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Varsaw, July 10,

'y dear 1. President:

During the recent wvislt to 'araaw on the part
of I'r. !'atthew Joll, Viee Frasident of the Jmerican
Federation of lLabor, I had the opportunity to dis-
cuss with hin various factors relating to the labor
situation in the Tnlited Stetes and elsewhere.

1. loll was recelved as the Anerican delerate to
the ‘Tarsew Consress of thé International Federation
of Labor Unions upon the extension of rembership in
that body to the Anerican Federation of Lebor.

As I realize that the labor sltuation bhoth at
horme and abroad is of interest to you, I take
pleagure in forvarding herewith a copy of mf con-
fidential memorandum incorporating . "loll's views
with respect to recent developments in labor eircles.

vargaret and I have already become extremely

enthusiastic

The Fresident,
mhe Thite House,
“tfaghington, D. C.

1937.
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enthusiastic about our new post. I find the worl:
/ tremendously interesting as well as Poland and 1lts
people, I am digging in fast and I hope to be cble
to send you & constructlive sumary of the situation
in this pert of Europe in the near future. T can
not tell you how proud and happy we both are at
your having appointed us to fapresent you hers.

With varmest regards, I am,

Faithfully yours,
%W'@/

Enclosure:

1. Copy of despatch !lo. 75 for-
warding memorandum of 1. Yoll's
views on the lebor situation.
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No. 75, Wersew, July 10, 1937.

Subject: Tranomitting memorandum of lr. Woll'as
views with respect to recent davelop-
ments in the labor situstion in the
United States and elsewhere.

Yrenklin B, Meosevelt Library
prri 222fFIED

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. O.

8ir:

tith reference to my despateh No. 70 of July 8,
1937, on the subject of the Warsew Congresa of the
International Federaticn of Labor Unions, I have
the honor to inform the Department that 1. latthew
t'oll, Viee President of the ‘merlean Federation of
1abor, was received aa the Amerlean dalegate to the
Conpgress upon the extenslon of membership in the
Internationnl Federation of Labor Unlons to the
Ameriocan Federation of Labor.

During l'r. Woll's stay in Wersaw, I had the
opportunity to discuss with hin various factora

relating
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relating to the labor situstion in the United Stotes,
and I talze pleasure in forwording herewith e eonfi-
dentiel recorendum incorporating his views with ros-
pect to recont developzents in the lebor situation
in the United Staotes and elsevhara.

I vns iopressed by the fronkness end sincerity
with which ['r. Woll spolie to re and feel that his
remarks may be of apeocial interest to thone Federnl
aponoioa whioh are concerned with labor nmatters.

Respootfully yours,

A,J7, Dresel Blddle, Jr.,

Enolosuret

Wo. 1. Vemorendum of !'r, toll's
vliews with respeot to re-
cent developnents in the
labor situation in the
United States end clsewhere.

650.4
In fulntuplicate
ATDD/LIH

A TRUE COPY |
al the

signed ariginel
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Enolosure Mo, 1 to despateh Mo. 75, July 10, 1837, fron
tho "nbrasy at Jiaraow, Ioland, on tho subjoet of “Trens-
pitting pemorandun of !'rs Woll's views with rospoot to
rocont devalonnents in the lebor situation in the United
States and elaewhere.

Fatthew Woll, in my conversation with him during
his vislt here, stated in effect the followlng: the
reason Warsew hed been chosen as the meeting place
for the Congress of International TFedoratlon of Trade
Unicns was thes followlngs:

The British and French labor orranizations, work=
ing in meny reapeota alons the same international pe-
1liticel lines as thelr respective Governments, hnd en-
glneored the meeting here in order to eppeal to the
leboring classes of Folend and other small nelghboring
states to bring pressure on their respootive Covern-
rmenta to remain independent of the influences of the
larger neighboring states, Both Eritish end French
delepates were carsful not to mention the latter by
name but thelr identities were obvicusly Germeny and
Italy, BPritain reclized she could no longer definite-
1y eount on her oolonies ms in the past and required
gome tinme yot before attaining her proposed peak in
grcement. The Dominions Conference hed resulted in a
demand for o fresh examination of Eritain's positicn
vis-f-vlas Germany., The Dritlish Alr Force and lawvy
would be up to standard in elchteen months, btut a
gontinued decline in enliatments would prevent the
Army's being up to proposed stremgth by that time.
Consoription would undoubtedly oall for a general

aleotion,.
Franklin 0. Rosesvelt Litrary

DECLASRIFIED



elaction. Wence Britain's present attitude in res-
peot to Spain ns well as her currently adopted neans
of eiroumventing Cermany's attempts to gain control,
in one ocepacity or enother, of mmaller states in this
part of Turope. Including Sir Welter Citrine, Fresi-
dant of the International Federation of Labor Unions,
the verious delepgates to the Congress had deliberate-
1y given Woll the followlng lmpression: if Franoo
wor in Spaln they believed Polend would become the
sgene for the next test between the two ideologies.
Thouph Citrine, st the nmeeting on July 2nd, hed al-
rendy publicly stated he belleved it would be Czecho-
glovekia, he subsequently confidentially told Woll
he really believed it would be Foland. Cltrine,
moreover, had told %Woll that, in his opinlon, the

two ldeologles, ¥ascism and Corzmuniem, hed different
pims but applied similer methods towards obteining
their respective cbjectives,

Woll's disoussions with varicus delsgates had
glven him the impression that labor elrcles looked
for a military dictatorship to replace Stalin; such
a dlotatorehip to be followed by a gradusl breaking
up of the 3oviet Union into autonomous staetes. Hore-
over, that Germany was exerting mno 1ittls influenocs
towards this end.

Regerding the Comintern, Woll said that when
Trotsky and Lenin came €0 power, they were faced
with a laslk of adeouately armed end enuipped, as
well ms coordineted, defense, Hence, CmOng other

eirs,



opina, the estoblishment of the Comintern envisnged
holéing at bay other nations whkich 1ioht wish to
intarvens in Joviet affoirs during the formntive
staros of orpenizing the Cormunist Otate. The
Cordntern directoed ita efforts alens the lines of
an "inside job”, towards intornally weakening, if
not erippling, and thus holding off the oproslition.
They, Lenin and Trotsky, so to spealk, sugmented thelr
ovm delfensive forees by subversively ealisting the
support of es large a portion sz possible of the
gther netions' manpower. 'oll hind golned the in-
preasion that the Comlatern's efforts wore not our-
rently proving as effective on the Continent as in
the pest, since they hnd provoked a foreeful reslst-
anoe. leneo the Comintern had turned to the 'nited
gtates, In contliruinz to epply like nmethods today,
the Conmintern aired to geln control ef the merchant
marine on & worldwide basis. In this connection, Yoll
gold the Conintern's efforts were now {ireoted towards
gaininz & strong foothold in the unions engaged in
our own shipping industry. e edded that thus the
Conintern ained to control ocean transportation fa-
ollities eventually throushout the world with the
objective of bYrinrlng ebout a paralysis of shipnente
of goods, food, and ermunition in tle event of wars
Romarding the internal struoture of the In=
ternational Federation of labor Unions, France end

Folpium actually domincted the organization as a
whole.
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whole. French and Eelsian delegates played up to
the labor of the lLatin countries, tho British
Pplayed ball with the French up to & certain polint
but avolded begoming involved in France's Cormu-
nistie tle-up. Léon Jouhaux, Fresident of Con-
féidération Géndrnle du Trevall, the French dele-

cate, thoush not formerly Cormmundat-minded, now
had to play ball with the Cormunists for he was
acoompanied hore by a Commnipt Comittee from

his ovn labor organization. DNealdes, JTouhaux's
long-time personal antipathy for !ussolini, lod
him, consclously or unconsciously, to support the
gouse, opposed to Jussolini's dootrine. The
British were none too sure of France's position
due to thess Corzmnist leanings; hence there was
an increasing desire on the British delepates'
part to gain the cooporation of Americon lebor
organizations. The Dritish adnittedly would feel
more sagurs were Amerlcan labor represented at the
Congress. Woll's own irmpresaion wes that the Jews
in the International Federatlion of Labor Unlona
wers stremiously endeavoring to galn a foothold in
the organization's control. This was becomingz more
obvious every da¥y.

Varlous delegates, the British and French in
particular, had, for Woll's beaefit, dellborately
painted a black ploture of economle and labor con-
ditions hers, loreover, thoy had obvlously detor-
mined to disoredit by inference the yjresent Follash

Government.
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Cavernmont.

At the sans tire, Woll had been told that the
underlying situation in Foland was & voleanlo con-
dition Aue to following faots:

(a) Poland had made a grave mistake in not
having adopted land reform such as the Paltic States
hed dones, Onea of the contributing reasons for
peasanta' diffioulties here was that the landed
nobility wors allowed to retain thelr west estatea,
Thess propertles should have been split wp into
farms and made avallable to the surplus peasant
population.

{t) Peasants' sons were raised on extremely
meaper living standard untll reaching military age.
They were thereupon taken into the army whera they
ware fed well ond generally well cared for. At
the termination of the military training perlod
they were released to go back to the farms and to
return to thelr meesger stenderd of living. The
Oovernment should establish and organize means for
engaging these men after thelr training perlod in
order to prevent discontent comsejuent to the drastio
eontrast botween thelr welfare in the army and thelr
pubsecuent return to poor living conditions. In was
of utmost irportances for the Government to create
guch means in order to secure thess men as pillars
of the State. Otherwlse, they would become prey to
tle influences of radieal orgenizers.

(e} The Jews felt themselves atoadlly becoming

more
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more the objeots of intolerance. They wore resentful,
fearful, end bewlldered.

(a) In thies conneotion, the Jews are apprchensive
lest & continued lack of rainfall would =een a poor
harveast end consetuent bad times this winter. They
felt that this would mean preater pressure asninst
thelr ruce.

[In relation to the Jewlsh problem here, 'oll
believed the problem was fundorentally an eesnonle
ono, lowever, i1t was an sconomle mrohlen assocliated
with nnd emphasized by the raeinl charncteristics of
the Jewa,]

(e) It was genorselly btelleved here that the
Faselst element in Government eireles wes behind
the prosent drive apainst the Jews. In this con-
negtlion, the labor delesmtea pointed out that throe-
quarters of the Covernoent was Fasclat-ninded and
only cne-quarter liberal. So fer the one-nuarter
hod sucoseded in terpering the otherwise more
drastic aotions of the majority. It waa further
felt by these delegates that the Hitler rdpirme ia

playing for eontrol of this Covernnent.

As regards the confliot between the American
Federation of Labor m CeloOu, I'r. Woll hoped and
believed there would eventually be found a eormon
ground whereon the two orpanizations might econ-
elliete their differences. 1In the Tirst place,
Amerioa was no country in which two major labor
orgoanizations could continue a feud for verr lons,

: Time
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Tirs would poe a change in leadership and personnel
in toth cemps. The C.I.0., would probably find 1t
negessnry Trom time to time to alter its course to
1t in with loeal or ever-chnnging clrounstances of
the doy, He then pointed out that so for, both or-
ponizations in thelr official motions had "left the
door open” after then, though perhans only to the
extent of & oraclk and the 0.I.0., still bora the
densipootion of "Cormittes®. These facts in then-
gelves wera aignificant end pointed to the posal-
bvility of an eventual get-together. I'eanvhile, in
“foll's oplinion, John Lewis, consclously or uncon-
solously, hed allowed the Communist elementa to
honeyoomb his organization - end Woll aldded with
erphasia that John Lewls hinsslf was eertalnly not
Ooramunist-minded. Inm Woll's opinion, Lewls hed be-
gome the executive of the C€,I.0., movement, ond that
the brains behind the executive were 3idney Hillman
nlnﬂ other un-imeriecan labor fastors. !‘oreover, ‘oll
edded, if John Lewlis dld not soon rid his orpanizo-
tion of this element (which Woll emphatleelly labeled
as Commnist-ninded), they would take the reins away
from Lewls. %Woll held that the presence of this ole-
ment in Lewla' oamp hed unfortunately served to pro-
wolza & porsonal ontoponism between tho leadins elrelea
of the Americen Federation of Labor &nd the C.I.0.,
respectively. 'oll further held that, politlenlly
spealing, as agalnst ¢.I.0., the Amaricen Federatlion
of Labor would gontinue es the pradominant influenco
in Congress, whereas J7oll looked for John Lewlis to
have




have moined political influenes only in thoss ntotea
wherelin he had waged his forward rpovoenent. The

result of this situotion during the conlns yoar

might point to the poasibility of both crgonizations'
goeidngy a common ground. lir. Yoll repgretted the con-
Tliet and hopod that tire would sce both orpanizations

aselng eye to eye.

AuTe Drexel Niddls, Jr.,

AIDE/1Hm
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VWarsaw, Poland.
December IOth, I937.

My dear Mr. President,

I am delighted to have your long and
interesting letter of November IOth, and I am deeply
touched by your having so kindly stated thet you are
glad to have Margaret and myself in Varssw, where, as
you say, we may expect to be on the Tiring line in the
event of things getting worse. I would rather have that
statement from you than almost anything I can think of,
gnd I assure you that it not only serves as a source
of real encouragement and stimulation for us, but also
as a spur to our working even harder towards strength-
ening your confidence.

Temple University of FPhiladelphia has
decided to confer on me an honorary degree of Doctor
of Laws on February ISth, end I am partieularly rleased
to be the recipient of such a compliment, perticularly
since its source is my native city. Therefore, we should
like to plan being in Philedelphia at thet time, providing
of course the situstion in Europe does not meanwhile take
a turn for the worse. The general condition over here,
however, is still so voleanic and Jittery that I do not

. feel we should plan to stay on the other side of the

Atlentic for an extended period, for in the event of
real trouble, we should not want to be away from our
post. Hence, as my paramount desire is to see you, we
shall be guided in meking our plans, in respect to our
length of stay at home, by whatever date you might find
available toc see me.

Therefore would it fit in better with
your plans for us to plan to come before February ISth,
or after that date? It would be such a pleasure to see
you again, and to discuss the various events bearing

" on mctivities at home and abroad. I therefore sincerely

hope that I may have the honor of an appointment with
you at your convenience.

In

The President,
The White House,
Viashington, D. C.
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In view of your expressed interest in the
future course of the Polish Government, I take
occasion to atteach hereto, an outline of what I
consider to be the Folish Government's present
course, and my estimate ss to its future course.

We were delighted to have had the pleasure
of Bill Bullitt's several days visit with us. He
is such a grand fellow, and I am very proud of
the splendid job he is doing in Paris. I am only
sorry that the unjustified rumours which accompanied
his visit resulted in erroneous articles in our
press at home, which eventually caused you the
inconvenience of making a denial as to any official
objectives entailed in his trip to Varsaw. Unfortunate-
ly, Press correspondents in this part of the world
have lately been given to a combination of wish
thinking, conjuring up fabrications to stir up
international complications, and conjectural report-
ing without confirming the story at its source.
Aside, however, from this particular unjustified
and ennoying press incident, Bill's visit here
proved a source of real interest and pleasure for
me, as well as an excellent opportunity for a
constructive exchange of ideas and useful information.

with renewed thanks from the bottom of my
heart for your friendly expression of confidence,

.which it is my constant and earnest desire to

justify, and with every good wish, I am

Yours faithfully,

”}‘@ EJ Ei&?}.,b‘/
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Outline of Polish Government's Present and Forwerd Looking
Course in respsct to:
Internal Politica.
Te olloYs
ower anti- unist Pact
awis Toblen.
Hearing of Hoonomic Situation of Foregolng Aspectas.

Fregent Course.

= - As was Tecently vigorously volced by Marshal
Smigly-Rydz, Poland would not adhere to the conceptions
of the extreme Right or extreme Left, but would pursue
a middle roed Eglinx, carrying on PilsudskI’s forward

Doking precepts: roland hed to go forward by evolution,

not revolution, and accordingly had to work to an objective,
envienging the realization of a demooratlie concept.

The President, the Mershal, and Colonel Eeck,
together with others in the present Government, appreciate
the importance of maintaining a democeratic facade during
this still formative period of Poland's reseneration.
Accordinply, they recognize the importance of maintaining
a Perliement despite the decidedly centralized charcoter
of the present Government. The keynote of Covernment polley,
therefore, during this formatlve pericd is: "a eonducgted °
demooracy” - that is to say, " a democracy conducted under
an authority™. Contributing to the consaption of this
keynote, is the Government's conviction that the masaes
heve not yet become sufficiently educated to comprehend,
in its broed sense, the objective responsibility sccompanying
the right to vote in a nationnl election. Moreover,,the
Government feels, that until the masses become moré
enlightened they will contlnue to be subject to the sway
of subversive influences of the 3rd Internationale as
well a5 the continued existence of cross currents and
the play of other externally inaplired forces, Hence they
feel convinced that st this stege an election of nationel
scope would result in a decidedly radiecal turn. In this
connection, those Government afficTels who are regarded
as competent and experienced observers of Slavic masa-
psychology, earnestly point out for example, that our
country's liberalism which they chbserve is called "radicalism™
by our reactlonaries, has a*ceiling", whereas in contrast
thereto, the radicallsm of Eastern pe and of Polend in
perticular, has no "ceilinmg", and might be expected to
gerve as 8 "shoe-horn® for Bolshevism.

The Marshal, second only to the President in
guthority, made this declaration in e recent radio
broedcast, m= his answer in behalf of the Polish Government
to recent widely published rumours of a totalitarian
tendency.

I now look for Government inner circles to
exert & qulet but definite effor:s to strengthen in every
way possible the Government front, in their ainm to exerclse
a Tirm check ageinst communistie and other disturbances,
At the seme time the President and the Marshal who have
the interests of the peasantry at heart, may be expected

to
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see to it that every effort is made to elleviete thelr

hardships. This may be expected to meet with the Catholic
Clergy's approvael and support, which in turn would be
reflected in added strength for the Government's position.
Such & prospective course will undoubtedly entail the
stressing of agrarien reform and the advancement of a
broader line of sccial reform.

Course of Colonel Beck's

rection oi
orelgn To

roland 8
C¥.

Although Colonel Beck, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

hes been frequently suspected in the past (particularly by
the French) of leaning towards Cermeny, my own observetions
convince me that he is first and foremost & FPolish patriot
thinking in terms mainly of Poland's own objective nollcles,

in

the light of her own interests, and followlng the

precepts of his former chief, the late Marshal Pllsudski,
with whom he was intimetely asscciated. Pilsudski had
constantly stressed the importance not only of maintaining

equilibrium betwesn the forces on Poland's fastern and

Western frontiers, but also the importance of building up

as

good friendship as posaible with Germany during peace

times, as well as of maintalning correct normal reletions
with the Zoviet. This formula envismged Poland's ability
both to rehabilitate herself economically, soccielly, end
otherwise, and to construct her defenses, militarily,
soclally, religiously, and otherwise, against what Colonel
Beck (in carrying forwerd FPilsudski's line of thought)
considers the "unlimited" menaoce of Bolshevism., In contrast

to

Colonel Beck's reparding corouniem as "unlimited™ mencce

which seeks to penetrate every eLedent in the etructure of
netional life, he regards Germany as & "limited"™ menace,
whose aims are at least eeT-marked, To0 my mina, this, Emong
others of the late Marshal's convictions has been the guiding
influence in Colonel Beck's directicn of Poland's forelgn

policy.

Wotwithstending the impression given by propaganda

from the Soviet and left press both of France and Eritain,
the Folish people, as a whole, with the exception of small
Francophile sectlions both of aristocratic and extreme left
circles, are in accord with Minister Beck's careful but
"aotive neutrallty™ policy.

Polend Remains Qutside 3 Power

antl-Communist Fact.

As repgards Polend's position in respect to the

5 power mntl-Cormunist Pact, I am definitely of the opinicn
that Minister Beck is determined that Poland remain outside.
Among others, the following important fectors contribute

to
to

Minister Beck's stend in metter: (a)] Poland is opposed
the formation of hostile blocs in Europe, (b) due to

Poland's geo-political position she could not afford to

Jjoin
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Join a pact, which for her, would carry such potential -
difficulties in reapect to her Eastern neighbours. Poland
must at all times meintain that delicate balance betwean
her Eastern and Western nelghbours, and therefore must
participete in no undertaking whié¢h might tend to upset
the equilibrium which she has so far succeeded in maintaining.
Besides, Minister Beck is opposed to Poland's joining eny
pact whieh holds elther unforseen complications for her,
or the possibility of passage either of Russien or German
troops over Folish territory. Poland'e bitter experlience
in the latter respect has teught her a lesson. (o) Minister
Beck would be in a far better trading position vis 4 wvis
Britain by remeining outside the anti-Communist Fact than
by Joining. Once Tolend might have joined, she would have
become identified merely as following the foot-steps of
the other 3 mes jor members, whereas from a tactical stand-
point, by remaining outside, there alwaye exists the
oasibility of joining; in other words, a "card up Poland's
sleeve,

Indeed, I definitely feel Minister Beck, in
directing the course of Folend's foreign policy, constantly
keeps his ;IE on Britain's movenments, and thet his estimate
of BriteinTs future action pleye an impnrtnnt role in the
Kinister's formulation of Poland's long-term policy. To my
mind, in terms of Eurcopean considerations, Minister Beck's
fondest aspiration iz a close tle-in with Britain.

Jewizsh Problem.
ED‘D‘EI‘III![’BIJ. E ¥ 8 EQHH BTN .

The Polish Government as & whole are sincere and
earnest in their search for e solution of the Jewish
problem, the basis of which is mainly economic. In view
of thelr urgent need for, and exlsting leck of capital for
industrialization, and in search for a tengible solution,
they emphesize the necessity of emigration outlets, not
only for the Jewish element, but also for the surplus
farm labor. In stressing this pelint, they are motivated
both by their conetant concern not only over the repid
rate of annual incressge in the population as a whole,
but alsc over the problem of finding "economie room® for
this steady increase in an already economically over-
erowded cormunity, which fact, they realize, contributed
to & voleanic internel politicel conditiom.

Government's Course.

In estimating the Covernment's near future course
in reletion to the Jewish problem, I am aware that there
has been no small amount of pressure brought to bear on
the Covernment from financial, commercial, and press
sources abroad, Despite this pressure along & broad frént
however, it is my opinicm that the Government may not
be expected to make any mzjor concessions, unless
absclutely essential. On the other hend, however, the
Government may be expected to re-emphasize its deprecation

of
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of physicel harm to the Jews and their property, and

in this light, to re-double its efforts to protect them.
Yoreover, 1 believe the Government will continue to
regard the problem mainly in the light of an inevitable
economic struggle.

Beﬁ%ﬁﬂm
D culties.
Feonomic distress more than political discontent

is mainly responsible for unrest among the peasantry
(who comprise about 7I% of all the workers of Poland).
As a matter of fect, most of the politicel agitation is
stirred up by individuals of the extreme Right and Left
groups in the cities and towns with the scattered support
of professional politicians who regularly represent the
peasantry.

Moreover, in spite of prevailing economic

difficulties, the Covernment deems it essential, in
order to assure Poland's independence and peace between
the two ever threatening heavily armed forces on her
vasteen end Western borders, to contribute proportionately
large sums from the national income towards the upkeep

\ of militery defense, at least during this period of
Furopean tension and uncertainty. These proportionately
heavy military appropriations unfortunately work hardship
for the Polish people as a whole, in terms of the standerd

of living.

To my mind, snything which would tend substantially
to contribute to a cure of Poland's economic ailments,
might conceivably be reflected in the Government's giving
more vigorous and emphatic expression to its long term
objective of achieving a democratic state in the true
gense of its meaning.
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April 27, 1928.

Dear Mr, MecIntyre:

I attach copy of a despatch,
No. 434, of April sixth, from Ambassa-
dor Biddle, marked "Stricily Confi-
dential For the President and the
Secretary".

Quite frankly, it is not apparent
to ue here why this particular des-
patch should be sent to the President,
but in view of his specific request,
we cz2ll it to your attention.

%' ride

Aasiataﬁt % the Secretary.

The Honorable
Marvin H. McIntyre,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

¥

-
DEPARTMENT OF STATE : { A

¥
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Ho. 424 «araow, April 4, 1908,

tubjest: Trinl of 29 nlle ed Corzmnlst
aritntors, nnd ennieoted beaar-
i of goubataneo of eupvarantlions
in hipheat polioce and militnry

olrolna,.
Fuit ” VRTINS ok Sk st w1 Ay LY 4

Tho lonorable
The Seoretary of Stote,
Wos lngton, D.Ce

Oirs

I have the homor to report that on April 5,
1936, 30 perscns, ooonndt WooR were 3 Jawlish vomen,
allegedly wembors of A pilitant Corpunist orpanize-
tlon, veat on trisl bofurs the Larsaw Iistriet Cuurt,
ehrroed with hizh treason, anti=.'0lish propesunta,
and estobllsh-rat of Coimun st galls in the Zollsh
oroy. The lesder of the #cong”,s reclal Fole, wos
rolossed in 1934 after & yours { rrisunuent Tor
piriler rotivities. Of the reaoleing number of the

Len
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Lre
ren moousnd, 23/Jewish end 6 are Tentlles, The

{ndictunat contains chersoes thot the dofendants
ware clogpely collnborsting with the lnroow Conintern
towerds undermizning the io.lsn army with & view

of vrinsioe cbout oivil war and the downfall of the
oxiating order in I'oland.

Turing the first dey's trial, texts of lsaflots
ellogedly distributed by the gocused vere read into
the guurt record. In substence these leaflets
ye;rasented an cppeal for tue destructlon of dis-
eipline in the erny. loreover, gojics of telnrroms
woro read into tho court record {l.uotrating Low
the plotters intendsd to rrogosd toverds notidoving
thelr oblactive,

Tetslls of un allesed seoret center nlao cene
to 1icht, ms well on the retiods for the dlstribution
of roneys apd instructions o foment ilnsubordination.
In this conneetlon, tiie defendanta vers agousad of
distributing shns verylag from 10 to 50 pounds sterllng
towards cerrylag out thelr subversive zisalon.

Voteran press obseryers are of the opinion that
the methocs allegedly or-loyad by the defendants, as
go far revealed in the ftrial, &re {dentical to those
whleh the first Russlan rovalutlonarica e-;loyed in
tricging about the &l sruption of the lusalan Inperial
Army in 1017.

Of eofinsoted intsrost, highest nolice nuthorities
dimolosed in wmy recent eonversations, tholr seeret
raports rovenlod atoady lperense 1n gubverslive sctivitica
of Comintern acents throughout ;olund, iOTeOYOr,

pncrot
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sacrot police exohmnpons with other countries were
indlesting aioiler conditions, w . leh ry competant
infornent oherneterized ma "hysterical sstivity”,
addélog thet the eurrently Ztalin-rovised, na conpared
to the former Trotaky-opportunist modun operandi

of the Comintern, waos now reflecting the hand of
stelln, ia that mony of the form r ppents had clresdy
been replaced by & more intelil eat type, acd that
thelr subveralve sotivitics wern direcied along even more
subtle end lnsidious lin~s then in Tormer days. (See
=y doapateh lio, 288 of Januery I, 1920,) ly iuformant
moreover ronmarked that, unfortuncte thoush it nicht

be, the fact that the st acourmlnrting polioe dosslers
here, ue well as tlwse of gecret pollce urpanizatious
in other gontinental countries, indlcated a predoslnence
of Jewn among the Conintern npents, night be oxpected
eventually to be reflected in the liht of a hordablp
egalnst the Jowas as o whole, at least on the Contlnent.
To oy mind, his remorks were pigniricent, in vilow of
his being kmown to me as a libersl in terms of reeial
and religlous ccnsiderations.

Jubsejuently, one of this officinl's eclose
assooiates, widely travelled and recogmlzed as & man
of liberal views and broed ilntelllrence, offered the
followlzg oplolon with aprarent sincerity: providing
a Jopaneae=oviet war within the next teo years
oould be locmlized, it mzl ht perhaps prove the one
"golution™ apainst the Turopern continent'a over-
hanging menace, whilch he pletured ns the Comlntern'a

envisannd
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anvinasod opportunlity to opreoad cheos throughout

Turonet that Juneturs whon Durope nlcht have pong

into sn ceososle "tell-spin®, with a subsequent

widoaproed unsaployment, resulting fram the ssturation

polut's haviuz boen reached in the ermamants indusztries.
It was therafore relotively intercoting to note

thit my subsequent convarantion with highest ailitary

authoritics disclosed thelr opinion thet s Japonese-

Soviet war within the n-xt yeer and a helf wea elboot

ireviterble.
Reapootfully yours,
AT, Irexel Bladle Jr.
B2e-I
AJTB ang

(In quintuplicste)

Copy sent Lxbassy,Perls.

T T P—

A TRUE CcO#®y |

gl -

| signed orig.nal |
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A DEPARTMENT OF STATE

/ THE SECRETARY

Aoril 26, 1938.

MELIOFAIDULL FOR LR, lcINTYRE

There is enclosed herewith copy of
a despatch from Ambassador Bicdle marked
"Strictly Confidentigl for The President
and The Secretary" regarding Polend's
aectivities in connection with the

Polish minority in Czechoslovakia,
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VWarsaw, July 28, 1938.

¥y deer Mr., President:

For your information and interest, I an
attaching hereto a memorandum covering in effect
my recent conversatlon with the Chief of lMinister
Beck's Cabinet, Count Miehal Xubienski.

To my mind, his questions and remarks Jjustify
recording, in that they reflect Polish officialdom's
interest in the guestions (a) as to whether the
United States might be expected to supply Gercany

with war materials in the event of & Eurcpean

_ eonfliet, ard (b) a3 to American publie opinicn's

reported increasing antipathy for Nazl policy.

In resronse I prefaced my remerks by exacting
an assurence from him that he would treat them in
an unofficial, confidential, and off-the-record

light.

. The President

The “hite House
Washington D.C.
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1ight. Viithout dwelling on details, T endeavored

to clarify our Government's neutrallty policy and

American public opinion in terms of its attitude

towards certain phases of Nazi poliey. I hope that

the substance of my faspanse meets with your approveal.
Hoping that you will be able to find at least

a little rest from your a}ﬂuous duties during the

hot summer months, and with every good wish, I am,

Yours faithfully,

”'flu/ Aadte .o
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IORANTDI

Memorandum of substence of my recent
conversation with a high ranking polish
official wherein (a) he disclosed Folish

and other Puropean statesmen's interest

in the question as to whether the United
States might be expected to supply Germany
with war supplies in event of a Zuropean
confliet, end (b) he guestioned me as to
American public opinion's reported increasing
antipathy for lezi policy.

The following is the substance of my informsl and
confidentinl conversation with a high ranking Folish
officiel. In connectlion with my resnonse to his question,
he essured me upon my request that he would treat the
information informally, unofficially and in strictest
confidence, Needleas to sey, I wes guerded in my
gtatement but owing to our close and frank reletions,
and to the Tfect that he hes stesdily proven an exceed-
ingly helpful source of interesting information for me,
I coneluded to ecomnly with his request in general terms.

In response to his remark that a vital gquestion
currently engeglng the interest of European stetesmen,
in considering the possibility of a Eurcpeen conflict, was
whether the United States night be expected to supply
Germany elther direetly or indirectly with war naterials
end supplies, I drew his attention to the substence of
pur neutrality law, and recelled to him my previous
remerks (irperted upon my return from the United Stetes
in Tareh) to the effect thet I had observed la) that
American public opinion in seneral was charecterized by

opposition
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oppesitlion to any entengling alliances, and (b) & rigld
insistence on the -art of publie opinion thet the United
States guard its rights to independent snd uncommitted
Judgement on all aspecta of sech and every forelgn crisis
as it developed; in other words, an unwillingness to
make advance comnitments. I edded that in effect, the
foregoing reactions reflected the prineiples which hed
long formed an integral part of our foreign policy.

I emphasized that the majority of my countrymen
menifested a strong will to "steer clear™ of war,
believing at the same time that war was not inevitahle.
However, it would, to my mind, be dangerous for opinion
abroad to interpret this as an unwillingness to fight
under any circumstances , aside from invesion. At the
game time, 1t would be equally misleading for opinion
abroad to assume that the United Stetes might be unable
to retain 1ts neutrel status in the event of a major
Buropean conflict. As a matter of fact, there was no
barometrie devliece whereby we might gauge what position
our country might assume under unforseen clrcumstances.

In response to the Polish officlal's further
{nquiry es to the correctness of reports he had recently
received regerding iAmerican public opinion's growling
antipathy for Naezidom's policles, I stated that in further
examining American public opinion in general, I had
personally discerned & growing antipathy for the principles
and prectice of Mezidom's policles; they were for the
most part in direet conflict with the prineciples
underlying democracy.
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In elarification of this point I remarked that in
appralsing the full value of this entipathy, it was well
to bear in mind (&) my Goverament's profound respect for
the rule of law in international affairs, (b) Berlin's
alleged implications in the recently deteoted "spy-ring",
(e) the clash of our principles of tolerance and equal
opportunity for all, regardless of race, cresd or color,
with Nezldom's neco-pagan nolicy of extreme anti-Senitisnm.
Indeed, the effect of barbaric measures enteiled therein,
upon the sensibilitles of my libersl-minded countrymen,
was unfavorable, to say the least.

He then remarked thet my observations as to my
countrymen's continued bellef that war wes not inevltable,
hed especially engeged his interest. I thereupon offered
my parannai opinion thet present European tension might
be expected to be liquidated within the next yeer and
& half, either through war or through statesmanship and
diplomacy. Lloreover, I personally believed that this
eurrent war-conducive tension could be liouidated by
means of the latter orovided there was suffielent will
towards that end on part of Governments directly interested.

Throughout our conversation, I discerned his undisguised
and lively interest in my remesrks. In fact, he observed
in conclusion that he was particulsrly interested, in that,
in substance nearly all phases of my observations had
corresponded in effect with verbal reports on the part of
recently returned Jjnobassedor Count Geaorge Potocki. lore-
over, my remerks as to my countrymen's attitude in relation

to the persecution of Jews in Germany had corresponded
with
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with observations recently and confidentially imparted
to him by an important German diplomat to the effect
that hias Government had become seriously concerned over
fmbassador Dieckhoff's alarming reports of a frenzied
wave of anti-German feeling throughout the United States
dus (a) to the "spy scare",(b) to repudiation of
lisbility for the Austrien external loans, and (c) to

Jewlish persecution.

i




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031

