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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASBHINGTON

January 6, 1941,

My dear Mr. Presldent:

I an enclosing a memorandum on the refugee actl-
vitles of the Department in the thought that you may
desire the information which 1t presents. The memo-
randum is a factual review of the activities of the
Department during the slx-months' perlod, July lst to
December 3lst, 1940--the perlod durlng which the

problem became very acute and assumed a conslderable

lmportance.
Falthfully yours,
Enclosure:
Memorandum.

Press Release, No. 549,
December 18, 1940,

The Preslident,

The Whlte House.
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Mr. Secretary:

Refugees

This is a statement of the refugee visa work of the
Department of State for the six months' period, July 1
to December 31 (1940). It was during these months the
problem assumed emergency proportions.

Visas have been issued to 22,508

Visas authorized and out-

standing but action on

which not yet reported 2,432

Visas brought to Consul's

attention for 1941 quotas

(Russian territory) 1,500

GRAND

TOTAL 20, = Not inecluding 10,000
‘ visas provided for

British children, of
00 which 3,500 were used.

Ineluding British child-
ren 29,930

The figure 22,508 represents visas actually issued and

is correct in Department's informationfas of December 31, 1940.

More than that have been issued but reports of them had not

been received in the Department up to December 31, 1940.

Some
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some of the 2,432 visas have also been issued but are
unreported, The Luota Control officers collect the
information from local officers in thelr respective
jurisdictions with whom communication is usually delayed.
On account of war conditions transmission of this
information is frequently interrupted for periods.
Consequently it is not possible for them to receive
promptly the information so they can report the exact
status on any given day. For that reason some reports
are incomplete as to some Consulates for a period of
weeks preceding the date of the control officer's
statement. Therefore it is practically cartain'that some
hundreds of the 2,432 authorized but unreported cases have
been issued. However, the information ln the Department as
of December 31 is that 22,508 visas had been actually
issued to persons, practically every one of whom is

a refugee from German, Italian or Russian oppression

and who originated in territory east of the Rhine.

These refugees



These refugees are geographically allocated as
indicated below:

German (controlled, occupied

or dominated) territory - Immigrant Visitors and
Transits
Germany 13]5351:---------- 33?
Gzaﬂhcﬂlﬂ?ﬂuﬂ lj-lll- ?iil T I LR L ?6
Numﬂ]r ™ 69
lfﬂ. Pﬂlﬂ.ﬂﬂ 1,531.!!‘.-9-!11 36
Dﬂmark &Einiiifiliil '?1
mgm #35-4||---to|. !.-9
Rumania 188..175524uns 22 Tlz

Russian (controlled, occupied)

U.S:5.Rs 256.---0-"114 62

lfﬁ Polﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ. lﬁslllf-tli-ltll 8

mthu.ﬂ.nia 3144--------- ﬁ

Latvia 2sssssacnses 1

Finland 6700420370000 109 265
'Italy.'-l-....“'-l"‘l'l-.-....l'...“‘.. lg?..-".l' 65

mtﬁﬁrlﬂﬂd-.--.---n.--------;-----p---- 225----11-. 206‘

Imigmt! ﬁatﬂ.loqnc-lcv--o---t--'-lni 20.“’23-;-#1!-- ltug
Visitors and transit in

rBEulﬂ.r COUrSE8assssnsssansssnssnd 1|2"+9
Recommended as in particular

danger for special

consideration - analyzed

on next page - authorized

3,268 of which reported

issuﬂdf.tililiiilivi!lili!l-iliiq llz;ﬁ‘
¥

Organizations Sponsoring Refugees
A number of organizations jnterested in refugees have

recommended the names of political refugees in particular

danger for specilal consideration in the issuance of visas.

The followlng groups have been esprcially interested:
President's



Issued Authorized
President's .dvisory Committee 3 EAETEREE)
on rolitical liefugees
Wames recelved to Dec. 31, 1940 1224
(0f about 750 names submitted
up to Nov. 1l5th, Consuls have
reported issuance of visas as
follows - Names submitted later,
reports not received as of 12{gljgn}=
6
87

viﬂitbrﬂ'”-.--u-q---- 2
Immigration.-.---..--.-
Transit Certificates... 22
Type of visa not stated _%1
T‘Dtﬂ.l -fpz------
(Reports have not yet been
received from several offices)

402

American Federation of Labor
ames rocommended |closed Oct. 1) 705
Reports indicate issued to 413...... 413

Catholic Organizations
Hames recommended 58
Reports indicate issued to
apprﬂximatal? all 53-.-.-----------0- 58

Jewish Organizations
erican Jewish Congress
Agudas Chasidel Chabad
Agudath Israel Youth Congress
and other organizations, mostly
in Russian controlled territory
where many difficulties to exit, total 1,143

(The organizations are highly

responsible and have selected the

names from a much larger number

as outstanding in their religion

and in special danger. Many are

in Soviet-occupied Lithuania and

Polend and are experiencing

difficulty in traveling.)

Reports indicate issuance of

visas to Bbout 250.scssssccsssnncssns 250

American Unitarian Associatlon
ames recommende 50

Visas have been issued to
at least 25cssrsscscccscscsssnsnnnsns 25

Dominican Republic Fettlement
Associabion (transit certiricates) £8 g8
1236 3268

The persons



mmm'mumm .

=5

The persons to whom these visas have been issued
originated in the territories specified, though many of
them, including practically all of those on the lists of
the President's Committee, and on that of the A. F. of L.,
were, at the time, in France, Portugal or Africa, Under
the law they are chargeable to the country of thelr origin
and are so indicated in this summary.

Many of these persons originated in CGermany, fewer in
Italy and Poland and retreated into France, either directly
during the past few years or through Holland and Belgium
where they remained temporarily until the German advance,

Others were still in Germany at the time they :
received visas.

Many of those whose visas have been authorized originated
in Poland and retreated to the Baltic States or originated .
in the Baltic States. 7/hen those countries were absorbed
into the military jurisdiction of Russia it became
practically impossible for them to travel and consequently
they are unable for the time being to claim the visas
to which they are entitled., That situation largely
accounts for the fact that of 1143 persons recommended by
Jewlsh Organizations only 250 have actually received visas.
Wie had only one Consulate in Russia during this period.

It was at Moscow and intending emigrants have encountered

many
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many difficulties to prevent travel to lMoscow to
approach the American Consulate. Conversely, the
Russian Government refuses the privilege to Consular
officers to visit other parts of the country to exercise
the Consular function.

Likewise, a number of persons recommended by the
President's Committee are under assumed names, Or hiding
from the Gestapo, or have moved out of the Consular
district, or for similar reasons are elther afraid to or
prevented from approaching the American Consul in order
to obtain their visas.

In addition to granting immigrant visas to peéanns
originating east of the Rhine, there have been issued, within
the quota, visas to persons originating in Belgium, France,
Luxemburg and the Netherlands. The factual information in
the Department is too fragmentary as regards those four
territories to permit a factual statement in connection
with them, but an estimate based on the best information
available is submitted herewith:

BelgiuMsessssesesssssd00 {estimated}
FPrancBecssscesssese 1043 Eestimatad
IuXembUrZe snssennss 50 (estimated
NetherlandSessesess 1100 (estimated

Total = Western TurODBesssss: 3193

Tﬂt&l - E&Et Of Rhinﬁ------a 26 ﬂ
GRAND TOTAL ‘29'2%7

The policy
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The policy of the Department of State and the procedure

adopted by it for dealing with the refugee immigrant
problem was summarized in a press release issued on
December 18, 1940.

Although the laws relating to the entry of aliens
do not provide preferential treatment for refugees as
such, administrative measures have been taken to meet
the emergency. Consuls have been instructed to be as
liberal as the law allows and to expedite action in
the cases of qualified applicants when satisfied that
they will not engage in activities inimical to the
interests of the United States. In view of reports
indicating that Nazi and other totalitarian agents
are endeavoring to enter the United States in the gulse
of refugees, it has been considered essential in the
national interest to scrutinize all applicatlons care-

fully.

Be ‘Ls

A=L:BL:VA
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PUELISRED. QUOTED FAGH OR US: vey

POLITICAL REFUCEES

The refugee problem is inextricably involved with the
queation of visas.

Persons desiring to come to the United States under the
immigration laws must first obtain a viea from a Coneul of
the United States abroad.

Persons coming for permanent residence must under this
law secure Immigrant Visas; those comlng for & temporary
stoy, Visitors' Visas; those who desire to pass through the
country en route to ancther country, Transit Visas, The
gragting of viges is under the Jurlediction of the Department
of 8tate.

Perrone arriving on Visiltors' Visas are under the lew
permitted to remaln a temporary pericd, Those arriving as
translents are limited to sixty days, If the privilege 13
not extended the person 1s supposed to leeve the United States
or be deported, The extenslon of privilege and the steépa
locking to departure or dencrtation arc uncer the Jurisdietion
of the Department of Justice.

Refugees developed into a definlte problem after the
invesion of France, MNany perscns had proviously arrived in
Franca to find asvlum from persccution at the hands of tha
totalitarian states. To these were added scveral mllllons
who fled from Holland and Belgium, They all beeame migranta
atain and their numbers wera deubled or trobled by resiconts
of France--all in flight before the advancing German armlics
and the Gestapo which followed in 1ts wake, Most of these
unfortunatcs, perscns persceuted bocsuse of adherenco %o thoir
political or roliglous bollefs, desired to come To the
United States,

Obwviously



l.I.HI!IIlHﬂII‘.FilﬂIIItlllllﬂIllﬂl . ‘l]

I b

-2

Obviocusly 1t was legally impossible to mocept them all,
The lawe of this country prescribe the number of persons to
be sdmitted as immigrents., Applications far in excess of the
le:al 1imit had already been meade by other perscns and from
only a few countries of Europe were lunlgrant vigas availeble,
That, however, 4id not prevent the demand, but 1t did add %o
the congestion,

The American Consulates in Southern Frence, at Bordeaux,
Marzeille and Niee were swamped with applicants. The staffs
were increased but even as enlarged were unable %o deal with
the crowding multitude of daily supvlicants for admissicn to
a aevan of refure, Brench offices of our Consulates were
opcned closer to the Spanish border as the horde moved goutn
frenzled at tho near epproech of the hostile army end the
agents of the Gestapo, Thon Spaln closed 1ts border, Portugal
apprehensive lest the food supply in Portugal and the accommo-
dations availrble would be insufficient for the mass threaten-
ing to arrive, closed its own border. Conditions ware imposod
upon trovel, transportation bocame dicorgonized, communicotlons
wore interrupted. Fear, hunger, privation and over-orowding
threatencd dlsasgtor.

From Spain and the French Medlterranean ports mony poor
unfortunctes escaped to Horth Afriea cnd besleged our Consu-
lates there., Caesablanea in Africa and Lisbon in Fortugal
became eventunlly the ploceas from which it was hoped possage
might be obtrined for America cnd conscouontly developed into
the centors of the lorgest groupa of rofugece, though mony,
mony thousands woro cought in France behind the closed borders
end many found thomselves in Spnin. Some reached Switzerlond
and a comporntively fow ropnched Swedon.

In this mnss of peonle were mony @en And women of intel-
lectunl superiority, persons of cducntion, of culture, of
characier--brave men rnd women who hed etood by thelr con-
viotions rnd had, by reason of dotermined nctlon, rntogonized
the totalitorion strtos to the point thelr lives were in
danger, ‘

Spontnnecugly there developed in this country movements
to ecve to tho world the brains, the chorcoter and the splrit
wnich motivrted these distrought porsons and to fncilitate
their deprrture for this country, The nomos of some ware well
known to the Amerienn public becruse of thelr litorary,
micicerl or rrtistle nohlovements, theolr politicnl doctrines,
thelr sclentific contributions or thoir ccpocity for orgoni-
znslon-=but there were mrny others whosc nomes were not known
who hed been lenders of thought ond dircctors of movemonts in
entire accord with Amcricon eoeirl and politicel philosophles,
Tho scntiment to srve those persons from becoming derolictc or
from decth develoned into committees orgonized by sympnthetic
ond understnnding Americans.

There were verious of these committecs among the membors
of which were poreone well known to the publie., They recom—
monded lists of nrmos to the Depnrtment of State with the
view thnt visas of some kind be issucd %o the porsons on them
tc come %o this country ond be snfe.

At
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At this point 1t becomes necessary to recall that the law
presoribes how meny immigrents shall be adoitted and that 1%
prohibits admiesion for certain specified reasons.

The law also establighes standards prerequisite to the
issuance of Visitora' Visae and Transit Vieas,

itors' Visas are Erantﬂd provided the person gan
return %o © country of his origin or cap leave for a third
gountry; provided further that the person intends to do so=-—
for otherwise he would be an lonigrant intending to live

here; and that he will not become a public charge while here.

Consequently, the Committees-requesting vieas for certaln
porsons were required to gilve assurances to the Department of
Btate that they would make cvery effort to arrange for the
departure of the person if pdmitted and that he would not be-=
comeé a public charge while here.

nggggt Vigas are granted to permit a lolsurcly stay in
the Unit trtos while treveling to or awalting accommodations

to trevel to ancther country and with similar conditions,

Conscquently the Committoes asking visas of that charac-
ter wore requested to glve those assurances before the visa
could be lssued.

Thoso assurancos weroe entisfactorlly glven in esch case
and the namo and othcr cesential deta wore telegraphed to
the Consuls abrosd., The vorious Committees rocommended o
total of about 2000 nemes., Ench neme wns checked agoinst
officinl Governmont informotion liaste and only nbout cne dozen
of those nemes were found to boe of persons whose prescnce hore
would be prejudicinl to the best intercste of the United Stctes.
For the rest, visns weros puthorized., About 1000 have actually
been lssucd nbrond. Of the belonco--some hove been only re-—
oently dispoatched, some applicante are in hiding or under
essumed names for thelr own protection, some arc inacoossible
to the Oonsuls nnd some hrve removed from the Consulnr dlstrict
to another district ond ore stlll being sought,

The Consul, under the law, 18 the officinl who must
exeroloe the funetion of interviewlng tha npplicant to deter—
mine his fitnoss to recelve r visn considering, among other
thinzs, whether thrt partisular porson's cntrance into the
United Statos would be detrimentol to the best intcrests of
the United Strteas.

It wns necegsary for the Depnrtmont of SBtate to bo sotis-
ficd nbout those porsons, partlculsarly nbout thelr Intontions
while in tho Unitod Strtes and thelr abllity to lenve this
country for nnother nlrce bocnuse 1f they could net leave the
country thoy would be prrmancnt reeldonts and should come as
immiTronte--not ra visitors--and the immigront quotas worc
then full, And to pdcit them wholesale would be to sct nside
the izmigration laws.

=
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As soon e the necesslty for such aetion arose, the proce-
dure as regards the lomigrent quota listse waa revieed and the
quotas are not full--except as to Oermany and Poland, and even
therhw;ll be omen in a comparatively short time (about two
months).

This has been socomplished by "unblocking" the quotas as
fixed by lesw, By "unblocking" 1s meant that when a person's nam
is reached on the ouota 1ist he 1s given his visa Af he has trav-
el documente and an exlt permit to allew him to leave that coun-
try so he can use the viee, Otherwlse his neme is passed and
the next name 18 reached of the person on the llat who has trave
documents and an exit permlt sc he can use the viea. The appli-
oant gete & visa. Under former practice the name at the top of
the 1ist steved there even though he could not use the visa and
the names below him on the list were "blocked",

Howover, quotas are now "unblocked"., ZHpfugees can now ob-
tain Immigrant Vieas if they want to come to America and if they
are acceptable under the laws. In exeeptlonal circumetances
Vieitors' Vieas mey still be useful in saving persons of oxXcop-
tioncl merlt, those of superior intellectusl attainment, of
indomitable spirit, expericnced in vigorous support of the prin-
eiples of liberel government ond who arc in danger of persecutlios
or death at the hande of putocracy.”

Durin: this wholc poriod the Depertment of Statc hos given
syopothotic assistnnce to tacse unfortunrte people, hos been
fully consclous of the limitetions imposcd by law nnd has been
careful pnd deliberate in its eots to prevent cnemics without
from beoooming ‘enemics within,

The procedurs for rocommending, checking and forwarding all
these cascs hos beon chrnged from time to time e the rosult of
eonforences between the Depertments of Stnte nnd Justice, The
prescnt procedure is, in order %o feellitote the orderly cone
siderntion of cascs of politienl refugees recommended DY nAny com.
mittess cpernting in this country on their behnlf, that on lnter.
deparimentnl committee ncts under an agrecment botween tho
Departmente of Stete and Justice. For the primary purpose of
having cvnilrble o1l secrot inforsatlon in the. possession of all
deportments of the Government, this committee is composed of
representatives of the Doportmente of State and Justice and of
thoe Army and the Novy, To it ore referred the nemes of such
politicol refugece. The Committeo wlll check the nnmes of such
poreons ngrinet Governmentel liste in thesa Departmente for the
single purpoec of dlacovering whother there is any cobjection al-
roody in the possesslon of any Depertment of the Government to
the antry of such persens. The names pnsged by the Committee
will be telegrorhed by the Depnrtment of Stnte to 1ts consuls  *
cbrond for thoe considerntion of appliertlions for appropricte
visas., In the event of refusnls to gront vieas the conpsul will :
ropert to the Deportment of Stnte, submitting his ronsone for
guch refuscls. Those roports will be submitted to the committce
for i%e considoration,

The Depnrtment of Stote's representative on this committeo
ia kr., Avra K, Yoarren, Chief of the Visa Divielon of tie Deport-
mont,

Ko caecs rocclved from rny committooc are pending in the
Doprrtment of Stnte, It requirec severnl days to chaek, study,
dri £t erbles concerning, cord rnd index the nnmes but there 1s

no delcy nnd cascs nre current,
E.2 %
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,THE WHITE HOUSE
© WASHINGTON

llarch 7, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR

.3+ ' * THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

et Uplease rosd ' 1

SR TR T
g & LSRR T b p oy

" Letter from the Secratary of the Interlor,
“9/5/L1 to the President, refarring to npapers

it ‘I onecloss letter from

R Beorctary Ickes and letter from

. Frank X¥ingdon in regard to
gﬁ poople interned in France
 whom you wrote to me about on

January £8th. M
& : d
t doea not

vholly to along with
;::]‘:u Dapn;mnn information.

= gilead W I Te aThan b
. . .
g
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forrarded to him ([the Becretary) last week,
from the Secratary of State, in re certaln perdous
in behslf of whom, at the President'= instunce,
representations had beea made to the French Govi.
by our Stste Dept. The Secretary at once con-
municated with Dr. Frank Kingdon, Chatrmn of the
Emergency Rescus Comnittee, who had furnished
the Secretary with the original information whieh
he had forsarded to Lhe President. Enclosos
reply from Dr. Kingdon, 3/4/41, with atteched
affidavits from Kurt Grossman, WYC, /1/.1 in re
Hans Tittel; Siegmind Hoffer, Provldauce, B.T.,
{over)

_ , _/5!; _SI-'LL Lo el |

in re Mr, Tittel; Conrad Relsuner, LYC, in re
Hans Tittel and Stegfried Ploflcr; Rolonon
Monoasshn-Schenrz, NYC, in re Sisfried Pleffer;
A.R.T. Gurland, IYC, in re Siegfried Pleffer.
The Secrelsry of the Intarior, in his letter,
states thet thne burden is diatinctly nupon thosa
who hold these men in Prirce ot the risk of toeir
hadth and in denser of their lives.

Also attached 1= White Houwse file, conslating of
esrbon of President's mesorandum of 1,741 to
the Secratury of State, rFor necessery ectlon.
Lat the Secretery of the Interior know", sttrched
to which wmas note frou the Secretury of the Inter
1/22/41 wita accoupsnying memo to Hirold Orun
from Paul Hagen, brought to the Secratery's atten
tion by Frenk Kingdon, asking eid Tor Frencois
Poagler, Jeen Tittel, Frit:z Lona, and Pleffer,
radiogram from Fry, Yerseille=, 1/19741 in ro abo
letter from Hon. furmar Welles, 1/79/41 to the
Prealdent in re sbove, letter from Secretury of
the Tnterlor, 2/76/i1, in reply to Preaident's
memorandun of 2/76/L1 to the Secretary of the
Interior, with which was transoitted comy of o
letter fron Secy. of State, 2/29/41, "That

shall T tell Cordell? T don't like the susll

of your friends in France", copy of Secy. Tckea!
letter of 2/5/41 to Ur. Eingdon, telegrou prepare
by State to be sent to Americen Eabassy st Viehy,
dated 2/21/41, btut which waas not sent, and
letter from Secy. Interior, 2/77/41 wdvising that
Dr. Eingdon is making a full investi;etion o the

. matter.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

March 5, 194l1.

My dear Mr, President:
fou will rememper that you forwarded to me last week a
copy of the letter from the Secretary of State,with a personal
inquiry attached with reference to certain persons in behalf of
uhomuat your 1nstannafraprauentntiuns had been made to the French
Government by our State Department. I communicated at once with
Dr. Frank Kingdon, Chairman of the Emergency Rescue Committee,
who had furnished me with the original information wnich I
forwarded to you, I now enclose his reply with attached afridavits.
It would seem to me that on tne face of the record as it now
stands, the burden is distinctly upon those who hold these men
in France at the risk or their health and in danger of their
lives.
Sincerely yours,
it
Secretary of the Interlor,

The President,
The White House.

oo Y



Chairmas
Franh Kingdoa

Wi Chalrman
L. Hallagassrth Wood
Traawarar
David F. Seifarhald
Saaratasy
Wildrad Adims
Lawaubovs Ausiitint ia Chisimaa
Uil W aabaarg
Hateanal Commiias
bir, Emmgas Baine
Elmae Davls
Ov, Eobart Hedrhiss
Or, Advin Johssos
bbrs, Hanry Gaaddard Lasch
Oir, Whlligm Allgs Mailien
Dir, Chatlar Sepmeur
Dr. Geeerga Suiier
Raymosd Gram Swiag
Darativy Thampaan
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122 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, M. Y.

MURRAY HILL 14590

The Hon. Horcld L. Ickes
Dupartzent of the Interior
Weshingten, D, C,

¥y dear Nr. Secrotory:

(RO DR )
; B R LIVED s

1041

In accordance with tho promise which I made
you in the telegram sent to you last week, I om now
able to give you the firet results of my inquiry inte
the cagesof the four people in vwhose behalfl I gought
your help. The mein eriticlss sgeems to be of the coge
of Jean (Hsns) Tittel whose record,” as recorted by the

French Oovernment, woe cssumed to be "bed."

Is far es

I can digcover the bagls of this judgment 1z inedequats,
Lot pe tax your patiepce with en examinetion of the

charges against him,

First, the French records say, &s you wrote me,
thot Tittel "was in possession of explosives ond of
seditious trects of the Fourth Internationsl in such
circumstances as to lecd to the suspicion thet he was

implicated in the Etoile bombing outrage.”

This bombing,

according to the best informetion thot I can pet, was

the work of csgoulards in September, 1237.

I am

encloeing with this letter two affidavite, both proving
thot Kr. Tittel wes living in Asch, Czechoslovakis in 1937,
thet he was & respectable anti-Nazi immigrant end wos there
with the speciel permisaion of the Czechoslovakien
Government and under the contrel of the Cezech governmentel
rafuges institutions supported by them. He did not leave

Czechoalovakia before the end of July, 1838,

thus he could

not have been affilisted with the bombing of the Etolle.
#a far as I con discover, he has pever been under any
investigation of an accusetion of having been connected

with this crime.

Tittel applied for 2 French vien from Czechoslovalin
in the early sumoer of 1938. At that time the incuiries
about the bombing had alrendy been closed in France. FHe
certainly would not hava heen grented a viss to Frence if
thers had been any suspicion of him commection wiih thot
crime. At thet time visitors' visas for Germen exile: *
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{roz Czochoslovakis to Frence werc granted only to persons with
especicl permizsion from the French Forelgn Office, The French
Consulete in Prague had no gencral permicsion to grant such vires
without suthorizatlion from Paris. Tittel; like pll of the exiles

in the same case, was carcfully investigated before being granted the
visa.

Secondly, I enclose an aflfidevit signed by Siegmund Hoffer who
attests Tittol's political activities in Czechoclovakia. Further
inguiry among the Oerman exiles whom I trust informs me thot Tittel
was the object of etteck by Nazis Comsunicte nnd Trotskyites because
of his democratic beliefs. He wns connected with the local unions in
the Sudetenland village of Asch where he wes under the public control
of the locel lsbor movement and the Czech suthoeritles who opparkntly
1iked him for his cqurageous stand agningt the growing Nazl and Henledn
influence.

Thirdly, as far as I can discover, Tittel never used "Polich and
Germen identity papers", the Cermezn papers being forged. Tittel, in fact,
travelled from Crechoslovakis to France on a Czechoslovakian refugee
5“““" This fact ir attested by the enclosed statement from Hurt

osemann whose office obtained this passpart. Concerning these passports
Yr, Grossmenn states "Such pessports were issued only after a thorough
prolonged police investigation of the relisbility of the recipient.”

Fourthly, I should guestion seriously the charge that Tittel wes
in possession of & secret redioc trensmitter in Frence as stated by the
French police records. Ao a matter of foct, the stories of such secrat .
transmitters were mostly bluff. During the supmer of 1088, up to the
beginning of the war in 1939, French suthorities carefully controlled
French territorics and such & transmitter would have been found if in
operetion, but we have no evidence that Tittel was ever accused of using
such on instrument.

Before the war Tittel was not molested by the French suthorities.
During the war, as you and I know, nll Cermen emigrants were under
supervision. If Tittel had been under the slightest suspicion, he would
hove been gent to prison and not with other refugees to a detention camp.
It looks to me as though the accusations egainst Tittel are a gpeciecs of
gmoke screen, set up by police officers now under control of the very
cagoulerds upon whom rested the chiefl responsibdlity fer the 1957 bombing
of the Etolle. I should add that the fnct that Tittel has been transferred
to the comp in Milles and thot the Fremch Govermment is ready to pive him
en exit permit i1s itself an indicotion that the accusations ere doubtful.

How o fow words about the other three men. Your letter makes no
reference to any bad record in their cases. I realize thet the French
authorities may keep cortain other accusations in other filea, but failing
thelr production, I think we should contimue our insistence that the
Fronch suthorities allow these people to depart. I em glad to heer that
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none of them ig on the extredition list. I gathered the informction from
your letter thot this might be & polnt egoinst them, perhaps as an
indication of their not being "lamous™ enough. Teo have some difficulty

in expleining why certain outstanding people among the thousands of Germens
in France are on the list while others sro not, but at any rate; we should
ba heppy to get our friends out even though they do not bear the ecocolede
of Hazi vengeance. Those men whose nemes I have submitted to you have ot
lesgt achieved the degree of fame that belenge to those who were the first
to get out of France through the united efforts of ocur rescus crgenizations
by boardine & boat in Marseilles, in company with certain respecteble French
and Belpdon officers. Thoy had the misfortune to bo recaptured and sont
back to the camp. For this attespted escape they were tried and soquitted
but told thot thoy must stay in comp for the duratiom of the war.

Franz Boegler was Secretary of the German Social Democratic Party
in the Palatinate. Ho was & member of the Diet. He also esceped to Czecho-
slovakis and was, like Tittel; under the control of the Czech Government
and caze to Frence under gimilar conditions. He is backed here by the
Azericen Friends of German Freedom. His wife apd child are alre in
this country so thet it is umvsually cruvel to hold him ip camp in france.

Frits Lemm, backed by both the American Friends of German Freedosm and
the International Relief Association, used to be a youth leader in the
focinl Jemocratic Hovement of Germany and has never been commected or
affiliated or in sympethy with the Communist Party =move=ent, Some of his
friends are already here. He iz not in good health and hes been in the
camp hospital most of the time go thot his detentlon for the duration of
the wer would probably mean his death. .

Sierfried Pfeffar wos an orgenizer of the Scciel Demccratic Youth
Movement in Chemnitz. Information has just come to me that it is possible
thet the cherges preforred against Tittel are in fact beged on & dossler
against Pfeffer. If there has been this confusion, let me soy that
gertein chorges were made againgt Pfeffer by the Communist group and in
order to clear this matter up I anm enclozing documents attesting the
charactor and sctivities of Pleffer during the pericd for which ke was
under {ire.

The same conditions exioted for these people as for Tittel when they
went to france. A1l of them were carefully investigated. M1l of them got ﬂ
their visas through the Blum Oovernzent or its successor. The one or the
other mny heve "a record® but let me say & word about Fremch records.
Among the millions of emigrants in Frence, thousands could not evold getting
on the record. If once ¢ man was denounced by somcbody as an cpemy, the
French gystem kept such denunclations in thedir files even though they were
proven untrue. In some cases there wes apperently no investigntion. In
other ceses the mceusetion wns proved untrue but the record remainmed. In
every serious case we may be sure that there was pot cnly on investigrtion
but &n indictment, but none of those for whom we are working wes ever indicted
during tha time thot demccratic justice prevoiled in France, To-day the
new police facing eriticism abroed and, as in these cages, facing official

intervention from American scurces, may be tempted to shock us end keep us




REFROCUCED FROM HOADSES FrUGSL [ ROOTIVET LAY
- e

- -

awoy from further rescue and help. I do mot think that we ghould give in
to thos too eoslly.

Lot me say emphatieally that meither I mor the Emergency hkescue
Cormittes will 1if%t = finger %o help any Communlst to get into this
country. 0he heve o group of roliable and intelligent people who know the
Turoperns and their past intimately. No pame is cubmitted for o visa or
for any other action umtll it has been serutinized by this group. Ploase
helieve me, =y dear Mr. Secrotary, when I say that I count you as one
of the first fighters for democracy ir our time and thot I em proud to be
agsociated with you &s & colleague in the struggle for liberty and justice.

Sincerely yours,
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New York City, N.Y.

March 3, 1841

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

ﬂ..*-f ﬁvuﬁf‘

This is to stote that I have khown Mr. Slegfried Pfeffer of Chemnitz  Germany, now in
:-pu-nn‘ in unoccupied France, ever since I first met him at Chemnitz in 1932 when I was
associate chief editor of the Chemnitz Social Democratic daily, "Volksstlmme". Mr, Pfef-
for had headed the Social Democratic Youth Organization (Sozialistische Arbeiter-Jugend)
of the Chemnitz region until the end of 1931, and although he had severed connections
with the Social Democraticdt that time, he was spoken of as a most honorable and gifted
young man, and imtroduced %o me, by outstanding leaders of the Social Democratic movement
there. I also became acguainted with the Pfeffer family, relatives of close perscnal
friends of mine, and visited several times at the Pfeffers" home where I met Siegfried
Préffers father and sisters. Mr. Pfeffer's father, who had joined the German Social De-
mocratic Party when he came to Germany in his early youth, was a well-lmown hosiery manu=
facturer in Chemnitz and President of the Jewlsh Community there for a long time. The fa=-
mily was native of that part of Austria which later became Polish, but Siegfried Ffeffer
was born at Chemnitz, Germany, and always thought of himself as a German. He had applied
for German citizenship prior to 1933 and was granted the citizenship as a matter of prin-
ciple some time before National Scolalism came to power. He had not yet been given the
German passport, though, and when he had to flee Nazi persecution, he was granted a Folish
passport by the Polish Consulate. Nevertheless, he said he was a German refugee, which he
was right in doing, when he emigrated to France. This accounts for the charges made against
him by 't]:e French police, concerning what they call his "double eitizenship" or "fgked
identity” .

.hen I £irst met him, Mr. Pfeffor was in charge of the Chemmitz Youth Organization. affi-
liated with the Socialist Workerd' Party, a small group that had split eff from the Social
Democratic Farty. Althopgh we were not on quite friemdly terms on this account politically,
I had wide opportunity to admire Siegfried Pfeffer's sincers and genuine attachment to the
ideals of Democracy and Fresdom and his active participation in the political struggle both
ggainst Nazis and Gowmbinists. He often was in imminent danger of persecution by Nazi Sterm
Troopers and proved a courageous defender of democpratic rights. After having left Germany
in 1933 I met Siegfried Pfeffer again in Paris, France, some time in August, 1933, and
kept close contacts with him ever since. 1 have known Siegfried Pfeffer as an mctive and
outstanding member of the Socialist Workers' Party organization in exile; for a long time
he was in charge of their contacts inside Germany. With some friends he separated from
that Party around,193J and then devoted himself emtirely to his professional activities
on the staff of "Bureau International de Documentation", a press-clippings service on
Germany's social hnd ecomomic developments well-lmown in this country as a reliable socurce
of information. He never was member of any Commnist organization, nelither did he parti-
cipate in any Trotskyite organizations. Contrariwise, he was a target of venomous Stalinist
and also Trotskyite attacks, and I have reason to believe that any charges that might be
made mgainst him by French authorities are due to Stalinist denunciations. Siegfried Plef-
fer never participated in French polities, either; he never had anything to do with sub- .
versive motivities directed against the French Republican Government, and the Fremch police
i:.ﬂa;:tnuvur any substantiated charges against him, nor did they ever indiect him on any charges
over.

I sincerely hope that Siegfried Pfeffer will be given the opportunity to escape police per-
gecution in France as well as the danger of being extradited to ’l, authorities through
being admitted to enther the United States. s
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February 21, 1941,
AMERICAN LMBASSY,
VICHY,

Depnrtment!s 78, January 25, 5 p.m.

Your 187, February 15, 2 p.m.

In view of the statements as to the reputation
and records of Pfeffer and Titt \___31. which were not known
to the American Government, you are authorized to with-
draw intercession in their behalf,

A=L: BL; SRW
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New York City

I, Conrad Reisner, former director of the
service Juridique et Soclal pour les Réfugles
Allemands, secretary of the exlled German grou havimg
of the League for Human Rights in Parls, (serve
on the Advisory Committee for German Refugees at
the Ministry of Interior and Secretary of the
Federation of German Refugees in France herewith
want to declare the followlng:

I have been informed that several charges have
been made by the French police agalnst the German
refugee Hans l'lttel.

From my occupation in Paris it is lmown to me
that similar shargea are supposed to have been made
against the German refugee Siegfried (not Maurice)
Pfeffer, but I never heard that such charges were
aver made agalnst Hans 'ittel,

Siegfried Pfeffer is known to me since 1935,
when he fled from Chemnitz to Paris, I lmow that
the French pollice became interested in him and I
was myself in my capacity as secretary of several refugeo
organizations questioned about him by an inspector
of the Political Police. I expresaed my conviction
that he is an authentic political refugee, a fighter
against all forms of totgplitarlanlam and a most
honorable person. I had the impression that Pfeffer
was denounced by politicai enemies, probably by
communists who fregquentiy used such means to involve
people they hated in difficulties. Obvliously none
of the alleged charges could be held up, which was
proven by the fact that the authoritles gave
Mr. Pfeffer a carte d'identite” in 1937 or 1938.
This card means that he was given an extendable
permlit to stay in France which was valid for three
years and he even was glven the right to work.

The French Government issued a decree on
September 17, 1936 in connectlion with the conventlon
at Geneva of July 4, 1936, according to which all
persons who had fled from Germany becausse of the
advent to power of the Nazis could apply for
recognition as (political) refugeas and for the

::cszuu./( fégsh;ﬁh*‘—u-
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issuance of a so-called refugea pasaport. To

examine these appllcations an Advlisory Commlittee

was founded which worked with thes Minister of the
Interior and with which I worked as a secretarye.

This committee gave ita opinion after the moat
thorough ezaminatlon. It recognlzed Slegfried Pfeffer
as a political refugee and the ministry evidently
followed this declslon by issuing the above-
mentioned carte d'identite,

Since the beginning of the war Mr., Pfeffer has
been interned in the Camp de Vernet. EBefore thias
time he spent only one day in police custody and
this was on December 6, 1938 when the German Minlater
of Forelgn Affairs, Joachim von Ribbentrop, vislted
Parlas. A great number of German polltical refugees
were arrested for one day at that time because the
French police evidently feared demonstratlons
agalnst the Nazil representative. It seema to me that
there 1s an antagonlsm between this measure, which
was taken agalnst anti-Hitler refugees only and the
charge that Pfeffer was not an authentic anti-Hltler
emigrant.

I also want to polnt out, that there has never
been a regular accusation against Pfeffer and that
he never had to face any trial which would have been
a matter of course had he really owned explosives or
had he anything to do wilth the bombing-attempt at the
Etolle etc.

It 1s a known fact that the bombing attempt at
the Etoile has been staged by French Fasclsts some of
whom have been arrested.

I know Siegfried Pfeffer very well and can declare
with all certainty that he 1s a convinced and actlve
opponent of the Nazi regime and that he never had the
least bit to do with Fifth-Columnista. He also was never
a member of the Communist or Trotzkylst Party but
belonged to a soclallist group which the Communists
conatantly fought agalnst.
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I made the mcquaintance of Hans Tittel in
Paris and he, too, is known to me to be & doclded
enemy of the Nazls and above all suaplelon to
ever have had contact with Fifth-Columnlsts.

March 4, 1941

t. Potary Tullle
0¥ C o aoe WS, Kegn Bae, IR9GT
B, Cn o, 300, Ry, Ke, 312041
T a=plnas Rlarch 3, 1940

Conrad Helsner
B30 Weat End Ave.
New York Clty




mmm‘wumm | . ‘iLL ;.h*l N

Yo

:l.'c”

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

March 14, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

Owing to the absence of Under Secretary Welles,
there has been some deley in responding to your
memorandum under date of March 7 which enclosed a
letter from Secretary Ickes and a letter from
Dr. Frank Kingdon in regard to the persons intermed
in Frence by the names of Maurice Preffer, Jean (Hans)
Tittel, Fritz Lamm end Francols Boegler. '

In the absence of the Under Secretary and in
order to expedite decision in the cases, this will
advise that unless you disapprove a cable is being
dispatched to Vichy setting forth that the information
we recelved through Vichy from the French Government
about these persons is challenged by truat;urthy and
sincere persons kmown to us who ere supported by state-
ments of politicel refugees who have been admitted to

the

The President,
The White House.

\
LW |



mmm'wumm .
-

2=

the United States on the recommendation of responsible
committees which have been operating in nnnjun;tion
with the Department during this trying period.

Tn the meantime our original telegram to the
French Government under date of January 25 requesting
transfer of these persons to Camp Milles still stands
and the matter will be allowed to contlnue in that
status until a report is recelved from Vichy covering
specifically the points raised in the affidavits sub-
mitted through Secretary Ickes by Dr. Kingdon.

The Department has taken no action to negative
or detract from the original request and will not
teke any such action until we hear further from Vichy
and after submitting it again to you for instructions.

T am returning herewlth the files which were
enclosed in your memorandum under reference to
Mr. Welles. |

ours,

Enclosures:

Original files.
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