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My dear Mr, Fresident:
I transmit the original of a communication ad-

dressed to you by His Majesty Abdul Aziz ibn Saud,

E;?g of Saudl 4rablae, regarding the Palestine situation
and the attitude of this Government with respect there-
to. The origlnal letter, of which a translation pre-
pared by the Americen Legation in Cairo is alsoc enclosed,
was handed to the American Chargé d'Affaires in that
city by the Saudi Arabian Chargé d'Affaires there, and
transmitted by the former to the Department.

With regard to King ibn Saud's remarks concerning
the position of Fresident Wilson in respect of self-
determination and the sending of a"Commission of
Investigation" to the Near East in 1919, it may be
helpful, for convenient reference, to set forth briefly
the chronology of events. It will be recalled that
President Wilson, in the twelfth of his Fourteem Points,

urged that "the other nationalities which are now under
Turkish

The President,

The wWhite House.
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Turkish rule should be assured en andoubted security of
1ife and &an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autono-
mous development®. In 1ine with the foregoling principle
Article XiXII of the govenant of the League of Hations
agcorded provisional recognition as independent nations
to certain communities in the former Ottoman Empire, md
stipulated that 1o selecting mandatories for such nations
the "wishes of these communities must be a principal con-
sideration”.

with a view to carryiag out that stipulation it was
agreed at Parls that commisslons should be sent to the
Near East to inquire into the situatlon and to submit a
report thereon. It will be recalled that the other
governments concerned refrained from sending such ¢om-
missions but an American section, headed by uT. Charles
H. Crane and Ur. Henry Churchill King, did wisit the
Near East during the summer of 1919 and submitted a re-
port, dated August 28, 1919. It is to this report that
Eing itn Saud refers in the fourth from the last paragraph
of his letter. TFor convenience of reference I guote those
of the Commission's recommendations regarding Palestine
which King ibn Saud apparently had in mind:

nIf that principle {selr-ﬁstarminaticn]

is to rule, and so the wishes of Falestine's

population are to be decisive as to what is %o

be done with Palestine, then it is to be Tre-

membered that the non-Jewish population of

palestine - nearly nine-tenths of the whole =

are emphatically against the entire Zionist
program. The tables show that there was no

one
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one thing upon which the population of Palestine

were more agreed than upon this. To subject a

people so minded to unlimited Jewish ivmigration,

and to steady financial and social pressure to

surrender the land, would be a gross viclaiion of

the principle just quoted, and of the people's

rights, though it kept within the form of law."

The conclusions of the Commission on the question of
Palestine read as follows:

"In view of all these considerations, and

with e deep sense of sympathy for the Jewish cause,

the Commiszsioners feel bound %o recommend that

only a greatly reduced Zionist program be attempted

by the Peace Conference, and even that, only very

gradually initiated. This would have to mean that

Jewish immigration should be definiteliy limited,

and that the project for making Palestine distinetly

8 Jewish Commonwealth should be given up." .

Although we have had numercus communicetions from Arab
notables and organizetions protesting that the attitude of
this Government favored the Zionist cause and was consequently 1
anti-Arab, this is the first letter which we have had from an
Arab Chief of State. As you are aware, the special position
of the Arab States neighboring Palestine with reference to
that country has been recognized by the British Government
on several occasions, the most recent of which was in con-
neotion with the forthooming London Conference called by
the British Government to effect a settlement of the Palestine
question, to which the Governments of Saudi Arsbia, Iraq,
Transjordan, Egypt and Yemen have been invited to send
official delegates. In view of the special position of
the Arab States in respect of the Palestine question, and

in
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in view of the position of King ibn Saud as the ouistand ing
Arab ruler and as the person most quelified to speak on
behalf of the Arab people, it would seem that somsthing
more than a perfunctory acknowledgment should be maede of

his present communication.
T enclose for your consideration end your signature,

if you epprove, a reply %o His Majesty which has been drafted

with the foregoing considerations in mind. If you have some
particular views which you desire to have insorporated in
this communieation, I shall be grateful if you will indicate

their nature.
aithfully yours

A

1. From Eing ibn Saud,
with trenslation thereof.

Enclosures:

g, Letter to King ibn Saud.




Enclosure Mo, 1 to Despatch Nos, 1474 of December 17,
1638, from the American Legation at Cairo,
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IN THE HAME OF GOD, THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE

From: Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdur Rahman El Faiasal, Eing of the
Kingdom of Saudl Arabla,

To 3§ President Franklin Roossevelt of the Hepublic of the
United States of Amerlca.

¥r, Prealdent:

We have been informed of what has been published re-
garding the position of the Covermment of the United States
of America concerning support of the Jews in Paleatine, In
view of ouwr confidance in your love of right and juatics,

and the attachment of the free American People to tns funda-

mental democratic traditions based upon the malntenance of
right and juatice and succor for defeated psoples, and in
view of the frilendly relatlons exlatins betwean our ingdom
and the Government of the United States, we wish to draw
your attention, Mr, President, to the cause of the Araba in

Falestine and their legitimate rights, and we have full con-

fidence that our statement will male clear to you ana the
American Feopls the Just cause of the Araba in those Holy

Lands,

It has appeared to us from the account which haa been
published of the American position that the case of Palea-
tine has been conslidered from a sinpgle point of wview: the
point of view of the Zicnist Jews; and the Arab nolnta of
view have been neglected. We have observed as one of the
effects of the widespread Jewlsh propaganda that ths demo=
eratic Americen People has been grosaly misled, and 1t has
resulted in considering support If'or the Jews in crushinz
the Arabs in Palestine a human act, while such an act 1s a
flagrant injustice directed agalnst a peaceful people 1in
ita own country that has not ceased to have confldence in
the fairneas of general democratic oplinlon iIn the world.
at larges and in America particularly, I am confident that
if the righta of the Arabs in Palesatine were made clsar to
you, Mr, Presldent, and to thes American People, you would
give them full support.

The argument on which the Jews depend in thelr claima
regarding Palestine is that they settled there for a time
in the olden days and that they have wandered in various
countries of the world, and that they wish to craate a
gathering=-place for themselves ln Palestine whera thay may
live frealy, And for thelr action they rely upon & prooise
they received from the British Government, namely: the
Balfour Declaration.

As for the historleal claim of the Jews, there la
nothing to justify it; because Palesatine was and has not

canaad
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ceascd to be ocoupled by the Arabs through all the pericds
and progressaion of history, and ita soverelen was thelr
soversign, If we except the interval when the Jews wers
established there, and & second perlocd when the Roman Emplre
ruled there, the soveraignty of the Araba has been thelras
in Palestine from the oldest times to our own day. The
Arsbs, throuch the entire course of their existence, have
been the keepera of the Holy Places, the magnifiera of
thelir situation, the respecters of their sanctity, main-
tainine their affeirs with all faithfulpeas and devotlon.
When the Otoman Government extended over Palestine, Arab
influence waa dominant, and the Arabs never falt that the
Turks were & colonlzing power in their country, owing to:

1. The oneness of the religlous bond;

2. The feeling of the Arabs that they were
partnera of the Turks in government;

3, The local administraticn of rovermment
being in the hands of the sona of the
land itaelf.

From the foreroins 1t 1s seen that the Jewlsh claim
of rights in Palestine in so far as 1t rests upon hiastory
has no reality, for if the Jews dwelt in Palastine for a
certeln periocd as poasessora, suraly the Arebs have dwelt
thers for a far longer time, and it is impossible to con-
alder the occupeticn of a country by o people aa & natural
right Justifying their claim thereto. If this principls
be now held in esteem, them 1t 1a the right of every people
to reclsim the country 1t formerly occupled by force for &
certain time. This would brinc about matonishing chances
in the map of the world, and would be irreconcilable with
right, with justlce, or with equity.

Mow regarding the other elaim of the Jows , whareby
they take unto themselves the sympathy of the world only
begauss they are scattered and peraecuted in warious coun-
tries, and they would 1like to find a place 1n which to take
shelter in ordcr to be safe from the injustice they encounter
in many countries, the important thins in this matter 1a to
discriminate between the causes of Judafsm or antl-Semitilsm
in the world and the csuse of political Zicnism, If the
intent wns sympathy for scattered Jews, Paleatine la o small
country, It has already recelved such a great number of
them s to exceed comparison with any country in the world,
taking sccount of the limited area of Palestine &s compared
with the lands of the earth where the Jews dwell, A country
with narrow limits such as Palestine canmot make room for
all the Jews of the world, even supposling 1t were emptied
of its inhabitants, the Arabs (as kr, Halcolm lmcDonald
said in a speech which he delivered recently in the Eritlsh
House of Commons). If the principle be accepted that the
Jews now in Palestine are to remaln there, then thet little
country has already performed s greater human Justice than
any other, You will see, Nr. Presldent, that 1t 12 not
just that the governmenta of the world -- ineluding the
United Stetes == have closed thelr docrs egalnst the lemi-
gration of the Jews and impoas on Palestine, & amall Arab
gountry, the task of sustaining them,

r &



But 1f we look at the matter from the standpoint of
political Zionism, this point of vliew represents a wrong
and unjust way, Lts aim is to ruin a peacesble and tran-
gull people and to drive them from thelr country by various
menns, and to feed the politicel greed and perscna ambi-
tion of o few Zioniats. As to the rellence of the Jews
upon the Balfour Declaration, surely that Declaration has
brought the limlt of opnressicn and iniquity to a pesceful
and tranqull country, It was given by a poverrment which
gt the time of the gift did not poasess the right to impose
it upon Palestine. Similarly, the cpinion of the Arabs of
Palestine was not taken in this regard nor with repard to
the -arroancement -of the Mandate which was impesed upon them,
as has been mode clear alsc by Maleolm limcConald, Eritish
Minister of Colonies, and this in spite of promlaea given

the Alliea, including America, thet they would have the
right of self-determinatica, It 1s important for us to
mention that Balfour's promise waa preceded by another
promise from the British OCovernment with the lmowledge of
the Allies regarding the rights of the Arabs in Palestine
and in other Arab countries.

From this it will be clear to you, lir. Prealdent, that
the historical pretext of the Jews i1s unjust and it 18 im-
posaible to consider it., Their plea from the standpeint of [
humanity has been fulfilled more by Palestines than any other
country, and Balfour's promise on which they depend ia con=-
trary to right end justlice and inconsistent with the prinei-
ple of aelf-deterninaticon, The ambition of the Lionists
rendera the Arabs in all countries apprehenslve, and causes
them to resist it.

The rights of the Arabs in Falestine do not admit of
discuasion because Palestine has been their country slnce
the oléest times, and they did not leave it nor did others
drive them out of it. Plecesz flourished there, Arab in
eivilization, to an extent calling for admiration, for the
reason that they were Arab in origin, in language, in situa-
tion, in culture; and of this there 1s no uncertainty or ]
doubt. The history of the Arabs 1z full of jJjust laws and |
useful works, |

When the World War broke out, the Arabs sided with the
Allies hoping to obtaln their independence, and they were
wholly confident that they would achleve it after the lorld
War for the followlng reascns:

1, Becauss they participated in the War by
action, and sacrificed thelr lives and
thelr property;

2, Because it was promised them by the Erit-
ish Goverrmsnt through notes exchanged
between its representative at the time,
Sir Henry Maclishon, and the Sherif
Husselin;

3, Because of your predecessor, the Great
President Wilson who declded upon the
participation of the United States of
Americea in the War on the side of the

Allles
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Allies in support of high human prine
ciples, of which the moat 1 rtant
was the right of self-determlination;

4, Because the Allies declared in November
1918, following thelr ococupation of the
eountries, that they entered them in
order to fran tham and to give the
people thelr liberty and independence.

lr, President, if you will refer to the report sub-
mitted by the Commission of Investigation which {uur prede=-
gesasor, President Wilson, sent to the lear East in 1919,
ou tiil find the demands which tha Arabs in Palestine and
yria mede when they were questlioned as to what future they
asked for themselves.

But unfortunately the Arabs found after the War that
they were abandoned, and the assurances Eiven dig not
materialize, Thelr lands have boaen divided and diatribu-
ted unjustly, Artificial fontiers resulted from theae
divialons which are not justified by the facta of geography,
nationality, or religion, In additlion to this, thoy found
themaelves facing a very great danger: the incuralon upon
EhaE iingha Zicnists, who became the possescors of their

as F

The Arabs protested strongly when they learnod of tha
Balfour Declaration, and they protested againat the organ=-
ization of the landate, They announced thelr rejection
and their non=-acceptance thereofl Irom the firat day, The
stream of Jewish immirration from wvaricus countries to
Palestine has caused the Arabs to fear for thelr lifvea
and their destiny; conseguently numerous cutbreaks and
disturbances in Palestine took place In 1820, 1¥21, and
1629, but the most importsnt outbreank was that of 1836,
and its fire has not ceased to blaze to this hour.

Mr, President; the Araba of Palestine and behind them
the-rest of the Arabas -- or rather,; the reat of the Islamic
World == demand their righta, and they defend their lenda
against those who intrude upon them and their territorles.
It is impossible to establish peace in Paleatine unless
the Araba obtain thelr ricghts, and unless they are surse
that theilr countries will not be given to en alien pecple
whose principles, airs and customs differ from thelrs in
every way. Therefore we besesch and adjure you, kr, Presi-
dent, in the name of Justice andé Freedom &nd help for weal
peoples for which the noble American People ia celebrated,
to have the goodness to consider the cause of the Araba
of Palestine, and to support thoss who live in peace and
quiet desplte attack from these homeleas groupa from all
parts of the world, For it is not just that the Jewa be
sent away from all the various countries of the world and
that weak, conguered Palestine.should, agsinat 1ts will,
suffer this whole people, %Ye do not doubt that the high
prineiples to which the American People adhere, will cauae
them to yield to ripght and grant support for Jjuatlce and
falir play.

Written

-3
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Written in our Palace at Ar Ried on the seventh day
of the month of Shawal, in the year 1357 of the Hejira,
correaponding to Hovember 29, 1938, A, D.

(Signed) Abdul Aziz Ea Saud

Translation: GPI/MN/53
Copled by: icg
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February L0, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

There is enclosed a copy of a telegram which was
sent yesterday to Mr. Myron Taylor and Mr. George Ruhlcufguuhjuui
with regard to the program of emigration which the /

German Government has indicated its willingness to

carry out. .
Believe me,
7
\ i
v f
'.{.r:.-’f*:
Enclosure:

Copy of telegram sent
to Mr. Taylor and Mr. Rublee,
February 8, 1939.

The President,
The White House.
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TELEGRAM SEXT
This telegram must be
closgly paraphrased be-
fore being communicated February B, 18389
to anyone. (C)

4 Ds Ma

AMEIIDASEY

LO¥DON (ENGLAND)

104

FOR MYROW TAYLOR AND RUBLEE. »—m—

Your 167, February 6, 4 Ds Ma

Before commenting spreificelly upon Rublee's meEmoran-
dum to Wohlthat, we wish to emphosize certain gemeral
ponsiderationa. i

Ong. The program outlined relates exelusively to

Jews, You should emphasize to the Cormittee that ita

task also covers the emigration and resettlement of

Catholleca, Protestants and others. As a practical

“matter, however, there appears to bE no objection to

admitting frankly that Jewish emigrotlon and resettle-
ment constitutts.;;-;;;_E;ErE;E;;:;;-;;;ﬂ;;;; difficult
part of the Commlttec's task.

Two. The condition that the program will be put
into effect only when Germany "is satisfied that the
countries of immigration cre disposed to receive

currently
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£-41104, To London, Frb.8,4p.Ms

currently Jews from Germany in conformity with this

program" is a serious one. It gives Germany the final
say aa to whct must be done or wihat assurances must bE
given by other governments before thr progrom will be
put into effect ond would permit Cermany to drop or
eliznge the prosram at ony time on .the exeuse that other
governments were not acting in cccordance with 1t.
Three., Ve feel strongly that the program outlined
must be earried out unilaterally by the German QoveErn-
ments e agree that the progrom represents the maxlmum
obtainable from the Germon Govermment at thio time, that
it reprrzoents o nEw ond mMOrE favorzble cttitude toward
the problem of Jewish emigration, and that it will, 1if
garricd out, provide o notable lmprovement over present
cond:itiona in Germany. On the other hamd, even thia
moximum contolns objectionnble fectures which this Govern-
ment would not wish to condone by pfrticipﬂting in on
agreement betwern the Commltice nnd}g:rmnn Government or
by an active acceptance., In this connection the German
posit:on thot they are aeting independently on thelr
own initiztive 1s helpful. Az 2 unilateral program 1t

presunably
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presumably represents the beat that could be expected.
As B basis for an agreement it would be definitely
unacecptable,

Four, 'e consider that the program outlined would,
if earried out, represent ; sufficient improvement over
present couditions (aside from the repercussions in
Germany wihiich could be expected if the Committec did not
take eogalzance of the program) to warrant the Committee
taking cognizance of it. We do not, however, faver a
reply Uy the Committee to the Germans which could be
construed elther s an acceptance or as initiating a
negotiation between the Committee end the German GovErt-
ment whilch would saddle the former with reaponaibility,
The ¢istinctlon between raising no objection to, and
actively accepting, a project may seem a fine one, but
i1t ia none the less real, The Committee, having taken
cognizance of what Germany 1a prepared to do, should
make clear that 1t is disposed, also unilaterally, to
deal to the fullest extent of its ability and within the
limits of the immigration laws and practices of its
member Jovernments with the problem of developing oppor=

tunities for scttlement, _
+ The
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The following are more specifie considerationas

{1) In so far as our immigration laws ArE COO=
eerncd, 1t 1s unthinkable that we could admit the right
of *another government to say whom we should or should
not admit and there is, of course, no way in which
preference can bE granted to pErsons in the wage-garning
category as such as lar as we are concerned. The only
way in which the percentage of perscns of that category
coming to this country sould be increased would be by
the purely voluntary action of persons in other eategories
glving up their places when their turn 1s r:nchfd under
the quota. Obviously no assurances of any kind could be
given in this connection and no pressure: could be exerted
by us.

{2) The emigration of 150,000 peraons of the wage-
garning category from Germany oVEr 4 period of five years
should not, however, bE imposslible or EVED exceasively
difficult without departurc from existing immigration
lows and proctices. If our gstimate that refugees A4re
currently being admitted into other countriea ot a rate
of 80,000 o year is correet, and we are confident that 1t
1s conservotive, and If the German eatimate that three-

. eighths

'y
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cicghths of the persons to bE emigrated are wage-£&IMErs,
1t seems probable that wage-garaers arc already
emigrating at a rate approximating 30,000 a year. On
the one hand, current emigration includes a certain
percentage, perhips ten to fifteen per cent, of non=-
Jewa and a furth:ir percentage of Jewe over 45; on the
other, the currznt estimated rate of emigration takea
no account of :»asas settlement possibilities. It would
not seem Improcable that o five year period would be
sufficlent nct only for the emizration of 150,000
wage-earnera but for the emizration of most of their
dependents as well, :

(3) "here will presumably be & considerable residuc
of wage=carners who for ontc reason or another will not
be admissible into any country in the normal course of
events and these must be provided for in mass settlement
projents, This will not be easy as mass settlement undcr
plonesring conditiona will require a particularly capablc
type of cmigrant, but it is believed that large scale
mass settlemint should be able to provide for this
resldue as well,

(4) The provisions for organizing emigration within
Germany
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Germany, with foreign particlpatiocn, should hove dia-
tinet walue, It must be borme in mind, however, that
our immigration lows would not permlt the intervention
of any agency between applicant and consul.

{5) The release of all, or nearly all, Jews from
concentration camps would be o conslderable achievement.

{6) The arrangements for the care of peraons who
are not to be emlprated are not definite and far short
of what micht e desired but are definitely better than
present conditions.

{7) The setting up of o trust fund from existing
Jewish property in Germany is something which, as indicated
in our 802, December 21, 6 p. M., would be most difficult
for us to recognize in view of the implied sanctlon of
the principle of confiscation. This difficulty micht
be ovErcomE, however, il the individual were to retain
title to the amount he hod eontributed to the fund, such
title to cover hias pro-rata share in such omounts as
may cventually be transferred, if any are. The limito-
tions on the usge of the truat fund do not appear objee=
tionables

(8) We ossume that the words "traditicnal sphere”
of the Hoovarah aystem refers solely to Palestine.

(g) The
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{(8) The permission for emigrants to leave without
payment of their flight or personal effects taxes would
be a further worthwhile achlevement.

{10) The relationship of the Committee to the pro-
poaed ocutside purchasing agency, which may be veEry
useful, will have to be worked out in London, but cere
should be taken in this conncction to aveld active
acceptance of the GErman prograns

(11) The appolntment of the third trustee would
also involve active acceptance, We should not desirc
to see an American serve in this capacity even 1f
individual contributors to the trust fund are permitted
to retain title.

Rublee appears to have accomplished more in Berlin
than we hed reason to expect, and we wish to congratulate
him and to express apprecilation for the Energy and
determinaticn with which he carried cut his mission in
BeErline

(aw)

Eu:TCA:EIC ~ VD EA A=-N A-3 Treasury U
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Copy of letter from Myron C. Taylor

left with Bill Bullitt ff,
For rest of memo not dealing with TS
the Committee-See:Taylor Gen corres-Drawer 2-1939

Paris Mar 11, 193%

The Intergovermmental meeting concluded its sessions omn
February 13, 1939. Thersafter I brought to the attention of
the Jewlsh societies and to a group of leaders, including
Anthony Rothchild, Lord Bearstead and others, the importance
of promptly meting, first, on the suggestion of the third
trustes for the internal German Trust, and second, the forma=-
tion of a plan to ereate an outside corporation or foundation
to earry out in both instances the terms of the German uni-
lateral ocroposals first proposed by Schacht, later modified by
Wbhlthat. I believe it best for many reascns to characterize
as German proposals the memorandum which, while it contains many
of the pointw that the committee had evolved at and since
Evian, is not of course, an Inter-Govermmental Committee pro-

' posal, Embarrassment might ultimately flow from it if it were
so styled.

On arrival in Paris on February 16th, I conferred with Ambassador
Bullitt and gave him in detail all events and memoranda
affecting refugees, so that he would be able intelligently to
discuss the matter when and as cccasion required. I them left
for Florence.

From Florence I telephoned Ambassador Phillips that I would
come to Rome Thursday, February 23rd, to discuss the refugee situation
with him, and sugzested that if he thought well of it, it
might be adwisable first to visit Mussolini together and to acquaint
him with preliminaries of the present German situatiém,
and, if the opportunity cceurred, to express to him the hope that
in view of the progress made with Germany, he might find it
possible to postpons the date of exodus in Italy from March 12th for
a periocd of six months or a year, giving those affected a better
opportunity to locate elsewhere and the avoiding of a revival of
s general world discussion on the subhect, with its possible in-
juricus effect on the German refugee situation, which, in 1ts
present early stages under the memorandum, might be seriocusly
impaired if the subject were remewed in a world-wide sense.

For his further information, I submitted to him, first, a copy
of Sir Andrew MacFadden's report on the Itallan situation; secomd,
a copy of a memorandum which had been prepared by the Hewish
leaders in London and Paris; third, & copy of Sir Herbert Emerscn's
memorandum regarding settlement projects; and fourth, minutes of
the Inter=Governmental Committee which contained the German memoran-
dum, of which memorandum he kept a copy. This will be helpful to



mmmﬂ'mnmm .

L

\

him in the discussions which may take place with Italian officials.

Yussolinl was not in Romo when I was there, but was understood
to be in the Italian Alps on vacation. Ciano left Rome about the
tima I arrived. The Ambassador had inguired if I should be re=
geived by Yussolini a week later when he reutrnsd. The answer
was, I believe, that it was not then convenlent. My Italian
friends in London and Parls had suggested contast with Yussolinmi
and not Clano, who reported as violently antl-Jewish and not
fully frisndly toward America. I suggested to the Ambassador
that I should not oreats an issus over the questioh of a wisit
to Mussolind.

1 returned to Florence the following day, February 24th. The
Axbassador to Home, has, I believe, asked your irmstructions
whother he should progeed through the usual channel, Clano, to
discuss the subjest along the lines indicated. I &= not aware

of your reply.

T laft Florence for Monte Carlo om Saturday last, to visit a few
friends who were thare 111, It is likely that Mr. Bullitt
will in another telsgram rescite other incidents which may be of
interest,

i




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

March 21, 1939

Uy dear Mr. President:
It 1s not often that I send you a copy of a

personal letter ae long as the enclosed letter from
- T ————r———

Mr. Pell to Pierrepont Moffat. This letter, however,

éI;aa 8o vivid a plcture of the diffliculties under
which the Intergovernmentsl Commlttee ls working
and of the uncooperative attitude of several coun-
tries, - despite thelr protestations of interest, -

¥

that I feel you wolild be interested in reading 1it.

11y yours,

Enclosure:

Copy of letter from
Mr. Robert Pell.

The President,
"The White House.

'(/ S - ,/:‘ /_“’, ,
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INTERCOVERMMENTAL COLMITTEE

l, Central Buildings,
Weatminseter,
London, B8.W.1l.

March 8, 1939

Dear Plerrepont:

I enclose a copy of a confidentlal memorandum of my
conversation with Wohlthat in Berlin, I think that 1t
glves you the full picture. Iy impression is that Goering
wishes to go ahead with his program, but desires ammuni-
tion with which to justify hls amctivities to Hitler. This
ammunition in the firet instance is to take the form of
the memorendum on settlement ?rnjectn which I am to take
back to Berlin in a fortnight's time. Goering'e other
precccupation 1a that the financing machinery on the 1n-
side of Germany and on the outside shsll come into belng
simultaneously, that 1s, that the private corporation
ghall be set up at the seme time. In studying the situ-
ation 1t seems to me that the clue to the timing lies
with the appointment of the third or forelgen trustee.

When he has been approved by both sldes, his appolintment
can be held off until both corporation and trust can be
announced to the public. It is my impression that Wohlthat
is in agreement with this way of proceeding.

Ag I indicete 1n my memorandum, I had a long gecret

conference with the Jewlisgh leaders in Berlln. They are,

of course, very nervous and Jumpy, and incllned to dis-
ecount much of what we are dolng., At the seme time, they
are ready to acknowledge thet there has been an easing of
the situation, and that 1t 1e all to the good that Goering
is centrelizing the administration of the emigration. _They
were quite frank sbout the ship loads o elr co-relliglon-
1gts which they are heading in various directions such as
Shanghal, the llediterranean and the Caribbean. They sald
that they had to get their people out, whether there was
an eaeing of the tenslon or not. At any moment an incl-
dent might occur which would endanger the very lives of
their people. They could not afford to take chances,

with the consequence that they were very ready to yield

to the pressure of the secret police and the enticement

of the shipping companies and to emigrate their people
without papers and without a fixed destination. They

sald that no opportunities for infiltration existed any
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longer, with the exception of the American quota and the
refuge opportunities offered in England, The rest of the
vorld had dried up. They had, therefore, to fall back
upon force majeur, and reveal to the world in thie dramatic
fashion what was their plight. I pleaded with them that
they were doing more harm then good by this way of proceed-
ing, that they were defeating our efforts to open up places
in Legtin America, but they 1au§ned in my face. After six
years of desling with thils problem they are very hard.

They do not believe in promises. Too many promises have
been broken. They want action and are in a state of mind
where they will force action.

Following my return from Berlin, I conferred at lenzth
with Lord Winterton and Sir Herbert ﬁmaraan. also Monicy
of the French Empassy. It was agreed that I should mske

a draft memorandum which would then be submitted to the
American, Britigh and French Governments in the first in-
gstance, and by way of courtesy to the other offlcera of

the Committee. When the text had been spproved I would

be authorized to take it back to Berlin, As a first set-
back in the preparation of thig draft, the Foreign Office
informed me this morning that I could say nothing about
Palestine. They also warned me that I would have to be
most cautious in my references to British Gulanas end to
Northern Rhodesia. Just by way of further encouragement,
the Dominican Charge d'Affaires, for whom I gave a luncheon
yesterday, sald that the gtatement with regard to his coun-
try would have to be moet general.

With regard to Northern Rhodesla, a terrific row has
been going on here throughout the last two weeks, The basis
wae theat the Rothschild emigration comnittee wae suthorized
by the Government to assemble a Commission which would be
gent to Rhodesla for the purpose of surveylng possibilitles
of "emall scele settlement". The Rothschilds replied that
they could not send ocut a mlsslon at great expense unless
1te terms of reference were agreed upon with the Government
in advance. They also asked that an official of the Govern-
ment should be assigned to accompany the misslon. The
Government, in answer, sald that no officlel elther from
this end or from the local government in Hhodesla could
have any connection with the mlsslon. They then produced
terms of reference which were so poor that Lord Halley, the
Chairman of the Co-Ordinating Committee, threatened to reslgn.
g1y Herbert Emerson, who is magnificent, rughed into the
breach and saved the situation temporarily. The Colonial
Office ls now reconsldering terms of reference, but so far
has not given any indicatlon that they will be very satis-
factory. The battle contlnues.
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8ir Herbert returned from his visit of inspection in
France, Belgiun and Hollend about the same time that I got
back from Serlin. e 8 glven me a very confldentlesl in-
dication of what he discovered in these countries. 4ihe
eonditions in Freance are appalling. The government is
doing little or nothing to cope with the situation, and
is treating the people who have escaped across the borders
as criminals, housing them in abandoned Jalls, depriving
them of proper medical attentlon, and generally behaving
badly. Sir Herbert was gilven very little cooperation by
the French in his investigatlon; in fact 1t might be sald
that they did everything to hamper his efforts. In Belzium
he found that there were between 8,000 and 9,000 adult
refugees, and sbout 500 children. The number of adults
is continually increasing, since although the Belgian
Government has formally closed the frontler, no serlous
attempt 1s being made to carry out the closure, and both
private organizstions and government services told him
that it was in fact impracticable to close the frontiers.
While, therefore, the Government 1s still at liberty to
expel those who have entered the country illegally, there
18 no imnediste proepect of it exerclsing that right, al=-
though 1t might be compelled to do so 1f the numbers con-
tinue to increase a2t the present rate. The rate of irregular
entry into Belgilum is about 400 a week, and there 1s at
present 1ittle evidence that the rate is declining. The
excess of entrles over departures constitutes the main
problem in Belgium, both for the Government and the private
organizations which are hard put financlally. There 1s
practicelly no asnti-semitic feeling in the country at
present, although there 1ls some evidence that there 1s
a trend in this direction. Private organizations have
been very generous in supplylng funds, but they are
rapldly reaching the point where they cannot afford to
make further large contributions, so that without external
support the sltuatlion may very quieckly get out of hand,
Most of the refugees at present are belng supported in
Brussels or in Antwerp. The cost of board and lodging
of a refugee 1s approximately 3 Belglan francs a day and
this is very near the subsistence limit and cannot be cut
down any further. It allows a man to live but little more.
Other refugees are in a camp, or rather settlement, at
Merxplas, about 45 miles from Brussels. This village is
the headquarters of the State Workhouse for Vagrants, and
the Government has placed at the dlspoassl of the private
assoclations some of the buildings. There are facllities
for sports and there are work shops with adequate rooms
for tralning purposes. DBetween 600 and 1,000 refugees are
in this settlement. Most of them ere between eighteen and
thirty-rive and belong to the shop-keeper, salesman, clerk
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and petty merchant class. There are virtually no sgkilled

‘mechanics or agriculturalists. The Superintendent l1es a

refugee doctor and he 1s assisted by two Government of-
ficiale. The conduct of the persons in the camp 1s ex-
cellent and the morale is high., The Belglan Government
is now planning to set up a second camp at larneffe, about
60 miles from Brussels, There 1s a large government build-
ing there which was originally a castle, later a Jesult
College =nd was recently used for the accommodation of
Spanish children. It has large out-bulldlngs which might
easlly be converted into excellent work shops. The sur-
roundings are beautiful and healthy and there are about
100 acres of land avallable for agricultural tralning.

At least 1,000 refugees can be accommodated there. e
Government is prepared to setand the expense of condition-
ing this settlement if 1ts malntenance will be taken over
by the private organizations. Speclal facilitles are
being organized for children. The Germans have recently
adopted the practice of placing children from three to
ten years old on tralns with a tag pinned on thelr chest
stating "I am so and so, going to Join my mother 1n
Bruggels®. Of course, there ls no mother at Brussels,
end the children have to be taken care of upon arrival
by the Red Cross and other agencles. Many of these
children are so young that they only know their first
nameg, They carry no papers or other indicatlons of who
they are or where they have come from. These children
are coming across the frontler at such a rate that Belgium
will scon have well over 1,000 children on its hands. On
the Belglan side they are being very well and efficlently
treated, and are being placed in private homes as soon as
this can be arranged. Faclilities are rapldly being ex-
hausted, however, and the Belglans will soon be in need
of outside help.

In Holland Sir Herbert found that there were approxi-
mately 22,000 refugees. The great malority of these are
0ld or middle-aged persons, some sufficlently financed to
carry them alonz for a short time. Many of these are
living outslde Government control, but are obliged %o
report at regular intervals to the authoritlies. The
Dutch Government is using military forces to seal the
frontier, and there are few irregular entries into the
country at this time. Briefly, the Government's policy
appears to be to allow the earller legal entries to melt
into the population, but to make things very difficult
for the recent 1llegal entries. Sir Herbert was not
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permitted to visit the camp where illegel entrante are
maintalned, but he understands that these places are more
in the nature of concentration camps than settlements.
Camps are under the command of officers of the Army
Reserve who, he 1s informed, are very sympathetic towards
the refugees. The food 1z seld to be good and there are
certein facllities for outdoor exercise., A certaln esmount
of teaching in English and other languages is being glven
and a smell beginning is being made in instructing these
people in the crafts. Generally sveaking, facllltles for
retraining are very meagre. MNoat of the refugees are sald
to be too pleased to be out of Germany to worry about their
present dieabilities. The Government 1s sald to have plans
now for setting up one central camp where from three to
four thousand refugees will be housed, where there will

be faclilities for retraining and recreation and vhere

less riéﬁraua methods wlill be adopted than are now the
rule. e Government will pay a part of the cost which

1a estimated to be arpund L125,000, The private organi-
zations will have to defer the remalnder of the expenses.
There are approximately 1,500 refugee children in Holland
and in accordance with 1tes general policy, the Governnent
does not sllow these children to be placed with private
families. They are accommodated in homes, and 8ir Herbert
found that the administration of the homes was efficient
and the character of the children excellent. Unfortu-
nately, the Government 1s not prepared at present to allow
the children to attend ordinary schools, and the associl-
ations are finding 1t difficult to make arrangements to
teach children of varying ages. The cost of living in
Holland is high. There is very little, if any, anti-
gemitic feeling in the country. At the same time, un-
employment 1s high, and if refugees were seriously to
compete with domestic labor, public opinion might rapidly
change. Private charity has been very generous and the
resources of private organizations for this purpose do

not seem to be exhausted.

Of course, all these Governments, together with the
British Government, are insistent that the refugees should

be moved on to places of final settlement within a year,
and both Sir Herbert and I are very much worried about
the situation on the settlement side. It is quite clear,
no metter what may be ssild, that Latin America 1s sealed
at the present time. The two projects in the British
Empire, that is British Gulana and Northern Rhodesla,

are of a long range nature, with the accent on the "long".
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The British are not even sure they will be permitting
anybody to go to Fhodesia. What does thig leave? The
Dominican Republic and the Philippines for settlement
and the United States for infiltration, with 3,000 a
year to Australia. It is understood, however, that thie
3,000 will be drawn from the refugeee now in England,

Sir Herbert and I had a confidential telk with Home
Office experts here this week, and we asked them frankly
how many peonle they were pregared to retain permanently
after the end of this year. hey sald that they could
not rermit more than 3,000 to remain in England. OCutlets
would have to be found for the others. The people while
here are not allowed to work. They have to be supported
by private charity, end conditions are not made easy for
them, The condition, in almost every case, for temporary
entry into England has been evidence that these people
were included on the American quota. Now that the British
have discovered that application for the quota does not
necesgarily mean that the applicant could obtaln a viea,
entry of persons on a temporary basis here has virtually
been stopped. 5o we are pretty close to rock bottom.

The Godman affalr i1e bolling briskly. (1) Godman's
golicitors have notified ues that he 1s sulng the Committee
end/or ite responsible representative to collect the sum
of L2,500 for services rendered. (2) The legal advisers
of the British Government have decided (a) that Lord
Winterton is Chalrman of the British Delegation and, as
such, Chalrman of the Intergovernmental Committee without
executive authority or responsibility; (b) that Sir Herbert
Emerson as an officisl of the League of Nations, enjoys
under the covenant of the League, full diplomatic immunity
and cannot be sued in the Britigh Courts; (e¢) that other
officials of the Committee (meaning me) who are not at
the same time officlale of the League of Nations, do not
enjoy diplomatic or any other immunity or any speclal
status, and are regarded as private citlzens, subject
to be sued and taxed, Parenthetically, this 1s flatly
contrary to what I have been given to understand from
the outset of our establishment here. I have been re-
peatedly told, although I can find no record in writing,
that the Director and the Assistent or Vice-Director of
the Intergovernmental Committee should have the same
status as officiels of the League of Nations on duty
in London, The Foreign Office now says that there 1s
no precedent for this and that it cannot be granted,



i

umwmmrmunmmn:1-rruwuth"ﬂlﬂﬂkm“m _ ‘.

-

Thig, I believe, covers the week's developments.
With best regards to you and to Ted Achilles,

Yours ever,
R.T.P.

Plerrepont Moffat, Eeq.,
Department of State,
Washington, D.C.
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“DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 28, 1939

My dear Mr,. President:
After my last talk with you on the refugee question,

——

I communicated 4o Myron Taylor the wishes you had ex-
pressed to me and in particular the expression of your

desire that a meeting be held here in ﬂnahingtanzggff_;
September under your personal directlon of the represen-
h:%li::E';r the present Executive Committee of the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refugees, namely, reprasenta-
tives of Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, Brazll,
Argentina, and this Government. I indicated to Mr, Taylor
that 1t was my thought that this invitation from you
might most appropriately be made known by him at the next
meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee which will be

held in London on July 18 next. I asked ﬂr. Taylor if

he would send me his reactlon to the general plan which
I indicated to him,

The President,
The White House,
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I have this morning recelved & letter from him in
reply to my letter and I am enclosing a copy of hia
1letter for your informatlon.

At your convenlence may I have an opportunity of
talking with you agaln ghout this subject? Mr, Taylor
1s planning to eall on July 12 and before he lesves he
ghould have final and definite {natructions from you in

this regard.
Eelieve me !
Fqitnfully yours, ]
f £ L
| LU
Vtrg
Enclosure.
From Myron Tayler,

¥r,
June 25, 1838.
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KILLINGWORTH
LOCUST VALLEY
LONG ISLAND

June 25, 1939

The Honorable
Bumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr, Welles:

I am very happy to have your letter of Jyne 224, and
to be able to say that I em at home and making dally im-
provement toward restoration to full vigor, I am pleased
to have put behind me an unpleasant experience and glad
to have removed an uncertalnty that might some dzy have
caused real difficulty--more real, in fact, that I had
imagined, I have greatly appreclated the friendly inter-
est and expressions of yourself and your assoclates in
the Government,

In response to your letter I am glad to say that we
are in accord upon the general interpretatlion of the
gituastion in the realistic sense, and that our procedures
thus far taken have proved constructive and sufficliently
cautious to be safe, the attitude of our Government and
those of us who have been working in its behalf considered.

- I am planning to sail on the 12th of July, In the
meantime I hope to have at least one thorough discusslon
with you, so that some of the minor gquestions can be de-
termined definitely., I think it will not be possible for
me to come to Washington until Just prior to my departure.
Perhaps in the interim you may find occaslon to vielit New
York, in which case we could meet here,

Relative to the proposed September meeting of the
executive officers of the Intergovernmental Committee, I
am not quite clear as to THE preclse ODJECTIVE Low
vhich its deliberations would be directed. I am wonder-
ing also if you have consildered whether in all likelihood
i1t would be imposing a new obligatlons on our Government
in a field which, to eay the least, 1s difficult. One of
the chief difficulties in the present situatlion, as you
;nnw, go far as Jewish refugees are concerned, 1s three-
old:

First, 1t 1s not clear that there 18 available a sult-
able area for mass colonlzatlion that would be permanently
acceptable to the Jewlsh refugees. (Thelr real objective
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is to get into settled countries where they can set up
their lives in exlsting communitlies end in profeselonal,
sommercial and industrial activities).

Secondly, do tzﬁg_lumh_zsg%g‘;;m; want a new
"Fglestine” in ancther part o 14 sufficlently to
contribute to and permanently develop gnd gupport in a
large way such sctivity? (If so, the situs of such
development should be enslly acocessible; it should have
a climnte, soil and general characterlistics that would
justify 1t as the basis for its permanent and costly
development.)

Thirdly, is our own Government prepared to contribute
or invest perhape one hundred million dollare to such &
development? (If so, would 1t be willing to use such &
gsum in development of a echeme in forelgn lands; @.g.,
British Guiana?) We must bear in mind that certalnly
thus far on the questlon of finance the British and
French Jewish committees have shown no dispositlon to
finance large settlement projects, This has slac been
the sttlitude of the Eritish and French governmenta. The
guggestion has been bluntly made that Amerlcan Jewry and
the American Government should do 1t all. ,

It seema advisable to consider these ouestlions be-
fore the final objective of the proposed Spptember meet-
1ng 1s adopted.

In a day or two I hope to talk with you on the tele-
phone on the whole matter, before you have taken the next
atep in formulating plans.

With kind regards, belleve me,

8incerely yours,

MYRON C. TAYLOR
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

7/5/39

I have a file something

about Jewish refugees. f Put this
' with 1it.

-

FDR
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August 5, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

Myron Taylor has sent under date of July 28 a

memorandum of a conversation which he had in London

with Herr Wohlthat who was sent to London ostensibly

as German delegate to the Whaling Conference,

X

believe you will be interested in this memorandum,

Believe me
Fpithfully yours
I \\ | fﬂ\
r -
Enclosure:
Memorandum of
conversation.

The President,
The White House.

A



Paris, July £8,1939.
Memorandum of a conversntion of the Honorable Myron C.
Teylor with !fr. Vohltat, lLondon, July 21,1939,

Mr. Pall was present.

: The moeting, which wan raqueated by Mr. Taeylor, took
plagce in Ur, Wohltat's epartnent at the Hotel Victoriao,
Ur. Wohltat hed originally sgreed to come to lir. Toylor's
rooms, but in view of the fact that pppolntaents hed been
arranged for him with Sir Horece Vilson end other British
officials, he esked lir. Taylor to do him the kindnese of
coming to him.

Mr, Taylor, after the ocustomary pourtesies, sold that
he felt it to be a duty to say to Mr, Wohltat at' the

cutset what an unfortunate impression hed been created in

the United Stotoo by the receptlon nooorded by Chancellor

Hitler to President Rooscvelt's letter during the March
grigis. The tendenoy to scoff at thia letter had
plienated many Amnricans who had a feeling of oympathy
for the Cerman people, and the insult to the Presidential
office hed done great harm. Mr. Teylor falt that it
ghould be spprecisted in Germany that Amerioan patience
wes running short. Unteold danger would be done by a
repetition of the insulting tactles of February.

ur, Vohltat seid that he wae in thorough agreenent
with My, Taylor's viewa,

Mr. Tavlor continued that in the present stnte of
world economy every untion was faoed with approxinately

the,sesnsssss
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the sane problem and ne nation and no lender would be
able to survive a general collapae., VWithout a doubt
thic collapse would come if expendliture continued at
the presaent pace, A time must come when further ex-
penditure on wer prepareatione would mot be possible.

The adjustment of national economies whiech would ensue
would reise many problems, not the least of which would
be the problem of progressive unemployment. Of course,
if war came, it would mean ruin for all Europe, inoluding
Geruany.

¥r., ¥Wohltat enid he mgreed with Mr. Taylor, but
cbserved that the beginning of a solution lay in &
politicel and sconomic agreement of Cermany with England,

Mr. Teylor then spoke of Marshel Goering; said
that he was sorry that he had nissed meeting him on the
Riviera last winter, and obnerved that the !.Inruhall]. ¥as more
reepected in America than any other meober of the
Hetional Soeilnlist Party.

KEr. Wohltat gaid that he was pleased to hear this,

HMr. Taylor next mentioned the persecutlon of the Jows
in Germany. He sald that the despoliation of these pecple
had filled the Vestern World with horror and had cresated
difficulties for other countries whioh were almoat
insurmounteble At & time when unemployment and anti-
Bemitlsm were rising. It was & breach of courteay on the
pert of & nation to try to throw its undesireables on itas
neighbors after depriving them of thelr fortunes and thelir
property. The renody was to work with the Intergovernmental
Committee in introducing orderly amigration and meanwhile
to treat those who wore oblipged to remailn behind humanely.
Time would bring a oure. To impose pressure would be

POsasnsnnas
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to aosure fallure.

Mr. Wichltat's comment was that he was working out
the details of the arrangement with Sir lHerbert Enerson
and he was hopeful that the plans inside end outside
Cernany would mature in the {immodiate futura,

RTP/TP



In re-conversation which Myron Taylor had with
Mr. Wohltat in London om July 21, 1939 and during
which ¥Mr, Teylor mentioned the perseoution of the Jews

in Germeny etc.

See:Myron Teylor-Gen corres-Drawer 2-1939--(July 28, 1939)
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October £3, 1938
MEIORAXDIL FOR THE FRESIDEMT,

dyron Taylor ls ccming in to see you,

After your epeech tc the Inter-Jovernmentel Com-

mittee on Refugees, the French gnd the Eritish bucked

e ———
gll slong the line., They took Kyron Taylor intc cazp

completely. Thelr view was that if they won the war
there would be no refugee problem.

In copmittee we gtood sguarely on the theme of your
gpeech, namely, thot we ought to go on studylng, surveying
and dolng the engineering for resettlenent of refugees.
¥e thin:t there will be refugees, no patter how the war
comes out. We &re somewhat gmbarrassed by the fact that
Taylor committed himself to the British and French thesis
before the meeting.

If the British and French want to k1ll the ldea,
they ought to da—aa—emd take the responsibllity, without

heoking you in on 1%,

A K.B.Ir.
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am grateful for the opportunity I had last Wednesday
to discuss with you briefly the Falestine question. It wes good
to heer you express ageln your determinetion to do everything in
your power to help bring about the early realizetion of the
Zionist objectives set forth in vour historic message of October
15th, which I was privileged to read to the last conventicn of the
Zionist Orgenization of America. That the overwhelmiog mejority of
the American people =-- Jews and Christians alike -- glve their
support to these aims admits of no doubt.

Your fortheomlng dlscussions abroad may be of fateful
significance for the Palestine issue and the future of the Jews as
a people., I em writing these few paragrephs in the hope that you
may find them of use in your consideretion of this historic end
far-reaching problem.

1. The Jews of Europe cannct remain where they are without
inviting a perpetuation of the problem so fearfully drematized by
the Nazl massecres. There must be a place to which any Jew who so
wishes shall be entitled to go as of right. You yoursell were
responsible for two Conferences, at Evien and Bermuda, which scoured
the world for pleces of refuge, and produced nothing. Only Palestine,
to which the Jews bave clung through the centuries with en almost
unbellievable tenacity, 1s finally and irrevocably bound up with the
tate of the Jewish people.

2. The vision and statesmenship which at the end of the last
war recognized the historic right of the Jewish people to Palestine
end envisaged the establishment of Palestine as a Jewlsh Commonwealth,
was not implemented in practice in a menner designed to achieve that
result. The originsl concepticn was wiittled down until finally all
thet remained was & White Paper which prohiblts Jews from entering
thelr own nationel home. Despite ell obstacles however, the Jews
bave achieved in Palestine a mirscle of modern colonization which
has greatly benefited both the Jews and the Arabs. The idea of thelr
restoretion to nationhood in their old homeland after 2,000 years
of dispersion has unlesshed forces which in the end no discoursgement

kas been able to check.
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3, In the meantime for millions of Jews, Furcpe has become
a chernel house. Civilizstion cennot in consclence refuse to the
survivors the right to re-esteblish themselves emonget thelr own
people. They, together with the Jews already in Pelestine and
such others as wish to go there, must be enabled to establish them-
gelves 83 & majorlty in Palestine end set up a self-governing
Jewish Commonweelth. In that Commonwealth ell the inhesbitants,
while retaining the right to the maintenence of their own culture,
lenguage end religion, shell have equallty before the law. It must
be an undiminished snd undivided Falestine. For apart from other
considerstion any partlticn which would exclude the Jews from access
elther to the water resources of the Horth or the undeveloped lend
aress of the South, would disrupt the country's eccnomlic frame
and wreck the chances of large scale development.

L. The main obstacle is Areb oppesition. Let 1t be sald at
once that if Arab consent is to be & prerequisite of any political
gettlement, there can be no hope of justice to the Jewlsh people.
The Arab progrem necesssrily denies to the Jews a place amcng the
paticns. It calls for a permenent Jewish mimority in an Arab
Pelestine State which shall be one emcngst meny Arab states. To the
Jews, Palestine would be the one place on earth in which they would
be entitled to settle mmd to work out thelr own salvation by large
gcale settlement and the achievement of full mationhood.

5. The declsive element in the Pelestine gltuation is that of
time. The Arebs todey accept as &n accomplished fact the 550,000
Tews now in Pelestine as egeinst the 80,000 in 1920, even though they
resisted, on occasion with viclemce, the ineresse to the present
pumbers. If the propessl for the gstablishment of a Jewish State
were carried through with determimation end speed, the Arabs would
in the end likewlse accept the accomplished fact of the exlstence
of such a state. But it is vital to this end that the Jewish
population in Palestine be ipcressed by mass immigration from abroed
within the briefest possible time. A long transition peried would

be disastrous.

6. This transfer must be initiated end as far as posslble
carried through in the comlng months while the power and prestige
of the United Nations are at thelr helght and when the sltuation
gtill permits of the executiocn of major chenges which later may prove
far more difficult. Nor can the broken Jews of Eurcpe walt for
some indefinite future for their salvaticn? Thelr very survivel is
dependent on thelr speedy resettlement in Palestine. At the same
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time adeguate funds end technical facilities must be provided for
this purpose by our own and other governments, just as such ald will
in eppropriate cases be extended to other peoples.

7. The Arab countries of the Middle Esst are for the most
part sparsely populeted end grestly underdeveloped. Thelr governments
are unstable and the masses of thelr populeticn live in backwardness
and poverty. Within the fremework of a general settlement at the end
of this war it would be possible for the United States, working in
conjunction with Great Britainm, to meke provisicn on broad and
generous lines for the politicel end gconomic future of the Arab
countries. The Jews in Palestine can serve as a creative and
eivilizing influence for the whole of that reglon. Any solutien
however can be premised only on & Strong firmly rooted Jewlsh naticnal

entity in Palestine.

_ ' You once said in speaking of the post wer world that we are
now getting a second bite at the cherry. That bite must put an end
once and for all to the homelessness of the Jewlsh people. To that
end you end I and the great mass of our fellow Americans are pledged.

I'm just one of 130 milllon that are praying that your health
will remain fine es it is now and that you will be very successful

in your many erducus undertaklngs.
Very sincerely yours,

A
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