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ABDHESE GFFICIAL COMMUSMICATIGHNS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WA O, .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
Eu

nay 10, 1941

My dear General Watson:
I am enclosing & draft of a reply for the
President's signature to General Sikorski's letter

of April 28. If you will have the reply when signed

-_-________.-—-—--—'--—-""""'-'- - B
returned to the Department, 1t can be forwarded by

N

pouch to our Embaesy in London for delivery %o

General Sikors

Sindgrely yours,

—
—

,.-\:-—7 —
z{

Enclosure:?

Draft of reply to
General 3ikorskl.

Brigadier Genersl Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,

The White House.
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Buffalo, April 28. I54I.
REPUBLIC OF FOLAND \ STRATTON HOUSE,

PRIME MINISTER

}'\h‘:‘ STRATTON STREET,

w. 1.

\

=
o

ir. President,

I feel that I could not leave this great country with its
atmosphere of democratic froedom and happy vitality which hes so
groatly refreshed and heartened me for my roeturn to the stemn duties
that aweit me in Purope,- without expressing te you my profound admi-
ration for its institutions, for its hospltality and, above 2ll, lor
your statesmanlike leadership which I understand and appreciste so
mich better after my short stay in the United Stotcs,

However direct a part the mmerican People mey ultimetely be
celled upon to play in this war, I am convinced, and, I fervently
trust, that in the organisation of a just and human peace after the
wur, the world will have the beneflit of your invalusble guidunce,
without which a retuwrn thivﬂiaud sonity cdoes not appesr to me to

be within ocur reach,

Allow me, Mr. President, to thank you for your personal
graciousnesa and for the friendly spirit which I encountered in all
my conversntions with these of your ildnisters whom I had the pleas-
ure of meeting in Vashington,

The mumerous contacts which I established with the
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REPUBLIC OF POLAND BTRATTON HOUSE,
PRIME MINISTER

STRATTON STREET,
L

americens of Polish descent in New York, Chicago, Detroit ond Buffale,
confirm me in the conviction that thelr unquestionable American potriot-
ism and good citizenship do not in any wey prevent them from preserving
a werm sentiment for the country of their origin, They responded en-
timsinstically whenever I told them of your sympathy =nd understanding
for the problems of Poland and for the part played by her in this war.

Tn every one of my addresses and in all my conversations with
them T stressed the importance of /merican notionnl unity to the common
ceuse of democracy in this fight for its very survival,

I warned them of "fifth column® activities which threaten
this country, and encouraged them to play an active part in fighting
this menace.

In all these cities I wes welcomed by delegations of Czecho-
slovnk, Creck and Yougoslav organisations and I noted with preat satis-
faetion that these groups are anxious to express their solidarity with
the Americans of Polish descent at this hour of peril of their respect-
jve countries. In this instinctive grouping together of these various
nantional organlsatlons, 1 see the promise of future inlernational cooper-
ption which, in time, may encourage war weary nations to follow the lead

of Polund and Czechoslovakia towards a regenerated federated Turope,
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REPUBLIC OF POLAND STRAT TR REEE
FRIME MINISTER STRATTON STREET,

w. 1.

as the surest besis of lasting security.

In addressing mass meetings in Chicago, Detroit and Buffalo
mainly attended by working men, I took the opportunity to stress the
decisive importance of speeding up Americam industrial production at
this crucial stage of the war for the common cause of free humenity.

In New York I had frank and sctisfactory conversations with
leading representatives of the prineipal Jewish organisations which
resulted in their assurance of loyal support to Poland.

In my addresses as well as in my interviews with the precs, I
expressed my unshaken faith in the final vietory of Democracy, while
emphasizing the necessity of the most effective and speedy American
aid to Britain and her Allies at this hour of their supreme effort for
the common cause.

Plense mccept, lir. President, the assurances of my highest

consideration.,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 30, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR S
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

x30

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLXY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.
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ey 12, 1941 '

My dear General Bikorski:

I am happy to learn from your letter of April 28
that you have been refreghed and heartened by your
vigit in the United Btates and desire to inform you
that both theGovernment and the people of the
United States are greatly pleased that you have
found i1t possible to spend a few days in this country.
It was aleo most gratifying to me personally to have
had an oppertunity to confer with you regarding
matters t lie close to both of our hearta.

American oltizens of Polish descent have always ud

distinguished themselves for their loyalty and T
atriotism. Thelr devotion to the United Btates

g8 of course not caused them to lose interest in
the welfare of thelr kinsmen overseas or to cease
to regard with deep affectlon the country of thelr
origin, the long and gallant struggle of which for
1liberty has captured the imagination and won the
admiration of the whole American people. I am glad
that you have been able to establish contacts with
go many of these American citizene of Pellsh descent
during the course of your brief visit and am confident
that what you have said while here not only has given
them a fuller understanding of what is taking place
in Europe but has also tended to strengthen the unity o
of 81l of the people of this country in their efforts 7'/~
to extend still more ald to the viotime of aggresslon.

You have made many friends while in thls country
and you may be sure that in leaving 1t you are taking
with you the best wishes of the Government and the
people of the Unlited States.

Very sincerely yours,

,_#.-
General Wladyslaw Sikorski,
Prime Minister of Poland, .
London. f ol f
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My dear ir. Frealdent: A ’ 4153 bl 3744
iy instructlion of Ueneral .ikorskl, the Folish A=~ (

bassacor handed me tils afternoon a letter adirsssed to

you which I am encloalng nerewith.

LIy
Tie Amerloan (ed :ross has recslived reports recently

whileh sliow that the eondltion of these Folish ehildren in
*x 222

the Soviet Unien Le desperste. [he death rate among them
1ls nm:t: of 65 percent. It seema to me clearly
impossible for us to comply with that part of Gsneral
Slkoraslki's roguest to you which aske that we bring to the
United States some ten thousand of the chilldren and their
mothers. The lack of shipping facllities alone would
make Lt an almoast Imposslble Job, It seema to me that If
the chilldren and thelr mothers can be evacuated from the
soviet Union through Iran to some seaport, it =micht be
pos=ible to work out some way in which at least a number
of them could be transported to some eastern port of the
Union of South Africa. Food supplles there are ample and

it may he that the Jovernment of the Unlon of -Juuth I.I‘rlnl

w I
b

The Fresldent,

The White [louse.



would ;ive ity cousent, provided the Asmosrican /ed uroass
agreesd Lo provide for lie care and aslntens..ce of luese
refugees uultll the end ol Lle war.

[ huve Glscussed Lhe yrovlem wiih horwan avis and
he mgrees that uthls is Lhe most practlcal suggeslion.

If you & prove in principle, will you let me know
and I will then dlacuse the =matter [urther wiLh the
Folish Aunbassador, Llhe -outh African Govermnment, and tie
American Hed JUross ln order to sse 1f some plana can be
worked out which would make 1t poasible or you to ~lve
some encourazing reply Lo the irollsh Joverament.

Helleve ne

relthiully youra,

SUMNER WELLES

X 4 9

lnolosure.
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AMBDASALA

RZECZYPOSPOLITE) POLSKIES
791, 84-1jn
lay 19, 1942,

1. Fresident,

I heve received today an urgent telegran. Iron ths
Polish Govermment concerning the fate of the children of
Polish deportees in Russla. The Polish Government ls
informed by the Polish Jmbassedeor in Soviet luscia thet
owin: to food difficulties these Follsi children ure
virtuslly condemned to die i7 some mecns ol saving thewm
is not at once rade available. The Polish Jubassador in
Soviet ussie reports thet the wortalily awong the Polish
ehildren is reaocliin: & startling bercentzie.

In view of this appelliag sltustion the Folish
Government considers that the evacustion frou Hussia of
sopme 50,000 of Polish childrea, including motiers or
cuardians, is a uetter of extreme urgency. The Polisu
Goverament has already cpplied to the Iritish Govermment
for their szreemsnt to and Lely in, tiie evacuation oI these

Polish children from Soviet Russia. hile the Dritish
Fovermment

The President,

The .hite House.



-

Government has sdopted a uost favorable attitude, the Polish
Fovermment is cware that under present wer couditions, und
especielly in regard to the nensced situation of Indim, the
Eritish Government ocannot ocope at present with so consider-
able an pdditional contingent of refugees in any part of the
British Zmpire.

In this conneotion it must be rensmbered that the
British Govermment is at present doing its utmost by placing
some 15,000 Polish oivilian refugees Irow Joviet Lussis who
have elready errived in Irad.

In these olrounstences the Polish Govermuent has
instructed me to drawv yowr attentlon to tihe situetion of
these Polish children and thelr wothers and guardians, end
to ask you, Lr. President, whether, in view of thelr traglo
fote, it would be posaible to grant asylum in the United .
States for the duration of the war to 10,00C¢ children,
including wothers and guardians.

I have the honor to refer to tie converscilon wnich
Generel Sixorsl:i hed with you on Lerch 24th, in the ocourse

of



of which he desoribed the situation of the Follsi civillen
deportses in soviet .wussia, the growlal déilvicultles of
supulying thew with food and the urgeacy of evacuuting as
many of then as vould be possible to enable theu to survive.
The smerican Red Cross is in possession of sturdlial roports
goncerning the physicel state of exliaustion anc destitution
of the Polish oivilians end especlelly of the children who
heve recently been evacuated Irom Joviet _mssis to Iren.

In appesling to you on bekell ol this population, which
durin the lust two years anc & hell Las jone tarou.h in-
humen sufferin:, I wi avare ol all the dirliculties wilch
even sueh & sartial solution of this terrible wer osroulow
nresents ab thls tiue.

_Tter havin exhausted &1l other possililivies, the
Folisn Govermment teakes the liverty of cpuewlial to you,
1r. President,.to save tiese ciildren.

Flease gocoob, lr. President, ithe assurances ol ¥

hizuest consideration.

cpmetaead ssameraly
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SIKORSKI, WLADYSLAW PSF
Boland

Premier Sikorski's correaspondence con=- 1942-43

cerning Poland's difficulties with Russia Passim

over the imposition of Russian citizenship

on refugee Pdles, recrultment of Poles for

the Russian ermy end refusel to allow re-

cruitment of Poles in Russia for a Polish

army, disrupiion of Polish food distribution,

suspension of diplometés relations with the

Polish Government, Lis fear thut Hussia in-

tends to make Polend & Ratiszlite glate, post

wer oroblems, eto.

SIXORSKI, WLADYSLAW PSF
Eoland

Sumner Welles' letter forwarding a memo- 1-6=42

randum {rom the Polish Ambassador con- 12-27-41

cerning the formation of Polish Armed
Forces in Russie and requesting, for
Prime linister Sikerski, that Poland be
given a place equal to that of Russia and
China in any alignment of Allied Powers.

4 BSF (3)
SINCRSKI, WLALYSLAY PS¥ (5)
General lfarshall's remorardun o Roose- [Anr. 19427

velt o reference to 2 I.'.cmm.'m':ﬂmf inot
present {rom Gereral Sikorski ol W
nSupzeaticns concerning a meneral siell.

SIKORSKI, WLALYSLAY

BSF
Poland

Prime Minister Sikorski's letter about b-22-42

the new wave of terrorism in German- 6-12-42

ocoupied Polend, making four suggestions T=3=-42
for consideration by Rocgsevelt and

Churchill, Roosevelt's reply to Silkorski,

drefted by the State Depertment, enclosing

press relesse of Hull'e statement on the

Lidieci atroecity.

KI, WLATDYSLAN PSF
SIKORS
Ambassador Biddle's letter sending a 2=15-43

copy of General Sikorsii's book,
Medern comenting on the
General's ideas.
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