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sarch 17, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Var Crimss

The British are urging a m-etins in London betveen
officials of this Decartuent, the Var Devartusent, and
the British Government in an effort to iron out a nuwiter
of questions relating to war crimes.

On February 14 Acting Secretary Crew sent & letter
to Joe Davies in New York expreszing the hope that he
would be able promptly to make his contemplated tris on
this same subject. next morning a letter was re-
ceived from him, which crossed ir. Grev's in the mail,
stating that he would be tied up for several weeks on
account of illness.

A peneral program for the handling of war crises was
the subject of conferences between officisls of this De-
partuent, the Wer Depcortment, the Attorney Genersl, and
Judge Rosenman orior to your devarture for Yalta. Their
recommendations were, I think, laid before you. The oro-
nosals contemplated the setiing up of an international
iribunal for the purpose of trying the orineiml Gerwuan
lenders and their associates for joint sartieisation in
& broad eriminal enterprise and laying the foundation for
subseouent trials of members of the Geztzpo, S5, ete., on
charges of complicity in the basic crizinel slan. They
also contemplated the trial of individuals _or individual
atrocities. The subsequent trials would take olace Lefore
cccupation or other appropriate tribunals. I understand
this plan was not discussed at Yalta.
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In as much as the wer crimes prograu 1s wore or
less bopged down and 1in as nuch as we have assured the
public that we have definite plans in mind, we should
take orompt steps to get thines moving in the right
direction.

Judse Rosenman is well informed on the subject.
[ sugrest that you authorize the Deprriuent to have
him look into the whole situation in London and discuss
the pronosed plan and other currert quesiions relating

to war crimes with the British officials.

I also surgest that thte Lepartient be authorized
to ascertzin whether the Secretary of Var uay not desire
{0 have someone from his Dejariment join Judge Rosenman
in the discussions.

May I have your ajproval.

& T QULMW_

Acting Secretary
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January 4, 1945
WEJSORANDUY FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Lowdermilk Project

for Pelestine.

Information has reached us that the Zioniste intend
to ask you to endorse the so-called Lowdermilk project
for the development of Palestine. This project, which
ig described in a recent book entitled Palestine, Land
of Pronise by Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk of the United
States Department of Agriculture, proposes the esteb-
lishment of a Jorden Valley Authority on the model of
the TVA, with the object of meking it possible for
Palestine to absorb at least four million Jewish refu-
gees, The author, who is Assistant Chief of the Soil
Conservation Service of the Department of Agriculture,
has made it plain that his plan represents his own
personal views and does not have the backing of the
Covernment. The project has, however, been heartily
endorsed by the Zionists, who have not failed to stress.
the fect that the sauthor is prominent in our own Covern-
ment's reclamation work.

Quite apart from the foreign policy implications,
we heve some interesting comments regarding the Lowder-
milk project, based on the view of scientists resident
in Palestine, from one of our officers in the field,
showirz that from a purely technical standpoint there
are serious obstacles to the plan, I thought that
you would want to know this.
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