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N THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
= "_\Q WASHINGTON

April 22, 1938

My dear Mr, President:

I believe you will be interested in
this memorandum of Hugh Wilson's conversa-
tion with Goebbels which took place on 1

March 22,
Belleve me s
Falth ly yours, E
g A
' A
Encl ocsure;

UHemorandum of
conversation.

The President,
The White House.
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MEMORANDUM OF THR COAVEXSATICN T
KEICH WIUISTHA CF YROPAGANDA I8, GOSBEELE,

————

. Ur. Goebbels ressived =e in his offlace at the heloba
¥ropaganda dinieteriuva et 1103 o'clock on Hayoh 2B,

Ee began the convereatlom by staiing that he wam
vary glad to meet we, AR he hed mamted for & consider=-
able pericd %o talk over satiers nith an Amerlomnn
repregontotive, that ke was not at all satisfled =ith
the press relatlons beisesn the tre countries. Ho
peid tiat he thoroughly under stood the lizltatlops
upon tha mativity of our Governsent io 1te réelations
with the free Fress; that b had ealled in men froa
the Forelgn Offlce who knsx Ameries, in order 1o 1nrn
about this, and that be thought ke thoronghly enderstood.
There was obyliously 1lttlo that the Government comld
do in the matter with cur Frems, Heverthelens it wuas
ismentable that this gaapalgn of hatred oshoold be
earried on., He 414 not 1o any way expeat that Cerzany
would esgape orlticies, thst it xmld eacape mlgundar-
starding, - indesd, it wom iaoonosivable to hiz that
writers in iserics should be gympathetls wlth present-
day Gerasay becaurs of tle complete coatraet ¢f method
by wkich the Government nusm soting. That be 414 nat
expect apd what he deaply deplored, woTe nilfall
sicatatescntes of f=ot, and glonder acd llbel sgaineld
the porscns of the zeloh Chapoelor and those lawdistaly
srooni him, Eo sald that the person if the idhrer wae
vensTated by overy Goraan. Indesd, he wam galng %o
pee & %ord that wmould motenish =y forelgn enras, and

say
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say that to the Cerman there was someihing "heilig” aboat
the Filrrer, Therefors the Gerzane deeply resented the
personsl attack wpen hia,

He oontinued by saying that be had kept cuf of the
German Fress nearly all of thess attaoks because he did
not wish to ses bitternces grox cn blitternces and attack
upon stisck. Ihe resalt of euch tmotloe apuld ooly be
a relternted sabittering of the eltuatlon, which might
gven bs & latent csuse of war, In sy euse, it wun
foooncelvable tiet tkere oculd be eny laproveaent in
oar cultuwral or econcmlo relaticos untll the proes
hatred was sbated. To bring about this abatezent was
part of the progrsa for a better general world under-
standing. He bad kept out of attuck, in splte of ths
personal tesptation %0 retallate in kind, esopeolally
gn the slandercae attacks upon the persan of the
Filtrer, his desigration ae "bendit® and "robuer,”
even shen these sttuoks were directed ag.inet a zan of
the =set uajoesticoable okarsoter mnd honesty of
purpose. o @ald I wae new in Germany, btot he xas sure
that in the coalng monihe I moold mve freoquent oppor-
tuaoity to talk with and knox the Fabrer, and I oculd
not but be Lcpressed with ihe sluglencss of purpose
and the oodeviating honeesy of the man's choraoter,

fie said agein he was glad to have thie opportanity
to talk matlers over ®ith =s, Voosuse many people in
Cermany felt that relatiooe =ith icericn wers 80 bad
tlrough the Fress hatred that Lhere was o use trying
%o do anything abous it, &ut he was not one of those
anl sugh & point of view wmanm t0 him & stultifying

attitode,
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sttitode, He thought thare wers possibllities of making
it better amndl telleved that Lif e geoold work with moze
mensure of confidence %e gould bring about an improved
relationship.

I replied that before leaving Washington I had
talked to Dieskbhoff and ws bad analysed together those
thinge *high etood in the way of bettor rolationshipe
batxeen the United 2tates and Germany; that in respeat
to one of our difficulties I had been happy to sas
shortly after my arrival that orders had been glven that
Gersan of tisens ghould mot enter orgenizations in
America, such as the Azmerlea-lsutsck Hund, and analogous
institotions, I eaid that I hed received & letter
from the Seoretary by wxhigh I mas inforaed that the
Seerotary bad expreseed to LUleckhoff kis -ti-fnnuonl
over this mattor. I believed that tile etep the
Germans bad taken oould not fall to have & good effeot.

I then said there wams no uvee in blinking dif£71-
onlties and the dinister's frankness enooursged ma in
responding ®ith equal franknees. The most oruvoilal
thing that stood betweon sny betterment of cor FPrees
relationehip was the Jenieh goestien, Thow if ne
nore to work for better relationshipe xe gould not
expeot immdiate resalts, Hatreds s0 desp as thoee
shich exlstel in ay oountry on thile questlon occuld
not be mitizated in weeks or even months, It was &
mattor of yeare tefore such batreds would leseen or
be forgotten, and then only 1f new incldents did now
give fresh fuel to the flames., I mald that he was &

politicizm
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politioisn anl that I was & diplomat, and we were
eapable of saying, sach cne of mus, tint =hat took
pluice within Cermany wae & msiter for Germany and
ahat took plsos within azerion was s = iter for
Assricans. Indeel, I should be the firet to contest
that what took plese within Azeriea gonoerned other
people, Hevertheless 1t coulld not be expeoted that
guoh oblectivity xoald be felt by the mss of our
populstion or by ibe writers.

fere Gcebbels broke in and emid that he ksd Deen
s writer nizself and ba knew that every writer must
shos hlaself & better genersl than the cozmsnler-ln-chief,
a better paloter then an artlet, = better sasiolen thean
an orohestra dlreoter, aad, above all, & better
politiolsn than the chlef ol iy gountry., aLLls weak-
pess on the part of writers was underetandsble and
natural,

I repliel that I had tclked at gonsldersble length
with the American reprecoemtatives here wnd that 1 felt
that by sil large they were & sarious group of men
trylng %o %ell the truth e they eaw 1%, but that
after all the dMinilster must not forpet tkat they
were seelag It through Amerloon eyes and they wers
judgiog it from an iwzerican buokground,

Dr. Goebbels agresi with ny estimate of the
Azerioan gorrecpondents and psid that in Terpect to
them he moald mever take ntringent sotion sgalnst
nn Azerlean gorresponisnt without tolking over first
xith me wiat he lotended to do am gotting =y vieua
on the sabject. 1 thanked Llu for thim deolaration

and
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amd saild that I felt, as bhe 414, that the way to avoid
alffioultieon wae to dloouse thes frankly before motloo
and that I weloomed therefore nbat be bad just said.

I continuel on the matter of general relationebipe
by saying that I kad besn muoh sirook by notleing that
it was moch barder for the Azerioan poople to be in-
different %o what took pleoe xithin Germany than it
wag even for the elitizen of Frenmoe or EZnglund, natione
whioh kad borne the brunt of the Wer, I felt that thie

srose from that Freudian somplex by vhioh deep suffeoctlon

wshioh is shattersd turos lnevitably to hatred and not
to indifferonces. Azerigans of =y sge &apl generation
had besn sgoustomed to @es¢ the boat intelleotusles 1o
our country go to Uermany for eduoation in medloins,
technical matters, arte, and so onj that thousands of
housss, among them ailne, had bkad German zirls as
governesses for the children, tmt ten thousande of
famllies had Germen relatives. Thaws the bonds betzeen
ths tx¢o lande =ent s0 desp that we gounld nat repard
what happensd in Germany with indifforcnge. 1 sald,
if Sr, Goebbels wisbhed to prove these relatlonships to
his can eatisfaction, ke d caly to emmzon 4 dozen

ef his collaborators and ask them each of ths relation-
ehlp they had with swmerios. He wae alaoot certain tao
find in every oase that eagh of thes had a couein, &
bratkar, an usngle, or scma braneh of his famlly
establiched in ocur ecomntry in the past 100 yesrs.

The War had largely ohottercd thie feelliaos of

olose contaot andl affection for Germany. 1o the

yeara
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i yearn soooseding the War muoh sivense had besn made in
rebuilding this ralationship, tut it bad sgain been
shattered, primarily = I regretied to have to ralee it
aguln = by the Jexlsh quees tlon.

The Minister said that this was an sntirely new
and interesting point of view., Heverthaless it waas
gtartling to b=z to find the lsok of eozprehension of
what wae golng on in Germeny on the part of Azerioan
travallern; that ovar and over sgain Amaricans ®ith
whom he talked had bosn wetonishel apd sald =0 when
ttey ®aw the economlo oonditions of Geraany, the norsal
1ife of it people snd thelr satisfaoticn., It wsa
unhappy that there was eo littls mderstanding om the
pert of the Amerlesns for what took plege in this laand,
I replied that I eerreel with hia that there was a
large neasure of alsunderstendiog amd that I syeslf,
although I hod tried to etudy about Cerasay before
I onze, tad learmed & great deal since =¥ arrival,
However, I waoted %o eaphasise that the underutending
beteern the countries must ke mutual Lf 1t 18 to be
of any uss, and that the misuaderstaniing apd igFnoranae
in respsot of my land in Gersany was Just ae etriking
to an Aosrioan ss the misonderstanding of =y people
when they onoe here sbout Germany., I koex how boret
were 211 pablio men in this eosntry, bhow busy they
were, novertholese I hoped that they would find tize
to try to ses sbat my country wmas driving ai and
what my Freeldent ond 3eoretary of State were trying
to nooomplish.

Dr.

& |
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br, Goebbals said that he hoped 1% would some tlae
becoze possible for responslble American Gowrpament
offlielale %o show &% least thalr dimapprovel of the
publicstion of llee., & polnted ocut that a questlicn
bad been wsted in the House of Comsonm at Londom
aboul & report of 30,000 Germans landing to help Frasoo
ond the irise Ulalster hed replied that thelr rsanorts
were to the affeot that there =as pot & mard of trath
in theee Tumers. Jr, Gosbbels sald that the Oerzan
offiolals folt prefoundly grateful for this mtalaenant
of Chamberlain's, ag it was & real indicatlon Lhet he
nas trying to bettor relations between ths two countriss,

In eoneluslon Jr, CGosbbels Teiterated hie state-
ment abodt talking over with me in advunoe any radiosl
aotion Tespegtling our press repreventatives ani besred
me to come %0 Rin freely when I wamted to tulk owmr
any mittor, Io retum I told him that I hoped thame
relatlone oould be bettersdi, thnt conleses I cheriehsd
this bhope 1 would not lave gome Lhore, but that I
feared that ve had & d1fficult 7yoad lu front of oe apd
one thioh would take lcog mod pwuilens labor, If it
oould be sohleved at all.

B.H.W.

berlin, d=rch 22, 1933.
Hivi/ha
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

June 18, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you speak to me

about this at your convenlience?

F. D. R.

Letter of June 2, 1938 from Axbassador
Hugh R. Wilson 1in re orctest azelnst
the decree xslking o»ligatory the
reglstration of all properi; old by
Jews, even when tiiose Jews are
forelgners.
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; THE WHITE HOUSE

' WASHINGTON

Septemts r 3, 1938,

UEMORANDUY FOR
HON, HARRY L, HOPKINS

will you summarize the

enclosed? Read, if you want
to, and return for my files.

F. D. R.
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Septevber 3, 1938,

Dear Hughi=

1 have not had a chance before this
to thank vou for thet exceilent renort on the
youth cazms., I am making it the beais of a
g:ueﬂnr study frow our omwn point of view over

are.

Thenk you also for the "Strength
throurh Joy* rosort vhich I am now reading.
A1l of this helps us in planuing, even though
our mathods are of the democratic variety!

You are, I know, going through diffi-
cult days in Derlin but today things scen a
little brighter.

Uy best wishes %o you,

Always sincerely,

Honorable Hugh R. Wilseon,
American EmbaB8y,

Berlin,

Germany.

i
L FF, wetsen 7
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION Wile o il

% WAL KEF-JOMNSON BUILDING I\-~--._ }J "

T3 HEW YORK AVENUE MW, ) )
ASHINGTON, D, C. Ak

“ “Detober 18, 1933.

The President
The fite House

Dear Mr. President:

In ur, Hopkins' sbsence I &= writ-
ing in reply to your memorandum of September third
bringinz to our attention en intereEting report edb-

amitted br our Embesey in Qermzny on the "Strength
Throazh Joy" progrem in that country. o
—
I heve resd thie report with con-

cidersble intersst end heve preparsd in accordance
with your suggestion a memorandum coxzenting oa it
whieh I enclose herewith.

Sinceraly yours,

nillicemp

apnty u:inlatratarlgirf?r_ﬁ

xl 6ol
2| PE
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Evmanrys

Comrent:

MEMAANDTY OR

Thie report describez the sctivities of the Germsn organize-
tlon, Etrencth throth Joy. Thie i: the recreationnl branch of
the Lebtor Front, ezl substitute for independsnt lebor unions,
end includes twentyr nillion workere.

Thie orgenizetion operates in six mejor flelda:

1. The promotion of chesr excurslons warying
from dey trips to oceen crulees, Llncludin. the
congtruction end operetlon of ocenn liners and
excureicn bopts.

2, The promotlon of better working conditions
and recrectioncl facilities in private industrirl
plents throush the voluntary cooperction of plunt
ormers.

2. Tha promotion of sports including the con-
strucilon of facilitios, the orgenirzation of com—
petiticns, end imstruction.

4e The furniehing of inexvensive ticikets to
theaters, ccneerts, festivrls ete., the sctusl
conduct of guch ectivitiee, #nd the promotion of
leicure time participetion in the erts by werkers.

£« Promoticon of poruler educetionel work for
rorkere in all fleids Including Resl indoctrination.

6. The develonzent of & low price wutomchils.

The ectlvities deseribed in thir report sre, for the most
pert, i thesselves desireble end meny of them ere £ part of
our ovrn leisure tlae progrem & carried on throu-h federtl,
locel snd privete agenclies and more perticularly through the
TFA recrectionel projects in tiils country. Tt is the motivation,
method, and pocl that is different. Here cre s fen of the more
obvious differences:

Motivation Their leisure time activities are
intended to cowmpensete workers for
low weges snd divert tiexn from eny
effort to increcre them. Ours ere
intended to assict vorkers to realize
their omn potentirlities end g0 become
evere of their conditions end of their
own cepacity £8 citizens &nd workers in
& demccrecy to lmnrove them.

Control Thelr program ls imrozed from sbove
on en enthoritsrien besis with no par-
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Cenclueion:

ticipetion in mencgenent or in the deterzin-
etion of policy. In our rrogrom every ef-
fort is made to sccure the widest possible
perticipetion through sponsorsiip, commnity
councile, end through cooperative arrange-
zente with inderendent orgenizations such es
trede unions.

Socirl Im-licetlons Thelr progrim is besed on & concep—
tion of clesz clignment fundsmentrl to the
Bezi philesopliy whici ecmpensetes through the
theery of raciel end netionsl unity end =ucer-
lority for the suppression of moriing class
intercsts &8 recognized in o demwerney.

The clasz cheracter ol the Stren-th thrwuch
Joy program iz eaphssized by the exclusion of
Jews, the limitation of ite benefits to lower
income groupe, end the peyment of meabership
dues in proportion to incowe. In our progream
every effort is mede to emphesize the democratic
Principle that ell individucle ere entitled to
public benefits, &t the sape tlue imposing no
barriers to the recoznition of the erecicl inter—
etts of working people &nd their right to preacte
those interests through or;enizstion or other
BEEDE.

Disagree—ent with the fundsmentsl philosophy of Mationel
Soelelien ghould not blind us to the interesting espects of
their setivities in the recreetloncl fiecld. It should be poz-
gible to adept whet le good in their lelesure tlane prorran to
our om democratic inetitutions nithout confusien of murpaee,
g0 lon; 8 the fundementel distincilore cutlined stove cre
cleerly recomized. Agturlly, most of thelr cctivitles have
been eizultenecuely developed in this country, withiut deainent
ftrees on centrelized control end siandsrdized practices.
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