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D EPART MENT OF STAT E 

In reply reter to 
Eu 

My dear General Watson: 

WASHINGTON 

L:llY 10. 1941 

I am enclosing a draft or a reply tor the 

President ' s signature to General Sikorski ' s letter 

ot April 28 . It you will hsve the reply when s i gned 

returned to the Department, 1 t can be forwarded by 

pouch to our Embassy in London tor delivery to 

General Sikore 

rely yours , 

Enclosure : 

Draft ot r eply to 
General Sikorski. 

Brigadier General Edwin H. Watson, 

Secretary to the President, 

The lful. te House . 
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a.N'a.to, April 28. I:J4I. 

ITR ATTON ITR&IlT. 

w . •. 

I feel tl-J>t I could not lc:tvc thir cre:tt CO\<Jltry <ith it.: 

atmosr~aoro of domocrntic froodom rmd h:IPW vitn11ty ~:hich lu\c :;o 

crootly l'l !'rcshod Wld heartened ce for I1Y l"<:turn to tho stern ,'utie! 

that <1\:ait 1:10 in 'W'opo,- r.ithout e>q!l'oooing to you t1;7 p!'Ofound rulnl.­

ration for its inotitutiono, for itn hoopitnlity ond, o.bovo c.ll, 1'01" 

you1" s tntosmnlll<o leedcrship rltich I w-. cr.:tonri nnd ' · '!"'(•ci. to :;o 

much bet tel" c.rtor DIY shol"t • tny in the United :;t:. teo . 

Jlo;.cvt:r di.roct a port tho /J>eriCM People ""3 ulti=toly be 

called u,10n to ploy in this r;o.r, I am convinced, and, I fcrvcntl,y 

trust, th:lt in tho orcnnisution of 0. Ju.~t nnd llUJMn peace li'ter the 

I:IW', tho 1.orld will ho.ve the benefit of your inv-.UU:tblc (;Uitl..nco , 

uithout <~hich a r oturn t<{civiliocd w.nity uocs not n:>pe:<r to 1:10 to 

be r.1 thin our r cnch . 

Allow ""'• rtr . President, to thank you for you1" pcrsoml 

crociouonoon and fol" the triondl,y spi.rit r.hich I oncount crecl in :tll 

I1Y convcra; ttons t~ith those f your i:ini oten "hoa I b;:.d tho pleas­

ure or mooting in ;:a.obi.ngton . 

Tho nWIOrouo contacts •hich I cntcbll:ilicd dth tho 
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8TRATTO M HOU$E , 

8TR ATTO N S TRCCT, 
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Al:leri= of Polish descent 1n 1:e11 Yor k, Chieaco, P..troi t 'nd a.i'falo, 

confirm me in the conviction t hnt their unquo3tionnblo Ancrican pntriot-

1Gr.t tllld good ci tuon:~hip do not in any l":'l1)' pl'<·vcnt thc.a 1'r0lll prc~ol"'in& 

" v:crm .ontimcnt for the count ry of their oricin. '!'hoy l'CD)>Onc1od cn­

thuo:i.asticaUy \.hen over I told thorn of your nymp>tey ::.nd \U1<. or st..nding 

for the problcl:UI of Poland tlnd for the )'llli't played by oor in thic -::nr . 

In every ono of 1.f1 addresoes Md in nll my convcrr.a tions ni t h 

thom I s tres. od the impor tnnco of I<J:leri= !lll tiorol unity to tho coc:non 

c.;.use of de:>oeracy in this fi;;ht for its very survival . 

1 VI\U'ncd them of "fifth colunll'\11 activitioo which threeten 

this countr-11 ::nd cncourac<d thee to pllly ru\ <lCtive pert in f i{;.htin{; 

this menace . 

In nll thooe ci tics 1 rzos v:olcomod by dolce, tions of C"ocho­

clovclt, Creek and YOU{;OSlov Ol'S"..nix.tions """ I not<-d ,;ith crrat so.ti s­

facti on thet thcce croups Ul'C tlnXiOU.~ to expr ess thGil' SOlidarity Wi th 

tho A!liGricMs of Polish do~ccnt n t thio hour of P'rll of their r r spect­

ivo c ,untries . In this wtinctivo O'O"Pine tor ethor of these V<lrioUB 

national oreAAl,..tions, 1 oeo tho pr omioo of fut\U'o interll(<tional coopel"­

ation nhich, in time, may encourato r.ar t.c...ry n..tions to follol'" the lt!<ld 

of Pol:uld nnd Czechoslovakia tonurds n r< ficncmted frder<ltcd 1\tl'ope, 
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STRATTO H HOuac . 

aTRATTOH aTR&&T , 
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as the surest besia of la~tine security. 

In nddrcssine onso =cottnca in Chicago, Detroit nnd Euffalo 

Ill<linly nttendod lr; <~orkin(l t10n, I took the opportunity to atress the 

deci s ive impor tance or opooding up AJ:wr i = intiu~trinl pr oduction at 

thi s crucial sta.go or the I'IU.I' for the cou1mon cause o1' fl·oo hWilD.ni t y . 

In Hovr York I h..~d frnnk nrul sctisfactory convvroutlono 11.i.th 

leuding r eprescnta.tives of tho principal J eni sh or cnnisations r·hich 

resultod in their aasur:mce of loyal support to Poland . 

In ey addresces as r.ell a s in r:ry interviews l':it.~ tho pro:o, I 

e;qu-e~sed cry unshaken f a ith in tho finaJ. victory of Deoocncy, r.hile 

emphasi zing the nocesoi t y of t ho most effective and speedy Noorican 

aid to Bri ta.in und her Alli ea at this hour of their auprc.ne oi'for t for 

the coll'Cllon cause . 

Pleas e a ccept, Mr , ProGidcnt, the assm·ancos of my hJ.uhost 

conuidera tion . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASH IN GTON 

April ~. 1941. 

MEMORANDUM rcR 

THE SECRETARY or STATE 
~,.0 

5 
FOR PREPARATION 01' REPLX 

P'OR MY SIGNATURE. 

F. D. R. 
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XT dear General 11korak1: 

I aa happ7 to leun troa 70ur letter of April 28 
that J OU b&Ye been retre&bed and heartened b7 your 
Y1tit 1n the United State• and 4ee1re to 1ntora JOU 
that both theGournaent and the people of the 
United Statee are greatl7 pleaeed that 7ou b&Ye 
found 1t pouible to tpend a tn 4&7• in th1t oountr7. 
I t vae alto aoet grat1f71ng to •• pertonallJ to haYe 
had an opportuni t7 to ooater Y1 ~ JOll regar41Jl& 
aattere that l ie oloee to both ot our hearte. 

Aaer1oan oitizent of Polith 4-e toent haTe alva71 i 
41et1ngu1&bed theaeelT" tor their lo7alt7 and ,;,~7 
patr1otiea. Their dtTot1on to the United Btatee 
hat of oouret not oaueed thea to lose 1Dtereet in 
the welfare of their k1neaen oTeraeaa or to oeaae 
to regard with deep affection the countr7 ot t hti.r 
or1g1n, the long and gallant 1truggle ot Wich tor 
libert7 b&e captured the 1aac;ll'I&Uen and won the 
8Aa1rat1on of th' whole .&llerioan p eople . I aa Cla4 
that 7ou b&Te b een able to eatabl lah contaota with 
s o mADJ of theee Aaer1can eiti~ene ot Pollah deeoent 
&tr1Dg the oour" ot JOur brief Tia1t and aa oont1dent 
that what JOU ban ea1d Wile h ere not onl7 b&e gj.Ttn 
thea a fuller underatan41ng ot whet 11 taking plaoe 
1D Europe but hae al t o tended to atrengthen the un1t7 
ot all ot the pecple ot th1• oountr7 1n their eftorta -<.YI?S 
to extend at1ll aor• aid to the Y1ot1ma ot aggreaa1on. 

You b&Tt ude 118Jl7 trhnda Wile in th1a oountr7 
and JOU UJ b e aure that in ltaTing it Jou are tall:1nc 
with you the beat with .. ot the Gonrnaent and the 
people ot the United Btatae. 

Ver, e1Doerel7 70ure, 

til­
General vta4ra~av S1korak1, 

Prlae IU.D1ater ot Pol~d, 
Lon4on. 

<" .._, , ... 
··~ 
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l.ly de l\%" ~:r . l' rualde nt 1 

u y 1na ~ruot1on of Oenar&l · •lkornld , the 

baaaador han<1ad r-.e t h l a afternoon a letter ad<lr a aaad to 

you wi.l.cb I &a a ncloal.ng h ere• I. th • 
.. • ~ 1 

r.~ ~~orlean r.od . r osa haa received r epor t s r e cently 

• lll c h a how t hat the oondl tion or t hoao Polilh ch ildren ln 
,. 'l. ., 0 

~he :lovle t Unton ln do s per a te . r he dea th ra t e &aong the• 

1o now &t the rate o r 65 porcnnt. It aeema to "'e clea rl;y 

tmpcao i ble f or u s ~0 COMpl y wlth tha t pa r t o r General 

:l lkora ld. •e rottuaat to you which aaka that we bl'lng to the 

Uni ted StCI~ea eO!::e t en thomut.nd or the ch1ldron ana t heir 

~others. Tbe l a ck of sh1ppi ns r ac l l l. tl.ea alone would 

make 1 t '"' almoa t 1mpoa a 1ble Job . I t aee 01a to me t lla t 1. r 

the ct.lldt•en kn<l t lleir mot her a can b e evacua t a d rt•oJII the 

;.ov1e t Union through lran t o soma seaport, l.t !1111<ht be 

poaa l.b l e \.o Y<orlc out sotte way 1n whloh at leaat a nl.llllbe r 

of tbel'l uould be trlll13pol'ted to aOMO eastern pol't ot I. he 

union of , out h Af rica. Pood auppl l ae ~here are aapl• and 

1 t :nay he tll.a t t ho J ovorlllllon t o r t h e union or douth r. r rloa 
I I 

The PredC..nt, 

The flll1 te uouaa. 



would t)l. VO 1. t U OOIIOG IIt, j,)l'OV 1.de d tl'.e A:n •r loan 1!-Jd .;rote 

a ereed 1.0 ,ll'ov1de i'or tJ~e o~~.re tt.ntl o::~~~1ntA!lli:.ce of U1eee 

r<~ L'U&••a u~o L 11 tho an d o1' Lhe war. 

h e na r ott l! \.ha I. c111a 111 Lhe IQOa t prac t1.oal 3Ur\S•• t.lon. 

r r you a provo 1n prinoi plo, w1ll )'01.1 lot ce kn:~w 

anti I will I. hen olacus e tho ..-..al. t ar fur l.nor w1Lh the 

l'ol l ah A~lbaooauor, \.I•• :,outh lli'ri.oan Govorn:~or.t , and the 

Amo r 1oll.n kod ~rooa 1n ot•dor to ll!te 11' :10n o p lo.no oo.n llo 

w:>rkod out wh1oh .ould nturo 1 I. pos::1ble :::~r you to .•1 ve 

11011141 onoourac:, 1n~ t•e pl y to t.hu l'ollah ~OVul'l\mont. 

Bolhvo llltl 

hno los~.~rv. 

r v i.l.hl'ully yow•n , 

SUl!tlER '.'IEI.LES 

... ~ ~ 
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AM•AaAUA 

lllClYPOIPOLITIJ POLIKI&J 
7911~-t.ln 

t:>· . l'resiuent , 

Ll..y 19 , 1 942. 

I hQVo rooeivod tocla.:; "" lll"f;ent t"10J;;.J.. tro-_ tho 

?oli3h Oovor~ont oonoorni~ the tute ot tho ohil~en ot 

l'olish doportooa in :lussie. . '!'no Polio~ GoVfll"tr.l&n"t 1& 

in:fol'lllecl by tho l'Ol13!l :.o~baescC:.o1· i n !)oviot :hlSei n tllLt 

oni n.:.; to too<. u i frioultiOS t!lc!le l'01iOll oll11 Ul"OU ..re 

vL-tually condCWle<l to .li e it so-_o uo:.ll!l or snvin..; the:.: 

is not c.t onoo 1...0.Ue ClVail~Olu . Tbe Polioil .. J.J.Uuos<lUor in 

oililcixen is rouohin._ L sto.rtlin:; goroontc.'-'o . 

In vie\: Of th1a U!)_>llili.Jl.; S1tU<.t10U tho l'ol!sil 

Govern:::tent cous1Ue1·o thct t.he oV&o~tiou tt--o~ Huzsiei of 

oor.e 50 ' vc-..~ or Polish cilil c!.l·en I 1noluU1u.; lJOthGrs or 

{.."Ual'Ui ans , ie u uc.tter oi' c::trcn:.e U!"(;OQOy. ';illc Fol1Gil. 

Oovernnent hen al~oe.ay cpplieL to t~o ~·itisu Oover~ent 

t or their c.¢roes.:ent to ane.. L.ol:> in. tilo ovo.cua.tion ot theso 

Polish chilclron trotl :>oviot :auasia . .fllilo the :Jri tish 

Qovornnont 

Tho l?resi<lont, 

."he .ihi te r.OUQO . 



--.---·----·----
Oov~•n~ hao adop~od a ~at t avorablo attitude, tbo Folish 

oapooiallt in rosor4 to tbo nonaood •ituation ot India, tho 

Britiab Government cannot oopo ot praoent with ao oozwider-

able nn n4d1tional conti~ont or rotu~ooo in ant part ot the 

Br1t1oh -ire. 

XA thio connection it uuat be rececberod tb8t the 

3r1t1oh Govor~ont is a~ present doi~ ita utcost by plao~ 

101!0 l.S ,000 Polisil c1v1l1W1 rotusoo:t t'ro-- So•1ot .,uasie. -:lbo 

Ua.ve e.l roa4y a1·r1vod 1n n·~. 

In these oireumztances the Poliah Oovornuent has 

1nttru.ctocl tJ.o to <ll.• tl\1 yow.• attention to tho aitu.c.tion ot 

theoo POlie.b children Gci. tUeir wothero Wl6 ~"WU'dian.s , an4 

to uk you., t.r . Pre!iclent, tlhothor, in Yit\'1 ot their tra&;ic 

ro.to, it uould ba possible to crant aoylu:> in tho Onit.ed 

State' tor t he G.urat.io:l. ot t he ,,oar to 10 , 00<1 ohil'-l'on. 

1nolud1~ LDtbors ~Q CUQXU1all8 . 

I huvo the hono:~,,. to rotu1' to tho convoro~.tion \:nioll 

Oonoral .:#1i:oro1:1 he.U ui~b you. on l .. uroh 2' .. th , 111 t he oolU·ae 

ot 



= _,_, .................. -....-

01' \.'hioll lie <.IOOOl'ibc•l tbo situation Of tile l'ol1sll civ111un 

<le!}Ortees in .;ov1~t .. ua91a. tl.e b1'0',;1nv <l1f•'1oul.ties or 

su)!>l:ri llt. thu... .. it.l roou ana the m·.,o.Joy or ev .. cu .. t1n_ WJ 

onn:.r or tllox.. 110 IJOul.d bo poss i ble to onoblo the~ to aurviva. 

Tho :.merioa n !leu Oroos is in poasosoio!t o1' sturU1.~ ro:.po1·ts 

concernin..; the tlhyaioe.l s t a te or eAllauat1on unt.. uestitution 

o r the Polish oivilillna &."1.: espocit:.ll:l of tho chllw.-on 11ho 

hove rocentl y boon evacuateu tro:.. .:lovio,; •• uosiu -.o n·c.n. 

huu:.n s~:ftorln~, I iJL a::m:e ol' ::.11 tho <oil'.'icul.ti us t~ilicl . 

• ..tto1• h'"vin,. oAhuuc'tec. <.11 otuol: ~C>~ciuilitie", the 

Polis1l :Jovel·n:..ont tc.l:oa •he libe1·t; o!' -~'-'""li.J~ to :IOU , 

U' . l-res i <:.ent , . to oc.vo titese c:Ul< .. ::en . 

Pleo.se o.ooo,t , 1.:.·. l,rcsit...ent, tl'lo &..:.;nur~cos of J..Y 

hi o:;;tcst cono1L.o1·ot lon. 



S I KORSKI, liLADYSIJJt 

Premier SU:orskl' s c.orreapcndcnce con· 
cernl.na Polond 's 4irri olll Uoo vi th RusaiG 
over tho l.cpoolition or Ru38ian citizenal\ip 

PSI' 
~ 
1942-4) 
Pnssim 

on refUGee Pblett 1 recrui t::oent or Polca ror 
tho Russian 8l'CIY end r·ofutsol to auo·• ro­
eruitcont of Poles in Rll3aia for a Polioh 
an>:~, disruption or Polish food diotribution, 
ouspor~ion or dip1C<At6o relot ionn with the 
Polish Oover~:'l.t1 his tear thttt Huesia. in­
to~~ to cole ?o1a&d a ~~~4lito ol•to , pest 
• ar ~~blems, etc. 

Sl!<mSKl, ':iUJJYSW 

S\Jellcr i'iellcs ' 1ot1.Cr forwar41nll a aeao­
randU!ll !'reD the Polioh Joobaloador con­
cerninc tl'.e ror.>ation or Polilh Anled 
Forces in Ruosia and requesting, ror 
?rimO J.Unis~"r Sl.l:orold , that Poland b<> 
given n plnce e<~ual to tlult or Rusaia and 
Chinn in 3I0Y nlii!J'l!Wllt of All.io~ Powore , 

PSI' 
~ 
1- 6-42 
12-27-41 

SIKC!lSKl, \":LAD'iSUV 

Get erll !!QrS1~all' s r.e;~~Dru d\1:) t.o noose­
\"e l t. •• ~ rerere:.ee \C a J:,CO.J.rAI d\D , r.ot. 

PSF (S) 
iM£shall 

(A,r. 194:<.? 

p.roesent. rroo. Get.eral SU:oreU of • 
·~:est ia~ e.e:lee:rn1ng a ::•ner&l a\.atf. 

SII«lASl'.I , W!AllYSU!! 

?rice Minister Sikorski's lottor about 
the ne\1 vave or t.o.rror!.tnn in Oomon .. 
occu~ie~ Polend , mnl:l.ne four •ll&ll••tions 
for con.sidorntion by Rooaovolt nnd 
Churchill . Rooaevclt's reply to Sii<Ol'ol<i, 
dro.t't e<l by the State Dr,>erti>Ont, ancloel.na 
pl"e:O$ Nlease or HUll' t: atat.Otllnt. on tho 
Udioi ntrocity. 

S Il<ll!ISKI , WUD'!SIAII 

A:b&asodar Biddle'• l e\\tr aen61n; a 
oopy or c;eneral Si!:Draki'l book , 
~ ·:;qwe, eoac.en1.ln3 em the 
~er4l ' s ideas. 

PSF 
~ 
2-15- 4) 

PPF 
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