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Dear Tom:
The enclosed comes to me from a source

of the highest importance, and I think you may
like to maxe it knewn in appropriate gquarters.
Isn't it grend to see how admirably the

nomination has been received everywaere?

My love to you and Ben,
Ever yours,

Havoled,
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Decenber 19, 1918

A gerzan friend of mine of long atanding has Just arrived in
thls country. He is a person vhose character and cozpetence I can
youch for without qualification. Hs brings information of gresatest
’.Iilri‘lh

This friend has been very highly placed in Garman aviation
gervice. He is a man of high standing snd absolute dependability with
sxceptional powers of observation. Hls contacts sctually reach to
Hitler's personal entourage as well as high places in the ermy and
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Bes conflrms much that was pald about the feke moblillization
merch through Berlin on the EOth of September. He tells me that it was
arrenged by Hitler to test public opinlon, that Gosbbels mssured him
that the people were behind him and that the millions of stresaers that
Gosbbels 1ssued were being neglected, Some of EBitler's entourage began
to have misgivings end were even susplcious, end Hitler hinself, that
thers =culd be trouble im Oermeny if they actually started hostilities.
On the X0th, Hitler had three long end violent erying spells—two of
them quite hysterical.

The friend referrsd to above comparsd this moblilizatiom in
detail with the similar mobilisation in 1914 at which he was present,
The resolution and entlusissm at that moment, as you will recsll, was
overvhelningy bat the procession of the 2Jth of September thia year
which took three hours end five minutes to pasa a given point in the
Filhelmatrasse, was received in melancholy sllence. Iuring the entire
evening, sy friend dld not hear one single mark of epplause or goodwllly
btut, surprising encugh, om a muaber of occaslons, surmurs of dlsapproval
and gulte frecuently a shougt, "Hell Moscow.® In the dark, the police
could not locats the shouters end made no real effort to do so contenting
themselves by shouting, "Shmt up,® at the various disturbers. Cne of
them was asked if he was really for the Boviet., Be sald, "No, tut I am
against this.”

More important is the information atout the condition of the
aviation service. Epecific orders were issued to scis of the commanders
that, in case of eventualitles, they could not count on eny replacement
whatever of motorsj many were informed that thalr lmaediate suoply of
aviation gascline could mot be replenipghed, He tells me that machinea
are being turned out eo fast thnt there are a shocking number of ecel-
dents; wings are being torm off, propeller blades break looze. These
delicete machines are easlly deasged and are partly incapacitated. The
best new Osrmen machines are, of courss, superbly deslgned tut they are
boing built too rapldly end, what is more serious, they are too fast and
too delicate to be oanaged by aviators of briaf tralning. My informant
is a superb flyer wsith a notable war record. He has himself uilt alr-
plane factories and organised and directed aviatlion schools. He says
that it would take three years to train a san sufficiently to handle
ons of these machines properly and, even then, he would bave to be a
man of exceptional talent. BHe says not four per ceant of the presemt
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aviators are adecuate to their task, that the machines are being
delivered far faster than the personnel cen be developed snd that there
are no personnel reaserves, They have designed en enormous volume of
fire for scae of these machines but the more experienced men in the
service are in despalr over ihe lack of any plan to keep the smmunitiom
supply adequate for the prapective consumptlon. Moreover, thoe bursts
of fire consume such & volume that the plane may easily exhsust its
anmunition too soon under combat conditions.

One of the most responsible men in the aviation service told
bia that, if actual eventualitlpes came, the Uerasn alr force might be
able to Inflict conasiderable datage and have the upver hand but only
for a few hours, A very high officer in the Reichwehr stated at the
end of September, "If war coumes, we shall have our hands full ~ith the
Czechs. Ve can beat them tut Lt 1s going to be tough, But, we are lost
if even a single other power comes in, If they do, we can only pray
God it will be short."

Cuite as interesting is the information from the srmy, that
the beginning of hostilities would have been the occasion of a real
crack-up in the German army, Liberals and radicals were heart sick
&nd dismayed when Chamberlain collapsed. One said thet {t wss the black-
est day for Germany since the Versailles Treaty wes signed.

Also of interest is the evidence that the present monstrous
cruelties against the Jews have revolted the Germen people thoroughly
and deeply. Ey friend knows of sctusl cases, giving the nases and
places, of assistance to refugees by people high toth in the srmy and
the navy, and even cases of storm troopers essisting Jews over the border.

One amsing feature of the sitation is the abnormal ineresse
in the sales of tea-cosies. These zre now used very widely in Berlin
to place over the telephone as it has beon found that the Police have
discovered & way to tap telephones and listen im although the receliver
is still on the hook. To clap the tea-cosy over the telephone is the
normal preliminary to conversation,
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Dear Summer:

I enclose two coples of a confidential report
which has just been glven me at the.Fareign Office with
the explanation that'it is the body of a despatch from
‘one of their most reliable reporters in Germany. It was
stated that they have every reason to believe that the
acoount of mistreatment of Jews in concentration camps
in this report is accurate. They felt that it would be
of interest t? appropriate officials in the Department,
and the hope was expressed that a copy might be made
avallable to the Preaident.

Yours sincerely,

Enclosures:
Two coples of report. HU\MM %
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The Honorable Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State, IEE?
Department of State, JUNC Q‘&#fj‘
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Wwhile the Gerasan Government has somewhat half-
heartedly put it about that the eotion against the Jowa,
the burning of tho synagogues, the saaching of shops and
private residcnces, the assnulte and looting were the work
of the populnco, incensed by the death of lerr vom Rath,
it will be difficult to dieclaim responsibility for the
systematic treatment on & large seale by 8.0. and repular
police of the persons arrested. But some of the following
faots, though unpleosant reading, ehould be known in order
to throw more 1ight on this aspect of the gquestion. Thos o -
who have been relensed from the camps have been threatened
with dire consequences if they divulpge what happenod thera.
These faote, however, have been related Ly a groat numbor
of people independently of ench other, nnd they could not
all invent the same lies, at the snms tims, about tho sama
events.

Those foreigners who have Jnown the German people for
mony years, end who believed that they wnderstood the German
character, have been made to realise the existence of a
facot of the German character which they had provicusly not
puspooted. Oermons seem to have no eruslty in thelir make-up.
They are hobitunlly kind to animals, to children, to tha
agod and infirm. Tha explanation of this ocutbroalk of
gadiptic cruslty moy be that sexunl perversion, and in
porticular homo-soxuality, are wvery prevalent in Germany.

It seema quite poooible that mnes sexual perversity may
offer an explanation for this otherwise inoxplicable outbroak:
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and 1t is renlised by many that if the government of
Germony depended on the guffrage of the pecple, those in
power ond responeible for these outrages would be swept
away by a storm of indignation, if not put up against a
woll and shot.

A typlenl cnoe of official 1ll-troatment is thot of a
Jewish bupiness man, who fought in the trenches during the
war., This man wap one dey rung up by the feeret Pollce
and ordercd to stay at home. [e wag fotched that aftemocn.
fia nsked for permiseion to take a change of linen and somo
warm underwenr with him. This was refusecd, but he was
told to bring some money. He was taken to the nearoat
police station and wap kept there until a puffioient :
nurber hnd collected to £111 a motor lorry. He was then
dpiven to a large public hall, outside which a large
erowd hod gathored, consisting chiefly of youths and women;
this erowd wos engaged in hurling sbuse and invective at
ench eonvoy ng it arrived, although 1t appeared thot the
women d4id not have their hoart in the demonstration and
that they hnd been ordered to attend, in the samo woy oa
their men-folk had been ordered to bait the Jews and %o
work destruction. Once inside the hall he was mode to
turn out his pockets, and their contento - including his
hondkerchief = wers put into an envelope and he was told that
he would get his property back on his release. He was then .
mode to 1ine up with others, some of whom had becn there
pinge the night before without oleep, food or water to drinik.

The 0.5, and polics now had sport with thelr charges.
They made thom ¥meel down, oroce thelr hands behind thoir

backs /
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_hmk- ommd lean forward until they touoched the ground with

their foroheads. Those whotoould not perform this foat
were apeisted by the gusrde, who kicked thes in the back
of the neck. COthers wore made to run round tho bullding.
Some were slok. The punrds removed the vomit by toking
tho amlprit by the soruff of the neok and wiping it away
with his face and hair.

About 6 p.m. moter lorries monned by S5.0. man drove
up and the prisoners were driven into them with blowa and
kicks. They were taken scross the town to a suburban
rallway station. Vhen unloaded they had to go down aome
etepes lending into a dark viaduot, giving access to the
platform. Tho guards rained blows and kicks on all they
could reachs When in the vioduct they were halted and
ordared to faco the wnlls. Thoy thought they were dbout
to be shot and poms became hysterical. Tha puardes passoed
up and down behind them kicking and beating them. Some
man in mufti joined in this eport. : They were then
entrained for Buchenwalde near Weimnr. During the journey,
which took severnl hours, the guarde paseed up and down
Inocking out teeth, bashing in heade and doling out blaelk
eyen. At Wolmnr they were dotrained and forced with blows and
kicks into ovor—erowded lorries. During the lorry journey
they wore told to keep their heads botween their lmees, and
in that position they were beloboured with etlcka.

(n arrival at the eamp they were drivon with ioks and
blowa into a wire enclosure, charged with an eleetric
current, and many were badly burnt who tried to eocape.
They were then addressed by the commander of the eamp, who

" told /
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told them what he thought about the Jews. Thon every
man haod his hiir eropped ond his moustacho clipped off.
They had great sport with the rabbis, whooe religlous tensts
do not allew them to have their beards touched with the
solsoors. They were then crowmded Iinte sheds; one of
theps mensuring about 200 ft. by 80 waa made to hold about
2,500 people. This on the foce of it appears impoooible.
The explanation ip that there were tilers of bunks in the
shed reaching touthe ceiling, in each of whioch three men
had to lie. Omne prieconcr, a cultured man, who had been an
officer in the m':rmn army during the war, hnd to sleop Tor
aixtecn nights in one of these bunks between two cattle
drévers, They had to lie sldewnys, ond when they wished
to turn over in order to relox, they had to do so in unison.
The camp at Duchenwalde wos nt that time under
construction and this adled to the discomforts. Ho
water was loid on, mnd there were no latrines. The
priscners were given no water to drink the first day, ond
noever any water for washing. One prisoner mentioned that
he went for 16 days without wnohing except when he collected
gome rain water. On the scecond day the new inmate was
given a drink of hot water, flavpurod to ropresont coffee,
and soma brood. The prisoners by then were half orazy with
thiret and hunger.

During the firet night pgoards came in and ploked out
men at random and took them outside to De flogged. Fixed
on the pround were two foot-plates to which the man's foet
wore ctrapped. Ho was then bent ovor a pele and hio head
won pocured botween two horizontal bars. Wen were given

wp /
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up to BO strolken, except in the case of promiscuoun
flogging inflioted for sport, and each gunrd wns only r
allowed to inflict ten lashes lest hie strcngth gave out.
(Flogging was ordered for triﬂ!l‘n;: offences, such as not
jumping to attention quickly or not cbeyinpg an order. A
robbl wne floggoed because he refusod to oign his nume on
the Svbbath. e was thoen threntened with a oecond
flogging, Els epirit was too weak, and hs signed). Come
| i died stretched between the polee. Thoome who survived were
Xicked back into the shed. In the day time the floggings |
took ploce in public as a warning to tha othara. SOmd
went mod. They were then chained up end & sack tied round
their henda to stifle thelr ghoute.

1 During the firot night men woro not nllosod to leave
tha shed to relieve noturo. They used thelr hats. One
gannot enlarge on these rilthy dotails. guftice it to

cay that men used the water which the human body generates
to remove the exerements from thelr trousors, which thoy
had been unabla to retain.  Tho guarda had sport with all
theoo diogusting detad 1n.. I cannot eparo you cna other
horror which shows the sadistlo anture of somo of the 3.3.
mon, vho ore suppoeosd to be the flower of tho party manhood;
they foreced men to urinate into esch others' mouths to

give them sport. :

One prisoner who had folse tocth and cuffered from :
prorrhooa applied for an oxtra glass of water a day to clean
his teeth and rinse hiz mouth. The lack of wator and his
thiret wore ao great that ho drank this water aftor using 1it.

One /
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One othor onme hns to be related: o former Pruseion
officer wns ordored to kneel down and eny: “I am a Airty !
Jew ond a traitor to my country”. fla refused, @l ho was
beaten until he did as he was told.

Among the priscners were faoous gurpgeons and doetors,
and they woritod miracles of glkill and Acvotion. They
1 oven performed oporations in urgent easeo. Tho rnbbiln
alpo proved themselves worthy of their eallinm. One
rebbi, when offerod hia relanoa, dsolined to leave the
gamp befora the lact of his flnok. One hne heard Ior
oo inctonoes that ony of the guardn ghowod ony Bifms of .
chrigtion charity or common hnusaniiy.

t'hon the prilsoners wore releasod thoy wera first
examined by the emwnp doctor, and none with cpen wounds
were allowed to departs The others wore shaved and then
peported to the political officer, who worned them that
if they divulged anything they had seen in the camp, they
would do so at their peril. He added that the party
wouldbe able to atrike them down even after they left

Germsny md wherever they might bo. Thay were then
1 handed back what was left of thelr belongings. lMeat
articles of value had, however, dipgappenred and the money
] they had had on them was endly peduced in amount. They
ware told that to complain moont aocusing the 8.8, of
theft, and ) that such an ascusation could ba punished with
a flogging. Ao a final inault, thoy hod to gontribute to
the party Colleotiom for Winter Hslp:, Nearly every purson
realonged has had to elgn an mdertaking to leave Garmony
within a specified tims, usually from four to pix weeks,
under /
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under pain of boing agoin interncd. In moct onooa thoy
hove signed an impossible undertaking.

when the roecent action etarted, fow knew what
imprisonment meant. A nurbor, however, committed sulecide,
othere hid in the woods, some went to a friondly doctor
and hod their stomachs cpened po as to be in hoopitaol.
One man, who considers that he has had o lucky escape,
wns roused at 4.50 on the fateful day and hie wife
answered the bell. When she saw the 0.5. gunrds ohe
becams hysterionl. Ho went to her assietance. lle was
knocked down snd kicked in the mouth. lle lost eome ten
tooth and had his jow broken. He bravely demanded to eeo
the order for his arrest. The guarde wont to fetoh this,
end in the meantime he was sble to gain odmittance to a
hospital with hic brolen Jow.

It is runcured that anothor drive apainst the Jows
18 imminent in Jonuary, snd the 16th of that month in
given ne the date of the proposed frooh action. It is
onticipated that on this cccasion eloe Jewish women will
be placed in the concentration camps. Jews have beon

warned by thelr friends, who claim to have inpide information,
to get out of Gormany befors that date. Purther eoncentration

camps are being built by the "Arbeitsdlenst” to house pome
of the victims of the contemplated drive.

As for as it is possible to mitigate the plight of the
Jaws in Gormany, the poliey indicated at present is not
"women md children first", but men first; they are in
the concentration omps and in imminent denger of doath

and /
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and thoy are the potontinl bread=winnors. I thay
die, the problen of dealing with thelr families will

be all ths more formidable.
It is requestod that theso facte be treated as

confidontial.-
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