt· ~•·•!lttiot. l)r .rft"'~ 1n "'"M'·"n:r. •Jt~f'• rs h!zl tl1«~ ~ jd .--~r·tl)rt 1n 

tblB bour ">f bw·»u':. lt'lrl"u nel!tft "tt..1. del'J'\ltiJ tt:.o·ll;"l'rta 'lUll !•l":W io 

, .... ,. .... nv ... it'l t1"" Pr ·• ~•"'t ' ~ •·M hi~t'lrl,. .. l 1•-"':l• --•tJ""~r n · t ,.~ 1,. ~•\tl 

10,.'."')!"" ·!"~1'\'!""r"i.in • t'l "l~ •anr·,~t.'m .. ~• ~·"Pl.. . ~)8"·-tt. 1 t.o. t. tOn . J ....... s 

i*"r:,l"''l .-:t.1 --en.1At" 1 nv,lu 'll,. .. ,.t"Yl • .. t< thP Inter""overw1~:'lt"\l 

t;onw.ltt~e ?n Pol1 tS\,l'\l rleJ'•J·'l!'. bf•lJ.-v"-s htB e.::.un3ol $hot;Lu bfiJ bou.-nt . 

Pr~sl~ !flt. ' 1 •eo.cil \ not.·rtt·"lQ : "•.ac t') .r.rvl:t tu .•• 

1 



\ 

-l ' -,.. _,. ' . \. v 4 
I 'r ,,Y 
CAN EST L. . KL.Iti N ;!' 

181 East Lake Shore Dr1vey ~ 
Chicago, Illinois - lf 

ttovember 2G 1 1938 

uY "lear Ur . Presi ient : 

I t is with no little hesitation that I am assuming 
the privi lege of 11sturb1ng your well-1~served rest and 
vacation with this letter, however , I feel the s1t~.u•t1on is 
so critical t hat nccosstty knows no hlternativc . 

I am 1eeply gratefuJ. to you for your inspiring 
letter concerning t he fhte of tue unfortw1ate victims o f 
versecution in Geroany , ani for your convenianca I am &n­
closing co91es ot my latter an1 your reply to it . 

For nu1n,y years I was publisher or 41 national chain 
of American neitspapers in the oerman language, but Vi'ithirew 
from that activity tvro years ago . In view of my interest in 
t!1e Gernlan Language Press I UIG:1e a ieep stu1.y o(' the new 
German pclitical phi l osophy si nce its inception in 19o3, 

Although of ruuar1Can parentage , I resi ie'i in Germany 
for many years an'i obtaino1 IllY e1ucat1on 1n Universities 
there, iuring ~hich t i me I m410 an extensi ve stu1y of the 
history of the German peoj>le . ConsequentlY , I am familiar 
with t heir cultural an1 political bockgroun1 ani by the 
same token, that of tbe people of ~ faith , now victims of 
Ger man persecution . 

Prom your lettor ani also rrou the Press I un1er­
stan1 that there has been set up in Lon1on, as a result of 
your initiative, an Intergovernmental Committee on Politics 
Refugees . You will r ecall nhen you &.cceptei rsry resignation 
as a o~~b&r or the A1v1sory Boari or t he works Progress 
A1m1nist't&t1on in 1936 you reserve'i t h u right to call u pon 
1ce for such further l.iuty as eirctmstances require1 to 
>"lhich I rea11l y consente1 . I offer to you no\'f m.y t i me ani 
effort in this hour ot h~anitarian neei 31th definite 
thoughts an1 t~lans in hs.rmony W'itb your now historical 1acla 
ration of 11eals an1 vur pose eoneern1n6 these unfortunate 
,;eaple . 

In t he ~any 11scuss1ons I had vdth the Hononabl e 
James W. Gerar1 on tho situation i n Eurove since the a1vent 
or the Thir1 Reich , lJe 1ernonstrata1 his stat asti'ansh1p ani 

: 
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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt November 26, 1938 

unierstan1ing of the international affairs by act ually 
forecasting what presently is happening in Europe because 
of Germany . This experience1 iiplomat can r en1er inv~luable 
service to the Intergovenmental Committee on Political 
Refugees . Ri s counsel shouli be sought . 

To accommo1ate your conveni ence I can present my views 
to you in person or transmit them in writing . You may , if 
you 1esire so, corumani me ani I si an1 reaiy t o answer your 
call . 

Vlith k1n1est personal regaris ani best viisbes , I 
remain as al ways, 

Ernest L. !Uein 

Honorable Frankl in D. ~oosevelt 
Presi'ient of the Unitei States 
Warm Springs, Georgia 



c o P X 

Tll! 'II!ITTB BOIJSE 
'I:'AS!llliG'rvll 

loll' 1e~r klr . Klein: 

tlovtmber 17, 1938 

I have recei ve'\ your letter or tlOVI!Iber 
12, 19381 coneern1J'lg t ll8 most recent 1evelop­
~ents in Oerroany . 

You have perhaps seen tho at~tvment which 
I ~:a"!e on november 15 concernln& these 1evelop­
ments, an1 I am $ure you know _, 1tep interest 
tn the tate or the untortunete v1ct1as an1 in 
iolnc everything possible to .. eliorate their 
lnt. 'I' be Inter;o"'tern""tntal CoT"'f."i :tee on Poll t1.­
cal Retugees which has been set U? t" Lon1on as 
a result of this Governcent'a 1n1t1atlve, is ac­
tlvel:,• engage1 in .tts two-fol1 t&ak or en1et.vor­
tng to replace tho present chaotic con11t1ons or 
exo1us from Oer~anY by or1erlY con1tt1ons of emi ­
gration an1 to 1evelop opportunities for ~erma­
nent settlement in other c.,untrlee . The techni­
cal 11f flcultles lnvolve1 are very 8reat ani the 
1evelo~ments to wh i ch you refer have ren1erei the 
COMtllittee •s tasl~ far more 11ff1cult . 1 can never­
theless assure you that the interest or this Oov­
ern~ent in the pli 8ht or these unfortunate peop~e 
has i n no 1egr ae abate1 nn1 thot our errorts to 
assist them wtll in no way bt relaxe1 . 

Very sincerely yours , 

(slcno1) FJ'AlfY.LIN D. ROOSt;VEL'l' 

Ur. Ernest L. Klein 
161 ~st Lake Shore Drive, 

Chiceco, Illinola. 



c -o-p-y 

ERN EST 1.. . KI..EI N 

181 Eas t Luk& Shore Drive 

Novembc;r 1<: , 1938 

~Y 1ear Mr . Pres i 1ent: 

I ctnni t oit y in my :~u.>; or t of , <mi h ,lief in 
your human! &&rian 1Jollc1es in gove rnm.Jn e, as I 111 in l9.3A 
•:1hen you honore1 me 'Ji th the a ppointment as h membC>r o f the 
a1visory boari ~f the ~orks •rogress Aimini~tration . No one 
kne''' bet t er than the non . James \L Gerar1 , the l a te Colonel 
Eiwari M. House , :;.n·l the l i:te Louis ttcllenry Ro>~e •ith ,·:hom 
I have h t•i the f•ri v11e:;a of uul·l.in~ in your 1:t~hai r , ho•: sin­
c ar" I hav« :.lr.ays been in my profoun1 respect :,.ni a1miration 
for you hS a sehtesman , 

I rea'l with horror t he ca le 1isl'a tches from 
Europe iepictin£ the recent inhuman nets in Germany. Ger ­
many hi.S turn,;i t he clock l'><:.ek t o the more !:>orbaric ;,,ys than 
the mei ieval ~ge . !Iuman lives &re being t aken .o satisfy the 
frenzy of the mo b bent on ex terminuting b~~n beings solely 
becau~e of race ani r e ligi on . I s it poss i ble t hat th~ ieroo­
cracies in this s o-colle1 civiliz~1 age c~n stt~i iily by 
Nithout the strongest ty 'e of protest ~1 in1ign~tion iirecte1 
to t he respons!ble h.ais Pho permit such ~~rsecutions to take 
)ll o.ce within thei r boriers . 

·rv:o great Presi'ien ts , Viill i t•m Ho :. ~d ?aft, ani 
Theo'iore Roosevel t , i>rrin.; r.heir Himi:'listr;.tions s .. nc officiFtl 
prote s ts to the Russian Rni Roumr.ni t<n govornm ~:nts At the time 
of Je vish Pogr·oms in those countries , the ;;.rotest to Russia 
culmin.tting in r.he severance of 11plorot.t1c rel- tions •1 th her . 

ThesE: unrortun:.1 t e , OPi-'r ssse1 t ni ;.~t:rs eC 1lt\:1. :-~eot~le 
see only on" hop J, t h e f.merican spirit ani un1e r s ;,.n1~ng so 
a'>unia ntly .,x·>resse1 in our co~stituoion , nni .,;;r tr;.y~1 in O'UI' 
htor r or by the :;t:. tue of Lib'3rty . 

J:.ver:; rei bloo1ei Americon, 1-;er:t ci ti :~n '"ho ai­
h~r.:s to the ieroocra tic .Jr1oc1pl .;s :·n l 1 te . l s upon ·•h i · h our 
country is foun1e i, looks t o you , mY idc.r •:r . ?r«; :;iient, tn 
thi~ hour dhc n civi lization is on tria.l. It i s t he solemn 1uty 
of our 1emocrn~i to save thi~ ~ivilizt. Lion, to take such s eeps 
as m£<Y bt 1eeme1 l!1vi sa.hle to curb this m1.ine .. s ;hi ch has en 
1anger e1 •''e civilization of the •orl i . 

You, my iear Mr . Pres iient , a.s a gr eat lea1er of a 
CAUSe lhicb i S hlJ.!!I'lll~ , jU"'t oni flilr , Ct=n '1 til :•our 'lis1orn <>n1 
r, <'eat le,..1er .,hip r '>n1er t he ·•orli a servi C<> "thich Ylill ;>.trpet­
uate the hi t:h iie'\ls t.r11 principl es of our ~vvernro .. nt througb­
O'lt th e .torl1 . Your name ·•111 rin;· in ever:· R!.ll of Fame, 11n1 
hi >tory ill r ecor1 you ns th ' gr '3<ttes t humi.nit· ri b..n of thts 
are . j 



c-o-a-~-Y 

Hon . Fr~nklin D. Roosevelt • - ... -

As ~n /~eric&n c1ti z~n mini~~ of roy r dsponsib!lities, 
-:>bligations (tn i ;ri vi leges ; as a man vho ser vei ilis country in 
the last ''>orli ''·~r , I a 1• eal ~o you, r;ny 1<:!ar 'lr . ?reii":ient t to 
let y-:>ur voice .> peak in this iark ho•.l.r - to b: hef.ri .. roun'l the 
,,orl1 as ·rw; the fir • t sho t firel at Concori . 

Cor11Rl ly «Di r~i thfu.dy yours ' 

signt:i -

Honor able Frv.nklin D. Roosevelt 
~resiient of the Unitei ~tates 

'£he ·:lhi te :rouse 

Lrne.;t L . Kl~in 
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TELEGRAM 

20~V All 86 N.L. 

fhe Prea1dent: 

'ml1e ;lffriit ~tti'll! 
;ntu~Jinghm 

CD New York, N.X. Dec.e, 1938 

Dear Wr. Preeldent: Dr Erneet Xleln lntoraa •• t hat b7 lec ~er dated 

!~ovember twenty el.xth l:lddreeae4 to )'OU at W&.r~~ Sprlnse he &eked t o 

b4 appo in ~ed a member ot the Inter-governmental Com•1ttee on 

pol1~1cal retugeea ln London. Dr. ll•1n le a Jew r t•1ded tor a long 

tlDe in Uermanr And hAs been 1n th1a country tor year• and underat&nde 

the problems of Jewa a a well by theaeelvee aa l n connection with 

th1a countr7. I th1nk hla eervloea would be of value to t he 

Cocalttee. 



Reapectf~ rsierred to Honorable 

Sum er l ellA1 for attention in connsct ion 

fr oa lax~ Sprinus, trans~ittin~ a let~or 

Mo H. lloiN'lYKI 
Secr etary to the Pret~ident 

Telegram from Kon. J ames W. Gerard, NYC, 12/6/38 to the 

President. Suggests a ppt . of Dr . Ernest L . Klein to 

the Inter- soverlUllental CoriiDiittee on political refu~ees 

in London. 
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My dear Mr . President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

r:ov e~~tbe t· l C , 1030 

In accor dance with your request of Novem-

ber 15 , 1938, there is enclosed a draft reply 

to ~~ . Ernest L. Klein' s letter of November 12. 

Enclosure : 
Dr aft reply to 
Mr . Klein ' s 
l etter of Novem­
ber 15. 

The President, 

The White House . 

\~ 
\ 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

IIA<IlAI'DUI4 JOll ~ 
1-

ftll BJ:CliiK'lART or S'lAft ~ 

J'Oll PJW>AIU!IO• or RIPLT 

FOR MY SIGKATORI. 

r. D. R. 

Letter from Ernest L. Klein, 181 Eas t L~e 
Stlore Drive , Cn~cago , Ill. , 11/12/38 to t he Presi­
..tent . Asks President to JOake a ppeal i n behalf 
of tilt: J e,,s . Hefer s to r ecent i nuwn<1n ac t s 
i.n Ger JJlany . 



UNITED BROAOCASTING COMPANY 

TILIPH O MI .Uf DOVIA U Sa a O.Otobotr oth , lt.l-t~ 

Th'J 1"onOl"sblo frl'l"'lclin U. kooeo~lt 
~· Pr..:si~en~ of tha "n1\od Stat~u 
"htt hi te hou,. 

201 HO RTH W IL LS S TAII T 

C HI C AGO, ILLI N OIS 

Thf\1\k you '"'rY r..uoh tor yow- kltld l otttr of Soptonh•r l}j) 
an~ for th• tr1~~1 r~r~ oon~ainod t~•re1~ • 

./ 
' '"r\ onolodr<~r oopioo ot thnto 110r. artiolo• on tho 

'ubj~tot of poal:'w~tr roorraah"tion , tho tir at ono or which 

you have 'lro~dy reoolved and oo~owle~od in the above· 

M"'Uo::ed lett-er. 1 OXJ'I&Ot to wrl t.e • tow r:Dro artiolos 

on the lSUb,S.ot. and to rd.aao U'·•• for pu.hlloatlon 

t:l\rourh • not1.0"1al 1r,1ndioato aOf"ll~blO in ovonber . 

L!..J:F•.,ci..,to ·~ m&.bt't&tic"u 7ou "'!l'_ulce, JUld , of oourae , /I/ 
ouvre "J'fN U.at vou 'fill 1 ot ~ 0\IOted. 

tno111ontdly , I ua aho eno~nK • -;opy ot tho V• '.al),. r. 4 ._....._ 

l&ttor wt.loh 1 r•oo1ved tr~ ~brother, tul}U!J ohout 
tr:. •id t of r•. 3ooeovtlt in th,. South ·'ao N.o. 

""' I 
11 
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PROBLEloiS CONll'RONTili'O THE ORGANIZATION OF .PERlWlENT PEACE 

By Erneat L. Klein 

The Kaiser aaid before World war I a •wnen I draw ~ 

aword, the whole world trembles, • and Bitler announced before World War 

II that he was going to establish a millsnium of Nazi lordship over the 

world. We may expect a third megalomaniac to apout similar nonsense 

twenty- five years from now - unless we finiah the job this time and keep 

Germany under our control until thia mawtial spirit has disappeared. A 

reasonable, coopera tive attitude muat be devel oped within Germany. Our 

success or our failure in this matter will determine whether war or 

peace will prevail in tomorrow' s world. 

Our exper ience with Germany after World War I waa some­

thing like this: When , during the middle twenties, Allied pressure on 

Germany relaxed, t he untouched remnants of Germanic - Nati onal - Soci­

alist ideologies , ideologies of proud German nationalism, honor t o be 

round on the battlefield, and more Lebensraum, came back to life . Their 

believers again swarmed over the country, preaching t ne glory of Germany 

and the superiority of its people. Eventually they drove t he continent 

of Europe and the reet of the world into Worid ~ar II. Thi s happened 

despite t oe fact that the Allied nations had won the first struggle, had 

their eupervising commiesiona in Ber lin and their troopa on t he left 

bank of t he Rhine, and had been keeping a close watch on developments in 

Germany !or ten years , since the Versailles Treaty. 

The Uazi machine has now been in power !or almoe~ eleven 

years , watching, supervising and direct ing every step anyone made in 

Germany. A generation hae grown up which never knew anyth.ing but Nazi 

ideologies. Unless we destroy thie conception of l ife quickly, down to 

tho last tontacleo of ita hold on the German people , and unless it can 
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be replaced by something equally thorough and efficient but workins for 

tho good, the eYentual lose of tho comins peace will result . 

The necessity of preparins eYery step of tho way now, be­

fore the immediate need for our act ion alons these lines hae arleen, ie 

obYioua to anyone familiar with the story of Hitlor•e coming to power. 

Three months after he came to power t he political , tho cultural and the 

economic life was brought under complete Nazi domination, while the labor 

unions were destroyed. Unfortunately for ciYilization, in fourteen yeare 

the democratic forces in the Weimar Republic neYer aohieYed the offective­

neee displayed in three months by the Nazie. And for this , in part , the 

democracies are to blame. 

We muet plan now for the day when our armed forces will 

take possession of Germany. We must build a complete machinery, ready to 

function at a moment's notice. That we must plan for thie eYentually, 

brooks no a rgument. The method ia perhaps debatable. But plan wa muat . 

Our military authorities baYe selected a nwnber of highly 

trained office r& who are now being put through schools, i n order to pre­

pare them for their work in occupied Axis countries . This ia at least a 

atep in the right direction. It also offers grounds for oonatructiYe 

criticism. In the first place, the population of occupied countries , ae 

vanquished nations, will not cooperate conatructiYely wi th permanent mili­

tary ~niatratione. Experience demonstrate& that civilian rule as soon 

a e conditione warrant, ia more workable. The rudiment& of what ahall 

ultimately become a cooperative government by the now conquered people can 

be established after a ebort transitional m.ilitary rule. 

Attempts to deal with tenq>orary goYernmonts of countriee 

atill fighting ue a re obataclee in the way of n speedy return to oon­

structiYe 11Ying. It wil~ be necessary that ~e aYoid dealing with faaciat 



or pro- fascist elements in the conquered countries. Expediency ia all 

rignt as long as it eavee the lives of Allied soldier11 but prolonged 

aeeoc iation with such elements will do incalculable harm. 

The United Nations• officers, now selected by the ~ 

tor euch administrative positions in newly occupied countriee are un­

doubtedly carefully chosen and might make good aclminietrators (military 

or civilian) if given adequate time to prepare for these taeka. But 

now they are rushed through their coureee and cannot acquire more than 

rudimentary understanding and knowledge of the people they will have to 

~eal with later. The administrative factor of their jobe ie important , 

but the peychologic aide ia even more eo. We must recognise that these 

men are to work with a population which hae been taught to hate ua for 

the laat decade, which hae been bombed furiously , fought into submission 

and then occupied by the armies of ene~ na tions . To administer under 

such circumatancee is tremendeously difficult and will prove to be 

particularly difficult with the Germane. 

We atreae the point or "&dministration• rather than •en­

forced rule•. In the i nitial stages of the occupation, the military 

authorities sil!IPlY ieeue orders under martial law, and ae tho A~ en­

forces them, there will be reluctant obedience. A more permanent pro­

cedure must be developed to foetor more voluntary cooperation by the 

people. In order to achieve this end and in order to make the neceaaary 

transitions from one form of rule to another, one must know the people 

with whom one is dealing. This training cannot be achieved in a matter 

of months. 

We are fortunate in having in this country a number of 

nisblY qualified men and women 11ho have lived in Germany for yoare , who 

know Germany and ite population Juat aa they know America and Americane. 



Th ey are persona of achievement and broad vision. Their knowledge and 

experience should be utilized. They ebould be carefully groomed f or key 

jobe in the administrative or ganization we want to eatabliah. Their 

knowledge of the German people would make their work more eucoeeeful and 

eave many a time- consuming experience, In this connection, I muet stress 

this fact; plana that envisage tho sending of teachers , psychologists and 

social workers into Germany, ae American missionaries who will try to 

make a European branch or American democracy out of Nazi Germany are bound 

to fail . 

Any att empt to euperimpoeo on a foreign people, inatitutiona 

which have their roots in the new world is an attempt in the wrong direction 

Only what growe naturally from within, only that which baa ita roots in 

tho character, the customs and desires of a people, baa any chance of be-

coming a eucceee. 

The revitalization and the reeducation of Germany into a 

constructive member of the family of nat ions must come from within Germany. 

It cannot be superimposed from without ; it cannot be established by decrees. 

our taak, therefore, is to weed out the last remnants of 

Nazi organizat ion no matter what its disguise. After that, we will have 

to encourage , footer and project tho well-meaning German circles into 

becoming the leaders of a new and sane Germany, we Will have to bri.ng all 

Nazi leaders and their underl ings into court and punish them for their 

crimea. We will have to abolish olaee and caste privileges which pre­

vented the Weimar Republic from functioning. Any form of German govern­

ment directed toward cooperation with the rest or the world, must be di­

vorced from the claae cleavage concepts of tho present Nazi reg1mo, 

Only in this way can we lay the foundations for the spiritual 

rebirth of a oonetructive Germany under reeponeible leaders. If we help 

J 
' 
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those leaders and guide them wisely, if we cooperate with them as they 

will have to cooperate with us, t he chances for a construct ive , reliable 

and respected Germany to r eestabli sh itself are good. Only thus wi l l 

the coming peace rest on safe foundations - and endure. 
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COPY UIIITED BROAilCABTING OOMPAIIY 

Wi l liac L. Klein 
Director lloveaber 1, 1944 

Honortoble J'renkl1n D. Roouvelt 
The Pros111ent ot the lln1 ted :ltates 
The White House 

Dear Oh1et': 

201 llorth l:eua St ree t 
Ohi oAgO 6, I ll inois 

Thank you nry muoh t or :rour k1ntl letter ot October 26. Your r emarks 
therein coino1de v1 t h tho 1nt o rma tl on I h11v o regarding the pos1 tlon 
vh1ch l'rftnk Knox would hAve tftlten 1n th1e c ompft1gn. Tho e t tects o t 
your v1e1t to Oh1oego ere being s trongly telt in th1e pert ot t he 
country. Some ot ~•e moat pnr t 1ean Republ1cnna ndm1t that your che ncea 
are muoh better tor onrry1nu t hn Ill1no1a electoral vo te. I heve 
t alked t o Governor Green nnd o ~1ers and t hey nre no l o nger as oont1-
~ent as to Dswey 'a oarr:rinB I l l inois nft they were hereto fore. 

Much OAJ>1 tal i s being made by the oppod tlon on SecretAry Ho rgent hau' a 
sta t ement in regArd t o Oerneny. The Republ icAns ou t hera are aay1ng 
the t Horgen thAu' s r emarks hAYs b13en prolonging t he w11 r. The thought 
occurred to me thn t much good co uld come ot a statement b;- James w. 
Gerard And poeeibly Hugh h'll"on , termer lll!!biiRAad::>ra t o GermA ny. 
Gerard ie vall-known to r hie atull1es ot the German problem, and while 
he wos ombassndor, he reoogni~ el1 the aotivi tiea ot the advooatea ot 
pon-Germnn18m IUid knew a bout the role wh ich heavy in<lua try plaJed 1n 
plunging t he world into the lnat lior ld liAr. lie know a t hll t H1tlet 1em 
1a under t he rule ot )>Rn-0el'lllen18M vhioh went underground w1 th the 
abd i cation ot t he kAi ser, bu t oamc aboveground again with Hitler's 
nat i ona l aoc1al1em, wh ich had the tul l backing and support ot heav7 
1nclus try 11nd the Junkers. 

Gerard in hi6)1ly reepeoted 110 nn authority on Oercany, and a etatemont 
by hi m llt thin time voul<l dlepel the innuendoes and attaoke b eing mad e 
upon .Morgenthuu by certain un-1\merican ind1v1duala. Theee individuals 
a re saying that l~orgenthau, because ot h io faith , is paraon,.lly a trecteo 
by hie people ' a autteringa unde r ll1tler1am, And ia therefore advoca t ing 
auoh har sh no U on aga in&t Gerceny. Untcr tunr tely, 11111ny ot the people 
ot ~1e M1ddlewee t hove been ted eo much ot th is propaganda tha t they 
a r e incli ned to bel i e ve t heee tabrioa t1ona. 

I have wr1 t t on mu ny ort1oltta on t he subject ot the. German pro blem And t l 
ma in prinoi plu 1 d1aoua sell in theee Articles was the reaponeib111 ty ot 
hoavy indus t ry and t ha Junkers i n t h iR plot tor world dominot 1on. I 
agree vi th Secretary Morgontheu, ~nd I knov tha t Gerard, vi th whom 1 
h8ve d1acuaaad tha t situa tion upon vnr1ou e occaa1one, hoe the aaoe 
opinion. 

I talked to Loon1•rd Re1d, n Chi cago Attorney , nnd a oou11 n or Tom Dewey, 
pnd he thought thot t ho Proeident' e v1a1 t t o Chicago h11a oleo helped 
~•e Demoor nt1o ticket. Re i d 1a looking n tter Dewey'n 6!tn1ro in thie 
por t or the countr y. J i iD :llntt er y , t e r mer United Stntes Senator from 
I llino is , hn11 hod a o1role ot triendo ot h18 home t or dinner recently. 
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The Honorable Franklin Delano Roosavel~ 
The Pres idenL or Lhe Un iLed SLaLas 
The ',Thi Le House 

Dear Chief: 

0 

201 NORTH WELLS STREIT 

CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 

COMONT 80NOCIII\.INO 
GDM ... CIIIOIAI,. ....... ._. 

Thank you tor your kind letLer or November n the meantime I 
received a lel.Ler from nmbassador ames rard regarding my 
suggesLion concerning Lha WorgenLhau aLaLemenL . Jimmy Ge rard 
adviees LnaL he had wriLLen a shorL arLicle some weeke ago In 
Lhe UniLed SLaLee Newe. UnrorLunaL&ly, LhaL publication has a 
llmiLed number or readero and Gerard •s s~a ument can have ~he 
desired e!!ecL only if iL receives the widest possible circula­
Lion. Therefore, I mainLain Lhe suggeaLion made in my le~Ler or 
November 1, LhaL Gerard, because or hie position aa former am­
bassador Lo Ge rmany and his repuLaLion as a recognized au~hori~y 
on Lha Ge rman problem , should make a eLaLemenL jusLI!ying Secre ­
tary Morgen~hau ' e remarks which have been unjua~ly criLicized. 

Many good citizens have been misled because o! Insinuations that 
Secretary WorganLhau, In making h iR sLatemenL abouL Germany, waa 
emoLionally Influenced by Lhe sur terint:s of Lhe people or his 
!eiLh, and therefore proposed hareh ac tion againeL Germany. For 
Lhe welfare of the naLion, unity on the homefront, and to dispel 
miarepresentaLiona , It would be moat advisable !or Ambassador 
Gerard and others with equa l experience Lo confi rm the ~orgen­
Lhau ataLement. 

During the naLional campaign pol!Lical stock was made o r Lhat 
statsmont and now t hat Lhe election is over, certain un-Ame rican 
groupe are exploiLing it tor anti-Semitic propaganda . It isn't 
fair Lo our men overseas , risking Lheir li ve a, and t heir kin at 
home, to allow Lhe impreesior. LhaL Lhe war ie being prolonged to 
remain. Ne vertheless , Lheae innuendoes and ouLrighL aLtacka are 
still being made in the Chicago Tribune and other aheeLs or that 
ilk , regardlaaa of the fact Lhat there are no longer any poli­
Lical considerations. The truLh should be revealed ao that t he 
PresidenL may have Lhe cooperation or all Lha people , tor only 
uniLy at home wll l expedi Le Lhe conc lusion or the war and help to 
build Lhe kind of peece !or which Lhe world ia sLrivlng. 

The people gained a greaL victory on No vember 7, and Ame r ica is 
rortunaLe LhaL the majority of he r ci tizene showed wiadom in re­
electing the PreaidenL and givin0 a voLe or oonridence Lo hie 
pol i cy and admlnistraLion. At thie Lime I offer you con3ratula­
tions and I fervently wlah yon euocees in Lhe h i storical yea r s 



The Honorable Franklin Delano Rooseve lt 
The President of t he United States 
The 'llh i I.e House - 2- Novembe r 11, 1944 

t.o come . Yours is the great privilege of leading our nation and 
allies to vi ctory and to win a last ing peace for the wo r ld . Nith 
your leadership we feel secure i n the certain knowl edge that our 
ch ildren wil l enj oy the liberty and freedom that has been ours 
since the yth of our grea t Re public . 

I am enclo!ins hsrewith a copy of a letter which A. D. Lasker 
wro~e to my bro ther J ulius who is a commandi ng offi ce r of a 
troop uni t somewhere i n the South Pac ific. I am sure you wlll be 
intere s ted in r eading what Lasker ha d t o say . 

~ith k i ndes t pe r sonal r egard s and bes t wishes , I remain 

Faithfully and 
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