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Memorandum t or the President f'rom A. A. Berle-dated- October 23, 1939 _____ .;;...;._.._.;.~ 
Re-Intergpvernmental Committee on Refugees and the taking of 

Myron Taylor into camp by the British and the Fr ench-their 
views being that it they won the war there would be no 
refugee problem. 

See:Palestine folder-Drawer 1-1939 tor letter. 
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·DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AssiSTANT SECRETARY 

' December 20, 1939 

UEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Rererring to the proposed Christmas message 

to the Pope, designed t o be sent also to Jewish 

and Protestant leaders: 

The best candidate t or spiritual l eader or 

American Jewry that I can tind is Dr . Cyrus Adler, 

President ot the Jewish Theological Seminary ot 

America, Broadway and 123rd Street, New York City. 

As head or the outstanding J ewish Theological 

Seminary, he more nearly approaches theological 

leadership. 

The President or the Federal Couno11 or the 

Churches or Christ in America is Dr. George A. 

Buttrick. The address is 297 Fourth Avenue, 

New York City. 

~ . . . 
A. A. Berle, Jr. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ASsiSTANT SECRKTARY 

You w111 be 1ntorooted 1n t ho rollow1ng 4oopatch rrom 

tho Jow1oh Tolograph1o Agenor, wb.1ob roado 1n part ao tollo• •• 

1 Tbe Pree14ent 1 e action came ae a complete 
aurprlat to Je•l•b leadera here. At the Jew11b 
fheologlo.&l Sealn.ary 1 t ••• a aid tbat no one 
here bAd bAd •• , a4vance 1nltl1ng or llr. Roo .. -
Ytlt11 1nttnt1on and 1t ••• thoqht t hat even 
Dr . Adler, • bo baa not been part1o1p&t1ng 
aot1vtlJ 1n public atta1ra beoauae or h1o 111 
health, aa1 h&Ye been taken by aurprlee when 
be reoe1Ye4 the Prealdent '• c•••&&•· 

1Jew1ah leaders compared the peace action 
to the Pret14tnt•e propoaal t or the Evl &n ret ugee 
oonterenoo 1n 1937 1n tho ••1 1t apparontl7 had 
or1g1nated w1tb Mr. Rooaevelt himaolr and burst 
u_pon t hem without warning. How the Chief 
Executive oame t o ohooee Dr. Adler aa the repre­
aentatlvt ot the Jewish religion wat e1m1larlr 
not known, but 1t waa the oontenaut or Conaerva­
t 1Yt, Orthodox an4 Retorm Jewa &lite that no 
bette~ choice could baYe been aa4t. • 

It loolto &I though tho d1•1e1ono 1n tbo Jow1ob group 

h•Ye been IYOOIIItully n&Y1g&ted. 

C-0£: 
A. A. B., J r . 
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