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From Swumer Welles
Feb. 10=1838%
Encloses copy of telegram which was sent to
Myron Taylor and George Rublee from Hull in

e ——
regard to the Program of Emigration which

the German Governnent indicated 1ts willingness »

to carry oub.
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iAbtoches tuwo ctoterents ol the Critieh

o the Jevishe=i‘uleatine sltuation

precornanied by an analysis of tlioir

proposala. Pres. »only to Thll of nary 17, 1239
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bubjeot: Memorandum of conversntionn batwaon
ilonoreble Humilton Fish nnd Franoh
Minlaters or Porelgn AfCeirs nnd
Colonion,

The Honorable

The Seoretary of State,

Washington, D.C.
Eir: .

I have the honor to refer to the Departnent's
elreular telegran of swmst 31, 2 P.,, romuesting a Mull
report on the recent mctivitles of the Honorable Vanilton
¥ish and his contnotn with govermment officiale, and
to enclore a menorandun of comversations whiah iy, Fish
hed on Ausuot L0 lant with !, Georges Honnet, 'inister of
FPorelen Affalirs, and !, Georgen Yendel, Minfister of
Colonioa,

“r. ¥leh hed noked me to supply en interpreter

in conneetfon with thesa comversntions, and in cormlisnee
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with his recuont, I sent ny Counsnelor of lnbassy with
wim for this purpose. I requentod Mr, Murphy to preparo
the enclosed memorandun of these conversations.

As fer an I know, those sre the only contacts made by
My, Fish with French officials during his stay in Paris.

Respeoctfully yours,

(SIGNED) WILLIAM C. BULLITT.

%illian C. Bullitt.

Lpnolosure:

1. Memorandum dated Aug.l0,1900.

In triplicate

RIM/FP



Enclosure §fl to Despatch No.
dated Ssptetber b, 1939,
from the BEmbassy in Paris.

Paris, Aupust 10,1989,

MEMD I DUM

At the /mbassndor's direcotion, I acoonpanied Mr.
Hemilton Fish to the Forelmm Offloe mnd wa wers roceived
by M. Bonnet and M., Jules Henry at four o'oloeok.

Mr. Fish explained to the Miniater that he had come
to Zurope es the Prealdent of the Jnerioan delegntion
which will partioipatsa in the meeting of the Inter-
parliamentary Union st Oolo om Aupgust 15. MHe gaid that
ke denired to talk to !, Fonnot on A nuastion that wnan
close to hin heart, namely, the refumese problem. Mr.
Fish seid that i1t was his plen to addreass the Inter—
parlinmentary Union on this subjeet, He ropreosented, he
eald, a group in the United Gtates, whom he did not
deserlibe further, who wera interssted in the larger
aonects of the refusgee problem: not ap it relatsd to
any partiouler type of rofugsoe, but smbracing all types.
Ile emphupized that he was not of Jewlsh blood and wns not
more interestod in the Jewiph refugees than in the
Spanloh or others, le mentionad hia interest in the
Balfour Resolution as & result of whioch apnroxinotely
four hundred thousand Jows wore sbhle to settle in
Pealeatina. Ha u:!jtlurutu-ud that Palesatine would not be
able to shsorb more beoause of the Arnb nueation,

The Conrresspan axplained furthor thnt he hnd hed
nn interenting tnlk with Lod Melifnx resardlines an lden

Felar gnwy el




pwe—

adyanoed by a private Amerienn group who authorized the
Conrressman to npeak in thelr bohalf, looking to the
polonization of the area nouth and weat of Take Tohed
with Zuropean refugecs on land %o be provided by Oroat
Aritain and France, tho oclonization to ba Tinanoed by the
Amerionn group. Lord Halifax promised to give tho plan
pareful study, and oeid he would take it up with Hr.
ingDonald, Hinister for the Colonies., To be parfectly
frunk, he nlso plenned a aimiler dinoussion with Herr von
#ibbentrop, and if posoible with Herr Hitler.

Mr. Fish said that he was really not interesated in a
plecensal treatment of the matter. He gontemplated o
swaeping sttanck of the sntire problem on & large soalo,
For example, Mr. Fisk had rocontly mode si wrrangsemant
with President Trujillo of Hanto Domingo, under which
Sante Uomingo weives tho five hundred dollar head tex in
ravor of one thousand refugees. Hr. Fish eold that was
g1l very fins, but what he 1s interestod in now is the
plan which will dispose of spproximately 2,000,000 or
=,000,000 persong, He puggested that the problem must
we of vital importance to Frence; that it is up to Great
Britaln and Trance to nake aveilnble Tor this purpose
guitable loand from thelr oolonial posmsssions in Afrioa.
The Amerionn group, he sald, ins convinead that the
territory which he lan desoribsd would bo mont muitnbla.
Tt 4in not a questlon of money n& the Americen group will
make synilable smple funds, as muoh ns one hundred nillion
dollara. Thnt is needed is guitable lend. lr. Tish
anid that the United Stntes had dono nll it could and
wapn necontins refuposs fTom Zurops wt the rrte of 040,000
rrmusilr. It oould abeord no NOT0.
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Y, HBonnet replied to the effuat that naturnlly he
hond given attentive aund aympathotie study to the rofugon
problem, In faot, he in President of the French Corminaion
dealing with that problem. Mr. Fish's sugpmestion, he
thought, would be more properly ome for his eollengun,
M. Mnndel, Minister of Colonies. Me nhould aay howaver,
that Mr, Piah's thought wae nmost intaresting and thot he
perscnolly would be gled to co-operats to the oxtent of
his facilitiens,

Ur. Fish omphasized that, of coursn, him visit wam
intended merely am an infornal and porsonnl sounding,
and in no eense nn official propesal. He mlso stresned
the point that his interest extended to refugnos of nll
denominntions end was not limited to Jewlsh refugess.
TMersonally, he had no Jewlah blood,

¥r. Fish seid further that as ¥, Bounect had boen kind
anough te recelve him, it might be of interest ror . :
Fish to meke refsrence to the neutrality lepislation which
had besn pending in the congress during the pwst months.
He thought thers was a pood desl of inocomprehension on
this subjeet in Purope, nnd he referrad portiocularly to
the esmbarso clsuse of the present neutrality law which
prohibited the nule of arms and npmunition mnd implemonts
of war to countries enangnd in war. The Administration's
bill nroposed the eliminntion of thin embargo entirelw,
¥r. Fiah pald he had lod the fight in the Fouse of TWepro-
eantatlves sgnlnot the Administrontion's nroposnl. MHis
own aoandtent contenpleted the reteontlon of nn embnrro
on arme and ameunition, but aliminnted tlin rofarencsa to
"implomante of wart., Undoer such n srovicion, In ke
srant of » uronent SAr, the Mitad | Sptea sold hawe
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nold alrplencs to France. Mr. Fish onid that in onnn
of o peneral European confliet, americrn publio opinion
bellevos that the nnlo of arms and ameunition to eountring
at war would lead inevitnbly to the United States' sntrance
in war. The jmerioan public desires to ptny out of nn
furopean war. MNr. Fish regretted that him amnndment wan
not adopted, ms he balleved 1t would have boen o happy
solution of this 417ficult problem.

ATtor an exohange of cordimlities, we returned to
the Embnasy where Ambassador Bullitt introduced Mr. Fish
to M. Mandel, French Minister of Colonies.

Yr. Fish briefly reviawed tho atatements ha had
Juet made to M. Homnet,

i, Mondel replied that he and the comvetent French
ooloniel services had given the problem sleborate ntedy
and had conoluded that the territory in question wan not
suitable for the nurpose. From the etudy mnde thus far,
it is his opinlon thet Madagasoar could noocommodnte
asvarnl tena of thousands of Kuropean refupeen, and in
nddition, Hew Cnledonin, the flebrides nnd tha ilarquip
Islands would be avallable. ALl of these territoriece
eould sbeorb possibly 50,000 refupensn,

He desirad to point out too thet, in nddition to
the nuostlon of nvallahle land, the Tfinnnoial plinse 4o
of gonaiderable inportance, Thelr study hod ahown
thot spuroxinmetely 70,000 france per family Are neoonbary
to establiczh the averapge family in a Frenoh colonial
posneanion. !r., Filah sald that finence did not offor
A nrobvlenm nt thin time boocause his rroup 1s willine rnd
ehle to exiand nll necassary Tinnncinl npaistunes, -
1= poartnin et 4% een snd will =nise one hundred =23 180n

gollnrs fox the ~urnoee,
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Ms Vandel nlso anid that any plan of the onllher
mumraated by tir, Flah would have to ba acoompllshnd
over a lonz period of yeara; he considered s ton=yonr
poriod ao & minimum.

My Eandal anld that, in his oplinlon; this nnd nny
other problem munt be approached in a pructioml wny,

Hin Ministry is nt present cooupied with an sxperimcent
with Tifty white fsmilieo in the high plateau dictriot
of Prench Culnsa. The Frenoh plan contemplates the
petting up of model rillfnnn of approxinntely 40 apri-
cultural fanlilies, n dootor, a pharmaoiot, n blackemith,
eto,

He ndded that, while he permonnlly did not believe,
from whnt he hod learned of the subjleot, that Conrrossman
Flah"s sugrestion concerning the land to he amployed
o practical one, hls advice on that subjeot certainly wno
not Tlnal ne he doas not have peraonnl knowledpe of the
dirtriot.

lrs Flsh did not delinmit specifiomlly the Afrioan
torritory he had in nind, but roughly it includens
spoarently portionsa of the Tohad, Uhangl-thnrl, tha tip
end of the Comeroons, ond a large ochunk of Niserin,
¥r. Fiah aAcomed to be under the lmpresslon that the
Camoroonn ie Cermaan territory. Ile onid in that connretlon,
88 he had previously ntated to ', Ponmet, thnt he in-
tonded to hove nn interview on this subjeot this waek
with Merr von ""ihbentrop, and subsequently with IMerz
fitler nt Berohtonpgnden.

1, Unandol manifested a certein mnmount of parturhntion
nt thic point, muprastine that Yranoo na the -wndete
powar uncer the Leanour gould not poaslbhly connult Oermany
on mny puck propoenl., To do 2o would coneeda » Tishy
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to the Garnons whieh they did not nosmenn, Tolltioslly
it wae bnd., Me doubted smlpo the windon of the trann=
shipment of larpge numbers of Gorman refufnes Lo An ares
whioh might eventually be the subjeot of a Germen olaim,

Mr. Fish hnntened to explain thet his thought only
concarned the higher portion of the Cameroons, nztundiyg
to the Loke Tohnd nrea, He felt that surely nooe practionl
aolution could be found,

M. Mandel doubted that mueh of the aren in guestion
would be hobitable by white population, He paid that a
rocent study made in connection with the nationmnl defense
program, the ptory wao that certnin forclgn Powsrs would
be able to fly large numbers of troops to that aren,

It was proved in that couneotion that the water PupPpLYy wan
totally inndequate to support large nusber of troops.

M, llandel aepid that he found Mr, Fish's sugsestion
extranoly interesting and that s My. Filah is returning
to Pario after his violt to Oole, M. Mandel propossd
that he eall togother n number of experta, ineluding tha
Govermor of Frenoh West Africm and the Covernor of the
Tohad, and other speoialiste, for the purposa of exploring
the matter with Mr. Figh further.

Mr. Flsh sald that he wan delighted with thinm
smuggestion, whioh is exmotly whnt he would likeo to do.

It was ngreed that the conforance would take place
about the lnt of Sentember, and ir. Fish would let the
=mbuaay ¥now sovernl days in advance of hin reaturn to
"nrin in order that M. Mandel may be informed ~vomntly,

Alfter M, l'andel's departure, I returned with “'r,

T™eh to his hotel, At that tine I Znmuired whothor Mn
vl mind *alifne ga who ware Sngluded Lo SYwn deericen
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group to whom he had referred. !e pnild that the mntter
bolled down more or less to Bernard Iaruch from whon 1 8
Fish had pot the idea., Ie sald that !Mr. Baruoh had ansured
him that it would not be diffioult to mise as muoh an
one hundred million dollars for the purpose. Mr. Baruch
pald that he and a number of his friends would be willing
to give ten porcent of their fortunes to such a projoeot,

Mr. Baruoh alone would contribute about thrae million

dollars,

(SIGNED) ROBERT D. MURPHY

Robert D. Murphy
Counselor of lmbassy

RDM/FP
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FUNTLCT:  epresentative iamiiton Fish :

The lionoruble
The Ceerstary of State,

Jashington.

I huve the homor to refer tu the iLcpartient's
striotiy conridentlal olroular telegram of aupust 31,
2 paile, I'e UesLiLng & full report on the regent activ-
{ties in Ingland of Represecntutive Lamllton Fieh and
nig oountects with Governient ufficials so far as they
wipht be known. The following represcnbs all that
ig <nown at t!ls zubassy of br. ¥ish's sotivitles in
wnplend:

uD adcusl 3rd ;'r. Juknsea, who wee viien Chargé
ar.etuires, teocoived the rollowing telepram frow Lo
Siph who was thon in oudling



.,unﬂi
. ‘“mﬂ"“
prre =

"ould cpprecisie yuur trying Lo arvange

aypolatuent with Prime Linlster and ¥Yorelgn

~dulster snytime tomorrow Friduy altoracon or

?:?:E:EE zoroing. will be at Ritz by 1:30
Lir. Johnson communioated to the Forelgn Ufflce lLir, Fish's
desire toc see Lord Halifex, without making any request
for un appointoent, Lord Halifax sent beok word prawptly
that he would be glad to see Mr, Fish. An eppolntment
was wsade for Friday, August 4th, at 3 o'eloock. Kr.
JuLapon aocomyanied Nr. ©ish to tho Forelgn Office amd
waa present Juring the entire interview. Lr. Flah
yrought uo only one subject in the conversation, and
that was, as he expressed it, his desire to aoguaint
Lord Halifax with a proposal which he intended to plaoce
before the Interparliamentary Conference at Oslo oon-
tainiag & suggestion that a large srea in Central Afrilea,
which falis mostly in Sritish territory, be set nslde for
the settlement of Jewe and kr. Pish essured lord Halifax
thet the pecnle with whom he was connected in the inited
states would be sble to fisance such an undartaking. e
also made it olear that he was aot atterpting to glve
any sort of offlelel eolor to his propoeition. Lord
talifaxz told him thst the Sritish Goverm.ient would be
vory gled to give wost gareful exasaination Lo any
sroposal for the pettlement of L.e Jewish refugee problea.

“F. Flgh left iLondon the next day for sarls. e
returned to tngland at the olose of the islo conferenco
wnd, st his rejuest, I arra cod o meetlag for him witlkb
Lr. bLooDonald, iaister for the Colonies. Lr. lachonuld

has
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hue sivce iuforued me that the oniy subjeot cigoussed
wae «r. Fish's proposal, originelly sug-ested tu Lord
dslifax, that a large area in Ceniral Alrics Le setl
aside for the settlement cf Jewish refugees. LT.
huoDoaaléd told me that he told kr. Flsh that somsiderau~-
tion of any such plan oould not be ¢iven by the wurltish
suvernzent antil the end of the present emergency.

T undorstend that vr. Fleb is still in Lngland amd
is staylng et the ClLiff View Hotel, B3 Gouthgete, dsth,
Sowerset. 1 do not ‘mow when ne plans tc return to H
the United States.

The only statement given out by ir. Fish ln
Enrland in recent newspapers ls, g0 far as I um aware,
one whion appesred in the Paily Telegraph of Septeaber
1., Two coples of this statement are enolosed.

hespeotfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

Jerschel V, Jonneon
Counselor of ambassy

Laelosgures: Vi
1, Stutewment, in duplicate.

VT /vw
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U.S. TRIBUTE TO
PREMIER

" DESIRE FOR PEACE *

A tribute to Mr. Chamberlain and the
#pirit of the British nation was paid yes-
terday by Mr, Hamilton Fish, a muember
of the United States House of Represen-

(lalives,

| Mvr, Fish, who has heen attending Lhe
conflerenee of the International Parlig-
[rm-nlm',v Union in Oslo. and has also
spent some time in France and Germany,
faid to a representative of Tug DamLy
TELEGHAPH '

* I heard Mr. Chamberlain's speech in
the House of Commons on Tue ay, and
was much impressed by its tone, sin-
cerily and firmness, . and  his eyi ent
desire for a peacelul settlement of inter-
national disputes,

"1 regard the British Navy as in-
vincible. and feel sure that it will
adequately  protect and preserve the
British piret

"1 beMeve that the door of peace |s
open, and that reason, arbitration and
peacelul methods will prevail, 1 look
for Mussolini to be the Ervat Prace
Mediator, through whom the peice of
Eun:ll.m and Western civilisation will be
SOvied,

" The spirit of the British prople is
remarkable, and the Home Defence, as
exemplificd by the protective measures
taken in London, is far in advance of
that in Paris and Berlin."
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