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HE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

February 7, 1944. 

».J:;;iO!t..NDU:.t ~·vii 

ADt!IItHL IJ::JJIY: 

1(. '*'" 
Will you speak t o o e about 

this t o::or ro11? 

P.D. R. 

·- -~··--
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JAN 271944 

la repl J ••~~• to 
VE ?40 . 00112 ~urope~n ~AP 

1 5139/11&62 

.. . - --

•1 dear A4.tral ~&btl 

Propoe,la t or relief tte41ng or t he po~ul~tlone, 

parUoulnr l J vol'ten •nd chllc!nn, ln cert, l n or \'ht 

l>ur.>pelln occupied an~>t oonunut to be ;:n \ torv,o l'4 

&ftd Certaln of t~t 8J)OIIt0Pt of t ht st Y~rloua pltnt 

continue to pre•• ~· tor teeor~blt oonnld•rntl on ot 

their plena. Lftat rn11 moat o r th•~• 1nd lv14uela nn4 

agencltt lal~ t htlr prosr~a• bator• • aubcc~ltte• o r 

t he Cou1tHt of rore11n fe lA U one or t he !;~noh. 

The hatl110117 of t he .. ,.l'loua people Vr l'l prenn t ed 

1n eu;~port or s~na tt ,,.,olutlon l eY.>. Cne or the out­

atllnding are;umente uud ln tt•h conneotlon h th! t , 

reh tln;t to the rel1er reedi ng nov - o1n~t on 1n Cruce, 

lt btlnR pointed out t~~t t hla r tllar 1• ln rnct belr~ 

dletrlbute4 to t he Creek people and ir. not contrlbutlnq 

to the v~r errort or our eneQ!ta. I believe t h ta •t~t•­

aent on the pert o r the v~rtoue lntwr~eted people 1• 

oorreot . Ir " alllll~r d l otribution coul d be c orr1e4 out 

tn oth~r Oerean-ooouplt4 11re~• vtthout t:eneru to the 

tntiiJ I "10 l ncl l n•d to reel tl;.• t eoae rev1 s1on o r the 

preecnt blookede pollo;r a1t.ht be cona1~~red. Jn t hle 

oonneotlon I hnve ln alnd : he deplornble cond1tlona 

vb1oh nrt l i kely to exl ~t ln theA• nrvAo ~t ~~• t1~e or 

llber .. u on ""4 1 101100 h"'' ln m1nc1 t he :uotnltude or t he 

Job v~1ch v1ll confront u• 1n shlpplQR Pd.o~unte rallet 

l'n4 t ood au~pli~e . lnto t hese "rer e lm~cdlately •ft~r 

t ht1r llboratlon. I 1 l~ht ~4d t~at t he t yoe or reller 

«ooc!a vll1oh I voul4 h~~~ 1n ~1nd 1t fl l ~terent tro~ thos e 

env1eage4 ln t he propo,,.l r eoan&l J sa4t bJ Lord. Salborne. 

111 t hh oo:tnaoU on I llaee r aod•ad your letter or 
Jenul'lr1 12, 1944 • nd ~~rn v1th 10u th• t ,.,, ehould no t 

teke t ba r lak or l noreaelng t he ene~y'e powere ot 
redetance 

A4~ral Wi l l l&a D. L•ebJ, 
Chler or ~tsrf to t he C01~AD4er in Chter 

ot t he Ar111 •n4 ~~•1• 
The Whl ~• Boue e. 
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re111tanoe bJ a1ndln« 1n aeed1 and eQuipment 
4e•1~ned to 1noreaRe produot1on w1th1n the ereae 
1n c.ue~;tlo!\. ':here could pr .. uubl7 be no control 
over puoh A pro~am, while on the baa1e or the Ureek 
exper1~ent 1t would appear poae1ble to exerolee 
adequate control. 

1 voul4 apprealate hRvlng the ¥1ewe or the 
Join~ Chhte or e tt.rr on the 111111c,.r:v Aepeot• or 
the 11tuntlon were a progra• Along the 11ne1 or that 
1n operation 1n Ure1oe to be adop•ed for u~e 1n Selg1um, 
frpnoe and ?Oec1bly NorvaJ whe~e need for relief ~ 
women and oh1ldren •••~• to be tepealallJ aoute. 

. . ..... . ,. ; 

··-· • • • ~ . t.. • • 
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DEPARTM E NT 0~ STATE 
WABHINOTON 

January 26, 1944 

!.IE!.(ORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

The Department has recently r eviewed in detail 

the question of feeding certain gr oups of the po~ula­

tion of Axis-occuyied Europe, especially children in 

countries such as Belgium, northern Frnnce and pos­

sibly Norway. 1'/e feel' the need is so great that the 

blockade policy should be amended t~ permit such an 

operation properly controlled so tha t the eneay ~!ill 

not benefit. Further, we thinlc , U!lder present con-

ditions, the case might be based on milito.ry grounds 

and that if it could be based on military grounds the 

British ITould be more apt to concur . 

Hence, I have addressed a letter to Admiral Leahy, 

r aising the iszue in that li&ht, for considera tion by 

the J oint Chiefs of St aff. A copy is enclosed for --
·your infom.ation. Our thought is that if they should 

approve the question could then be presented to the 

!)! CLASSIF:rtll 
State Dept. a t tar, l~U•~ •. 

ll$\'\\' patfEB 11J.972 

·- ~- -----;..::-:.:.--
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Combined Chiefs of Staff and f inally be directed to 

the Bl'itish through that military channel. 

I wanted you to have this information in vie;·, 

of the Re~olut1on on this subject now pending 1n 

Congress . 

Enclosure: 

To Admiral Leahy. 

DXCLASSIFIED 
Stnto Dept. letter, 1-11-72 

a115\l\' DatfEB 111972 

• 
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/ / COI CBIUIINO ~ FOR EUROPB'S CBIU>llEII t. 

Pob. 1, li44 

Report ot the Exoout1Yo Soorotar,r ot Food Por Froedoa, lno, 
l~~ ( ·• 

l 
~.3~ f ' ~Pf'r.t.J 

.u tho • "Cc•otlon or tile Cbair"IIAD, lito. Dwlsh' w. llorrow, late 1D Deonber . 

li4~, lnqulrioo wore bocun by Pood For Froodoa to dotoraino what pooi\ion 
Food For Froodoa ohould talco about tho u DdiDS ot food to Europe' • ohUdron 

thro"Ch the blook&do, 

!he t ollowins are ... DS the poroou who wore ooullltoda 

hill 1!, Appleby, 11Ddor•8ooretary ot Afrlolll \ure 
Dewey Andoroon, Di rootor ot Oporatlou , ONRR4 
Dr , llurray R. Benodiot , Food .Ad Til or , Lend-Loaoe 
Dr , John C&DDlDS, AuiotSJit to Direotor,. War Pood Dlotrlbution 

Dr , llarcarot llead , lational Roooaroh Counoil 
Dr, ll, II. Iebon, (V\tanlD lbtport ot Aaerloan lledioal Aaoooiatlon) 

Chlot or Food and Dr"' DiTitlon ot Dept, Agr1. 
Dr, ll'l.lllu Solualdt, Coullltant tor UIIRR4 (Child l'ood.ins and Boalth) 
lit, Arthur Rlnsland, Conellltant, tho Protldon\1 t War Rollot Control 

Board. 
Mr . loy Voaoh, Dopartaont ot State, attaohod to UNRRA 
... • Graoo I.owry. toraor ... bar or Auric an Friend• I SorTloo 

Cooaittoo 1D ~anoo and Spain 
Ool , Harold £. Roundo , Roproe ontatiYt ot Chief or Statt on Polioy, 

CiTllian Supplioe, U. 8, ~ 
llleo llary Craie lloGaaohoy, loprooontati•• ot tho Britieh lllniotry 

ot Boonoaio 17artare 
lit. G'Q' !horold, CounoUlor ot tho Brltbh l!abatey 
111'. J , B. OorTln, Roproeontati•o ot Sir Lelth-Rooo ot UNRR1 
111', ~ank L, lloDo"Call, ot Auotralla 
Dr, llobn, ot Swodon, who ouporTiood arrang .. onto tol' rolht 1D 

Oroooo tor tho International Red Croat 
Dzo, Carl llY&Dc, Surcoon Gonoral ot llorway 
Dr, I. J. Bipood, ot Belcin (toraorly Loacuo ot Jatiou S.oretariat) 

Bon, Robert Woodo Blioa, Coneultant , Dopartaont of State, wae intor.td 
ot thlo inquil'l', 

It boo ... oloar at ODOI that tho proP&Canda of tho r-porar.r CounoU tor 

Food tor Europe' • Children oontainod aitloadiDS and apparently intentionally 

dletortod etat omonte, that tble wao arouoinc unjuetltiod antaconioa toward• 
£ncland , that it wao oroatinc a oituation whioh would benefit tho Gozoman Go•­
orD&tnt and omberraoo our Go•ornmont 1D &DY pooeiblo oubeoquout nocotiationo , 

that it aight well be loadiDS to taloo bopoo on tho part ot tho so•orucento­

in-Exilo , that it wao diooreditlnc plano tor relief to wbioh our co•ornaont 
it ooamlttod, and tiDally, that thio oituation cannot bo lapro•ed by a public 

etatomont by any outoido aconoy ouob ao Food For Froodoa but only by an author1-

tati•o otatomont by ouzo GoYornmont . 

fo that ODd, Food For Froodoa requootod an appointaent tor llro . llorrCIW and 

llro, Leach t o brine tbi.o aattor to tho attention ot t he Soorotary ot Stato. 
lit, Cordell Bull, duo to proooure ot other dutioo , • uccootod that thoy obould 

.xplain tho matter to hit aeoiot&Dt, llr. Adolph Borl o. The att ached otatomont 

wao t horotoro prepared and wu eu.bm.i ttod by 14ro. llorrow and Mro, Leaoh on J..,.,. 
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u.ry :$lot. liT. Borlo uoMCI •••1 slad that Pood For Fr11doa toot tho ot&D4 
thoroin oxprooood roquoltinr a ooneiderod opinion troa our Govoraaent, 

Publto teoliDC hal boon worked up on thil 1ubjoot by hishly oaotional ap­
peall on boh&lt ot thooo oh1ldron, SolU ot tho pooplo backins thio drho aro 
woll known tor their nou-oooporati•• attitude towardo tho A4a1Diotratiou , tor 
ioolationioa &Del 1\ol' &Dt1-Br1ttoh oauttaont , £ croat Dl80bor ot thou •upportins 
thto plan, howOYor , aro oDI¥ iapellod by conutno oyapethy tor tho ooriouo UDdor ­
nourioha6Dt ot obilc!ron in Europo. fho Exoouti•o Co~il ot tho £. r. ot L. 
adopted ll doolaratioD OD Jallll&l'y a?th urcins tho GoTOMIIIODt to appro ... ot uDc!-
l..nr tooc! to th.o obildron in 11 .. 1-oooupied oountrioo . Wo woro tnto .... d that 
IR-100 uoaniaouoly appro•ed by tho Foroicn Rolationo Co..t ttoo ot tho SoA&to, 
will be aovod on tho floor ot tho Senate thil •••inc wool<, It tho roaoono tor 
witbboldinc roliot ao ci•on by variouo authoritioo oonoultod aro valid, thon tho 
Amorioan publio ohould bo oo intorud without do lay. 

fo Uluotrato tho ooaploxity of thio probloa, tho tollowins detail ooaamto 
aro CiT&U t 

fbo blootado wu Groat Britain'• onlJ' ort~n~ivo woapon durtnr tbo 
darteot period ot tho war, s .... pooplo in tho United Statoo uoa 
to boliove that t hio ooonoaio blookado to now not ... .,. iaportant 
in bolpinc to win tho war , The tact that eloYOD Genllllll dlltroyero 
wor o rooently oont out to try to protoot ono blockade runner at 
tho vory tiao that the "Soharnhoret• wao riokod without dootroyor , 
oooort , wbioh ai&ht well havo oavod hor, io proof of tho oeriouo­
nooo to tho Gol'lllllll ot tho blookado. Thto applioo to opootal 
aato.rialo nooded bJ' Goraan induotry aoro than to tood oupplioo, 

a ... roprooontativoo ot tho govoraaonto-in-Exilo ha•o oxprooood t ho 
opinion that, whtlo total blockade wao noooooary earlior , tho 
otroncth of tho uu .. 1o now ouch that creator adT&Dtaceo atcht 
aoor11o by aoro dott &D4 varied uoo ot thi o woapon aDd oonooquont.ly 
favor oontrollod or liaitod brookinc at the blookado to brine food 
to uoderno11riohod ohilc!ren. In tho tirot WOrld War the blookac!o of 
tood helpod to dotoat Go~. In tbio war, that part ot tho blook­
ado fN1!1 woll bo hurt inc our f r hndo •oro than our enemioo, 'll'o aro 
intormod by reliable oouroeo that t hl loadoro ot tho undor sround 
( opoakinc tor tbo rllDk and filo whooo ohi ldroo are the moat atteoted) 
ill Boll&D4, Bllciua &D4 Franoo, do DOt t&Tor thio relaxation. 
Diotribution wollld ha•o to bo mado throuch thooe local orcanicationo 
wbiob tho Naoi authoritioo appro~od , fho lntornationol Rod Crooo 
wollld only provido peroonnol for ouporT11ion (in Creeoo about fifteen 
Swiao aDd Swodhb ortioiala auporviu tho wort ot a Greok ltatf ot 
12.000 tor t hia rollot dietribution) . fhorotoro a oyotoa to eot up 
diatribuUon of toad lor tho11 children atr;ht woll otroncthon olu.onta 
ill thooo oountrieo ~hicb are hootilo to tho liberation mov_.ont. 

b) Concerninc tho oooond tronto 

I t h moot unlll<oly that thou nocotiationo &Dd the actual arranco­
aonto tor purohaoinc oupplioo and ohippinc thio food could poeoibly 
bo oonplotod boforo the ant1cipata4 opontnc or the ooeoDd front. 
It thoy could bo, tho preaenee or any of t hooo iotornot1o111l relief 
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./ ohipo at that ti .. in any of tho porto likely to be attacked 
would be an oa'bo.rraooamt to tho .Uliod llilltary OOI:Sl&Dd and 
would thoro~ Lntorforo with the prooooution ot tho war . 

o) ConoorniQS nogotiationo with Gormanyo 

~ arranc ... nto tor thio toodiDC Would Docoooitato nosotiatiODI 
on tho part ot tho .boric an and Bri thh Gonl'lllllnto throuch a 
neutral power with tho proaent ll&&i roct.o. In tbio prou11 tho 
Gorman Government io likely to i noiot on arr&QS..-nto to their 
advantaso to tho oxtont that thoy tool tho Aaor1oan &Dd Britl oh 
Govorn&onto aro aotiuc in thio matter due to widooproad public 
pre11uro. For in.tanoe , when oue more Swedi1h ab1p ••• allowed 
out ot tho Boltic by tho Germano tor Greek roliot thio month, 
tho Allied Govornconto woro obligod to turn over ono ot our 
nry auoh naodod ao.roh&Dt nooolo to tho Intornational Rod Crooo. 
It 1o i&probo.blo that tho Gornan Gon .r=ent would porllit onoral 
Swodioh ohipo to loavo tho Boltio and thoro~ bo roloaood troa 
Ooraan control unlooo tho .Ulioo cove up a oimilar number ot 
ohipo tor tbio purpooo. Tho Gorman Government, it it toolo 
!Dorloan public prooouro io otrons onough, io aloo likely to 
blliot on tho provhion ot tranoportation taoillt1oo (truoko, 
rolllQS otock and caoollno) tor tho diotribution of thoao oupplioo 
to tho children, Tho Gonoan. Gov.,1llllnt Lnohtod that tho auto­
aobiloo, trucko and &aoolino noodod tor auponh ion by tho lnter• 
dational Rod Croaa tor Grook roliot bo provided by tho .Ulioo, 
Canadian caaolino io oont to Gro ooo oaoh Eonth tor thia uoo, 
Tho extent ot tho propasanda drivo in tho United Statoo tor 
tooding those ohildr on thorotore otroQgthona tho bo.rcalniDC 
pooition ot tho Gorman Government in any auoh nocotiationo. 

d) Conoorniuc 'faaino conditiono'o 

ja tar ao oan bo aooortainod, tho tor& ' fa~ino oonditiono' only 
applioo to Poland and (formerly) to Greooo. It baa juot boon 
r oportod !rom London that over-all food rati ono 1n Franco, Hol­
land and Bolgi\ID aro a lightly below tbooe ot lut winter , oxoopt 
tor tato nocoooary to cold-,.eathor hoal th which are abo in 

abort oupply 1n GorOO&DY• ».at h l<!ually ohort on rationo and 
equally ditticu.lt to obtain ovon with ooupona. Tho Sur~oon Gon­
or al ot Norway report• that the aohool lunch procraD for tho 
Worwesian children ia almoet ao nouriabiug ao it wao pre-war. 
Condition• ar e without queation aorioua 1n many urban oontor o 
in !uropo, altbousb tho children in Spain (not included in tbio 
plan) aay be u undornourlahod al thou 1n any ooUDtrh• tor whiob 
aid 1o ooucht (lonay, Holland , Bolciua and Franco), 

e) Concorniuc Vitaai,. , 

Conoidorable inquiry woo mado about tho oucceationo that aulti-
rt taaina be alloood through tho blockade in concontrated oapaulo 
or tablet tora. Dr. Bipood, ono ot Europe'• pr incipal rttaaln 
.xporta, and Dr, £Tone, Sursoon Gonoral ot Norway , did not tool 
theoo would bo a auitable •tokon • tor ale , Dootcre aro not asrood 
u to tho uoetulnooo ot Titamlno unlou uplo food can &lao bo 
provided. It 1o rooogniaed that vitamina, aa modically proaoribod, 



o.r• oountb.l in certain caaoa. Beth Jonay o.ad Be lei,. • •• 
to ha•• auttieiont a took tor tbio purpooo at preaent . OD the 
other hand, olthoush Vitaain C io now beiDC produced in creot 
qD&Dt"itioo in thh oo1111try, tho Rulli&D Onernaont baa rooont­
ly raquoated all aYailablo oupplieo of Vitamin C tor their war 
wo\lllded, rho Allied Govo,.,..,.to ban juat plaood ordor o tor 
lo.rce q~>&Atitloo ot aulti-rttuin tabloto tor u .. in Rueda 
o.ad Chlna u ooon ao help in t .. diDC tho ohUi&DO in the .. 
oo\llltr1oo cOD be Ulldortokon. Thuo it h a quooticn whether &DJ 

largo roloaoo ot Yitaaino tor children could be oparod, 

t ) ConcorD iDS olothine 1 

Tho rrutoot Deed tor olothine h tor oohool- are children, DOt 
tor iDtanto. Shooo o.re aloo oo poo ially needed, Thoro 1o • 

ohortace 1D both thou oategoriu or nn o.rtiolu 1D tho 
United Stateo, Tho drivoo tor wom olothiDC have r .. ulted 1D 
obta inine •ery a mall qU&Dt1 tioo of warn olothiDC tor ocbool-ac• 
children, Whether oent now or attar liberation it ia hi&hlf 
1aportant to aooumulato aoro of tbia oatecory ot oloth1n£. 

All peraono oonoultod exprooaod the hope that, it aubetODtlal aid cannot 

be aent to thea now, aome token ot 1-=odiate aid tor tboao children .tght be 

o.rranced. Th.oy alae hoped that at tbe tt.. ot ozq announo_..,t ot blockade 

polio)' a a tat-nt would be udt of tho oonatruct1n war• 1D whloh .berioau 

at indirtduala or ae 1\oabera of or r;an1&at1ona COD uaiat in aoo~aulatiDC 

aupplioo tor rellot wh1ob will be urcontly noeded aa aoon u tboao oountriet 

are liberated. 

a) 111•• lloCtaoheJ and llr. Guy Thorold had • uscuted that they 
would toke tho ini Ua the to t1n4 out what token r elaxa tiona 
of the blockade a1&ht be aooeptablo to the Britioh GoYtraaont 
and whether &rl'&D(taonta tor r eao•al ot .... ot theoe children 
troa tilt path or in~at1on oould be expedited. The Jnerioan 
autboritiee would be kept intoraod by thea ot all do•elopmonta . 

11) Food For Freedoa bat drafted tilt Propooed lleoo-ndatioll.t which 
will be aub.tttod to ita ExocutiYt Committee. PUblication of 
theao would not be euitablo until after tho poaition of our 
Go•ernaont bat bean olo.ritiod, 

In oonoluion, 1t abould be otreued that Food Por Freodoa naturally 1o 

1D tanr of &DJ pouiblo roller for thou 1nnocent Y1ot1a of the war wbioh 

cOD be &hen without prolODCinc the ware ~ lira , llorrow at atea, 

•It io U? to our o ••• ~t to deteraine which 1• the loooer of two OTilo.• 

OD17 tho•• whooo reoponoibility it ia to decide aajor policiea of the war 
h&Ye autficient 1Dtorbltion cn which to baoo a deoioion, It io aoouaed 

that t he Secretar1 ot State will oonoult with the ~. the laYJ, the Fore1.ra 

ZOonoa1c Adainiotratlon, the War Shippinc Adain1otrat1on, and the War Food 

J4a1nhtratlOD before SirlD( hh OOil.llldored ~ud(Mnt to the J'r .. idant Oil 
tbia matter, Food Por Freedoft' l a tand io againat the kind or pr opaganda driYe 

which io boiDC conducted. It i o not at all aga1nat ltndiDg toed to theoe 

children 1t the hl&heot authoritieo or our Covernaont are coDYinoed that 
W a would be a practicable and e tratecio 110n in winniDC the wo.r. 
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THE SECRET ARY 01' STATE 

0, T HE U NITED STATES Of" A MERICA 

Docecaber 6, 1944 

!l!!«JJW;p!ll.! fQR !llSS 'iULLY 

SUbJeota Pnlestine P~solution 

'!be c.ttached aomor ondum l.'e.s m-itten 

before the ~e which I sent you early thiS 

afternoon . It ltlly bo helpful as backuolmd 

illform&.tion c.lUlou&h it i s out of dnta. 

·-
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? , Wit Otk ets , , ,;a 

SECRET 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

pecember 5, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Palestine Resolution 
.... -:~r. 

1 "J . 
Senabt"'"~gno;- called upon me this morning 

with Dr. A b~ 9 !': • • o Senat?r Wagner had re-
o ' your note on not pressi ng for the passage 

of the Palestine Resohtion at this time . The 
A~Senator still feels that no damage •1:ould be done 

'l"',.o by its passage nol'l and that it does nothing m::~re 
~rf t~an endorse the statecant you made t o him on 

October 15 which I quote below: 

"Efforts will be made to fi!ld appro­
priate ways and Jleans of effectuating this 
policy as soon as practicable. I know how 
long and ar3ently the Jewish people have 
worked and prayed for the establishment of 
Palestine as a free and democratic Je·;:ish 
commonwealth. I am c:mvinced that t he 
American people give their support to t his 
a i m and if reelect~d I shall help to bring 
about its realization. " 

In the afternoon I went to Senator Connally' s 
office t o review t he mat ter and i nformed hi:n of 
your letter t o Senat or l':agner v;hich I termed 
official. It has, t her :dore, beP.n. tu;;.de clear bert!: 
to Sen?. t or l:agner and to a ell · Co nll • that · it 
is felt it would be a mistr·e t allow t e Reso­
lution 'to pass at the present ime. 

~ The 

DECLASSLFIEO 
~ o..,.. [A''"'· •-11-72 

19
n 

B, R. a Pub Dau JUN 2 
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Tbe quest:cn r.ill jJr ':lbebly co••e up for 
difcussicn at e r.eet~nb of the Forc:gn Eela­
tinns Co1tmi ttee to1I.~rro1.. . :.:y fee line; ie that 
~enator : r.gr.t:r 1 ill >t:.ll ~ress for pass&.[C 

but that render Connally I ill te t.ble to 
persu~~e the Corernittee not to ta~e acticn at 
t his t iiLe. He f eel::: he he& the situation in 
hanC fnc~ that he \'.ill not have t o ask me t o. 
testify. I shall raV:H ycu of . the result. 

DECI.ASSIFl£0 
&."' O.p<. Lotw. 1·11·12 

87 a. lL Parke o. .. ~2 1972 
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