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CONPINENTIAL
Ootober 2, 1939.

MEMORARDUM FOR !
THE SECRETARY COF STATE

This 1s a wholly originnl thought with ms and I have
dipsougsed it with no one eledf.

we have, I think, oll of us the thought that at the
termination of the European "Wor, whether 1%t ocomes soon )
or next Summer or three years or five years from now,
thore will be a very large nucbar of relfugees == refuzods
of various Christian faiths, as well ns Jewish -- refugees
goming not from one country tut from many countries, in-
cluding even England and France and Italy.

Thepge pecple may be refugees becnuse the place they
1ive in will no longoer allow them to etay; or they may
be refugees whose homes and property have been utterly
destroyed ond have no chance to start 1ife anew in the
old setting; refugees who for reagona of consolence,
Chpistian and Jewish, feel that thoy can no longer
tolerate the civilizatlion in wich they have been brought
up; refugees whose famlly ties have been dagtroyed and
who want to start life in a wholly new environment.

It is my personal bellef that there will be, in
all probabillty, more Christian refugeses than Jewlsh
rofugoes.

A problem is, therefore, raised as to whether,
because a very large nusber of them will be Catholles,
tha Vatloan itself may not desire to take an actlve
interest in helping the Cntholic refugces to find homea
in wholly new gurroundings.

1 am wondering, therafore, if you gnd I chould
not begin the econsldaration, la "
of dlscussing tho whole subject wlth e Vatlican and
with the representatives of the Federal Council of
Churches in America and soma aimilar organizations in
Europa.
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The contact wlth the Jews has already been made
through the Myron Taylor Committee, which will meet hero
in October, and which has concerned 1tself direotly with
the Jowlsh problem.

The contact with Protestant churches can readlly
be made in this country and with the equivalent organi-
zatlona abroad.

But a contact wlth the Cathollie Church ought to be
mada direotly with the Vatican itself, because thlsa
question i1s of infinitely more importance to Eurcpean
Catholics than to American Catholles.

It is my thought, therefore, that whille there 1a
no particular reason for haste, we might glve con-
gideration to sending at a later date a speclal Minister
or Ambassador on Special Mission to the Vatican, in
order that we could have a direct system of communlcation
covering the subject of European Cathollc refugees.

I am inclined to think that this ls not only a
practical idea but that it also puta the whole refugee
problem on a broad religlous basis, thereby making 1%
possible to gain the kind of world-wide support t
a mere Jewlsh rellef sot-up would not evoke.

You might think this over and talk with me about
it at your convenlence.

F. D. R.
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MEMORANDUX FCR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Now that s Aefinite Polish
Government has been set up 1in
Frence znd forpcer Precident
Moscickl is no longer Presldent,
I recur to the historic Unlted
States friendship for Poland
and the historic fact that we
have always welcomed refugees
from defeated dsmooracles.

I wonder, therefore, whether
1t would not be a fine thing to
do if we were to tell the Roumanian
Government that the United States
would be glad to recelve former
President Moscfbkl if he cares %o
vislt this country; that we have
held no communication with him
and that this message is being sent
without his knowledge.

He is an o0ld man, in poor
health, and I think the moral
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-effect of such action on our part
would b goud throughout the world.

¥e wight even make 1t eagier
for the Rousanlan governnent %o
release him if we gend 1t in the
form of an invitatlon to the
former President to vislt usa.

F. D. R.
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Menorsndun for Bernurd M. Baruchi

I had o _check-up made by yorious embussies gn the re-
cent visit of thut world-renowned, selfless stuteamun,
‘Honorable Haom Fish, to Burope this pust summer. Here is
un excerpt which I’Ehink will umuse you becuuse I am guite
cartain that aelither you nor L, who belong to the wore
practical school of thought, would ever have commissioned

Honorable Ham to represent us or speak for us.

I wish this great Pooh-buh would ge back to Horvard
and play tackle on the football tesm. BHe 1s qualified
for thet job.

Fl ﬂi Rt

nFroa London,
hagust 3rd.

ncharge d' affulres Johnson received & tele-
grum froa Flsh, who Was then in Dublin, wsking
for lmoediste appolntments with Prime Minister
and Forelzn Minister. Afugust 4th Flah sauw Lord
Helifax. His desire wa3 to ucq,uaint Lord Hullfax
with & propusi. “hleh he intended to pluce be=
fore the Inter rllamentary Conference ut Osloy
conteining L Loogestion that o lurge ureu of
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British territory in Centril Africe be set suide
for the settlement of Jews, wnu Fisn wssured Lord
Hulifax thut the poople with whow he wus connectod
in the Unitea States would be able to finunce such
an unaertaking.

AFisnh left Lonuon the next duy for Paris. On
his return to Enuglond he met Mr. McDonald, Minister
for the Colonies. The only subject then discussod
wus Mr. Fish's proposel, orizinully sugzested to Lord
Helifux, that u large erea in Contral Africu be set
aslae for settlewont of Jewlsh rofugees.

"ghile in Puris on August 10th, e saw ¥X. Bonunet,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, und M. Mundel, Minlster
of Colonles. He spoke of the refugee problua in gen-
eral, mentloned his dnterestlng tolk wlth Lord Huil-
rax'and suld thut the ldea wus advenced by & private
American group who asuthorlied the Congressman to
speakk in their behalf, looking to culonization of un
area soukth und west of Luke Tchad -- lund to be pro-
vided by Greaut Britain znd France -- colonlzution
to be finunced by the Aucrlcan group. He told the
French thut he a_so planned a slmllar discusslon
with Herr von Ribbentrop &nd, if pussible, with Herr
Hitler.

"He contemplated & sweeping attucs< of the entire
problem on a lurge sculc. He tzlged in teras of two
mlllion or three million persong; thc’. 1t Ls up to
Greut Brituin ana France to muke avuilible sultuble
land from their colonlel possessions in Atricue. He
seid 1t is not a guestion of money as the Auscerlican
group wlll wake avilluble nmple funds, as much as
one hunured million dollars.

ng. Bonnet referrod hiom to M. Mundel.

PH: repeated to Muncel whit ne nad so1d to
Bonnet and wdded thut in his opinlon Miuagnscar
could asccomunodate seveorzl tens of thousunds of
refugces, and in addition, New Culedonis, tne Hebrices
and the Marguesas Islunds would be avallable.
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"He pointed ocut that the study of the Amcrican
Comalttes hud shown thut seventy tnousand francs per !
fumily would be enough in u French colonlsl puzsession.’
He repested the wlllingness and the ability of hisas
group to rulse one hundred m=illion dollsrs. He spoke
f 8 tun yeur period.

"Ha 3geaecd to be under the impression thut the
Cumercons ls stlll Gerwun territory and sald he would
telk with Ribbeutrop wauo Hltler sbout this.

"0ur Ameriezn Embissy man, Counsslor of Embassy,
Murphy, «sied Flsan wno were locluded ln the Ausrlican
group wnd Flso sulo bthut the mebter bolleu wown wore
or less to Bernard Barucn, from whom he had gotten the
ides., He suaid that Mr. Saruch hea assured him it
wousd not be difficult to rulse us mach us ocne hundred
million wollars for tha purpose. Mr. Barach suld thut
e und & number of hls friends would be willing to
glve ten per gent of thelr fortunes to such u« projact.
Er. Deruch alone would contribute about three million
dollars.®

-

Honoruble Bernard Baruch,
597 dadison Avanue,
Hew York City.

o —
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

October 30, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your memorandum of August 29,
requesting that a report be made on Representative Hamllton
Fish's ametivities in Europe, I enclose copies of despatches
which have been received respectively from the American
Embassles ﬂt,EEEEEEl-PffEEﬂEEE Berlin, and from the
American Legations at EEEElﬂﬁlw?“d Oslo.

Mr. Fish vieited London on August 3 and 4 and later
at the close of the Interparliamentary meeting at Qslo.
During his visitse to London Mr. Fisgh arranged appolntmente
through the Embassy with Lord Halifax, the Secretary of
state for Forelgn Affaire, and Mr. Malcolm McDonald, the
Minister for Colonies, with whom he discussed on behalf
of the "people with whom I am ponnected in the United
gtateas"--vhom he subsequently identifled to the Counselor
of the Paris Embassy as Mr. Bernard Baruch and eome

unspeclifiied

The President,

The White Houcse
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unspecified persona who are agsoclated with Mr. Baruch--
an ambitloue echeme for the settlement of Jewish refugees
in Central Afriea.

After London, Mr. Fish visited Parils where he arranged
through the Embassy appointmente with M. Bonnet, the
Foreign Minister, and M. Georges Mandel, the Minlster of
Colonles. In his conversations with MM. Bonnet and Mandel
Mr. Flsh adverted to hils plan for the settlement of
refugees on land in Africa to be provided by Britain and
France and financed by the American group. In his conver-
satlon with M. Bonnet he alsoc touched upon political ques-
tions and explained hle viewas with regard to American
neutrality.

On Auguet 12 Mr. Fish arrived in Berlin. During his
vielt in the Qerman Capital he was accompanied by =a
member of the staff of the German Foreilgn Office and was
recelved, at Salzburg, by Herr von Ribbentrop, the Gernan
Forelgn Minister. Mr. Flsh refrained from taking the
Epbasey into his confildence with regard to hie ccnvers§~
tion with Herr von Ribbentrop. He made various statements
to the nresa, however, which indicated that he had dia-
cupsed major political questions with the German Foreign
Minlster and, among other thinge, that he was willing %o
act as arvliretor of the Danzig issue.

Mr. Figh
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Mr. Fish made a second visit to Berlin at the cloae
of the Oelo meeting but had to leave suddenly due to the
outbreak of war, s

Mr. Fish arrived in Oslo on Auguset 15 in Herr von
Ribbentrop's private airplane. He left Oslo on August 19
upon the termination of the Interparliamentary meeting.
Mr. Fieh distinguished himself at the Oelo meeting notably
by moving a resolution that the Conference request the
Britieh, French, German and Italian Governments to arrange
a thirty-day or more "moratorium on war". Hie motion was
not well received by the meeting and Mr. Hambro, Presldent
of the Norwegian Storting, made the point that the membera
of the Interparliamentary Union should not. act over the heads
of responsible Governments at the risk of complicating
rather than aiding their task.

From Oslo Mr. Fish went to Helesinki, where he con-
ferred with the Foreign Minister. He referred to hils
conversation with Herr von Ribbentrop and expressed hies
opinion that there was no problem in Europe which woulc
Justify war and that Danzig was overwvhelmingly German end
should be returned to Germany. From Helsinki Mr. Fish
returned to Berlin, which he was obliged to leave almost
immediately, and salled to the United Statea from
England.
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Mr. Fish gave out numerous interviewes to the prese
durling h%a visite in the variouse  European Cﬁpitaln,
expressing his views on the current politiocal situation.
The textgs of those interviews are enclosed.

Failthfully yours,

—

Enclosures:

Despatches from:
1. Helsinki
2. Oelo
3. London
4., Paris
5. Berlin
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January 19, 1940.
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MEEORANDUM FOR

THE BECRETARY CF STATE

I am inclined to think
we ghould take aoctlon on thls
directly with the German

Government and glve 1t publlelty.

F. D. R.

Ho, 29 fromo Rome in re asneel

to the Prasident by Pollsh
profeasora of the Jeagellonisn
University at Cracow to help
them., Thney ere ln concentratlon
eamps and Aare lnhumanly treated.
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April 17, 1940.

Dear Mr. Secreteryi=

I, too, had hexzrd of the epeech made
by lr. Norem, American iilnister to Lithuznia.
He 13, as I understend 1t, a Hinlster of the
Luthersn Chureh. Iners peems to be no doubt that
his speech ww2e violently anti-Scmitlc.

In vi=sw of his apparent fallure
to follow the instructions of the State Depart-
ment, I sugsest the followlng procedure:

(1) That you confer with Senator
saipstead and Senator Hurray, who
were his original gsponsors, explalin-
ing the situation to them, and tell
then that you see nothing for 1%

but to ack for his immedlage
resignation as Minisier to Lithuonia.

(&) Send to Wr. korem a direct
request for hls immedlate resignation
on the ground of the speech and on
the further ground that he falled

to carry out the instructions of

the Department.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
The ZJSecoretary of State,
washington, D. C.
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

April 16, 13:0

My dear Mr. Presldent:

It ieg my duty to lay before you what I consider
a gerioue dereliction on the part of Mr. Owen J. O.
Horem, American Minieter to Lithuania.

As you were advised by Senator Wheeler, Vr. Horem
mace an addrese in Minneapolis while he wee in the
United Btates on leave which wre criticized by former
Governor Benson and several other credible and respon-
sible witnesses as being violently anti-Semitie. 1In
addition to the communication from Senator Wheeler tne
Depertment was advised by Representative Bloom that he
had heard from Rabbil Wise and several others highly
eriticel comment about Mr. Norem's address.

Mr. Norem was summoned to the Depsrtment where
he prepared from memory a stetement of the remarks he
Lad made which were considerably at variance with the
statements made by those wao heard his remarks.

At the request of Hepresentative Bloom Mr. Noram

was
The President,
The White House.
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was instructed to call upon the Chairman of the Forelgn
Affalrs Uoamittee of the House and to disouss the matter
with him, Hr. Horem left Washington without eallling upon
Aepresentative Bloom, Subsequently he was reached at hle
hotel in New York and instructed to call Congresesman Bloom
o the telephone before he salled. He demurred and sald
that he had dliscussed the matter with Senator Shipatead
and Senator Murray and that the latter had advised him

not to talk to Congressman Bloom. Being again instructed
to do so he gave the lmpresslon over the telephone of &
reluctance to comply with the instruction but dld not de-
cline to do so. However, he sailed from New York Saturday,
April &, without having communicated with Mr, Bloom in con-
travention of the instructlions of the Department.

All the circumstances of the case constltute a fla-
grant violatlon of the Department's standing instructlons
and of the Department's specific lnetructions and are of
guch gravity thet I feel it proper to bring the matter to
your attentlon.

You may remember that Mr. Norem was appointed Minlster
on the recommendetion of Senator Murray of Heontana and that
Senator Wheeler protested at the time against his appolnt-

mant.
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