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THr: SECRETARY OF STATE \ 

WAaHINO'rON 

January 7, 1938, 

Relative to Roumanian- J e"ish problem, in oy pre~s 

conference on January 6, in answer to a question, I 

sous ht broadly to set forth the support or this Govern­

ment of freedom of religion and equal treatmen t of 

religious and racial gro~s by every Governntent, end also 

a general reference to our doctr ine of non-intervention 

as follows: 

"A corresoondent said the.t there were cur1•ent 
'>reSB renorts· to t r e effect that the French nnd 
British Governments have protested over the treat­
ment accorded the Jewish people in Roumania, and 
asked whethnr t his Government has te~en any act ion . 
The Secretary replied that notwithstr~ding our 
policy of sup?ortinG such doctrines as freedom 
of religi on end equal treatment of those of dif­
ferent religions ns well e.s r aces , this Govern­
ment , standing as i t does tor the doctrine of non­
intervention in the domestic affaire of other na­
tions, exceot where rights of ita nationals are 
involved, i s not in a position to dep11rt from that 
doctrine in any case. The Secretery went on t o 
say that we are not unmindful of develooments 
in every part of the world as they relate t o 
treatment of minorities and we observe with close 
interest t he develop~ents in the instant case . • 

ijavin; thus stated our position in sunport or 

religious and r ncial grouos egninst unequal and unfair 

treatment 

,). 



treatment abroad, and havlnf referred to the f uot that 

t he doctrine of non- intervention prevented our inter­

vening ln the domestic affairs of other nations, the 

representative of ot~ Government then proceeds to keep 

in touch with the si tue.tion as set forth in the three 

dispatches which are attached hereto . 

You will observe that we can proceed more or less 

unofficially to keep in t ouch with the s1 tuation as our 

l>:inister is doing, without leaving t he Government sub­

Ject. to an ~fe.vorable reaction by t he Roumanian Gov­

ernment upon t he charge of intervention in her domestic 

affairs . 
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Sccrct•ry of State , 

We.ehington . 

1, January s , 3 p . m. 

GRAY 

Buch•r ut 

O~ttd January s , 1938 

Rcc 1d 6 :40 p . m. 

I had a_n 1ntcrv1cw with the Prime Minister this 

morning who told mt that Rumania waa in a state of 

w1ntcnsc national r£aurrEct1onn . Regarding intErnal 

~cfol~ he said that the ant!.Stmttie movement was 

responsive to the wish of the majority of Rumanians . 

SptcU"1cally he intends to divide the Jews into two 

categories {a) those who arc cttizcns and (b) thoar 

who arc not . The former will have to prove their 

c1t1zcnsh1p, and the latter muat leave the country . 

Their destination is not a co·nctrn of this Government . 

He will lay the entire matter before the League of 

Nations . 

'I 

The citl&tnship of other nationals will be re­

spected ond other powt~a have nothing to tear as Rumania 

dtai~ts cordial r£lat1ona with all . 

t.ly l.mprusion is that the Govcrnm~t is 1nt£nt1onalll' 

frightcntng 



L~lS 2-l.o . 1 , .tanuary 5 , ~ p . m., from Bucharest , 

frightcr in ; Jews 1nto lEaving thE country voluntarily 

and while strengthening its internal political situa­

tion it will proceed with ExtrEmE caution i n the formu­

lation snd execution of any concrEtE mEasurcs . Despatch 

follows . 

GUNTHER 

RB:SMS 

• 
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')R l1l ,~'\"l";,,Rt'Y ~' ln;•o(t 

Utu ' d 7 ~ .'·5 o . rn., 7l.h. 

:•, Jhnuur1 G, 10 a . m. (CI\AY) 

Hy Uo . l , .Jo,nunry &, ~ p .m. 
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'f" c !il)vt ... mtn"' has been tlow tn dra• 1nr. up concrete 
II:UUIU!"C. ln ~"'I~( or Ml"'H)r'Q\to thr CO"ttrary . The chang~ 
or ~r·vrrn1~ont wne oo :ntddtn t.hRt ! do not thlnk thtv hAd 
e.t ·r to 't<t"'""!\!l·~"'c nnv pr41tr3'!l ot.hn· than to "·okt tht 
w\tvl nut. or \.ht;. entl"" of '·ht iron eut.rd by occm.lnc: ~o t:-c 
• vLn "''• r• r:nt \l')t''l1L'1:.\c thr.an they . I hnvc talkcrt ot~ntn 
'" "''1w .,.\~l\ •t.c r rl"'L ~~tnt.,•.cr , the Mlnlatcr ror fl'or,lcn 
A'' tdr"!'t t•n•t co"!\t. ofC1c1nlo or the Yortiun Off1Cit ant! cun 

roln. ~o rn·occct! 1!"1 the "'"tt.r;r ,r the Jtwl' r:.ollt eautlnuGly . 

J: ":'I ""o "'!Vt 1. rua.,1'; yt'l"'C f"loc:t.rd "'O fturnan1n froM 

... , ..... 

.... awwaw ww• • 



_,._ t?. , .. !ln'.JI\!"Y - , lC n . n . I rr('t-:t '•uchflrtot . 

rv.>~Ul"\'.1~'' "' t rn-" r·t hr.:""•. ~~.· ''"" ... , r.or l"11"'1t;r"\l.iC')I"' 

rt ::• rl.r- ' 1• ••:' ~.r .. l '··· :"I I"' ot! "N·t~:· ! •m!' ~~- ~ ~r r.!dl1f"uJ 

IH)"IIf')'' '·,, Cl'• • 'f"'hol"'l. Whr.<o 'lhVL "\''' tl,! ... ll 'Y nl"t.ntriLfi 

u . ~ ur·,tl:·r.tlof! 1\1'1 f\1')1. un<'•r 1"\f'•l:.ich::r·l' ~en . 

- llnth: rot\t•u-.•1 l, hoL Lhc .ff"J""'r',lt.lC'n nr n t'O!t'llll:<d<•l' 

f.'1 l1 :-;~(,!rl'l"l•t. nnttou!"'ecd, tl' den\ with t.hc Jt.wll'h 

(l'ttrt~l')l\ or:hlch wtl, lneluch the H1n1st~.:r or Jm~tlcc nnrt 

th •- :a, , ... tc~· ot tlH. r •,ru•lN ', fflmn·ly one of the ltt1tlr,·:<" 

o!' t:hc · ntll"t•lnl l''"~a.nt rart.~· t:: ' l'"~-" 1 h1vr; also t3lkcd 

wlt~· ~nt! wfl·l )..tlS n .. !'nrcd I'll' that nt) 1llr.eal S~etton nor 

mtt ,.,'=''· !n o.eeord:mec wtt.h t he ~on::.t. i tution 1'1111 'be tnk cr .. 

Y.orcovu· I unt:cr3tRYid t.i1.rtt a.n ord c'r wi 1.1 be l:uucd 

rorbidrHnr: th .. toJcing of 1nf1cpcnrtcnt action by any 

"'ln1.1Jtt"' and p:t'ov1dca thnt any proposed aet1on mU!'\t bt 

su',rnlttcd to the CAbi net f or dcclnlon nf tcr u . h~~ ftrtt: 

l)c •• n p::.~sr.d upon l')•J thlt\ eornoi'11SS11)n . 

There munt Mvc bctn r ·,mc v ery wiltl at::o1'1CS in the 

cult.;('lidc prL":.I i t"1t'J:a in i"r"·"'~' 1 t il' sl'lic1 here ..... ere 

!fl'lltctou~1v lnsnll"Cd bv t)'tr. 11r:·t"\mtlc.l 71tult~eu(~) . 

·rht Jl1nt::t..cr for PoJ"tic;n ArC'l\ir":t lt.:nvr.:l tf'morrow n.i,~ht 

rl')r 1). •lny 1:'1 ahoo'.lnt• to whlch he tnv1tr.•l me but. wh'ch 1 

dtl"\) lncd , nnd then for Prt.t.ha nnd cvcntunll)' <; cncvn . It 

hnt been stl!ll -orrto•.nlly anno1mer.d by the P:-1mc Min\.Gtcr 

':"':.o.._ P"lrlia..~t:'lt 'Will be 1.1s~olvcd by ?tbl"'UAr'l ' 7 th 11nd 

~"" 
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' t "'' t n "" t.hrcat~ :.t<~ Ar~~crlGM owncc!. ('or 

·.•' n , l•1 f nc no c:--nroprl"'.t10nll whnt1ocvcr hnvt to~: en 
thrtc 

J')l t~Ct ~md tv en in the cooc or the nloalng of thc/Jtw13"\ 

con~roll ld ntw3papcr~ lt h~~ been made clear that proptrty 

rit•ht• w\11 bt rc•ptettd. ( CND ORAY) 

(vltJcntly there have bun reports th3.~ 

~~t:hovern.•unt 1::1 movlnr. vr.·;; r~ridlJ' tow:t.rd the Rome-
' 

ro;L~l\'1 •utl.s . ::tth thlr I d., r.)t cl"'ncur . .. v 1•prccz1on 

l~ '"h"l to t.httt tif)Vtrn..,tnt.1 (tcllug that. Prcnch polle1ca 

t1Q .. 01. Ot~tl1 C(ll"'rllt,.tt ~I'CUrlt.)'1 dt,.ltl:l (rf(ndly rtlat':ona 

wt·~ ~1\ ~~t w\11 wor~ r~r nn radical ehangc and •111 

l•rcbnbly ~ontinuc I'JD tl member or the Lcagut or fflltion& . 

,.ll'ln 1 ~1av£. a feeling t.hat the Klnt. h.'ll ooncludtd that the 

f'll' tlltn t 1o not n bt?.d Umc to glvc nnt1t'lnA11om a llttlt 

ron' and better to try 1~ out now with thl.s govtrnmc~t 

OUKTUER 
.,. 



THI WHITC HOUSE 
W Att41MGTOH 

lm!O!!Ulltlll lOR 

niE 8IGIIZ!.un' OF 8!.\ft 

I oboul4 muoh 11~1 to s ot tho 
followi~ thouaht, unofflolallT and 
•off tho rooor4•, to Kr. 8oo~ ln 
Poland. 

•Tbo Pree14ont baa olwaye felt 
aall.' ... lott.,ol..,;.a.tc porooiUil atfootlon and 
fr1oD4ah1p for t ho Pollob nation and 
OoverDQtDt evor e1noo ho wa.e able 
to bolp tho PolUb troopl ln tho 
11orl4 war; ~o toolo t het be oon, 
aa on ol4 fr1en4, ""6811\ bll 41.,. 
appOlntmont at tho Polloh rooor4 of 
thl paat -~. 

He approol atoo full .)' the 
hlot orlo and raol ol pOol tlon of 
Poland 1n oonnooUon with tho Teoohon 
aroa. Bo kDo .. that Poland had 
nerr right to waoot 1D a q\Jiot 
an4 fr1on41)' w:r that tho Pollah 

•• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA8HINGYON 

-a-
majority 1D tbe Teaohen diatriot 
aboUld be treated in aooordanoe 
With the aame general principle 
aa the German major1ty 1n the 
Sudeten area. But be did not 11ke 
what oame very oloee to being a 
threatening att1tud8. n ret~inded 
him o! a fight between a very big 
boy end a very 11tUe boy. '1he 
big boy bad the 11ttle boy on tbe 
ground and a third boy atepped 
forward and kioked the 11 tUe boy 
in the Uomaoh. All the English 
would aay - "That 1an1 t or1oket•. 

F. D. R. 

' . 
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H£ 8£CR£TARY 

MeaorAn4um tor the Prea1dent 

I herewith enoloce proposed 

pr eae relea•e on the Jew11h queetlon 

by the Department ot State on tomorrow, 

prov14ed i t motte yo~r 8pproval . 

• • 



VU W UVl" .LV 1 .1.V.:to • 

Within the past few daya thta Government baa raoeive4 a 

v\ • \ • largo nut1ber ot tel egrams and lettero trom individualo and 

tY\ _ organization& io tbe lhlited Stateo concerning tho Paleetino 

;I altuation, with particular roterence to tbo roportea poaai -

~~~~ bil1ty of the eppl1oat10D by the Bri tiah Governmem. or a new 

policy with roapoot to tbat country. It is obViously 1m-

practicable to reply separately to the many oommunioatione 

which have been received and this atntemont ia therefore 

being 1asued 1n lieu or individual answers . 

AB 1a well known tho American people have tor many years 

taken a oloae interest in tho development or th e low1sh National 

Hone in Palestine. Beg1n.n1,ns w1tti Preo.ident Wilson each succeed .. 

1ng President has on one or more ooc.aa1ona expressed his own 

interest in the idea ot a National Bomo and his pleasure at the 

progress made 1n its establishment. A111er1oan eympethy in a 

Jewish Homeland 1n Palestine wne rurtber manifested by the 

Joint Resolution or con~ess signed by the President on Septan­

ber 21, 1922, recording the favorable attitude or tho lhlitod 

States tov.•o.rd such a Somoland. I n .submitting the resolution 

tho House Committee on Foroigo Affairs reported that it : 

"expresses our moral interest in and our favorable 
attitude to'lm.rd the establiabment 1n Palestine ot 
a National Home ror the Jewish people. It commits 
us to no toreign obligation or entanglement." 

It is in t he light ot this interest that the .4Jiler1can 

Oovernment ~nd people have watched with the keenest sympathy 

t he development in Palestine of the national Homo, a project i n 

which American intellect and capital have played a leading role. 

On several occasions this Government t::ae bro1.1gbt 1 ts views 

regording the rights of the United States and its nationals 

in Palestine to the attention ot the British Government. Aa 

recently as 193'7 a tormal exchange or correspondence took 

place and the rollor.ing self- explanatory paragraph i o quoted 

tro~11 the concluding note dated Augu.st 4, 1937, commu.nicated 

by the Aoerican Awba&sador 

in 
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i n London to the British Poreign Ottice: 

"In expraeaing satietoction and appreciation 
tor the aaauranceo rurniahad that IUe Jo~ajeetr•e 
Conrnment intends to keep the United States CoYern­
ment tully intor~>ecl or any propooda wbicb IIIII.)' be 
mads to the Oouno1l or the League or llo.tiODI tor 
the aoditioation or the Palestine W&ndate, I am 
1n•truote4 to r•quoat tbat tbeee propoaala may 
be oollllliWlicated to my 0oni'Dl:1ent in ample U• 
to enable it to determine Wbat, it any, obserYa­
tiona 1t may duire to make w1 th e Yiew to the 
preservation or uerioan rights in Palestine." 

It io expected, therefore, that thio Government will 

han an opportunity to oubiDi t ito rtewo to tbe British 

Government with respect to any changes atteoting American 

rights wbiob may be proposed in tbe Paleoti ne llandate. 

These rights, which are defined by the AJI>erican-Britisb 

~nndate Convention or Treaty or December ~. 1924, comprise 

non-d1aor1minatory treatment in matter• or oommeroo, non­

impairment or vested AJI>ericen property r1 ~ts , pera.\as1on 

tor American nationals to establisb and maintain educational, 

philanthropic and religious i n.etitutions in Palestine , sate-

guarda with respect to the Judiciary, and, in general, 

equality ot treatment with all other toroign national s . 

Tile rights ot the Ullited States in connection with o.ny 

changes in the teru or the Palestine l.!andate are oat torth 

in Article 7 of tile above -mentioned 'l'reaty, wllich reads aa 

follows: 

"Notb1ng contained in tbe present Connntion 
sllall be a~reoted by any modification wbloh may 
be mnde in tile ter~s ot the mandate , as recited 
above, unless such modification shall have boon 
assented to by tbe United Sta tea. • 

This article is substantially identical with correspond­

ing artiolea included in eigllt other existing agreements 

concluded by this Oovernmant with respect to tbe CIIIJ>dated 

territories or Syria Olld the Lebanon, tonner carman islands 

in the North l'ocitio, •'renoh Cnmeroono, French Togoland, . 

llolgian !iaot Africa, Br1 t1sh Cameroons, ori tisb .laet Africa 

and 
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and British Togolano,. llone or tbesa uticleo empower tha 

Government or t he United ~tatea to prevent the modification 

of the tenna of any or the mandates. Under t heir provis1ons, 

however, this Government can decli ne to recognize ti'B vali di t y 

or tho application to American interes ts or any modificati on 

or t he mandatee unless such modification has been assented 

to by the Government or tho United States . 

It is the .ilepartmant •s understanding that the Palestine 

Partition Commission , which was appoint ed some months ago to 

make recommendations with respect ~o partition, will make 

its report to the British Government at tpe and or this 

month and that no decision will be reached by t hat Govern­

ment on the subject until arter an opportunity has bean bad 

to give consideration to that report. In reply to a question 

in the ttouse or Commons on October 6 , 1938, ~. ~oDonald, 

British Colonial Secret ary , is reported to have stated that 

the llouse or Oommons would not be in the position or havi n& 

to confirm or r eject a decision already taken and put into 

operation but would have an opportunity of considering the 

policy before it was adopted and put i nto operation by the 

British oovernment . 

The .ilepartment will , or course , continue to follow the 

situat ion cl osely and will take all necessary measures fo r 

the protection of American rights and interests in Palesti ne . 



OEPARTTIIENT OF STATE 

TH E SEC R ETARY 

October 21 , 1938. 

ME;.iORAIIDim FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I herewith return your memorand~ ot 

October 17 wlth attached data on t he 

refugee problem. 

benet1t ot lt. 

I am glad to have the 

• • 

J 
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~~.u.,\U. a:J :.ats~ton, ... au ... t uo .. try tO (;Ct on "U.h t.t.-.: Job, 

o tu l4 n .. ~ .. y .. s :;oon dl pct-..sH•le . t um t.o s~c LoN ':''nt••rton 

hll'\1\tt. t.hld \.tJI•IQr roY: . ' .. ho 1)rvl1ltm seo1t1U to uv ubuut .. a .. ope­

it fi.:>ly iu..oJlu.l •lt: tos it uid . I have u nwnbcr of f!n.uw:tal 

schc.a.t..s , lout uont. 1n which I have eonfichtuce . Hor ao I now 

&r.ett!Er the 00VC':"n£1ent ,.111 K1V~ ~ the effttc\.1ve f.UjJ~tt 

\fhich I nocd . Kennedy t1.0U' LlC that. th,. 01·1 t.ish ••ilJ. do uvth­

int; unl&J~ t.h~ lu.lt:ricbn 0\)VI.it'tu.it:!rtt will C\)1\tribute ,s..,IIIIH,hiuc; 

;K>Sit.1vt,;. 1 taW tile)' nave cont.riuutcd n~thina yet t.rut .,.OI'dH . 

In ., t.at .. :.uh( a· :..c I rui:l( \0 C\IIIV IJUt or l.i11S bciventur~? I 

c. • .m ' t. l<nott . I hiD L'tt.t;A(PO in¥ surt or dett'clive tiu'i!.l~r 

COI\Vt'll't~~ .. tions with a Conv11andor Cocit..1Un1 h tnj'Gt~1·1ous tn,ulit\hlll.&.m 

from herUn, , .. hO cluius to tw.vc cnor&.~~ous inflUl:'I'ICC \11 th the 

(.j;{azis -1\V t,.,..,t, il(! can out turuut;h u f1n..ne1al .:.cltCQG . lkt 

-. .. ,.ts to b. pu1G !'or :..is a,orvices . A buaatM rout:h cu.,t~r 

or tu~ u.dvuut.urer tfptE . I Sh\lulo .,ay no ktt.ention ~o hi• . 

uu\. Lord ~:ittt.urtun ~nd t.ne t r r;asur y ;lt.tOplu tell r.ltt ::.lwt. t 

w.u:a. tCJ.<fl hilA ti{!Tiously, ~1. l.JKJY don 1 t. t.oll lllC 'tohy. Lurd 

-; 1nhrtt.>n tttnt """'rd t,.ut tl1i:- fello1r WillS ustfu.l LO l.he !>1·tht' 

r.ani:.t."'·r tu ht& net;otil.tions . All tnc~• CA~C:l'leucc:s Y'vUld 

hP very ~ot1i11Ult.ting, .-ru1 oxcJ t.inc - I SUt>fiOSct t.hoy n.re 10 .. 

t•u t \.hey if.re •eurin.G: hOd I tthOul(l. be tlOr O chuua•rul if I .. ud 

\J1W !"~c• cwrd or trUII!' in the 1"-t.na I f.i&VO t.9 plby . 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016

