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| DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

HELORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Appeal for Denisl of Refuge to Wer Criminals.

In response to your memorandum of August 31, the
proposed Swedish snnouncement that asylum will not be
granted to war criminals results from urgent represen-
tations which we inatructed our Missions in Bern,
Stockholm, Madrid and Lisbon on August 23 to make. A
peraphrase of the telegram to Bern is attached. The
rapid progress of events in France did not allow time
for consultation with the British and the Russlans, but
they were advlised on August 24 of the actlon taken,
Nothing definite has yet been heard from the Spanish,
Fortuguese or Swiss Governments and a further urgent

telegram was sent the Legation at Bern on fugust 31.
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PARAPHRALE OF TRIOCRAY

ma toxt of the Fresidont's statesent in ropwd to
gap crizinels mede on the preccding dey wa3d tronamitted
by you under ipatructions to the L‘-::I.sﬁ Covernuent ol
July 31, 1943, The Frooident docolored in that stntecand
that it was 0ifficult to believe that asylun o pratoctlon
to ony such persons would be plvon by eny neutral counizied
ard that this Covarncent would conslder the harboring ol
gny of the Axis lesdera or their honchnmen by a nautzal
governsont as contrary %5 thace pringinles for vhich tha
pooples of the United Natlons wora voping war.

In its remly the Owisa Covarnoont pxproocod the bollel
that the Amcrican Coverncont 614 not quection the rigat of
gsylun os such, That belief wes corraci. Taroushous ito
history, ma the Fedorel Counoll is amndd, tho United ODtetos
hes been m haven for those who havo boen politically
opmressed in Duropd.

Tha reql purnose of the Prosldont's giabemont of
July 20, 1943, wnp not earroctly rocopnized in the Sulos
roply. It was in egconce an eppecl not To pormit Axle
1esdors onf their tools to take refuge in noutrsl countries.

The Frosident's statement of July 30, 1945, pointed
cut thet gurrender by the Axis of war grininals to the

United
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United Nations would bo ‘pequired at the guccasaful cloco of
ths war. OCbTlously mo problem would eriszo totmecn SFitzorlond
ond the United Hations in this connoction if the Sxlso (overs=
cont would mot mllew such porsond %o onter Swiga torziiory.
T4 1g further our belief that tho Lvlss authorities would
rezord guch war eriminals as undesirable elliens, whood
sdmigsion into Ewiss territory, cven 4f they ware naot wanted
for toicl by the United Hatlons, would not be in the intorost .
of Switzerland.

plonae discuss this matter fully, frenily, and inforzclly
wish tha appropricte Sols3 putharities ond reomquest posuTancd
thot they will not admit to Swlaes torrlitory thoso Axds
1ozders mnd their echorts. You Bay jpeve with then cn alde
mecairo in the scnce of this telspzsm, Tou ghonld fronily
urgs the eppropriate Z9iss suthorities to give you this
dosirod pagsurcncs, pointing out that thelr Govornmont ooy
ta roquired monenbarily to mike & doclgion in regord o
this quection, as the sheals of Justico are turning rapldly.
In presonting the cose you mAfht éraw attontion to tho
following conslderations,

Mmost nine percent = nearly twalvo rmillion pacple =
of tho United Staton population are in our crrod forclc.
The Mopchant Soamon of the Unlted States mumber over 230,000
pon whio ore siling thousands of vessola to gll thoatera of

potion
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cotion to oupply tho ferous of 'a.‘u:'l Uzitcd Totlons with wit:
immlezanta of war, Acorleoan clvilirns in'the tong of milllona:
wrg daing Yital woe mork; eliogot ovary individund in thoe Unitod
Lintes hea becn cffacted by tho wor. Thoas posple racoznizo I
tho foct that & small group of individusls playsd $hy locdlng
rolo in brincing the Unitsd Hations into this ghastly weo
prainst the Axls countries, I ssyluo or protscilon in
neutral gountrios wora glven to any of theso war* oinleslag
%20 are respongible for this war, the A=ericrn poople would
Fot ba sble to undersgtand or condons puch sctlion. Ths fozlinz
of the Avericsn poople thst pdoounte Soagures muast EBa tchon
to hold Axis lorders end thelr hanchzon to gtrict cocounltebility
for tholr crimos and peblons 1g incromsing with the dally
pounting oncuelty linto, I do not wigh you to throofon tho
Ewlas authoritiesn; novarthelesd you wouléd ba looking in cnnder
ghisuld you conognl Iron thea our eanviction that Anerloch=
S7i53 Teletlons would ba affected pdversely for many yoooa to
coce in the event that eosuntry should herbar within ita
bordera eny of tho Axls lesders or thelr lackeys, q

Yo havo no doulf thot ouwr viecos on This mottor are clislod
by lerge seoilons of publie opinien in noutrsl ccuntrics ap
woll as by othor maclers of the United lnticns and thoir
nosoointan,

Ecop pa fully inforzed of your disgussions and urgo tho
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twigs authorities to moke an eorly renly.

v'2 gre glving the cubgstencs of this Selegran in
confidenco to the Dritish snd Ooviet Covernmments, Thie.
urgeney of the matter did not pormit advoncs consultoi_on
with then. Ue pay coummnicate its substanco in confidoncs

to other United Mations governmonta.
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