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Oresat and Good Friend:

1 have recaived Your Hajesty's cossunication of
April 30, 1943, relating to matters affeoting Palestine, 772
and I eppreclzte the spirit of frieandskip yow have mani-
fegted in exprescing these views ;df'? ne.
M

I have noted carefully the statements made ia this .{'g,w ” 74-!'-(" g
communicatica, as well as those contalmed in Your ¥e)- wﬂ.}
esty's letter of Eovember 19, 1938, snd the oral ses- fo/?f-*;f---f’
sage ecnveyed to ¥r , the Ameriosn Rinlster, st 3 o0,
the conclueion of bis '1?.'%‘ to Fiyaédh,
XyiTa

Your kg jesty, no doubt, hee recelved my meseaye AP SUSt
deliv-red by ¥r, Noocge to Bie Highnesa the Amir Felsal. ﬂ-"—”*"’-‘"‘gﬂ—
Ag 1 stetec theveim,1f appesrs to me highly denirable -
that the Arsbe and -I-:rl intereate? 1in the gusstion
shouwld e-&¢ t2o & friendly understandiag with respeect
to metters effecting Pelestine through their own (-0
effortz prior to the terminstion of the war. I an A 76~
gled of this opportunity, however, to reslterate my ASsE0
assurchice thet 1t ie¢ the view of the Governaent of
tke United 3tates thet, in any czse, no decleion
altering the basie situation of Palectine should be
resched without full sonsultatlion with both Arabds and
Jews.

I renew xy expressions of best wishes Tor Your
Nepjeety's good heslth and for the well-belng of your

pecple.
Tour Tood Friend,
FRANKLIN D, funisibe-

Hie ¥Eajeaty
ébdul Aziz lbn Jaud, “PFF7760
Eing of Saudl Arabla.



/ alf DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 14. 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of June 4, 1943,
there 1s enclosed for your signature, if you approve,

a letter addressed to King Ibn Saud in reply to his
communication addressed to you on April 30, 1943,

The enclosed letter to the King reiterates the
assurances given in your recent telégram to him and
incorporates substantially the same phraseology e ..
tained therein,

Enclosure:

To King Ibn Saud.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 4, 1943.
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE STATE DEPARTUENT .0

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter from King Thn Saud of Saudi Arabie, 4/%0/43,
together with translation of same, wanich refers
to situvation regaruing the Jews and the Arabs.
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DErARTMENT OF BTATE

DIVISION OF MEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

As per request for return of
transletion of Eing Ibn Saud's
letter of April 30, 1941
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 29. 1943

My ﬂéar Mr. President:

I enclose a communication addressed to you by
King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabla, which has been trans-
mitted to the Department for delivery to you by the
American Minister at Cailro. There 1s attached an
Englieh tranelation of the King's letter, which 1is
written in Arabilc

Fgithfully yours, !

Enclosures:
1. Letter from King Ibn Saud.
2. Translation of the letter.

The President,
The White House,
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In the Name of God
the Merciful and Compaselonate

From Abdel Aziz, Ibn Abdel Rahman E1 Faigsal,
King ‘of Saudl Arabla,

To Hie Excellency Franklin Roosevelt, President
of the United States of America.

Excellency,

In this great world war in which natlions are shedding
their blood and expending thelr wealth in the derepaa of
freedom and liberty, in thle war in which the high prin-
eiples for whi¢h.thu Alliee are fighting have been pro-
clalmed in the Atlantic Charter, in this etruggle in which
the leaders of every country are appealing to their country-
men, allies and friends to etand with them in thelr struggle
for 1ife, I have been alarmed, as have other Moslems and
Arabs, because a group of Zionlsts are selzing the oppor-
tunity of thls terrible crisis to make extenslve propa-
ganda by which they seek on the one hand to mislead
American publie opinion ahd. on the other hand, to bring
pressure upon the Allied Governmentes in these eritical

times
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times in order to force them to g0 against the principles
of right, Justice and equity which they have proclaimed

and for which they are fighting, the principles of the
freedom and liberty of pecples. By so doing the Jews

seek to compel the Allies to help them exterminate the
peaceful Arabs settled in Palestine for thousands of

years. They hope to evict this noble nation from its

home and to install Jews from every horizon in this sa-
cred Koslem Arab country. What a calamitous and infamous
miscarriage of Justice would, God forbid, result from this
world struggle 1f the Allies should, at the end of their
struggle, crown their victory by evicting the Arabs from
their home in Palestine, substituting in thelr place vagrant
Jews who have no ties with this country except an imaginary
c¢laim which, from the point of view of right and Justice,
has no grounds except what they invent through fraud and
decelt. They avail themselves of the Allies' eritical
sltuation and of the fact that the American nation is
unaware of the truth about the Arabe in general and the
Palestine question in particular.

On November 19, 1938 (Shawal 7, 1357 H.) I wrote to
Your Excellency a letter in which I set forth the true
sltuation of the Arabs and Jews in Palestine. If Your
Excellency would refer to that letter, you will find that

the
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the Jews have no right to Palestine and that their clalm
i1g an act of injustice unprecedented 1n the history of
the human race. Palestine has from the earliest history
belonged to the Arabs and is situated in the midet of
Arab countries. The Jews only cccupled it fer a short
period and the greater part of that period was full of
maesacres and tragedlies. Subsequently they were driven
out of the country and today 1t is proposed to re-install
them in it. By so doing the Jews will do wrong to the
quiet and peaceful Arabs. The Heavens will split, the
earth will be rent asunder, and the mountaine will tremble

. at what the Jewe clalm in Palestine, both materially and
spiritually.

Having sent to Your Excellency my above-mentlioned
letter, I believed, and I stlll belleve, that the Arab
claim to Palestine had become glear to you, for in your
kind letter to me dated January g, 1939 you made no remark
about any of the facts which I had menticned in my pre-
vious letter. I would not have wasted Your Excellency'se
time over this case nor the time of the men at the head
of your government at thies eritical moment but the per-
glstent news that these Zionists do not refrain from bring-
ing forth thelr wrong and unjust claim induces me to remind
Your Excellency of the righte of Moglems and Arabs in the

Holy
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Holy Land so that you may prevent thie act of injustice
and that my explanation to Your Excellency may convince
the Americansof the Arabs' righte in Palestine, and that
Americans whom Jewieh Zionism intends to mislead by
propaganda may know the real facts, help the oppressed
Arabﬁ, and crown their present efforts by settlng up
right and justice in all parts of the world.

If we leave aslde the religious animoslity between
Moslems and Jews which dates back to the time when Islam
appeared and which 1s due to the treacherous behavior of
the Jews towarde Moelems and- thelr Prophet, if we leave
aside all this and consider the case of the Jewe from a
purely humanitarian point of view, we would find, ‘as I
mentioned in my previous letter, that Palestlne, as every
human creature who knows that country admits, cannot solve
the Jewish problem. Supposing that the country were sub-
Jected to injustice in all ite forms, that all the Arabs
of Palestine, men, women and children, were killed and
their lands wrested from them and given to the Jews, the
Jewish problem would not be solved and no sufficlent lands
would be avallable for the Jewa. Why, therefore, should
guch an act of inJustice, which is unique in the history
of the human race, be tolerated, seelng that 1t would not
gatisfy the would-be murderers, 1.e., the Jewe?

In
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In my previous letter to Your Excellency I stated
that if we consider thls matter from a humanitarian point
of view, we would find that the small country we call
Palestine was crammed at the beginning of the present
war with nearly 400,000 Jews. At the end of the last
Great War they only constituted 7% of the whole popula-
tion but thie proportion rose before the beginning of
the present war to 29% and 1s etill rising. We do not
know where 1t will stop, but we know that a 1ittle before
the present war the Jews possessed 1,000,332 donams out
of 7,000,000 donams which is the sum total of all the
cultivable land in Palestine.

We do not intend, nor demand, the destruction of
the Jews but we demand that the Arabs should not be
exterminated for the sake of the Jews. The world should

. not be too small to recelve them. In fact, if each of

the Allied countriees would bear one tenth of what Palestine
has borne, 1t would be possible to solve the Jewlsh prob-
lem and the problem of giving them a home to live in. All
that we request at present is that you should help to stop
the flow of migration by finding a place for the Jews to
live in other than Palestine, and by preventing completely
the sale of lands to them. Later on the Allies and Arabs
can look into the matter of assuring the accomodation of

those
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those of the Jews residing in Palestine whom that country
can support provided that they reside quletly and do not
foment trouble between Arabs and the Allles.

In writing thie to Your Excellency I am sure that

you will respond to the appeal of a friend who feels that
you afpraciate friendship as you appreciate right, Justice,
and equity, and who 1s aware that the greatest hope of the
American people is to come out of this world struggle,
rejolcing in the triumph of the principles for which it
is fighting, i.e., to ensure to every people lte freedom
and to grant it ite rights. For i1f--Cod forbid!--the Jews
were to be granted thelr desire, Palestine would forever
remain a hotbed of troubles and dieturbances as in:the
past. This will create difficultles for the Allles in
general and for our friend Great Britain in particular.
In view of their financlal power and learning the Jewa
can stir up enmity between the Arabe and the Allies at
any moment. They have been the cause of many troubles
in the past.

All that we are now anxious for 1s that right and
justice should prevall in the solutlon of the wvarious
problems which will come to light after the war and that
the relations between the Arabs and the Allles should
always be of the best and strongest.

In
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In cloeing, I beg you to accept my moat cordisl

grestlngs.
Written at Our Camp at Roda Ehareem on thls the

25th day of Rabl'Tanl, of the year 1362 Heglra corres-

ponding to April 30, 1943,
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AME-TICAN LEGATION,

CAIRO.
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Your 723, April 7, 10 a.m. 2~
o S ———Gdas FOR THE MINISTER.

Pleasa arrange for the tranamisalon of the folloving

mesgage from the Prealdent to ¥inz Ibn Saud through the
XBISTO
<P * 720

QUOTE The Amerlcan Miniatar, Mr. Kirk, has comnuni-

confidentlal medla ne indicated:

cated to ma Your Maj)esty's evpreaalon of friendship Tor
the United States and asympathy for the United Nations'
cause, which I am most zrateful to recelve. He hae in-
formed me also how Your Majesty has manifested thie
friendablp snd sympathy by remalning silent in regard to
1sgues sffecting the Arab peoples emong whom Your Majealy
1s reversd as a distinguished leader.

In conveying =y eppreclation of Your Majesty's sym-
pathetic understanding and helpful cooperation, I wish
to express =y thorough pgresment with Your MajJesty's con-
gidered opinion that continued silence with respect to

' such matters would prove most helpful to the United Nations

-~

) | O (f
Kebivied, do cesrcteryy od St T:'.n.efi@.”(%"i.
L
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in their bitter struggle to preserve the freedom of man-
xind. MNevertheless, if the interested Arabe and Jews
ghould reach a friendly understanding in regard to
mettere affecting Palestine through thelr own efforts
before the end of the war, such a development would be
highly desirsble. In any case, however, I assure Your
MaJesty that 1t 1s the view of the Government of the
United Statee that no decision altering the basic elitua-
tion of Palestine should be reached without full con-
gultation with both Arabe and Jews.

I take this opportunity to express my best wishes
for Your Majesty's good health and for the well-being of
your people. Franklin D. Roosevelt. UHQUOTE

PRANKLL: D. BJOSEVELT

890F.00/81 Conf. s B 9™ _wd A3
NE:WLP:EML PA/M
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v’\}-‘ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
1} WASHINGTON
August 6. 1943
P,
My dear Mr. President: Hﬁf
I refer to your telegram of May 25;”1943, addressed
'-_______.l'r
to King Ibn Saud regarding the status of Palestine.

The Legation at Jidda has informed the Department
that this meesage was forwerded to the Amir Falgal, Saudl
Arabian Foreign Minister, who transmitted 1t promptly to
King Ibn Saud. The Amir Falsal has requested the Lega-
tion to express to you the King's gratitude for your
friendly communicatlon.

Falt lly yours,
* &0
¥ 2527
X 750

The President,
The White House,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 25, 1943

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

A e e

There is enclosed & copy of a telegram from the
American Minister at Cairo conveying to you an important
confidential message from King Ibn Saud. Expressing his
personal interest, as &an Arab and loslem leader, in the
Arab question, with partiéular reference to Palestine
and Syria, the King states that, although urged to make
representations to this Government respecting FPalestline,
he has refrained from doing so only because of his desire
not to embarrass the United States at this time or to
prejudice the United Nations cause by taking a step
likely to increase Arab-Jewlsh antegonisms. He desires
to ascertain, therefore, whether you approve of his atti-
tude of silence and, if so, whether he will be advised
in advance of any steps of an affirmative character
contemplated by the Government with respect to this
question.

The necessity of replying to the King's message
and of providing him with the assurances which he

requests
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requests 18 emphasized by the receipt of a further
telegram from Mr. Kirk, a copy of which also 1ls en-
closed, stating that the King has delivered to him
for tranemission to you a personal letter regarding
the Palestine question constituting substantielly a
reiteration of the King's views expressed in his pre-
vious oral message delivered by Mr. Kirk and 1n his
letter addressed to you ln 1938.

Accordingly, there is enclosed for your signature,
Af you approve, a message addressed to King Ibn Saud
conveying to ﬁim gubstantially the viewpoint expressed

in the proposed statement on Palestine which you gp-
proved on May 10, 1843. 4y E‘@;{&m

ci

1. Telegram no. 723, April 17, 10 a.m.,
from Calro.

Enclosures:

2. Telegram no. 857, May 10, 5 p.m.,
from Cairo.

3. Draft telegram to Calro.
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This tele-rsm must be Calro
closely peranhriosed bee .
fore being cq:munlcntﬂd Dated Lay 10, 1943

to aayone (il)
flec'd 4L:55 Delme

Secretary of State,
LYeshinrton.

857, Lay 10, 5 ps ms (SECTION CNX)

10T FOR DISTRIBUTICH

L'y 723, April 17, 10 a.m. and Jidda's 40, iay 3,
? De Oe

\ “_ghaikh Youssef Yassine who is now in Cairo
T

en route to Syria has delivered to ze for forvardiag

a sealed mersonal letter from Ilinz Ind Caud to the
Fresident recarding FPalestine gquestlon, tosether with
copy thereof for Legation files of vihich translation has
beerd made to accompany Arablie oripginal.

In peneral, letter constitutes reiteration of Zing's
views as set Torth in oy tele;ram under reference and
his previous letter to iresident in 193C. Following are
principnl points covered:

Cne, Conflcdence of Arcbs in high prinelples of
Allies is beingz shaken by Zlonist atteapts to profit by
stress of war to spread false propasenca in United States

and other Allied countries haoviius as purpose ellainatlion

of
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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of peaceful Arabs in Palestine and replacement by Jews who
have no valid claims on country.

Two. In his letter of lovember 19, 1938 to Fresident,
©ing explained rights of Arabs as contrasted with Jews in
Falestine and dlsastrous consecucnces which would follow
fulfillment of Jewish designs. Xing's remarks were pre-
sumably clear to Iresicdent since latter made no comment
thereon in his reply of January 19, 1939.

Three. King would not importune iresiient bty bringe
ing up matter agein now were it not for reports of renewed
Zionist activity and necessity that tresicent and American
people should xnow facts in crder to avoid a prest in-
Justice to Arabs.

KIRE
x4|80
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This tele~ram cust be Calro
closely jaruphrased be—
fore belny comunicated Dated Lay 10, 1943

to coyone, (5€C) .
Rec'd 7:55 m.m., 12th
Secretery of State

\.ashington

857, Yay 10, 5 . ms (SLCTIUK TWC)

Four., Leaving aside matter of traditiomal animosity
between Jews and Arats and viewlng matter from purely
husanitarien stzndpoint it is obvicus that Jewish problem
cannot be settled ty colonization in Falestine since
country could not absorb sufficient nounber of Jewa even
if all Arabs in country were exterainated. 4As 1t 1s
Jewish population and lend holdings increased tremendously.

Five, EIlimiration of Jews from ralestiine is not
depanded but cerely that fmaicroatlon should te acnpp;d by
finding other refugees for the land, thaot further land
purchases be prohiblted, II each of Allled countrlcs
were prepared to beer one tenth of burden of Falestline
problen could be settled. OSubsequcnt Mlies and Arabs
could dlscusp accommodation in Falestlne of Jews now
resicent there in lirht of absorptive capaclty of country.

Six. Trusts that fresident will respond to this
aspeal of a friend who respects prineciples for which
American pecple cre fizhting because if Jewlish desires
should bte fulfllled in Palestine a percanently disturbed
situation would result which would create difflculties
for the Allies in goneral and Creat iritain in particular.

All
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411 thet le deolred now is the asgurance that right end
Justice will prevail in the sclutlon of post war problens acd
that .rab Allled relations may rennin of the beat.

Criginsl lettor 1s belnz transaltted by raxzt pouch.
I would appreciate advice as when iresident's reply to natter

presented in oy telesranm under refercnce may be expected.

ETRIC
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TELEGRAM HECEIVED

YCH Calro

Thie telegram must be

closely parnphrased be- Dated April 17, 1943
fore being communicated

to anyone. (5C) Rec'd 9:40 p.m.

Secretary of Stale

Washington

723, April 17, 10 a.m. (SECTICH o}ting |

Mﬁm FOR THE SECRETARY AND UNDER
BECRETARY

The greater part of my conversation with Ibn Saud
and his advieors during my vislt at his desert camp
midway between Ayadh and Dehran was confined to seupply
and Lend-Lease matters and to an exchange of cordlalitlies
which this time were especially marked on the pert of
the Saudl Arablans. ©On the dey of my departure, however,
the King eent for me &nd in a privete sudlence ssid there
was o matter which he desired to dlscues with me pereonally
and in strictest confidence and which he would request
that I bring to attention of President. Fe referred, he
erid, to the Arab queation and perticularly to eertaln
aspects thereof 1n respect of Palestine and Syria.

Turning first to Felestine he geld situation there

" was of more concern to him than to any other Arab leader

because Jews had been hostile to Arabs from time of
Prophet Mohamed to present and he, Ibn Saud, as the lead-
ing Arab and Hoslem, therefore, had a speclal interest
in developments in Palestlne whers, because of vast wealth

at
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#723, April 17, 10 a.m. (SECTION OHE) from Cairo

st their dlsposal and their influence in Britain and

the United States Jews were steadily encroaching on Arabe.
I this trend was allowed to continue 1t could only be
expected thet Jewish-Arab conflict would become more
acute, which would be deplorable from Arab otandpoint

and would also cut across Allled war effort.

Recently he had heard of representations in respect
of Fnlestine made to American Government by Egyptlans
and certain Arabs had urged him to do llkevisge, but he
had hitherto refused for followlng twWo reasons:

One. He had msde hie views on subject known to
Freaident on £ previous occesion and had received
Fregldent'e reply.

Two. FKe did pot want to do anything at present
time which would cause difficulty to United States at a
time when it needed tc devote its undivided attention to
prosecution of war. Thus should he write the Frealdent
and receive a reply favorable tc Arabe, Jewlsh antagonisms
would develop and, should reply be favorable to Jews or
no reply at all made, aArsbs dissatisfaction would be
aroussd. Were 1t not for these considerations arising
out of war he would feel obligated to act, but under
existing circumstances his sympathy for the United Nations'
cause and his frlendship for the United States hnd led
him to conclude that it would be preferable to remain ellent.

Although
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ilthough Palestine recelved the-chlef emphasis the
King also referred to question of Syria end sald 3yrlans
were his friends and independence of country was of
great personal concern to him. He had noted in thls con-
nection the announced intention of the Allles to glve
Syris complete indspendence and he felt he muat belleve
in their sense of Juatice and fidelity to their glven
word. In thils case, like that of Paleetine, he had
desired, thersfore, to maintaln silence in order to
avold causirg embarrasement to Allles.

In adopting this volicy of silence, however, he
sald that 1t was obvioua that he, as the leadlng Arab
gnd Moslem, would be placed In a difficult poalti::m ir
the American Government should respond favorably to the
overtures of others since 1t might be made to appear that
his sillence had been motiveted by lack of interest on his
part, wWwhereas the contrary was the case. He, therefore,
wished to be advlised whether President concurred in hls
views regarding the malntenance of silence for the time
being. Should such not be the case, he had certaln plans
for action clearly in mind. On the other hand, should
Fresident agree, he would sppreciate being so advieed and
at same time recelving an aseurance that he would be in-
formed in advance of any affirmative steps which American
Government might contemplate taking in response to

overtures
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overtures by other Arub persons or Agencles in order that
he might conslder posulble adjustments in his policy.
Since his own decision in matter had been taken in defer-
ence to our vital interests has hoped he could count en

our being equally undaratanding of his position,

KIRK

NFL

(3ection Two appears on Tfollowing page)
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FMH Calro

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased he- Dated April 17, 1943
fore being conomunicated

to anyone. (5C) Rec'd 4 p.m.

Secreiery of 3tate

Vaehington

723, April 17, 10 a.z. (SECTION TWO)
Turning from specific guestion of Syria and Falestlne,

King sald he had heard indirectly of recent propossl to
eall Arab conference but that he had not been approached
by sponsors of idea who had apparently been gulded hy

i knowledge of his poliey of not desiring to do anything
to make trouble for Allles., Wwhether he was or was not
invited in thie particular lnstance was a matter of rela-
tive indifference to him because he knew full well that
no bona fide Aral conference could schleve sny irportant
repults without his particlpation. He was, however, con-
uurquﬁ by the fact that much of this present Pan Arab
agitation emanated from Iraq and had as its ultimate
purpose the extension of Hashemite power. Ibn Saud
emphesized that he had no personal terrlitorisl asmbitlons
outelide his own country but merely wiched to see Syrla
and Palestine pttaln indlvidual independence and take
their place along side Saudi Arabla and Iraq in a balanced
comity of Arab states; in other words Syria for the Zyrlens,
Paleotine for the Palestinlans, et cetera. There wvas,

however,
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however, strong indication (mentioning Furl Abdul Illah
end Abdullsh by name) that an effort wna belng made to
uge Fan Arabisu as & means for formation of Iraq, Falea-
tine and Syria into & Hashemite Lloc. Such a development
he could only viev with gravest apnrehension in view of
troditicnal hostility of Hashemites to House of Ssud and
King trusted Allies would not countenance materialization
of such a serious threat to Seudi Arabla.

In concluaion King stressed corfidential nature of
his observations ~nd asked that they be revealed to no
one not even the British although latter were cognizant
of his general views. Ha also recueated that any reoly
of President to gueatlion regarding his present policy of
sllence in respect of Feleatine end Svrie should be trene-
mitted only to Frince Faiesl or Shalkh Youseef Ynseline.
King referred on several occaslone in couree of his remsrks
to friendly private and official relatlons which had so
happlly develcoped between Seudl Arable end United Stntes
and sugpested that American intereste in Spudl Arabla
vers such as %o Justify 1%e occupying e special place in
the formulation of Ameri can poliey in Niear Ensat.

In transcitting this wessage from Ibn Saud for the
Presldent, it 1s difficult if not imposaible without incur-
ring the criticlsma of hyperbole or even emotlonallsus,

adequately
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-3- 723, 10 a.m., april 17 (SECTION TWO) from Cairo

sdequately to reflect the sincerity of the King and hie
profound conviction in the virtue of hia own Judgaert.
He is siople, honest and deciszive and these qualities
transcend the limited foruula of hia specizl experlence.
He believes that we are his friends and to him friendship
bespesks comnlete confidence. Compromice 1s inadmissible.
He trulv feels that his problems nre ours and ours are
his and in glving this mesaage for the President, he con-
firmed throushout an absolute falth in the Justica of the
democracies and a conviction that the order which 1s to
follow their victory will justify that falth.

(EHD OF ME33AGT)

KIRK
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE F"r
WASHINGTON I

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

With reference to the President's memorandum of
February 5th addressed to the Under Secretary, Colonel
Wgh&iu—u‘rived in Washington this morning end
/E the -Statler Hotel.

# . Will you be good enough to check vith
and let me ¥now when he desires to see Colonel Belgbeder?
! In this connection will you also let me know whether the
President wants to see Colonel Beigbeder alone or to

have him accompanied by the Spanish Ambassador.

Eedrggﬁ%. Summerlin ks

the President

P Fis
Swaaerlin advises that Colonel Juan Beigbed
a5 arrived in Washington. He is the Sgn:izgd
about whou Ambassador Hayes wrote you (His lp
. gunziueﬂtiil 12;:er attached). You wrote 2 £h
L *  Bumner Welles t you wanted T
when he arrived. ¥= o
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By

Personal anieSu D I Madrid, January 21, 1943.

Dear Mr,. President:

The "Peninsular Campaign" procaeds fairly well.
Our only set-backs during the past month have been:
(1) Franco's message to Hitler wishing him success
against Communism, (2) a slight increase of Aixis pro-
paganda in the Spanish press, and (3) the present cer-
emonial visit of the Secretury of the Falangist Farty,
Sefior Arrese, to Berlin.

But these are not taken too seriously by the gen-
eral run of 3paniards, and on the other hand there are
some substantial gains for us: (1) the formation of
the "Iberian Block", followed by the recent publication
of a 3panish "red book" about it, which is currently
called "Spain's Declaration of Independence from the
Axis"; (2) the instructions of the Foreign Office to
its agents throughout the Americas to have nothing to
do with Falangist organizations or activities; (3] Count
Jordana's latest assurance that he has told Germany that
if its forces attempt to enter 3pain Spain will resist;
(L) the recall of the German and Italian ambassadors,
the former "in disgrace" for his "failure"; (5) the ob-
vious satisfaction of both the Foreign O0ffice and the
non-Falangist press with the cordial call of our General
Patton on General Orgaz in Spanish Morocco; (6) the prom-
inent and extensive publicity given throughout Spain to
your great message to the Congress; and (7) the recent
steps taken by the Government here, the result, at lsast
in large part, of our promptings, to improve conditions
in ¥iranda and the other prisons and concentration camps

and

The FPresident,
The White House.

Y T

AdL

%5, ZLLt Woaky Way T
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and to release numerous categories of refugees and in-
ternees, e have just boen enabled, for example, to ob-
tain the release of some "interned" American aviators and
to transport them to Glbraltar. In connection with the
general refugee problem, I am eagerly awaiting the arrival
of the promised representatives of the imerican Red Cross.

The recall of the German ambassador, von Stohrer, who
had been here since 1940, was the result, I am told, of
Hitler's violent denunciation of his "weakness", The new
ambassador, von Moltke, is a nominal Catholic with eight
children! I have only two!

One of the most interesting Spaniards I have met is
Colonel Juan Beigbeder, who will leave shortly by clipper
for the United States., He is very "Latin" -- impulsive
and voluble, -- a good soldier, and a very good friend of
ours and of the British. In 1939-40, before the meteoric
rise (and descent) of Serrano Sufier, he was Foreign linis-
ter and helped to deter Franco from imitating Mussolini's
example and plunging into the war on the side of Germany.
Indeed he somewhat scandalized Franco by openly describing
Hitler as "Antichrist". He is a devoted Catholic and lon-
archist and he hates the Falange.

Moreover, Beigbeder knows a vast deal about North
africa and has a large following among the loroccan tribes-
men. He was High Commissionsr of Spanish Morocco for sev-
eral years, and in addition to learning Arabic (which he
speaks fluently) he has personally explored all the lands
from Tangier to Cairo.

He now pgoes to America as & special military observer
for the Vlar Minister, Generasl Asensio. The lattar can't
fully believe what our radios and our Madrid Embassy tell
him about our gigantiec war production and determination,
end he wants Belgbeder to find out if we aren't "bluffing"
a4 bit, Beigbeder expects to be in the States during Feb-
ruery &nd March and to be able, through his reports, to
overcome Asensio's doubts.

Belgbeder warns us that he is loyal to the present
Spanish régime -- so long as it stays out of the war --
and that he should not be given any secret or confidential
information about our war-plans. He adds, however, that,
in the highly improbable event of Franco's letting the
Cermans come into Spain or failing to resist them vigor-
ously, he will lead a revolt here and in Spanish Morocceo
and will jolin forces with us, A very entertaining man!

With
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with cordial greetings,

Faithfully yours,

\K ; | Gt o

X ¥EVE
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February 27, 1943. DTCLASSIFIED
By Deputy ArchiVist of tho U.§,

TUE PRESIVEHT

t By ¥. J. Btewart Dato

e —
You will probably recall that sbout & year ago a fAr, ‘.zlter

G. :o85 puve e a zap that had been torn froa o bLll post oourd
x?:ﬁfjﬂuriu, ant wiiei interested you very auch as it wus un appeal

0 the opaniards to side with the Gerasns. The sa.e .Ir. H0ss ;

ciuac in Saturday to see ue¢, as he wos uisturbed by rcuuinp 1o

4 wpaniun newspaper that the President had recelived colosel

Juan Oeigbeder. r— -

o
Ar. noss wos Acting Military Attacne in Lisben wurlng

tha ilust war., e has &luso lived in Spain for a long ctlae, lle

is furtuer vouched for by wy old clasuaate, Colonel solert

Plotcner, Tovwer dilitary Attiche at <udrid.

—_—

ilr. Hoss left with 4o & celling card bearing the Dull naze .

of Colonel Belgbeder, wileh is "Juun Beigbecer ﬂtiﬂﬂﬂﬂ".ﬂifhz ;—{)
e B el

Vhon iloss was in opain Colouel Beigbeder wos Foreign Jin-
ister, having recceivea tuls apointacnt froa Franco wien e 100K
over in Jdaudria. It is dr. Foss's opinlon that at that tliue
Beipboaer was working wizh the Gerasns. Before his apgolilaens
as forelgn Mdluister Heigbeder was la cuoarge ol troops in Lorth
Africa, Spanish dorocco, and accordlug teo hoss, the Colonel
probably #nows aore about Lorth Africa taan any otuer aan.

When asked vt e could tell ne coacernding colonel
Belgbocer's bucggrounu, Mdr. 0SS ascerted nls grentsest vead isgs
wes wouen, anu it wus becuuse ol tuls tact ne vwas returned Lo
lorth Africe by Franco. iioss statec tiat whlle Foreign Adlnister,
Belgobouer lived with a beautiful Zaglich pirl aaled swsadtac
Fox, whoa the Gera.ns clualned was a British spy. Lhe berouns
fluully compelled Franco to force hior to leave the couniry oac
siue went to Jortugal. Two wodks later, cerranc cuner, wiin wiom
Deigbeder had many {'ights, gorsuadec Frunco to scud Colonel
Beigbeder back to Horth Africa.

Yr. 083 explafned that he understoowe that Colonel
Beigbeder «id not code to the United otites tarou,.a tae spunish
Azbussacor, but was sent Luerce by Franco. foss feae LT o4
1@ wes Laele 45 & private cltizew we should KNow kls bac.,round,
us ne, aoss, [felt Deigbeder woulu give to the Geruuns any

X422,
# a0
X #L78



inforiaation he received in tils countiry. foss says that when
ne wnew hin in Spain us Forcign Winister, Beigbecer very
derinitely fuvored tne Gerzan Eibussy.

vhen I told this inforaution to the Chilef of the Spanish
Lesk in tne State Departsent, ne sula tnut he alen't apree
with 4r, :toss, as he thouplt srobubly Hoss was exapperating
Lue Colonel's German pronlivities. ilowever, ay cleusuace
Colouel Iletcher, insista cnat Le would believe anything thet
koss sald as he, loss, was intensely patriotic. but, of course,
he wipilt wake an error in judgaent.

JOPINE '
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: By Demuir Archivins W

By W. J. Etewart Lato

U.5,

darch 10, 1943.

LiLd0iadilUad FOR Tild UNDER SECIWLTArY OF STATL:
At the direction of the Presivent I am
forwarding to you herewith, confidential

aeworandun coucerning Colonel Juan Eeigbeder.

eDUIN d. GATSON
Secretary to the FPresicent.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to ' ! March 18. 1943
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My dear Ceneral Watson:

I have received your memorandum of March 10, 1943
in regard to Colonel Juan Belgbeder Atlenza.

At the time when Colonel Beigbeder was Foreipgn
Minister of Spain, he had inevitably to transact buslness
with the Germans. I think you will agree that this need
not necessarily reflect a pro-German bias. In fact it
18 our information that while in office as Foreign Min-
i1ster the subject was reputedly pro-British, and 1t was
popularly believed in Spain that his dismissal from
office was brought about principally by & too active
contact with the British Embasasy.

The Department has no informatlion concerning a
connection with Yiss Rosamond Fox. If this story 1s
true the behavior attributed to the Germans and Serrano
Sufier would scarcely tend to endear them to him.

It apoears to be correct that Colonel Beigbeder did
not come to the United States through the Spanish An-
bassador, but that the Spanish VWer linister, rather than
General Franco, arranged his present misslon.

Colonel Beigbeder haes stated voluntarily that he
will feel it his duty toward the War Minister to report
what he sees in this country, and has asked that care

be

Major General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.
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be taken not to show him anything we should not like
to be communicated to our enemles. He has explained
that this does not signify any doubts respectling the
War Minister himself, but an uncertainty in his own
mind respecting the loyalty of certain subordinates
in the ¥War Ministry.

In view of the above, I do not feel that the report
of Mr. Foss is eatirely Jjustifiled.

ely yours,

E
(/o 7 a-\\r[/i”gf
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.y dear !r. Presldent: e L o T
it r‘L!‘u{..-'Ltv“
You will recall last Cctober your insistence that ™
an Acerlcan mission should Co to the liear tast to assist %

the cause of the United lLiations by tuking advantage of
the goodawill that exists for the United States in that
area. The finsl azreement with the lritish was for

Lieutenant Colonel Horold L. EHoskins, #A.U..., 8unc one

officer to muke a survey trip. 2

Colonel Fosi-ire has now returned after three cnd
one=half conths in which Le visited all of the llear
Last and lLorth Africa.

During the course of hls vislt he saw aund talked
to britieh, French, &nd American military and political
officials, and to a large number of the leading Arab

L3
and Jewlsh officlals and prominent persons in that area.

A copy
The Iresldent,

The ‘. hite liouse.

R

X447 ¢
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A copy of his report 1s attached.

I believe that at least the summary warrants your
careful reading. I also trust I may have your approval
for further efforts along the lines indicated and for
the wording of the proposed United Nations' declaration
attaohed hereto, which, if you concur, we could first
discuss with the Eritish and subsequently with other

United Nations.
Falthfully yours,

Cerdell mm11
Enclosures: X
l. Summary of Colonel Hoskinas!
report on the llear Zast.

2. Froposed United Hations!
declaration.

AT
X4788"
X 740
A 76~
X 47y
A Yiq5—
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SUMMARY OF LIEUTENANT COLOKEL HOSKINS' REPORT ON THE NEAR EAST

Part I gives the outstanding facts developed in the course i

of hia three and one-half months' trip through the Near East and
North Africa and may be summarized as follows:

(1) The moat important and most serious fact is the
danger that, unless definite steps are tasken to prevent
it, there may be a renewed cutbreak of fighting between
Arabs and Jews in Palestine before the end of the war and
perhaps even durlng the next few months. BSuch fighting in
Palestline 1s almost certaln to lead to the massacre of Jewe
living in the nelghboring states of Iraoc and Syrla as well
as in other places ln the Near East,

The tension 1s growlng steadlly and as a result
the Arabs are likely to be goaded, as thelr only effective
means of protest, into breaking the informal truce which has
exlated in Palestine since the outbreak of the war in 1839,
The Arabs feel that the Zionists, by continuing a world-
wide prcpaganda for a Jewlsh Etate in Palestine, have not
kept thelr part of the bargain. There ls therefore in the
minds of the Arabs & growlng fear that, unless they do some-
thing, they will be faced, when the war 1s over, with a deci-
slon already taken by the Great Fowers to turn Palestine
over to the Jews, Thls fear 1a, of course, one on which
Axle propagenda to thle area has constantly and effectively

harped.

(2) The Jews feel that with thelr inecressed numbers
and with thelr increcsed stocks of arme they cen more than
hold thelr own in actual flghting with Palestinlan frabe.
However, from previous experience the Jews realize that,
whenever sericus fighting with the Arabs sterts in Pales-
tine, maselstance from neighboring Arab states willl agsin
pour in. It is this increased opposition that the Zlonlets
admit they probably éo not have the power to overcome with-
out ocutsicde assistance from British or British and American
militery forces.

(3) There 18 an ever-present Arab fear of Americen
support for polltlcal Zlonlem wlth 1ts proposed Jewlish State
and Jewilsh Army in Palestine. This is now extending to the
further feer of American supoort for the penetration of
Jewlsh veople lnto Syrla and other nelghboring Arab areas,
once Palestine has been fully pcpulated.

{4) There 1s also a growlng Syrisn fear of American
eupport for, or at least acaulescence in, a continuation
of French control in Syrias after this war i1s over. The
Syrlane remecber thet, after the last war and deeplte an

overwhelming
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overwhelming preference for the United States snd specifle
objection-to France, the mendates for Syria and Lebanon
were nevertheless glven to France.

In fact, the fear that alresdy haunts all of the
Near East is that at the end of the present World War the
United States may sgain return to 1lsolationism. Even today
this ie the cause of such worry that reference ls made to
1t in almost every conversation held with private or offli-
cial individusale.

(§) Tension and difficulties with the Arabe in North
Africa have slready been reported to the Wer Department by
General Eisenhower. The unenthusiastic, and in some places
uncooperative, attitude of the North Africsn Arab popula-
tions reflects hostile propaganda that has claimed that
American succeesses in North Africa would ald the Jewlsh
cauee 1n Palestine,

Obviously the security of Amerlcan or United
Nations troops in the Arab or Moslem world has not yet
reached a critical stage. But the eituation is definitely
unhealthy. The experiences of Britigsh troops during thelr
retreat in Burma are a grave and recent werning of the
serious effects that 2 hostile, rather than friendly,

native population can have on our military operaticns.

(6) Since Zionlist propaganda in the United States le
much greater than corresponding Arab pressure, it le impor-
tant for the American people to realize that, in the Moslem
world, Arab feelings remain uncompromieingly ageinet the
acceptance of a political Zionlst State in Palestlne.

It should be very clear to the American people,
therefore, that only by millitary force cen a Zionlist State
in Palestine be imposed upcn the Arabs.

Part II notes scme of the effects of the Arab-Jew confllct 1in
Palestine on the United States.

Our domestic disunity 1s aggravated by dlssension
among American citizens of various forelgn born groups and
increasing conflicts among various Jewlieh groups, as wall
as increasing anti-Semitlsm. ’

An unfortunate effect for the Jews themeelves has
resulted from mixing together two problems that ghould be
kept auite separate. Support for all-out ald to persecuted
Jews in Europe, on which there can be no differcnce of

opinlion
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opinion, should not be diminished by tying 1t up with the
extremely controverslal proposal to eatablish a Jewlsh
political state 1in Palestine.

Part III1 suggests & speciflc step toward winning wartime support
for our United Nations' cause of the 60 million Arabs in North Africa

and the Near East.

(1) By the issuance now of a brlef gtatement by the
United Natlons (or at lesst by the four major powers) glv-
ing assurances regarding the procedure that will be followed
in srriving at a post-war settlement of Pslestipe. Such a
statement need only restate as officlel policy of the United
Nations, in regard to Palestine what the United States,
Great Britain, and their Allles heve glready announced as
their genersl pollcy 1n regard to terrltorial problems
everywhere. This assurence can be very brief and need
only consist of two points: (1) that no final declslons
regarding Palestine will be taken until after the war;

(2) that any post-war declsions will Dbe taken only after
full consultation with both Arsbe and Jews.

A statement along theee lines lesued as soon as
possible would go far to relieve existing tension 1in the
Near East and would, in the opinlon of officials in that
area, be the milltary egulvelent of at least geveral extra
divisions of troops.

Part IV outlines a post-war solution.

The existing population of cne million Arabs and one-
half million Jews in Palestine ie not to be moved and la %o
form a bi-nationsl state within a proposed Levant Federa-
tion. This independent Levant Federatlon would be formed
by the re-uniting of Lebanon, Syria, Palestine and Trans-
Jordan that, prior to thelr dlsmemberment after the last
war, had for years been one natursl economlic and political
unit. The Holy Placee, including Jerusalem, Jaffa and
Bethlehem, are to be an enclave under United Netions' con-
trol. The cession of some speclific territory other than
Palestine for a Jewish State is proposed -- possibly northern
Cirenalca, which is now wvirtually uninhablted.

The Jewlsh refugee problem 1s met to the extent that,
under the propoeed plan, the Jews could put another half
million in Palestine so as to reach parity with the Arabs
and up to a half million Jews in northern Cirenalca.
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