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MEMCR,NDUM FOR MR. EARLY

Our Legation at Stockholm, which has shown
outstanding initistive in procuring enemy publiezticns
for use by our war agencies, recently sent to the
Depertment a German propaganda book entitled Roosevelts
Weg in den Erieg, which contains facsimile or textua
Teproductions og "sacret documents bearing on the
btelligerent policy of the Fresident of the United
States". I enclose a copy of the book, a translation of
the table of contents, and a few peges of translated
extracts from the introduction. You may wish to bring
this reading matter to the Fresident's attentlon.

The documents printed in the book are allegedly
diplomatic notes and reports of French, Polish, Belglan,
and other origlins which have fallen inte Germun hands.
The volume is described in its foreword as the first of
e series which is to be published by the Archives
Commission of the German Foreign Office and which is
intended to oclarify the origin of the war "by meklng
secret documents from European archives available”.

Some of the documents in the book are admittedly
reprinted from the German White Book issued after the
Folish archives were captured by the Nazis. The

statement




atatement which the Secretary of State issued on the
supposed conversations reported in that Vhite Book

is printed in the enclosed copy of the March 30, 1940
issue of the weekly Department of State Bulletin.

2232 ;ildar Spu

aoting Chief, Di?iaionsbf
Research and Fublication

Enclosures:

1. Roosevelts Weg in den Erieg.
2. Table of Contents (translation).
5. Introduction (excerpts, translation).
4. Department of State Bulletin,
March 30, 1540.
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Enclosure no. 1 to despatch no. 2470, dated Novecber 19,
1943, from the American Legation, Stockholm,; Sweden,
entitled: "Review of Book Published in Germany, En=
titledt ‘'Roosevelt's Way to War. gecret Documents
Bearing on the Blligerant Policy of the President of

the United States (of America)'™.

Title: Hoosevelt's Way to War {(Roosevelts Weg in
den Krieg), Secret Documents Bearing on
the Belligersnt Policy of the President

of the United States (of America).

Iable of Contgnts.
Paget

Foreword. 5
Summsrized Introduction 7
Documents

Nos.
1. January 26, 19341 the French Arbassador in

Washington to the French Foreipn “inlster.

Roosevelt (s views) concerning Gerzany. 29

2. Oetober 30, 1935: the French Chargd d'Affalires
in Costa Hicu to the French Foreign Minlster.
Roosevelt's 'Hessure crulse” to Cocos Island. io

3. October 22, 1937: the French Chargé d'Affaires
in Ilshlngtnn to the French .inister Prasident.
Roosevelt's influence on the attitude of the
French yls-4-vis the Sino-Japanese conflict. 33

4. TNovezber 7, 1937t the French C arpd d'Affeires
in Waskington to the French Foreipn Yinister.
Roosevelt's influence on the attitude of the
French vig=A=vis the Sino-Jap-nese econflict.
Poosevelt Els views) concerning the interna-
tional situation. vorel support of the French.3l4

5. November 18, 1937t the French Chargé d'Affalires
in Washington to the French Foreign ~inister.
Wilfulness of Hoosevelt's foreign policy.
t'olding of public opinion. kY

6. February 9, 1938: the Polieh Aobassador in
Washington to the Polish Forelgn Hinister.
Influence of the Jews. Jewlsh war mongering. 319

7. March 14, 19381 the Polish Asbassador in
Wnshington to the Polish Forelgn “Mnister.
Rearmament poliey of the United States. a]
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11.

12.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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May 26, 19381 the French Asbassador in
Washington to the French Forelgn Linister.
Hostility of Roosevelt toward the Totall-

tarian States. a4

June 11, 19381 the French Asbassador in
Washington to the French Foreign linlater.
lno:;vult': influence nn the |;t:tudu of

the Franch Ill-i-zif the Sino-Japanese con-
flict. Threats against Germany, Solidarity

with France of the United States. 45

September 27, 1938t the Frepch Ambassador

in Washington to the French foreign Minlster.
Foosevelt's expressions of sympathy with the
Western Powers during the Sudetan crisis. . 49

November 9, 19381 the French Asbassador in
Washington to the French Foreiga Minister.
The conference in Lima. Penetretlion polley
{ ) of the United States
- atin America. 51

Wovezber 21, 1938: the Belglan Ambsssador in
Londen to the Belgian iinister President and
Forelgn kinister. Anglo-American trade treaty

as s means of Roosevelt's anti-German poliey. 56

Janusry 9, 1939: the Polish Ambassador in
Washington to the Polish foreign Linister.
"Bad neighbor poliey” ('Egéllli_ﬂgr_hinsﬂ

“? viz-d-vig the Totalitarlian
States. mobilization of public opinicon.
Jewlsh war congering. b1

Jprmary 11, 19391 the French Uinister in

Ciudad Tru‘illo to the French Forelgn

“inister. United States' finsncial die-
tatorship in San Jomlngo. 61

January 12, 19391 the Polish Ambassador in
Washington to the Polish Forelgn Linlster.

Hate propaganda against Gerzany by Foosevelt

and the Jews. Creation of a war psychosis. 63

Jaruary 13, 19391 the French .inlster in

Chile to the French ?orelin Linister. The
confersnce of Lima. Hull's sgitatlon

(Hetze) sgainst the Axis Powers. 66

Tanuary 16, 19391 the Polish Ambassador in
Washington to the Polish forelgn tinister.
Detsiled definition of the attitude of the

United States in regard to the European

erisis. Bullitt. 67
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February 1939t the Polish Ambassador in

Paris o tho Polish Foreign Ziniater. The

foreign policy of the United States and the
European situation. Bullitt. 70

March 7, 19391 the Polish Ambassador in
Washingten to the Polish Foreign Zinister.
Roosevelt's activatlon of foreign polities.

His working methods. 73

March 18, 19391 thes Belzian Speclal envol,
Ezbassy Counselor Prince Ligne to the Belglan
Forelgn Xinister. Explanation concerning the
attitude of the United States in the lace of

a conflict in wes‘ern Surope. 76

March 29, 19391 the Polish Aobasssdor in
Paris to the Polish Foreipgn Zinister. In-
#lpence of the United States on England in
favor of a guaranty to Poland. 77

May 8, 19393 the French Torelgn -inlster
to the French Azbassador in Washington. En-
eirclesent policy of the United States. 81

June 14, 1939: the French Aabassador in
Washington to the French “oreign linister.
Roosevelt's influence on the French attitude
yls-d-vig the Sino-Japanese conflict. 83

July 11, 1939: the Polish Chargd d'Affaires
in Washington to the Polish “oreign Minister.

Stirring-up {lHIDEIéHDx} of Poland by leading
politieians of the State Departzent.

October 4, 19391 the French Winlster President
and Forelgn Yinister to the Linlster for the
Navy, the _inister for tha Yerchant darine and

the Dlockade Linlster. MHon-neutral measure
by the United States. a7

Oetober 20, 1339t the Franch Minister in
Central America to the French Forelgn Zin-
ister. Conference of Panama. Non-neutral
measures by the United States. 33

Noverber 4, 19391 the French Azbassador in
Washington to the Franch Forelgn Einister.
Fight of the Government of the United States
againat the Meutrallty Act.

January 22, 1940t the French Azbassador in
London to the French Forelgn Lilnlster. The
peaning of the Fooseveltian policy of sscurity
zODAS .
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29. February 10, 19401 the French Ambassador in
Washington to the French Foreign Ministry.
The mission of Sumner Welles. Roosevelt
agalnst a compronise peace.

93

30. Pebrusry 14, 19401 the President of the United

States to the French Einiﬁto: President.
Sumner Welles' mission. Hoosevelt against a
compromise peace.

31. Marech 11, 1940} memorandum by the Chief of
the North American Section of the French Com-
missariat General for Inforration. Supner
Welles' mission. French intelligence service
in the United Statea.

32. ¥ay 24, 19401 note from the French Foreign
Uinistry. Reports concerning alleged German
atrocities deranded by Bullitt.

33. SReptember 5, 1941: the Finsnce Linister of
Ecuador to the State Secretary of the General
Adrinistration. Pressure on Ecuador by the
United States.

Facsimile appendices:

Telegram of the French Ambassador in Washing-
ton to the French Foreign Linister of May 26,

1938 (dooument no. 8).

Report of the French Asbassador in Washington
to the French Forelgn Linister of liovezher 9,
1938 (document no. 11).

Report of the Polish Arbnssador in Washington
to the Polish Forelgzn Yinister of January 16,
1939 (document no. 17).

Letter of tre French Linister President and
Torelgn linister to the inister of the Navy,
the Zinlster of the Zerchant Zarine and the
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(document no. 25).
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Enclosure no. 3 to despateh no. 2470, dated Hovember

19, 1943, from the American Lepation, Stoc'holm, Sweden,
enlitled) "Review of Book Published in Germany, Entitled:
‘Roosevelt's Way to War. Secret Documents Bearing on the
Belligerent Policy of the Prasident of the United States
(of America'™.

BICERPTS.

Titlet FHoosevelt's Way to War (Roosevelts Weg in
den Krieg), Secrat Documents Bearine on
the Belligerent Policy of the President
of the United States (of Azerica).

Subtitle:s Summarized Introduction.

Attitude vis-d-via Gersant.

The retlicence displayed by President Focsevelt on
his assuming office in 193] in regard to forelgn political
matters did not prevent him rrom giving public vert to his
anti-German feelings as early as in January 1934

Policy of Bases in Latin Averica.

Fresident Roosevelt was keenly interested in build-
ing up a network of bases extending over the Caribbesn
islands and the ares of the Panama Cenal. A crulse taken
by the President 1n 1935 to Cocos Island, allegedly for
recreation -urposes, proved the personal interest taken
by him in the possibilities existing in Latin Acerica
for an extension of naval and alr bases.

n - .Y D '

As a first attempt to cleave or ‘to ignore the strong
1golationist tendencies rampant in the United States, Pre-
sident “oosevelt delivered a speech in Chicago 1in which
he called the nation to arms agalnst ftre epldeaic of
world anarchy" and threatened to introduce a "quarantine”.
This speech proved a milestone in Aoosevelt's career. for
hencelort:. he openly ventured on a poliey of interfarence
in European and wold matters. To gquote Count Potocki,
Folish Ambassador in Washinpton at the time, this waa a
welcome deviation of attention df the Aserican public [roc
internal problems.

Erance Driven arainst Jepan-

President Roosevelt immedintely threatened Japan.
In add'tinn to morally support'ng China, the United Stntes’
Governmeat brought pressure to bear nn other powers, par=
tienlarly ¥rance, with a view to safegunrdlng China's

suprly



supply of arms. When, in 1937, the French Yovernment pfo=
hibited the sending of arma and sunitions from Indo-China
to China, the President interceded personally. In this
connectlon, the French Chargd d'AfTaires in Washingten
felt called upon to warn his Government from attaching
exsggerated importance to the assurances of Roosevelt
since "the majority in the country do not share his
personal views in regard to foreign politics™.

In pursuit of his enti-Japanese policy, the Presi-
dent was also quite willing to forego the ideological
;ﬂi :thor apprehensions existing in regard to Soviet

alA.

“Education” of Public Opinion.

In his active policy of a deterzined rejection of
evarything the Totalitarian Fowers stood for, the Pre=
sident was far "ahead" of his Coverncent and, to an
even greater extant, of public opinien in his country.

To educate the latter in the desired direction, numerous
speeches were wada, with the help of which the President
endeavored to instill hatred against Fascism and dictator-
ships. Beginniug with the spring of 1938, the President's
interest in European affalrs becarme even more marked.

Influence of the Jews.

In his determined drive to "educate"™ public opinion,
the President was ably assisted by the Jews, who, in the
words of the above-guoted Polish Ambassador, constituted
"the most able champlons of the ecreation of a war psycho=-
sis®. The virulence of thelr feelings in regard to Ger-
gany and the fact that almost 100 percent of the radio,
film, dally press, et cetera, were in Jewlsh hands, con-
stituted a po erful factor in favor of the President's
enti-German (and anti-totalitarian) peliecy.

The Adherence of Austris.

The adhersnce of Austrla belng regaried as s con=-
cession on the part of the Chamberlain Cabinet, Presi-
dent Roosevelt redoubled his e orts to bring about the
consolidation of the striking power of the Western De-
mocracles. In pursuit of this aim, France was given ir-
refutable avidence of the attitude of the Fresident by
the latter's significant statement that, "were France
to perish, Anmerica would alsoc perish".

ligutrallty Act.

The attitude of the President and the consequances
evolving therefrom could in no way be reconclled with the
Neutrality Act. However, the latter was never taken
sariously by the Presldent. Lorsover, by various ways
of circumvention, the efflcacy of this law was rendered
problemantical. In this policy, the President was fully
supported by his “overnment.

kunich.
Nowhere was there .ore bitter disappointment over

. tha
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the treaty sede at Munich then at the White House. Not
hcing in a position to turn back the wheel of history,
the President dld his utmost in order to bring to nought
the future results anticipated from that treaty.

Beginning with 1917, there was alsc an activition
in the President's policy yia-d#ly Latin America. Under
the pretex® of having to beware of Nazl conspirations in
that continent, everything was done in order to promote
the policy of trade treaties which, through Secretary
of State Cordell Hull, had become m sort of ideological
dogma. “his poliey of penetration, which was imperia-
1ist and -an-American throughout, resulted ip ==

Ihe Conference in Lima iu Decegber 1939.

This conference-proved a success in so Tar as it
resulted in a joint proclamation to the effect that all
Latin-Azetican States were declered co-guarantors of
the Lonroe Doctrine, et cetera. For the rest, the Seec-
retary of State used the opportunity for up-niy agitat-
ing sgalnst the Axls Powers.

L ~ ¥

The energies devoted by the President to the pur-
suance of his political aims, were, to quote Count Po=-
tockl, merely a craving for self-sssertion. By assum-
ing persoral control over forelgn affairs, through appoint-
ing trusted friends to the posts of foreign azbassadore,
et cetera, the President soon landed "on the danperous
path toward world polities."

Eearcacent.

Parallel with his policy of agitation (Hetzpolitik),
the President manased to carry out his policy of rearma-
ment which was rendered sccentable by the people through
the welchty implication that this was in the interests
of the country's defensa.

=an=FPoli s+ War Lonreri ~

 after the setback suffered by the Lunich ngrescent,
foosevelt devoted his paticular interest to the study of
the German-Polish relatlions, which seemed sufficiently
tense for the desired explosizn. The reports of Count
Fotockl throw a sirnifieant lirht on the eaperness and
deterzination disnlayed by several leading officials
of the Stute Department ‘n their end-avors to prevail
upon Poland (throuph 1ts representatives) that on unyleld=
ing attitude should be adopted by the latter country
¥lz-4-vi3 Germany.

Concerted Action with the Western Povers.

To elear the fleld for action, even neutral Belpiunm
13 piven to understanu how mntters w!ll be in the cas=o

of



REFPOCUCED Hﬂﬂilﬂlﬂﬁﬂil.lilfhkﬂﬂun £ ROOSEVELT LIMAARY . ‘I'

-4

of a ecaflict. Aecording to Mr. Cordell Hull, "it would
take thres days, three weeks or thres months perhaps, but
: wa would move®™.

Breasure upon Zoeland.
The policy adopted =f= England was that of
relentless rressure =-- of ch the favorable trade

treaty was but one means =- to drive that country against

Germany. In this connection, Ambassador Bullitt was able

to assure the Folish Ambassador in Paris that Acerica

had "most effective means of coercion™, the threat alone

E: Ihﬁsh would be sufficient to insure the pliamncy of
gland.

Hire-Pullers of the Encirclesent Policy.

Despite the most far-reaching promises, for example,
to France, the President committed himgelfl to no single
binding promise. This was felt strongly by Forelgn
Minister Bonnet, who (in document no. 22) expressed the

hope that the promises of support sould be followed by
more tenglble proof of good will.

Qutbreak of the Eurcpean War.

Deep satisfaction must have ruled in the White Mouse
when, on Sedtecber 1, 1937, the European war broke out.

Fight arainat the Neutrality Act.

Socon after the outbreek of wer, Congress was con=
vened for the purpose of bringing about certaln amend=
ments of the Neutrality Law, which resulted in the evolun-
tion of the Cash=aad-Carry Clause. Neutrality had thus
become but an empty phrase.

- Yags

In proof of the non-neutral attitude of the United
States, the fact that Arerics agreed to regard ships of
the cerchant marine which were armed in deicnse as not
belonging to the Navy, may bes quoted. Loreover, a
notice to this effect was received "in confidence™ by
the French <inlster President, while no such notification
was sent to Gercany.

n C 1 .

Tre Extraordinary Pun-Azericsn Conference haeld on
that date in Panams was a further step by President
Foosevelt toward consolidating the results achieved in
Lima and coordinating the work acerued therelrom. The
dependence of the Central Averican States on the U.S5.A.
becere ebaolnte. .

r Securlty.
The sccurity zona procleimed at the Pznama “onferance
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was Just s furthar stage in the "education” of publie
opinion, since iis practical realization was foredoomed
to fallure in view of the impossibility to insure the in-
violebility of so enormous an expanse of water.

In February 1940, Under Secretary of State Sumner
Welles left for Surope alleﬁedly for the purpose of peace
mediation. However, while Foosevelt's policy before the
war had been under the slogant! "Rather war than a poliey
of sutual understanding®, it was now guided by the prin-
ciple: "No peace of mutual understanding (Kein Ver-

de)!
[+ i -

Uore mergetica ly even than the President, Ambassador
Bullitt in Paris had sdopted a course the only outcome of
which was war. Numerous notes from those eritical times
have been found arong the French documents which testify
to the unremitting zeal of L'r. Bullitt.

Ihe Woy into the War.

The disaprointing impressior made by the collapse
of France was not of long duration. Other problems in
cornection with the systemztic pursuit o the fixed
goal arose. Toward this end, cooperstion with England
had to be intensified, et cetera.

In the reantime, furtrer steps toward global war
were undertezen. Yugoslsvia and Creece were enticed
into becoming belligerents and the Soviet Union was
halled s a welcome new psrtner. The "education"” of
public oririon progressed in the desired way} the
Lease-Lend 2111 opened new vistes for material delive-
ries, et ceters.

Cn Decerber °, 1241, at long last, the master of
thie White !lcuse nad reached the des’red goal =- in a
war of the dirensions antieipsted by the President.
He shall bear the responsibllity.

EAM/el
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OFFICE OF
THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

May 5, 19uL

i

4 9
Dear Mra. Roosevelt: N"“"

Recent discusslons with friends on their
resctisns to Mr. Hull's recent general
policy strtement led to en attemot to
reformulete these ldems in tarms nf whot
they mesn to the ordinsry peosle in enemy
or occunied countries. Atteched is » cooy
of the stptement this resultel in.

While doubtless it is not exactly whot such
g statecent should ssy, it does illustrate
the kinil of simple and Alrect steptement
which could heln to reassure the common
peoole of the enemy =nd occunledi n=tlons,
anl thereby heln shorten the war snd

gave lives as a result of splitting them
from thelr rulers,

Sincerely,

ﬁT‘I@HJt-Jﬂhi;:1fllll49
!JJ T{i Mordecei Zzekiel

}vt'
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T0 THT PYOPLRS *SLAVD BY DICTATORS:

This stntement is lssued jolntly by the lesders of Tnglend, the
Soviet Unlon, rnd the United States, rfter consultetlion with one another

To the peonles of Germeny, Jepan, their allies, ani to all peoples
of mn~tlone occupled bty them, we say:

I. %We are fighting to destroy the dictetors wha have enslaved you,
We ere not fighting to Zestroy the people whom they have enslaved
end oopressed ell over the world,

II. Ve will fight until the dictetors have surrenierei uneondltioanlly.

III. Mter the dictrtors surrender, we will stert at once to help you
reconstruct & world in which you nnd your childvren cna live with
dignity, honear, prosperity, and freedom,

I¥. To this end we will see thet those nolitiesl nrrties which heve
supported the dlctators snd which hnva prencheal destruction, hete,
rnd enslavraant, nare rooted out nnd reniered hermlese, All indivi-
dusls in those n-rties vho heve been resmonsible for crimes of
terrorism #nd destruction will be punished by courts of the invoded
nntions where their erires were committed, or by courts esterblished
by the United Netions. “hey will ba held in the custody of the
ermies of occupation until thelr trisls ca2n be held,

Y. Fo member of the Fesclst nertiee shnll be permitted to retaln
property which hes been looted from you. So for ss nossible, thet
property will be returned to ressonsible locrl governments for
distribution smong those from whom the Fasclsts stole it.

¥i. As promotly as Fasclet elements hrve been erndiceted, you will be
glven ths conortunity to esrteblish local government orgens by
democrertic processes, for municliprlities, towns, villeges, rnd
counties,

Vil. In due course you will be permitted to establish whatever form of
mrtionel government you select so long as 1t is boeed on tha will
of the neonle, provides for fres clections, free sneech, rnd
religlous freedom of worshins, nnd insures epgninet the cre=tion of
new dictatorshine. .

VIII. You will be aided to reestnblich your production of food and
ipdustrirl nroducts as oromotly s possible riter the fighting
stops. Raellef food will be provided to check nctunl starvetion,
but after thot your future food su-nly will deqenl lorgely on
your own eiforts. we will do 21l thst is necess-ry to assist you
in the reh=bilitntion of your sgriculture, industry, and trade me
promptly ee vorsible.
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The United Mations will onerste tha reilrosds raod other trensnorte-
tion in vour mres unier eommon United Fetione' control until more
permanent forms of organirzations have bern developed, whan you have
eatablished resnonelble governmsnts, you will ba piven o-mortunity

to particinete 2a one of the United lntlons in the direction of thase
and other United Hetions' metivities.

Ve recognize thnt if the world ie to be perceful in the future, 1t
rust rlso be nrosnerous, rod we undertoke to see thnt the necessary
stens are taken after ths wer so thet the cltizens of erxch mnatlon
will have the opnortunity to earan prosnerity.

To this end we will gee =

1. That no natlon is b-rred from due mccess to the raw materlials
of thes world,

2. Thet no natlon 1s brrred from access to the m~rkets of the world,

3. Thet under-developed nrtions, or those vhich have hitherto been

exoloited for the benefita of othars, will be rfforded the onmer=
tunity to iniustrinlize thelr own economy snd develop their

resources for thelr own benefit as well as those of other countries,

spd will be mesisteld in estrblishinog a decent soclal orier.

4, The United Netlons sre mow in the nrocess of develoning organs
of intern~tiosnal collnborntion and assistence in the flelds of
rellef, ngriculturs, labor, monetery stabllization, and lone=-
time Tinrnce, In due course, vhen your nertion nuslifles se a
meober of the family of n-tlons, you will be nble to join these
orgenizations as one of tha participsting United K=tlons.

It 18 recognized th=t the peonles of all nations have n common inter-
est which can not be dlsregerded without adversely ffecting the most
favored. Cur ultimate gozl 18 to esteblliszsh a world order conslsting
of & family of netions, ench having due regari for the welfrre end
rights of the othere.

To the peovles of Germany, Janan, nnd thelr allies, we say:
We recognize thot you hove been misled or enclaved by the Fasclst dictetors

and the groups nround them, The promises just made apply to you as well as to the

people of other nations.

XIL.

ifter you have reest-blished the funetloning of your industry snd
ngriculture, you will ba eomected to eid in the rebullding of thowse
portions of the countries which your presant rulers have devastated.
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¥Wa hereby enter a solemn undertrking, however, th-t ths turdens of
renerntion which By ba Inid unon you eod the fiocaciesl erreogemeats
peoeasary in the hendling of thoee rep-reilons will not ba made w0
heawy thet it will not be nossible at the snme tise for you to create
& prospercus lire for yourselves, c&d one which, within a limited
courss of yesrs, can leave you frees to estnblish higher levels of
prosperity, snd better rtandards of living for yoursslves than you
had ¥nswn befors the war.

As we have alresdy rgresl st Moscow, nn Intermstionsl Security Organi-
gatisn will be estnblishad, Asmong other polnts, this security orgnnoie
grtizn will s=a thnt the sres industries sra not reestanlished im eny

of your countries. However, your articn will ba -ersitted to participate
as one of the United nticns when you have demonstrated your right to
that privilege.

As this Intarn-tiomnl Ssgurlty Orgralrstion demonstretes its abllity
to maintaln pence and sacurity in the world, it is our istestlon
gradually to reduce our nrmed forces, Thot reduction of force thie
tims will soma efter, insterd of befors, the world hes beacoms pro=
tected from futures rEgTessors.




THE WHITE HOUSE
b / WASHINGTON

T
) \‘w" ).-P July 10, 1944

> rjemoranénn from Stetiinius re A ~rorosed
statemsnt by the Pre-idient, orira linister
Crureaill and “farchal G4s1in ed rerscd

+g bapmen Army sbout furtasr razizinnce.
eupmozed to have besn qems over June 3rd.

fivise Sxtension 21172, Stote, if ue
received.
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TETSDRAYD

Hanarandun dated 7/10/Lt on thits House atctlonsry,
rending Pilemornpdum fron Stettinius ra 8 rropocad mtntement
by te President, Prins Minister Crurenill eod Perehall
Stalin ajiressed to Oeraan Lrmy pbout further resistznce.
Gaprosed to hevs been sent over Juns *rd. Advive Sxtension
7119, Stata, if e received®, =ent to Ad=lmal Tilewon Braum,
as rer penelled notation MAsk Aipiral Erasm if he haa®,

711/ 4L
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
AIMIRAL LEAHY

Wmt do you think?

F. D. R,

-
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July 11, 1944

MEMORANDUM_FOR TIUR PRESIDENT

The favorable progress on the Eastern, Western and
gSouthern fronts recalls a suggestion made in a nemorandum
ﬁn June 3, 1944 regarding a tripartite statement %o the '
German Army, You anil your assoolate heads of Covernment
may deem it advisable to give thias further consideration
at this atage. For that reason a revised draft,
shortened and broucht up %o date, is attached,

If Churchill and Stalin are agreeable to the 1idea,

I would -queil that the views of the Mussian and Anglo=
Amerioan military leaders be obtained both as to timing
and substance,

Enolosure}
Draft statenent,

eih ' REGRADZD ULCLASSIFIED
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Boldiers of Germany, attention' Our assaults from
the East, West and South continue relentlessly and with
ever inereasing force. HNew blows will fall.

Your defeat lg inevitable. In your hearts you know
this is true. You know that you have nothing to hope for
from prolonging the struggle. Nothing you can do ean
change the outcone.

Your Nazi leaders led you into war to satisfy theilr
lust for power and conquest. They told you it would be

" a qQuieck and easy victory. You know now how wrong they
were. You marched across Europe - to Narvik, to Bordeaux,
to Stalingrad, to Alamein. That was long ago. Since
then you have begun to feel the forece of our overwhelming
power. JYour homes are smoking ruins. Your comrades have
dled. You who have escaped from Russia, from Afriea, from
Italy, from Normandy, have known the long and bitter road
of defeat. Where does that road end? You know the
answer. It ends in erushing, total defeat, and in your
own homeland.

Every German life lost from now on, soldier or eivilian,
18 a needless loss., You who will die will dle without hope,

without
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without falth in your cause. For what?

Your only escape lles in unconditlonal surrender.

Soldiers of Germany, what fate awalts you and your
gountry when you lay down your arms?

We promise you nothing. Germany has made terrible
and disastrous mistakes. Germany must atone for the
wanton deatruction of lives and property che has caused.
That atonement will be hard. The false philosophy of
Nazilem, whose falslty, evil and futility must be now
be very clear to you, must be totally destroyed. I
repeat, we promise you nothing, but I tell you agaln
certain fundamental things.

The Allled leaders - Stalin, Churchill gnd I - have
made it abundantly clear that we do not seek the destrue-
tion of the German people. I repeat, we do not seek the
dultruutlun of the German people.

We seek the goal of human freedom, for all msn - =
greater true liberty - intellectual, political and
religious; and a greater justice, soclal and economie.

We seek a world in which all men may live and work together
in freedom and in peace. In that free and peaceful world,
Oermany, in due time and as she makes and proves herself
worthy, will have her place.

Until
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Until you cease your hopeless fight, until your
leaders surrender unconditionally, the blows of the
Amerieans, the British, the Russians and our associates
will insreass in number and in inteneity by land, by
sez and by alr untll our insvitable vlotory 1s complete.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
"
o WASHINGTON
May 351, 1944,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRRTARY OF STATE!
Whet do you think of this?
F.D.R,

ecret leste» S0 the Pres,, f-0UA- H’ e v} i
"lre> Cavia, ~esurnin~ attached no Je from
Trﬁ-ﬂ,—:_.c:{“ -l__, 19:' G_—--{.“-‘{_Gﬂ ﬁf -..J‘:_"c“'?t' - r\f"
serienlture, 6-5-LL, addressad %o I'TS.
Pacsevels, ''ith encicosed sus-estion Tor
etctement Lo the »eovlies suslaved J' jictatr™s.
~5hnehed 1s corment %o MMr. Cavis, 22 fr»on

“allece Cerrcll,

B i
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WASHINGTON
May 22, 1944
MEMORANDUM
Tos Mr. Elmer Davis, Director

From: Wwallace Carroll, Deputy Director, OB

There are some good points in this memorandum but it is
unsuitable for our use for the fellowing ressons:

1. It lumps together the Cermans, Japs, and our Allies in
occupied countries. It would therefore cause bitter
resentrent among the lattar.

2. It outlines a very "soft" line to the enemy countries.
For instance, it promises the enemy peocple that they
will live in "dignity, honor, prosperity, and freedom."
Most of the United Nations would be unmwilling te subscribe
to that.

3. It draws a very sharp distinction between the enemy people
and the Fascist® This is a very controversial subject and,
agein, it would arouse objection.

4. It promises relief as promptly as possible to enemy peoples.
This runs counter to the UNRRA agreement.

5, It says that the Cermans and Jeps will first be allowed to
resstablish their own industry and agriculture and only then
will they be expected to ald in the reconstruction of
devastated countries. What a howl this would raise!

There are other criticisms which I could make but I think the
forepoing shows that it is not a practical matter to proceed with at the

present time.
*J Co <
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The president sSay

s to file.

SIR

. 2l




FRAMOLEY 0L ROCSEVELY LIAARYT

OFFICE OF WAR INFORMA
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

REFRCCUCED TRGHM HOLDSHGS

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTORN

Lay 2L, 19LL
DECLASSIFIED
The Pmaidm Etuio Dept. lettor, 1-11-72
By Date S aal
Dear Mr. President: .

I return the enclosed suggestion with the
comments of the head of our European propaganda, in which I
concur, However, while this program seems unsuitable, I
thoroughly agree with Mr. Ezekiel as to the urgent need of
some statement to the German people, telling them as pre-
cisely as possible what would and what would not be done
to them after the unconditional surrender of their armies.
No matter how severe it might be, if it were only precise
it would be likely to shorten the war in some degree, and
thereby save un unpredictable but probably considerable
number of American lives.

I recognize that it might be easy to shorten
the war by soft terms which would save thousands of lives
now, at the cost of hundreds of thousands in the next war
which soft terms would make inevitable; and that no such
solution would serve the national interest. Nevertheless
I am convinced that even hard terms, if clearly stated, would
go far to counteract Goebbel's propaganda of strength through
fear. The cry in the fall of 1918, you remember, was "Better
a terrible end than endless terror." There must be Germans,
and they will increase in number, who would feel that way
again if they were assured that the end, though terrible
enough and final so far as their military power was concerned,
would be something else than the complete obliteration which
Gobbbels predicts.

Very respectfully,

G LT FTrnA

Elmer Davias
Iirecter

Attachment y
=
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subjeet: Possible Statement to the German Army

Since recelving your memorandum of May 18, we have
been gilving constant study to the question of a statement
deslgned to weaken the German wlll to resist.

We feel strongly that some such etatement should be
issued, General Eisenhower feels likewlse. Ambassador
Phillips, who has given conslderable thought te 1t, has
recently submitted a draft prepared Jjointly by him,

Mr. Sherwood and officers of General Eisenhower's staff
and placing more emphasls on military factors. We have
accordingly prepared a new draft, which takes into account
Mr. Phillips' and other suggestions and which 1s directed
specifically at the German Army. A copy is enclosed'
herewith for your consideration.

If this statement meets with your approval, we would
suggest submitting 1t to the Prime Minister and probably
also to Stalin. We feel it would be wise to invite tnem to
Join with you in making it or to follow 1t wilth statements
of thelr own, as they may think best. We reallze, of course,
that & Russien call for the Germen Army to surrender would
not have much appeal but Stalin might coneider such a
message by you alone or by you and Churchill as an attempt
to lighten only the task of our Armles in the west.

¥e belleve the best timing for the statement would be
as soon after D-Day as substantial progress has been made
on the various fronts.

Enclosure: ;/
Drarft etatement.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE = ' ihf#,# .
Lr.I‘ _.:_

WASHINGTON [

AL,
June 3, 1944 .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Bubject: Pgssible Statement to Germany

Before Mr. Hull left yesterday he handed me your
memorandum of May 31 enclosing Elmer Davis' letter of
the 24th and the statement prepared by Mr. Ezeklel, all
of which I return herewith. While there are some good
points in this statement, we are inclined to agree with
the points of criticism made by the OWI officials. 1In
addition, in view of our understanding of the British
reaction to the statement recently submitted to the
Prime Minister, 1t would seem to be clear that they
would consider this statement "too soft".

We have for some time been giving serious thought
to the whole question of a statement to Germany and
I will be sending you almost immediately a separate
memorandum on thia subjeoct.

Enclosures:
As stated above.

"ok
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
July 26, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Reaction in Irag to Republican
Plank Regarding Palestine.

I belleve that you will be interested in the attached
paraphrase of a telegram from our ldnister in Baghdad,
Loy Henderson, summarizing conversations which he has had
with members of the Iragqi Government regarding the Palestine
plank in the Republican platform. (This plank is similar
to that Just adopted by the Democratic Convention end in
effect provides for free immigration into Palestine and the
oreation there of a Jewlsh State.)

You will note that while the Iraql Government eppre-
clates the fact that a party platform is not the same as a
Government policy, the Cabinet decided to ask Mr. Henderson
to inform us that the Iraqi Government is deeply concerned
lest the Zionists take advantage of the political situation
in this country to commit both major parties to a course
;hi;h.WDuld not be in accord with the war aims of the United

ations.

I have no doubt but that the reaction inm the Arab world
to the Democratic plenk on Palestline will be similar, and in
view of the strateglc importance to us of the Near East, I
believe that it would be advisable for leaders of both parties
to refrain from making statements on Palestine during the
campalgn that might tend to arouse the Arabs or upset the pre-
carlous balance of forces in Palestine 1tself.,

Enolosura: [14 ik "

Paraphrase of
telegram no. 167,
dated July 18, 1 p.m.,
from Baghdad.

e e —————————————
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PARAPLRASE OF TELEGRAM RECLIVID

/ FROMS ALLYOATION, Dachdad
- T0: CSecrotary of State, Vashington
DATED: July 18, 1944, 1 pem.
LULEBiR: 167.

On July 15 I was told by the Foroelpn !dnlstar, ond on
July 16 by the irime lilnistor, that tho inscrtion of a Zion=-
ist plan: in tho platform of tho Republican larty hod par=
turbod tho membors of tho Govarnnont of Iraq and that it was
tholr hope that the truoc sentiments of tho largo nunbor of
United States oltizens who aro mombors of tho Ropublican
Tarty wero not o::{;rasﬁnﬂ in this plank, I was told by the
linister for Foroirn Affairs that there had boen a disccusscion
of this matter in the Iraql Cabinet, that a decislon had been
roached to ban the publicatlion of this iteom at lcast for tho
time being in tho local press so as not to atir up any rescnt-
ront and that tho Cobinet had selectod him to male tho surrestion
that I inform my Govarament of' the Iraql Covernont's deop con=
corn leot by taldng advantaroe of the internal political situs=
tion in tho Unlted Stutes tho Zioniots nmisht bo succosnful in
coxltting both of tho leadins .merican political partics to
a course of aotion which would not conforn to the prineiples
for which tho Unitod lations ore waging var,

Mthough, as the Foreipn Ministor pointed out, it was
aprrociated t.ﬂut. tho political partica in the United Stutos
did not speak for the Covernnent and that a party platforn
wag quito anothar thing from a policy of tho Government, it
woas folt that commitnonts mado boforo tho olectlon misht

influonce tho Governmcnt's policlea following the clection.

It wns the convietlon of the Iraql Covernment that the
maintonanco of truly friandly rclations betweon Great Iritain
and the United Statos on the ono hand and tho /Srab countries
on tho othor was ilmportant to the devolopmont of the Jrabd
world. It was the polliey of the Governnent of Irag to culti-
vato tlioso relations assiduously. If, howover, the jmorican
end Lrltlsh Covernmonts under tho prossure of (lonist schemors
viere to turn over Tuleastine to Zlonist control, it would bLe
inmpossible for any Iraql Covernment to sten tho wave of 1n-
dignation which would arise gpontancously in Iraq., Speakling
franldy, tho Foreipgn lMinistor added, ho felt that all that
bad Leen accompliohoed in eroating frlendly rolations bLetweon
the Unitod States and Creat fritaln and Iraq would instantly
be dootroyed.

Since
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J//;f Since thore wos no pground for a protest, the !UAnister
Tor Forelpn Affairs remarked, he was not nak a protest

tut he felt it to be his duty to express the concern which
ho ond his colleopues felt and to inform the Covernmecnt of
tho United Statos of the sorious character of tho probloms
/ vihich tho Government of Iraq would face if the Republican
pro=iionist plank wore to become the policy of the Covern-
mont of the United States.

In thanking the linister for his frankmess, I pointed
out that he had boan quite correct in drawing a dlstinetion
] botweon Government pollicies and party platforms cnd that I
hopod his Government would bear in mind that in the United
Stotes thore 1s no ono oxecopt the Covermment who spoaoks for
the Government of the United States. I also expressed the
hopo that nolther the Iraql press nor the Iraql Government
ghould become unduly excited durings tho coming campeipgn at
] utterances which would be made. In meking this latter ob=-

: cervation, I made it clear that I had no intention of im-
plylng that I was glving any Intimation of whoat micht eventual-
ly be tho Yalestine pollioy of tho Amorlcan Government., Vhat
thet polliecy would be I did not lmow, and I doubted whether
anyone else in the United States knew ﬁmoisuly- In any
event, I added, at the prosont time lalestine policy was not
being elther formulated or carried out by the United States.

HEIDERSON
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