


_ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬁfmulﬂ“ﬂ:“n'"-“m

inle? o o ==z
Signal anﬁ Ulnitety States Hrmyp

DECLABEIFIED | -
State Dept. létfer, 1-11-78

+«MAR__6 1972

Receined at

DECEMBER B, [0LL
FOK THE PRESID.HT FROM THE SECRETARY OF 3TATE.

YOoU wWiL! RECALL OUR CONVERSATION SEVERAL WEEKSH ACO RE ATIVE TO
THE PALESTINE RE=OLUTION,., YOU WiLL REMEMBER WISE HAD ASKED ME WHETHER
¥YOu THOUGHT HE SHOJLOD PRESE AT THIS TIME AND YOU TOLD ME YOU FELT
I EHOULD ®UILCTLY PASS THE WORD TO WISE AMD CONMNALLY AND BLOOM, 1IF
NECEESSRY, THAT ¥YOU FELT IT wWOULD BE & MISTAKL TO STIR THIE UP aAND
THLT ¥YOu SHOULD BE GIVEN & CHANCE TO WORK MATTERS OUT ON A CERTAIN
TRI® TO GE TYKEM IN THE FUTURE. CONNALLY ADVISES ME NOW THaT
CERT4IM MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE Havi GOTTEN OUT OF HANOD iND A4RE
PRESSING TO HAVE THE RESOLUT ION REPORTED OUT, WACNCR BEING VERY ACTIVE.
COWNMNALLY SAYE THE MATTER I§ TOO HOT FOR HIWM TO HANDLE AND REQUESTE
THAT ) COME UP WEDNESDAY TO TESTIFY ON THE WHOLE JEWIGSH=ARAB=
PALE:TINe JUESTION.

WOULD T NOT BE WISE FOR ME TO SAY TO COMNMALLY THAT 1 HAVE
COMSULTED YOW AND THAT YOW ETILL FEEL STROMCLY IT WOWLED ©E & MIZ=

TAKE TO STIR THE MATTER UP NOW AKD THAT IT SHOULD BE LEFT IN

Wi=an
i . .
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M YOUR HANDS UNTIL YOU WERE GCIVEM A CHANCE TO WORK THINGS OUT AND
| THAT IT WOULD BE YOQUR FEEL INGS THAT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO HAYE ME
OR AMYOODY ELSE TESTIFY EXHAUSTIVELY AT THIS TIME.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TELEGRAHHIO December 3, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. E, R, STETTINIUS, JR.

¥

I have written Wagner and sent
You a copy telling him I want him to do
nothing at this time which would stir up
the possibility of riots or war in the
Near East.

ps ——

F.D.R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN
December 3, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR BENATOR WAGNER!:

Dear Bob:
As you know, I am away for a few
more days. Here is the only trouble about .

additional action by either House in regard

" to,Palestine at this time., There are about
hnif g million Jewes there, Perhaps another
million want to go. They are of all shades --
good, bad and indifferent.

On the other slde of ths ploture
there are approximately seventy million
Mghammnadans who want to cut their throate
the day they land., The one thing I want
to avoild is A massacre or a situation which
cannot be resolved by talking things over.

"

Anything sald or done over here
8t now would add fuel to the flames and
hope that at this juncture no branch of
the Covernment will act. Everybody knows
what Amerlican hopea are, If we talk about
them too much we will hurt fulfillment.

roR. |

Copies sent to the Secrstary of State and -
Senator Wagner by messengar 12/4/44.
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HEW TORE

OBERT F. WAGHER

WUlnited Diates DHenale

WASHINGTON, D, C,

December 2, 1944

The Honorable Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
VWashington D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The Forelzn Relations Committee reluctently and
only after long discussion deferred eotion on the Pzlestline
Resolution until next Wednesday. Frankly, the mejority of
the Committee felt that there wes no reeson wh- the Senate
should be prevented from declaring itself in sympathy for
the Jewish Commonwealth, which you yourself recently
endorsed in vour letter to me which wes mede public at the
Zionist Convention in Atlentic City.

The Cormittee has esked that Secretary Stattinius
appear next Wwednesday and state the reason for his reported
objection. I am fearful that his intervention against the
resolution coming so soon after the Party Platform Declera-
tion and your ovn Declaration may create a bad impression,
not only emong the Jewish people, but among non-Jewish
people as well, and which will do the cause which you and
I favor, serioushurt. .

It was steted et the Committee on Foreign Relatlons
thet Secretary Stattinius is not acting on his own behelf
but is teking orders from the President.

In view of the action taken on Wednesday, by the
House Foreign Affairs Cormittee, which has fevorably reported
e similar House Hesolution and in view of the fact also
that nearly four hundred Senmators and Representatlives are
directly guoted in & House Document as favoring this Resolu-
tion it will be most unfortunste in my opinion, if this
legislation is defeated in the Senate on the basis of the
alleged oprosition by you.

I hope therefore, Mr. President that you will
teke immediate steps to cdvise Senator Connolly, that you
have no objection to the legislaticn but that as a matter of
fact you favor it as you already indicated in your splendid
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AOBERT F. WAGNER
NEW YORK

Vlnited Diates Denale

WASHINGTON, D. C.

conmunication to the Zionist Convention at Atlantic
City on October 1l5th.

May I also suggest that you advise Mr. Stattinius,
so that there will be no misunderstanding whatsoever as

to your attitude.

If agreeable to you I would like to talk to
you on this matter by telephone as I really feel it 1is

very important.
With my very best wishes,
Cordially Your Friend,

dof

P.S. I am enclosing House Report on the Palsestine
: Resolution.
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wh'bmm.i_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { Rirosr
Fd Seerion 3 No. 1907

THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE
Noveunes 30, 144 —Reforred to the House Calendar snd erdered o be printed

Mr. Broow, from the Committes on Foreigh Affairs, submitted the
follawing

REPORT
[To ascompany H. Res. 418)

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the
resolution (H. Res. 415) tive to the Jewish nationnl home in

Palestine, having considered the same, favorably thereon with
amendments recommend that the ution, as amended, do poss,
The amendments are as follows:
On page 1, line 2, dfter the word “offices” strike out the words “and

appropriate measures”,
On page 2, line 4, after the word “democratic” strike out the word

Taking cognizance of the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people
of Eum?e by Nazi barbarians and l.h':i: satellites, and the desperate
need of o haven of refuge for those able to escape from their almost
unbelievably inhumon atrocities, Ropresentatives James A Wright,
of Pennaylvania, and Ranoll Compton, of Connecticut, on Janun
27, 1944, introduced House Resolutions 418 and 419, which resol
that the United States use its good offices to have Palestine opened
for free eutry of Jews, and to provide full opportunity for colonization
by Jows so that Palestine m:i ultimately be reconstituted as o free
and demoeratic commonweal )

Public hearings were held by the Committee on Foreign Affnirs on
these resolutions, on February 8, 0, 15, and 16, 1044. Most careful
study and consideration was given to the questions involved, the
testimony, and supplemental documents of the hearings numbering
841 5.

Mp:‘ﬁ executive meeting of the Committer on Foreign Affairs, on
March 17, 1844, it was decided, because of mili conaiderations
only, and at the suggestion of the Secretary of War, to postpons

3.
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2 JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE

nction on the resolution. On that date, the committes issued the
following explanatory statement:
information gl o those responsible for the cenduct of
hM'uthl::mmw :h::;mm: bllu astion Epon the :lnlutlmu at this
time would ke uEwise, {
(Latter from the Secrstary of War :
Wam Deramruest,
Washingtan, 1, O, Mareh 17, 1844,
Chai Forvign Afiwirs Commilice, :
m:.l af ldpnmhﬁ'mlim b.c
B A Lo Oy of e g
, It [ ar
without reference to the merit= of these resolitions, further asticn on them at this
time wouald be projudiclal to the sseeessful prosecution of the war.
Fadtbfully yuars,
Hesuy L. Brousos,
Segrefary of War,
Sinee that time, the military situation in the Mediterranean aren
#o improved that the military objections which prompted the
tary of War to write his letter of March 17, 1944, to Chairman
no longer prevail.  Accordingly, Secrstary of War Stimson,
ber 10, 1944, wrote the following letter to Senator Robert A.
& senior Senator from Ohio, who has sponsored & similar reso-
ion in the Senate:

feage

Wan DeragTuEsT,
Waskington, Oalober 10, 1944,
Hoa. Rosznr A. Tarr,
Unated Stalen Senale, Waskinglon, D. C,

My Dram Sexsron: [ refer %0 your letter of Beptember 12, 1944, regarding
Benate Resolution 247, Introduced by Senstor Wageer and i'nunlllm the subject
of opening the doors of Palestine 1o the frec entry of Jews into that cosntry,

A% the time yosir resolathon wes beisg considersd by the fﬂllﬁhm EIH w

effort. However, [ do feel that Ib:mlHl.lq' comsiderntions which b 12
my provios action in opmnnhnmﬁlhnmunm 08 B sirong &
il w.:rnnlll.rlm'aonuldauum naw sutweigh the military, and the

'é;ﬂdgmh:m wpce b polltieal rather than the military badis,
Husar L. m.;'w..-_

Although the mili situation has tly improved since the
introduction of the Pl:lzl.i.nn resolutions last Junuary 1944, the need
ﬁ; Jewish Im'rrhhml Lo nh;lehitlltgu and to mmtp I%edub::;nd
ity those who have rscaped Nazi tyranny a ity has me
oven :rra.l:rr. These nmlmm wfrﬁrﬁely rrprdodwu u Ingical
reaffirmation of the historie palicy of the Congress, which, on June 30,
1922, unnnimously resalved that the “United States of America fam_m
the establishment in Palestine of o national home for the Jewish

3

ﬁ the past few months, the Republican and Democratic
National Conventions at Chicago unanimously approved strong plat-
form declurations in behall of the Jewish homeland, and the candi-
dates of the two parties, President Roosovelt and Governor Dedwey,
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JEWIAH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE 3
each issued worded statements standing foursquare upon
their respective declarntions. T

After quoting the Democratic platform, President Roosevelt wrote:

b pande to fnd ris and ol effi hia
T A T T R
e mmm“wuh 1 am eonvinerd that the American ﬂt
Mr.wnulmummumﬁldllhﬂmpmbﬂqmﬂﬂ ite L
During last summer, sympathetic Senators and Representatives,
m‘pmen&m more than three-fourths of the membership of both
branches of the Congress, went on record in favor of this legislation;
77 Senators and 318 Represcntatives, from 48 States, gave their ap-
proval to the Jewish homeland. Your committee has published their
views in & supplemant to the hearings.
For the information of the C eas, Lhere follows herewith the
I‘#hr of ul;‘r#dxn‘r.' Fkrl.nklm D. hn-uuult ta b!:;l.l-ﬂf Robert Eh
Er, ew York, conveyi umﬂgﬁfb ¢ forty-seven
..n;‘;l Imnvmlmu of the Zionist Organization of America, on
October 15, 1944:
Dean Bon: Enowing that you are to atlend the lorty-soventh snnual eanven-
thon af the Ehhil- Organdeation of Amersea, | ask you to convey to the delegates

fings.

mmunn that, in aecord with the lﬂaﬂ:hut American
.md_ hﬁng with tha tpiril; of the “four freedoma,’ the Denooratic
ﬂ.luJ onn"utlan ithia vear included the fdllullflnl lmk in its plaslorm;
‘e favar I.L opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jow on and
mmluﬂ and such & poliey sa I:n result io the esfablishment there of & free and

demoeratic sh commosweslth,”
Effarts will ba macds 1o fisd iste ways and means of effectuating thia

¥ as soon aa practicable. [ know how long asd ardently the Jewish people
s warked and praved for the sstablishment of Palestine as & free and demo-

mﬂ: Jewish commonwealth, [ am bnw'ril'lﬂll that the Apserican people [iﬂ

their support to this sim and if resleeted [ shall help to bring about its

Governor Thomas E. Dewey, of New 'l'odt the Hepublican can-
didate for President, also lunn;i_i endorsed the prnpoul in the follow-
ing statement on ﬂn::mher 12, 1544:

I besrtily endorse the Palestine plank in the Republican” Parly platform.
m‘n 1 npnt what [ previously stated to the great beacder of the Ameriean
int movenseni antd ﬂ-rl.ngql.tlmu Anseriean, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, ithat [ am
the pecomatitution of Palestine aa o fres and democratic Jewish commonwealth
umcdm:'? with li: Hﬂ“t:rr_w*l E:.HHMLI’I-:II- “u?w;d;ih Tutllnn of the
Repishlican Congress ve also stated to ver that in order
A !I“ refuge to millions of distressed Jews driven from their homes by tyranng
!.Tmrmnp;::u;d P;h;:lum thlrﬂﬂl.nutld. mlmt{w lldll.dl:wimlhlup&

Amar ve tims & lupmmesl ves mwar
%Ph .ﬁn“ all traditional

ﬂ-w:"ﬁ)l-. Republican Parcy times besn the
hﬁddu:lmummrl-nmm have pur Government working
with Great Hritsin to scheve o it objective for ple that have

ﬁ-ﬂ musch and deserve so much st hlﬂlﬂlml-llr“

=0
The free and democratic commonwealth in Palestine was hoartily
endorsed at the Repoblican snd Democratic National Conventions
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last summer. e statement of the Hepublican u-m unani-
- mously I.dnp'hd sk 'CI:II'.‘IIU on June 27, 1944, is as follows:

]lﬂhhmlﬂug hll.lhnlul'd.iﬁ'l-d Jewish men, women, and

Hmr.“rlﬂfwlbimhl-ufm
o thelr unrests jeted lmmumhh |.1:d cwnership, so that in necordases with
l.bifuli.ml.lndpm'puu the Balfour Declararion of 1917 and the resaluthon

of Congress in 1922, Hh'l.l me may bs sonstituted frea mnd

.::pmnd-lhl n‘l:l:l:w Mh‘ isinl ﬁ&m:mr:mn
e earry oul the prov

and of the , he pretends to ppn'i.l.h.: n

The in l-hl! platform of the Democratic National Convention
sdopted at Chicago on July 24, follows:

Wa favor the opening of Palestins to unrestrietsd .lr‘l-h
nh:lnﬁnuud :‘pnuquhrmlthth-m - 5 Inulmd
mmjwih neealth.

o
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