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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July T, 1942.

UEMORAIDUL FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The more I thiuik of it the
more I feel thut we should say
nothing about the Wear East or
Palestine or the Arabs at this
time. If we pat either group oo
the back, we automatically stir
up trouble at a ¢ritical moment.
Furthermore, the question of arms
for Palestine ought not to be
menticned because it is impossible
from the military point of view to
get them just now.

rl nl RI-
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TELEGRAM
The White House

MEMORANDUK FOR MR MOINTYRE:

July 1 1942

Mr. Oray in Sscretary Hull's office phoned the followling
which he says the Secretary would like to have the
President's approval on. Seya perhaps 1t could be

read to the Prealdent over the phone or sent up by wire

and they would like an esnswer as soon as convenlant.

"The Secretary would like to issue this as a statement
or declaration and wented me to say that it has his
approvel and the approval of his colleagues in the
Department ineluding the Legal Adviaser, Mr. Hackworth.

= ECLARATION OR _STrTEMENT

*Some uncertainty appesras to exist as to the attlitude
of the government of the United States toward the
peoplas of the Near East, with particular reference to
thelr future. It is therefore desirable to make known
this government's attitude, which is as follows:

"The war objectives of ths government as stated in the
Atlantic Charter ineclude the Ydesire to ses no territorial
changes that do not accord with the freely sxpressed wishes
of the peoples concerned¥o and respect for ' the right of
all peoples to choose the form of governwent underwhich
they will leave,"

"This government is ofcourss dedicated to the mpplication
of thess principles in the Near East as elsewhere. In
Palestine, despite past difficulties, 1t 1a highiy
desirable thet a political solution be reached through
agreenent between the Arab and Jewlsh communities and this
government earnsstly hopes that outstanding problems will
be sesttled on that basis.
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"The record shows that the Axis powers have
repeatedly and cynically dishonored thelr pronises
and engagements. Therefors 1t 1s Inconcelvable that
any Near Eastern peoples place either falth or
eredence in them., The Axla aggressors threaten the
extension and meintenance of freedom in the Near East;
consequently increased participation In the war
effort by all Near Eastern peoples would be in their
own interest and naturally would be welcomesd by the
United States government.

"The partielipetion of the peoples of Palestine in the
war effort obviously presents a difficult problem. The
BEritish govermment as the mandatory ls responsible for
the defense of Palestine. It 1s understood, that the
British army is open to able-bodied Palaat#ﬁna, end that
rnumbers of them have already enlisted. However, if it
should be deemed preferable to form separate Arab and
Jewlsh military units and if the necessary equipment
can be mnde available, suck an arrangement would be
agreeable to the government of the Unlted Statea. In
the ssme way that United States forces are used wherever
danger threatens these units would be utillzed, under
United Nations command wherever thelr services are
required.”

NOTE: The Secretary of State would like a memo
from the Presldent as to when this should
be released, EEH.

TOI.
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tr. Hull would apunreclate A8

apeedy sctlon on this s# nosalble.
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hr. Gray in Secretiry Hull's office phoned the followlng
vhich he soys thie Seeretory wonld 1ike to have the Presldent'n
approvel on. OSeye pnerfinps 1% eould be resd to the President over
the phone or sent up by wire and they would 1like en rne¥er RE coON
pe canvenlent. .

iThe Beoretrry would 1ike to {i=zye thlp as ¢ staTement or
deolnretion and wanted me to =n¥ thet Lt has Lis enproval and the
anprovel of his pollespues in the Department including tha lezal
pavirer, Lir. Hockworil.

"Bpelarntion or Statement

#3gme uncertiindty appesrs o exiat ms to the attitude
af the Government of the Inited Strtes towsrd the peoples of the
Yesr East, witl particulsr reforence to thelr future. It is
therefore desirsble o make knowr this Government's attitude,
shteh 1s as followsei

iMe war oblectives of the Government me 8tatcd in the
Atlentic Charter include tha 'deslire to ere N0 tarritoriel chonpes
thrt do not nccord with the freely expressed wishes of the neonles
concerncd®, and respect for 'the right of nll necples 2 choose
the forr of rovernment under which they will 1ive'.

WThis Governient is of course dedicated o the snplienticn
of thees pringiples in the lierr Knst as elopwhere. In Prilaniiiug,
Feonnlte aroh Alffionltlen, 1T 1z highly desirsble thnt o politlasl

polutlion Do resched thraush agreecnent Setwoen the Arab snd Jevieh
communlties, and this Bavernoent esrnastly hones thet ousstandélas
nroblems will Le pettled on that bnals.

iThe pecord shows thet the Axls poders heve repentedly nnd
gynieplly dishonored tiielr promlses and engrEments. Therefore 1t
ia inconcelvpble that rnoy fenr Saetarn pesnles place Thrk elther
faith oy eredense ln them, The AnLs nppressors threaten the
extenelan ernd mAlnianrneo of fresdos ir the Henr Inat; conpecusnily
{nererred particinrtion in the war effort by all lewr Eectern
weonles would be in thelr own interest and naturelly woulil be
wnloomed by the United 3intea Gavernment.

“The narticination of the peoples of Poleatine in the
war affort sbviously precents # alfficult problem. The British



FEFROOUCED FROW HOLDSS &7 THE FRAUSLE O ROCSIVET Lmmumy

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Gavernment ss the moandptory in responsible for the defenre of
Prlestine. It is underatood that the Dritish Brmy is open to
nole-Lsdled Pnlictininna, rnd that numbern af them have alreedy
enliatad. However, 1f 1t should be deemod prefernible to form
cepapate Aroh end Jowish mllltary unite and if the Regoresry
cqulnment ean be apde avelleble, such an Arrangenant would be
#.feerole Lo the Sovernment of the United States. In The rape
vk et Unlted States forces sre used whorever danger threptens
theee unlte would be utilized, under United ilatlone commend
vherever thelr eorvices nre reguired,’
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King Peter gave this

27, 1942.

STATE

to me

when he came to szv good-bye. I

am inclined to thinl That

we

should take some action -- possibly
a public warning to the Bulgarian
and Hungarian Governments, using

a part or all of King Peter's

letter.

will vou take this up with

the Yugoslav Winister?

F. D. R
Lebier 1 “ing Peter to Pres. July 2.
in whiecli he tells of lutest rcporis on
conc¢itions in Yugoslavian, Traglc accounts
of crueltics, persccuti , death vwhica
ki es Loo Pre to Tind a way to compel
erielly to stop slauvghter.
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