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December 15, 1m(" e

Dear Dr. Bowman:=

All that you have done in
regard to possibilities of white settlement
in Africa and the americas has been most
nelpful and I am duly grateful.

I feel that we are now wholly
implemented in discussing the general
refugee problem with other nations.

1 hope to have the pleasure
of seeing you soon.

With all good wishes of the
Christmas Season, ,

Very eincerely yours,

Dr. Isalah Bowman, President,
The Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore,

Itrflmd-
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY ,

LTIMORE, MARYLAND - :
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OFFICE OF THE PREBIDENT Novenber 4, 1732 £ A
¥, (,.,:

My dear Mr. Presidsnt:

It is with great pleasure thet I receive your
furtner inguiries about settlement possibilities in nort.aru
South Americe. I shall begin immediately the preparation ol &
few naps upon which critlcel cottlement uress willi be repre-
sentedi. The maps will be accompanied by summary explanations.

If there 15 a2 possibiiity that from fifty to one
hwwired tnousand pcople may join in such 2 settlement, the
gltustion is congiderably altersd. It was such iurge-group
setilement chat was one of the elemente in giving the German
migrants tieir atebility in southwestern Brazil. I hed supposed
tnat you were thinking of a small stream of migration with new
settloment groups brigaded with the old. ’

In the normal course of events the aaditionsl ma-
terial will be ready in about two wecks., If this 1s sutis-
factory, you need not go to the trouble of sclnowled;iny this
lettar.

Sincerely yours,

\ sk [ Do

Preslident Franklin D. Roossvelt
The Whnite House
tiasnington, D. C.
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 10, 1358

« 2l

My dear Mr. President:

I am sending by special messenger, and through the kindness

of Secretary Morgenthau, the African material which you requested
recently and which deals with the possibilities of white settlement in
that continent.

The material conslsts of:

l. A comprenensive memorandum of twenty-slx pages which summarizes
practically the whole literature on the question.

2. A smell map showing the distribution of whites in Africa at
the present time.

%5, A large map of Africa, similar to the one for Northern South
imerica sent you & few weeks ago, which shows the areas of cooler
uplands where white settlement is feasible and summarizes in typed
panels the number of white settlers which cen be sccommodated.

411 of the above meterisl can be summarized in the following

terms:

1. About & helf million white settlers could be eccommodeted in
Central Africa, not counting the Union of South Africa or Ethiopis.
This is maximum white populetion.

£. Esch femily would recuire capital to the extent of £5,000 as an
absclute minimum.

5. The governments concerned would have to embark upon a perallel
spending on railroads to open up the available aresas.

4. Concentrated settlement in uny one colony on a large scale ls
undesireble politically and eccnomicelly. The white settlers already
in sreas in guestion have great difficulties in putting their export
products upon the world market. Tobacco, tea, coffee, minerals, etc.
are the export goods. There is an Internationsl Tea Restriction
sgreement, and no expansion of the tea area in & new place would be
possible without & change in the agreement after protest from settlers
already established. There are similer difficulties with other
products.
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President Roosevelt: 2 December 10, 1958

The net conclusion from the above facts (which could be
multiplied into books~-full of words) is that the refugee problem
must be solved by settlement planning on & world scule with absorption
of settlers in limited numbers here, there, and elsevhere, and everywhere,
go a8 to produce no shock to the economic structure of the receiving
country. Put in another way, the absorption must be on such & limited
scale in any one aree that the geople already esteblished in the area will
welcome the new settlers. That welcome will be greater in proportion as
the new settlers are economically well founded, backed up by cepitel,
end able to supply new skills that are desired in the ares, All of this
means special study of many areas, wise selection of groups to fit
particular areas, snd economic backing that will mske esch settl.ement
yroject & sound business undertaking.

I believe that money of the order of $£500,000,000, expended on
sound edvice znd based on the best detailed informetion, will put the
refugees into new homes with more than a fair chance of successful sbsorption.
Naturally, I would not want to publish this figure until more work has been
done. Africe is not the whole answer to the guestion, nor is South America.
Southesstern Asia has some possibilities, including Sumatra for example.
There Q¥ alsc prospects in Australie that are promising if the scale of
the enterprise is kept small. All available areas are required, to do the
job with the least friction end the least disturbence of economic conditions
such &8 would inevitsbly arcuse local hostility.

Sincerely yours,
| ¢ |

\ o A v Voo aE Al AL A A

Fresident Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Housze
Washington, D. C.
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

.,--""_r"’--_-_-_-“ N
OFFICE OF THE mmnq/ _PF:- . 'fr:l'f Wil JE HOUSE
: - M July 7, 1943
[ 5515 Ay g 9sm :
\ i ¥

RECEIVED

Dear Mr. President:

A few weeks ago we discussed the cost of modern settlement
projects. 1 promised you a memorandum on the subject. The
accompanying document is in fulfillment of that promise.

The author of it, Mr. Charles J. Liebman, is well and
favorably known to me. He is as level-headed and painstaking a
person as one can find. He and I have discussed settlement matters

thoroughly and often. In my judgment you can rely upon the accuracy
of his figures and conclusions.

Flease command me if further data are desired.

Sincerely yours,

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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October 14, 1938.

Dear Bowman:-

1 have been reading with great
interest your "Limits of Land Settlement”.
I wish I could get some information about
settlement areas in Venesuela -- the plateau
land north or south of the Orinoco. Do you
suppose you can give me a line on sources
of information for that territory?

Yery sincerely yours,

President Isaiah Bowman,
Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore,
Maryland.

-y



JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

FFICE OF THE PRESIDENT / Oetober 15, 1938

My dear Mr. President:

It in kind of you to mention my book, "Limits of Land
Settlement." I am teking ctep: immedlately to gather topether
some materiel on the Orinoco country and within a week 1t
will be in your bands - mostly clipplnge from megezines and

books, to seve your time. If you would like te have me go
over it with you please sey the word.

In Venszuels, at the prezent time, 15 an Americen,
¥r, ¥illiam £, Rudolph. He iz a young enrineer of much exper-
¥ Ze and a wholly relisble and honest individusl. During the
past ten years he has besn workine chiefly in South Americs

for American mining and irrigation compenies. He is intimately
scqueinted with some of the protlems of land settlement.

I would like to pass along & word about your interect ] 1
in this quertion to the Council of the American Geopraphical i
Soclety, your old ascociates in that organizetion. Like x!
myRell, they would be delighted to learn of your interest and
it is possible that they could ind a wey of securing the modest
sum thet Rudolph would require to make a speclal study of
the Orinoco area, M-, Rudolph is studying romd projects for
the Venezuelen povernment - & highway from Caracas to Lake
Maracalbo across the northern outposts of the indez. In con-
nection with this work, or followlng it, he could mike &
specinl reconnmisence at smoll cost and report om specific
questions of settlement. A telephone mecsage from one of your
secretaries is all that is necessery to stert this bell relling.

Sincersly yours,

‘-1-‘___‘: @ =% e P (= LA,

Prepident Franklin D. Roosewvelt
The ¥hite House
Washington, D. C.
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Hoveaber 7, ldl8. -
Desr Bownans
dany thanks for taking the tro:hle to send
%e that interesting letter etout the Llanor of Venosuals = P . -
x &7

oven though your deseription is not encouraging to the
sosslbility of coloniszstion.
Frencly, what 1 az rether lookiny for Ls the

paseibllity of uninhabited or sparsely insubited pood
agricultural lands to which Jewlsh colonles misht bhe pent.

cueh colonles need not be large but, in all
bs lerge enough for sutual eocoseration
i thousand ssoodle

4

rabability, should
asslatinge = say fifty Lo one hundre

Fiver. Ie
of the Orinoca

to five thouszana

&l
1 & glven area,
I tuke it froa your lettor tast the terri-
tories in Venesuela that you deseribe: are wrth of Orinoeo
there any information about the eo intry south

ut on & gooa sl algher level — zay threc
feat?

Algo, do you think there la any poosibdlity in
Taztern Venexielin country on the Leptern slose of the Andep?
wasibilitlas 1y

Or do you think these wre sy
Coloabic 1ts-1r7

n foforaation

411 of thie 18 meraly for o
iline on oot == but I anm

becauge there are no gpeciflic
grateful to you for the interest you have teten.

Ver, elacersly yours,

President Isaish Howaan,

Johna Hopkina University,
¥arrland.

Baltimore, May

h=1j



Hyde Park, New York,
November 18, 1939,

My dear Dr. Bowman:

I am very glad to have your letter of
November 2, 1939 with the enclosed copy of
your letter to Lionel Curtis, as I was par-
ticularly interested in your observation
concerning the ultimate aimas of Germany and

the difficulties inherent in obtalning a
"fair" peacs.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in
sending me this letter.

Very slncerely yours,

¥

Isalah Bowman, Ph.D., LL.D.,
President,
The Johna Hopking University,
Baltimore, Maryland.

xf?FfA
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DEPARTMENT OF BSTATE
WASHINGTON

November 17, 1939

My dear Mr. Presldent:

In response to your request of November 14, 1 am
transmitting herewith a draft of a reply to the letter
of November 2 from Dr. Isalah Bowman. Dr. Bowman's

letter with its enclo e ig returned herewlth.

Fa{ thfully yours

Enclosures:
1. From Dr. Bowman,

November 2, 1939.
2, Draft of reply.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1939,

MEZORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES:

x 8L

For preparation of reply.

FIDQR‘

Letter from Dr. Isajah EQ%%E! President, T

Johns Hopokins University, Baltimore, Maryland,
11/2/39 to the President, with enclosed copy of
letter he has written to Lionel Curtisz of England,
in which Dr. Bowmen made some observations which
may be of inter=st to the President in connection
with tne present war in Purope.



THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

November 2, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

In correspondence with Lionel Curtis of
England, I have made some observations which may be

of interest to you in connection with the present war
in Eurﬂpa.

A copy of my letter to Curtis is enclosed here-
with for such consideration as you may care to give it.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

I I Véﬂv\/vw

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Copy for President Roosevelt.
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COPY

November 2, 1939

Uy dear Curtis:

In response to your letter of October 17th, I am gled to eend
you further comments on the relation of Hitler to K. H.ushofer of Munich.
1 hope the observations may be of interest to Warden Flsher, They aro be=
ing sent through Lord Lotnian's of{ice with a personal letter toc him, The
facts are drawn mainly from sources within Germany (summer of 1938) and
others are from German scholars recently herej they are not colored by the
emotional responses of refugees.

I

Haushofer has written a number of books of which the following
are the chief. It is to them tnat the following remarks ap.ly.

Grenszen, 1927
Bausteine zur Geopolitik, 1928
Die (rossmichte vor und nach dem Weltkriege, 1930

Jengeits der OrossmMchis, 1332

Haushofer is married to either a full Jewess or half Jewess, yet
he has continued to hold his Professorship of Political Guography at Munich.
He. is alsc President of the German Academy. The latter organization
corresponds with the British Council in devoting itself to cultural
exchanges. 1t is not like the Royal Acedeamy, or the "National Academy of
Sciences" in this country. Haushofer's continuance in these positione is
& striking exception to the general rule in Germany and is due to his
special relations to Hitler end Hitler's strategy., However, he is not a
member of the Netional Socimlist Party. Except for this, he is « member
of the Nazi family, B0 to speak, anc has the most extraordinary influence
upon Hitler's broad strategical concepts.

Haushofer is intimately relatea with Neldermeyer and Epp who
have considerable influence, but it is Haushofer's long-standaing and deep
friendship with both Hess and Hitler which is the important peint. thile
Hitler was in priscn, Haushofer visited him each week, advising him and
supylying him w»ith memorands and reference meterial and Hitler's "Mein Kampf®
bears the clear imprint of Haushofer's lines of thought as developed in
the books quoted above. Haushofer's work has often been put in contrast
to my book "The New World®", since both desl with problems in the fleld of
political geography, my own no doubt colored by my position in the Western
world and in & country which was one of the Allied and Associated Powers of
the World War, while Haushofer's book looks out from within a defeated
country and reviews world events from the standpoint of cyniclism and ﬁ.‘l'ut.rltinn.
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Mr. Curtis: 2 @@PW November 2, 1939

Haushofer's philosophy also includes a principle that he
derives from Sir Halford Mackinder's "Democratic Ideals and Reality" (1918)
uwhich has recelved almost no attention either in this country or abroad.
Mackinder's term "Heartland® is very much in Heushofer's thought. Im
striking terms, Mackinder puts in opposition the.lani jower and the sea
power of Europe. Rich in historical illustration and in suggestiveness,
bis saccount reviews ths long struggle and the poseiblility of an ultimate
clash which might turn the scales agalust sea powsr. Clearly, if Europe
is overrun by u consolidated Might and lesser countries wiped out, the
ports &nd industries of conmtinental Eurcpe will be avallable for ship build-
ing on a scale which could surpass the rest of the sorld amd which would
yleld & gower that might btring the entire world into subjection. Only a
balance cetwsen Russia apo Germany anc tneir separation by a chain of lseger
states would put the rest of Europe into & secure position, sald Mackinder.

Both direct and indirect evidence shows that this philosophy,
adapted to Germany's present position, has been adopted by Hitler and that
all of his pretentions of limited territorial objectives are plainly deceitful.
He has one object and that is to push his boundaries farther and farther until
he obtains a sufficient number of salt-watar bases to meke his final thrust
at England. Once England le subdued the rest of the world is Hitler's oyster,
runs the argument. :
The fly in this ointment, from Hitler's standpoint, is Russia.
Thie is also the weakness of Mackinder's argument. Whenever a single power
grows to menacing size, new focl of power are established and grow rapldly
upon new power bases and parallel or borrowed technijues. From Hitler's own
stendpoint, his recognition of and cooperation with Russia are fatal. This
strengthens the Stalin regime and doubles or trebles the prestige of Russia.
In my view, the strengthening of Russie may produce such disastrous sffects
upon Hitler's plans that it is peither iaiotic nor fancifvl to say that within ten
years France and England mey be fighting side by side with Germany in order to
hold Ruseia in check.

11

Let me add a few saditlonal observations om things in genersl.
It is widely believed in this country that there is danger that English’amd
French propaganda may bring us intc the war. My own opiniom is that Americans
are now juite sophisticatea with respect to propaganda. Shrill groups are
and wili continue to be heard but the mass of the people are not going to go
into another world war in an emotional storm. The current fashlor of opinien
is summed up in "Let's minu our own business®. It is therefors logical te
say that we wiili fight only if an outsider interferes with our business, but
logic will not determine the outcome of our relations with Germany-at-war.
fle now think it is our business to stay out of tha fighting sones but the
time may come when we will regard it as our business to know how CGermany treats
conquered peopls forced to live under her ruie. In my opinien, America will
not fight to maintain the integrity of the British empire. She will not be
stirred by Great Britain's loss of former German colonies. On the other hand,
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¥r. Curtias 3 @@PY November 2, 1939

she would be stirred profoundly should Germany invade the Katherlancs or
Switserland. Toese two countries oave & spiritusl hold on America out of
i all proportion to their power, pogulation, and wealth. They stand for free
| institutions in & juite special sense. Should Germany touch either cne of
} them, and especially the Netherlanis where the effect upon the naval and
| merial balsnce would be immedistely seen, America would at once reslize that
| only British naval vessels stani between the Gerzan thrust and the American
shore. Thers are no subtleties in thls argument ani no complexities of
logic. Eritisn leacers will then huve tne simple tack of pointing cut that
the destruction of their fighting ships means German control of the sea and
] the wiping out of that ten per cent of our total comemerce which ie foreign
| mnd woich gives stimulus and uncerpimning to owr internal economy.

l‘ fhen one has pushed the argument thus far it 1s necessary to come

! back to Lhoe baseline and trace other possible courses of actlon and destiny.

| Woat will Russia be doing in the zeantime? I believe that Russia is waiting

| for the exhaustion of Gerrany, hat Russia is unable to yrevent that exbaustion

| by sparing supplies, and that limited objectives constitute Stalin's present

| program. When the rest of Europe is exhausted economically and spiritually,
them will it be seed-time for Stalin and for Communist doctrine. To us in this
country it seems s if both Gersany and Eugland-Frauce must have this in oind

| in earrying on what seems at this -istance to be a limited war. ‘

I neve no inside knowledge of the geverning ldeas in the minds of
| the nigner comsanis of thess countries but I am guessing that each is walting
| to see mhat internal strains are .lsclosed by war of the present light intensity
| and that a judgment on the wisuoz of waging a more intensive war will come whan
| the internsl strains are more clearly perceived. If Germany begins to crack,
| England could then afferd to be generous and make overtures of peace. She
| could do this with wider approval if Ruseia were mariedly aggressive on
| Germany's eastern border but, in my judgsent, such aggression will not be
Idhph.rld lest it have precisely the sffect of bringing Germzeny and England

together.

The refugee problem has siirred a section of the American peopla but
I do not think tnat it has stirred the masses so Jeeply toat it will affect
the war issus. The scale ol the refuges problem 1s clearly beyon: private
resources, a matter for governments to bandle. It toock a large part of tre
world's shipping to transport severul mi.lions of saldiers from America during
the World War and provide a service of supply. o guch vital need is felt in
connaction with the placement of refugees esc far ss the man on the street is
concernsd. It is generally felt here that tne refugee problem will have to be
settled in Burope, whatever sympathy anc whatever nelp small-scale settlement in
limited areas may contribute towards the bolstering of hopes.

To return to "tne command of the sea®. Is not the teat of its valua
going to be determined on technical grounus in the first instance? Lo we not
have to walt for the first signs of lmpaired strength in Germany because of a
failing supply of critical minerals and ®machinery”, using the word in its most
general sensel Alrsady keyed to the gtrain of intensive war, the civilian
posulation can bardly be other toan dejected. Is Hitler's delay in the Fest
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dus to the fact that he wishes tm he is ready for a lightning war

or is it due to the fact that he sk defeat since he is already defeated
on the internal front? I incline to the latter view. I believe that he feels
that he can make but one throw. If he misses the target the first time, he ia

finished. That raises the interesting juestion whether or not he is finished already.

This brings me back to Haushofer and Hess. Both of them are giving
iotensive thought to the interpal sconcmy. Both of them believe tha: with colonies
Germany could start a new eccnomic era. It is foolish to point to the present
resources of those colonles and assert the idlensss of their dreams. We do not
know what German technology could now do with former colonies in the way of sur-

{ passing thelir present procuction. Germany requires colonies for prestige and raw

| materials but 1t requires in a far higher degree the resumption of world trade.

A year ago when 1 was in Germany, every banking and business consultant was say-
ing that Germany must axport or die and only recently Hitler repeated the phrase.

It ie asserted that the democratic Allles are fighting for 2 moral
principle, that peace must be bullt upon morals because they are the unierpinoing
of confidence. The interest of toe American pecple is not arcused by this argu—
ment. Cynice and super-reallsts are saying that most of continental Europe is
izmoral and that the history of the British Empire is full of eplsodes of the
sort that England now condemns. In my opinion, and speaking broadly, I think

| that America would approve the return of the German colonies. It would not

approve of such a return to Hitler in the face of his brokem promises. If Hitler's
defeat were coupled with the return of colonies and other acts of generocsity on

the part of Great Britain, it would stir America profoundly. It is in some such
terms that America is thinking in its present effort to interpret Lord Halifax's
reference some time &go to the need at the close of the wmar of & "magnanimous peace”.

fihat we have here ere two ilncommensurable juantities: s moral principle

-of confidence opposed to economic ana territorial tangibles. The morsl primciple

evokes wide interest in dmerica but its meaning and strength are being diluted
by dally reminders that confidence itself must rest upon felr dealing and that
no one 1s wise enough at the present moment to say what is fair. Fe are unprepared

, for peace: England, France, Germany anc ourselves. If victory for England came

tomorrow no one is wise enocugh to say what that victory means or should mean.
Let us assume that we are with you &nd that we bhave won the war today: what is
it that we =euld have won? If we say "confidence, the term is empty of meaning
until embodied in specific acts or things - territories, trade, disarmament, etc.
The moment we touch one of these' things we touch a nerve center, we touch some—

' thing that may be vital to & future combipation to resist force of unknown

gtrength, for examples Russia. The tragedy of the world is that it does not know

, bow to make psace. The nationalistic machinery is running wild without a stablilised
. governmor in sight. At least twenty groups in this country are trying to think
. out the terms of an acceptable peace. 1 do not see in any of the discussion

—

tous far even the shadow of & hope that a [ormula can be found. I dread te think
that that formula must be found on the field of battle.

After this long letter I expect you to be completely exhausted and that
you will probably not invite a further torrent of comment for the duration of
the warl
As always,
Sincerely yours,
Lionel Curtis, Esjuire

Hallicl College (Signed) Isaiah Bowman
Oxford, England
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