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DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

WASH INGTON 

J&.n\lal7 25. 1939 

K1 dear Kr. President: 

With reference to the telegram from Barcelona 

signed b7 a group of Spanieh ladies, alleging the 

murder by the Rebel forces in Spain of two hundred 

women, which you sent over to me on January 21, I 

am enclosing herewith two telegrams received this 

morning from our Charge d1 Atfairee in Barcelona 

' which refer to the chargee contained in tbe cable you 

sent me. 

It seems to be olear in the two telegrams I 

enclose that none of the foreign correspondents have 

ae yet bad an opportunity to verity the chargee made. 

Under existing oircl.llllatancee, of course, this would 

be almost impossible. Personally, I have no doubt 

whatever that the reports may be entirely accurate. 

Bowne'r, I ·tllinlt you may agree with 111e that it woul.d 

be undesirable for the White House to make eny comment 

on the report unless we had some more positive evidenoe 

The President, 

Tbe Wh1 te House. 
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than that •• yet preeented. 

sel1eve =• 



REB 

A portion ot 
this tclcgrL~ ~uat bt 
closely pAraphraacd bc
rorc bcln$ eoamunl eatc4 
to anyone . (A) 

Secretary ot State , 

Waehi ngton. 

(LIADRID) 
Barcelona via N. R. 

Detcd January 24 , 1939 

Rcc'd 6 :50 p. =· 

1187, January 24, 7 p. m. (ORAY) 

81117I&ft.l £L._. 

Your 615, Janua.ry 23, 3 p . • · 

The story nguding tht al.ltS!d ala~ttr ot old un, 

wo~n and entldrcn by troops ot the Llttorlo D1v1s1on 

tollow1na their occupation ot Santa Coloma de Qucralt tlrat 

•ppcarcd in the Barcelona nc~spapcra on January 17. It wao 

attribut ed to the commande r ot ~\t Eleventh Division, who 

stated that when h1~ forces evacuated that village they 

took poa1t1ona on the htlghta aurroundlng 1 t t'I"'l:: wh!eh, 

a tcw houra later, ~ty observed, without the uat ot 

field &laotca, that all the old ecn, .woQLn and children 

who had t~<tn rcruec in Santo ColomA Gc ~utralt trcm the 

aurroun41na te r ritory had btcn aa1tmblcd in a group. Thty 

wrrl thtn olo.ughttrtd by machine gun tire . I t was 

csttmatcd that aomt 225 to 250 persona were killtd . Th1a 

report 
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2-11187, From ~adrid, Jan . 24, 7p.m. 

report vtna carried in the prtss for uvtral dayo, togethEr 

with an appeal to world opinion aigned by the Pr£aidcnt 

or t:u Cortes , htada or political partits, d<pUtita , 

vritcra, :.nd others . (EIID GRAY) 

!ht propaganda s ection of the Wlnistry or Stat< t o 

whoa< censorship all torc1~n corrEspondents arc subject 

handed this story to th<m and somt of thEm carritd it. 

Tht AssociatEd Press corrcspondtnt informEd me at tht 

time thnt ht mistrusted it and did- not carry i t . 

I shall make such tfforta as art possible under 

prtsent conditions to verity tht report . 

THURSTOII 

EMB 

• 
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GRAY 

(l!ADRID) 
BABCELONA VIA N. R. 

Datrd Januory 24, 1V39 

Rcc ' d 7 : 10 P• m. 

Secretary or Stat<, 

WAIIhington , 

1189, January 24 , 10 p . m, 

111 ll87, Je..nuary 24, 7 p . 111 . 

Robert Allen, an -~r1c4n wh o c~ to Spain as an 

Qlllbulance drivrr cith the Interne.tional Bri&adE, but who 

tor aonc tim£ h~s bttn aas1atant ~orrcspondtnt tor the 

Aoaoc1e. trd Press and Rcutrro io toniGht otopping 1n thr 

Emba.ooy a.tlaiting tva.ouo.tion . 

Allen i:otorma me that l'lhile ne1th£r thE AssociAted 
(story?) 

Preas nor Reuters carried the atrocitr sto.y at tlrat thty 

did ao later artcr bcccadng reasonably convincEd ot 1ta 

truth . He says the Govrrnment ottcred to tnlce tor<1gn 

correspondent$ to ~~c front to intcrvlt~ t7coitnEasca 

but this plnn could not be carriEd out . 

'l'llURS TO II 

EI.'B 

ll'l\l 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. 0. c .. AT R c f,R"~OARO TIME 

WN104CL BARCELONA 281 19 2230 CBW1089 

NLT MRS ROOSEVELT 

WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON 

B39 JAN 2) ... 
• • 0 12 16 

ONCE MORE SPANISH PEOPLE SMUDDER IN HORROR AND INDICATION AT CRUEL DEED 

WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN HISTORY STOP IN CATALAN VILLAGE SANTA COLOMA DE 

QUERALT TWO HUNDRED WOMEN WERE SHOT IN COLD BLOOD AFTER BEINC GATHERED 

TOGETHER IN VILLAGE THRESHINCFLOOR STOP THIS HORRIBLE CRIME COMMITTED 

I( ·U-,r,u r.v-t'.... 7. 

~ tl"" ~ .. ~~ ·er f 
J ~~ · r, ~ ··A~> 1/"'1 

- ·~ ~? ~' r~~ 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTI CUT A V E .• WASHINGTON. D. c .. AT ___ _..TANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

2/50 

ON DEFENCELESS WOMEN SHOWED UP INVASIONS TREACHERY AND HORROR FOR 

MURDERERS FORMED PART ITAL IAN LITTORIO DIVISION STOP WE WANT ALL WOMEN 

TO KNOW OF THIS DEED WHICH ADDS ONE MORE CRI ME TO THOSE COMMITT ED BY 

INVADERS STOP MAY WOMENS CONSCIENCE WORLD OVER AS MOTHERS WIVES DAUGHTERS 

RISE UP IN WAY 

T. l. phon. • National 26ftlt. To -.cu,.. prompt. a.eUon on IRqultlu lbl• oriJnnaJ RADtOOR.AM 1bould be preeenled a\ •b• oale. ot 

• OUU R..O.A. 00)Q{UN'ICATJON8, lnC:. la ielephOne 'lnqulrtu quote the numkr prec:.ed.lnc \.be place or ortcta. 

,_ IU~TVUe 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. D. c .. AT· ___ _.5TANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

~/50 

PASSI ONATE PROTEST UNMASK ING THOSE COVETING OUR LAND AND OPENING 

HUMANITYS EYES TO THIS DEED INHUMANITY WHICH TEARS AT OUR HEARTS AS WOMEN 

LU ISA ALVAREZ DEL VAYO WIFE MINISTER FOREIGN AFFA IRS 

!SABLE OYORZABAL PALENCIA SPAN ISH MIN ISTER STOCKHOLM 

MARGARITA NELKEN DEPUTY ETSECRETARY RUP MATILDE DE LA TORRE 

DEPUTY JUL IA ALVAREZ RESANO DEPUTY 

r.l.phon. N tl I 2600 To aeeure prompt &ttlon on tnqulrfu, tbl.ll orlrtnal RADIOOR.A.li JthOUJII be pruenttd at tbe omee or 
! Q OftG R.C .. A.. COliKUNICATION8. Inc:. ln tel•pbon• 1nqulrlu quote t.he nu.mber pnc:edlnathe pla.ce of orlJ"ln. 

'- lU.,._, lit 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. D . c .. AT' ___ _sTANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

:. .. . . . 

MRS 

4/.50 . 

; . . .. . .. .. 
:-.;. - : 
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- ~OSEFA RU IZ GENERAL DIRECTOR EVACUAT ION 

loiATILDE CANTOS GENERAL INSPECTOR PR I30NS 

-loiATILDE HUlCE SPAN ISH DElEGATE LEAGUE NATIONS SOC IAL 

PROBLEMS COMMITTEE DOLORES PIERA MUN ICIPAL COUNCILLOR 

_ T~IN I DAD _ARROYO DE MARQUEZ DOCTOR MARGAR ITA COMAS 

PROFESOR GENERAL ITAT NORMAL SCHOOL EMIL IA EL IAS 

DIRECTOR MADRID NORMAL SCHOOL JUANA ONTANON PROFESSORS 

MADR ID NORMAL SCHOOL ROSA RO IC DOLORES NOGUES 

Telephone: Nadonal 2600 
.... l~ ... -
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE •• WASHINGTON. D . c .. AT---~TANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

~/50 

DOLORES CABALLERO LUSSA ESTEVEZ ALL PROFESSORS BARCELONA NORMAL 

SCHOOL MARIA TERESA MARTINEZ BUJANDA INSPECTOR PRIMARY EDUCATION 

MERCEDES USUA PROFESSOR BARCELONA NORMAL SCHOOL MAR IA ZAMBRANO 

WRIT ER MATILDE MUNOZ WRI TER DOLORES IBARRUR I CALLED PASIONAR IA 

VICEPRESIDENT OF CORTES IRENE FALCON WRITER TRINI TORRIJOS 

CO NSUELO ALV AREZ WRITER JOSEFA LOPEZ GARRIDO GLOR IA MOR ELL 

CONSTANC IA ETORA 

·T.!ephone: National 2600 
.... ~'r'D lll .. .... 
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RECEIVED AT 11 t2 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHIN GTO N. D . c .. AT ___ __..TAND ARD TIME 

WN104CL 

6/31 

CHIEF FOREIGN PRESS OFFICE BELEN SARRACA_WR ITER AURORA ARNAIZ 

VICTOR IA KENT DEPOTY ADVOCATE ROBERTA RAMON PEP ITA MEL IA ACTRESS 

ROBERTA CARMENLACAR ACTRESS MAGDA DO~ATO WR ITER NATALIA ELASUA 

VI CE PRES IDENT BASQUE CATHOL IC WOMEN 

T I h N I I 2600 To Mcure prompt action on lnqutrtu tble or1.-toal ft.A.DtOOR.All •hould a.. prc•entt4 &t. t.be omce or 

• op One: Gt OftQ Jt.C.A. OOllWUNICATION8. t.nc. In ltlephone1nqulriu quole the. numbn precltdln.1 lbt p1a.c• or orlf'tn . 

... W.._TD UI -
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Lotter to Prcsldent 
From ~umner '.'io1les .,_ 

June ?.0 , 1939 

• ,,.. I I 

' ,;-t..·'' _, 
"f' \ 
s/,::11 

In ro- Prl"s1dente dosiro to hold mootin{l o!' 
F.:xeoutive Collil:Jittt-o o:' the Intor- eo•fcl•n:mental 
Coror11 ttee on Rof'ue;coc v1hich ho toolc np Tlith 
t.l:;l·on Tayior ns t"c President wished . A ttach!ls 
Tr ylor 1 s reaction on moet1r.g to hiln !'or tho 
Proo . 1nfor ne.t1on . 

Sec l'a1cst~ne !'oldor- Poroisn !'1lo- Drm7er l - 1tl39 
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