


----
rR . HASSETT : 

Although the file shows that Rabbi :·;ise and 

i•.abbi Silver had an appoint ment wit h the President 

i n t.1arcl1 1944 , a nemorandum dated December 27 , 1944 

s t a tes t hat 11 Mr. Niles says he has talked to Judge 

Rosenman but they both want Gen . Watson to know that 

they ar e 'thumbs down ' on Rabbi Abba Hillel Silve!' . 

'!'hey th i nk Uen . ·,·Iatson •.-rill be hearing from him s oon 

and Vlanted the General to knovr t his in case he did 

hear . " 
Also - see marked file card - 10/13/44 

Rabbi Silver complained because Vfise had appt . vrith 

t he President~ and he ( Silver ) dJ.d. not . aw 
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.Jenne.,. Sl, 1~5 

DMZ' Dr. su ..... 

Th11 is in acknowlalclpant of your latter 
ot Jcluuy t .. ~-n1Dtb, •lli>'*'n'nc to tbe Predclent 
your poe1t1on with napeot to oerta1o upecta ot 
your work u Euoutl'ft Cbalnan ot the .W.rloan 1"­

Zlonut !liaarpaq CouncU. I oote further yC\ii' 
deatH to ca 1 iGt 2m a lild llilatate.nte of taot 
with reepect to 7001" pe.rt1oipet1on 1n tba late 
capes.cn. 

I ahall baTe IIUCh pl.M8un 1n brin&ina 
tbla e2;>lanat1Dn ot :rour poeltlon to the attentlm 
ot the Pnlldant. 

WIIUAX D. HASSETT 
Secrottuy to the President 

Rabbl Abba Hillel SUyer1 D. D., 
Tbl t.pla, 
Eut l05th Street at Anael Road, 
Cla'f'eland, QUo. 

-- I 
.J 



'il:ftt 'il:rmplr 
~ 105U .TIIIC.CT A T AH:Sc.L litOAJ) 

.a•• t4 1LLC '- a u.Yciiii , O D ...... , 
ol&IHUt.J'7 .. "9. UK5 

Tht Pre•tlenc. of t.htt Un!Wd .:it •• d,.ee 
!i'hl t.t HOt.IZI8 
~&tthtn,wn , D. C. 

wnen 1 t.st had the privltt~~ or a,et~ you •t L~e ~hltft Houte. 
you he~~n our pl~t. 1ntervle• by '""'t.LM t.h. t. ··••,lnj\on ia ~ city 
r\11l ot n.ors. l dld oot. r•U • bolt t.roe th..t. ob .. Ml&.t.Jon na until 
T.he t.a.Jt r ew aont.As lfhen J111U17 naaor11 N•c *'- .. u~hl.n a;r rel.-•tlotJ. 
l<' rxar ~nlllr-r-t1on und to 1ouNd!. 

'Ul JOU ~ndt. :~ to co:r.ncl. ... or Lltlt MDOrat AS you a:.'1 
ocr st"ll.:f .en~ . I b.n reslnled •• !oaecutl• .. C'\61,...., qr t..nt u r l¢...n 
donlat EE:.er t.fteY Courtcil. lnerl..»lu.s , out or Ill' h1 h .. "'- .nd 
wtatr.uon ror you , I sboold 11<• t.o eori"Mt. ... la,JI"fllllons 'IT.ich 
1")U MY he.-. received all'J fer •hicb t.be •n110r aUt • in •Uhln&t.orl 
b.a ofou':tt.le • ben re:s?Oftslble. 

1 f\i:.Ve been t.ol.d t.nat. t.hore 1a • l1••t'~ t.11pre:tJlon ln 
Ml•lnt.atr..~t.lon ct:"Cl.es t..'\..t. 1 bwi eolhttlJ cd.*S '"«! for tile Repubtic-.n 
C·l•dl.f\o.t.<t d W"lna t.ne lluu. t'r~ttlttont.bl '"loct ~ou. I st. •.ed rq ,K)sit.ioo 
tturtn,. ~.-,. c,,.,._l~n "~,~.u,.. clll!arl; t.td wbL1ct.,}' . "' .,. d or t.t.e l:.ioni:lt 
l-l"llt.lc•~ t wor'< ln t.ll" Uoibd o1t,. t.ea, I could not. tuY.o a idet'l lu • 
rtnltt.lCiol ~llj*i9' dtbout. ftnd"'llt\flflntc l.-111 ,rOOit.lon C.tt' nOll tr.J.Li t..}' ~h.ieb 
our llOVftf<ont. must rwt.nt.l'l. ln . Our ouun ilr..IJ ••n11 rrlru;ds ln bot."' ;M)Ut1e.;.1 
•r\l,.a . I•• succeeded in cett.tnr • t'rlul'\dl.t he-.rt~ 1"roc both eX<f"t.Lt-s 
b~c•u"'~4 or t.~e nM-partlaan: chano.ct•r or our •ov~- •nt. . Aa ~ ~t r-..... r. or 
t.h11: Co_mctl. I p1" .bed tho SUI) .10rt -fhtch b~,~U, .... r-t.ha ·Avo to our 
hh.stlno r eaolutionl ln Coo#·r.s.: . l ha.UIIJt'l boL.h tK-rt.hs t'or t~e 
i"•hJtlrut _ll.....tl'k.:~ •hie~ t.~/ t..nt.r-udiJCod ln U\ lr to~la~troru . l pr ;..lstd 
;i•N•m·Jt" D•·•Y tor t.M aWt.••mt. •1\lch h· L, u..S ot1 \.t •• Je ... lah COEIOO­
••lt.h , end , you ~·1 ree....U, 1 Ml"Cltod t.' tl... .,..,. • .-.o.: t. ca.I'II and 
ftl\t.hUSl .. atlC U3:sa~e of t.A.nd to you . ~.leal t.-tlo.,l"'.,oAed to 70U • 00 
tllo occ.:.Jlon or your ili$>.'ll"'ic >r«ooutaco:: ··t. oa :JCt.o~r 15 . 1 trt.ed t.Q 
bt acrupo1twtV l.a • .Ji.rt.W . 1 dld oot. ln ..n.; ...... ldent.Hl II;IHlf .. tth 
t."a.. c""""'L~n ae.Uvltl~ or ttto ~publlc•n ,.•r t..f . ':no •nclo..,d CllP"lftC 
rrx .,. o..rn t.'7"'D .-per. Yr. i;a.-..l.ta.nd ,.""• <~•t...t \le\..,)~r 11. 1944 . 
cl .. rl.1' re1Nia~t.~ s:; ~Lt.lon • rotv.~\. U1 ~.-L ;"D , E:T81';-'t.'llAI;: 
•1,. ~...._t Jor.& _,., h&...,• •-N. ~ d ... r ~~..r . ' t'Nl1.,.t.. 11 c.bcilivOIU:' 



The i'ruiden t -~-

!;OS3ip. The Alllericu.n Zionist &ler~ency Council rullj" &J,rovad of 
this non-p< rtisr.n line obich 1 pursued . Four ;;e"rs UKO . when 1 did 
not. oecu,>y 1111, offoelal ,>OSt , 1 felt free to endorse the c~ndid~<cy 
of :.lr. flillkie . just as ei1ht ye ... rs "iO· lind ... g...tn t ... l •t• ye..rs dgo , 
I endorsed and puollcly advoeated your election ~nd re-election. 
This J~ur, bec~use of ay official ~ost . l felt under the .arul re~tratnt 
no~ to take aides publicly in the election C«lll""i~ . lf ..nyone ht.s 
mi~intorproted my positi on to you as one of unfriendliness. 1 trust 
that you will rejoct it out of hand . 

Rumors huve al.so been rife in connection wtth the roce•lt deferment 
of action in Con,.re3s on tl•e P&leatine resobtions . These resolutions 
had been olllnding in Congress for dmost a yB!lr . One <lef ·r1o1ent took 
,>lace last Sprin6 6t t;1e !.ns!.st..nce of the u..r CeJ)art..:.ant . Eo.rlJ in 
October , tile ·•'-'" De,l&r taent .ithdrew its obj~ctions . The ~p~rovtd 
of t~e subst .. nce of the resolutions by both ,>elitic«l ;>torti•s in tbeir 
pllitfoms, ""d more es,>ecially ;our a. n mu;nii'icent st .. te::oent of 
October 15, mbde everyone believe thut favorable uction on the 
r esolutions would be certain nnd S?todY us soon as Congress reconvaned . 
.'/hen lute in November, the Emergency Council learned , tn rou~h Mr . 
Stettinius , thut you fel t thut II.C~ion on tnese r esolutions should be 
deferred , there was consternu tion in our rhno<s . A r esolution was 
"dopted by the Council t o r e,ucot a oaeeting .. itn you in tho hope of 
,.>ersu~ding you to reoove your objections . Thut cle .. r u>n.ndate wus 

given to me by tbe Council . You •ere not in .. ashin~ton at th!l.t tim~> . 
.ihen Selllttor ""gner finally co:::..unicated dth you in writing. and tbe 
Senat.:>r Wid 1 had fin~y obU..ined an ll,>,>Ointuent .:ah .. r . Stettinius 
for Dece::>ber 4, in order to ,resent the Council 's ur;;ent ~lea that 
clear&nce should be given to tne recolutions, t.~e rlous~ forel;pl J.i't'airs 
Conmitt<>e had b. that til:ie alrc:ody acted favorubly on the Pu.lestino 
re8olut1on, ond the Sen&te Poroign Rol~tions Committee h&d ulroudy 
had one meeting und hhd decided to tuke o.ction on it at n second 
meotlng t wo duys later . 

I !'emit .,e to assure you . Ill>' deur ... r. Pr esi dent, thut I did not 
exert any ~ressuro on Con~ressuon und ~enators in beh~lf of the 
resolutions contrary to your •ishea . nor did I sJ>e~ !.n any •ay to 
ea~rr~ss you . or to IO&~e :><>l!.~lc .1 C¥:>ital out of tho situation . I 
do not pla · ,.,..rt!.s.:..n yol!.tics . This is oot JO:' ,>rofession. I ..,. a 
Rabbi in Isr .. el. I do not belon~ to ""l yolitical P""~l , I hkve beon 
an indeaon~ent voter all ~ life . ~j sole interest, wncn I .. ssuc~ 
the Councll ..:h<.<irclanship at the ro . .M!uted insistence of '"""ric .r• Zionists 

· r.nd of Dr • . lelzm<.nn , was tho o,>JOrtwllty to ser ve ray people , with 
.!lotev~r stronath l o>ossessed , in ono of its dur~es t nourcl . lio 

res.>onsible ten<ier, in ;>osoession of hia senses, would 3ook Lo "emburrnos" 
thP ono mdn whose e u?port and coopuratton could prove so decisive for 
our CkU&e. &lid •ho bad previously $1von such bellrtanin.., evlder,cc of 
SYJI;>& t..'ly • nd endorsement . 



The President -3-

J.ir..ny Congressmen 4l'ld 3onntors were euger to ti.Ct on the 
resolJtions . Four hundred of tnetl hud b;)proved of tha1o in writing . 
Es;>ee1ool1y were they set to act in vie>~ of the he .. rty endorsement 
which you yourselr gave to the re-est..blishment or the Je•lsh 
Coe~:uom?e:ll.th j ust e fe1v weeks befor e then . 

Because clenrhnce e:es not given, and the resol utions ftii l ed of 
anpr oval , ey resil nuUon tollo:~ed . I wish that you ooi iht b"ve seen 
your 11a~· clehl" to give cl.,..r..nce to the resolutions . I t ·~ould huve 
been a ~reat golitic.,l gain for our movement and ••ould lu.ve strengthened 
t::.e hunds of our f r iends both here t<nd in l:.'ngland -- and your own hands 
in the collling negotiations . It would hbve been " lli"t t o tlle tired 
s~irit of a ,>eopl e ·.vhich , in its ;>l1 ~,ht, had plP.bded so often and had 
rece ived so littl e at t he bands of the wor ld . But I wish to assure 
y ou , my deur ~[r . Pr esident , th" t ••Y faith ""d eont id ence in ;rour good 
w lll and friendliness to·.:ards our cause , remain deep and unohaken . 

This is a des.,erJ<te hour for our ;>eoplo . half of Europeun Jer:ry 
he.s been destroyed . Hever •.tas tne t re.I(edy of our n1-tionul ho1aelessness 
so sharply accentuated as in the last few years of s lau,;hter wod 
a nnihilation. I 1>ra;.' tht.t it rr.a:r be ~iven to >·ou , great l oader of a 
f.rea t n~tion , to hel p bring about th , hiatoric solution for tbis a~e­
old ,>roblem. Our ,>eople hhs such e";;er and ..rctent !'aith in you . You 
Yli ll not dis .• ,.>point t:oem, I ""' sur e . 

.kS you go ahroad on your 1Dinsi on , mb.Y our He~venly Father 
a·oundantly bless your endeavors, li<:hten your burdens . ,md cbuoe :us 
S?irit of \',isdom and counsel to guide you . flith ull good .1i5hes . I 
r et1tr.in 

AHS :SK 

• 
' 



WIL.L.IAM M . I'( RAMER 
A8819TANT RABI5t 

'QI:lf~ 'QI:~m:p-1~ 
EAST 10511! S T REET AT ANSEL ROAD 

Tf.LEPHOHES OARf'lf.LD 0150 • 0151 

AI!!II!!IA HILLEL SILVER , D . 0 . 

RAI!!II!!II 

March 12, 1945 

Mr. Vlilliam D. Hassett 
Secretary t o the President 
The l'lhite House 
Washin~ton , D. C. 

My dear l.lr . Hassett : 

HARRY A LEVY 
CCIECU TIVE SECRETARY 

0 

Under date of J anuar y ~1 , you olr ote me 

acknor.ledging the letter which I sent t o t he Pr esi dent 

on January 29 , ~nd statin~ thet you would bring my l etter 

t o hi s 11ttention upon his r~turn . I know tht..t the President 

has been extren.ely busy since his return from the Crime~ 

Confer ence , and I am won ·lering whether you have had the 

op,Jortunity t o br i ng m, l etter t o hi s attention . 

Wi th all g ood . ishcs , I remain 

Ver jo 

I.HS : BY 
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THE CLkVELAND PRESS 
Oct . 14. 1941 3 

----------------~~~------------

Silver "Gratified" preeldentlal Y ork 

I AT~ ~MftW 
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