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My dear }ir. President: 
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DEPARTMENT OF S TATE 
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You asked about the proposed Ottawa conference to 
consider t r.e retuaee problem. The s~sgestion c~e about 
in the following way: 

On January 20 the British G?vernment submitted an 
aide ~emoire reviewing Great Britain's acti vity i n helping 
Jewish refugees, maki ng soce in~uiry as to what the Uni ted 
States could do in ~ddition to what i t had done, an~ eug­
e;estlng tl:--C.t the matter was eaeentially a United ~:ntions 
problem which eight be dealt with ~n a United i!ation's 
con! ere:1ce . 

We replied ~.er date or February 25, reviewing what 
the United States had done, expressing our deep interest 
in the problem of racia~, religious and poli tical perse­
cution and suggesti ng ins tead of a United Nations confer­
ence !hat t he ~xecutive Co~~ittee of the Intergovornoental 
Comml ttee on P.efugees, '<h1.ch you w1ll remecber wae t he 
product of the Ev1an Conference, be ueed es the i ns trumen­
tali ty for the wor£, partly because it already existed, 
and further suagecting that a preli.r.linary confer ence 
between the Uni ted States and Grea t ~r1t~!n be he11 i n 
Ot tawa for the purpose of developing the possible field 
of action of that Co~~ittee . 

In suggesting such a conference it ttaa the thought 
that i t would be preferable to hAve the coordinated 
aotivity or the American and British Governments as a 
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s~ide to the oontt =Platt4 work or the Exeout1Ye Co~ttee 
o! the Intereovernmental Co:Dlttee. 

I ~ encloe1n& oo, 1ea or the Br1t1ah a14e cezo1re an4 
ot our reply. 

Faitbtully youre, 

c 
Enclosures: 

Br1 t.ieh aide cemo1re , 
January 20, 1943. 

Dope.rtment• a reply, 
Pebruary 2&, 1~43. 
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1'lle rollO'Ilar ata-n ... •• b 

Pull ... at oo Joau17 l'U. to repl7 to cruatto ... 

llh ,., •• ,,. o (IO'toro•ot • a lotaotloe b 

aoaoolattoc t-l ... a wtu. u. J.ll1a4 _,. ... , • • 

dooluoUoo ot n.e.-r 17U. oa tbe g.,.., ~oltq 

or utetlllMUog tba Jooa la JVope, ••• to holp b 

ar,.att.oc \lola Poltq. 'IIW7 .,. at t1oc - U• 

-oo1001o ot \be tao\ \bet \be oo1r raal re..a, tor 

U.. -alatoot Maal POlle:r ot Jl.aolol 0!14 Rall p .,... 

PI,..•Uoa llea 1a .. All.Je4 YlO\.oJ7. ner-7 .reeoaroe 

or all \be .U.Uo4 lloUou _., loe loeat ~.,.Polo tlah 

•»,.• obl••'• ••au.re• tor U.. NMUe aD4 rel1et 

ot •cia Nhpoo aa 010- la •-PHI l ltGe 0....-a 

Oeapl..S ftrrl\01'7 eauot 1>o llltOlU1ftl7 JrlUola, 

u4 Rla Dlta\7' a OO'f'tl'o••t a.re oow up,.4 1D eoa­

..ttauo .. oltla \be o\ber OO'to,..•ota aoat l-41•tel7 

_...,..., oUIII a rt- to -toe olaat tu\Jau ••-• 

U to poaallllo to tau aa aooe •• poaalblo to aaalat 

llllo• wbo - \Jaelr •a:r to ooutrlaa loe7oa4 00....., 

eoet.rol. 'I'M• e•-.1\atioea a.re .... ....,.117 e oat'lo-

• .. oUal oD4 H woa14 oot 1>o to \ba btoroot or u. 

Nna.,.•• t.Uu•l na t·o n\er apoa ...,. 41eoualoo o• 

~ at \be pro•at ,...are. I!Uo .. ,oat:r•a 

OoTtrDMit•a &baN 1.D 18Mtlea tllla DM4 baa ·alre•dl' 

~••• T81'7 ••~a\antt.l, Th•7 are AOTtrtheltel the~ 

•lfta workl.aa oo.t certala pn;:cUC&l p.ropoula whlc:h 

\bet ua rake •• a tuoU~•r c.oatrl'bll\loa to th.la c.oe­

oer\4d ettor t b7 tbt vatua NatlOfta. 
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J.:&n7 t hou.aancla or r ot ""C:• o• oo" tinue to crowd 

into n eutral c.owl t.rtao .t.ft 1. .tro~e, ana t.ha 11 t IAtlon 1e 

cle•elopincr; wlth a &ch rap ld!t7 a.n4 1n .. tell t)roportlona 

tba\ K1e l:&J • •tJ' • Co••,.•nt 1n the IJD1 t(ld IU.J:.;do• 

ba•• b1oou lnpNaaed wUh tba noce.sa 1 ty tor cone 11 ta-

t .1on and Jo1.nt ettort 1D cl.alinc wl tb t.~o proble=-. 

Cvra.i.D co .plJ.ca tt.aa taotol"a • !deb accc~7 tbJ. a 

d.aYelo~aent a,pp .. l" to .Ua t• J••~·· Gcnei"D:!., t. to 

~alae thJa neoe ael t ) . 

(a ) "l'be ret 11.gaa probl .. o.annot be treated ae tho tt1a 

1t weH a w.wll7 Jwllh pro: l.a:. wh.icb could. b e ilal)d.J.~ 

b7 J'"la.Q a t;a.nataa or bJ caonlnery onlJ adaptct4 ,ror 

&131a t1o~ J .... ~ora ara 10 ccny non-~owiah rot~~·· 

aod ~are 1a 10 •uoh acute auJ'tarl.cs auona nor.-Jewa Sn 

.0.11•4 oount,r1a~ til&t Allleo or1tl o1a. vo'.lld proba bl !' 

ro, ..llt it &n7 :AI"J:.K pNCIN:lO I we .. o a ·:otm 1n r0-"»1111nt 

J ..-a t'rol:t tan:. tort .. 1n .-t•7 occ~atlon. ':hna 1a 

1.11trod.uc~ . 

(b) \~.ere l a a t pr -e1ent a lnt• a da.:1r;.er ot "'1a ln!; 

talae hOpe• anona r•tua••• b7 • uSleatinc or announo1n~ 

al terna t1ve pOaa1ble 4•• ~na tJ.ona ill oxceaa or ahJ.ppitla; 

probab1l1t1aa. 

(o) ~•r• 11 a poaa 1U1l1~y L~t ~1e Ce~Anl or 

th• tr·eatell1t•• •1 chana..• over .troo tho r;:oll c :t or eJC.• 

t eraica !J.oc to one ot ext.r .a lon , c..nd ab a # :.. ... 7 C14 

be.rore lho war a' e;:Gar,...,aat .. ,s ot 101" c o....n tr·tc:a b7 

t"l~inb ~..a w1 th a llen l.o..ti..,)"CU- U • 

2./ 
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1 . Ilia ttaJe$\Y' • OO••~-. wh1la ••••• or thttae 

oo-...lto•U.n; t'aoton, tl.r.d lt. 1apoN1ble to cake a 

.. hll)' nee,ad.ve Hlt»Onae to a e;rowing 1ntlemat:tone1 

problea, 4J. a~d"b148 tb• p ubltc cOGaolenoe a.c4 t.nvolntla 

the N IOUe ot p ... ple th.rMte.oed b7 0 e:1"13&.hJ11 OJttora.l­

na t10D polle7. lt i .e pb}'a1cal,l7 1q>ola l ble OD •.he 

aeon or ahlppln,. 11a.ltaUona alone tor t.bo .J:tt tt4 

Xl..DGC'o• or ev.n t ot' the Unl tc!ld. liaUooa a a a whole, 

\0 c:uet-.pl.a ce &:MatiJ'ab 1D t"ul.l 11hat na7 pro•• to b• 

a11 t:nlt.ittd d--.nl\ . A P'•t .,art o t the r otu.co•• 

who 1••• Oe~W&D~.ap1a4 ~U!'Ope wll.l h&Ye t.o c.oc­

t.l..aue to b e rae-e1Yod 1D nwt :rw.l oount.rtaa whoa 1U 1 

l~ja.tt7'• Oovemment wtah to cao.ouraaa not onl7 bJ 

,.. 
.. 

.. Wr-1&1 ba lp b r..t b7 Ulotr&.COII twhieb U,_ ~ ... 111 OO., OJ"ft­

-nt baa 1n r a ot reqi.I.N &.4) tJ». t the r afti.G" probl• 

w1l1 b a brou.t)l t wlt.b.J.a the UD1tl4 ).;aUona ranab11 !.-

ta Uoa pla:!a at the and or the .. ,.. 

~~ abaorpt1Ya oapaoit1 ot aoc•ea 1bla neutral 

oou:atrtaa 1D &~• • •- bowa•.r to b • ap;rroaGW.ns 

1~• 11ait,. &Dd. the A.ll1.c1 co•anwenu oanaot • •17 w.U 

p oz:a u:b.orUnc tllo•a oo\1Dtl1o• no~ to t um UJ r a.rub .. •• 

back w:l thou~ ottarlos oo-opuoaUoa 1n a ocoD:IC>datJ..a(; a 

proport1oa ot t hea. 

~. A dotaUe<l a tateaeat ot 'tbe coAtr1bu Uona b7 

\bo i.b1to4 E.lnj;<lolo and t..~o Colonial. ~1ro to tho r­

.tu.&" probla. will be to.md 1D tho a'ltaoned at&t..-.•nt. 

I t at .ot.WS b e nottcocS ttwac cr.t Drl ta:.n . 1D a;>1te or t."• 
prnalll.ng atr 1nceno7 ot food and hou.a1na l!ndar war con­

dition. • .la a cco.::od&Uan. baaJjaa "l.ll1ecl Pot"cos o r 

Mer~hfllt Seam~n, nearly 100, 000 rerugeoe, whlla the 

Colon los/ 

------ - .....:..- __ ,.. ~ .. - --.... 
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Coloelee &N a tra tnlnc Cba1r "''"'"'' or t'ood , l._bo ~ 

u4 a ooo.-.od.at.ton ln houa 1.~ 101107 eoorea ot Uloo.~M.I\C1a 

o t ret.Jttoa l n adtl ltioa to c1v111an 1oternee a, Drl tiab 

&Del All.\M wacu.ee, atMS 91"1aon are or wars l:ae t A.t'rlea 

alone • • taken 1D ..,,... tb&ra c:.o ucl a hal..t d.. lea 1 ta 

wbiC. popu.laUon. Deap1f4 \he e J'be t&nt1al. oontr.!.b ut1on 

al..r .. 47 c:a4e b7 Palee t 1n e and the oona1de r•ble cl l t"rl o ;.l ­

t lea ot too4, U b.o-r an4 a oco...od&Uon w:tlcb e a l et.a t - ore, 

Bl a ~J••"r'• Go-wornea..n~ ba•• wicolJa \he laat tw w..U 

ottue4 to tal:e 4,:,00 oh1ldrc aoc.~.lod b7 ~ t:oaon· 

tro• Uul.,art.a . O.tns to the a cut e e .a arit.y probl- in 

tal .. tine, ~ a-:.~ Chor 1 t111 are pot prei)llr 41d, oac ~t pOe­

a1bl7 1D .ln4.1Yl dual e.. .. a, \o aooeg t -.le a dv.l.te t'l"'OI 

enea7 or *10ltl.J-oG0\1P,1.wl oountP1eas but a te l1&Jiftt'7 '• 

Go.,U'I'l.d.,.t w11l. eonUnue to dO •••ryt .1ng potdble to 

racu.tt;.at.e Cbe a <ktl aalon or c!Uldr~ w1tb.J.D tb• 1.1a1 te 

~led b 7 \be 1 93V Vh1 w Paper. (A co;;, ot tl!':.a wbl te 

Pa.~er 1n q, ... t.ion l a onoJ.o• e4 ror t.he convent enoa ot t."le 

~~epu-~ or S tate . ) 

4. Jl1a r ajea tJ' • Olnem;!llea t ..,.. ewa.l"• or t.he .:;en«ro aa 

reo•pt.loa b;r tbe UD1 t.cl $ta \el aoc.ord~ to -.ny thO:J.M.nda 

or ret~J~ ... and ot tbe action t&Jc..n by tb.e \.'n1 Hd r. tato• 

1D t'lncUna oUter o t.tle'L•• ~ p&l"t1o j lar San Uoa1n£0. &!'ter 

the eat.abl 1ah:aenc or C.e ~.A.D ~ttee on th.e 1ni t1a t 1Ye 

or the Pr•a 1d.en t. ~•!f &leo appreo1ate t;~ t. t or aeo'.1~1 t7 

r.t..1ona the lhli toad S tate a Qovol"lVIta \ now acrl.IUntsee tlew 

gu..,n tJ, 1n to the COWl \1"7 w"i th U'-8 c,J'e& t.e t O&l"e ana t."~ t. 

1n a ckUU.on . the 'l:.aeauoa or a ocow.'!OdaUon and rood 1a 

tnrluenoat. bt t M pren111ng war condl tlona. Ul a t~jeaty' • 

0oY 6l"'f>.J:I.O(.\ uucl.era tan:l• howner. t h.a\ th.e Lon1 t ed .swt .. 

OOYern:tent b&ve otrert4 to, take ler~e n\ol"W e,.. ot I"'Ot'.lS .. 

abild.Nn trom r NJlOe. a.n4 i fl01 .-.~•.., !._re t.berOt'Ol O •Ho t.:~or, 



r • 
-. -

taking al.l taotora into oone tderat.ion, f ood potentia• 

11t.1oa, bo tal.a&. aoo~doa a.nd the a.baorpt1•• oa pa-

L 

e,l t7 o.t tbe !I'll tA4 -.; ta to. a oa '-b• one hancl a :xt the nu·r l.n 

tor t'rM a oUon wl ;blo the 11:altzrat1.on quotaa on the 

oCher, \he Unt t.e4 Sta t.ea fJo"Ye~t wolld a t.Ul ttnd i t. 

poadbla iO orter, •• ~rt ot 1.n 1n t.erna t1ona.l .rrort, 

bolHe tor a proport.lon ot tho adtl ' r etY&M• now J'Nehtoc 

neu,ral couotrlea. 

6. Cona.14er1ng t t•• aattor 1ft r.tl"ther deta11, lU• 

t'.aJoa t1•• Go-.el'tl .. nt woulcl D.,tJ.on c." r eoeptloD !n t h o 

~1ted :it.t..a haa a t 1•• •'- one • lt&l a4.Y&nta.ge o••r r.­

OtpUOo 1D c..~• Unl &ad K!npa, naoel7 tf't.a t al l a 4J1 Uoaal 

p or a ona reoot•ed 1n t ho Dr1\:1ah 111 .. not o-alJ requ.! re 

ah.lppln& to tranaport t.h011 t.hltbor but a tart n ew a!11pp1na 

d t11a11C1a tor tbolr •lntonanco •• lon& • • th.a7 are there. 

IA •ttto or th1a, bowoYol", and notw1thatancl.1:1(; tho oth er 

ol>Y10\l& cUt't1cul.t 1oa ro.foM'od to at the begtnnlns ot 

paNqepb 3 Go•o, lil a kaJoat,•• CO•e.J"D.a«' ' aN ;1N p&r ect 

to eoo• 14er the poaa : bJ.lt t7 or t'u.rther orrort. •• pal'' 

or a &eeral ed .. your b7 the Un1te4 JCa Uou to oope w1t.b 

t.bl1 pro'bl--. · In partiol.lla r , o• .r- and abo•• the large 

part a l r•¢7 pla7ed bJ the Coloa1al Teu1tor 1e•. lUI 

l'A J•• tJ' • COY~t would b• p r epar-ed to •xa•dne tb• 

quHU.oa w...:.e thN" t h ere la anr 100pe, - ••on though 1 t 

1• DOW M •tnd to b e ••1"7 llc:al ted -. tor .f'.trt.t.e.r aaie11ona 

into c.!• Coloo!e3 . I t 1a Wll.tk.t.J ror ree.aona alNad7 

t ndtoa ted that a117 but a ••1'"7 11&l t.d n\llll>w ot ror •a••• 
eo\1l.4 1a t'u t:tre be aoo~Hd ' nto the tint ted AJ.l) ~oa and, 

1t 1t pi"'• od practical. to aooep' here &DJ t'ur ther r.r~.as••• 

aa part ot a ooa:;pr ehona tvo 1nter-Al l1ed a olut1on, 1111 

l:aJ aa tJ' • Oo•ernc;.ont would t»ve to r ·•••"• to t 'teuel••• 

tile r1t:M/ 

'\. --------' ,.... 
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t!1e J'l(lh.' to a_oeoeo4ate then 1D t.be I a.l• ot l!an • poa­

a lblJ \ID~P cond_ltlcana ot deten~o·n . a.n4 e-ol.&l.4 c t ve no 

C'M-J"&D~ at t n1a •tat.• u to Ulelr -.l.U.r.a te c.UapoM.l. 

6 . U aD UDdarat&ll41ft.,; M ul.d bt rMOHed batwoea 

lila I:..J a•t7 '• co •• .,......,, a nd Che Ubi ted ~tatea Govomaeo~ 

1D r t&"rd to a.Jcb a oooparaUve orcezo, the ••1 would be 

opea tor a ppl"'&oblng the other Oovemaents ot the United 

Uat1ona. ~r CICU:Iple t h e t.,atS.o At:le1"'1oUII co\.11\trlea (ax­

el(pt W.doo wb1oh haa - d• a • •17 eona14a.Nble otter ot 

a ae l atao ee 1D re~rd to Pole a t"Jtoa P.ra1a ) • the Brit1a b 

tloa1n1ona or .... u.utl"&l.a to aacerta.to wr,at tbar wul4 

b e p.rep.a.r.S \0 eontr 1b-.lt e \onrcSa en. ao l ut.ioa ot, Ula 

.oat 1m-d' •t.e probl•• 'J'b1a wou.ld. ha•o to be dona w! t..'l 

\he ainLaua ot pUbl1ol t7 over detail•, •and to ~ tnia 

l"•aoa Ula L:&J••~y•a GoVtti"DMnt wo\lld b a 1nollnod. to cSo­

p H oat• U7 k1n4 or t'oi"Gal lnternat1onal. a eo t1n..., t b:.tt 

ao .. .k!.nd. ot prln.te oon.f ereno.e ot .Ulled repr.aer.tati••• 

wo\ll.Cl a.; ,..r to be t.ue .:t l ~ e.xpedJ Uo~• a nd prao U O&l 

g.rooed.tre, and u· 1 t.a :.:.iD reault ... to ello1t t"\&11 

atateaen ta or ... w.t tale YMr>loua OO••ra..aanta were cJotn.a a..")d. 

an7 clltt1o0ll.t.1 .. 1n \.he way or t.h.eir c.\o1ns .ore thta ! :. 

1'aelf WO._,ld b e or r;;reat Yalue. 

'• lUa &aje.at7'• OO'f'eftUil.,t .... grat1.t1ed to loai"D o~ 

\be 4o•pa\O.b. .bJ th• S tate Depart.e.a\ or ott'! otala to 

Jor tb A.t'l"tca,. a.od • oul-4 be 1n tere ated co l .. rn the Yl "a 

o f tbe-te ot·r 1c1ala aa t.o ~ cepaot t'J o~ t.or th UrJoa to 

a ooo.»date a a . .lba ta.nUal graporttoa of the r .t'u.&"• 11"0• 

Spa1D a nd Portuga~ a nd the poadbJll t.le a of a o1Y11 • 4oln1a· 

tra t.loo takt.as reapona1b1U tr tor thta probla., in whtoh 

a da1n1e trot1o.u Hl a I!Ajea t1' • Uovora•~t wt~ul4 be P-.47 to 

t&k• t.be1r at.ArO . U1a : AJ.,t'J'• Oovarnaen t Ue Alto 

• ..,. tbat eoopere.c;1on b• twtttn \he ::O! tttd. .... tat.oa end 

8r1Ueh UO•emaent.e .....a \bo Dnh«ca1os or Ute two oount r 1tta 

1n o&4r1<1/ 
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1.a ta4r14 ba91 alrMdy proctuoed. ..aao1'Ul local roe\4l tt. 

"ltlere t a, however, a Ull d&os •• ot W\ta.-ololftbla a ortou 

b7 or u ap;>aal tro• ~h• t;panlah Oo•em~Hnt in oo.nnezJon 

w1c.b c.he a1t \l&t1o.n 1o Spal.D, and B.1a r.:&Jatty' a Govan:.ea\ 

~.Pa.tON .t .. l "'.& t o.mal6.,._ U ou ot U.. t.nar&l J)l"Oblaa 

or retug .. e l a too pl"etdi'IO: to be datarr44 U T longer an(l 

and lD pert.toular U»7 oon a .ld.ar Vat lt l a JI01J oeo .. sarJ 

W p \ to gripe wl tb tb.a Q\lea \I oo at a l tal'l'la U•• de :ttl­

uUona. '2h1a 1a Ul.a1r 1"'e&.OD tor the prea.nt a ppro.ch 

\o C21a Oo.i ted 3ta.t.a GoYemcurat, oo \b e baal.e i.hac !he 

tiMe tor u.nllataral and ploc• .. l a cUoo 11 ~11011 a.a4 

tbat co•laed pr.eU.oal -.au..r.a a..a.et be talu!IID. 

8 . !1.11 ~Joat71 1 00YimMDt will &O.:Ord1nJ.1 be 

SJ!'& te.t"--.al tor t.be obaa n-a tiona ot Ul.e ftol t44 Sta We GoY.rn­

IMDt OD tba abo•• conaldera tJona and, l o partloul.a_r -

(a ) 11bather 1:.t11 IJbltod S tat.a Go•amiDODt •sr•• t.n.t 

oo.bined a.o ;.ton b7 ~ Un1 ted h.a t1ona Sa no• 

ul.l..S tor. 

(b ) ~thar tiut Qftl t.ed Stot e a t:oYara-.nt woul.c l a 

prepar.CS.. ae part. ot th!a a otlon to 'c1aL1t. to 

the UD1 ted S ta t.s turtil•r adult ret \.&&••• t'roa 

lad.-ooot.roll.c! U'M.a and,. U ao . in what 

DWibaPa. 

(e) •'helhor U.. 1/Dlh cl S lat .. OO••-t woulcl 

'be able to a nang• to.,. the tur tha:r r ecep tto.D 

or ... aua ... l n s-a Do.U.jp &Del, lr ""• 1D 

wba t 11\.UOJ"a. 

(d) l"ib&t a u1otanoo 1n tb• .. "or ot obippl.n& 

ftultl tJ• an1l.abla rroa the Un1 t.4 S t.&t.ee. 

( e) / 

'---- --------- -- . -----· 

r 
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(e) •b.e t:ter Ute 1J'ft! to4 Bt.Wa Go••nauent ·~· a_e 

to the u.,;:~ ecU.er.cJ or • pr1••'• and 1.n.tonal 

tbsl ted fie Uona oontereno.. and, 1t eo, U J 

.,s ... \)\17 .-r hold. •• to lta oor.:poei t.1on , 

eto. 

tb&t aaa~J"allCIIa CO..tl.d DOW be a;:'W'ttD. t.o D l \lt.ftl 

~tmtrle• , .. , tne r af' IGM pt:"'blca w!ll 'be 

brou.c;ht w1t.h.1n the aoope ot r • M.bUltatton 

.Pl.a::a ot e e :.h1 teci !le ttone a' t..'l• end o t 

'lib• w.r. 

llll n' l s l! F.IUW! SY, 

11.\Sl!I:JO'l'OK, D. C., 

J.L"I..L\11\ .,, 1114:1 

·- - ----
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1!1!.FCl0£1'8 f!IO:l ::UI -CCCVPIED ! I!.Rl!ITOilYt 
P.EC!!i'riO~ Dl r1'3 c;;IT..;) I:I!iCilO:.I IJIO 

i!l'.l! ICii COLCf.LIL ISf\C.rt(;ilY. 

(iot.a- 'l!he atat1at1cs ot pr1sonors or 
nr aro str1ct l •r epn1'1dgnt it.l. ) 

Ore&t Br1t¥.1ll at tlla ecd ot 8e,tecl>ar, 1942, 

na acco-..unc tollortl:ll: adcUt1o11a to nomal 

pojNlat1o:u 

99,1.14 retl:c••~ (.lllcll>d.inc 40,368 Ger..ana, 

51584 Anator1111U, 12,255 Bolaia.u and 8,437 Polot). 

In addition, t.loro cro :lbout lJtOCO raru.;co 

child.ron and 37,407 lt.al!.ll:l ;orucmars ot nl"~ 

Thaaa ti&Uras c!o w .lllcludo 1 

a ) .ll1aa, .llloluding ODOQ7 ali""" wbo &Pe 

••~ 1n tbO Dl.'itioh and o\ll1ed torcoa 

aintainecl lD the Uni wJ li.nadoc. 

II) Br1tuh tul>Jecta, • · S• 01bralt.ri=a 

a-.ac:uato<l to the iinit e.l ~ ow1!lc 

to wu coD4.it.ioo.s . 

Jl. COipl!IAL t CJSm'O!\IES. 

1) la;a1ca.- Acl41t1ocal :;10;>Qhti<>a ::ciDt.&.llled 

3,21.8 (inclucl.llls 553 rotnseoa and 1,500 nac:u .. • 

troa C1bralt..r, 572 pr1oonero or nr ....S 538 

c1T111an intorncoa. ) 

2) lfAl1r1ttu•.- l ,$a0 1Uogo.l iAU•ranta tro:a 

Palestine. .t.rr:..naeueo.ts t .:>r too4, ::ediCAl auppllcs, 

ete., a.re belAa rode tor l ,GJO C~k rl..f'V&••• · 

3> I 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 

r 

'--· --- ~- ----------
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3) £mzu,- 4 0830 &4d1UO<I&l popllat1on 

(inclc~ 40650 r .rac••• rroa Gro~a) , 

4) fut trrlcm Colonl oa,- (with ~ total. 

.Pr•·nr l!;aopo..,. P>JA1l& U ¢n o! ob.r.lt 30, 0)0) 

ban tol>M or ~,. ill p:rocus ot l1lldln1 

~CC4':uai&t10I1 f '>!' 90,964 ddltion&l f ore i;A 

porolation, incl~dlu: 2l 1COO Pollob re/~ooo 

tro:a Persia (d1str1lr.:.ted ....,,;~ Cca.nd~, Z&lll!a~, 

lorthern R!!odosh end :T140Sill411d) 1 an4 6o10C;) 

Ital14110 1 ~r1o-.nus ot wu, Ono tba~:l&l>d PcU.h 

r cf'u&ceo uo o.ho ~ t:-D.!1$t&rro4 bo.s Parsill 

to Sout !lo:rn llbodooio , 

~) Polept1nc•o aobst>nt1al cont r1bQt10A towordo 

t ba all eT1nt1oo o! t~o ~ro~l<.s ot rot~••• tro:a 

Centr21 uil Sout:tel.stt.-:1 !.:..-:)~· :a:r be s:u.arisod 

• • touo.,., -

! he wu necu::uUJ l.11:1tcd terrttor1ea h o:. 

vbich ~i"nnto c~uld bo ll~ttod ~~d ,rActically 

all 'Wbu outb:>rbod ban bee intended tor 

rot~~;••• strnndod in n .. t:ol cou:>trteo, Cond1\1ona 

of iJlt.al"'D.Q.t1033.l tr.a.v~l ha.'fo,!Kroreve.r 1 mde 1t 

41tt1cu1t tor ;>ro3Jl'ICtin 1J:c1.4r&llto w1tb nau 

tor Palortil:lo to roach t.hat country w1 thin the 

poriod in vbioh thoir abaor,>tlon into the eount ry 

wus intended. .;evartholo":;' oyar 13 , :00 l•t:U 

ill:Uaran'Os r oocho:l Palestine b<'tntm AprU 1, 1939, 

a.o4 !,;o.;tbbel' 30 , 1942. 'lh• total. n.u,nber ot 

1..tab ~ronta wbo antored 4u:rin¢ that period 

1nclud111C i llegal ~rranta ••• about 331000. 

the/ 

·-____ . _______ __....,.. 
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ftle ba1crat1on quot• to~ the three aonthe 

ptr1o4 tnd1QI Deoe2ber ~et, 1042, prov14tl t or 

:5,000 Jed eb 1:ulg;ran'tt and t h l e lncludee 1,000 

orphan oh114Nn an4 200 A4u.Uo h>oa the t o,.,..r 

Ylob7 Fra.noe. In a441t1on, a.rroanae:aente are 

~ing Mdl to adait ao111o 270 .Jowioh ohll4Nn 

troa HUIIP.I'7 and Jlo~~:~an1a, and opproYAl. hao 

betA g1YtD 111 pr1nc1ple t o the a4111tt1on to 

Pal.ooUno under \bo l•OllgraUon quotao of .Jowioh 

cb1l~n troa anr ene.,-oooup1t4 territorr. 

a plan approYod bT Ri o MaJootT'• OoYorn.oot 

11 no• utl4er conal dera.tlon tor the a4slet.lon to 

Palootlno troa Bulgaria under tho I~1grat1on 

DAhodule tor tho tlrot halt ot 1Q43 ot 5,000 Jo•o 

ln BulgiU'i& ( 4, 000 oh11dreo and 000 odulto-

aoetlr wo•t.n). !he Sw1te OoYtnutnt haYt approached 

t.bt INlJ'&rl&a. 0oYirD.:Stnt tor the D*OIIIa.r'T t x1 t 

pll'lllh, 

•ar oon41t 1ono create dlttlcultloo of 

1\llttft.GDCI ill Paltet1DI &114. U 7 1cCIII41ate 

large lntlux ot 1m~1grante would plaoe a ht&Y7 

etraln on food 1uppl1tt. Ptltttlne hae, however, 

1n a441tlon to the 1aaigrante .. nt1one4 aboYt, 

pl'O"Y14t4 a teapora.r7 r.tuae tor to:at 4,000 people 

troll Contl'&l europe of oho:a about 40 pol' cont 

a.r. J•••· 
••••••••••••••••• 

,... 
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T~ s ecretary or State preaent• h11 oompltmenta 

to Bit Ex.eellenoJ the Br1t1.ah Ambaaa&dOI" and baa tbt 

honor to rerer to tbe Br1 t1a.b !lllbaa sJ' •• aide momoire 

ot Ja.nt.aiZ"J' 20 # 1$43, r ela tt.na to the a1 tuat1on ot 

peraont tlee1na rroo .per aecutlon tor rel1g1oua, racial 

and politi cal ~eaaona and to ~~ neeeat1tT for 1nt4r­

governmental relief action 1n their behalf. 

It ia evident that the problem or the retua,eea , 

ln quoatlon cannot be eolvecl 1n a aatiatactory :annor 

by any one or tbe Oovernmenta or tbe United Natlona 

group nor ot the neutrel countries. It bat been, 

and l a, tbe tradi tional poltor of th1a country to 

aeek •••r1 available meana by which to exeecd to op-

preaaed and peraeouted peoploa aUdh a aa1at&nee aa 

C&-J' be found to be feasible and poaa1blt under t'~ 

lawa ot tho Onitod States. In pursuance ot that pol icy, 

tbla OOverrur.ent bae been and 1a tak:l.na a tt-pa to ext•nd 

aaa\a te.nee 

, 
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aaalate.noe in a large me&aure to tboet Europel.n people 

who bave been tubjtoted to oppreta1on and peraecutlon 

Wlder the Hitler regiu. 'lbe uaaurea ot aaalata.nce 

attorc1e4 ha•e aaa\111114 several rorse, .. tollowa: 

1. 3o1nt and aeveral declaratlona ot ottlci&l 

at titude of condemnation or the pol1o1ea 

an4 acta or the Axle Oovei'OIDIDU and their 

aatell1tta in oppreaalon or persecution or 

rel1g1oua, racial and polltlcal c1nor1t1ea; 

2. !be appropriation md. expencUture ot large 

amounts ot public •nd prlvat·t tu.nde tor tho 

rellet ot peraoca 1n need •• a reau.lt ot op­

preaalon and peraecutlon becauae or their 

raol.&l. origin or r-eligious or polltlc::.a.l 

bel leta; 

3. The appl1oat1on ot tho 1mmigra tion law a ot 

tho Un1te4 Statea 1tl the utaoat liberal and 

hwlane ap1r1 t ot tboae lawa; 

• • Tho oa_Uing by tho Proaldent or tho Un1t•4 

Statea or the tlrat InttrQPVtrn=en~ Con­

terence at Bvlan-Lon4on 1n 1938 tor the 

purpose ot eeekln.g a eolutloo ot f'6tuge.e 

problems. There m.a.y b" repeated bore tho 

et'ltemont 



- 3 

a tateasent -.de 1.n t.n. t Con.terenc e by the Honoral)le 

Y;JTon Tqlor on behalf or thh Government , ae 

tolloYa; 

•1n conelualo.n, I Deed not ettphaai&e that 
tho d1scr1&1nat1on and. pNaauro a ga1ne t aln.orlty 
sroupe and the c11eregarc1 or elecenta.ry buc&.n. 
right. are contrary to tho pr1no1plea of What 
we have come to regard •• tho accept-ed 1 tandarda 
or o1Y111zat1on. ... hl.vt beard troa t1a::le to t1ce 
or the d1arupt1•e con.equencee ot the ctuap~ ot 
• rchandlao upon. the worl4'• econo-v . How cuch 
.ore disturbing 1a the force-d and chaotlc du:pi.ng 

ot unfortunate people• in largo nwsb4ira . Racial 
and religious problema are , in eonse~uonce, ren­
d.ored. mot'o aouto in all parts or tho world. 
Joonomio re t&lla t1on agalno t t..'le countr1·•• wh ich 
•~• respOnalble tor tb1a oon41t1on lt encouraged . 
!be a entlunt ot 1ntematlonal cdatru.at an.d 
tu.ap l cion 1a btlghtenod. and tear , which la an t.at-­
portant obataclo to general appeaecont between 
natlona, le accentuated . 

ftTbe problem 11 no longer one or purely pri­
vate concern. I t is a problec tor intergovorn­
M ntal action. It the preaent current• or m1s;rat1on 
are per:dttld to continue to push anarcbtcall7 upon 
the recelv ina St&t.e3 and. lt aome Govom=.ent.s &.1"'0 to 

continuo to toae large eootlo~ ot their popula tion• 
lightly upon a dlatreeaed and unprepared world, thon 
thoro la ca taatrophlc humon eutfering ahead wh.1ch c an 

only reeult 1n general unreet and 1n gene~al interna­
tional atr&1n whloh wUl not be conduG1vo to tho 
permanent appeaaecent to Which all pooplea oarneatlJ 
aaplre . • 

At the E-vlan ... London Conference and through tho Inter·­

gove~ontal Co~ttee which grow out ot that Contoronce 

t hl.a GovernDitnt exerted 1 ta J:.Ost ear-neat e ttorta to 

&IJlum f'or •• 1un.y rotugooa t rom tho Axh coWltr1oo •• 

t be l aws ot tho aovoral oou.ntrles would permit. Th1a 

Gov!"rn=ent baa also approac.Md. other oountrlea tort be 

purpoae ot tlndlng placoa or aettlemont tor retugoea 

wltn funds ot the United Statoa or1g1n bo~ made 

avall.&blo. 

5 . Aa &hoW'D 
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6. A.a ahown by the reoord..l of the D&partl:lent ot 

State. fro• the •~hent ot the Bitler re&J.• 

1D 1933 until J\&ne 301 194.2, 547, 7'7& •1••• wtH 

l aeued by kmerlcan 41pl oaat1c and consular 

ottioera to nativea or oat1onale or t~ 

'f&rlou.s oount:ritl now dotainated by the Axle 

powert, the a ;rea t ll&jcr lty or wb1oh peraona 

were Nt'ugtea trOll Ha.&l pertecutlon . Of th11 

nw:ber 228, 964 ••r. 1taue4 1n tbe war J l&rl 

11139-1942. ~ ....... Ulan - t nUIIlbor or 
Tiaae were author1&t4 4ur1ng th1a latter per1o4, 

the aliena in whose bthalt aueb autbor1zat1oca 

wore g1Ton h•vin& 'boon unable to depart trom 

their placet or torela;n residence to reaoh 

the united Statea. Yet, or the nucber ac~allT 

1aawcl, pra.ct1call7 a ll ot the aliena who re­

ceh·e4 them during tbe war rears 1939-1942 ha..-e 

a ctuall7 arrived in the United Statea acd ha..-e 

remained here, manr ot them. having entered ln 

a temporary atatua &n4 not ret havi ng departe4. 

&. OYer 5, 000 v1 aae weN autbor1:ed tor tho &dalae1on 

into the Un1t.ed. SW.tea an4 pe~nt ree1d.ence 

Mre or r•tu.&•• ch.Uclrt:n coa.l.n.g rroa. Prance, 

Spa 1n and Portugel wxltr arra.ngementl • 1 th cer­

tain private peraone and. orsao1zat1 ona 1n· tbe 

Un1tod 
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ttoited Staue tor their care. Vlaaa were &lao 

· qthor1&ec1 tor the paronta accompan1ns the.11, 1n 

certain caaee. Thla Oovermwnt baa aou~t the 

triendlJ aaalatanca ot the 0 overnment ot Sw1tr.erlan4 

to etreot the roleaaa trom Pr•noe ot wch or thoae 

children who bl.vo not been permitted to lea•• 

Prance,. tor entry into SpaiD whore vtaae 111&7 be 

1aaued. to thea by tha Amor loe.n oonaular oft1oera. 

7. Sl.neo tba entrr ot the United St. tea 1nto the war, 

thoro b&ve been no new restr1ot1ona placed b7 ~~ 

OoYernment or tba United States upon tho nu=ber 

ot al.iene or any nat1ona.l1t7 permlttad to proceed 

to tbi.a oountry under ex1at1ng laws, except tor 

the more 1nt-ens1•e eum1nat1on ot aliens requ..1..r.d 

tor secu:rltJ reuona . 

8. Coaa14erable awu o! IDOne'J' have been aade aval.l&blo 

b7 tbe Amerl oa.n Red Croaa and tro.m other AJr.erl can 

aouroea to tbe American Amba.asa.dor at Kadr14 tor 

tbt cue or rotu.geea now 1n Spain pen41.na their 

e-.ao.t•t1on. A nUIIber ot tbeae retu.geee have 

already been removed t.o North Atr1ea. The con• 

t1ouat1on ot thla JDO•••nt and lta exter.t are 4e-

ptndent upon m.ll1t&ry oonslderatlons. 

I 
, I 



~. The American Red Croea and. other Amerlct.n 

organ1aat1one have provided aaalatanoe 

tor r.tuaeee wbo ha•• boon able to reaeb 

o~r neutral countr1••~ aucb aa Iran~ 

&D4 baYI u.nd.ertakan Ox-tended toedi.n,g acong 

Ghllctran, lnoludln.g rotu.gee dlUdre:n, 1l1 

Prance. 

10. In ••• cu.atlna ref'u.&oea to neutral a.reaa, 

the 1\all l n.tluenco ot tho Onitod Stat.ea 

41plomatlo and. oonaular r-epreaentatlvea baa 

been trom tlml to t 1mo lnvok:od, not on11 

with the opprotaor nations but with any 

Oovernm.nt concerned, on behalf ot the 

rel'u.geee. 

nil OoYemMnt UDd.eratanda that~ 1D Cd.1t1on to 

the ret'U.gee cl.aeaea unrSer J.a:ediate c:ons1c1er atlon , tb.e 

ot Brl t1 ah evacuee• &nd or prleonera or wa.r. LUunrlee, 

the Oovornmont or tbe Unltod Statet has certain a1m.1lar 

undertakings, •• tollowtJ 

1. Por the aucooeat"ul proaoeutlon or the war 

and tor 

,.. 



1 

I 

: 

• 
-7-

an4 tor H.-dapherlo a&tety, the OO••rn=ent or 

the United State• haa ottere4 to reoel•• dangerous 

Axl• o&tiooa~a tJ'OID a nuaber ot t~ Alllerloan 

Republloe Where tac111t1ta tor the iatera.eot or 

oloae aategua~na ot auob Axis national• do not 

exist . A cona14tre.b1e nuaber or auob Axil utloD&la 

ha•e thue been brought to tbe United Statea and 

arre.a.geaeota a.rt; beio.g aad.e tor the receipt ot 

aore or tbu. 

2. Tbia coverma.ent baa a number ot cupa in the Onitecl 

St ates &D4 •ore camps are UDder oonatructloo or 

planned tor the internment or detention ot civilian 

enellf &llea.s. Tbere ar. beiiJ.g aaint alnecl in tbeee 

oampe thouaancta ·or auch aliena. 

) . TlLJ.a Go•eruzaent haa alao eat&bliahed. other caapa 

t or prlaon.era or w&r whiob. are now in u.se a.nd i n 

Wbioll, by arranae•ent, there will &lao be J)lllold 

lara• nuabera ot UD1 te4 Nations prlaonera. The 

accommodation ot these prisoners in t he united 

Statea will leave available a broad ooo.sidereble 

quanti ties ot tood, olotblns, eto., tor retugeea 

there which woUld otherwiae be uaed by thoee 

priaonera a broad , while on the other band, tbe 

maintenance ot the prisoners i n the United States 

will reeult in. a oon.sideNble nduotion ot auppllee 

••allable here. 

"· There 

,..-

r 
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~. There bawe beta aet up in the United Statea 

a number ot :.looatlon centers where approxi­

mately 110,000 peraona or tbe Japaneae raoe 

are belna bouaed and aa1nta1ne4 at publlo ex­

penae &tter I'UIOY&l troe •1 t&l mill tarr &l"ttaa. 

Tho Gonrmooot ot tho Ulll. ted States tull7 oharoo tho 

concern expreaaed. b7 tbe Brltleb CO••rnaent tor the altua• 

tlon ot the retuaeea. It teela, ln Yiew or the taota eet 

tortb abo•• , that 1 t baa been a.Dd ia making e•ery endea•or 

• 
to relieve tbe oppreaae4 and. pareeouted peoplea . I .n attord-

lng aaylum to retuaeea, however, it la and must be bound by 

leg1slat.1on Ol10otod by conare .. detel'lllilll.na tho 1lllml.grat1on 

pol1<7 ot the UD1to4 Stotoo. 

!'be trnited St&t.ll la ot tba op1111on that f\u·ttwr ettor-ta 

t.o aoln the probloa M7 hen be Wldort.ekon through tho lo-

st~entality alread.r ex1at1n&, the Bxacut1Ye Co~ttee 

ot the Intergo..-ero.oental Comaittee or11 Retugeos. To tbia end. 

it may be oonald.ared adviaable in order to t4o111tete 

action by the Committee that a preliminary exploration 

ot -.,a and aeana be undertaken intormallY by repre~enta~ 

and ~ho 51'1 tlah Go•ol'DI:IAint. SUch ezplorot1on al.ght he 

,.. . 
... 
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undertaken along the following ltnee: 

A. The retugee problem should not be cona14ere4 

aa betas confined to persons ot any particular 

race or faith. Nazi measu~ea against minorities 

have caused the tligbt ot persons or various 

races and raiths , as well as ot other peraone 

because or their politi cal beliera. 

B. \'lheresoever practicable, intergovernmental 

oollabor4t1on should be sought in those times or 
transportation d1ft1culty, ehipplns shortage, 

and submarine menace, to the end that arrangements 

may be determined ror temporary asylum tor refugees 

aa near as possible to the a~eas in which those 

people find themselvee at the present time and 

f rom which they may be returned to their home­

l ands with the greatest expediency on the termina­

tion or bost111t1es. 

c. There should accordinslr be considered p+ana tor 

the maintenance in neutral countr1es in Europe ot 

.thoso retugees ror Whose removal provision may not 

be made. Their maintenance in neutral countries 

may i nvol ve the giving ot assurances tor their 

aupport until ther can be repatri ated, w hloh support 

wil,l neoessaril.y CO!lle trom the United Nations aug­

mented by tunda rrom private sources . It may also 

invol ve the giviog ot assurances in all possible 

oaaea by their Governments in e·xtle t'or their 

prom,pt 

,... . 

J 
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prompt return to their native countrioe 

upon the term1~t1on or boat111t1ea . 

D. The poas1b111 ties tor tbe temporary &aJll.UII 

ot the ref"ugeea., wl tb a view to their re-

patr1at1on upon the torlllinatlon ot hoet111tlea , 

in countries other than neutra1, and their de-

pendeocloa, should be explored, together with 

tho question ot tho availability ot shipping 

to otf~ct tbolr movement from Europe. 

It 1a suggootod that tho British and United Stateo 

r,preaentatlvea might meet at Ottawa tor this preliminary 

exploration. 

Department ot State, 

Wa sb l ngton, 

February Z5, 191.3 . 

J 
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ID"'CCIt...C'D tiiiCIW ~ y ,.,.,.,. .. ~ """""' 
DEPA R TMENT OF STATE • 

THE SECRETARY 

Jun<~ 22, 1043 

I refer to =y mm~~ or Jul d to your 

memornndum or~;;piy, re r~ine the oatablioh~ 
:cnt ot a place ot t e=porary resi ence in 7ronoh North 

Atrioa tor refugees Who hAve succeeded in escaping from 

Axis territory into Spain, on which matter you recently 

co::::!Wll.ca~od wi~ ~ho BritUh Prlll>o llinioter. lly llt6lllo­

randum listed certain mea3urea neoeaaary to put the 

matter tOrYIOrd on4 your rnemorandu.m re~;tueated me to 1n1~ 

tiat·e thoae .r.eaaurea. ./ ~rV 

With the authori~ation conveyed by your ce~randum \1 6~~ 
I have r oqu .. ted tho Director or tho Bureau or the Budget '1•1 • , 

to ellocat·t $500,000 ot unroat riot.ed tunds tro= your A.Ji ,­

Etlergoney 1\uld to inplette:nt our aaresent w1 t h the B:ritiah ~-' 

Covornment jointly to nhare expenses tor tho transporta-

tion and O&re or the retuseea. AI indio& ted in ~y ~~~oran-

dUJ:I.• t t'll.3 uount would be c.ade e.vo.ileblo to OoYernor Lehtsa.D, 

wnoae 01'1'1oo ot l'oreisn Rolior and Reh&b1l1t&~1on Oporuiono 

ls to caro tor the retuaeee after thei r Arrival in ~enoh 

North Mrtoa. Tbe non atepe to ~ taken arf' t.o re(!uest 

~~ . ~urphy at Alsiera to ask General Bioenhowor and the 

French North f~icon authorities to deaienate a pleoe ot 

~porary re&idenoe tor tbo rerugeea 1n 7ranch North Atrioa , 

end to obtain the cooperation or the k:.ertcan Ar:&y authori-

ties ror tho Ottioo of Foreisn Roliot end Reh&bilit&tion 

Operations 1n that Ottioe ' s respona1b111ty tor the c~re ot 

rat"Ueeos in ?ranch North A.trica . Aocordingl..y. I subadt 

her&\"11 th tor you;r approval • te~esrua to be aant to 

Ur . Uurphy and a letter , t or your signatur e . to the Seor o­

tc.ry ot War. 

Toleercm to Mr. J.lurpl:ly 
Letter to Secretary or War 
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THE l'lh"I TE l!OUSE: 
V/AS I!INC'lTOI\ 

July 10, 1>' ·:3 

>!S:cr:AllDUl.1 FOR THE S:::CRETARY OF STATE 

The President has directed that the 

attached paraphrased copy of message No. 357 

from the Prime ~1n1ster to the President, dated 

10 July 1943, be furnished the Secr etary of 

State for preparation of a r epl y . 

l Incl. 

Very truly yours , 

CHESTER HAlr.lf.OND 
Lt . Colonel, General Staff 

Assistant to the ~1l1tary Aide. 

Dl!OLASSIP'U:D 
By Dei}Uty Arcbi •.-i ot ot t 'h·, U, 3 , 

B7 1 • . J. S\ewlU't Dnt<> MAR :? 1972 

~~----------------------~-----

j I j 
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To Th• Prosidon~ of ~ho Un1~td St~~~~ 

1'0 )S7. 10 .:.l¥ l~~). 

• 

For your '•••ot• l~\.1..!\:>tr JOG, 1 am MOat. cr:;t.•tul. 

I e.c:roe cOQpltt..-.17 wi\h toW" su,ggon.lotfl dlich will 

pn>vidt A ooluc.ion tor ow- dittJ.cl.llt.io:~ in Spo.in. I ldll 

aive \.ht c~nUJ7 i.M\.rucc.ion. t.o our •ut.ho.-lt.i .. 

u .aon u I beu tro. .JOU t.~ .YOU haw• 1etued t.ht d1 reet.hu 

to CtMr11.l EiMnhowtr And C1r41.ud, Md t.o t.he ..moric&n 

..::lbria ... Qora in l!aclr1.4 and U.bon. 



xxxx 

J.:.l!f..X C;.N COI:CUL 

.A.L<m:RS (ALG ERIA) 

~R:..'UR?HY 
Retorcnco Dopart~ont • s 

,_ .... . ·I·' I '.; 
1/."';A . t' , .. 

SC CG:l'Z 

J uly 16 , 1943 

750, April 30, 6 p . :r; . , ragGrdin.;; rotusoe:; in !:pain. 

Tbo President ettor c!iscu:.sion with Ur. ChurChill directs 

thc.t you ask Gonorul EiAenbo• .. :or and t ho French North Atr!cll.ll 

authorities to desl~nto a place in French North Africa as e. 

place or t~porary rosidonce for those retugoos or oneoy no­

tion~lity or stateless ct ;>resent in Spain whose nuobers are 

still eutlmated to be around six thousand at present. I t io 

unlikely that t his entire groul) would arri ve at on11.tine . 

Quarter:~ :.hould be located i:c=ediote: y ror ::.p;>ron··c t 'lly r~fteen 

hundred with the unc erstnndiro(; that odd! tionul space for the 

entire nw:~bor m&y bo required at a later date. Wo understand 

tron Royce and Hoohlor that thia en tire question wa!l discuased 

with General Hughes co::o week:~ ago. Tho at·,rr of tho ornoe 

or Fore it;:~ Rel1or and Rehab1l~ t.ction Operation" hbs ;.resu::r. hly 

been cxplor1ns possible c1 tas i n ~torocco anl1 rr.ey have :1aat'\:l 

01:~eotions . Tho cere or the retugoes at ouch t e"''orury place 

ot resldenoe will bo t bo ros}ons1b111ty or that orr1ce un~or 

Governor 
I 
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Covo1nor Lohnlan , wi tb rtprosonto'ti vos of tho Bri t i ob Covorn­

mont cooperating and assisting. The President i s dlrectins 

tho Secretary or Wo.r t o i~:suo i ns tructions to t ho Army 

authorities oonoernod t o ooopercte 1'1.:1ly with that Ofttco in 

thKt connection ~~th 'the thought that it ~Y bo ne~essary tor 

tho J.r=.y II!:IOn!l other things to ;>r:w1d'3 cots and t~tnts an~ 

ot her equi~~~t re~uired tor tho i~odiat.o cere or t he r etucees 

end tho requisitioning or construction or buildi ngs tor their 

bot tor housing. 

The land transport ation i n S~c1n or these refugees to t he 

s elected port ot ambar~otion v~ll be arranged by tho AmRr1cwn 

nnd Bri tish ~baeoies and Legations in Spain end P~rtccal . Sea 

trr.n:~portetion ~d.ll bo arranged by t ha British Cover.~cont , The 

~ costs of the rorugeoo ' trcasportetion and thei r ncintenance i n 

th& place or t em.por nr :r ro31dence will be borne e(!uall:r by the 

Briti~h and American Cove=nmcnts, 

Tho President intorn1od Mr. Churchill thnt hs io i .n co:npleto 

accord with tho thoucht ot t ho l'renoh military outhoritieo in 

north Atrioo. t !U!.t both t or pcl1 tical and mill tary roo.sona 1 t ie 

essential to transf er the retugeos, aft er their a~rivol ~t 'the 

to~porery placo or res!donoe , t o o place ot ~oro porn~~ent 

settl~ant tor the Curat~oo or t he war, To avoid t ho 1~plicction 

t~a t t he 



, 
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t l:8t thl) tlni ted Sttstes . .:.s conducting 8 concent.rntion oo:n:p 
tor thcoc retuaees it is cor.tecplated thct t hoy should be 
.;:l von some t'rood~ or covemon t nnd t.hnt. -.hose who ere 

Fr ench North Africa qualified t.0 help muet the labor ~hortoge iD~%A~ Bhjuld 
be granted pemi t~ to work te:;1;10rarlly wh.lle a• ... e.i ting tra::srer 
elsewhere, 

The subsequent trnnspor t ation of the refugees t'rom the 
t.~~porary place or residenoo t.0 plaooa of ~oro pe~~cnont 
settlel':lont end their continued care thereafter will be :uattero 
to wbicb the Exoc~>t1vo Committee or tho Intereovo:-n.~ent Com­
cittee on Retugocs , or which t hi s Oovernaont is 8 membor, ~~ ll 
nttond , 

Eu: T!OR 
VD:HKT 
.A- L/B:GLB::.:SL O?R !Jr. l.lyron 

Ta:tlor 
PA/D ?.A/¥ NZ A- S 



Thb ret~r~ \.0 J'UUr ))9, .J\I.ne )0, l!rlol, ,..,&rdil\e 

pt"'""Uion tor ref'bt:,e .. 1n l'or\b .\!'rica. 

I w1U set. out. tbe el .. nU ot U\e problu as I 

underat.&nd t.h•: 

1, ?he,.. ilZ"' a\. prea.nt. an tAi.r.llwct tive or •lx 

thousand ~r.;uleu o r ene,.y-n.tt.ionali\.y retua: .. • in Spain 

t.o be moved~ largel¥ or t.he J•wioh r~ce. 

• 2. I u •okinc Con.rala Siaonhowor t.nd Oirnud t.o 

du~nat.u Uo~u.dor or some ot.her place in Fronch rrort.b 

.\!'ric• u a pl.a.ee of t.e.oporuy retJ.ctonco tor t.h .. e re~eea 

•nd ot.hera llho r.:.lY be able t.o uea,:. t'roa .\Xia urrit.ory 

1nt.o Spain. They have al.reiid¥ &&;.Ned in principle t.o t.he 

ut.&bliob:aonl. o.r such a J)hc• ol uaporuy r .. id.nce. 

). I vill arr&n£e tor t.he t.ranaport.41t.ion or t.heM 

rtt\lteea b7 lard troo Spain t.o t.bl aet.et.Ad port. in Port.u­

,;al for t.beir eabarbt.ion. 

1.. You will ar r41\&t tor t.helr na t.ran1port.a1.1on 

tron Port.u.gU. t.o a port. in 1:ort.b Africa. 

s. I will r o<tuoet. t.he .'AorioAn Ailit.11ry authorit.ios 

t.o IMlce available cot..a and UM-1 in eulficient. nur.~ber t.o 

.-et 'Lhe encnency needs or t.he retu.geu arriving a:t. t.he 

t..mpon.rr phce ot nd.dMice. 

6. I will alto UTili\C' that. pr'tp&.l"&t.iot'll td.ll be beg.;~.n 
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• 
1 begun w-.odte.toly ror u temporary rocept. ton c.onter or mre 

substantial character Y.1\ero thg ret\Jgoes can be boua"4 a.nd 

eared t"or until aubaoquont arraneCll!»nta are r~-c do ~or thetr 

disposition which should bo at tho oarl!oat po•oiblo mor~nt, 

1. Tbtt eoata or the re!"ugeca• tre:ulportClt ton rroca 

Spetn ond their muinton~nc o in tho ploce ot te~porery reel-

¢once until such tice aa a gore per=anent aettle:&nt It 

agreod upon \'1111 bo borne equally by our tr.o Oovern:r.onta. 

8 , Tbe work or o¢mlnlstratloc tor the refugee• at the 

temporary place or residence will be the reaponstb!l!ty or 

the Office ot Foreign Reltot and Reh~bilitotion Operations 

under CoYornor teh~~n . with repreaentattvoo or your CoYern-

mont cooperottna ond aostattna. 

9, I ao tn co::;plote acco.rd "t ~ t ho thought or the 

French military outhorltlca In thot area that both ror 

political and 11111tary rouona lt Ia ossont!ol to t"Anoter 

tho rorugoes. attor thotr arrival at the te=porory ploco ot 

residoneo, to a place or mbra permanent sottloMent for tho 

duration . In thla connection tho Dope.rtoent ot Stat.e bc.s 

jus~ boon l nt ormod by your El:lbossy huro 1A roaponso to oon­

versottona LOr¢ ltaltrax haa b:ul with l.!r. kyron Taylor that 

certain plnco$, ftmOng them Tripoli taniA , Cyrenaica oDd 

l!adaganct~r, are under activo c.Uscuaaion and it orpear• not 

lmpoaa!blo tbot altos cay bt avollablo th.ora tor the rotuc;eos, 

I t 1 s 
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It u ~tldO my underatondtne thnt. aa l1m1 ted nuc'bor ot tho 

rotuavoo a:•y be odmittu4 Into Paloatlno. 

10. The eubsoquont troNl~OrUtlon o! tba rot~U 

rro:za the tacpora.ry placo or rooldenee to placea ot more 

pormenont aottla=ont and their continued caro thoroortor 

would bv provldod Wldor •tho aueplcea and jur!Sdlotlon ol' 

tho exocutivo co:tt.!ni ttoe or tho Intereovornmantal Co~1tteo. 

the coste tbereor to be underwritten jointly by tbo Brltltb 

and A:erican covera~nts. 

I trust that you will let ,.. l<nOif at the earliest 

convenient mo»nt t.~t wo ere in oocrplete ac:cord when I 

shall Issue tho necessary d1reotlvo• to co~lemont thooe 

•1l1ch you will ISsue . 
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• 
Juno ):), 1943 

President, J-lwtlber ))9. 

Sinee we cihe-u~aod t.ho .c.'lt.tor, t.hG noOd. t or aid to 

rotu&ooa, particularly Jewish, has not t.bat.ed; ani! every 

out.lat should bo kopt opon. North Ai'rlca remains tho beet 

outlot a..nd tho dUficul~es in connection with tho proposoc1 

rotugeo c.e.mps there hno boon cloMOCl up, and thoro iz no·" 

possible an nrly p-ractical dccidot~. At pro:;ont. our 

i.m:IOdi:.to tad.llti cs !or aiding the victims ot Hitlor 1s anti-

ineut:bont on us to open the -.mall ca-mp propost<l tor tho 

purpost or removing some of thom. t.o aa..tety, and I s~ bo 

grateful it you cou14 lot 1;10 know 1t it haa boon toWld possible 

to bl"ina thie tChtlll'lo into opOration. Coneral approval or this 

project has been given by Ooneral Giraud. 



I . • WAR DEPARTMENT 
WA&:HINaTON, 0, C. 

)l July 194) 

'i'he President, 

The Ylhite Houoe. 

Dear t.fr . President: / ' 

In accordance with theJesires expressed in 

your letter of July 28, 1943, '(' the subject of refugees 

fron1 Spain, a message has befln sent to the Co:nmandine; 

General, North Atrican Theater of Operations , directing 

him to cooperate .fully with the Office of Foreigo Relief 

and Rehabilitation Operations 1n the provision of adequate 

quarters and equipment for these re.f'!gees who are expected 

to arrive in North Africa in the near future. 

Respectfully yours; 

Acting Secretary of War . • 
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