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Subject: ~ar CrimAa 

The British are urgil\8 a m· etin~ in London ~L\',"on 
official$ of this De<Jarl.:tent', the V'ar De~arld.·ml, ar.d 
the Briti•h Gove!n~ent in an effort to iron out a n~ooer 
of questions relating to war cri~es. 

On February 14 Actil18 ~ecrewy r.rev: sent t. lettor 
to Joe O..vies in tiel'! York exprecaiJ18 the hoJl'! th•t he 
~ouli be able prca?tly to IDilte his conteupl.atad tri;> on 
this sa.-,e subject. The next 110rning a lette.r ..-as re­
ceived fl"OfJ hi.a, which crossed ..a. CN' 's in t~e ::ail, 
stat~~ that he would be tied up for several •eeks on 
account of illness. 

A general pro/Jl'U for the handlinr of t.?r crir.es ""• 
the subject of conferences bot<ccn officids of this De­
;>arllllent, the liar Dep·rt..'ll<lnt, the Attorney Genertl, and 
Judqe Rose"""" !)rior to your deoarture for Yalta. T'oeir 
reco~enrlations were , I think, laid before you. ~he oro­
oosals contemplate<! the setUnp, U!> of en inlern•tion&l 
tribunal for t he purpose of tryinr, the princi >•>1 C~1·-an 
le~t~lel'~ and t.l-teir associl\tcs for joint o&rt ici.><>tion in 
a broad criminal entert>ri<te and l8yinr. \J-,e fo::.ner.tion for 
subr.eouent t rials of me!Ubero of the Gc&t.::.?Q, S!J, etc . , on 
charges of co~plicity in the baaic orL<inal ~~~~. They 
~lso conte~oleted the tril\l of individual~ . or in~ividual 
atrocities. The subsenucnt triolo •ould tak~ olcce o.:ore 
occu<>atioo or other a;>~ropriate tribunele. I uneersbnd 
this plan was not discussed at Yalta . 
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In ao much ns the wr.r crimes prOf.r81.1 is tr.ore or 

less bOI!Hed do'Rn and l n aa a.uch as we hllve assurec-1 t he 

public thAt. Yle h11ve ilef 1nite t>lnns in mind , ·::e should 

take !)roml)t steps to '!et thini?.B movinf, in the riP,ht 

i! irection. 

Jud'!e Rosenwm i<J well informed on the subject. 

I sup,.est that you authonze the Dep-rtl;,en t to have 

him look int.o the y. hole sit.uat.ion in London and discuss 

\.he ~rooosed 9llln and other current q~estions relating 

t.o t~ar crinles '-ith the Brit.ish officnls. 

I also su"gest. t.hat t t.e te;:>artJent be aut:-tor i zed 

to ascert.!lin whether the Secretary of i'iar ma.t not desire 

to have someone from his teyar~r.ent j oin Judge Rosenman 

in t he d iscussions. 

!Jay I have your &,Jproval. 

Acting Secretary 
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LI:?.:JOHAtiDli/J FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Lol':dermilk Project 
for Pelcstino. 

Information has r oached us that the Zionists intend 
to ask you to endorse tho so-called Lo,·dermilk project 
for the develo~ment of Palestine, This project, Ehich 
is described in a recent book entitled Palestine, Land 
of Promise by Dr. Walter Clay Lov;dermilk of the Uni tad 
States Department of Agriculture, proposes the estab­
lishment of a Jordan Valley Authority on tho model of 
the TVA, with the object of making it possible for 
Palestine to absorb at least four million Je~ish refu­
gees. The author, who is Assistant Chief of the Soil 
Conservation Service of the Depnrtr\ent of Agriculture, 
bas mace it plain that his plan r epr esents his orm 
personal views and does not have the bac.king of the 
Government. The project has, hor:ever, been heartily 
endorsed by the Zionists, who have not failed t o stress . 
the fact that tho author is promi nent in our own Govern­
ment ' s reclamation work. 

Quite apart from the foreign policy implications, 
•.ve have some intoresting comtlents r egarding the Lowder­
milk projoct, b~sed on the view of scientists resident 
L• Pnlcstine, from one of our officers in the field, 
showil.::; that froc a purely technical standpoint there 
are serious obstacles t o the plan. I thought that 
you •ould want to know this. 

-


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004

