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THE UNDER SECRETARY Of" STAT!.. \ r 
WASHINGTON v· 

April 24. l 941 
~.Y deer hlr . President: 

I refer ~o your me~orandum or April 10 which 

you forwarded with a note addressed to you by Secre­

tary Ickes under date ot April 8 end a letter to 

Secretary Ickes by Dr. Fr ank Aingdon concerning 

ll1r . Franz Boegler. 

Franz Boegler was one ot tour persons in Whom 

Ur . Aingdon has been particularly interested and about 

~nom the Secretary ot the Interior has several times 

addressed you, end concernint whom you have communicated 

with me. The other t hree were named Lamm, Pfeffer and 

Tit~el. 

Upon ~be receipt ot your memorandum under aolcnow-

ledgment, we communicated again with Vichy end have 

now been informed by them that Ptett er end Tittel depart­

ed from France on a Freno~ vessel t or war~inique , and 

that Boegler end Lo.mm are still at Camp le Vernet and 

that there is no intention ot transferring either Boe&ler 

or Lamm to Africa as was stated by Dr. Kingdon. 

The Pr esi dent , 
VIe 

The White House. 

,. ..... 



I . • 
·::e nro nlso informod in response to ~he long inquiry 

we sent that Boe:;ler was interned on suspicion of being 

an "active Communist". lle was once in a position of im­

portance in the Social D~ocratic Party in Germany and he 

denied having engaged in political activity in France, 

but be entered France from Czechoslovakia in 1938 ns a 

poli tico.l refusee and hns been under suspicion On the pa.rt 

of the French Government . 

No additional information has been received ns yet 

by the Vichy Embassy, but it is expected to be received 

shortly. Th9 Embassy also reports that a Foreir;:1 Office 

officinl hns stated that he is hopeful of obta1n1ns a 

solution of the cases of Boegler and Lamm identical with 

that reached in the cases of Pfeffer and Ti ttel . The 

Foreign Office official added 11 the sooner these undesir­

ables l eave France the happier we shall be" . 

Each of them is in possession of an American visa ' 

which was issued to them last September under specifio 

instructions , 

The evidence furnished by Dr. Kingdon is very 

persuasive and should be considered in connection with 

their admissibility , but the persistence of the French 

Government 
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Goverrullent in its attitude toward them and its state-

ment in regard to their past aotivi~ies should be given 

weight in the final detemination as to their admissi-

b1li~y. 

I shall keep ~ir . Ickes informed ot these develop­

ments and he will continue to keep Kingdon informed , 

and I will also continue t 

l!:nolosures: 
Or iginal tiles . 

you • 

. 
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ll~partmrnt of ltntr 

1"....,1 A-L .,.,._ 
ENCLOSURE 

TO 

:w. 
Letter drafted _!J.XJLftl:. .......... -··-· 

ADO&UIII:D TO 

The ~!.!l_~!~!'.!!~-·---­

The Whit e House. 
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f!Hi: u::DZR S&tRS:"!'A~Y OF S':'A1£ 

17111 you 4o whAt you 

o:tn? 

r. D. R. 
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!~y dear Mr. Preaident: 

• 
THE S ECRETARY OF' THE IN TERIOR 

WAS HINGTON 

. . April 8, 1941. 
lri•IL :11 1 .:5~ 

f;:'i? 9 2 s:. rii 'ti l 
~-:t:t!Y£ 0 

For your information I am encloaing a letter Juat 

received from Dr. Frank Kingdon. 

The President, 
The White Houae. 

En c. 

Sincerely youre, 

-#-~~?.~ 
Secretary of the Interior. 
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Noi~c.-lfl .. 
Mft.~ll•lM 

''-"' 0~ "' .. ..,.~ .... ~~~~~· 
O,,AJ..C.J..,._ 
Who. M••l't o.tide,.. l.Mdl 
OJ, Willi• • Ak• N.ll..,. 
O..Ch ..... S.'/IIM'IM' 
Ot.G~~~., •• ,........,..s..c ... ---

Jl~m::SQ~, nm-r 
: c. J.""''«JVt.u ,. 

1911 
' • o•i1n: • 
· ,.de ::::.i.:~·Ak: 

Tho non. Harold t.. lclctl 
Oepo_rt.unt or the Int.orlor 
\'o'ashingt.on , 0 . L , 

loly de4r Ur . Lecret.a.ry 1 

'Ce have j ust reco1ved word t.hat. han:& Boeglor, 
one or the !'our IIQn tor who11 )'OU lltldt perconal inter­
vention nod one conctrnin; •hoa no question ••s 
raised, is in daneer or bt1na tr•n•rerred rrOft ~he 
lnt.ern:!lent CPP tupposedl:J tor contt.ruct.lon wor:C on 
~ Sehara roibq. '=t rul t.hat. t.hit ITICl&n&tra his 
lltt. Ever-t edT1ct Wt. l (et. about hia CUAre.t~.t.Ha 
hb wrth.1.aesa '-0 be a&'f'ed. ta-o. c.h!• t&t.e. C..O you 
pl-.d tor hbt 1 'bq 7~ to do .tat. 100 can. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE Ui!D~R S!:CR:::'!'ARY Or STAT£ 

Wi ll you spea~ t o 

Secretary Ic~es aoout thi s ? 

F. D. R. 

' 



i. • UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 

DIVISION OF INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1941 

FlU! COPY 
Surnaae 

······~·· .. ····----· 

One Paul Hagen (c c\1-Bitler Cennen oper,.tor and Ce= ci Uzen, 
with United Statec citiz~nabip panding) whoa I have kn~ tor sene tt=a, 
Ctu:le to JOe Wlaol1ci tad tod~ t.lld reported that you , at the 1nStii.IICe ot 
Fl-ank K1ll€,dOn, Cbait'llan or the AllericeD Rescue COIIIIIittee, bad aoU<;bt 
WIO!ficiaUy throue)l A&ftiral Loal>y to secure the release or one FriiDZ 
Boclor , a German, now held i n Camp Duvernet in unoccupi ed France. 

naeen s tates that Bogl er holds an emergency vi sitor' s visa issued 
by tho United Statoe in J'uly, but that be beo not boen ebl e t o e;at a.n 
exH visa froc Fr~nco . Such a visa has been ao~t IID&uccessrully to 
date . Beeen ·~a that unless Bo£ler is relonsod by France, be (Engen) 
ic sure Bo!51er will be obipped to Cemeny &hortly to be killed. Bagon 
wets you to renew WIOtricielly your intervention via Leahy. 

I =ada no cOC:Utllent or any ldlld to 1!4gan. I gave as r:sy opinion 
t bnt aucb e. renewod reC~uen tor acti on by youroelt ebould coco tro::o 

Fronk Kinedon, wbo made t be ,or iginal request. 

The above i a t or your 1Dtormntion without recov~endation. 

t\\A..W S. 
llicbael II'". Straus 

Di rector ot Intoraation 

COPY FOR 'DIE SECRE'rARY' S OFFICE 
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