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My dear Mr. Presi dent: 

• l. . . . ? 

~sF: sJ;>A:: 

DEPARTMENT OF STAT E 
WA SHING TO N 

January 6, 1941. 

I am enclosing a memorandum on the refugee acti­

vities of the Department in the thought that you may 

desi re the information which it presents. The memo­

randum is a factua l review of the activities of the 

Department during the si x-months' peri od, July lst to 

December 31st, 1940-- the period during which the 

problem beoame very acute and assumed a considerable 

importance. 

Faithfully yours, 

Enclosure: 

Memorandum. 
Press Release , No. 549 , 
oecember 18 , 1940, 

The President, 

The White House. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AssiSTANT SECRETARY 

A-L 

January 6 , 1941. 

s 
Mr. Secretary: 

Refugees 

This is a statement ot the retugea visa work of the 

Department of State for the six months ' period, July 1 

to December )l (1940) , It was during these months the 

problem assumed emergency proportions . 

Visas have been issued to 

Visas authorized and out­
standing but action on 
which not yet reported 

Visas brought to Consul ' s 
attention tor 1941 quotas 
(Russian territory) 

GRAND TOTAL 

Including British child­
ren 

22, 508 

2,4)2 

l ,too 
26, JO - Not including 10,000 

Visas proVided tor 
British child.ren, ot 

3, 500 which ) , 500 were used. 

29 ,9)0 

The figure 22 , 508 :epresents visas actually issued and 

is correct in Depart.ment ' s information as ot December )l , 1940 , 

More than that have been issued but reports ot them had not 

been received in the Department up to December )1, 1940. 

Some 
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some or the 2 , 432 visas have also been issued but are 

unreported . The (iuota Control officers collect the 

information from local officers in their respective 

jurisdictions with whom communication is usually delayed . 

On account of war conditions transmission of this 

information is frequently interrupted for periods . 

Consequently it is not possible for them to receive 

promptly the information so they can report the exact 

status on any given day. For that reason sooe reports 

are incomplete as to some Consulates for a period of 

weeks preceding the date of the control officer 's 

statement. Therefore it is practically certain that some 

hundreds of the 2,432 authorized but unreported cases have 

been i ssued . However, the information ~ the Department as 

of December 31 is that 22 , 508 visas had been actually 

issued to persons , practically every one of whom is 

a refugee from German, Italian or Russian oppression 

and who originated in territory ~ of the Rhine. 

These refugees 

- . 



These refugees are geographi cally allocated as 

indicated below: 

German (controlled, occupied 
or dominated) territory - Immigrant Visi t ors and 

Transits 

Germany 
Czechoslova.lda 
Norway 

1), 685 •.•..... • • • 
1 , 4)7 . .... . ... • . 

61 •••••..•. .• 
1 , 681 • •....... •• 

65 . • ..••... •• 
4),5 • ••.• • •••• • 

JJ9 
76 
69 
86 
71 
49 

1/2 Poland 
Denmark 
Hungary 
Ruma.nia 188 •• 17~~2 •••• 22 7l:G 

Russian (controlled, occupied) 

u.s .s.R. 
l/2 Poland 
Lithuania 
Latvia 
Finland 

256..... . ..... 6) 
1681 . .. .. ... .. . 86 

)1. .. .. ... .. . 6 
2... ..... ... 1 

67 o o o20'J7 • • • o 109 

Ita.ly • • ........ . ............... . .....•.. 199 ••• •...• 

Switzerland • .. . . ..• . . . .... . . .. . . . .....•• 2)5 ••• . •. . • 

265 

66 

206 

Immigrant, total •• .. . ..••..•..... . .• • 
Visitors and t ransit in 

regular course • •••.•.•••••.••• • •• 

20, 02) • • ••••• • 1, 249 

. 1 , 249 
Recommended as in particular 

danger for special 
consideration - analyzed 
on next page - authorized 
) , 268 of which reported 
1ss·ued • . •. .. . . .• .• ... . •.•.. . .• ••• 

Organizations Sponsoring Refugees 

A number of organizations inter ested in refugees have 

recommended the names of political refugees in particular 

danger for special consideration in the issuance of visas. 

The tollO\viAg groups have been esp~cially interested: 

President's _...;. -
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President ' s .Avisory Committee 
on l'oli tical .<efugees 
Names receive~ to~ec . )l, 1940 
(Of about 750 names submitted 
up to Uov, 15th, Consuls have 
reported issuance of visas as 

Issued 

follows - !lames submitted later, 
reports not received as of 12/)l/40): 

Visitors'............. . 266 
Immigration... . .. .... . . 87 
Transit Certificates. .. 22 
Type of Visa not stated 27 

Total m..... . 402 
(Reports have not yet been 
received from several offices) 

American Federation of Labor 
Names recommended (closed Oct. l) 
Reports indicate issued to 4l) • . •.•• 4l) 

Catholic Organizations 
Names recommended 
Reports indicate issued to 
approximately all 58,............ .... 58 

lewish Organizations 
American Jeviish Congress 
Agudas Chasidoi Chabad 
Agudath Israel Youth Congress 
and other organizations , mostly 
in Russian controlled territory 
where many difficulties to e:d.t , total 

(The organizations are highly 
responsible and have selected the 
names from a much larger number 
as outstanding in their religion 
and in special dauger . !.!any are 
in Soviet- occupied Lithuania and 
Poland and are experi encing 
difficulty in traveling,) 
Reports indicate issuance of 
visas to about 250 •• •.••••••. •••••••• 250 

American Unitarian Association 

.\uthorized 

1224 

705 

58 

1 , 1.4) 

flames recommended 50 
Visas have been issued to 
at least 25..................... ..... 25 

Dominican Republic ~ettl~ent 
Association (transit certlticates) 88 

~ 
The 

88 
)268 

persons 
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The persons to vmom these visas have been issued 

originated in the territories specified, though many or 

them, including practically all of those on the lists or 

the President 's Committee , and on that or the A. F. of L., 

were , at the time, in France, Portugal or Africa. Under 

the law they are chargeabl e to the country of their origin 

and are so indicated in this summary. 

Many of the~e persons originated in Cermsny, fewer in 

Italy and Poland and r etreated into France, either directly 

during the past few years or through Holland and Belgium 

where they remained temporarily until the Cerman advance . 

Others were still in Germany at the time they 

received visas. 

Many of those whose visas have been authorized originated 

in Poland and retreated to the Baltic States or originated 

in the Baltic States. ·;/hen those countries were absorbed 

into the military jurisdiction of Russia it became 

practically impossible for them to travel and consequentl y 

they are unable for the time being to claim the visas 

to which they are entitled. That situation largely 

accounts for the fact that of 1143 persons recommended by 

Jewish Organizations only 250 have actuall y received visas . 

We had only one Consulate in Russia during this period. 

It was at Moscow and intending emigrants have encountered 

many 



-, 
• 

• 
-6-

anny difficulties to prevent travel to Moscow to 

approach the American Consulate . Conversely, the 

Russian Government refuses the privilege to Consular 

officers to visit other parts or the country to exercise 

the Consular function . 

Likewise , a number or persons recommended by the 

President's Committee are under assumed names , or hiding 

from the Gest~po, or have moved out or the Consular 

district, or tor similar reasons are either atraid to or 

prevented trom approaching the American Consul in order 

to obtain their visas . 

In addition to granting iccigrant visas to persons 

originating east or the Rhine , there have been issued, within 

the quota, visas to persons originating in Belgium, France , 

Luxe.mburg and the Netherlands. The factual information in 

the Department is too fragmentary as regards thoco four 

territories to permit a tactual statement in connection 

with them, but an estimate based on the best information 

avaHable is submitted herewith : 

Belgium • •••• • • • •••• •• 500 
France ••••• .• ..•.•. 1543 
Luxemburg.. . ..... .. 50 
Netherlands • • • •• •• • 1100 

Total - \'/estern 'turope • • •• • , . ~ 
Total - East Of Rhine •• • ••• • ~ 

GRAND TOTAL ~ 

!estimated! 
estimated 
estimated) 

(estimated) 

The policy 
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Tho policy ot tho Department ot State and tho procedure 

adopted by it tor dealing with the retusee immigrant 

problem was summarized in a press release issued on 

December 18, 1940. 

Although the laws relating to the entry of aliens 

do not provide preferential treatment tor retusees as 

such, administrative measures have been taken to meet 

the emergency, Consuls have been instructed to be as 

liberal as tho law allows and to expedite action i .n 

the oases ot qualified applicants wben satisfied that 

they will not engage in activities inimical to the 

interests or the United States. In view or reports 

i ndicating that Nazi and other totalitarian agents 

are endeavoring to enter the United States in the guise 

ot refugees , it bas been considered essential in the 

national interest to scrutinize all applications care-

fully . 

A- L:BL:WA 
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DEPIJ\'fiG:h"T OF STATE 

FOR THE PRESS 

POLITICAL REFUGEES 

DEOEl!BER 18, 19•0 
No . M9 

!he refugee problt• 1a lnextrlcably involved vlth the 
queatlon ot vleae. 

Pertona deatrtng to come to the United States under the 
1mm1grat1on lawa muft tlrst obtain a vtea from a Conaul of 
the United Stnteo abroad. 

Peraone cc=1ng tor percanent realdence cuat under thla 
lav aeeure Iaaigrant Vlaaa; t~oae coa.tng tor a teaperarr 
atAy, Vlsltor•' Vlsoa: those who deelre to peaa throu~ the 

country en route to another country, Transit Vlsaa . The 
grt,ntlng ot V1aae la under the jurlsd lctlon ot the Department 
ot State . 

?errone arr1v1ng on V1altora 1 Vlea& art under the l~v 
peraltted t o reaaln a tecporary ~rlod , Thoat arrlvlng at 
trana1ent1 are ll~ted to slx~y daya , It the pr!vllegt ls 
not extended the peraon 11 suppote4 to lcrve the United Stotea 
or be deported . The oxtonalon or prlvllcge end th~ atep1 
looking to 4eparture or deryortatlon arc un~er the Jur1 t41ct1on 
or tho Dcpart:ont or Juetlce . 

Rotugeoa d~velope4 into a doflnlto problem after tho 
lnvaelon ot trance . l~ny pcraon1 had pr~vloualy arrlvod ln 
Franco to f1n4 aoylum rrom poraooutlon at tho hands or tho 
totalitarian etatoa. To these ~oro added eavoral allllons 
vho n ed troll Hollend an'-. Bolg1u=. They all bccaoe mlgranto 
a~a1n ~ryd thc tr nugbcro were de~bled or trebled ~ r cel(cnts 
or France--all 1n tlliht b~tor~ tho advancing Ocr=an a~ca 
and ~~c G~•t~po wh1ch followed ln lta wake. Moat or thoao 
unfortun3toe, pc raone poracoutod booauso or adherence ;o their 
pol1tlcol or rol1g1oua bol ters , 4oalrod to coa:.o to tho 
Unltod Statea. 

Obv1ouol1 

.~ 

.. 
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Obvlouely 1t vas legally lmpotllblt to nocept thea all . 
The 1av1 ot thte country preeerlbe the nuD~r or peraona to 
be a4a1tte4 at tcalcrante . Appllcattona rar tn exce11 or the 
le-al lWlt ~4 alrta4.r ~en uc!e b1 other peraona and rroa 
onl)' a rev countrtea or !ur<)pe were t:;...,tsrant •htta a:t"alla')l e. 
that , however, 414 not prevent the 4eaand, but lt 414 &44 to 
the conaeetlon. 

The American Conaulatea in Southern Fr~nce , at iordeaux , 
Marco1lle and Nlce uer e awamped wtth applicant• • . The etatra 
were lnereated. but evon aa enlar sed were unable to dt'lal utth 
t!'le orovd1ng r.lultltudo or daUy I\U;t'9l loontt tor e.dmlaoton to 
e :vvon or rot'u3e . Brflneh otttoae ot ou r Ooneulntoa wer e 
opened cloaor to tho Spanlah border &t tho horde movo4 aoutn 
tr~nxtod. at tho nrar oppro•ch or the :1oetUo o..rmy end the 
agent• or tho Ooatapo. ?hon Spatn oloeod ttl border. Portugal 
apprehenetvo leet tho rood aupply 1n Portusal and the aocomoo­
dat1ono avaU,.blo voul.d bo t.naurrtctont tor the oa&a t~oaton­
lng to &rr1•o, closed ttc o~n border. Condttlona v~rc tapoeod 
upon t~vol , trono,ortntton bccaao 41oorODn1~o4, coaaunlo·tton• 
voro 1ntcrru.,tc:d. Fc:nr, hun,c:cr, prlvatlon o.nd ovor-crovcUna: 
throa.toncd 41aeator. 

Fro• Spaln ond. the French Mo41torrnnoon ports many poor 
unrortunr toe eaonpcd to North AtrlcR on4 beatoged our Coneu­
la.toe thoro . CAao.blnnctt 1n Atrtca ru\d Lhbon tn Portugal 
bcot\mo ovontunlly tho pll'.cea from which .\.t wns hoped ptl&aa.go 
mtght bo obtrtnod tor Aor.rtca ~nd conaoauontly developed into 
th~ centora or the l~rgcat sroupa or rorugooa , though ~~y , 
onny thouann4e v~ro c~ught tn rr~nco behind tho closed bordore 
end ca.ny found thCQ&Olv~a tn Spnln . Sooo r cnched Swltterl~nd 
~d a co~rnttvoly rev r anched Swodon. 

In thll &nil or pconle were ct"07 ;acn r:nd vo::en or lntel­
loctunl auportortty, persona ot cducntton , ot culture, or 
ehnrector--brnvo acn ~nd voocn who had atood by tbelr con­
v1ct1ona rn4 hr.d, ~ roncon of 4otcra1nc4 r.ctlon, r~~on1tc4 
tho totnltt~rtnn atrtcs to the ~lnt tholr llvca verc ln 
d~or . • 

Spontnnooualy the r e devolopod 1n thta country Qovoocnta 
to erve to tho wor ld the brains , tho ch~rnetor ~~d the B?1r1t 
whi ch mot1vrtod those dlstrnught por8one nnd to factlltato 
tholr doprrturo ror th1a country. 7ho n~moa or ~ooo woro well 
known to th? Amcr1c~n publlo ~cruao ot thotr llt crnry , 
muctcr~ or rrtlctlc ~chlevc=cnte, thotr polltlcnl doctrlnee , 
tholr &clcntltlc contrlbutlono or thotr ccpaclty ror orgr.n1-
z,n:-:1on--but thoro vcrc Q..-n,y othoro vhoeo nrmos were not known 
w!lo bed bean lcr6ora o!' thought ttn4 41rootort of covol!l.cnte in 
ent1ra accord vlth ~rlc~n soctrl nn4 pallt~cel pbllolophicl . 
Tho ocnt1mont to ~rvc ~~ac por~ono tru• boCY5ln6 dcrcllctc or 
troa 4o~th davolo~Od tnto coectttcoe orsnnttod by aympnthotlc 
end underotnn41n; Aacrlenns . 

Thoro wcr~ v~rtous ot tbcao comm1ttooa nmon~ the member• 
ot which woro por~ona well known to the public. They roco~ 
mended l1nto or n~mce to tho Depn rtmont or Stnto wlth the 
v1ow thnt v1aca of somo kind bo 1a~ued to tho persons on them 
to come to th11 country ond Do Gnfo . 

At 
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At thla point it beoomea neceaaary to recall that the lav 

prescribes how ceny 1-ml:llgre.nta shall be ad.oltted a.nd that lt 
prohibita adoleelon for cer taln apecl!led reaeons . 

The law aleo eetabllahea standards prerequ1e1te to the 
1aauance ot V1a1tora 1 Vleae and Tranelt Vleas . 

Visitors' Vi e•• are granted provided the per son can 
return to the country or h ie ori gin or .£!.!l leave t or ithird 
count ry; provided further that the person intends to do to-­
tor otherwise he would be an lccl grant intending to live 
here; and tha t he vlll not become a public charge while here . 

Consequently, the Co~mlt teee . requeetlng vleas ror certa in 
poraona were r cqulre4 to give a&eur•ncea to the DePBrtment or 
State that ~ey would cako every otCor t to arr&nge tor the 
departure or tho peraon lf bdm1tted and that he would not be­
come a public chor ge wh1lo horo . 

Tran£1t ~ aro granted to pormlt a lolauroly etay ln 
tho Unlt~ Str tos while traveling to or avaltlng accommodation& 
to trnvol to ano the,r c:ountr:-r and with alatllar oondltlone . 

O·onsoquently tho Cot::i~!!lttoes aek1ng visas or that charac­
ter wore r equested to g1ve thoeo ae;sur~moes before t.he vl.sa 
could be 1.8aucd. 

Tboao a•suraneoa wcr o a~t 1a tnctor1ly given 1n eao~ oaao 
and tho nnmo and other ossont14l data wore t~lographcd to 
tho Coneuls nbroad. The v~r1oue Oommlttecs rocommanded n 
total or about 2000 names . Ench ncmo wns chocked against 
ott1c1al Government 1ntor~t1on 11sto and only about one dozen 
ot thoec nrmcs were found to Do ot per sons whose presence her e 
would be pr.)Judlclol to tho boat lntor.)ato ot the United Stc.tea . 
For the rost, v1sos wcro nuthorlted . About 1000 have nctuolly 
been leeuod nbrood. or the br,lnnco--somc bnvc been only re­
cently d l spntohed ~ oomo oppl1eonts nrc in hldlng or under 
coeumcd nnmoa for thai r ovn protoctlon , BOme aro lnnccossiblc 
to t he Consuls nnd some hrve r omovcd rroo the Conaulnr di strict 
to nnothor d1atr 1ot cn4 nro at!ll being sought . 

Tho Consul , undor the l ow, ls tho ottlc1Ql wbo muat 
exero ioe tho tunct lon ot lntorvlowlng tha cppllcnnt to deter­
cine hia tltnoas to r ooolvo a vlsr. conc1dor1ng, a=ong other 
thinBa, whether thrt PQrtlculr.r porson ' e entrance into the 
United Stntoo would bo det riment~ to tho b~et lntorosts of 
the United Strto a. 

It vne nacoesnry for the Dopnrtmont of Stnto to be aGt1o­
tlod about those per sons, pnrtloulP.rly nbout their lntcntlons 
while ln tho United Strtca nnd. thcl.r nbUlty to let:.ve th!a 
country tor nnother ,l~eo bco~uso 1t they could not lcdvc t ho 
country they would be prr~ncnt rc~ld~nta nnd should come ae 
~mmill.':r,rnto .... not rn vlsltors--ttnd t he 1rr.m1grr.nt quotoa \'I'Or o 
then full . And to t~dc1t them whol cenlo would bo t o set es1G.e 
tho 1wm1grntion lnws . · 

-
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AI eoon 11 the necesaltY tor euoh action ~rote. t~e proce­
dure at re&erde the }galgrant quota llltl vat revised and the 
quotae er. not tvll--except •• to Ger .. n1 and Poland, and even 
they vW be o~en ln a co~ratlvel)' abort tl• (about tvo 
contho) . 

T~le hal been acco:pllabed b7 •unblocklna• the quo~• •• 
t1xed by lew. er •unblocking• 11 meent t~t when a pereon 11 na• 
11 reached on the auota list he 11 ilven hla vtaa tr he haa trav· 
el do~nte And en exlt permit to tllow hlm to leave that oo~n­
try so he Oftft .!ll..l the vtae.. Ot.hel"'WUI hle name 11 paoaed. and. 
the next naco ~reached ot the peraon on the llet who ~ trave 
dooumon~• !n! an oxlt permit eo he i!Q uee tho vtaa. T~appll­
oant gou a vua. Under tor~:er practice the name •t th1l top ot 
tho llat atayed thera oven though ho could. not ueo the v!os and 
tho namoa below hlm on tho llst vero 'blocked' . 

However. quotae ar.a nov •unblocked.•. ~tugeea ean nov ob-
tain Vlaaa lt they wa.nt to coao to A=crlca a.r.d lt thtJ 
are un4or tho lav1 . In excopt1onc.l c1rcuoatanoe1 
V1a1tora 1 Vtea1 N7 1tUl bo uactul ln lt\Vlni poraona of oxeop­
tlonal sorlt, thoae of ~uperlor lntolleotual attnlncent, of 
lndo~it&ble lplrlt, experienced ln YlSOroUI aupport of the prln­
elplca of llbortl govornm~nt Dnd who e re ln d..rnger or :;u~raocu tlOJ 
or death at tho h4n4a ot outocr~cy . · 

Durin., t h ll "hole period. tho Dcp.rrtmont or Stcto htus C1VCn 
eyopcthotlo nealctnnco to these unrortunrtt people, hn& boon 
fullY con1o1oue or tbo llolt~tlons 1mpooo4 ~ lQw ~nd hne boon 
careful ~nd dollber~te ln lta ecta to prcvont onam1ca without 
trom booomtng onemloa within. 

tho prooodure tor rceoc:4nd1ng. chocking nnd forwarding all 
thcec ®tea hAa been eht'nged. troll tl=o to tl.aO t..l t-he r ::oa'Ul t of 
confcnncca betvoon the i>el)l'.rtocnte or Stnto rmd. Justlec. !ho 
present procoduro 11, 1n order to f~olll~cte th~ orderly con­
a1d~retloo ot CAIOI of pol1t1Cl\l retugooe recoK~ended tJy l".J\1 com. 
m.ltteea opornt1ng ln thla country on tholr behnlt, th:\t c.n inter· 
dopartcentnl comcltteo nets under an Agrco=ont between ~10 
De~~tmcnta ot St~to ond Justice . ror tho prlmnry pu~osc ot 
hfivlng ~velll"blo ~11 accrot 1ntorcat1on 1n tho poasesaton of nll 
dcpc.rtmente ot tho Government, thlo oommlttoo lo coa:rpoeod ot 
rcprcconlinthoc or tho Dopl".rtmontl ot St(\ta and Justice nnd ot 
tho Army nnd the N~v~ . To lt nro r otorrod tho nrmoa of euch 
polltlcnl rorusooc . The Commtttoo vlll chock the nncee ot auoh 
pc~cone dgr1nat Oovcrnmentnl llsto ln thcco Dopnrt~cnte ror tho 
alnglo purpoeo ot 41Acov~r1ng whether thoro la ~ny objection ol- · 
ro~y 1n the poeeoeelon or r.ny Doprrtmont or tho Governgent to 
the ~ntry of tuch poraon~a . The N'..IDOI pnaood by ~e Cocal ttcc 
vlll bo tolegrn'\h04 by tho .:Jepr.rtDCnt or State to 1 ts eonaule 
cbro~d tor tho oonaldornt1on or QDpllc~tlont tor Aopro?rlato 
v1$C& . In tho event or rctuenle to grrn~ vlaat the conGul vlll 
report to tho Ocprrtmcnt of St~to, c~b•1t~1ng hlt rcnaonF ror 
auc.h rctuec.lo. Thcec r eoorta vUl bo aut.lttcd. to the oooolttco 
tor lta oonetd.oratlon . · 

Tho Dopnrtmont of Str. to ' a rct,..CRontr.tlvo on thlG comoittoo 
1o ~;r . Avrn H. "1o.rron, Ch1af or tho Vton D1v11'10n or tile Do,.rtrt­
QOnt . 

No CAf!Ct rooolvod from rny coa:mlttco nrc pending ln t:·u, 
Do:p. .. rtmont or Strt~ . It r cqull'Ct acvornl 4t:.ya to c.h1ck, atud,y, 
dr. t't crbloa ooncornlnc;, card l"nd lnd.ox the nrahl& but thcro 1a 
no dclr~ nn4 co101 nrc ~rrent • 

••• 
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,. · .: · x onoloeo let t or t ro:s 
eoorotot'1 loltea and lottor t roll 
Pr. rrank u nseen 1n r ogard to 
' ho pooplo 1nt~rncd i n rranoo 

I· whoa you Qroto t o QO ~bout on 
' : ·, ~ .Tonuarr 28th. ~~· 
• ' ··j • _, '· · Plonao r OAd/ It doe a not 

.' : eoom \7hollY t o e;o 4lone; \l ith 
.J. Btato Depart:ncnt 1ntoJ=t1on. 

I • _,'<: ' • . ..~ ..· . . . 
,. .,, .•. ' -: .: .. . : ,. 

·:.· J', D. R. . . ' . ... ... 
.' · ~ I 

Let.ter fl'~ Ute ~eret.ory of the tnt.otrlor, 
• )/5/'1 to tb~t Pre!'tdent., t"f'f"'rr\nt; to !)OOU.rs 

forwarded to hlJII (the S.crtUiry) l6St t:ee~, 
trOI8 the $eeretnr)' Of $t6\.f t \.n re C'ttrt.ab -t''"oJIII!'I 

ln beb&l.f or • !lM, at. the Prtt'!dent. 1• tn!'lt.tlnc•, 
repr.$entll t.lons had be:on oede t.o t.he Fr•neh Go•tt. 
\rJ our SUite Dept. . ':"no Socu .. t.nn· ot onco C03• 

MUnlcated ~tth Dr. 1r•n~ K1~don, ChAtrar~n or the 
Emergency Rescue Coi"'DH.t.•e , "ho MG f\u·nhhc-d 
t M Secrebr')' w1th tllo or\41nt1 \n!'ol"ta&!-1011 u~\ch 
be Md for"ft.ardeJ t..o the Prt~~ldet.t. . Enclo .. oJ 
re:pq troo nr . Un~on, ' /1./1.1 , .. !.t h et.t,.e~d 
a.frtdavlU frc. r.urt. Grot!'Oiont lo:"rC, '/1/t.l tn ,_. 
Ka.u Tlt.t.d; Sha;.auntl Hoff•r, Provhle:)Ce, t.t., 

(onr) 

1n :re Ur. ':'lttel; Conr.d Rellhe.:", ::r..:, \a re 
K&ns Titt.sl ,.,.. Sltf!frlH ?rerr.,r; ~lb,.Jn 
Wono~~hn-~~war~, NYC, ln re ~tefr\ed Ptefftr; 
A. R. , ... C>Jr-1And 1 t:!C , tn r. Sh( .. rlcd Ptertor-. 
fhe Sec~t.A"'' o r the Int1rt or- 1 ln hl:~ lnter, 
tt.ates t.~t t.ho bur,lon lt dht.tnctl.v uoon thOl"O 

"'ho hold ths~tt r..en tn "'r&.r.eo :..• Lb. rt.o~~ or \. ."101;­
blllt.h 11.nd tn d1n;~•r of tM1r ! lv.r~. 
.Uao 'sttae.;ed \f. \' h\".t HOI'I._O !'tle, co:ttlll't'nr. of' 
cubon or Pre~\deut ' • r.~nor~mdWI or 1/<;J./ 1 l to 
t he S.crtt.;,ry of !UI1.t 1 " 9 0r ntCe"'~r)' 1-.Ctlon • 

"-' t..~ Seeret..rr or t.!'A lnt.ertor U.or", ett~-~·.,..1'1 
to •lllcb -aa not.e f'NY-l t.~ S.cr•U.ry o .. tho tnt.o:-
1/22/l.l •lt..l .C:CCIOOiin71D( GO~ t> JL.ro!c !)ru:o 
t"roe hul Ha••n, br01~~1.. t.o t.M Secre.Ury'a a vn-. 
Uon by F'r&rtk l::i"'don, ulclnc dd !'o~ f":"'lncoh 
SO.cler, Jeen Tittel, Frtt: ~~,, ~r~ Pro~~er, 
r.-:ll<:~&r<~a froa. -,.,., '!&r.o~tllle•1 1/lt~/U tn re eb!) 
let.t'!r fl'CIQ Hon . C!'\u,'lrar heUep;, 1/':f{/t.l to the 
President tn re abovo , let.t.er frcn ~c:r"!t•tr)' ~r 
t he tnterlor, 2/'lt/1.1 , ln ropl;t t..o Pr ... ~tde.nt' a 
mtcnoi"JM\1:1 of 'J/'J6/I.l t.o t1'o10 Soc:t"etAt7 o" tho 
lnterlor, flitR ~4\ich '·"' tr&.nsoltt.od co~: or n 
l etter !'roa ~cy . or St.at.e , C/21)/1.1, '":,b!.t. 
aball T tell C~ell1 I don't. llke t.:1e 'l'l.ell 
of 'iCAJr rrlencb ln r rai\Ce", COp)" of Secy , l:CJcut 

letter or l/1¥1.1 \.0 lir. ltf\:::don, tele,cra. P'r'I!I06r• 
by St4t.e to be .. m. t.o .b'rlcao !ahaSSl' at. Vte:v, 
~ted 2/2l/1.1, b.at •hlc-h "'' not <tent, 6.nc! 
l.ett..r fi.o!. S.ey. lnurto:-, ,/).,/0 ~Y't.slne thtt. 
Dr. l 1.ft6do!'l is nattnc a fUll tn.,e--t. \~atlon o" the 
•tt.r. 
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V~ dear Mr. President: 

• 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

March 5 . 1941. 

lou will rememoer that you forwarded to me last week a 

copy of the letter from tne Secr etary of State/with a per sonal 

inquiry a t tached
1
with refer ence to certain persona in behalf of 

whom
1
at your ina tance1repreeentationa bad been made to the French 

OoverllJIIent by our State Deportment. I collllllllnicated at once with 

Dr. Frank Kingdon, Chairman of the Emergenc;y Raacue Committee, 

who had furnished me with the original information wnich I 

forvarded to you, I now enclose hie reply vtth attached afl'idavtts , 

I t voul~ seem to me that on tne face of the record aa it now 

atanda , the burden ia distinctly upon those who hold t hese men 

in France at t he riak or t heir health and in danger ot their 

Uvea, 

The Preaident, 
The White Houae, 

l:nc. 

Sincerely yours, 

~;;:-~~1 

Secretary ot the Interior, 

\ . .. ' 
- . 
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Cl.o!-~ 

"·~· (! ....... 
V'oe•Cioo"-•• 

I,..H ....... •-'f~ W.N 

r .......... . 
o ....... "· s.of • .tMW 

S..t.te! Oiy 

lol.lll"td.-.4-o 

r:. .... ~. ""'''' ... ' ,. et~-.. .. 
'"'.uw~~w,.. 

~•"""'•I C.....lto .. 
..... p.-w..: ... ......... 
Dl.l~~lr.l. 
O..NMJ~ 

lro&R.H•"'Y~HL .. ct. 
Or, W.lll..,. A11M N.;I.M 
Or, Ck.tlto s.,-, 
Or, "-•• ""''.., .. ,.,.._.Gt .. s..o., 
D.ottrtr n-,_ 

~·il:r::u.!'F"tfi;Fl 
: .. ........ . \ ' 11 ,, . 

IC'I.tl ' 
• ' ("~·. 't' "! • 

WUI.M'I' HIU J.4Sto 

Tho Kc:n. H4rol<1 L. tcke.a 
Deil'\r W.Cr.t. o! t.he lnt.cdor 
n~abi~-ton, 0, c • 

l,l.y cleo:r r.:r. r.ecrotCIJ')': 

t ·a-•. ··.:-::._ ••.• ; .. •• _, 

In accordance cith t.bo promiGe "hicb I mcle 
you in the t.eleer am eorst to )'OU lo.at week, I 011 00:1 

able to give you the tirtt r esults of tr:1 inqulcy into 
the casu.: of t he four people in o:::bose beb.ol.t I t!ought 
your Mlp, The .atdn critici:l=t r:~to•t to b& or the c.n.ee 
or Seen (Ha.t~.s ) Titt.ol whor;e record.;&$ re!)Orttd by t ho 
French Oovornment, wna usumod to be "b&d." I.$ tu '"' 
I eon diecover the bacia or thi~ judgment i c inadequate. 
Lot H tnx )'OUr po.tienee rith an exallinet.ion of the 
eharaes 4£ainGt him. 

Fir:;t, the r'roneh recordt rA.'11 es you a-oto u:e , 
thtlt 1'1 ttel 11f:'l\ ll in po:;.scs sion or CX])losive~ :;nd or 
~cdittou:; trects of tho Fourth Intorna~ional in such 
eireu:ast.tzneos os t.o loecl to t.he cuspicioo th~:.t. he T;411 
Ulplielltc:cl i n tho EtoUe bombing outr&ge. " Tbi.s bombing, 
according to tbe best Worme.tion tht:t. I can get, w-as 
the work or cagoulards in Septe.mbe:r, 1957 . I Gil 

e.nclodng with t bie letter t.wo attidc,.vitc, both proving 
thct ..,. • Tit.tol YJOo 11v1ng in Aseh, Cuehoslovakt.fl in 19~7, 
that bo ns • rospocto.ble ant.1- Jiaz1 ilud.gro..'1t c.r.:d vo.s t.horo 
~th the Gpeei&l peraission or tbe Czeeboslovak!Ac 
Govor ruoont nnd Wlder t he control or the Czech goverruoGntt:l 
r efugee institutions a-upported b)r them. He did not leave 
C~ecboalov&kia before the end or Jul71 19!8, thus be could 
not have been affiliated wit.b t.he boabina or t.he Etoile. 
;... tar ae I eon dhcovor, be has never been under any 
invtotitation or an aecuaetion or Mvine been connected 
with t.hiG Cl" 111141 • 

Tittol applied tor a J'reneh vi~ C"ro111 C:ochoslovo~ 
in tM early sumcer or 19!8. ~t t hat ti.ao tho ~,tries 

&bout tho bo::.bi ng had a.lret'.d)l been closed in Fr• neo. Ho 
cert.ai.oly would not hnvo be-en grMted a visa to r·r cnco it 
t here bad been ar.y cuopicion or bin connection ld't.h tho\ 
crime. At th~t time vititort • Yioaa for OermaD oxilcb ' ~ 
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t'roa C~lovUio '-0 i'r:nce nrc: rront.ed. ool7 t.o pera.ona d tb 
eA;:ete1cl ;tralu.iOfl t'r011 t.be hcc.cb Yoroip. Ott'ice . !be htnch 
Conr.W.c.W in Prquo ~ no cerw:ral per.:d.uion to t;rant. IUch Yire.a 
wit.bwt. r-vtborluUon rro. Par~. TlU.el, Uko ill of \he tx!lco 
in t.bo t&M ca,., •4• ccrctu.l.l7 itn'eaUgo.t.ed be!oroe belftl tr"an't414 t.be 
Yi ... 

:O..concU.)', I tneloae Ul AttW..Yi\ aiened b7 Sie(aJtiCI Rotter who 
ot.t.eat.a 1'11.1.-.1' a politiCAl aeUvitie.a 1n Cu~onJcia. Turt.hcr 
inquS.r, AIDOnt t.M Ceraru:~ exlles whom I tnaat lntoroa M that Tittel 
.... \.bo object or &tt.tc.k b7 Na:i~ Coa:unlct.!l Otl4 TNt.alqlt.ta bcCOUGO 
or hie dt~4cret1c beliota . He ~s connected with t~ local UDiona in 
the SUdttenlc.nd villeao or Aach •ilere he was un4tr t.hw r-ublic contf'ol 
or th• locAl lAbor move•~nt end tho C:och euthorltitl who app&r\ntly 
liked bim tor hia cqurogcoue atond againet \be growine Naal And Honlotn 
tntluenct. 

Thirdly 1 •• tar •• I can di&e~or, Tit. ttl never uatd •Polbh and 
GeriiiCn 1d:tutlty papora•, t.M Cer=.n popora beinC tor&K• Tittel, in fe.ct, 
w a•ellt<l t'roa C:tebosl.on.k:ia to Fr ance on a Cuchoalon.lc.ian rot'ueee 
pa11port . T'Ma fact b attest.ed by tM eccloud lt.a't.411ent h-Olt Kurt 
GrooCOIJU) whoaa oftice obtdDed this paupart. Coneeninc theM pe.s&;KJrt.a 
~. Ciroana:m ttataa •Such peaz;porta .. r• 1uued ODl.r att.r a thorough 
prol.oocod polico ~eatipUOD of tbe rellablllt7 or t.ho rocipiont.• 

1ou.M.hl1, I ahould quest.lcm aeriouU, \be chorp t.b&~ T1U4l. ft.$ 
in poa&eto1oo or • ueret n.dio trens::..ltter l.n Prt:.DCt .. au.t.od b7 t.M 
Yr.nch poUet TOCO!""dl· 's a aattc. ot teet, tbl 1t.oriu or I'UCh secret 
trana.cit.\.Cra nr• aooat.lr bl:utt. Gurlr-c the 8'UJDIU" ot lt»M, vp t.o the 
bo11Minc or t.he war in 1939, Fre.-.eb c.vtbor1t.1 .. ct.Nt'ullJ contJ'IOlled 
f'ronc.h t.trrlt.orl~• ancS such a trancait.t.er woul4 bl•t bM:n tou:n4 1! 1n 
oporetion, but. wo have no erl.Qenee tbo..t. TU.tel • u ,.,.r ·accu&ed or uailla: 
aucb on 1oat.ru~r.ent. 

C.tore t.bt ~·rAr Tittel wo.s not. molested bl' the Froneh outboritioa. 
Durine t.he 1'6!', •• you And I lmow, al1 CerN» ••1crc:nta wtro untor 
cuporv1t1on. It Tittel bed been under the oll&htoat autpiclon, ho ~u1d 
hove boen t ent to priaon and not with other r etu&otl to a detention caap. 
It lookt 1.0 ,.. as thoueh the aceu::&tiona a.cainet Tittol art a apecie!: cit 
amokt acreen , ~•t up ~ police officerc nov under control of the very 
cocouluda upon whOJI reat.ed the ehiet rc.apofldbillt.)' for the l9S7 bombin(! 
or l.l'lo i:t.oilt. I ah.oul.d add tlu..t the rnct. that 'i'ittol hila been tre.narerred 
t.o tho cup in Wll•• •Dd thot. the h-tnch Co.,.n:w10at. is r .. q to &iv• hb 
u Wt. persit 1a itaalt an indic.ct.ion t.b&-t. the accuMt.ioca art doubt!UJ.. 

:iow .c. rw 'rOI'da abcwo-t. the other t.hrH Mn. tour ltt:Wr a-t.kea no 
r.rerenc.t t.o A1l1 bd. reeord 1n U..ir euo.a. I ral.ht t.brt the !'remb 
aut.horit.J.t• wq kHp c.rt.a.l.t\ other accu .. Uou in ot.Mr ru..a, ~" r~ 
t.httr ;:roctuc·Uon, I t.h1..M. n sboul4 cont.ir:Nt our iui-"tnc.e that t.M 
Preach autbo.r1U .. &l.l.ow these peopl.t t.o 4epart. I aa tlad \.0 bear t.ba'\. 
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none or theo ie on tho oxtrt.41t.ion liot. I t;o.t.ho:-ed the 1nforae.t1on tro. 
your lett.u' thct thb l:ligbt. bel o. point eto.1nct tho111, pcrh:t.pc; 8.4 a.n 
irl<!iCI\tion Of their n.ot being "fU..o\IS" O:OOUgb. t:'o ®VO GOM d1J'£ievlty 
in cxpldn1no •by c.ertnin out.stcmciing puopl• (;JDI)Q' tho thOUGAru$G or Cornctr~o 
11'1 Frc.nco aro on tho llot whil.e othero &ro not, but. o.t. any r at.o, 111'0 Ghould 
be h.cllPY to got. our !'ricncb out even though t.bey do not. be.or tho e.ceolcdo 
of nazi vonzc:&nco. "thc:o un ~h.o~e nu.e.t I havo subadttecl t.o you tmvo ot. 
les.ct achieved \.he dogt"co of t6::/e t.h.,t bolonas to t hoae who were the firat 
to cot out or France through t."'e united oftort:; or our roceuo oraa.niut.iona 
by boa.rdin.!: a boat. in irJarecilles, in co::pa.ny wit.b cor·t.e.1n r O.t>pcet.e'ble 1'1-onch 
And Boldo.n otticor"s . Thoy bs.d the niefortuno t.o bo recaptured. o.ud sont 
beck t.o t.ho CAIIIp. For this a.tte:~~pted e:;cape they vere tried and ocq-uitted 
but told th.:.t tooy aust s-t.o;y in e1111p tor tho durat.1oD of thl! crar . 

Prc.n; Bool).cr •as Secr oatery or the Oerman Soci4l. Domocrnt.ic P~t.r 
in the Polat.inat.o. Uo WAa C1 Cittnber or the Diet . He alao eaccpcd to C"techo­
ttlov&kla a.nd r.u, like Ti\tol, Yoder tho control of the Czech Government. 
a:nd CeJ:$ to F'rance under dmil&r conditions. He is backed bore bJ' the 
.borieAn Friends or Gerlti4D Freedom. Hia wife and cb11ci uo .tre.:l.d.Y in 
thia country so th:at h is ynutsually cruel to hold bUt 1n cup in l'rG.Dco . 

F'rih ~~ bael'.ed b)' both the American Friends of CcnzM Frcodo: and 
the Internat.ioMl. Roliot Ast~oeiatlon , l)~ed t.o be a yooth le.ader 1P tho 
t~cial De~r£t1e ~vtmont or Cer~ny end has never been conncctod or 
e.trUi.ated or in r.y•patby with t.he CoiiiiWilist Party sovo:ent. Some of hU 
triendG are alread.7 hero. He b oot 1n good health end haz been in the 
C4r:l~ ho:::pit.el ..oGt of tha time so th:.t his detention tor the d-uration ot 
the war would probably SlOAn hi:; death. 

Sieefried Pfeffer w~s ao org~i:or ot tbo Sociol Democr atic Youth 
l!ovemcnt in Chcmnit:. l'l)fon:.ation h4s Just eo!:ll! w tt.e that it ie possible 
t.."'nt tho chcrges pret'orred o.goitlat Tit.tol ..r-e 1n t act bated on a dossier 
asa1nst Pfeffer. If there bas been this eont\ldon, lot lDO ,a.ey t.Mt 
eortein c.hc.r;es were mruie aso.inflt Pfei'fer by t.be Co11illml1st troup f.cd. il) 
ot'dor to elcc.r this lf.3.tter up I aJ1 oncloaing document& attesting tbe 
ch4r¢ctcr And oetivitiea or Ptelter durina tbe period tor which be was 
uncior tir-o. 

Tho eu.o conditioo.s Woted tor t.be&o people u: tor Tittel when they 
went to l''r Anee . All of the• were carefully invcstigatcxl. All o! thta &ot ~ · 
thoir Vi63a throuch the Bluo Oovern~nt or its succesaor. The one or tho 
other ~Y hcve "a ro-eor4• but let ~ r,tly a word about French recorda. 
~on!l tho aUllono ot emiP'Ant& in P'~ee, thou:>And~> c:ould not avoid ;etting 
on t.he record. It once n m:~n r.na donOWlced by so111Cbo4y os o.n enoi!IY . tho 
Frl!neh ::;yot.c111 ke?t s.uch denunciation& 1n their fUca oven thouah they woro 
pro·w:n untrue. In &01110 ct~.oea thore na• apperer.tly no inveatign.tion . In 
other cuco tho accusc.tion r.oa p:r·ovod Wltr'Ut but t.bo NCOrd rc:.a.ined. In 
every c:eriouo case wo IN!.)' 'be sur.. thnt there Yh Pot ool.y dn inve~tisrtion 
but a.n lrwtietment, but r.one of t..hoao for whoa we e.ro world.nf] ·~ e,ver indicUd 
during tbo tiM that cte=ocrAtic jl)stico -provniled 1n Fnnoe . To-d.C.)< t.ho 
new pollee !acing crit1c1Gm abrot4 6n4, au in these oaoes, !acing otf1c1&1 
ifltervent.ioo !Yoz» A:crican 80\tt'Cee, cay be toililp1.0d t.o sboclc u s e.nd keep uo 
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en.;, t'Toa t\lr'U'.or re1eoe aD!! help. I do J)Ot, Udnk \bat. " abould P•• in 

to tho= too eoallJ. 

Let • a.q c:cpbatie&.ll7 U..t. oe-1\.be:r I oor t.be t.crcaney ft4oaC1J4; 

Comitteo rill ur-t • t.inaor to 1\ol p Uf1 CoiiCIWLiat t..o ,.t into \hb 

eouott")'. r,~e Mvo c. a roup ot' roll•ble •nd int.tll1aont. pooplo who k:noV tbo 

r.~:rropaeuc am \.heir peat inU..Ul.J. ,.0 DUll 1a £\Jba1tw4 for • •U.• or 

tor any othor &et.ion untU u. hila bee.n acrutblzed b7 thia crouP• Pl...,• 

belieY• a., rq dear ~. Secr•tary, when I 143 t.bat 1 count yOAJ •• one 

or U:e first t'ir):wra tor d-=ocraq 1D our t..1M a.n4 t-bt.t. 1 u proud t.o be 

aoaoe1at o4 wit h you •• a coll .. cu- 1n \he st~cgl• tor 11~ and juatl~•· 

Sinc•r-.17 youra, 

A -r: -e:;;;: 



i. PC t"'P ,.,.. ~ ... ~ ~ M;IOIII.VtU' ~ 

N.w York City, N.Y. • 1/ 

J.!&rch 3, 1941 

TO 1\HOl.I It loiAY COllCEIUI 

Ca. "1" \{cy. ...c.f-
( :-:·-.-, s to •to. to that I have kbown ~\r . Siegfried Pfeffer of Chomit&l. GontlallY, now in 

~ in unoccupied Fro.noo, ov~r ainoe I firat mot him at Chemnit• in l93Z when I W&& 

auocate chief editor of the Chemdtz Social Democratic daily, "Volkutimme". J.lr. Pfef­

fer had headed tho SociAl Demooratio Youth Organi&&tion (Sozialiatioche Arboiter-Ju&ond) 

of the Chomnit. rer;ion un~l. the end of 1931, and althouV> he had aeverod connectiona 

with tho Sooid Domooratio;:it that t 1mo, he was apolcon of as a moat honorable and girted 

youn& man, and introduced to mo, by outatan4ing loaders of tho Soeio.l Democratic movement 

thoro. I alao beoamo acquainted with tho Pfeffer faaily, relatives of oloae personal 

friends or alne, and viaited several tiaoa at tho Pfeffers ' haoo whore I mat Sio&friad 

PUffer '& father and daters . llr. Pfeffer'• father , who had joined the Ceno&n Soe>ial De­

mocratio Po.rty when he came to Gel"JiliUlY in h1a early youth, ""' t. well-known hosiery lllt.Du­

fo.oturor in Chemnitz and Pr esident of t ho Jewish C-.unity there tor a long time . 1'ho fa.­

mily was native or tho.t part or Austria which la.ter became Polioh, but Siegfried Pretfor 

was born o.t Chemnit&, Go~, and Ill ""Y' thou&ht of himself t.o t. Corman. He had t.ppl1ed 

for Gorman cithoD.Ship p.rior to 1933 and -• p-anted tho citbonahip ao t. -tter ot prin. 

oiplo scco tbo bot ore 1/ational Sooialiam co.me to power. He had not yet been r;iven tho 

Gorman pauport, thou&h, a.nd 'Wbon he had t o f l oe Nui persecution, he -• r;ra.nted a Polish 

passport by tho Poliob Consulate . Nevertholesa , ho ao.id he ~~• a Gorman refugee, ~nich ho 

wao riV>t in doing, 'Wbon he .,.i&ratod to France . Tbio a.oeounto tor t ho ohar§es made ar;a.inat 

hbo by the French police, conoerninr; what they oaU hio "double cithonahip or •r~ed 

identity" . 

1.non I firat met him, l!r. Pfortor 'WaS in charge of tho Chemnit• Youth Ort;a.nhation, afti­

lia.tod with tho Socialist Worker•' Pa.rty, a ama.ll group that had spl it "fl!' fro:n tho Sooi"l 

Democratic Party, Altho)l&h we ""'ro not on quito friond.ly tonu on this account politically, 

I had wide opportunity to a dmire S1e&fried Pfeffer •a sincere and r;enuino attachmont to tho 

ideals of Democracy and Proedca and bio activo participation in tho political struulo both 

t~~;Ainst lluia and M..w.nista. Be often .,.., in imminent dan&er ot persecution by Nui Storm 

Troopers a.nd proved o. ooura~;ooua defender or d81l1ool ratic ri&hta. After having left Go~ 

in 1933 I mot Sio&friod Proffer again in Paris , Fr,.nco, oo:no time in August, 1933, and 

kept close conta.oto with him ever ainco, 1 have known Siogtriod Pfeffer t.a a.n activo and 

outotanding IIAOI!bor of tho Soo1Al1at llorkora' Pa.rty organi ... tion in exile; tor a long time 

ho ><as in charge or their contacts inside 00I'l:lall3'• With ao:oo friends he .. poratod fr<m 

that Party nroundRl937 a.Dd t hen devoted htmlolf ent irely to hia professional aotiYitioa 

on the starr or ··~uroau lntornstional do Documentation" , a proaa-clippinga oervioo on 

Germany ' • oooio.l lt.nd ooonomio development. well- known in thio country as a roliablo oouroe 

or infonu.tion. Ho never -• >IOIDI>or of aey Co=uniot organi&&tion, neither did he po.rti­

cipoto i n loZllf i'rotolcyite organi ... t i ons . Contrariwiao, he -• a target or nnocouo Sta.liniot 

and also Trotskyite o.tta.cko, and I have roaaon to believe that IJlY cherr;oa that mir;bt be 

mo.do a~ainot him by French authoritioo are duo to Stalinist donunoi ationa . Siegfried Pfot­

for never partic ipated in Fronoh politico , either: he never had anything to do with aub­

vorsive aot1v1t1eo directed a&einat tho Fronoh Republice.n Government, a.nd the Fronoh police 

had never loZllf oubote.ntatod ch&rr;oa a.gainat him, nor did they onr indict him on IJlY chargoa 

whatever. 

I oincoroly hopo that Siegfri ed Pfeffer will be given tho opportunity to oooapo police por­

oecution in France ao ....,11 u t ho danger or being extradited to • i authoriti ea throur;b 

being ad&ittod to. antl!,or tho United Sta.toa . rpt,~~~-, 

,.. A?. ?, .. ~~ ~ 
' t r J \~. ~ ~ - - • -T":.jj,~t,!-' :,.,'='C:::,r;,,..,,....~ 

N,\',•<::., .,, :"L1'Yl'IIN- ~~Gur&Dd, Ph.b. , 
t, , l' ,,., •· •· .. ,.,, '' '•' Roaearoh Aaaooiato, Inatituto ot Soci al Rosot.roh, 

.. , ,.._,.~. . r.1 I• '' · • ••• • ·~ 



~RICAN UUBASSX, 

VIOUX. 

• 
li'ebruney 21, l94l. 

Dapnrtment1 a 78, JMua.r;y 25, 6 p.m. 

Xour l97, i'ebruney l5, 2 p.m. 

In v1ew or the state~ent• aa to the reputat1on 

and recorda or prerter Md T1tt el, 'llh1oh were not known 
~ 

to the Alller1oan Government, rou "" author1&ed to w1th-:. 

drAw 1ntoroea•1on 1n the1r behalf. 

A-L:BL:SRW 

• 
' 
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Hew York Ci~:r • 
I, Conrad Reisner, former dirao~or ot the 

Service Juridique e~ Sociai pour lee Rlfusies 
Allemands, secretary of the exiled Garman uoua- h~~·-~ 
ot the League for Human Rights 1n Paria , ti&rve 
on t he Advisory Committee for German Refugees a~ 
tho M1n1s~ry or Interior and Secretary or tho 
Federabion ot Gorman Refugees in France herewith 
want to declare the following: 

I have been i.ntormed that several cbargea have 
been made by the French poli ce against tho German 
refuse& Bana '!'i~tel. 

From my occupation 1n Parie it 1e known to me 
that similar llharges are supposed ~o have been made 
agains~ the German retugea Siegtried (no~ Kaurioe) 
Pfetter, bu~ I never hoard ~ba~ auch charges were 
ever made &gains~ l:!ans '!'ittei. 

Siegfried Ptefter is known to me since 193~, 
when be !led from Chemnitz to Paris , I know that 
the French police became interes ted i n him and I 
was myself in ~ capacit:r aa secretary or several retugeo 
organizations questioned about him by an inspector 
or the Political Police. I expressed my conviction 
that be is an authentic political refugee, · a fighter 
agains~ all forma ot totalitarianism and a most 
honorable person. I bad the impression that Ptetfer 
was denounced by politica~ enamiea, probably by 
communis~& who trequent~y used such moans to involve 
peopl e they hated in di fficulties . Obviously nono 
of the alleged chargea could be held up, which was 
proven by the fact t hat the authorities gave 
L!r . Pfeff er a carte d 1 identi.a' in 1937 or 1938. 
·~his card means that he was given an extendable 
permit to s tay 1n France which wall valid for three 
years and be even was given the right to work. 

The French Government issued a decree on 
September 17, 1936 in connection with the convention 
at Geneva ot July 4, 1936, according to which aL! 
persons who bad fled from Germany because of tho 
advent to power ot the Nazis could appl:r tor 
recognition aa (political) refugees and tor the 

7 



I_ • • • • 
issuance of a so-called refugee passport. To 
examine these applications an Advisory Committee 
was rounded which worked with the Mini ster ot the 
Interior and with which I worked as a secretary. 
This committee gave its opinion after the most 
thorough examination. It recognized Siegfried Pfeffer 
as a political refugee and the ministry evidently 
followed this decision by,isauing the above­
mentioned carte d'identite. 

Since the beginning of tho war Mr. Pfeffer has 
been interned in the Camp de Vernet . Before this 
time he spent only one day in police custody and 
this was on December 6 , 1938 when the Gorman Minister 
of Foreign Affaira, Joachim von Ribbentrop, visited 
Paris. A great number of German political refugees 
wore arrested for one day at that time because the 
French police evidently teared demonstrations 
against the Nazi representative. It seems to me that 
there is an antagonism between this measure,. which 
was taken against anti- Hitler refugees only and the 
charge that Pfeffer was not an authentic anti-Hitler 
emigrant . 

I also want to point out, that there has never 
been a regular accusation against Pfeffer and that 
he never had to tace any trial which would have bean 
a. matter Of course had be r eally owned explosives or 
had he anything to do with the bombing- attempt at the 
Etoile etc. 

It is a. known tact that the bombing attempt at 
the Etoile has boon staged b1 French Fascists soma of 
whom have been arrested. 

I know Siegfried Pfeffer very well and can declare 
with all certainty that he is a convinced and active 
opponent of the Nazi regime and that he never had the 
least bit to do with Fifth- Columnist&. He also was never 
a member ot the Communist or Trotzkyist Party but 
belonged to a socialist · group which the Communists 
constantly !ought against. 



t ... • 
I made tbe aGctua1Dtance ot Kt.n.J T1tto1 1n 

Par·1s and. be , too, 1a known to lt6 to be a doc1dec1 
•noCJ or t~ lilt.z1a and. a'Oovo all. euap1o1o:n to 
over have bad contaot witb P1tt~Col~st-. 

llorol!. 4, l OU 

!":r~.:; r.::·:;:a;.. :·.,. " :-~· • ., 
! I \• C•-C .. '+ t~·., v •,:. , ... U:•.t 

11£. c..Q. "•· n. s:u, "'' lU~o&~ 
T-~"~ ... 1. ~ 19"" 

c.~A~· 
conra.d Ro1ancr 

83Q Woat End. Ava. 
~·· York C1t1 
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)(y dear lo4r . Preei dent : 

• ~f~L ,......... . ·· ~c.~... 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA8HINOTON 

Karch l4, 1941 

OWing to the absenoe or Onder Secretary Welles, 

there baa been some delay in responding to your 

memorandum under date or March 7 which enclosed a 

letter rrom Secretary Ickes and a letter trom 

Dr. Frank Kingdon in regard to the pereon.s interned 

in France u,r the names or Maurice Pterrer, Jean (Bans) 

Tittel, Fritz Lamm and Francois Boegler. 

In the absence or the Under Secretary and in 

order to expedite decision 1n the cases, tbie will 

advise that unless you disapprove a cable is being 

dispatched to Vichy setting rorth that the intozmation 

we received through Vichy rrom the French Go•ernment 

about these persons is challenged by trustworthy and 

sincere persona known to us who e.re supported by state­

menta ot political retugees ~o have been admitted to 

the 

The President, 

The White Roue e. 
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the United States on the recommendation ot responsible 
• 

committees which have been operating in conjunction 

with the Department durill6 this tryins period. 

In the meantime our original telegram to the 

French Government under date ot January 25 requesting 

transter ot these pereons to Camp Milles still stands 

and the matter Will be allowed to continue in that 

status until a report is r eceived trom Vichy covering 

speci.tically the points raised in the attidav1 ts sub­

mitted thro~h Secretary Ickes by Dr . Kinsdon . 

The Department has taken no action to negative 

or detract trom the original request and Will not 

take any such action until we hear turther trom Vioby 

and a ttar submitting it again to Y,OU tor instructions . 

I am return1ns hereWith the tiles '1\hich were 

enclosed 1n your memorandum under reference t o 

llr. Welles. 

·~·· -;:;:::: 
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:Bilolosures: 

Original tiles. 
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