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March 12, 1540

Wy dear Kr. Szymozak:

1 an ghdd to transmit to you for use by you this
evening the following statement by the President of the United
states on the general subjeot of rellef:

"The splendid work undertaken to sssist rellef in
war torn lands bears eloguent witness to our traditional
interest in alleviating human suffering.

"Throughout the long histery of thls country,
repeatod appusls have been mede for Americen sssistance
in time of nmeed. I am proud to be able to say thet
imories's apswer to these appeals has sprung from the
wells of humen kindness, and has never been colored or
distorted by poclitioal or nationallist motives. At cne
time or snother, we have {resly nssisted the unfortunete
of other natlionslities, of ell races, and all creeds.

"The spear=head of our relief pollioy is the American 12 Y
hed Cress, & national institution, natlonslly chartered,

whioh hes ontered inte the familiar life of every American

home, In an emergency, this organizetion is the firet to

enter the Ileld.

"In addition, we have had many separate and temporary
organizations to osre for warlous groups, and distlnct
phusas of need. It is unhappily clear that the effle-t of
the present war muat create new aress of cletress and need,
%en will differ as to the ocauses which have led to this
distrezs. It must never be forgottem, however, that what-
ever the cuuse, children, women and men are nsked end must
be olothed, are hungry and must be fed, are sick or in
prison, and must be comforted. The carryin; Forward of this
work is obedience tc the highest volce of humenity. by
listening te it we fulfill the beat thet is in curselves.

"] think it feir teo point out certaln obwlous problems
whioh must salways be kept in mind, ‘iarfare today is ecomomic, «376
avon more than military. In conseguence, even relisf of
hunen sulferin; enters lotc the eomplicated ealouluticns of Py L
overseas politios, and may ell too emsily become m pawn in the &
diplometic and militery chess game, There will be occesions
in «hish we shall be obliped to take this [sot inte aceount.
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"0leer heads are as necessary as kind hearts if
suffering is really to be slleviated, Only those res-
ponsibilities must be undertaken wvhioch can be adequately
disoharged. For this reason, the Congress has wisely
determined that organizations for oversees relief,
partiocularly in regard to bell!igerent countries, must
rive an mocounting of their astivitiea. I have endeavored
personally to maintain contaot with them through the egency
which the Congress established in the Department of State,
and through the Ameri-an Red Cross."

Very sincerely yours,

STYPHYR FARLY
Secretary to the President

Honorable K. 5. Szymozak, x pr?s837
Board of Governors, x?a
Federal Reserve System,

Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

March 12, 140

The salendid work undertaken to eseist relief in war torn
lends becrs eloguent witness to our traditional interest in cllevicting
humen suffering.

Throughout the long history of this ecountry, repeated &pjeuls
heve bepn mede for fmerican sselstance In time of need. Fsa proud to
Pl et T L i rme—rmmneered. 1 oom
aroud@m to be able to scy thut imerice's ensver to these eppeals hos
prung from the wells of humen kirdness, &nc hus never been colored or
iletorted ty selitieal or neticnulist sotives. At cne time or anutoer,
so heve freely sssisted the unfortunste of other neticnelities, of all
roces, und all erseds. s

The spear-hend of our rellef poliey ls the ssericen Red Cross,
& natiopal institutlon, paticnully churtered, which has ectered into the
frublinp life af every Inerican home. In &n emsrpency, this orgenizaticn
iz the First to enter the field.

In mddition, we heve hud meny separste and temporery organi-
apticns to cure for vericus groups, and dietinct phoses of need. It is
anhe o pily clear that the effect of the sresent wair must create new ureas
af distrece snd need. Men will 4dfTer as to the csuses which hove led to
this diptress. It must naver be forgotten, hovever, thal rhatever the
canee, children, women and sen are naked £nd must be clothed, wre hungry
snd ust be fed, are sick or in prizon, eni mst be coxforted. Ine cerry-
ing forwerd of thic work is obedience Lo the highesti volce of humanity. @y
listening to it we fulfill the best that 18 in ourselves.

I thirk it fulr to point cut certein cbwvicua problems which must
slveys be kept in mind. Warfere todwy 1o economic, even more than military.
In concecuence, even relief of humen suffering enters inte the comalieated
onleulutions of overseas politice, and asy all too eeslly become & aevm in
the dislomstic snd militiry chese game, There will be occksions In which
ve thall be obliged to teke this feot into account PClesr hecds are a8
necessary o kind hearts if suffering le really to pllevieted. Only
those responsibilities must be undertaken which can be Bdequately die-
churged. For this resson, the Congreuc has risely detersined thet organi-
sntions for oversece relief, particulerly in regard to belligerent countries,
must pive an eecsunting of tholir cetivities. I heve sndewvored perconslly
to maintsin conteet witn them through Lhe Egenty which the Congress estebliched
in the Depertownt of State, and tarough the tmerican Fad Cross.

gt flnd those aress in whicll we cun be eftective, promiping

N
only ot we n perfora, oy thet men of d-will mey do well the wory” wvilch
cogffon husesfty dictetea. 7 r.’ !
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The splendid work undertakes to sseist relie! in war torn
lanis bears eloquent witness to our traditionsl interest in alleviating
numan suffering.

Taroughout the léng
have been aade for Americ s/0f need. I aa proud to

be able to say that oone of'\tuese appeals has’gone unanswersd. I am
arouder to be able to say that America's sngwer to these appeals has
gprung froa the wells of m kindiness, edd Les never been colored or
distorted by political or net :n-lint wtdves. it one tlme or aaviner,
ve have freely sszlsted the
races, and ull cresda. We ha

naver fried to collect & pollticul price.

The spesr-head of ou
a national institution, aationally
familiar life of avery hmerican hif
is the firet to eiter the fleld,

ef policy is tne americen Hed Crosa,
hartersd, whlel &3 extersd into ihe
#. In pn eamergeacy, tals organisatlon

In accition, we huvy hud Weny eeparste andg tewporsary organie
sations to care for verious g epcd distinct phapes of need. It iso
unhepdly clear thei the efffet of thd jresent war must create nsw aress
of distress wad need. Men Jill -iffer\ae to the ceauses whleh have led to
this distrese. It must nefer be forpothen, novever, tast woatever iie
cause, cnlliren, women ang men are naked and wuet be clothed, ure hungry
and must be fed, cre aley or in prison, knd must be coaforted. The carry=
ing forwsrd of taie worlf de obedlence to\the highest voice of husanity. By
listening to 1t ve fulflll the best thet L& in‘cursalves.

I think 14 fuir to point out e in obvisus prublems wralch aust
always be cept in ahd, Farfure todsy is peonomic, even more than milltury.
In conssquence, evgh rellef of husan suffeling enters into the comalicatsd
calculutions of opkrasas politice, sand maylall too ewsily becous & .sen in
the diplenatic agll allitery chees game. THere will be cceaslons in which
we shall be oblyged to take thie fact intoluccount. Clear heads ure as
necessary s nearts Lif suffering is lly to be ailevieted. Only
those respongfbilities must be undertaken #ilch can be ade uately dis=
charged. Fob'iils resaon, tac Congresc asd wisely detorsined thut organie
sations oy overseza relief, sarticulerly fpn regard to belligereat couatries,
sust glve/an accounting of their cetivitie I huve endeuvsred personally
to mainfhin contact wita thea tarough the o
in the Department of State, and tarougn the| American Fez Cross.

e must find thcse areas in whilgh we can be eiTective, srooislng
only whet we cen perform, sc that men of good-will may do weil tae work which
common humanity dictates.

sncy woilch tie Congreas sstabilished
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DEPARTMEH',I' OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

March 11, 1940

MEMORANDUM TO MR, HASSETT:

Attached 1s a draft letter
from the President to Mr.
Szymezak which might be read
by him at the Pollsh Rellef
meeting tomorrow night (March
12th).

A, A, Berle, Jr.
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(DRAFT)

March 11, 1940

-1uur-g*q1ki£::aiziziz;-i--nuirittllﬂi
f our tradi-

tional interest in alleviating human suffering.

Throughout the long history of this country,
repeated appeals have been made for American
assistance in time of need. I am proud to be
able to say that none of these appeals has gone
unanawered, I am prouder to be able to say that
America's anawer to these appeals has sprung from
the wells of human kindness, and has never been
colored or distorted by political or nationalist
motivea, At one time or another, we have freely
asslsted the unfortunate of other nationalitiles,

of

The H
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porable

of Governors of the
deral Reserve System,
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of all races, and all creeds. We have never tried
to collect a political price.

The spear-head of our rellief pollicy 1s the
American Red Cross, a national institution, nation-
ally chartered, which has entered into the famillar
life of every American home. In an emergency, thls
organization is the first to enter the fleld,

In addition, we have had many separate and
temporary organizations to care for various groups,
and distinct phases of need. It is unhappily
clear that the effect of the present war must
.create new areas of distress and need. Men will
differ as to the causes which have led to this
distress. It must never be forgotten, however,
that whatever the cause, children, women and men
are naked and must be clothed, are hungry and must
be fed, are sick or in prison, and must be comforted.
The carrying forward of this work 1s obedience to
the highest voice of humanity. By lietening to 1t

we fulfill the beet that is in ourselves,
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enters into the complicated calculations of overseas
politics, and may all too easlly become a pawn in
the diplomatic and military chess game. There will
be ocecasions in which we shall be obliged to take
this fact into account. Clear heads are as
necessary as kind hearts if suffering 1s really
to be alleviated. Only those responsibilities
must be undertaken which can be adequately dis-
charged. For this reason, the Congress has wisely
determined that organizations for overseas rellef,
particularly in regard to belllgerent countries,
must glve an accounting of their activities, I
have endeavored personally to maintain contact
with them through the agency which the Congrees
established in the Department of State, and
through the American Red Cross.

We must find thoee areas in which we can
be effective, promising only what we can perform,
so that men of good-will may do well the work
which common humanity dlctates,

Very truly yours,
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UNITED STATES |\
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W
DIVISION OF INFORMATION
WASHINGTON
Februsry 24, 1940.
[ J
‘ #
Mr. Etephen karly, fﬁf

The White House.
My dear Steve:

On your note of yesterday instructing an indirect messsge
from the Fresident by Secretary Ickes when he speaks "to a
Mase Meeting to be held in Medison Square Garden, New York,
Merch lith, under the suspices of the Polish Naticnal Couneil™,
the instructione, of course, will be followed, if the Secretary
gpeeks. However, I thought I should advise you that &s yet the
Secretary has not eccepted any invitetion to speek because all
erranzements geem to be very much confused end the Secretary is
valtirg to fird ocut who's who, snd what, before he acts on the
invitation to eddress the Madison Square Garden meeting.

Sincerely jours,

Y/ RYRY D v

Michael W. Straus,
Director cf Informs=tion.
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FFSRUARY 23, 1940.

UE/ORANDUM FOR
MIKE STRAUS:

Deur hlke:
Ve ere advised that Cecretary Ickes xb
will speak to e Na':o Leeting to be held in
~adlson Square Garden, itew York, March L2th,
under the auspices of the Polis
Council. I hope thaut the Secretary will
nclude in his remarks an indirect message of
greeting from the President to the Meetlng --
a messape that will exnress the President's
interest in relief work for all war sufferers;
thaet the President 1s constuntly conferring
with the American Red Crossz snd other relief
agencles and doing all thet he can to alleviate
suffering by clvilians end non-combatants.

SeTWE.

et
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REPROOUCED FROM MOLDOMGS AT THE FRANILIG O ACOSEVELY LmAARy

Flue wedOs

Mr. carly sent a letter to Hon. wm. b. Laymczak
3/12/4J0 emboaying a stutement by the President
which Wr. osymczak is to use at the meeting
to be neld in Maaison byuare Garden,N.Y.
unaer the auspices of the Polish National
Councii. This is in place of the inairect
message walch Secy. lckes was to deliver
if he spoke at the meeting.
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BEDARD OF GOVERNDRS
OF THE

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

WASHINGTOMN

M 8 SIYMEOCZAK
MEMBER DF THE BOARD

February 21, 1540.

Honorable Stephen Harly,
Secretary to the President,
The VWhite House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear lr. Early:
He our telephone conversation.

There is being planned a Mass l'eeting to be held at
liadison Square Garden, liew York, March 12, under the
auspices of the Polish liational Couneil for the purpose
of arcusing interest in bringing relief to the people
in the stricken areas of Poland.

Jan Kiepura will sing.
A tentative list of spealters are:

Hle Curie
Archbishop Spellman
Governor Lehman
Secretary Ilckes
Ambassador Potocki
Herbert Hoover
Hepresentatives lenerowicz,
Dingell or lonkiewicz
Mayor La Guardia
Senators Wagner or ieade
M, F, Viegrzynek.

liaturally all of the above will not speak but
efforts are being made to secure as many as pvossible.
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Hionorable Stevhen “arly......? February 21, 1940.

The Committee is especially amxious to have a messaze
from Fresident Roosevelt which is to be read at the opening
of the meetingz, and asked me tc speak to you about the
message.

Your courtesy and help in this connection is ap-

nreciated.
Very 23{ yours,
, / -
J
M, Se SZ;ch »

MSS ams
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