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(15) Sochacht mnd the "Kolonlal Bund® ure preasing for
colonies. The opposition to troplcul colonies expressed in
“dein Kaupf* seema to turn the polnter eastward as & natural
corollary to antl-Sovliet polloy.

+ssso Aotual sdvencement toward peace in Burope has

been nil recently due largely to Uermany (diplomacy

plus saber rattling), and on the loes aide the follow=-
ing points appear.
(1) There are indiocations that England .fuulu that

Germny "must be written off as & bad job* and England

is re-arming for any emergency.

(2) Germany has allenated Poland to & certain
extent through the kazl's activitles in Dmnzig.

(3) Belglan rearuanent oould also be turned to
the aawantuge of France.

(4) The Franco-Soviet pact depending on 1ts real
military nlu-.m be regarded as & loss for Germany.

(5) Geruany's internal motivities have allensted

Catholiolen and to some extent christianity generally,

and because of the attitude adopted toward raciaml

matters, juastice and real dewocracy, bad economio
relations have arisen with the United States.

(6) OQercany will seek to realize her alzms without
war Iif possible. If not? .....
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Berlin, February 27, 1937,

Dear Mr. President:

Bafore you recelve thils, you
will have seen a telegrem or two which we
shell have sent. This letter is designed
to explein things & little further ln case

. You have time to read anything.

Hitler is in a difficult
position. His people are afrald of war,
but not so much as the English and French.
He 1s trying curlous means to unite every-
bedy. Unlversities and schools are all re-
organized with no opponents allowed any-
where, hundreds of professors dismissed
or penslioned when too eminent. The Frotes-
tants and Catholies must all ellow thelr
children from their sixth year to be taken
in hend by Farty propagendists. Some preach-
ars resist and are ioprisoned; others, who
are very eminent, continue opposition, but
their supporters are declining in numbers.
Beveral esminent Party leasders go about the
country proclaiming the Fuehrer as & modern
Jesus, reorgenizing all churches on'true
Germen'principles. YMussolinl is of course
the modern Julius Caesar, annexing Spain.

Just how real is the allisnce
batween "Jesus" and "Ceesar® one cannot
gay, the purposes of both conflicting.
Certeinly there are some doubts. Although
many eminent Cermens hops and prey for &
royelist restoration, about all Germans
think ennexsatlon or &bsclute control of
the Balken staetes is their right. Hitler
euriolEly promises Holland, Eelgium and

The President,
The White House,
Weshington, D.C.




Switzerlend complete independence, yet
authorizes meaps in universities, and for
sale everywhere, which show these countries
as parts of Germany. At the same time the
propaganda 1in these little countries, as
also in Norwey, Sweden, Foland, Czecho-
slovakie and Rumenia, secret and publie,
contradicts the idea of real independence
of any country where there are any consid-
erable numbers of people of German descent.
Millions of dollars are spent each year in
this direction, and Boehle, chief of Foreign
Propagande orgenization, is now the most
important official in the Foreign Office
after von Neurath. There are secret agents
of Boehle in a1l the German diplomatic
offices. What this means one can reedily
see. '

Dr. Schecht said to me a few days
ago at a table where high Nazi officlals
sat: "Mussolini is ennexing Spain and later
annexing Zgypt - he is our Julius Caesar."”
I reised some questions as to the dangers.
He insisted that he was right. I ralsed
the point & few days later when von leurath
was in Vienna, and the opinion there was not
quite in agreement. However, the Foreign
Ooffice has seversl times asserted that Ger-
many would not protest against Itellan
annexation of Lgypt. On this occasion the
Foreign Office egain asserted Germany's
right to control the "Danube" zone, and
hoped von Neurath could unite Austria,
Hungary, Cermany and Italy - & slight
fear that Mussolini might not keep his
promises to Germeny, he being & masterful
Machiavelli. When I talked about better
commerciel relations with the United States,
the Staatssekretér seid he favored proper
trade and traaﬁﬁarrangaments. I asked why
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we had received no reply to the State Depart-
ment's invitation to send delegates to the
proposed April conference in Vashington.

The reply wes that the Economlecs and Labor
ministries objected - 1.e,, Nazil officisls.

When one, therefore, wonders about
the possibility of a real peace conference
in Washington or elsewhere, the answer is:
Will Germany or Italy confer seriously with
any other peoples when thelr major aims are
to dominate Europe and do 1t by frightening
the populations of democratic countries?
Several times since I have been here the
peoples of England and France, especially
those of smaller netions, have been fright-
ened so that they yielded, events in Ethiopla
and Spein being best examples. At the same
time, great business companies of all demo-
cratic countries have supported the German-
Italien demends by increasing sales of arms
and war supplies, ours quite &s much as others.
Even small countries, like Rumania, have risked
their own fates by selling war materials.

S0, how can a peace conference succeed?
Only through a real economlc-flnance cooperation
between Englend, France and the Unlted States.
Can this be done? You know how much opposition
English and French businessmen made to the
Buenos Aires propesels - almost as much as
Itely and Germany made through secret propa-
ganda before and while you were in Latin
America. In case Spaln is actually annexed
by Mussolinl and then Germany proceeds to
meke moves into the eastern zone (same as
the 1900-1914 policy of army officials here),
England and France might be frightened enough
to join the United States in real peace agree-
.ments. But one can never know what the DuFonts
and the steel people cooperating in Europe with
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I. G. Farben and other corporations would do
under cover, as they did more then once at
Geneve peace conferences.

You are in the most 1mportant
position in the world, with amazing economic
duties at home. Yet real success at home can
not be attained if a world war breaks or 1if
the mainland of Europe becomes & solid die-
tatorship. You know the possibilities. I
have simply tried to appraise things on this
side of the Atlantic. I shell once more talk
with high officiels here, as indicated above,
about Germany participating in a peace con-
ference, and wire you the answers I get.

i All the really informed internationalists
hope and pray for your success.

Sincerely yours,
Wtiau & Dot

P.3. - Have been told more than once that
all this is reported to the Govern-
ment here before or soon after it
reaches you.

: WED
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' PEACE BASED oﬁ"‘{-
[ DEMOCRACY

Mr. Roosevelt's Appeal

Feom aur own Correspandent

\ New Yomk, Armis 14,

Presibent Roosevelt to-day made
ancther strong plea for intérnational
irace based upon democracy, mutual
iconfidence Letwesn nations, and definite
‘eo-aperation,

He spoke to the Board of Governors
of the Pan-American Unica, a body in
which all the Republics in this Bemi-
sphere are reprosented.  He urged his
listeners to make sure that the pledges
Biven at the recent Pan-American Con-
ference at Buenos Aires wern trans-
formed into practical action,  He said
that ul;:uncr:.rjr canmot tTriu in an
atmosphere of international inseeurity.

weh - inseeurity, he said, I.-rﬂurq
militarism and regimentation and the
mial of freedom of speech, peaceful
assemblage, and religian, He reminded
VEis listeners that he hail addressed the
same four years agn, and nsserted
that much progress had been madg in
this hemisphere in the inierval, \
After the Presidont’s address, which
was broadeast, the microphones were
eab off, the journalists excluded, snd
the President made some additinnal
remarks privately, Tp js understaod
that he defonded the Latin-American
pelicy af his Administration, l‘
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Gersan Impressions T

Lavy. i, 1 1329

Erafnce

The following pages are not an essay. I have mads no attempt
at unity or literary form. They are elso by no means a unified estimate
of present conditions in Cermeny. Anything of the kind would be
entirely beyond my powers. Wit I have tried to do i& to set down some
of the more striking thirge that were seid to me while I wes in Germany,
guch corments on these romerks ss ssem to me probably sound, snd a very
fow gensral conclusions of my cwn.

T believe thet the principal defects of what I heve to report
and to say arise from the fect that I had no opportunity to telk with
people who represent more or less the opposite typw .o the imtellectunls
I mean hard=hemded, unimagirstive but shrewd end competent men of effairs
who have few beliels about what is good or bad politicelly but are chiefly
concerned for the effective running of things in the present end neer
future. I suspect that the opinions of such men would often be very

different froz those of =y informants, end not lees mignificant.
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Cerman Impreseicns

In 1914 at the outbreak of the war I was pretiy well acquainted
with Germany. I had first visited the country in 1895, had epent four semesters
in e German university in 1902, "03 and "C4, end later lad returned for
fairly long vieits four timee in the summer. Eut since the war I nd been
in Germany only once for e single week, under circumstances tmt mede it
difficult for me to form clear impressions. Accordingly, when I went to
Germany this summer mjr qualifications es an observer were good only in certain
respectis, for I had no more than a vague impression of the great charges
that ted teken place in the lest two decades. It is true that I had at least
the advantage of being well ewasre of my ignorance of these changes. One
experience in particular eerved as a warning of thie ignorances I had noticed
from time to time that some of my old German ecquaintarces whom I lad seen
in thie country had quite honeetly forgotten many of their prewar opinions end
poimts of view.

The circumstances of my visit were especielly favorable in that I
was to meet several important Germens in e quasi-official cepacity and tmt
I was to see a good many others with whom I hed professional relatione or,
directly or indirectly, personsl relations. In ell, I had conversations, most
of them long conversations, with some 25 people, many of them professors
and aleo many in other walke of life. One wae a former minister of state.
Another wes a former merber of the Reichstag, who holde & wvery responsible
position in one of the heevy indusiries, another a leader of the Protestant

church in Prussia. There were two students, there were the wives of several

Note: Where I purport to quote remarks of other persons or of myself it is
obvious that I sm at beset perephrasing., I use this form for cormvenience. The
ptatements must not be regarded es precise reproductions of the original remarks.
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professors, there was & civil servant, and there was & man described to

me by a responsible person as the most intelligent end experienced foreign
newspeper correspondent in Berlin, and there were several others whom I
shall not designate,

I had made up my mind to try to inform myself as well ms possible
about certain amspecte of the conditions in the country, end to this end
while in Germany to make an effort io listen to what I wes told, to remember
it and not at the time to form judgmente of my own, except concerning the
sincerity end objectivity of my new mcquaintances. I also originally intended
to ask few questione end to avoid leeding questions. In many initannou,
howevery, this precsution seemed to be quite unnecessary mnd not infrequently
a free and untrammeled discussion arose, which, so far as I could judge,
enteiled none of the femiliar disadvantages of a debate. In fect, most
people seemed eager to talk, end clearly found relief in talking freely.

There was one person who, after receiving me with great politeness
arnd coneiderstion, delivered a lecture of mbout three-quarters of an hour
and cerefully and skillfully evoided any suggestions that I made tending to
lead him awey from a prepared statement that he had clearly and precisely
in mind, I attach no importance to what he said end shall disregard it because
it ie quite impossible for me to guess how trustworthy his remarke may have
been. Two other persons were extremely reticent and gave me little or no
informetion that I could regard as significant. There were three or four
others who, speaking in the presence of a third person or for a short time,
paid very little. They also hardly count. There remain some fifteen or
more individuels, old end young, male end femsle, of widely different
experiences end occupetions, though ell, of course, of the educated cleases,

who freely and, so far as I could judge, frankly poured out their cpinions
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end expressed their feelings sbout a great variety of topics. I shall try
first of ell to put down certein stetements mede by these persons that seem

to me sufficiently interesting to be recorded, but I shall not try to
ettribute them to individusls.

I was told over and over egein that the eitustion when Hitler came
into power was nearly intolersble end wae rapidly getting worse (only one
perscn explicitly denied this), that nearly everybody sgreed at the time that
gomething had to be done, and that the establishment of the lNazi regime seemed
to be the only thing that could be done. One informent seid that big industry,
which hed teken its part in putting Hitler in, was sorry within two weeks
for what it had done. But much as moderates disliked the extravegances of
the Nazis, at any rate for the moment. nesrly everybody had agreed that the
gtep wis inevitable. Lilost of my informents declared thet in their opinion
many useful things were amccomplished mt the beginning of the Nazi regime
and there is s considerable sgreement that Hitler did in a very conspicuous
degree restore the feeling of national dignity, pride end confidence, thareby
giving & meening to life for great messes of the populetion who hed come to
feel that life wes reslly not worth living. There mre some people who deny
all this, but it seemed to me that they were probably so etrongly hostile to
the govermment or so lecking in sbility to control their own feslings that
their opinion mey be disregarded.

However, I wes also told in a particularly impressive interview
by 2 men who made a deep impression on me for his courege, honesty and
sincerity that the formation of & new end deep cleavege in the German people
began at once, and thet in his opinion that cleavege, which has grown steadily,

more than counterbelances all the benafits of the two or three first years
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of the Nezi government. He fears and expects that this cleavage will be
the most importent factor in German life for at least two generations to
come.

In u;ntrnut to the fevoreble, if grudging and seriously qualified
estimate of the results of the first yesre of the new government, there wes
substantisl agreement in disspprovel of the present situstion. Accordingly,
it seems safe to sey that in a certein cless or set of people in Cermany
a very large majority ere now thoroughly hostile to the govermment. This
reises the question of the attitude of the various classes of people through
the country, and I was told much ebout this by many different people, mostly,
I think, well informed. Here are some of the remerks. The clergy, both
Catholic end Protestant, except a small minority who act es spies on their
colleagues and who ere quite generally regarded as beyond the pale of
common decency, are opposed to the government. The great majority of devout
Catholice and Protestants agree with and pretty gemerslly follow their
priests or pastors. One man whose wish it would be to believe the number
as large as possible, but who seemed to me exceptionally honest, told me
that this mccounts for 20 per cent of the totel population of Germany, say
10 per cent Catholic, 10 per cent Protestent, who are opposed to the
govermment because of their religiom. )

The peesants, I was told, should be divided into two classes,
peasant proprietors and egricultural lsborers. It is geid that the peasant
proprietors are now in large majority hostile to the government. The reason
given is that the minute reguletions imposed upon them, the new laws ebout

inheritance, the conditions under which mortgeges may be obtained, and the
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epparently srbitrary end unsound petty interferences with their everyday
activities combine to irritste them, - often to the limit of their endurance.
I feel pretty sure that this is true of many, but cen venture no opinion
about the proportions. The agricultursl leborers are paid to be more
favorable to the government.

As for the industrisl working class, 1 was given very little
information that seemed to me trustworthy. One man geemed to think that a
good many former socialists, if not commnists, with a docility that is
common in Germany, had accepted the present regime snd come to like it.
Several others were firmly of the opinion that the working men and their wives
are merely hiding their feelings, which remain unchanged.

It was pretty generally said that the petty I\:n-:m;:l.t-g-::ri.ui.n:l, out of
which the Nazi perty arose end in which there were originally high hopes
of better economic conditions, has become disillueioned, dissatisfied ahd
hostile. I should guess that this ie certainly true of numbers that are
sbsolutely lerge, but possibly not very lerge relatively. Again, I have the
feeling that my informants werse not particularly well qualified to form an
opinion.

The students sre said to have undergone a great change. Originally
they were overwhelmingly in favor of Hitler. I wes told by a student in
one provincial university that today 90 per cent of the men students in his
university are hostile to the govermment. He added that a majority of women
students were in favor of Hitler. The explanation of this latter curlous
fact, given by him, corroborated by his mother and by a woman of thirty
who wes also present, as well as by & professor, gll of whom took part in

the conversation, is said to be this. Hitler is unmerried, He is, therefore,
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not the property of any one womsn. FHe is 2 vegetarian, he does not drink,
he does not smoke, and for countless thousands of German women, especially
unmarried women, he has become & kind of God. They hsve his portrait before
their eyes at work and in their rooms.

The men students of the universities are paid to be hostile to
the government for the following reasonst They dislike interference with
their private lives, end those of the higher social claeses gtrongly resent
+he suppression of the old Corps and Burschenschaften. They find the one
¢lub that the Nazis have set up in place of these others both perfectly flat
end indirectly obnoxious. They resent the attempts that are made to regiment
them and to discover their private opinions, end for this resson stay ewey
from certain smaller universities where the system for mccomplishing this
sort of thing works emoothly. Also, they have begun rether widely to eee
that their instruction is not only far inferior to what it used to be, but
mich less than adequate to their needs.

I sttach little importance to what I was told about the attitude
of the top of society, whether tig business or cld aristocracy, except thret
the trend is unfevoreble to Hitler.

Coming beck now to the professors, who represent the class that I
know best, of whom I eaw the largest number snd who, knowing more about me,
were probebly most disposed to speak freely, it will perhape ﬁa well to go into
further details. There iz, I ghould think, all but universal conviction that
the German universities have been practically destroyed as well=balanced,
all round institutions of learning end of research. There is 1little hope thet
they can be presently restored to enything like their former gtate, and the

general attitude is one of deep depression. The following episode throws light
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on the sttitude. It seems to me, though a glight affair, as significant as
anything in my experience while in Germany. I was dining with en old friend,
a professor in the University of Berlin. There were present hie wife, & friend
of hers who is the dsughter of one of the most distinguished Jewish scientistis
of thirty years ago (the only ‘non-Aryan'), & pupil of my friend now en
assistant to him, and a pleseant, intelligent medical professcr from &
provincial univereity whom I hed never seen before. After some general con-
versation sbout conditions in the United States which wes not without personal
significance because one deughter of the Jewess ie glready in America and
another expects to go to America soon, the medical professor said to me
gomething like tlis, "About 1910 when as en sssistsnt I firet began to see
Americen medical men, we found it necessary to make great allowences for them
because although they were good fellows their education end training had
obviously been defective and they were clearly behind the best Eurcpeans of
the same sge. Today we look 1o America as leading the world in medical science.
How has such progress been possible in e quarter of a century? How fer has
it been due to pouring out money? " T+ was quite spperent that his question
was really the expression of & hope that something like this might some day
be possible in Germany.

To this question I replied about as follows: "We have indeed made
great progrees in America, but nothing like what your question implies.
You are largely in error for two reesonst (1) You and prectically all
Germans greatly underestimated the schievements of Americen science 25 ysars
BEO. (2) Todey you coneiderably overestimete our echievements and our present
merits. In short, you arrive gt far too great on estimate of our progress

by subtracting a quantity that is much too small from e quantity thet is much
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too lerge." Thereupon there wes & good deal of discussion, and at the end
everybody sgreed thet I was probably right., For my part I have no doubt of

it. My opinion that the Germens in most respects underestimated Americans
before the wer is no new one and is probably today generelly recognized. As
for their overestimate st the present time, at least in the cese of the kind
of people whom I saw, it seemed to me almost as obvious es the extravegance

of the unfavorable criticism of America that one encounters in the daily press.
Needlese to sy, I can form no estimete of how widely this new respectful
edmiration of America is distributed, but I should think it probably the
charscteristic of e very small element in the population of Germany and

for the present a factor of absolutely no political importence. To one
eccustomed to éha sttitude of younger men twenty-five years ago, with whom I
naturelly associsted at thet time, the contrast is todey, however, almost comic.
Twenty-five years sgo I often had e feeling thet it was necessary to treat
many of my contemporeries among the Germens on the imtellectual level,

beceuse of their naive self-satisfaction, much as one treats the newly rich

on the socisl level, Today I feel the need to guerd myself against over-
respectful edmiration of Americe on the part of the Cermans.

The atmosphere of fear, though it is perhaps exaggerated by liberels
in Germany mnd here, is pretty conspicuous in the universities, end there is
good ground for it. I wes told the following story under eircumstances which
made the report seem entirely trustworthy, About & year ago two professors
of the University of Leipsic found themselves at the end of the afternoon in
the Professors' Room at the University, and one of them noticed es they were
leaving thet a colleague had farguttun.hin brief case lying on the table. They

decided that they ought to look inside to £ind out the owmer in order to return
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it to him, and on opening it discovered cereful notes of the private con-
versations of several of their colleegues, obviously destined for the
suthorities. The result was that the spy wes cut by his colleagues and
sometime later when he inquired of one of them why he was being cut, he was
told the resson. Theresupon, he said "You don't suppose that I em the only
person doing this, do youl"

The administration of the universities causes unhappiness not only
for reasons of this kind thet are largely emotional, but slso on strictly
technicel ground. One of my informents whom I consider particularly trust-
worthy seid to me, "Ferhaps the greetest difficulty in Germany todey is
that men who hﬁve t+he education and capacity of chiefs are ruled and ordered
about by men of the mentality end education of Unteroffizieren.” He added
that there are two exceptions, the ermy itself, which is beyond the control
of ignorant, incompetent meddlers, and a smell group around Schacht. (To this
I am inclined to add, from what others have told me, a small group eround
von Heurath. Incidentelly it is emusing, if tragic, to think of the feelings
of a person like von Neurath, a Wurtemberg gentlemen brought up in a hard-
working, cosmopoliten, aristocretic fomily, and, I suppose, & competent,
diplomatic technicien, as he now is, firmly embedded in the Nezi regime.)

At all events the universities are run by stupid, ignorant, orejudiced,
lergely dishonest people. Of that I think there cen be littis doubt, and the
unintelligent mistekes are quite as serious as the deliberate acts in their
effect upon competent scholers and scientists es well as upon the instruction.

I found e few indications of sharply limited hopes for the future

of the universities. First, one medical scientiet said to me, "They like to

say they don't need us, but they know thst they do." To this I replied
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"Yes, of course, they know that they need physicists, chemists and medicel
scientists, but what about historiens?" He replied by shrugging his shoulders
hopelessly. I was also told by two or tiree people who unquestionably know
something ebout it et first hend thet the Keiser .ilhelm Gesselschaft is
probably sefer from interference now than it wee a yeer &go, and that there
is a prospect that it will have some small radiating influence. In this
connection it will be interesting to set down what seems to me a remerkable
and significent coincidence. Some weeks earlier I had been telking in Paris
with an old friend who is one of the most intelligent Frencimen I know,
a professor at the College de Frence. He eeid to me, "In the present state
of the country ‘with all the financial and political trouble, the College de
France which, in mccordeance with its foundation, is relatively free from
gnvurn;ant interference will play a more important part in the intellectusl
1life of the country than it hes for many yesrs. In short, it will perhaps
egein fulfill the purpose of its founder." It was only sbout three weeks
leter that & man who has had an extremely responsible position in the
intellectusl life of Cermany during the last 30 years said to me, "The
Kaiser Wilhelm Gesselschaft, being rulatival} independent of the govermment,
is destined to play & more important part in the imtellectual life of Germany
than it has in the pest, and our grestest hopes center about jit." The bearing
of these two practicelly identical statements on the importence of privately
endowed universities in Americe seems pretty evident.

The influence of the Kaiser Wilhelm Gesselschaft on the development
of the physical and medical sciences in the universities is likely to be

considerable and in the right direction.
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From enother source I learned that the orgenization formerly called
the Notgemeinschaft, and which now bears another name more in keeping with
Nazi pride, hes been given more money to be used in aid of research this
year than previously. These I think are small but not negligible signs of
betterment.

The reports about the recruiting of young men &8 gcholars and men
of science were uniformly bad or at all events expressed deep depression.

I was told by many that in general the able, intelligent, energetic young
men are going either into the army or into industry and that there are very
few who are taking up university careers, even in the favored physical and
biological sciences, end I think this is entirely trustworthy information.
The result of this and of the evente of the past 25 years may be briefly
gketched as followsy There was no great destruction of life during the war
gmong university men who sre now more than 55 yeers old, for meny of them
were already in positions which h.mdad tu. protect them from risk. On the
other hand, this group has been decimated through the treatment of the Jews
and of certain others who proved either irreconcilable or unable to take
cere of themselves. The group bewween the agee of 40 end 55 is snall beceuse
probebly a mejority of those who woruid have become professors were either
killed in the war or in scme Way Or other deflected from what would have
been their courge. Younger men heve been through the evil times and bave
chosen & university career less often than would have been +he case in a
happier period. And mow the supply of good young men ie still dwindling.

The u;_mhut of all this may be expressed in the form of a very rough
estimate, as follows: Among the professors end dozenten of the German

universities there ere lese than half as many able men as there were pefore
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the war, and their work is not half es effective as it was at that time.
The rest are, in general, a bed lot, stupid, incompetent and often dishonest.

I feel constrained to add tkat it is my impression that the Cerman
universities had been slowly declining for a quarter of a century before the
outbreak of the war, and that the present gituation represents the result
of & long, slowly descending wave on which is superimposed the result of
a quarter century of catastropha.

One finel remerk about the universities: I wes told over and over
agein that there is herdly a first-rate scientific investigetor in Germeny
who would not gladly accept a call to Amoarica or to a mnduru.tuly: comfortable
post in almost eny other foreign country. MNeedless to say, I take thie
statement more confidently as an expreseion of a strong feeling of hostility
4o the government and of hopelessness for the future than as e prediction of
what people would do. :

A few remarks sbout Hitler mey be set dowm. I wes told that both
von Blomberg and von Neurath have been much impressed by Hitler's succeas
in educating hinself about all sorts of techmical or quesi-technical subjects,
and thet they find their dealinge with him personally reagonably satisfactory.
My informant added that he had come to believe that Hitler is considerably
more intelligent than anyone had at firet supposed. At this point I put in
a question that I hed formulated long before going to Germany, to this effects
"Hitler's principal task has been 40 rebuild in Germeny & feeling of confidence,
golidarity, security, nationsl pride, atc. To me it seems that the very best
rew material available in great quantity for this purpose is the greet mass
of the more unintelligent but devout Protestants and Catholics. Accordingly,
I think that his treatment of the churches ig no less than tyahnpinnig'. What

have you to sey to this observation?" The reply was cordiasl agreement end
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the statement that Hitler is certainly not intelligent enough to understand
this kind of consideration, and thmt he is also emotionally so devoted to
a few favorite ideas or prejudices that he is quite incapable of objective
. consideration when they are involved. These are (1) the dogme of race,
(2) the hatred end fear of Bolsheviem, and (3) the belief that his Nazi
religion must be sdopted by Germens generally. I was elso told that
Schecht has twice presented his resignation to Hitler and tet on the
second occasion Hitler seid to him, "If you retire today, you will be dead
tomorrow."

Another report was that two of the most distinguished men of
gcience in Germany went to Hitler to try to persuade him to treat the
Jews better and that they were dismissed with gross insults. A further
gtory is thet he hes mede & politiecel testament nominsting Goering as his
guccessor in the event of his deeth. ' :

It is said that Goering,who loves the flesh pots, ostentation,
and msgnificence, is far more friendly to the rich than Hitler end would be
gled to preserve the old econonmic order with himself as one of the fevored
few. Of course, I heard = great many other things sbout Hitler, Goering,
Goebbels and others that ere common knowledge, but it is hardly worth
while to go on telking about such questions because there must be hundreds
of people who are better informed then I am.

* * * * b *

So far I have been setting dowm what was seid of the present gtate
of affairs. In many respects, however, trends are more gignificant than
conditions at & moment, and I especimlly tried to find out what my informents

thought sbout trends. On the whole, the opinions expressed ebout economic
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trends seem to me valueless, but the estimates of tremds of opinion,
though rather bewildering, are, I think, significant. Everybody sgrees
that the feeling in Germany was in general very much happier a year or two
sgo than it was when Hitler came into power, end thet most people were far
better off., There was also general agreement, with herdly an exception,
that people in general ere less happy today than they were a year egoy end
that the number of people hostile to the government hes been increasing
rapidly in many if not neerly all classes for more than a year.

I suppose it is pretty safe to guess that this would have happened
in almost any strong end vigorous govermment coming into power under the cir-
cumstances that existed in Germany when Hitler began to rule, for uader such
circumstances no government could possibly fulfill its promises, let alone
the hépes of a distracted end unhappy populstion. But there was, I should sey,
e general sgreement among my informants thet something far more significant
than such a normel reaction has occurred. This has glready been suggested
in the cese of the students by what T heve eaid, and I think it is obviously
true of both devout Protestents and devout Catholics. It is doubtful if the
professors as & class have become very much more hostile than they were a yeer
or two ago, because their position was probebly alreedy definitively established
at an esrlier date. I think there is little doubt thet the wealthier
peasants and the peasant proprietors generally have also become much more
hostile in the past year, end my informants were very emphatic that that is
also true of the smell shopkeeping cless and gimiler people. Once more X
think it is fair to say that nobody knows much about the working man. On
the other hand, some people eany that the '"Kraft durch Freude' activities

are having & considerable effect upon large numbers of pecple who ere about
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at the level where middle clese end proletariet meet.

If one were to average the opinions of all my informants, opinions
which on the whole are not widely divergent, I think the upshot would be that
three or four years ago a considsrable majority of Germans were et least
gomewhat favorable to the Nazi regime, and that generally the German people
could heve been divided into three lerge classes: +the sirong pertisans
of the govermnment, the etrong opponents, and the rest. Todey my informants
believe that there are only two lerge classes, the strong adherents of Hitler

and the strong opponents, the adherents making hardly a third of the
populetion, the strong opponents more then half. Of course, I heve no
independent means of knowing whether oy inforrents are anywhere near right
in their quantitative estimates. Then one thinks of the different opinions
honestly held about the outcome of = presidential election in the United
Stetes, it is clesr that very little importance attaches to guesses of thie
kind., But I should like to sey at this point that I found myself more amd
more convinced ss I telked with more snd more people that there hes been for
gomething over a yeer a strong trend awey from Hitler.

Meturally there was a good deal of talk sbout whet is coming. The
general opinion ie that the HNazis will remein in power for e long time
end the only hope is an evolution within the party. But further, I was
repeatedly told thet decent men find it quite impossible to enter the party,
not merely beceuse of their dislike of its policies, but also because of
the dishonesty, stupidity, violence and ignorance thet are everywhere present.
In this connection certsin other remarks about Hitler ere much to the point.

I wee told thet one of Hitler's most unfortunate virtues is loyalty to his
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old apeccirtes. MNow, of course, the type thet is quelified to make

a revolution is very far from the type thet is guelified to rebuild. 5o it hes
come about thet he is surrounded chiefly and the party in gencral is msde up
of people who are not only inferior in intelligence and mbility but who

have the wrong kind of temperament end the wrong kind of ability for the

work now in hand. In this wey, it wms onid, & vicious circle has bosn set

up. Evolution within the perty towerd a better end wieer policy of government
is the only hope for improving conditions, snd the very nature of the perty
mekes impossible the recruitment of the kind of people who uwlc! bring about
such a heelthy evolution.

By this time it must be clear thet my informante were generally
pretty well all of one kind end that my informstion is one-sided. I feel
this restriction on the significance of whet I am putiing down very kesnly
and have no doubt thet the people with whom I talked are in no sense &,
fair semple of the German population. But, ms I said in the beginning,
they were selected not because of their politicnl views but because of the
fect that I hed mccess to them elither on business or through professicaal
conmactions or through old personal mssocistions. Therefore, I think their
substentiel unanisity of some importance.

There hes been telk recently of the beginnings of melnutrition in
Germany. OCne man whom I know well and trust; who is the head of a blg olinic
in one of the poor gquarters of Berlin, told me clearly snd emphaticelly that
there are es yet no signs of malnutrition in his hospitel. Persomally I
regard this one plece of evidence as decisive. However, I cen well believe
from other things that were said that Germany is very close to the line in

this respect.
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During my stay in Berlin I heerd "Heil Hitler" as & form of greet-
ing very rarely indeed, either on the sireets or in chops, end I saw no sign
of admiration of brown shirts. On the other hand , when the guard merched up

end down Unter den Linden it wme followed by large and enthusisstic crowds.
I should think there can be no doubt thet the army is immensely populer todey,
end, so fer as my observetion is of eny velue, the attitude of the public to
the linzis in uniform supports what my informants told me. I had the impression,
although it is not clearly supported by anything thet I cen now remember that
was said to me, that a considersble fector in all this is the old, traditiomal
admiration of Germene generally for thoroughhiess nndt efficiency. To ell
appearances the ermy is ms good es ever and however it may ha; with the civil
gervents, the ordinary run of members of the Nazi party ere, I should think,
pretty comspicuocusly lacking in these quelities. Indeed, I now remember thet
I was told over end over egein that the Nazis ere uneduceted people, end in
addition to the remark that people of the officer kind ere ruled by people of
the unteroffiziere kind, it was repeatedly said thet education is in the hands
of people of the volkschullehrer kind. This is equivalent to seying that
ignorant, meddlesome, conceited busybodies are very widely in power.

T was told over and over egein that nobedy in Germany wents war
and only once heerd anything to the contrary, when in & company of five or six
people a student remerked that the siory was going about that so and so, en
important men in the Nazi party, had said that the four year plan would have
no sense if it were not a preperstion for war (war & l‘gchsiamu as the French
say). MNobody else egreed thet this remark was to be taken seriously, but I
am confident that there is a good deel of wishful thinking in the unanimous
opinion of my informants, and of course they know that they are individually
and collectively m_m'hlu to do enything sbout it. In this respect I fear that

my informants do protest too much, not dishonestly, indeed, but wishfully.

n‘
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Perhepe it will be interesting to put down the two extreme
prophesies thet I heard asbout the future. The first represents the point of
view of some of the more determined end courageous pestors of the Protestant
church end is subgtentislly as followss "The struggle between the government
and the Protestant church will continue, end bids fair to be more seriocus
in the immediete future then it hes been in the past. (This prophecy las
been fulfilled alreasdy.) The government will use every means, honest and
dishonest.” At this point one of my informents illustrsted the methods of
the government by turning to a deily newspeper lying on his table end showing
me the government stetement jesued the dey before thet seven or eight pastors
had just been arrested. He then added thet the number arrested on thet
previous dey was not seven or eight but forty-five. "The government disposes
of all the force end has nearly every other edventage. However, we have one
edventage. Our eim is a single one and it will never change. The government
has meny changing eims. Therefore, we shall finelly win, but it will probebly
be my grandchildren who will teke pert in the victory. lieanwhile there will
be much persecution and suffering, but in the history of the Christien church
thet hes often happened and we Christiens have learned that the fate of the
jndividusl is nothing compered with a principle.”

The second prophecy to which 1 have referred wes given me by &
German now no longer in Germeny, & few deys efter I hed luf-ﬁ the country.

In his opinion the ermy could overthrow the government et any moment without
difficulty, or with relatively little difficulty, if a few preparations were
gkillfully mede. Secondly, the nigher officers of the army despise the Hezis
in generel and dislike the present regime. Thirdly, the dominant gentiment

in the army that prevents immediste action is the old tradition not to mix
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in politice and above all not to put the army in the position of being
responsible for a coup d'etat, let elone & revolution. Accordingly, what

will happen is this. The ermy will weit until the time shanll come when in

some way or other trouble arises that ecnlls for intervention. Such trouble

is not fer off, perhaps a year off, perhaps 10, but not longer. Then, the

army, being in duty bound to intervens, will put back into power throughout

the country the old fashioned, efficient, highly educated, well trained kind

of civil servents, end there will be a return to honesty and decency in nstional
life.

It is & striking fact thet nobody in Germany expresged euch an opinion
es this. I may perheps comment on it to this extent. Some of the elements out
of which the theory is constructed are obviously true and correspond to
relatively permanent fectors in Germany, but the combinetion, especielly in the
nore eleborste form in which it was stated to me, is fer too elaborate to
gatisfy me, et least.

® B & ® = = W

Having now set down, so far as I can remember them, the more
significant things seid to me ?hilu I wee in Germany, I shall try to draw a
few conclusions.

I em satisfied that there ie a deep cleavage in Germany, and thet
on the whole there sre relatively few people (relatively, thet ie to sey,
to the numbers in England or the United States) who are neither ardently
favorable to the government nor ardently hostile. I think there can be
1ittle doubt that for a clear majority the question of where they stand
politically is as important as any other question. In other words, the cleavage

is real end it is significent dey in end day out for most people, and constently
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in their minds, Moreover, in a measure, emyone who is on their side
politicaelly is a friend, anyone on the other side an enemy. The cleavage
goes right down into femilies and divides them. (If I em not mistaken,
one could find eimilar remarks about similar circumstancee in Thucidides.)
So far I em in agreement with my informants.

I aleso feel confident that the trend hes been for the past year
in the direction that they describe. But when the question is made quantita-
tive I feel myself, on the one hand, quite incompetent to make a precise
estimate and, on the other hand, eceptical of the statements that were made
to me. I em inclined to guess, however, that there ere at lesst half as
meny people definitively hostile to the government es my informents thought.
In other words, I think it wvery safe indeed to say that more than one-quarter
of the German population ere strongly end definitively hostile to the present
regime (in plain English they hate it) and thet the number of these pe::-pla
is incressing. Secondly, I em bound to say that it seems to me unlikely
thet more than sbout one-third of the population are strongly favoreble,
for otherwise I think I should heve seen more signs of support of the
" government. Accordingly, I suspect thet the number of people who remain
relatively non-partisan is greater than I was told. My reasons for this
guess had better be indicated. Nearly everyone whom 1 saw has had the
 old fashioned German higher educetion, and emong them there is = prevalent
tendency to an overintellectusl attitude. DMoreover, Germans are et lemst
as emotional as other people and they have been subjected to violent
provocations to an emotional attitude for many yeasrs. I have the fesling

thet at least most of my informante ere reslly incepable of imagining
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an attitude of indifference ee a normal attitude under exieting circumstances,
and yet it seems to me probable that there must be thousends of little

people in Germeny who are very much more concerned with their own everyday
affepirs than with considerations of national politice. Meoreover, intellectusls
tend to forget how many people live merely from day to day with a feeling

of ressonable satisfaction when & day pssses with reasonable comfort. Of
course, when things get brd enough thet is no longer the case, but as I

heve said there is no evidence of malnutrition in Berlin, and the sufferings
of the Germens today are what may be described as moral and epiritusl rather
then physicel. I should think thet todey the emount of physicel pein in
Germany es in other countries thet arises from disesse is a hundredfold
greater than the physical suffering that mey be directly or indirectly of
politicel origin. The truth is that only ome remerk thet I heard while

I wes in Germany implies a tendency to lock at the phenomena with cold
objectivity. Thie remark was made by psrﬁapu the most distinguished a; all
the persons with whom I telked. It was elicited by my statement thet I

hoped to understend end did not wieh to criticize or to form moral judgments.
The reply wes something like this. Perheps after all what hes been heppening
in Germeny in the lest few years is a process which, apart from its details,
was inevitable snd determined independently of the plens or ideas or wishes of
any single group of individuals. Perhapa, in short, it is the working out

of & political, scciel and economic process, already in many respects
determined by forces that were present before Hitler came into power. Now
that I heve put these words down I realize that they ere my own and that
something less was esaid to me. In short, this is my interpretation of the

opinion behind what wes seid, but I think it tolerably correct as an inter-
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pretation, end it was, as I Inve said, the only eign of e reelly ocbjective
point of view that I noticed.

This remark implies another. My informante ere, upon the whole,
judging moralistically. Now I think there can be no doubt that many of the
things done by the present government in Germeny, while certainly open to
condemnation on mny moral grounds that I should be willing to eccept, have
produced and continue to produce results which ere in pert useful and not
infrequently necessary to the well-being of the country. In ceses of this
kind the disapprovel of intellectuals, however strong, may mean very little.
In sny case it should be taken with the utmost caution. If there were
evidence that enybody in the present govermment except Schacht is capeble
of a really mechanistic and objective attitude towerd the problems thot he
haes to solve, I should ettach very greet importance indeed to this remerk,
end should be tempted to reject much more of what I wes told then I de
reject. But, ms I havo said, the evidence is that beyond a certein narrow
range Hitler is sometimes even less capeble of objectivity than his enemies
the intellectusls, end I think thet, on the whole, one may take it that there
is very little Mechiavellien plenning in the present government. Thet is
not to sey, however, that there is a dearth of selfish, unscrupulous trickery.

I conclude with an opinion thet is something more then a guessi
In method es distinguished from purpose the great weekness of Kezi poliey
within Cermeny is the failure to utilize and to expleit systematicelly meny
of the strong sentiments that widely exist in the populetion rather than to
attack them, snd try to change them; for meny cannot be ckanged but ere

activeted and etrengthened by persecution,

August 11, 1937 RS
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