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THE UNDER SECRETARV Or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

l 

~~~y 2:}. 1940 

Dear Mr. President: 

With reference to your request tor a complete tile 

ot ot tioial deepatohu received at the Department or State 
!rom Europe 1n the period Aprll 9 - M&J 22, 19~0 which 
contain evidence ot the bombing !rom the air by German 

torose ot oivlllan population• or retugeee, I enoloee an 
itemized aemorandum vblch I believe containe the i ntormation 

:rou dee1re. 

Enoloeure: • 
Memorandum 

'l'be Pree1dent, 

The White Houae. 
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April 9 

April 11 

April 12 

April 15 

April 23 

Npryax 

Oelo'e 55, April 9, 6 P•••• reports bombing ot homae 

in the Norwegian oapit&l. 

Oelo'e 67, April 11, 9 p.m. gives Naval Attaohe'• 

report on the bombing and maohine- gunning at Frederioketadt 

and etatee no reeiatanoe poeaible or given to thie 

incredible bombing. 

St ockholm'• 2:50, Apr1112, 6 p.m., give a Kre. Harriman ' s 

eJev1tneee account ot the bombing at Elverum 

Stockholm'• 276, April 15, 10 a.m., givea Kre. Harriman's 

opinion that German bombing and machine-gunning at Elverum 

and N7beragund bad no militarJ obJective. 

8tookholm'e 26,, April 15, quotes King Haakon to the 

etteot that Germane had bombed oivilian population oaueing 

terrible euttering to vomen and children. 

Stookholm'e ~9, April 2~. reporte macblne-gunning ot 

tvo em&ll t1eh1ng venele. 



May 10 

Max 11 

The Netherlands and Belgium 

Communication• between our mieeiona at The Hague and 

Brussels were severed eo soon after the German invasion that 

few reports have been received from those oapitala. 

The Coneul General at Antwerp reported on May 10 that 

the Fore Motor Plant at Antwerp vas bombarded that day and 

4 Belgian employees were wounded. 

Ambaesador Bull1tt1n hie 601, Kay 10, 9 a.m. reported 

a telephone converaation Vi th Ambaseador Cudahy in Bruaeels 

to the etteot that without any warning a large fleet or 

German bombers bombed Brussele at 5:15 that morn i ng. One 

ot the bombs dropped 300 teet from the American Embassy 

which is in the residential quarter of the city. 

Ambassador Bullitt in hie 623, May 10, 8 p.m., reported 

a telephone converaation with Ambassador Cudahy to the ettect 

that the Germ.ans during the day bad dropped many incendiary 

bombs, 

The Hague ' a 164, May 10, noon, reports bombing or the 

Dutch capital, 

Ambaeeador Cudah7 reported in his 108, May 11, noon, 

that the Germane were bombarding Bruseele from the air, 
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Max 10 

Franoe 

Ambassador Bullitt reported in hie 600, May 10, a a.m., 

that the Germane had dropped bombs on various open towns in 

France, notably Laon and Villera-Ootterete. 

Ambassador Bull1tt 1n hie 602, May 10, 10 a.m., reported 

that the Germane had bcmbed the open towns ot Colmar, Nenoy, 

Yitry-le-Franoo1e, Dunkirk, Ca1a1e end L1lle. Civilians in 

all these places were killed and wounded. 

Ambassador Bullitt1 a 604, May 10, 11 a.m., stated on 

the authority or M. Rochat that tbe Germans had bombed 

entirely civilian quartere in Nanoy, killing 16 oiv111ane 

and wounding ~. 

The Ambassador reported from Parle in hie 605, May 10, 

11 a.m., word from Consul Carter at Calais that the Germans 

bad bombed that town, killing 10 people with an unknown 

number or wounded. 

The Ambaeeador ' e 622, May 10, 7 p.m., reported the 

1nvest1gat1on or the Aaaiatant NavaLAttaohe for Air and 

the Assistant Military Attache tor Air into the bombing 

at Mery. Bombs tell on the outskirts or the town 

demolishing a two-story stone house and damaging others, 

killing and wounding several people. The raid was made 

in daylight in good visibility conditions. 

Ambassador Bullitt'e 624, May 10, 10 p.m. reported a 

further liet or open towns which had been bombed. 

Max 12. 
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MAJ 12 

May 14 

Moy 15 

May 18 

Mp 20 

Ambaaaador Bullitt'a 635, May 12, 11 a.m., reported 

that 147 civ111ana, among them many vomen and children, 

had been killed 1n German air raids. 

Ambaeeador Bullitt in hie 667, May 14, 7 p.m., reported 

eyewitness accounts or German bombinge ln Belgium and 

Luxemburg. He eaid: 1Nelther men, nor vomen, nor children 

are being epared. The talee of horror paaa all ballet.• 

Ambaeeador Bullitt'e 677, May 16, 3 p.m. , reported an 

investigation by the Military and Naval Attaches for Alr 

into bombinge at Toul, Nancy and Morhange. This report 

gives details of the bombings of the military hoep1tala 

at Toul. 

Ambassador Bullitt'a 747, May 18, 7 p.m. , desoribed 

the viciousness of the German attack in vh1oh every living 

thing in the fighting area is considered legitimate prey 

of the Germane. Pathetic refugees are considered good game 

by German machine-gunners and pilots. 

Ambassador Bullltt'e 761, May 20, noon, reported 

bombing of LeHavre. 

The Ambaeeador'e 776, May 20, 6 p.m., gives further 

deta1le of the bombing at Le Havre, including the alnklng 

or a terry-boat vlth a loee of 13 llvee. 

The Ambassador' a 778, May 20, quotes Vice Prime M1n1ater 

Chaute~ regarding the machins-gunning or women and child 

refugees. 

The Ambassador' a 772, May 20, 6 p.m. , reports the 

bombing and machine-gunning or columna of refugees. He 

gives 
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give• the e1ev1tneaa account or Kad .. e Ko~t or the 

maohine-gunning or a group or chi ldren vho vere leaving 

8o1uone. He q.uotee an Amer1oen, K.r. Barton Hall, regarding 

the bombing or Co•piegne, including hoepitale and train&. 
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