


mmmﬂmmﬁumnmm . -

S BFFICIAL sTiGNE TS
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

—r ':/" {

v 5
[ A .\ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 7r &
L A WASHINGTON L o

o (et )il

My dear Mr. McIntyre:

i am enclosing a copy of Ambaseador Blddle's strictly
confidentialvﬁeapatch no. 896 of January 13, 1939 concern-
ing Colonel Beck'e recent conversatlons with Chancellor
Hitler and Forelgn Minleter von Ribbentrop. The despatch
has been marked for the Preslident.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure:

No. 896 from Warsaw,
January 13, 1339

The Honorable
Marvin H. MecIntyre,
Secretary to the Presldent,

The White House.
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lio. B96 B Jarsaw, Jenuery 13, 1939

Gubinettl  Sunplesenting eeblea lioa, & tnd 4
of cnoarry 10 wad 11 restectlvely;
mhatonen of By peyerbl ¢ nvnrof=
tions witn [“nintar Deck upon his
roturn from ecnversntiuna with L.itler
{n Unrelteaseden nnd oibbentrop in

~unloh,
- +* B .
i ¥ 0 17 od.D T30 ST

Tha l.onorable

The Jecretary of .itate,

Wastiogton, D. C.

Girs

I heve the honor to suppleaant t;y eobles l'om, & and
& of Jeounry 10 opd 11, 1509 rageetlvely, vud to repord in
grestor detsil the followlng substunoe of ny soveral con-
yersztions (therein referred L0) with flulnter Jegs upan
*1a raturn fron cerchtesciden.

ot D130 Dalle saturdady Joaiivy 7, nlorsly efter Lock
#nd . is C i=f of Cebinet, Count fublednii, “ed reached

tholr
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relr of*lce from the train tiey tomether Tolephoned e,
baok ststed he !od beon profoundly iopressed by the con-
tonte of iresldent ilcosevelt's address, lorcower, Lo
could mscure pe tiat 1t coused meatal snd morsl ®jitters®
toth in Berlin end Lerehtesgadon. In fapot, Lo was EwLre
wiant Hitiar weg not only farious tut wleo pxtranaly vorrlieds
l'a then steted Le wanted to seo Lo ot tho wurlleat zoasible
porent. 'hile on routs from Lunleh to inrouw he hnd ra-
surled to fublefiskl thet there were o pwsbar of thluigs Le
wnnted to talk to ma about.

I maw Heck at the New Yeor's diplonatio ragaption
st the “omek when he made n polnt of repeating he wanted
to meo re st the rirat coment he found hizaclf fres,

T™a folloving rornlng Dock wna in & great rual whnn
I saw hinm curlpg @ ohort encounter. It was during oy con-
yersation wit: his GLief of Cablnet, Count Jublegekl. le
krow I wms there sud case in between lds eor ferances with
Goyernnent officiuls, le explained he sad wnated to cee
=0 at longth that morning but hed besn up to Lis oeck in
gonfarcnges with lis own Coveoronent ganocluten, Lie then
hurriediy outlizedils telk with iitler, subatsnce vharsol
I troasmitted to toe Derartment in ny oeble ilo. 2 of
Januery 10, 3 DP.Bs % to@ eunelusicn of tils conversatlosm,
itrdistar Leck lnvited ne to lolx wia tofor=clly for <innor
at his louse on Tuesday evoning, eddiog we could talk =ore

gt length at that time.

fubesnuantly




MEPRCOCTE RO VDS AT THE AL D ROCSEVELT LAALRY

N |

Ob=ervn=

leng o

stituim,

;

=

‘musequently et dimner, sttended by the Ilnlntor and
funily, Count Jézef iotoeki, hend of the inslo-Gnxon Divie
slon of the Yorelnn (frice, snd lnter Jolied by the Chief
of .taff, the Kinipter and I had smple tine to discuss
vurious eapeets of Lle cuoversatloss ln Sormany,

Tia following morcing I essin had a brief talk with
the idclzster by wny of olarlfyine certaln roints dlissussed
furinm the pracedirrs evenins.

he follow!ng is o dicost of oy aforswentionsd thres
trlke with Finister Hack:

In view of nll eclrcunatrnces, of wilch I waa sware,
ie had desced 1t wdvipoble to toli diressly to ii%lar.
Indeed, s ke Led rreviously told pe, Lo Lad weated to
tulk to Altler beforo Llbheatrops. In conersl the con=
verastlons with both had proven feirly sutlcofactory inm
that liltlor lad givea Lim the definite L{_;rosslon tlot
Tolsnd =lpht expect no "surprises" - tiat all cattera
tearing on solishe-uornan relutloos were zeo,otiable = wod
thet Foleod wicht take those meotintions in Liar stride,

I om ewara thet in his own eveluation of tie fore-
roing Leck rogards the potentisl course of such nepotin-
tions with esutlious ontinien, Dy roture, not ereduloun,
tim 1a ever on ,uerd, pertloularly ap coneerna Cernany.

s vi1l mocordinsly no doubt oudeavor to ifusurs acssinst

eventuslities,

Lmak
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doek hod for nomn time ~ome on hypothenin that the

regnct Ulrainian "play=up™ wae not so nueh the work of
Litler = it Led not borme tle treces of !.itler's hend =
ratiier 1t Lud omacked more of tle muchinations of hia
"oxtreniat” subordiietes - nll the uzore roason for Yis
denlre to talk with llltler cdirectly, not with Biubentrop
Tirat.

Without his ¥Daok's) huving brooched %0 smbjest,
i:itlar brought up the Uiraine cnd Jub-Cerputiioa Juthenia
erd bore out Deck's hypothesls by disolul.ing en Lizmedicte
lutoreat to any moasurablo doyTao lo tho ~Erulnian "uestiocn.
loreower, he goave Enck en inpresalos thwt sawtever intereat
La did keve in the Ukroiniea sltuation was teiply n quns-
tion of distant conelderstlon wud involved the loviet in
genoral,

Indeed, jiitler fnde it clear ho was distindly acti-
Ruasien, not neroly antl-ldoviet nod entl-Corrunist, nnd that
the Ukraine flrured nerely &s a part of Litler's suvisaged
future treatrernt of Hussie ns a whole. Lorcover, his in-
terent 1. the Ukrelne was pore econozie than politleal.
Leck told me ba now bolieved, as ke hed folt before hise
talk vith [itlar, thot =51lo tio lotter had o loag=-ronce
luterest in the Tiraine, 1t 'ed thua far toon greatly
exaseratod.

'E".‘E.. s Even won Foltke and Hibbentror had hesu obylzualy
mﬂ tnkan aback when llitler discluiied coterorleally on

-
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fmmediate interest in the Ukralne in rageral and in Sub=
Carsathiun futhenia 1o partieular.

Tn rec.onzs to my lmjulry ac to hew Hitler eould
regoneile his deniul with the faot that hle rapresanta-
tive, Ribbentrop, at the Vianna confaorence had pone so far
w8 to pravent Hunfary's anpazlng suthonla, Daock ammsedly
atuted tout Hitler had soms to conelderable lengths to allay
tagk's suszlolons und mispivings on thlos sccre, mitlor
hud wocordinely polntsd out that whea "udepost had denanded
tle rirnt of a plebisolite in luthenls, Hitler end his ae=
roolates had assumsd the position that the entirs matter
rhould bs settlsd wlon: ethnorraphleal lineu, Tubsasuantly,
ohon he bad lowrmed Budupost vlunrad uttagkins Czeoho-olovexia,
about Kovember Z1, be had sent word he dld nct want un opean
gonflict to furthor oomplloute the situsticn in Central
Surope. At thils point " eck had to afnit to me he waso
awure that the Nezls had evinoed more than ecm=mom ianterest
in "riggicg up® tie roghanles in Tuthenls, relterating that
Hitler wont to conaideruble pulme to allay Meck's susplclons
that Hitler's imredliate plans envisared ‘Bub=-Curpathlan
Ruthenia as « stratesie base of agtivities. Moreover, Dack
bsd been led to lock for Eltler hanceforth to "lay off”
Folund's Ukralnien minorlty in tha gourse of his forwerd-sized
program.

Pask added Eltlsr hud cbviously basn down ot his
mouitain heunt alone for scma tire, with a Tew axceantlcons

uninterrupted
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uninterrupted by 'is "group”, resting eftor the fatl oue of

yis -untrien ind Czectoalovek goups - und oxecining the trend

{n on offort to galn & perapectlve aa to the Tuture turn of

avonta, Uf 4his Leok hed pained n dlstlnet Lepression.
r%%?:‘ imen Litler twd greetsd him, he wues philosophlbel

cud poussive in depesnor = and anly during his cration

‘aroln ne roviewed Lls socoiplishnonts ovuer the pask

yepr (1d e evince 8 avirit of bosstfilnons.

4 thils point lack reltserated iim ‘mrreasion that as

fer ag Litler wus cuneerned - erd 1o wes the deciding

raator = Tub=Carpathisn futhenle (14 not firure in his

{r1:a0{ nta eonsiderations. In fact, Ieck bulioved llitler's

{itarast in tie Ukrsize up to thlo rolnt =pd been exzoscoroted,

Thoush tha "atoriss" rennriing it werae not dﬂniat of foun=

dation, they had becn exesgerated,

E:_la}'_q_ Enck then odded witi: enphesia that 1f thet reglon
solino*l

contloued to prove a menoce for Tolnnd, {olond would

ifquidete the sltuntlon ia short order.

Of -ertinent bearlng, Feck stated thrt in recent
ropresentations to irafue, “eck Lod an:ed vhether Irarus
hed completo control over Ruthenie or not or vilhwa ther
futhenla hed bacore s Jiporderly onuaisr nubtjaot to the
ln*_nu-mu of a third perty with designs onposed to Tolond's
{ntereata, In reaponse, [Te7us, t.rouprh,its Viniator
q1avik here cod even tha Frice ol leter of Zutienia, lLod
/one to sreat lengths to npologize nnd to soanure Pack that
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po tiird-purty lanfiuence prevoiled In thut resion.

bmok would walt and see, loroover, i'olond woas [ro=
pnred to donl in Yoland's own vauy with tie situntion,
shiould 1t reguire seotion.

a3 I hove previounly nolinted out in conmmotion with
withenin, both high militory and Gov:ranent cirolea lLere
iave not considerad the rrojeeted common frontlor with
lunfary a cloand suestion. lovever; un~ory's lLavice
banked off when che hod a pretext to come %o grizs vith
the Crechs at [unkaos receptly has 1von riss to consl-
ferable digeernitla tut not ornerally e pres:zed skepilolom
lere B8 to the xwood snd gopoelity of the Lun urisns to cone
throughs. lliinea I feerl tho ioles are in & cood that, in
event potantinl entl-iollsh setlvitles in .uthends reecied
an soute stege, the i'olea nlcht ¢ neoolvably rove in &nd
claen up the disorder without waltlog wun the lunreriens.

‘hethor the Germans, in the ficel enslyals, would
tolerate this 1p still doubtful in my nind, Desides, in-
sutrlelont time los passed Tor ce to judpe am to how for
to mporibe feck's mtetrzent on t!ls score to talk: Tor
"home consuizption” or full intention to met Toreafully in
event of furthar disoréors, .t the sonent I am inelliped
to belleve e moanA to act.

Yoreoyor, the Hunealan Jotessstor itorpted l1s curprlse,
if not conoern, over ils impresaion palned ia eoaversstion
with Pock = Leck had mpoken to hin slong llones sindler to

thone
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thoae I'a ndopted with ne reparding ilut! enie, The jsbap-
pocor renuaried thet the more lie saw of the iolos, the
more hie realized they were & "detornined lot”.

In muzmling up Lis impresalon of Ultler's attlitude
toth as to the Danzig end the Wrainlen lasuenm, Feck
atnted Uitler ves more eoneclliatory thon oreressive,

It wos npparent that he dosired Tolrnd's friondship.

«8 %o the nepotlations now rning forwerd rerard ng Tonzim,
vhile iltler hnd dlscunased the subjeet, his recerks hod
boan nore gsoneral than speciflie. liorsower, the nerotin-
tiosne were still 12 a forratlve stage. brek wus vaue

&nd ruerded with me in discusalng them, stutiag thet Litler
hnd not elearly deflned Lils positica with resp-et thoreto,

The liritish ~obassador zubsecucntly 1 parted thet

o S8 during his conversation vith book the latter lind acopted

i PLE

JLIter t91¥3 g gimiler line regerding Danzip, In response to the Ame

\'.LT.?] i othe

bangador's reminder thnt beck hnd proniscd to keep hin
edvised as to progress and theat he woa under lnstructions
frea (s Qovnrnment to keep then posted, Heck seld he was
fully ewnre thareof and would not fall to let the Jnbassador
know a8 soon a8 the ce~otinti~one maszuned sufficlently defli-
nite chersocter to parnit & cleerer than hithorto aypraisal
6@ to thelr cuteome. I dimoern thct the ,rbeasador is
mettled ovor a lrek of moro infar—nilon to trurmile nt

thils point to the "Commlttes of Thres™ & ortly shhisdulad

to naat,
Vanding
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I'andlng more definite clerifiontlon of Dunszip neso-
tistiins, I o otill dlsineilned to excliude the possibillty
of tie Urrnuns' pressing for the inoluslon of & ripht of
winy acrosa tim Corrlder na port of a Danzlp meattloment -
tlhe right of way to asuwse ponewiut the Tollowlineg Torm
oo blncd reall wnd motor vay within & mutuelly recornized
prutrel sonoj elimination of cuptoms sind pessport controal,

ovorting to oy eunwersntion it [lmals, while Le
felt thut Hitler's qulek succonses over .austria mnd
Crechonlovakia connlicntnd nsttars for luropa, leck
ballawed thnt thosn sucennasos “ad not 4l-1+ished ilzicr's
resnaot Tor iolundj leck wos of tho oplnlon thet thls wos
extranely lnportont.

The two quentions w.ich wore pow engncing Jlitlar's
ircmdinte sttentlon were the Jows ernd colonlua, un ewery
tople otier than the Jewa, ..itler hed evinood a onlm ot-
t!:tudn but when he spoke of the Jows he manifested rage,
rounded tle table and breamtied Rard, e oh:outed thnt he
was absolutely deterniied to rld Cormeny of every aingsle
Jow within the current yoocr. -eck suld tha oubjoct wes
posltively cn obsesoaion wvith (dtler, ediipg Lip oun opicion
that Litler, realizing thet istornslly all czocttors were not
running smoothly and thot a confliot of porsonmlitlies within
“is re-l e was In courseo, undoubtedly rade t. e Joews becr the
brunt, laying the foult for overything at thelr foor. sis

for colonlen, Hock looked for thles juostion to become
Illtlor's
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Ji%lep's perviount lnteraat Lo near future.

iegardlng tae exis, Litler was obvlous in .ia arforts
s odve the L preossloa thut the axls wos nore sccure than
aver end thet he nnd Lussolinl wore pnla, In responae
to py suestion as to whot effect on thls "prldon® Ditler's
naotentisl lssistence upon assming .ustrin's rilts in
“plaate niisht eavantuelly hove, (nel conltted tiat if
proved nn evmituelity, it rrobably would not nit mo well
with %La Itellan putlio,

A ropards Itelo=-ITonoh frietion, Home was using
Tunis (rore of o sselsl then & terrltoriel iame) ond
Corslea 14 !lee &s n "erioke screen” ror the sarlous
~uastions of DJjitoutl end Suesz,

ather the Italo=:rsnoll controvoray vould braok
{nzto an open cunfllot woa not yet cleer. Clono Lod told
tia Iolish Jqbnasacor ln Lome about a wonth a0 he did
got expect the dlspute to come to an open confliot (ns
roported in @ orovious despston)s lowever, Claze,
roanilzing lolvnd wes Fronce's ally, =i ht congeivably Lave
nade tils renerk for tactlorl ren-ocs. (Atler, during the
telk, had spoken ruthar sympathetienlly of Yrance.

Tha welters in tle hotels 2t !'nton, ell Itclian,
were boasting toot 1t would not be long now before thelr
brot'ren took the ploee over, Veck odnltted ln responpe
to my conjecturs that it was perhaps melaly for the

Italiuns' pert & confusion= and fear=inapiring ecnmpoalrne

lioveartheleas,
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Leverticleas, tis iranch in that re-~loa were convlinced
t'nt they wore in for a Tliht. ‘oreover, the Ironch
peopln elong the Riviera were convinged thers vuuld be
o wepr botwesn Jrance end Itely, were secordingly living
1 tioilr velipes srepured to evocuste the orea, und wora
fnily eo=fident of a vietorious canflict of ntort rfurntlion.
llow far, in finel analysis, the French pelitlelans misht
ro, vog another ratter rnd Lad not yot oryntollized, The
anly nution to profit by en T4rlo=iTenoh cunflint would be
Garmeny, who would undoubtedly swoon COWR Oon ha Lin ube
arees, teking cdvantage of Ttoly'o being tied up ut the
front. Tolend would e:ntinue to devote efforis Ga &
ponce broker betwenn the !resch nad the Itallens, for such
s eonfliot would do neither soy ;jo0d.

Liltler vould 1ike to heve civen the lmpreasslon thot
ve was jrepared to go "all out” in support of t.e Itollans.
‘men I vontured the conjecture thuat & e Gormane nizht svold
golng beyond the ypoint of diplomatie support, beck auid thet
it was so difficult tu seuge that polnt cnd po ecsy %0 ride
beyond 1% into an explosion tint 1t would be n delicete pome
&t bast, cnd was pregnant vith danger in e jittory Contlaent -
g diplomatie offonsive of orverlty wan risky bua’' ness nowWe=
doys, ‘oraover, it was well %o beer in nind 4lnt the sxis
was still in vigor. However, I do not think Tmck bolieves
Garmany would dellvorately rlsk war with the  eat nnd thus
wosken erself la vdvanee of on enshern Ynulure, Ler =njor

stroterie oljeotives

Lack
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Leak tlan eophosized thore punt ba a —eeting botwoan
ipusen wnd T'glsnd, They nust foco the roslitles ornd undere
atond them. Their Tespective positions vip-&-vis Gornany

todny, nors then ever befors, weare slallor in charaeter.
Appralsing thelr resnective posltions, it would seem

todey 4 nt Tolend enjoyed friendship of ecloser cheracter
t'an Yrunoe with Germany, while on the other hond Frones's
belng involved with Itoly offered little olnnoe of Yrenee's
arfs ilnr effoetive an-lotcnea to loland, Yos, tley nust
alt down et cn errly dote nnd clarify thelir poclitiune
vis-d-vin .pe another cned vis-@-vis Gerpany.

«t 1.8 outset of Itnle-Irenel. Trictlom, iollsh offlelel
olrcles' reporta fron londoa hed Lidlestod the Lritlsh Govrrne
vent were vosunisg the nttituda +hint ‘e course of “uroean
evints depanded mainly on Chumberlaln and ldtler; thot wille
Hiltler hed the bark of a wolf, Lussolini hod the bark of a
foxj oud thot at most ourrent Italo-Irenoh friction might
be put down to a éiversion to keop Fronce busy.

Subsaquently french Jobeasador loel remsarked to ne
the other night that Fronce hnd no worry as to vhather she
mirht uujla:r Srltein's notive ousport LT she recuired it in
the ovent of a o.nTllet over Tunis, for the foot “hat the
Tunis iacue hrowsht Dizerta into the pleture nade 1t nore
of a Britisgh then 8 J'rengl problem, Tivldently ‘aol had
sude a sipller reoark to lLeck, for the latter cave ne

the
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the Locoression tust the Frepel sateruined ldeoss sloan
gonevhiot simller lices, ;
Trrponelly I na of the orlnlon thet, If Yrance wnd
Itely gone to grips, and if Paris end Loudon folt Britain's
popotial neutrality oisht vesn Gernony's aedtrellity, Loth
rrip nod partloulerly london mleht fevor tido course =
oL Tlaad, of coures, -Toco8 felt onratle of | rndling Italy
vy v od crasignd Cvpogn ounld be rasenuatlc suee aresny
Maad 3ot suddenly Junn Tu nr*_--!.::.it L
ook wen® on to gey thnt up to tha polnt of e potontind
ultiratam Landon miaht oonceivebly c.on%izus %2 rnflurnee

frenah foreirn pollay = but B dnclplun Tor a var -~ould ba

prde anly Lua Farino today,

“riteln woa mpun.ting her alr and raevol sircngths
tut not Ler army to any offeotive dorree, Tils noont she
could rot tnie a losd In detsralning the lssues of tLe Con=
t nent.

while Fronece had Litlerto eppoored to be turning more
towsrds her ccloniel domein then malrtalolng her [ntorest
in the Contlnent, this rove had perved the palitleisns
more than 1t ropresonted tha clisrnetariotic interecut of
tiie Yronghnap, Unek nuw Talt 5t the Frensioan's natursl
intarrnt in the Contirest would re-exprasa ltanlf,

Cormonatipg wpon Charherlein's cud lnlifax's epnroaching

;._.41 ¥iglt. vimlt to lome, Deck ¢id not lock for the iritish statemmen

to
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to eccomplish ruch. TLo latter, ¢ue to publio oplnion
both ot Lome ond in Frasee, would be linited in terms of
rotestinl "heid-outa®, cpd would Leye to "tread ennsy”
during the teiks, usuollnl, who had already nasused a
sosition of pesitive chcraoter vis-d-vis partioulerly
tellicerent rights ia Jpela, Djlboutd and the Suex,

nlrnt not bo expeated, ln view of ila owa publie oplnlon,
3 Ave nueh pround.

Joreover, beck doubted whether the Homa raating would
~3 for towards lowdletely brinsing ebout new four-power
telkm = anyway, the lotter weoule only “rove costly to
ather powers in torza of “peaceful sntilenanta.

Eeck'n Up untll about tires or Iour Lays nfter tie (aw Tenr

£y -t 1¢ ‘iacusalens on the luropesn politleal wressm could Luve

olring,
coversd 11ttle beyoud a review of puat evaents, ovents whiech

could be left to the historians, Griy shortly after the turn
of the year ¢id there epperr uny irdieations of viet mipght
be i the offing.

After =11, a'nce the Czechoslovak eveat, stntesen
ond dlplozatists hod beon paffaring fron slock = dlonaye
Then oemo tha Christmaa Lkolldaya, afvording mueh nooded
rolaxation, then Yew Tonr'a, tlon fresh thousht and now

wa begln to disecarn sims of vhet we pay oxpects

Hlver-trop Beck nddod in eosnciualon 3hct ibbeatrop woull cue
J O a
};: an. tare Jsnuary 26, nod that Ditlar Lad roaarked .urlng the

eonverantion ihut he resgrotied thot \1a jro,ress oo i3
arci:ltectural
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aretditooturel Trojeete lod besn rdnrded by tha noccoolty
of sindlag 8o veqy nen to the clegfried line, Loviawer,
1 erse Lo wers not able ta finish it curing ila own
ilfatiza, Coaring was well vermed in i'in objaotivoa
~@ gould earry on readily. loci: cddod tils liod bomn
#1p Tlrat tine liltler had ever frunitly intincted he ex-
pocted Cosrins eventuslly to miggand him.

Uy imcresslon of the .ech=litler o yavernaetion vas
' nt .4%ler mode A oy d'torizon of ahout throe raurs,
shinking out lond in a ounciliastory rather tien nrcresaive
+..me Yook nocmed Talrly wolil astlsfled pad wider o3 Bpe
-erect tenslon es e result of Litler wid dibbentron eon=
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