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ir are planning to visit ¥ashinglon
hefore r::'ummmn-ﬂu- 1 shall
hope to have the opportunity of sesing you.

Bellieve ne

Youra very sinosrely,

-,f"il,é"___{f

The Most wﬂ ~ #
Jomes H, Rysn, &
5ishop of Omeha
630 Dodge 3treet,
Omaha, Nebraska.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 9, 1938,

My dear Miss LeHand:

As a result of my conversation with
the President on December 6, I sent to him
yesterday a suggested letter for him to send
directly to Blshop Ryan. If the President
found thie letter satisfactory and sent 1it,
you may wish to let Dr. Sheehy know that the
Preslident has suggested in his letter to
Bighop Ryan that he would be glad to see him
if he came to Washington before he left on
his trip to South America.

Eelleve me

Sihcqnely yours,

Miss Marguerlte A. LeHand,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 8, 1938

My dear Mr. Presldent:
In accordance with our conversation of
yesterday I am enclosing a suggested letter
for you to send Bishop Ryan. I think this
draft follows the lines you had in mind.
Believe me p\k {
ully yuur%?

' - 4 \ﬁ T N
Enclosure:

To Bishop Ryan.

The President,
The White House,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Deocember 8, 198

MEMORANIUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETAHKY OF STATE %°

FOR PHEPARATION QF HEPLY FOR MX
SIGHATURE.
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Letter from Fatner Msurice 5. Sheehy, Heea of
tae Department ol RelipTous EQUEEtIdn, The
Catholic University of Aserican, Washington, D. C.,
12/3/38 to Wiss LeHund, with enclosed letter
to the President. Suggests as a solution to the
parsecution of the Jews in Uermany tnat & special
commission, composed ¥ of Bishop Ryan, Father Sheehy
and possiblly a prominent Catnlic leyman familisr
with the conditions prevailing in South America,
to the capitais of the eight leading republic of
South: imerica. There t.he;,- would firat calli on the
hmerican diplomats Lo pay thelr respects anu then
contact tne nesds of the Catnolic Church in those
states in order to cement the fine relutionships
which have ulways exlisted between the Church
in the U.S. ano South aperice and to infors these
{over)
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ecclesiastic of the coumission's alarm &t the
growth of #x totalitarianism in the world. Ir
President is in sympathy with this plan, Futher
Sheeny will wire Bishop Hyan to come to hashington
for conference with the President and Mr. Welles.
Encloses newspaper Clisrping FThe Nazi and the
cﬂﬁ"“ by Most. Rev. James H. fyan, Bishop of



The Catholic Hnipersity of America
Haslyington, 3. C.

THE GOLDEN JURILEE BESAN OCTORER 12, 1038

December 35,1938,

iaE@

SEMICENTEMNMIAL
ig3@

Miss Marguerite Letland,
TheWHite Housse,

mwm' D-cl

Dear Miss LeHand:

Reluotant though I am to 4impose upen your friemdship,
thers is so much at stake for our sountry in the suggestien of a
special mission te South Amerieato be headed by Bishop Ryan to combat
Nazi influence that I am hoping you may ses £it to eall it to the
President's attention. I have talked this matter over at some length
with Sumner Welled.

In oase the President is in sympathy with this plan,

I shall wire Bishop Ryan to oome teo Washington for comference with
the President and Mr. Welles at th&evconvenience.l think the Cathelie
Church oan render a great service to the causs of demooratiec government
by immediate actiem to support thé splendid work the President and
Seoretary Full have dome in South Amariea.

Yours simoeresly,

L

of Religlous Edu

V1954
Wil



Thye Catholic ¥nidersity of America
Hlashington, B. C.

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE BEGAN OCTOBER 12, 1838
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SEMICENTENNIAL
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December Srd, 1938

Honorable Franklin Delanc Roosevelt,
The White House,
'l-lhl.l!.g"lrl)n, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

After the national broadoast sponsored by the Catholie
Church in protest against the persecution of the Jews in Germany,
a group of Catholio leaders met to determine what could do,
quietly and without undue publiecity, toward solving the problem
of Hitler influence in South Amerioa. At first we were inclined
to conduect a research project to determine the extent of this in-
fluence, but upon investigation we found that the facts were so
obvious that such & research project would be a waste of money.

The present plan is to send a special commission, com=
posed of Blshop Ryan, myself, and possibly a prominent Catholio
layman familiar with the conditions prevailing in South Ameriea,

. %o the oapitols of the eight leading republice of South Ameriea.
There we would first oall on the American diplemats to pay our
respects and then contact the heads of the Catholio Church in
those states in order to cement the fine relatiomnships which have
always existed between the Church in the United States and South
America and to inform these ecolesimstios of our alarm at the
growth of totalitarianism in the world.

For Bishop Ryan to absent himself from his diccese, a
letter from you would be necessary. I do not know the diplomatie
technicalities which would be involved. I mentioned this matter to
Seoretary Hull shortly before his departure, tut I did not seek his
approval beocause I met him on & train under ciroumstances whish pre-
vanted me from explaining this matter in detail. I have since then
talked to Sumner Welles, who appears to be quite favorables to such
& mission. If thie attempt meets with your approvel, I think it
would be well to oall Bishop Ryan to Washington for a conference.
Fortunately, His Exocellency speaks Spanish and, during his years in
Washington, became mogquainted with many of the South American diple-
mats. I am enclosing a eopy of an artisle by Bishop Ryan whioch
appeared in the Observatore Romano which elicited much favorable
comment among Roman ecclesiastics.
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e L TU R Deosmber 3, 1938

If there are further details whioh I can give you, I
shall be available at your eomvenlensce, I think the Catholie
Churah can rendsr valuable mssistancs at this moment in world
history in preserving the ideals of demcorstic govermment.

Sincersly yours,

4

BEavd Dr. o8 3. ¥
Head "of the Department of Raligious
Bduoation.




By MOST REV. JAMES H. H‘I.'Aﬂ Ph D, 5.T.D
Bishop of Omaha

| whe Amerlean publle has fol-

jowod the painful course of recent
ovents In Austriz ‘with sentiments
almost of horror mixed with pity.
We réalize that, duo to the strict
press eansorghip, the whole story
has not been told. Encugh infor-
mptlon hak come through to per-
milt: ug to approciate’ the sordld-
ness, aven the cruelty of the at-
tacks on the Chureh and its repre-
sentatives, which have taken place
in that unfortunate and distracted
couniry. That an infurinted mob
of Tuthless hoodioms should be
allawed to invade the palace of
the Cardinal Archbishop of Vien-
id destroy itk furnishings, burd
sacred objects, and oven menice
the lifa of the Cardinal himself
5. a series of happenings' which
‘ould not occur in a4 country
where law and order reign, un-
legs, a8 In the Austria of today,
the pollce work hand In glove
with the mob, and the public au-
|tharities, instead of suppressing,
are jn fact Instigating attacks on,
Jglon and its reprosentatives.
The inhabitants of a great clty
|like Vienpa should hang their
eiuls in shame (we feel that the
r]l; ty do) at the: havbai-
n'l.llr‘,l.tt.lcka which have been made
am the consderatéd person of a
Frinee of the Ghurch. It wag in-
deed & ald day for poor Ausiria,
and - all” the world *realizes it
whepthe. II.Tﬂllrl.H- of Hitler took
po.umuiun of'its greatest eity.
!’h violent persecution of re-
Igiomn,* d:"'ljl:l. particular, of the
Cathal hurely, which is taking
plncu h‘t_ ﬂ;[q. hour-in . Mazl JGeér-
many hds ciused unlversal sur-
pring,. _tol put It "mildly, in the
Unitéd "Srates. Unaccustomed as
we'are totsuch outbursts of offie-
inl.bigatcy and of downright pers
spcutioh’ d‘nﬂthe .;rwrt' of The gov-
Ipteat so-

¥ lj.:# mntg_iu -ﬁprmaﬂ?. st ‘How
jis Tt pokibTe fae s State o perse-
cuike, andliw i nnmeasured and
bitter waxs, Churéh whose roots |
are &0 decply’ §6t in the natlonal
life, afid whose history has been
1o Jutimitely intertwined with the’
reryshistang. o tie u:!.l,lii.ll [taell?

lm “ntelligible _and {acceptable fer

; m frnk to  eanfe
Inqq. B Thai the Catho o
"'hu h.n;r" IE,,\!II any just

ﬁ'hrﬂ (politfcal e the

r{ﬁr.l"
it
ik
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ings of & hatred whose source can
only be dizbolical. When the re-
sponsible orgun of & government
sinks 8o low as to sttack, in the
very language of the gutter, the
August and Saered Person of the
Pope Himsell, then, at last, we
have sounded depths of human |’
perfidy almost unkuoown in the !
annals of the human race, Coup-
led with these campaigns of hat-
red, there has gone hand [n hand
a system of espionage, the most
odious and hateful imaginable,
The very sacradness and privacy
of the family freside has been
Invaded by Nazi sples, and, on
trumped-up charges, thousands of
priests and devoted laymen have
been arrcated and epirited away,
many without trial, to concentra-
tion camps which aro a disgrace
Lo elvilized society. |

The roligious pleture in Ger-
many, today s much darker even
than 1 have drawn It One has but
to read the Joint Pastoral Letter of
the German Hierarchy, a splemn,
calm, and moving document, to
appreciate how grave the sltuation
really la. The German Dishops are
convineed that, the Nazl persecus
Mlan &f religlon will contlnue and
will reach  unexampled helghts,
They have prépared both elergy
and people o llve as the first
Christlans were compelled to live,
the life of the Catacombs. And If
the attacks on the Church in Ger-
many proper are grave, what must
wa gaj ol the mueh more viclous
and hostila attempis o uproot
Christianiiy-in Aunstria, at which
the whole world today sthnds
aghastT

1t is with a profound senae of
pity that we In America rend of
the recent happenings in the Ger-
man Reicl Hatred can only beget
more biteed. There is no hatred
of the Nazl in the hearts of the
erican people, but thers does
A, nakion-wid g condemnation |
puEphkaceution o
natlontwite ffeling of aulidnriull
with: they sffering Chureh in Ger-
many. The Amerlean people can
only view with sorrow the deep
disgrace which “the contemporary
leafiers of Germany bring pon,
the falr name of a natlon once
+honored the -world ower. Our
hgatrta. beat inunjon with the suf-
ring Falhu]]un of Germany; we
uﬂﬂ.: them sxery. assistance with-
in lanr power, amd, in partieniar,
wa promige them the sulfrage of
.uur ‘united prayers.
rnn nut. l;lnn.k fficially for

‘Hieratchy, thoidgh

qwﬁut 'IL‘_‘lm tie waitTints )
e Agetaslean.: Blshops ?rtmr 1
that we, eondemg “fn. un-
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l“.'rhl.ﬂ'l'!ﬂ!_!i“,ril_ were ghd to necep
ihet all-embricing polltical and re-
lglouns'aliinte of ‘the Nazi Siate,
T dempnid,” 48 the Nazis adglited-
Ly o ‘the flhal word in every
rl_gt_d,‘-*l;!‘ﬂﬂ_lu:'llm woltare af man,
I o, mder dvinands which the
Chirdh: e ot | aebept, Partiou-
larly " aifozidiis 48 the . Church
wad (b Nazh (nMatenco on its ex-
clunivie right to leghulate for edu-

ra E:Ii and’ for  marriige. = Suobd

Prostmptions run counter to the
very eondtituiion of the Chorch
it eauid .cglx b arcepted I the
“hupeh were, willing to abdicato
i nnprimfiey in airoal which in
el glous ande ln, ‘moresver, of dl-
Ane; origin. No.such “bBetraynl af
iihainle fs ‘hlngablg o the puft
i Chareh which holds Tt itn
B i Cheiatddinmal £~
e’ the fundamental eon-
radicllons: which exlst between
Nzl [deology and Christian faith,
v mdidus vivewdi eould have been
ratnbllehied If the Nazt State wore
witling to moderate sbme af its
outragoons  elaims - to upiversal
upriémacy; As n maiter of foct, o
Caneordat waa signod batwesn the
Huoly Bge and the Relch. But, In
spite ‘of thelr pledgod word, the
sorrowiu]l history of the past few
¥eirs prowes- that -nefthor Hitler
nor his intimate advisers: werg
willlfg really fo concdde afi-ineh.
Oh_the contrary, Insteml of meek-
g & way oul, they bogan-n cim-
palgn of intimidation. agalnst the
Chureh, followsd this by & cum-
paign af lies, and-have now reach-
éd  the point ‘whers, by every
means. within' thelr power, they
seek o destroy (hat which they
can not felghten o7 conguer. i
The story of MNazl, pecsecullon,
nd [t-has come 1o us from ubquos-
T T T
morg ‘like the. history of the do-
fngs of the inmuntes of a pEychopa-
thie’ hospital than the ;ut_ﬂ?’u of
sane med. The adfivities"ofXazl
agents apainst the Church. Sedm
imbutd with 'a epiett “of hatred,
of eraelty, and of inhumanity thal
has few parallels sinee the doys
vaf ihe French. fgvolution. Gathor

{becn banned, schools and  semin:
jaries closed, newspapers proseribe
(e, and property conflseated. A
virulent am! vicious campalign s
e nl:.tw In progress 1r_! enropt
youth, morally and religicualy, To
sieal *from Chem thelr most pricc-
nun heritage, boliof in God. Every
(| phportunity, public and private, is
seiged  to” pour peorn om  the
Choreli and ber ministers.” Even
il most exalted personapges ars
continually  subjeeled, 'nny-ucl_l.llr
o the Grécs. (o the hitler outogir-

lie arganizations af al] kinds h]'ll:{lt

I kuow, too, that | re-
pucho the septiments of the entire
American penple when I eondamn
publicly and withopt resorvation
this ircational campalgn of hatrod
Agalust the Church, the responsi-
bility fer which falls squarely on
tho shoulders of the leaders of
wodern Germany.  That God In
Hin merey may touch thely hisaris
amd enlighton thelr minds to the
grlevonsnesn of their sins is tho!
IERYEE. of overy Americin, m-'
matier whal his religlous beliefs
may b,

Pnpe“l?e;tg_i; Frayeri
as All ltaly Thanks
God for Euml_le Peace

Vatican, (NCl—The enthusi-
anm which has greeted the peaes
which has resulied from the Con-
forence of Munich o been manl-
fested In ltaly . by & number of
religlous. eeremonles of thanks-
Riving: lo IMvine Providones, in
which wan ovident the Influenee
of the Papal appeal to the falth
ful to pray,

Frayera of thanksgiving took
Place chiefly on the firt Sunday
of October, the Month of the Huly
Rosary, and the first Lo fulfijl
this rite was the Sovereign Pon-
Ut bimself.” This year ho deo-
mired  to give it greater pramf-
nence-to an annual eustom, invit-
Ing high persopalities who that
morning  had  gathered o tho
Papal apartmont, ameong whokh
were Cardinal Prezando, Nuncle
Iln Ialy: Archbishop  Bovgongin
Duea, Archbishop Migone, Seercl
Almoner of His Holiness, and the
eOverior T of The ~Vallean Cliyn
Marchese Seraflnl, to jolm him.
The coremony, instend of belpg
bald In the private chapel of the
Fape, taok place in the “official
npartment of His Toliness.

AL the =ame time, the same
voremaony, followed Ly the sing:
Ing of the Te Iegm, wis cals
brated in the parochial churel ol
ganlel Gardolfo.- = 3
Similar coremonies were held i

Rome,  In tha Vatican Rasilics
the entire Chapler of Coanons
afler the solamnn Mass and the

‘prul.*t'nl.nn to the Chapel of the
Blessed Sacrament, chanted o Te
Dewne. In the avening, in L
Chureh of. tha Ceauw, whers re-
moses  the body of =i Ignatios
Logoln, the Rev. Luigl Maseitd,
S, Ji; dollversd a fervenl exhortas
flon asking tha congregatlon to
lthunk God and to raise o thooght
of “tillal gratiude to 'the Popo
whian bl affarad hls 1Ifs far neafa
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Deceaar 10, 1938

Bespectfully relarrod to the Under
Sscretary of Btate for hils infarmmtion.

M. s MoINTYHE
Seoratary to the Prealdent ba

Copy of Prealdent's letter of 12/9/3% to The Most deversnd Jumes
H. Ryan, Bishop of Omuha, Usaba, Mebraska, in re his mlzalon to
South Aserica.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Lecember 12, 1938

MEMO FOR G.G.T.

Let Dr. Sheehy know this morning.

F.D.R.
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December 17th, 1938

Colonel Marvin MoIntyre
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Colonel Melntyre:

In the letter sent to Bishop Ryan om
December 9th the President invited the Bishop
to eall on him before going to South America.
Bishop Ryan will be in the city December 27th
and 28th, and he would like to have an appoint-
ment at the President's convenience on the 28th.

If it is possible for me to do so, I
should like to see the President for five mimutes
before this South America trip, which, I believe,
means a great deal for Pean-imerican reletionships.
I shall eall you on Monday or Tuesdey to see if you
can get me in between more welghty appointments «

TMith kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

pZ 9 9o

Rev. Dr. Maurige S. Shee
Head of the Degertment of Religious
Education

\
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TELEGRAM
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Wash 7
Coral Gables, Flo., Jan. 25, 1939.
s

-

L
THE PRESIDENT:
All South America sends i1ts love to our President. Where
do we fish?

Bishop Ryan and Father Sheehy, Amateur Diplomats.
A~ » FP 4990

<87
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C;/ﬁ\ /
THE WHITE HOUSE /

WASHINGTON
. ) .

L}izég>[”fjﬂ February 6, 1939,

rd

MEMO FOR THE P. 8.

’
o l“

Dr. Sheehy will bé in

on Wednesday morning between
10.30 and 11.00 o'clock.

GI GI' TI'
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