


llaroh 12, 1940 

II)' door ll.r. Gay-au • 

I u , 0d to tr.Dtll>it to you t or uao by you U1!o 
•••niP& tho tollo·1~ otaeoaont by tho Proaldent or t he Unl t od 
~tate a on t hw ; eneral evbjeot ot reli1t1 

.-'112;.,-.. 
, ¥!4'--r:;. 
o( 1'1'- 1P' 

~Tho eplendl d wor\ under taken t o a1aiet relief 1B 
wa r tor n lt~~nda bitara e l o-quent. ttlt.n• • • t o our t rad i tlortal 
i nt>er11t ia a l leYiat-1c& h~ au/'fer1D,. 

0 !1\l'oll(.boul t il t lo~ hl atory ol thia oow t ry , 
re,reat H app.al a ba•• been aade tor A&erl e-&D at alataaoe 
In t1M or P .. d. 1 ... proud t o bo a bla to aay t.hot 
Ambr lc•'• • n••• r to these .pp1al~ ~~ apr~' t ro& the 
we l l a ot human kindne s a, and haa n•••r been colored or 
dhtortod. by po11t1ool or nat1 onalht 110thu. At ono 
t UM or anothflr , n h&vo t r t ely a eliated t he unfor t una t e 
or othe r na t ionall tlos, ot all race a, aDd all cr eede. 

•me apALr• hlad or our r el i ef poli cy la ~~~ ._.r ican 
ked Croaa, a na.U ou l 1D1tltutlon, n.atlona l l y obar t ered , 
~ioh hta ent•r•4 1nto the fa.i l lar l i t • ot •••~ Ae8r 1can 
ho.M. ln an e:ser-c.•nGY. t hl • o r , an1 aation 1• t.h.,. t\ret t o 
• -a t•r the t 1eld. 

"In addltlon, .. ha•• bad ~y aeparate and te~pora r.y 

or s-nlaatlone to oar• ror Tar1ouo &roupe , an4 dl atinct 
ph .. oa ot oood, I t 1o unllapplly oloor that the otto ·t or 
the pre11nt war mua~ create n~w Ar~•• of d1 atr•~• nnd ne ed. 
••n will dl tfer at to the oau 111 which N. ve h d t o thi• 
dl etr eca . It •u• t ne•o r be r ort ot ten, ho•••t r , th•t what­
• • •r t lw OM\111, ohi ldr·en , wo--.o &DO .. D ar·• c•.ked a ne1 muot 
be clothed , • r • )n.mtry a Dd auat be ted, ar·• a l ok or in 
? r1IOD. u ut au•~ btl ooaiOTt.ec:t. The oarl")'lnr f ornr4 oJ tt\la 
wor k 1o obodlonco to th~ hi&hoat Yol oo or b,....Uty. &y 
l iotonin& to lt wo 1ulfi ll tho boat t~t lo i n our aol• ••• 

"1 thlnk i t talr to polnt out. certain obrloue pr obl .. a 
wh1oh au,al a lny1 be k•,>t lo alnd . •artara tod ay h econo"to , 
••on •ore than • 111tary . In ooGf t quence, • ••n reli•t ot 
h~n aurJ~rint enttre into t ho oom~lloa tod oalcul ~ tion• of 
O'f'ttre••• JlOlltloa , and rr..y a U too ••• ilY baooa e • pawn in the 
dlpl o~tio and MilitRr y oh• • • , .... Thor o will bo oocoo1ona 
1.n "htoh •• ah•ll be obl1t•d to t ake t hl:1 l aot Soto • ooount • 
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•c .lear beade are as neoeuary ae tind bearta it 

aufterin~ is real ly to be ollev1ate4, Only those r••­

poneibil itiee a uet be undertaken whi oh oan be adequately 

d!eoharced. for thie reaaon, the coa,reae bae wieely 

de terained that or,ani aation~ for over•••• rel ief, 

partioularly in recar1 t o bel l i t erent oountriec, euet 

c t ve an aooountin& of t heir aotivitiea. I ha~e endea~ored 

peraonal l y t o ~intai n contaot with them t hrou&h the agenoy 

whiob the Con&reae e atabl hhe4 in the Depart.ent of State, 

ana thr ou&h the Aaeri ~an Red Crose , " 

Very s inoeroly youra, 

S'I'V?K' JI "'.Y!Ll 
~eoretary to the Preaident 

Honorable M. s. S&y.ocak, 
Boar d of Go~ernore, 

Federal ReaerYO Syatem, 
Waah1ngton , D, c. 



THE WHITC HOUSE. 

WASHINGTON 

a&. reb 1~ , b •o 

?ht &.~lcndld t'lr.t um!ert.&ktn Lo u:alrt rel.J..t in t.v torn 

t& .. nd3 be4 l 4: tlo.,ueflt lP.lt.ntoa loO our t.Ndlt.lor..:Ll Interest in c.J.ltvio.tl.njj 

•IUJ\loi:O t.Uff"•lnf • 

Tbrvqhout th~ long blat.ory or Hah eountr; , .,..,..tAo ~ .. · .. ot..Ua 

'Ut.Ye ......... ~ tor /"W"t"lC'lQ. c:adaW.ce ln u... or need. I 2 1 m "' .. 0 

t 1· :e to .cey IW= l C t o 1 e Ll £ ue a: we e ad. 
1 

I ..,. 

,Jrou•l• t.0 be abl.r to 'f.:J that J~rtca 'a e.rusur to t-'ltH e.p ..... h her: 

•)l"Wlb t ro." t.hG r.clle ot hUALn ki r.dnoaa , •no no~.o ntvtt- ~en coLored or 

,bt.or1.ed ~ aoliUeal or n•t.i nu..ll.tlt. aothes . l!.t. c.·n• t ime or .uwt.a4-r, 

tO ht.ve ~r .. l,y l#l.lated tbt untort.u.o. t..e of o tnn nat.l c.I'ILliUu , of ull 

r. "E£, a.nd •·ll crHdt.. t !! . c p r r ' od t a · st s .• l ''' oet - r ' u 

Tolt .. ~:--ht.fo.o of OUl" ,..lltt )lOU CJ 1~.> tllt •-.leric ... a t.t~ Crose, 
.. n...tl.:mCll lnut.t tutlon, C'l 'tt.~rw.l.l¥ churter£d1 •Men has e •. t erod 1r.t.o t.he! 

/· o1.LHt•r lift or every I 1n.lc•n hoC'Io . 1n e.n emert.t'ncy 1 tbb or;fnhat.ion 
1a t!:e rtrct. t.o enter the tidd. 

Jn &01il Uon , u bL.re ht..d •rv ce~t.e ..,....., t.N~n.z) or..,anl­

,."'t.1 .. d# t c r• for ~r\cua t~)G, An. dU.il'lct rJiw.M-& of "*· lt .ia 

...m!U.·.>~ el .. r t 'l.:..t. t.ilw orrect. of tilt ) ree•f'lt u.r 11'1\&st. cre .. t.t n•• ure.r_..a 

o r tlhtroor r..ed need . ~tn .. ul urer u t.o Wt~ c .. uu" 'MJlch tll. vc 1~ t o 
thh c!it.trec.u . It ID'.ltit, never be forfiOt.t.e:n, hol evw.r, t.il-.t ... h~~o t.I8Vel' :.,o 

('61U.e, C'IJl~reon, • OGten &..:W -en are na1et,d ,n4 ~t,. bt elot.hd, u-o hUQ#r.t 

n.d ~t be ted , are alc1· or !J2 :>l'i&oo, ..n:: aa~~t be co=torua. lD• c~ ... 
l:o,t ton.rd ot tAic; woor ... la u becle:.ce \.0 tbe ns.p .. L ..vice ot bu.aJlicy. 1r 
l.lrl.t!.nlnp to it. •• tul..fUl tht beet Ul4t le .1:l ·W'I•.I.V"Ii · 

t t hin.\ it f tdr to yoint. <)Ut cerWn ohvlcuo prohlc:n• ~h!ch nunt. 

.l.uya ht ct~t. In tind . hrfcre to,J.tV" i t. ec oOOillt C' , oven mo!•t Uu1.n mUit:..r.,~ . 

ttl oocu;e .. u.nce, even rel.hr o f ilu..n u.f'fe.1.-11• tnlAl'c 1Dlo t.h• coa lllCDted 

~""leuh.ttc":- or o"ruce.a ,»lltlce:, a.n _,. 411 toO •til,;r tc-coc.e . ...u." l a 

t. ;e d l ;l.o tlc PM .11.lh ... r.1 t=eee ,._._ . ~c.n rill be oce.llon.. ' " ~lch 

H• tll.~tlJ. be ob11t;e4 t.o tt:ke t.hi:. ft.et lnto a.cct.Nt~t .W-Clear hee. ia ... re •• 

r'ICCcuttU.LI)' ta lUnd h~ut. 1f auffe.r.Lnr 1e renll,y to be l.llcvbt.t~d . Only 

Lhose l"(J•J)Onatbllit1u ln.l.lt. be un~ert&ken v..hic.h can bit f..(:la -j.uo.t.t.l.y db:­

C4hr6.:~ . For t.bi:: re -'Ga., tdc CoO.,"'l"'Ciu tula 'f,i£6l,t \it\.f>~ine\1 Us&.t. or..,:an.i­

a.~~ot.ioM t~ ow•r~ rdi~t, .Jrtirllcvl&.rJ,J lr:. rq,. .. r\1 t..o beUl'"e ... nt. ~;xmt.ritc, 

flllUt ll' he ao ee~unt.~ or Uaclr c.cthtU••· I •• y,. f.ll.o.~" rotod -~Q 

t.o M.i.t.t.oln N t..et. dt~ Lntll• tnr ~-l i.no &-o,-tor;c;,· ' lc t tile- r .r14reo:r e.::tA.UltheJ 

1r. l..he to.,..r t.u"nt. ot SUtAt 1 •nd t.urou,h the I.GI•rlc•n faa Crou . 

•·• ~at. flulil t.hOtfe ueua ln Thl u Cll..tl be e:tect1VIi1 • ro:a:t-'111\;1 

•ul.i A c.t. ... """ ,>e.rtorJ, r:.'J w..t. .. n ~r -•h-1 ..y ~" uU LlCt "tr'.;""t:tlldl 

o ~;-h~.,..~~ JlctLt ... / ~ I 



Tho s,Uon4ld worlt UDdort1-teo tD uoll~ rel h f 1n "'r \Dnl 
la.nJ o beo.ra alo~uon~ ol.t.Do:. to our tndlUoll&l l~tereat 1n Ulovit.Ua& 
nwaan outfe~1n& · 

Throu&hout t.ho 1 ng h istory of ~hlo c n~r/ , re;>eated • ,>t>ell!e 
of need . I •~ ;>r oud 1.0 

gone un.naYered. 1 am 
h&YI boeo •ado for Amt r 1oa 
be a ble tD I IJ t.ha~ a.one o1 
.>roudor to be a ble tD ·~ 
ll)rwli! rro .. l.bo .. u. or b 
o btortod qy J)Oll tical or n• 
oo heYo !'raol,t " t dfttd t.he 
r• e••• .nj ~ creede . le ha 

Tho ,..,.,,.-llcltod of o 

or tD t.<~eee ap)eola hn 
.>u nanr been colored or 

•••· At. .>ne t.iae or &Oo~Uer, 
ortun:.to t othn naUon&l.1U t o, o>t .. u 

r1e1 to collect • ~lltlC4l ~~1co. 

" n•t1onal inatttutton, nott ~nal 
f ...U.llar lih .,. ~very Ao•rlc•c h 
la tho ! lr$t to •~tor ~~. f i eld, 

1• t~e &zeri~1 ka4 Cro•• • 
ho.rtorod , '<ulc.l :>•~ e . t"roJ 1nt.c> ""o 

In ,.n a:or aency , t.:>h org .. niaot1on 

aa t.ions to c•ro 
unha ))i .I.J ol• .. r 
of J iotreo$ .,cS 
t.h1a dhtren. 

""" U?~•t• ""'" t e m,>->r...-J o.·,wu-
d1st1nct ,>U'-081 of need . H 1• 
~reecR~ •4T m~ & t cr~te ae• •r••• 
t.a t.o t.ne eauaee m1c.t,. b....y-e lad W 
oo, :lc,n ever , 1.cltot. •.natA' "'" \.·l• 

1..'\.1 w•t be elotheJ , u-e bll!\111"/ 
J IIUil be cod.lrted . 'tbtr e.rr;­

tho i>1tt>u~ voice of b........,11,)' . llJ 
6 ln' .. u.rt~~l.t.L v.:a. 

fHLr to point >ut o t..1n obvtouo ~roblc11• •~ich a uat. 
d . J•rf-r~ tod~ i a cona~ic , uVtin aoro th•n ml li ~urf • 
rel1•! or 1\IIJII•n aut'fe in,t ~ntera into the co•.•H c .. te~ 

raoea poli tica, •nd '""'!! d l toO oo.alJ.>• beco<~e ,. -"' "n 1n 
oLUt .. ry c:. .. a II.,.. · er~ wi ll ba cccul.>n• in •.• Lcb 

I t.~ \nl< 1 
oJ.w-.r a bo <ej)t 111 "' 
In cona~ueoee, • • 
calcul~ti~n• of o 
t no di ploQot!c a 
we o!l&ll be obl 11:t •o t..ak• t:l1l tact tnw ... ec.,..!Jnt . C.L5ar .;Je.~e t~.re a,e 

6 ••• ..u it eurterioi 11 r 11.7 1.4 be ..Ue•ieted. OUl¥ 
b111~1e• .ast be undortok .. hlcn can bo ~de,ua~11 d1a-
t \1 re• •:.n, ttl" C"lnlTC:IH2 .;a_ ''••13 Jekr;sineJ \.lu._\. Ot""....n1-

au1ona f :> o~ouua rtliet, xrlicu l.<.r.l,y ""CW'" to bttLU.teren~ c>~••trieo , 
lll .. t c.l\' 0.~ &CCJ Untin& Of tbdr 'et1"V1Uo l ;,.ve <.ll.;ell•~•·ed ,>ur•·>R&l.l.; 
to 11ain 1o cot:~ct "1 tn the:a tnr ou.;,1 t....t nc;,• -niell w" C·>narooa ertablished 
i n t'.o apartoont 1>! St.u t e , "uti t.~rouan tho Allc r i can f.o:. Croaa . 

lo tllllat rl ca tuoae a.reaa 1n •nl •• can be offectho, ,)NIIioln& 
oni,y wll.ct u co.n ,)ll'fol"ll , ao ~'l .. t un ot EOi d-•Ul 'A"1 .10 "•U t~o •ork •:tic~ 
co•~n hw:a'i~ dic~te•. 
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OEPARTMENf OF STATE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

March 11, 1940 

IUJlORANDUil TO llR . HASSETT: 

Attached is a draft letter 

from the President to Mr . 

Szymczak which might be read 

by him at the Polish Relief 

meeting tomorrow night (March 

12th). 

A, A. Berle, Jr . 



(DRAFT) 

March 11 , 1940 

Gil ease& 

tional interest in allevia ting human suffering. 

Throughout the long history of this country, 

repeated appeals have been made for American 

assistance i n time of need. I am proud to be 

able to say t hat none of these appeals has gone 

unanswered. I am prouder to be able to say that 

America's answer to these appeals has sprung from 

the wells or human kindness, and hss never been 

colored or dis t orted by political or nst1onslist 

motives . At one t1me or another, we have freely 

assisted t he unfort unate or other nst1onal1ties, 

or 
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of all raoee, and all oreede. We have never tried 

to collect a political price. 

The spear-head of our relief policy i s the 

Ameri can Red Crose, a national institution, nation­

ally chartered, which has entered into the familiar 

life of ever y American home. In an emergency, this 

organization is the first to enter the field. 

I n addition, we have had many separate and 

temporary organizations to care for various groupe, 

and distinct phases of need. It is unhappily 

clear that the effect of the present war must 

. create new areas of di stress and need. Uen will 

differ as to t he oaueee which have led to this 

distress. It mus t never be f orgotten, however, 

that whatever the oause, children, women and men 

are naked and must be clothed, are hungry and must 

be fed , are s i ck or in prison, and must be comforted. 

The carrying forward of this work i s obedience to 

the highest voice o f humanity. By listening t o it 

we fulfill the beet that i s in ourselves. 
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enters into the complicated calculati ons ot overseas 

politics, and may all too easily become a pawn in 

the d ipl omatic and military chess game. There will 

be occasions i n which we shall be obliged to take 

thi s tact into account. Clear heads are as 

necessary as kind hearts 1t &uttering 1s really 

to be allevi ated . Only those responsibilities 

mus t be undertaken whi ch can be adequately die­

char ged. For this reason, the Congress hae wisely 

determined that organizations tor overseas reli et , 

particularly i n regard to belligerent countries, 

must give an accounting ot their a cti vities. I 

have endeavored personally to mai ntain contact 

wi th them through t he agency which the Congress 

established i n the Departme nt ot State, and 

through the American Red Cross. 

We must tind those areas i n whi ch we oan 

be ettective, promising only what we can pert orm , 

so that men ot good-will may do well the work 

whi ch common humanit y dictates. 

Very truly yours, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

DIVISION OF INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

February 24 , 1940. 

Mr. l!tephen horly , 

The White House. 

My deer Steve: 

On your note of yesterday i nstructing en indirect message 

from the P r esi dent by Secretary Ickes when he speaks "to e 

Mass Meetint; to be held in li.sdisoo Square Garden , New York , 

March l<:;th, under the euopices of the Polish National Council", 

the i nstructionc , Ol' course , will be followed, if the Secretary 

speaks. Bowevt>r, I thought I should advise you that tos yet the 

Secretary bRs not accepted any 1nv1 tat ion to speek because all 

arr:m~ements seem to be very much confused and the Secretary is 

wei tir~ t o fir.d out who ' s ?lho , end 11hat, before be acts on the 

invi tution to addr1-ss the Madison Square Cera en meeting. 

Sincerely ~ urs , 

41.~\U~ 
Michoel V. . Straus , 

Director of Info:rrnetioo . 

.-
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FT~RUnRY 2) , 1940 . 

II.IKE STRAUS: 

Dea~ &:ike: 

·:·e t~re advised thtH Seoret dry Icltea 
:i ll s ,1eslc t o e \".a •• l~eeting to be held i n 

- edison Square Card eo, itew York, !larch 12th , 

J<il 

under t he auspices or the Polish Nutionul ~ 
Counoil . I hope thut the Seoret~.<ry will "!"' 
include in his remarks an i ndirect meosage of 
Rreeting f r om the Pr es i dent to t he Meot1ug --
a messu3e thu r. will exf)ress the Pres ident ' s 
interes t i n relief work for all w~;~r eufferers ; 
that the Pres ident t s oonstuntly oonferri na 
with the Amert oan Red Crose end other relief 
agencies and doing a l l t het he oan t o allevlete 
suffering by o1vU 1uns and non- oo;·.b{ltents . 

. \.\\ "' ... ' l . . 
• ( l . 



l' l J... c. , ~1 c.~IIO : 
Mr . c.ur l y ::.en t i:i .l.et t dr to Hon . 111 . b . bzymc ~i:i k 

3/ u./ I..J eanbouy ing C:L ~;;t .... temen t tJy the Prt~blaent 
which ~~r . .;~ymc <.a!t i :. t o Ubd u t the meeting 
to b~ nela in Mi:iaison b4uarc lii:irden , N. Y. 
unC!e r tne o.uspices of the Polish Nca.tionul. 
Councll . This i s in pli:ic~ of t ile inairect 
rne:.:.a c, t:: ¥~.lien &.acy . lc.<e::; \'1Ub to aeliver 
if he spot<..: a t the meeting . 

mw 



801'\RD OF GOVERNORS 

0" '"' 
F"EOE:RAL RE:SfRVE SYSTfM 

WA8 ... 1NOTOH 

K a aZYM C&.._. 

"' I M.E flt 0,. '"1: • oARO 

February 21, 1940. 

Honorabl e Stephen early, 
Secretory to the President, 
The uhite House , 
l"•ashington, D. C. 

Dear 'T. Early: 

Re our telephone conversation. 

'l'here is bein'l olanncd a I ass 1 eeM n<> to be held at 

Ladison Square Oarden, t:ew York, arch 12, under the 

auspices of the l'olish liational Council for the purpose 

of arousing interest in bringing relief to ~e peopl e 

in the str icken areas of Poland. 

Jan Kiepura wi ll sinr, . 

A tentative list of speakers are: 

l.lle Curie 
Archbishop Spellman/ 
Governor Lehran 
Secretary lckes 
Amtru~sador J>otocki 
Herbert "oover 
Jtepresentati ves 't'enerowicz , 

Din~ell or r .. onkiowicz 
~or La Guardia 
Senators .• agner or cede 
. • 1'. .. egrzynek. 

!iaturally all of the above wi ll not :~peak but 

effot·ts are bein;:; made to secure as many as oossl ble. 



. 
( 

Honorable Stcnhen arly •.••.• 2 Febr ttu-y 21 , 1940. 

'l'he Conunittee is especially anxious to have a messa<!'e 

f rom Pr esident Roosevelt which is to be read at the openinf; 

ol \ine meetin~ , and asked me t o sneak to you about the 

messa~e . 

Yolll' courtesy and help in tl1is connection is ap­
preciated. 

Very~y yours , 

,#, 
',. S. Szymcz 

'SS ams 
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