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U~ ~ February l , 1941 

• 

My deo.r ll:r . Presi dent: 

I am sendinG you a copy of a letter I received 

from Prank Gunther under date of December 17 . I be-

lieve you will find this letter interestinG. It con-

taine a great deal or detailed information concerning 

tho abdication or King Carol and the last do.ya or his 

regime , 

Believe me 

Enc . 
From Fro.nk Gunther, 

December 17 , 1940 

Tho President, 

The Vlhite House . 

lly yours , 

/ •• .MJ' -1-- • 
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Bucharest, December 17, 1940. 

t' .Dear Sumner: 
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I haTe boon soaking an opportunity for soma time to 
round out my despatch No. 1560 of Sopteobcr 9, 1040 , 
with sooe further foots and sidolighto, for tho sake or 
t ho historical record, on what happened after Kine Carol 
hod abdicated at 6 a . m. on Friday, September 5th . As I 
embody, herewith, somo intir.late deta1lo, I think it bot-

. t or not t o do so by doapatoh • 

Sinoe preparing the above-mentioned despatch, I 
have learned that during the night of September 4-5 
General Antonescu, on one pretext or another, enticed 
nearly al l of the King ' s Court officials , ono by one , 
to the building of the Presidonoy and thoro locked them 
up, The King kept calling for one or another of those 
but found hi.maelt by 3 a.m. dosortod ond elono . This 
undoubtedly had an additional psycholocical effect on 

: . ... . ' ·' ... ·~ . him, But avon so, he micnt not have abdicated had not 
- Oenerql Antonesou got that evil genius , Urdaroonu, Min-.. .. . -
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ister of the Court , on his side . The latter is on or­
r ant cowar d and was thorouChlY frightened. He also , at 
the General ' s instigation, uraod the King to abdicate . 
lladame Luposou managed to cot saf ely to the Palace 
through e ai de door from her own house, some woy orr, 
where she had been making final arranaernents for depart­
ure. She wes defin.itely i n favor or abdication and es­
cape . What i8 Yery interestinc is that she tried to in­
duoo King !Jihai to leave Vtith his f ather. This ho r e­
rueed to do . In the end she kissed him cood- byo, muoh 
to his d1srrust ond subse~uent comment. One must have 
livod in Rumania for 8o~e time to realize fully j ust 
what a feat Cenerel Antonescu accomplished in the re-
moval of the King and without consequential bloodshed, 

The 

' . ' 
Honor able 
Sumner Welles , 

Under Secretary of State , 
Wae~ingto!l • D. 0 , 

The 
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The General undoubtedly saved tho 11voo or tho Kine 
end hie party by sendi"i: with them on tho train t wolvo 
picked and heavily arruod ooldiers. \lhen t ho t rain eot 

to Tilniaoor o, members or the Iron Guard wore ntmit1ng it 
with every intention or k1ll1.ng n~l aboard. nora t hoy 
wore protected by tho St ation Unster, who booeMe nware 
ot what was hoppe.ning and t~hen t he train nlo\7Cd dovm 
a1Rnolled it to go right through Tilnioooro wi thout stop­
pi ng. Even so , a bottle was soon r osine . Tho t r ain was 
badly shot up and had it not been t or the otoody t iro or 
t he soldiers oboerd , who used one or more mooltino guns 
as wall , the train would hnvo boon boarded , <l,ui to a 
number or Iron Cuardiato wero killed. Tho Ir on Guard 
was furious with the Station Hoster ond shot him, but 
f ortunately, according to l ast accounts , ho hoo survived, 
When the t r ain arrived at the Yu(5oslov rrontior the 
guards or course lett it, nnd the Yueoslav authorities 
nrrensnd to send them book. There \\'aS quito a flutter 
at tho frontier upon t he sudden arrival ot these armed 
mon . 

14. Curanesou , tho t ormor Rumanian Minintor to 
Switzerland , mot th~ King ' s ocr when it arri ved a t Lu­
gBno , He told me on a aubsoquant visit to Duohorest 
that it was positively riddled with bullot-hol os, The 

· Kina hod told him that he hod sat t hr ouah tho ontiro 
trip t aoing l.le.dame Lupesou with a loaded r evolver on 
his lop. General Poposou, rormer Chier or St arr and a t 
t ho t t ime L!1niator or t ho Interior, had also been ohargod 
by Conera~ Antonesou w1 t h tho t ask ot aooo:npanying tho 
party to Sw1 tzorlo.nd. According to · H. Guro.nesou , the 
party did not tarry a t Lugano as they had hod word that 
turther attempts would bo made a.nd that they \for e boing 
tollowod to Svlitzerlnnd by Iron Guard momboro. The King 
wos unable to take with hilll his entire train or aovoral 

.. oars , so had to trona-ahip· the most valunblo ond nooos-
·. aory things i nto one oor . The others wero loft behind 
, i n Switzerland under seal. 

A Oolonol Filotti , one or the King ' s personal 
a i deR , t~ho aeoompan1od the party to Spain, has since re­
turned and , I have heard, paint s a sorry picture ot bore­
dom and wrangling among the three as t hoy spend their 
dreary days i n a large but empty Spanish hotel, 

· As you probably know by now, Carol and Uodame Lu­
posou have boon permitted to go to Tangier and Urdoreanu 
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to Portugal. Franoo ie nothing it not chivalrous and 
information roaching him or torthooming attempts by 
Iron Guardiata upon the lives ot all three , possibly 
intluenood him to permit this ohanco or r esidence. 
I understand that though tho prolonged prosonoe ot tho 
Royal Party i n Spain V/119 unwelcome, tho Spanish Govern­
ment would never aocede to the r equests or the Rumanian 

' Government tor tho extradition ot Mndamo Luposou and 
tlrdareanu. ·· 

.. Shortly after the ICing' s departure I had somo side­
lights on his palace lite rrom Oaws, who hod been the 

: • British butler to the King since meoy years, Ho cruno 
. · ... '· to mo looking tor a job as he was not being r etained. 

:· • : .. ::, .. Daws , who is not really "o top ' ole butler , " waxed con­
.·. • :' ~ '· · tideotial out or the oornor or his mouth which held one 

,·:,. . • ·~~ .. ot tho King 's cigars, and described how night. arter 
;· •;. , ,:·;· . \. night this ourious triangle dined alone in tho Palaeo • 

. : · .:':" '·~ Mihai apparently always had his meals sepllrahly. Some -
• .' · : . .'-;-:: . ' times , however , he oonrided , tho King would be kept 
' ' , · ·• ., waiting till ton o'clock or so only to learn then by a 

· · :. \ ~.-: ... : telephone message that Mndame Lupesou pleaded a headache 
: . · ... and so would not co:ne down trom her villa. Later ho 

.. . ·;"\ ·, .. :would learn that she was dining there teto-a-t&to with 
· .. '•· tlrde.rellnu. According to Dews, on two occasions in tho 

: . /' · · last year, the King dined away rrom the 'Pilleco , end on 
· .· : • '· · • eeoh oooasion when !t.adame Luposou and Urdareanu entered 
$ ~ ~ •• • the dioin{; room, sho whispered to the latter to sit in 

. :· ;-:-; . the King's seat • . 

;_.~ '.' .'·;·.~ · · . tlrdaroanu•a intluonoo in tho country was tre:nondous . 
::··'·· · ·•· .. ·,. ,. .. No one or the King' s Ministers over soemed to reel that 
· .;. ·· :·. • • it wee sufficient to obtain tho King• a approval on a 

1 · , ;·.-··~ · .' .. : ma~tor w1 thout lllso taking it up with Urdareanu. Thnt 
.... ,·. : ·,v .. the latter feathered his neat is ·a most likely hypothesis . 
: , . ., ,, '· .. ·In addition, be wlls quito a heavy gemblor end I hellrd from 

· .. · ... ·: :· ., .. ," time to time ot ·poker parties ·which wet>t on oven until · 
... . ~· i:: .'·:: ... ten o'oloolc the following morning, large sums having 

•• : .• <·' • • changed hands . King Oarol governed by shutting his eyes 
'· ·:·:'·:·,-:;; .to graft and then holding it over thoae who had profited • 

. , :· · . . : It is said that he kept a tile on ovoryono, and should ll .. 
· Minister become recaloi trllllt he would draw out tho rilo 

_. .. ."·\ ·;~; • -· and let bi m .soo tho evidence against him. 
,,- • .• ~ I 

· • :~· : ··,. . Psyohologioally this trillngle is probably one ot 
.. .•. , .. , ,. the most curious in .history . That the Kine wqs eonuinol y 
. . . _. i~ love with his olever, somi-Jowish triond, there is no 

• '1 • :.•. d&ubt, She , on the other hand, vros tasoinnted by 
.~ · .. t: : .. -~ ,:: .. -.. :· ... ·::,, .. ~ '". '· ... 

'. • ••• ' . ;. • .. )I • , ~·~ Urdareanu. 
·· .r· :·' .. ~~. ··' ~·:: .:~ ·; ...,.: · ~. ':• .. ·.,) .. ·· t" ~~ 

t'\;~ """ • • • 
• .-:: ... , 0 • "· ; ~ • 

''·~··~· · .. · . -:.,·· :., .. 

' • 



. -· 

.,' .. : .. 

. ,. 

! 

• 
Urdaroonu . For the Kina oho probnbly hed a doop ottoo­
tion. but tor Urdoreonu o pos1t1vo pase1on . Urdaro~nu 
ond abe , moroo~or. ~~ro mentally okin. notb tho Kine 
and trrdareanu rrero .vhya1oollY c t trnoted by cony otllor 
youn.sor womon . Urdnroonu ' G long illnooa in ho&p1tt\l 
this poet ou.~"'lor \'tOA in all Ukol1hoo4 oup-orinduood by 
b1o oxooss~s . Uy inrorcentG in thio oonnootion aro 
both o doctor and a nurso who happonod to troot him. 
Howovor , on top ot this he h3.d rcco!vod o bad blow in 
tho baok, \'tbioh might have como oi ther t'ro:n. c kick or 
trom q hoavy stick. Kine Carol t1as orton very violent 
and it is oa14 that ha lost hie tompe:r with Urdo..roonu 
and boleborod him. ·· 'i'his io qui to possible . Dotoro hio 
4eperturo, in con.neot1on with hio "aa lo" to the Govern­
mont ot one of tho noyal rcsidoncon. he clecired to bo 
paid i n Swiso t'rnnco to his crudit in Switzerlend; 
111 t iza Con.otant1nonou domurrod, I am to.lrly r eliably 
inror:ned. and enrol aoizod him, n1aulecl blm end chook: 
biro. eo badly thGt ho \'IUD upaot tor clay5 • 

I havo otton r~~natod upon bovl dtcrorent mieht 
hove boon the oourae ot R~n13n hiotory had the Aine 
long a6o GOt rid o~ t.:Odo.mo Lup-osou, as ~1Dl11u, tho 
National Peasant Landor, boaeod hie to clo , ond as enrol 
bi.Nolt egroed in or <lor to obt.nin L.1a.n1u • D support in 
regaining his throne . This outstanding 41rror onco bo­
tvToon theno two nen 1nh1b1tu4 tho normo.l dovclopo.ont ot 
pol1 t1oal relationships o.n tho l~o.tional Peaeant l-'orty 

· could not come t o power . It wi ll bo rocalled that it 
, polled the largeet voto .in the la:Jt elections held. o.t 

· ·.•. tho end ot 1037 in spito or 4 liationol Liberal Party be-
in& in pov~r e t tho timo. That tho Kine $hOuld havo been 

. eo ob4u,rete in hio rola.tionu v:1th llsntu tand co s tubbornl y 
· r otueed to acrt aside ;.todamo Luposou is " strom:~ indico.-

.. 
"'' 

•' , 

'• 

'· 

. t1on t hat he end l~daco Lupoaou had beon secretly married, 
morganotiool ly ot oourso. as many well-informed pooplo 
ma1ntc1n . ~ o'm 4e4uot1on 1u thot they were carriod 
while tbe King wno in ex1lo and before ho roturned to 
tako up tho ,Klngahip . He novor ~~uld have s hovm suoh 
s t aunch l oyalty nor made such oaoritioea tor s cer e 
mist r ess . , · 

Raroly in bistory hac tbo more prenenoo ot a wo:w.n 
in a country oxorcisod ouoh a tremendOus intluonoe, tor 
tho worse , on tho hiotory and development thora~t . I nm 

. not speaking or nor maddlins . ot her tinanoial acquioi-
• tiTonoaa . or the groupe of' gra:ttoro and orooku who soultbt 

her 
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'*"~/{. ·:'- THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

' I WASHINGTON 

' I 
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My dear Mi ss LeHand: 

February ? , 1941. 

In accordance with the request contained 

l n the Presidentls memorandum of January 31, 

I am returning here~~th the enclosure •h1oh 

the President sent to the Secretary and myself 

with that memorandum. 

Believe me 

Enclosure: 

Yo 'jr ~ o1o-cerely, 

Statement "The 
Situation of the 
Former French 
Premier Leon Blum' . 

Mise Harguerite A. LeHand, 

Secretary to the President, 

The White House. 



/ • 
'I'!!E SI'!VA1'10l! OF '!'!IE ·FOR!!ER :!'!!Z!JCH Plmll!:R L'!X>N BLID.! 

'!'his report was brought to the United States by a man 'llho arrived 

!roo :!'ranee about January 20 , 1941. It is bMed on two intervie"s "hieb a 

friend of his had "ith Leon Blum. '!'he aecond interview, "hich took place 

shortly before Chriat:nes, wee bet.,een thie friend and Blum alone , with no 

~rds present. '!'he fact that this "as probably the only such interview, 

'llakes it necessarily confidential, · for the safety of t hose concerned. 

Leon Blum is imprisoned in the buildings of an old neglected 

eatete in lli1ir.lsol, three niles fran Rion. '!'his prison and the court were 

established not long ago , for the purpose of confinlne; and trying Blum and 

his fellow prieoners. '!'here are only t11o of these : former Pre:nler Daladier 

and Generalissimo Gamelin. 

Blum occupies a rather small corner rool!l wl th two "1ndows. '!'he 

roo10 is unheated. 'lhia has been an extremely cold winter "ith te!lll>ere.tures 

far below freezing, and Blum, who is close to sevent,, suffer& severely frol!l 

t he cold. He has repeatedly asked for a stove to b e 1notalled, but the 

request bas not been granted. He Ia often unable to aleep becauae of' the 

cold. '!'here 1a no running water in the roo:n, and no other san! tery arrange­

ments . J!e bas to call the guard for permission, and b e accompanied, "henever 

he needs to leava the room. 

'l'bis prl son bas no ki ten en , but the prisoners are no" allo,ed to 

bs.vo food brought th81!1 by a relattve . 'Before this, the feeding was bad and 

inadequate, and Bluo has lost about twent:r pounds. Blum no<r bas pe,.,lsslon 

to have food brought to him once a day by his daughte r-in- la"• the "ife of 

a son who was taken prisoner by the Gen:~Ans. She bas to bring the food by 
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btcrel• f~ •to., where eht 11•••· 

.ram •eal a 461'· 

Ia tble ~ bt lt able to have one 

11ua coa:pWa.d auch of 'bad tr .. t.:aent 'by tbt cuardt a\ the 

hslanlag , but aa.l4 \hat thh ba4 lapt"O .. d •• U tlret tlMlr tNat:te.:st •• 

'bN\1.1 aod d.hreap.att\11.. They at4r .... 4 hla aa 1 Blwa•, e.en •ttttnc 

•Wontltur• , u4 uted the fuUlar for:a 1 tv.1 ; lnl\ r.ecct.l7 ~.,.ban becoct 

~r• ,.,..pKU'u.l a.•ul be.!Ufl to eall hla •Uouleur h Presldent• . 

He hallowed to ban a awlbu of !"reach rsew.,apera aa4 thirty 

'bookt tlb..Jc.' be ce-e4e tor bit wo~. l'btllt'f'n he h pb7ale&l_l.7 a'bh to •rit-e , 

he "orin on hh IIMOlrs . 8v.t tbe cold. h the aah o'bet.ele. So fer !lO'Md7 

hat bterfe.-.4 rith bh .aa~Ns.e:oiptl . Letu" a44rease4 t-ct hia &'l"t clellnred 

to the judie or the cour-t, but b&tlte4 o•er to '11'011 n!ttT a r .. 4a.7•· 
• 

Ke baa oo contact wi th the otller two prhonert and. bat nnu 

apolc:eo to th• al t.hoo.sh they &re on the ,...,, noor. 

Moa t toter.etbac h 'llu'e owe report of tbt cbara•• .U.e ap.lc.at 

hh. Thtlt have bttn chanaed unr-U ttmu. It ate!'ls tbe.l-LeSueur, the 

\y hi•• Ia 81~1 1 c&ae ht 41d oot even try, aa hat beeQ done l n other caaee 

or toi"CCer hftacla 1-.lers. \o acca" bla or sbtnlu:a:tt, rr~. o r cl••• 

or ott l ce. 11~1 • latt&rlty l a too well known. the tlret accua~t1on 

ap.loat Jtlu was that be, •• hN.tr or ~~ Popalar P'ront Oove!"M"t, ... , 

retpooalble tor earr,yia& out 1ta pros~ whleb • •• detrlmto~ t o th• wtltart 

of tht COUAtt7. !btl &eCUMUOlll waa brora,cbt forward 1D U d.abon.te 4ocu.­

••nt by tbt pro&e<:u.tor . to t.hle ltlws replied h a nUteo atattcne:at. tMt 

the 7opt,&lar 7'ro:lt prosnm •u aot Ma otm, Kh p~ ... aa.ch aore ca­

prthftntlva and 41fftrtd la D&a1 retpeets, Be waa call ed upoa b1 the 

Pretlhat ot the Jt.tpabllc, aft'er the eltcUou ha4 thon that tht p.ople 
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{1\VOr od the Popular l"ront program, to fona " £0VOI'lll:IO!lt on the baa!• or 

thlo ;>rocro:l ani\ to tey to oarry It out. 'rile aocueation ahould be 41 rected 

ao>loat the Yotero, all groupe and leadore of the Popolar l"ront, and tbo 

P r ealdeat of tho Republic. After lllWII had gl .en t blo an"'er, the eMrge 

was ,1 tb4ran. 

It was followed by a second accusation: that ho waa reoponslble 

for the sociAl lawo which hacpered the defense of the country. llluc repl ied 

thet all lawl were !!ret paoaed by the Chamber of Deputlea and tho Senate . 

lie obrlouo1y oonnnced the prolOcutor of the wealaless or theoe charges, and 

they were &&&In withdrawn. 

The third accusation, which wae still stand!na at tho time of this 

int erVIew, reduced the orlmeo committed to lncltlng atrlkoo and creating 

aoclal unrest to put pressure upon !l!lployero and parllaoent. 'rile testimony 

of two bnndrod witnesses bad been oollected by the prooocutor to prove this 

charge. \'he witnesses were 1101tly inc!uotrlallsts and Included the repre­

oentativaa of tho !bployers1 ~ittee with whom Blua hed hll doelalve 

aegotlatloal !a the aprlna of 1936. lllum !o bitter beeauae theae people 

falalflod the faots and related untrue stories to give some fouadatlon to 

these chllrgoa . lie has already prepared hia defeaae speech . Ro hno engaged 

two attorney•, Shpanla and Lo Troquot. 

!be trial was expected to t &lco plaoo betweell Cbrlotmaa and !lew 

Yean, but hall&aln beea poatpoaod. In new of tho cbar,;OI, lllWII Ia tbreatOl>ed 

with deportation or a ter:o in a allltaey !ort, either in !r&Dco or tho colonies. 

Thla wno the a1 tuatlon at tho time o! the lat errlew. Tho news­

paporo of January 28 report the text ot a now constitutional act lsouod by 

tho Chle! of tho French State, Peta!n. Tbla act, accord lot; to Article V, 



..... 
h applleable la the out of llu. Wo t.rt-.1 a .. 4 lie lwld. '!be Chief of 

t..~e S'-t. ha.a '-''• pow.r t.o pf"'OOOQaee ...,. or tbe folto.tac pwah!lanh, 

whieh ~ lie dtbu teapo,.f7 or btlol u ... ,: 

DqrlTatloa or poll\tcal r1&'ht.t. 

Conttneaent. h l'tllltl'lCt un4n ~rd la ~ee or th.e Colont ... 

~lalet~ttve tnt.erDdtnt.. 

DeteQtlon ln a tortlflt4 citadel. 

Thne can baf'4l:y bt t.n:Y doubt th.~L ono of the eot.hea tor t.ble 

act 'II'1UI tl'ae with to aYOU. tri•ll tthtcb oltht pron ebarT'8Ul~ to the 

flchJ conr=t.at. 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012

