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• r~r: ~'f't'Ut 

TWt UNOfR $tCAUAitY Of' STATE 

WASHINOTOH 

J\lno \1 , l'it4l 

! h&vo r oco:vod t~am tho Sr1t1sh ~.baamy a 

COn "1<10n t:c.l COll'~-,tlft'lc G.t10n t'eC4t'din~ tho $ tO, t:l 

tll1iCh w1ll be t4kon by tM ~r1.t1sh Oovern..•Mnt 1n 

o~er to ot.l!c 1 t !lOIJiblo tor t..ho Jews 1n Pale a .. 

t1no to ~artie!~~ =o~ aotivel~ 1n dotcnso 

:'";OOtu.res . S!~co : knov thh ::atter ~. been 

eo~s of th1s c~n1o~t1on ~o~ your L~:o~tton . 

nolicv& 

!no. 

Tho Prot1dent , 

'l"'h'l \7!1.1 to Houao . 

-
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tCCL"'.'"·;, n . ~ :!:t ::o-s:{ .,::,:..ssy, 
b7 '·' 1 ..t~~~-.. ·;:A~::r::o'!'o:: . 

~tkitr'""J'P.MH :;oy t.th, l9n 
By 'f , :e ___ _ 

:.:, c.;.c":.r ::r . · ;:'l.&r•t4crota~:t~ 

:--.b:ts:n....:or • :-.oa•~• !"ro:: ?.A'b~! Stopl'".on !: . .. 1,0 eont.a !.'"lln_: 

a. r-o:.uoot t~at tl<* .;o-a: 1."l ?al.,sttno bo por:t tt.ed to !'or= 

ret!.Mn~• and a l!o.mo ~u;1rd. . -::e have now recetved froo 

London A ctutonont ot Hi= L:.O.joety 1 t Oovor~-nont ' s o.tt1tudo 

ln tht:s connox1on . They reolie~.t or oource thot tho Jewish 

Co:1ro tor tho =oans or self-protoc~ion in PAlost!r.e 1~ 

~atu~•l~ and ~Avo bean cons1der1ns how boat to noo: it . 

2 . ~• ~avo now beon authorised to lnror= you 1~ :~'"l-

fll'!eneo tt'.at tho;r la vo npproved t..~o follow!.nc; p roposals 

sub:t:!tted by tho i-:lch Co:::: .. h s lol"..er: 

{l) !.:r.pana1.on or tho .!<H1ish sottlenont pollee to its 

fo1,or 1'1 t:roncth durtne tho di a tur'bAncos , with 

t ho !lOOa1'b111.t;r o!' futuro ox;ana1on :.r th1:J is 

auccea~t'u.l . 

(2) ~ro 1ntens1vo ~~atn1n3 or tt.o :J,ec1al ru:al 

conate'bulc..rj' . 

(3) ~~oana1on on 4 ~oro rostrtotod tcalo ar tte 

urban opucia.l con.st.c.bulary . 

7."1e Honournl•lo 
~u:r.:1tr ollee , 

l:ndor-$')C\1'1llur~ or tt{;t;e o!' t.ho Unttod S~a tos, 
'·•••h1nct..on , D. c . 
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(~) ;onttn~od oq al op,o~~~~tty ~o~ o~tlc~~nt 1nto 

t.1o<J raloottno Int'e."'\trj" 'b'1ttol!ono ror bot.h Jo·;IO 

nnc1 ,'.r,'ll:,s, etnd cccpl.>t1on o!' t!'\o acooptc4 r, .. 

tlvo o!' tho !"nto or onlt:Jt::'lent ot "ru'bo . 

~ . !n ad.41.t1on , thl poas!.'b111ty is not oxcludoci, p:ooo-

v14ed e~u~,aont and ata1~~co aro cva1l•~lo, or exr•nd.l~ 

c.ho abOvo C:'l the ~ollow!nz l ines : 

(1) Convero1on ot' Jewish eo t tlor:ten ts into atron! po1nt..s . 

(2) ~a1n1ns Jo~t•h sottloxont pD11co (A) to do&l with 

pAr~chuto troops ~d. ~tnor a~r borne land!n:t 

(b) to •nc•e• 1n tonk huntinc (c) to odopt 

cuortllc tact1ca aua1ntt oneoy dotac~~e~ts 3nd 

l~n·u ot C0."7tu.."\1catto.'"'1 (4) ~ p:-otoct wt!.thout 

esc1~tAncb tro~ Qr!.tiah troopc or roltco tha 

J0\'.<1Ih sott.locont: aactnet re~ellioua J..rab 'banda . 

4 . Zho above rAve been c~~tcatcd !n at~1ct eonttdonce 

to Dr . Han1or of tho Joulsh :.sonC:f , who 1'-..oo o:r.,re::sod r:uoh 

aat!.atnotion . !1. h not howeNer lntendoC to oako on7 public 

lin."\ouneooont, :Jlnco a;ort !"ro:: ~1v!.nz. valuable !.:'l!"o=-:wt.!.on 

to l.ho cnO!nY th1s m1~ht hnve the florst poatt'ol.o e!"fect upon 

/t.ro.'o opinion in t.ho ~:ldd:lo ::,.:;lt . It wl.ll 'oo A.j)lJ:OOc1ato~ 

~o.~.at ':lith th• r:-esent t1twn.!.o:'l. ~n ::-s<;: nnd S:rr!.a. :~...~~· 

prac1p! t.atc am.!r..z o! t.l"e Jc'.2s n!.~t !.e~(! to C:cte:-!o!"At1on 
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!n t..!;.o- :.t~.t:~:"r.tol atc\....-lt] !!'\ ?•lect.!no , -.!.-:l-1 C:::»\olC: only 

bo :-oot.>ro ... b:J' t.t;a c:H.vor'.liOtl. o." 1:.~.0 nri t1ah troo;.:) t:-~ 

~uro v!t~l op.rat!on~ . 

:> . :.v·;n 1r o:-:·.s ~:oo :avA1l:1'olo !'or- c;tr.~o~rAl C~t:t:- 1'bu· 

t..:J:'l, :,.e!". ';:.lon -'O".!lc. n,t :.n tl".o jud.:;::tnt ,r :~!s ~:t.jestr'• 

Oov~~""lcmt c~t:-!bute to local aoc1:1t7 a.nd voul~ ~ vo 

l!ttlO t:!.1llt0t7 V.:\1\.lO GC0.1n.tt trained tt"OOpC . ':"no;,• fOOl 

l.J.c.t tho :::.H:.tort o.uthor lt10I rtU:J t be lett rull d.1scr6t1on 

to u::e Wo oq,u.1f!Cont a.vo.1lnblt to the~ to tl"A bes t adv.sn· 

ta:• · 
6 . t•o oro o.rre.n:;!ne to 1rCoM:Ii P.abbl · .• teo orally and 

in CQnfidenCO that the Ci.UOition Of t.hO JOWl forMin!;: !" l::l­

~0:\ts end 6 Home CuGrd h&s bttn unce~ nctlve cons16~r•· 

tlon by Hh ~•J••ty 's UOVO:"t' .. .,.nt. \i'no tavo &t)Jlroved eort.Aln 

propos"-la ror actlo:t :ubc~t toeS. by ;he !itch co~~.:.~.slonor ~ 

and. that. tho e1at or t !'".ooo atopa has been coo....-un1eat.e<1 

in strict con1"1d&ne6 to Dr . liAmhr in Lon~.oon and : .. r . Sher• 

\.Ok in JOl"UJ&lom, 'bOth Of ~-:no."!l ha VO 0X!'rlll04 t!'::.e1r sa t!.J• 

tae:ton . ~A ~tal:: o~ t~ pro,osals aro not be!nc ~1s· 

cloteci to P.&b'bi r:1so . 

Yours vor~ 41ncer~ly , 

i~'Vlt.E Etl':"'....Zi\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

June 14, 19 4L 

MDlORANDU:4 FOR 

THE UNCER :.l<:CHETARY OF STATE 

I th1.nk t his story !rom 

Morris about t he closing ot t he 

Christian Science churches in Germanr 

should be leaked to the ne~•sp:.~.pera 

here. 

r. D. R. 
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Note : Let L~r of i.iay 8 addressed to 
.::.sst . Secy . Long oy J> .. mbussador 
:::iteinho.rdt , returned to Stv.te Der)t . 
a::; !'e:r their reQuest . 

d.jb 



My dear Mr. Proa1dent : 

I n ree.,onae to the 1t:QU1J'7 con=lnod ln rou.r 

~:te:oran4.1.1:: ot Ju.ne 2?, I eo tranaalttlng herev1 th a 

me=or~nduo cover1ne the 1ntormat1on whtch the Depart­

cent has wtth resara to thla a1tuat1on and I am llkc­

vlae ertcloelns tor your 1n1ormat1on a letter dated 

~ 8 cddreaae4 to Assistant Seoret&ry Long by 

hlllbn uador Steinbardt >~hiob de&la vith th11 proble:. 

Believe =• 

Enca. 

?b.e President, 

7he lih1te Rouse. 

.· 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

!IEI·IORANDUI'. 

July 1, 1941. 

The Agudas Cbas1de1 Ohabad is one or several 

organizations ot orthodox Jews in the United Statee. 

Each of the agudas has aPProached the Department through 

ita rabbis to secure a~ecial treatment tor i ta fellow 

religionists as prospective immigrants. Rabbi Sehneersohn, 

Rabbi Silver, Rabbi Teitelbaum - each representing dlt­

terent agudaa - and various other rabbis associated 

with theg or acting independently have been to the 

Department time and again during the last twelve months. 

In all, they have aubml. tted to the Department in the 

neighborhood or 10,000 names. In cany instances , the 

name or the individual does not include the persona or 

his house.hold who desire to accompany h1m and tor whom 

application is automatically made. Relati ves include 

wife, children, chi ldren-in-law, brothers and siotors­

in-law and persons or varying other degr~es or oon­

eanguinity or relationship by marriage. A great many 

or 

.. 
" 
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ot the~ are stated to be rabbis and a large number 

are alleged to be rabbinical students. They mostly 

round the~eolvee in Poland, Lithuania, Eaotem Geraany, 

Latvia and Southwestern Russia before either the 

Russian or the Ger~ armies moved into Lithuania and 
in 

back into Russia when they wore cl osea/by the Russian 

absorption or the Baltic states. At that time com­

munication became very ditticult, even practically 

i mpossible, because ct reetrioticns imposed by the 

Rueo1an Government and by the action or that Govern­

ment in closing our Consulates. 

Not~dthatand1ng the r estricti ons and the impedi­

ments, the Department showed every inclination to 

be or assistance to them as tar as the law and a 

regard tor other sects would permit. One list that 

was submitted contained 3,800 natles but tho rabbis 

were asked to restrict it further and to cull !rom 

it nnmos, and they returned a list or approxi~tely 

980 culled out ot the larger list. 

A great many ot those persons to whom visas 

were issued have arrived in the United States. A 

large number or rabbis have arrived and large groupe 

ot rabbinical students como to tho United States 

not nocessarily as groups but were entitled to entry 

into the United States because as indiViduals they 

belonged 
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belonged to one of these groupe which were endorsed 

by rabbi s resident in the United States. 

!.{any of the persona ldlo left Russia left pro­

aa.turely and not only without Al:lerican visas, but 

~~thout any provision whatsoever for American visas, 

stating, ho•ever, that they were coming to the TJnited 

States and on the basis of that statement received 

eXit pel'lllits from the Russian Governruent. A number 

of these people got ae far ae Manchuria and Japan 

and there are a thousand or 1,500 of them still in 

Japan, others havttg left there and proceeding to 

Shanghai, were they presently reside. 1'/hlle tho 

Japanese Governcent has not been hospitably inclined 

to refugees; they have pel'lllitted them transit pal'lllite 

and have extended their stays from time to time, 

and apparently would always afford them an opportunity 

to proceed 1'rom Japan to Shanghai. The Japanese . 

Govemcent has not indicated ita intention to send 

them back into Russia. Consequently, because of 

the Govcrncent of the United States, they have been 

able to escape from the localities whore they were 

1n danger and now find themselves in a place whore 

they are not to be persecuted and where their lives 

are not in danger. 
Unfcr tunately, 
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Unfortunately, in a comparatively few cases porao~e 

who held visas to the United States were caught by tho 

Department' s general orders . These orders >~ere issued 

a rter careful consideration or nll the racts concerned 

and envisaged t he danger to the sarety or the United 

States because of t ho practices of the Geroan and Russi an 

Governcents in connection with persons emigrating troo 

territori es under t heir jurisdiction to the United States. 

These persona have been told that when they assemble 

their families and can come to the United States with 

their families and when the immigration quotas permit 

visas to be issued to them, there will be no r eason why 

they might not be favorably consi dered for immi~rant 

visas - of oourse ~~tb the precautionary proviso thnt 

each ease will bo examined on its own meritw. 

See letter at tached. 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22 , 1941. 

lln{ORJJIDUM FOR SmJNER VfEl.L~ 1 

'l'he Yugoslavian Mi nister banded me the 
enclosed December 20th . I hAve not t he t1me 
to go through it Ollrefully , but it relates to 
the horrors of the Oerm~n occupntion of Yugo­
slavi a . He suggeoted thnt I mako n :;>ubl.ic 
stat&r.lent whioh oould bo broadcast frOJI: Boston , 
eto. (not by me peruonally, ot cour s e) strongl y 
deprecating these atroo1t1os . 

I am wonder ine it it would not be better to 
have you and Donovan' s office prepare six or 
eight broadcasts , each one covering a specific 
s i tuation such es t he Yugosl«v, the Ruu,anian, 
the Oreelc and Albanian, t he oooupied Fr&noe , 
t he Belgium, the Dutch and tbe N~rwegian . In­
stead or putting t heoc !n the firs t person, 
somethi ng l ilce this could be stated! 

"Tho Pre.:ident of the United States is 
deeply oonoer nnd by the r eport ed situntiou in 

and wi!l alwayu ro~ember the torr1ble 
-e-u~f~r~o-r~1-n-sa, murders , impri sonment , etc. which 
are bei~ v1s1ted. atr.ont4 the innocent men , women 
and children by the brtital Oermun occupation. 
He will alway~ remember what these countries 
are goin6 t hrough and the Unit ed St1.1tes will 
use every effort t o deocroy the conqueror and 
restore self- government to t he se lands . " 

Lengt byaocount of the suff er ings of the 
Yugoslav peO!>le as reported in l etter of 
Dec . 5th t o t he Pres . from Yugoslav Alinister 
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