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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 9§, 194l

Iy dear lLr. Prealdent:

I have recelved from the British Embasay a
consldenticl communication rerarding the stena
which will be taken by the Eritish Covernment in
order to male 1t nossible [for the Jews in Pales-
tine te particlipate more activelr in defense
mepsureés. Since I know this matter has'bean
brought to your attention, I am enclosing a
copy of thls communication for your inlormation.

Believe me

The Prosident,

The Vhite House.
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By huthior. M'g.{q__:ﬁ'f‘a-

wr. 535/5y/8r 4 e b vy 4th, 1061
azrF. §55/01/41 Mﬂvﬂ%i ay 4th, 19

éear Mr, Undor=-SaoTatasy,

You mar recollest that on May Bth jyou passed to the
Ambaszador o message from Hobbl Stepheon S. Ulse contalning
a reguest that the Jews in Palostine be pormitted to form
regiments and a Fome Juard. Ve have now recelved from
London a stutement of His Mejesty's Covermment's sttltude
in this connsxion. They reallse of course that the Jewish
desire for the means of self-protectlon in Palestine is
natural, and hove bean considering how best to mest it.

2. Te have now besn authorised to inform you in con-

fidence that they W ve approved the following proposals

submitied by the Hiph Commlssloner:

{1) BExpanslon of the Jewish settlement police to its
former strenpgth during the disturbances, with
the nossibility of future cxpansien if thils ls

succasgsiul .

-
1
Lo

More intensive tralning of the special rural
constabulary.
(3} Expansion on a mors restricted scale & the

urban special constabulary.

The Honourahle
sumner ‘Yielles,
Under-Saoratary of Ztate of the United States,
Viashington, D. G.
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[4) Continued equal opportunity for enlistment Iinto
the Palsstine Infantry battalions for both Jews
and Arabs, end completlon of thn accoptod ra-
erulting prozramme on the Jewlish side lrrespec-
tiva of thes rate of enllatment of Arubsa.
S In addition, the possibllity is not excluded, pro-
wided equipment end ssalstance are gvailoble, of sxpanding
the above on the following linesa:
) {1} Converslon of Jewish settlements into .strong polnts.
{2} Training Jewlsh settlement police (o) to deal with
parachute troops and minor alr borne landings
(b} to enpage in tank hunting (c] to adept
puerille tactics against enemy detachments and
1ines of comunication (d) to protect without
gasistance from British troops or pollce the
Jawish settlements against rebellious Arab bands.
da The above have been communicated in strict confldence
to Or. Hamisr of the Jewlsh Agency, who hLoa axpressed much
satiafaction. It 1s not however intended to make any public
announcomant, sinee apart from glving valuable informatlon
to the enemy this might have the worst possiole effect upon
ireb opinion in the lddle Enst. It will pa appreclated
that with the present situetlon In Irag and Syria any

recipitate arming of ®ls Jews might lesd %o deterioration
B =
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in the internal securlty in Palesting, wi:leh ecsuld only
be restored by the diversion of the British troops from
wora vital oparatlons.
5. Twen if erms were avallable for genepral dlstrlibu-
Lian, auck petlon would not in the judmment af IHls lajesty's
Govarnment contribute to loeal securlty and would mmve
1ittle military walue agalinst trained troops. Thoy fesl
thet the military authoritlies must be left full discrstion
to uge the sgquipment available to them to the Dest advan-
tace.
G tfla ara arranging to inform Rabbi Ulse crally and
in confidence that the guestion of the Jews forming razi-
ments and o Home Cusrd has besn uncer nctlve consldara-
tion by Hls la Jesty'!s Government who have approved certaln
proposels for actlon submitted by the lilgh Commissioner,
and that the gist of Lhose steps heas beem communisetsd
in strict confidence to Dr. Hamler in London and “r. Sher-
tok in Jerusalem, both of whom have expressed thelr satls-
faetion. The details of tho proposals are not belng dis-
e¢losed to Rebbl Wise.

Yours very sinceraly,

EEVILE BUTLER
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 14, 1%4l.

MEMORANDUX FOR

THE UNCER SZCRETARY OF STATE

T think this story from
Morris about the closing of the
Christisn Sclence churches in Germany

should be leecked to the newspapers

here.

F. D. R.
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Note: Letldr of lay 8 addressed to
Lsat. Secy. Long by Ambassador
Steinhardt, returned to Stute Dept.
&3 ner their request.

ajb
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THE UMDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

o |
XA
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July 6, 1941,

Ky dear Mr. Presldent:

In response to the inguiry conthlped in your
memorandum of June 27, I em transmitting herewlth a
memorandum covering the information which the Depart-
ment has with regard to this situation and I em like-
wise enclosing for your infermation a letter dated
¥May B cddressed to Assistant Secretary Long by
Ambassador Sgeinhardt which deals wlth this problem.

| \JL;

Believe me

Encs.

The President,
The White House.

b
v




’

mmm‘nwnmw .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

MEM 1134

July 1, 1941.

The Agudas Chasldel Chabad 1s one of several
organizations of orthodox Jews in the United States.
Each of the agudas has approached the Department through
1ts rabbls to secure special treatment for its fellow
religlonists as prospective immigrants. HRabbi Schneerschn,
Rabbi Silver, Rabbi Teltelbaum - each representing dif-
ferent agudas - and varlous other rabbls assoclated
with them or acting independently have been to the
Dapartmﬁnt time and again during the last twelve months.
In all, they have submlitted to the Department in the
nelghborhood of 10,000 names. In many instanaas,-the
name of the individual does not include the persons of
his household who desire to accompany him and for whom
application is automatically made. Relatives include
wife, children, children-in-law, brothers and slsters-
in-law and persons of varylng other degrges of con-
sanguinity or relationship by marriage. A great many

of
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of them are stated to be rabbls and a large number
are alleged to be rabbinlecal students. They mostly
found themselves in Poland, Lithuania, Eastern Germany,
Latvia and Southwestern Russia before either the
Rugsian or the CGerman armies moved into Lithusnia and
back into Russia when they were cloaedf%; the Russlan
absorption of the Baltic states. At that time com-
munication became very difficult, even practlically
impossible, because of restrictlons imposed by the
Russlan Government and by the acticn of that Govern-
ment in alﬂsing our Consulates.

Notwithstanding the restrictions and the impedl-
ments, the Department showed every lnclination to
be of assistance to them as far as the law and a
regard for other sects would permit. One ligt that
was submitted contained 3,800 names but the rabbis
were agked to restriect it further and to cull from
it names, and they returned a list of approximately
980 culled out of the larger llst.

A great many of these persons to whom visase
were lssued have arrived in the United States. A
large number of rabbls have arrived and large groups
of rabbinical students came to the United States
not necessarily as groups but were entltled to entry

intc the United States because as individuals they

belonged
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belonged to cne of these groups which were endorsed
by rabbis resident in the United 8tates.

Many of the persons who left Russla left pre-
maturely and not only without American vlsas, but
without any provision whatscever for American vigsas,
stating, however, that they were coming to the Tnited
States and on the basls of that statement recelved
exit permits from the Russlen Governuent. A nuober
of these people got as far as Manchuria and Japan
and there are a thousand or 1,500 of them still in
Japan, others having left there and proceeding to
Shanghal, where they presently reslde. While the
Japanese Government has not been hnspitablylincline&
to refugees, they have permitted them translt permlte
and have extended thelr stays from tlme to tlme,
and apparently would always afford them an opportunity
to proceed from Japan to Shanghai. The Japanese .
Government hae not indicated its intentlon to send
them back into Russla. Consequently, because of
the Government of the United States, they have been
able to escape from the localities where they were
in danger and now find themselves in a place where
they are not to be persecuted and where thelr lives
are not ln danger.

Unfeor tunately,
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Unfortunately, in & comparatively few czses persons
who held visas to the United States were caught by the
Department's general orders. These orders were lssued
after careful conslderation of all the facts concerned
and envisaged the danger to the safety of the United
States because of the practices of the CGerman and Russlan
Governments in connection with persons emlgrating Ifrom
territories under their jurisdiction to the United States.
These persons have been told that when they assemble
their families and can come to the United States with
their families and when the immigration gquotas permit
vigas to be issued to them, there will be no reason why
they might not be favorably considered for immigrant
visas - of course with the precautionary proviso that

gsch case will be examined on ites own merits.

SBege letter attached.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 22, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES:

The Yugoslavien Minister handed me the
enoclosad December 20th., I have not the time
to go through it carefully, but it relates to
the horrors of the German occupation of Yugo-
slavia. He suggested that I mako a public
statement which oould be broadoast from Boston,
eto. (not by me personally, of oourse) strongly
deprecating these etrocities.

I am wondering if it would not be better to

have you and Donoven's office prepare six or
eight broadoasts, each one covering & spacifioc
situation such &8 the Yugoslav, the Rumanian,
the Greek and Albanian, the occupied ¥ranoce,
the Belgium, the Dutch and the Norweglan. In-
stead of putting thesc in the first peraon,
something like this oould be steted:

"The Pre:ident of the United States is

deeply concernod by the reported situation in

and will alwavs rezember the terrible
suiferings, murders, imprisonment, etc. whlch

are beins visited amonf the innocent men, Wworiel
and children by the brutal Germun occupation.
He will always remember what these countries
are going through and the United Stuates will
use every effort to deaslroy the congueror and

restore self-government to these lands."

FlDlR.

Lengthy account of the sufferings of the
Yugoslav people as reported in letter of
Dec. 5th to the Pres. from Yugoslav binister

———
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