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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A.SHINGTON 

<o/'Z?/40 

),=:J:O FO:l ::I3SY 

Thnnl: h1a very ouch. I 

hrvc been delight~ to r end t!:t o 

rncl thnt I l.ren t t !\eo to r my fileo . 

P. D. !l . 



f'E F: B A HU I :& .. l . Roat:NMAN 

eo CCN YRC Snu :cy 

N ew YoRk, N .Y. 

!!iss Marguerite A. LeHand 
The White House 
V/ashington, D. C. 

Dear llissy: 

!larch 25 , 1940 

Would you please put the enclosed docu­

ments in the President ' s basket for a reading? 

I t hink you 141.11 find them very interesting 

yourself . 

Encls . 

With kindest regards, 

Cordially yours, 



6AMUCL. J. Roe£ N M AN 

80 CCMT"'& ST .. CCT 

New Yo ""· N . Y. 

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevel t 
The Y.'hite HCl'.tse 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . President: 

March 25, 1940 ---- . 

I have come to know fairl y well one Jakob 
Goldschmi~t, Ytho in 19)) was one of the leading 
industrri~ists of ' Germany . Be was a member of the 
Board of Dir ectors of the Krupp Works, the Thyssen 
Works, the Reichsbank, tbe A. E. G., ~ich is the 
German company of the General Electric Company, the 
North German Lloyd, the Hamburg-American Line, and 
a great many other leading industrial corporations . 
Re served on several boards wi t h Dr. Schacht, 
Thyssen and t he othar bankers and industrialists 
of Germany. He holds an honorary degree from 
Heidelberg . I understand he was one of t he richest 
men in Germany, and VIas a par ticular target of the 
tlational Socialist Party for years before t he ac­
cession of Hitler to power. 

Be had enough foresight to leave Germany 
in november of 193). He is now a resident of New 
York and ~~ll become an American ci t izen next year . 
Partially through the assistance of Thyssen, I 
understand, he was enable~ to get out of Germany a 
portion of his art collection and, I imagine, other 
wealth. Be has exhibited some of his pictures at 
the 1/orld •s Fair in San Francisco and in New York. 
He was apparently a very close friend of Thyssen, 
and knevt int imat ely several of the pr esent leading 
industrialists and bankers of Nazi Germany. 

He has given me translations of sever al 
letters which were sent by Thyssen t o Hitler, Goer­
ing, et al ., after Thyssen•s flight into Switzer­
land, copies of Ylhich letters were sent by Thyssen 
to him here in New York. Goldschmidt has Vlritten 
an introduct ion t o these documents . Apparently 
the present thought is that Thyssen at some time 
in the near future is to publish these letters, to­
gether with the preface written by Goldschmidt. 
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I understand that t he Crowell-Collier Publications 
ere interested in publishing them and that Mr . 
William Hillman, who is the European representative 
of that concern, is going to discuss •dth Thyssen 
in a week or so tho publication of them. I aJll in­
formed that Thysson will follow Goldschmidt ' s ad­
vice rather cloSely on the question or whether or 
not t hey should be published , as well as other mat­
ters concer ning Thyssen •s future activity. 

I thought you might be interested in read­
ing not only the letters or Tbyssen, but also Gold­
schmidt's introduction to them, both or which are 
inclosed . 

These letters are very illuminating. They 
start with August Jl , 1939 , vmen Thyssen got his in­
struction to appear at the Reichstag mooting which · 
was to declare war tho ne" t day. Ono of the most in­
teresting items in the letters is Thyssen •s statement 
that on September 1st, when the Reichstag voted for 
war, there were approximately one hundred members 
absent , ~nose seats were taken by party hacks . I do 
not know whether you knew this. 

Uy own interes~ in this whole episode is 
that Thyssen appears to be the perfect example of 
VThat might happen to financial and industrial leaders 
who seek to block the kind of social progress which 
should come by orderly , legitimate stages, who f ail 
to read the times correctly, and Y!ho in their efforts 
to thwart measures of social reform find themselves 
thrown out by forces which they thought they could 
use fo r their own benefit . 

In other words, Thyssen is a perfect 
example for some of our own leading industrialists 
and bankers ~no ~~uld be willing t o accept almost 
anyone who would promise to stop the trend in 

since llarch 4, 19JJ, with the 
they woulci be the onos really 
is the perfect answer to their 
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It seems t o me most ironical that, as ap­
pears from page 11 of the dossier of letters , the 
decree under which Thyssen • s property was confis­
cated is a decree "concerning the confiscation of 
Communisti c property". 

I think that this introduction by Gold­
schmi dt really acknowl edges this f act ; but it is a 
l ittle euphemistic, coming from one who vtas asso­
ciated with Thyssen for many years and who was be­
fr iended by him in time of need . 

I know these letters will be very in­
teresting t o you. 

With kindest regards , 

Very cordially yours, 

~Jc%/Lv~ 
P. s . --From my conversations with Gold­

schmidt, I am sure that he appreciates t he situa­
tion fully; that he sees the resemblance betvteen 
Thyssen and some of our American business magnat es; 
and t hat he has so expr essed himself to bankers and 
industrialists in this country . He was present at 
the recent Economics Club Dinner, where Ickes and 
Weir debated. He tells me that Weir's speech was 
exact ly the same sort of speech that he had heard 
time and agai n from comparable persons in Germany 
before Hitler came t o power. 
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FRITZ TRYS:;EN authorized me to use t he cout.-nts of the 

dosster attacned -:erot<l In any r.ay I m1g:1t deem ~1t . The dos,. l er 

cons i sts of t elegrams an~ lett ers addressed by Thyssen t o berm~nn 

Goering and Adolf Hitler at t ho t ime or the outbrea~ or r.11r and 

durin~ the subse'1uent t ••o mont!ls , !>ept ember and Uotober of last 

year . l n de ciding to submit these lette~s to o sm ll group of 

r esponsible people, I am gul~ed by considerations or a t 7otold 

nature: Firstly, these l etters contain a num">er or P<'rfectl:t new 

or Ut~lc kno·•n facts "hich in an 1nter~st!.ng ·ay olucid.• •.e 

occurrE>nces anti thei r bac!~groUJ.d in n 'ltional-sooiaUst Germany . 

In this respect I "ant to point par t icul<o rly to the protest vo iced 

by Thyssen , the Catholic ::nd "Aryan" , against t>te :>ersecut ion 

of the Christian Church and of the J e,·s , to h!s passionate 

r ejection of an lllliance ni t h CO!nmun1st Russia , to h1 s ex!)re ss 

reference to t hE' extrenely anti-Russian pro·~ ra~n or Kepler , Hitler' f 

trusted ccono!llist (in 19391) and t o his stl tement t hat hurl<!red 

membor.l or the Ger':l&n lteichstag had absented t hi''I3E'lv· s rr~r~ the 

fateful session or last beptem~ll'r , their plOC('S ond votes being 

filled by or g1<11s or the Party . 

Beyond t h' s direct inte est, ho•·ever , t,.,e 1 etters s~om 

to be of a l!luch ~ren~rr sl~n1 rtcance i:t ~Pncr~l r""''~c~, a 

I J 



s1gn1 r"ico.nco not only touching upon Gerw•ny but ;.J.~? upon the 

Uniteo l> t at<:>s . The t"~c:.· )Oint of t h< s int<r·cet !:.: the c.u thor 

or t he letters himself; Fritz Thy3son . 

Frit-. Thyss•·n m:.y rightfull:t bl) cons1ct-rod one o :· th" cypic;•l 

representatives of th" G-:-r !1161l Bourgeo1s!o and Germ<-n co.;>i tali sm . 

He is hPi r t o one of t he largest fortunas or inoustri~lts~ in 

Germany. Lie r.as conscious of tho great r es pons! bi Li ty in e conomic 

and political r espect such position entilile4. In rPlation to this 

be 1•as heir to the best tradition of Gerae.n bour~e~isie . His 

alm was not to elevo.te himself and hls o·.m lnter':sts &.bove t hose 

of the common~:ealth and the St11tP but his primary object:! ve v·as 

t o serve t he nat!on and t~e country &s best he could . Hi s out­

standing patrtot hrn YI&S proven t o tho '"hol e ol'lC: b~• the mw,lly 

s t and ne took in l9~:s at the t ime or t he r'rP.nch inv:.s!on into 

t he Ruhr district . P.c res r.ell a-:arc or t~c f.1ct t hat as an 

aftermath o f th!' war L'ar reac'1lng chanses in t!le soc•al structure 

of life wl thin Germany would to.'•e place, unc. he rc:ll!Ged i n time 

the s::rong t ensions pres'!nt in t"ae count!"/ 11'1 th t heir dangerously 

revolutionary cur rents. Be •·:as convinced or t he fact that a 

solution o1' tbe s ocial problem should in t he firs t pl ace be 

looked tor in the sphere or economics in orjer to ~rcvent t he 

fluctuating economic situation r rorn i ncreasing the nlren~y 

existing diff1cul.t ies in the politicnl 1'ic-lG . fln h. nan absolutE'lY 

correct conception or, and ;>ert'cct ·'1.11\:-:ness to do 'lis ::>:trt 1n, 

tho fundr..mcnto.l ch!lnges ·.vhich ·:.ere to do jusUce t o the <'E'll-•.o-do 

classes as .. e l 1. as to the po:>r !<monJ t hn n-:.~.ion . l'his ho ever is 

thp point •• hr i'e :11 S t\..ila~·~ bCC•J.-;pe •.;m1 'r '>t. . r. fl. ll.:r!' in ' ' l cb 

r.~arF3 nn t only !"rtt.z Thys,('n 111•·r"l ~ but 'Its t>nl.tr•· ~ent>t" tll)n of 

J 



the German bourgeoisie. -Just as 1nca,1abl e a s that ,ser.e:-ation 

etas in adapting itsel~ .t~ the n e"· de-nocra ttc for:~ of ,;ovP.rno.ont , 

" as t he ~-eimar C;overnme.rt in th~ ~uestion of ho··· to or:.,- t !":e 

crr.a tlve forces of the v:ell- to- do an(] nat! on6 li~tic c l~ SSAS into 

t he gig:mt ic pr ocess of r econst r uct:!. on o f new Ger1nany . The gap 

bet:veen these groups na s , on t he one hand , t he result of t hE.> 

nationalistic point of viel"l t ha t the German 1\epublic had been 

irreparably discredited from the s t art b:1 the ract !;IJat its f ! rst 

act had to be the signing of t he Trea ty o f Versail les . Fritz 

Thyssen , on t he other hand, and all those of ~is 1'ffi1k , though 

fully a ppreciating a gove rr.tlent based upon democrat:tc pr inc:-ipl es, 

v•ere adverse to l eaa ershi p by the socia l - d Emocra t i c i)erty · ·i t h its 

soci ~>list-.ic i cleas ar.d p::-actice s . !Undt ul of t he rad i c ?.l evE.>r. ts 

and the r e s ul ting Mea!lur~ e ·.•hich hs.a been the inevi•.able cor.se-

quence or the overtl':ro"· o t r.e governrnt>llt at t;, e c l o!lo ~f t"e 

¥:orl d V1ar, i n particular t ">e ind);str i&.lists fear•'C. that t hP. 

Have-nots in Germany , the "mob", would tai~e over the reigns of 

government and t!lat ultimately t he com;1l et e ~verthr.)W of tl:e 

existing soci a l and economic or der ''IOUl' r e sult . This fear always 

flared up a11er. whenever , on a ccount of impending economic cri ses, 

the sociali st parties gained ground "'hic il heav ily '."eighed do'·'n 

upon the ever unstable sca l e of PO" e r within t ne German He ;:>Ublic . 

Fritz Thyssen, and dth hi'll ll'J"'erous "'.e adf'r s in Ge r 'llar. indusrry 

~>ere 11 con servc.t i vel' !llld, a ccording t o thei r j n• f'r" re •.atJ.o~. , 

"Conserva t '.v e " meant a form "~ gove::-nment basect upon authe>ri tr 

and traoition, an~ & st>c i3 l st ructur·-:- built on "' l~"~t'archy . ~\it-

l 
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Thy ssom, ho"ever , nlon'! . j t"l ot"ler lead<>t'S o '.' Gerrn.:m econo!T'y, 

' thou,::~ ~1.111nely reco3nl • ille t'~e nece~!:1 ty o'" !"truc-t..:r: t chcn~es 

in the soci'll -:>rder of' t 'le count.ry ond even •·•antil'l[ to '1usten 

their cours", they ""ere too deeply rootf'<• in t:,e tradl t ion of 

t~eir antif!~a~.ed thnug'lts and c·on~'e;>ti 'lll~ , t o i"ind a!:f-:>ng tr.£ir own 

clt-.ss the man anti the ic'~a •:·ho would havE\ been caz>able of 

fincan;>; , by :·:ay o :: evolution , the s ynt hes ,.s , corebinin~ ol d and 

ne:·• forces for the establishment of a better o1·der of thing s in 

the futur~ . And just at t !'le deci sive moments ·:.hen t '1ere "'ould ·,av~ 

been a ch::nce ror the-n to overcome critical period s throug:1 some 

const r uctive id"a t hey ··.ere ever .,gai:t p :~ral~ ze- by the one great 

rea: t hitt finally , v1ith the aid o~ .Kuss~ "'-• Bols~evism \"ould be t~e 

victor in tile s truggl e of t nese op;Josi r.g treno s . 

Such ;;as tC'le situation \">hen lti tlf' :r made his . appear ance . I n 

the namcl his party h ad adopted , the t·"o !earling trehC!.' o ~ th~ 

present t ime ····e·c-e comb;nec : National! s ti c and socialist.l.c . He 

promised -- i n his book "T'Ie State of t 'le Futu re" '""hich 1s basec 

upon t he Fuehrer .}ri!lcipl e -- that he would t'Spouze tl~e t Y'o causc·s 

t o making it one . fri t z Thys !' el~ who for a great :!!€oilY years " ad bee1 

tr; ing t? f'ind a solution of t!-:e"problem ras fc.sciu&te~ by this 

novel association of t ll'o l!lOE t strongly contrasting movements 

in combination '1:1 t b the Fuehrer principle . It -as !Je!'f'FC tly 

clear t o him th« t lle as one o:' tc:P "!:laves" woul0 ··ave to rna' e gre;·.t 

t o have found ir. Hit1 er :.:nd in hir i C:E'ns tr.-:- il.str;;rr;n~t tl-:r0ug'1 



v:hich in on evolution:,ry ,. &y :t nc•" end. b<> t'te!' or C'T CC!Ul•' tc 
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est;tbli~hed i.ll Germw>y . ·;h .. s1 ft uen~r·c t.., hi!P ~-"'; hi• e'>Uv l~: , 

Hitler seemed to ~,ossr><~ : lie spo''€ ~h·. l..n;JU1<3€ o: t.re na~s~"' 

possible t o gain tin·nlt!:'·, Hi•lcr , thP ,,<>rsonification o f t.he 

amorphous masse~ , access to t~ese veT"}' !i'Eo.Z~es t~. :·.cr , mo:-C?O\'()r , to 

govern thosP r.~assl's tnr~ugh him . This !s ho·-- t!:o:o al'ionce 

bet· ePn the TP!•rescnt,-.tive o~ t!'le conservative,; with the der:&gogu~ 

\"as concluded. The real Hit.lA:- , th<> nih1Ust!c, revol ut1otlary 

Hi tlcr , ·~ho despisee all E:<is t i ng v<.lues <md i <' eas , these 

conservativP.s nei t •·.er c:>ulc' , nor :--antec1 to , see . The noutgrov:t>s" , 

v:hich in M&ny respects b<'"C&r.JE' &7Jpa rpnt alr•·aey C:urin~ the develop­

ment of the nation<tl- soci!>list :novement and •·hich rno.nifest ec t !!ern-

s elves :,')ri !!'.e.rily in a hostile attit .:de to· arc t'·:e cler.:y, in 

rmt isemit::.s:: , e:nc: in :. ra~ical socia lis'l , 1rere explainEd by 

Iii t l:er &!lain nncl agait• as mer e propagan ea, as the n~cess.- ry 

meat.s for a ttainir.g t he goa l of carrying ~rr the ;:o•·:er: Sugar 

for the- •;!G. see s . During oi scussions in ~~al.ler o~ ; o;r~er pri v; te 

assembli '!' s , Hitler constmtly rene-eo his most forceful ano most 

blinding promises and assuranceos that after takins over PO'"er all 

thesE' outgro'"ths of r aC:! c!lll. sm of a personal nature , or ot.her­

'r.ise, r:oult< bo elimim;te.::. . Finslly , those conservat~\·e politici£-t! 

and economir.ts believec1 t hv t his solel1')1 promi~e ··:as ~ir-roly 

grounoed upon thri r alli::.nce \':1 th hio &ru:! th~t• the gro~\pin~ 

l"i thin t;oc ;;ovPrnment ano! th<" upT1oldin! of' th~ Const.i tution ere-

guar~.ntepc t orevor. 

J 
' 
' 
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at the ti me . 

~'ritz Thyssen, an !c~t'l!st in P clCl3" b;• himsr·H 'bellpveo 

al,.o 1n Hi tlfr 1 s 1Ct>al1sm =d in tbr po.-er of his . <:rll"nlll t~· . 

!le thousht thot Bitler ·:·ould ?rove to be the n:.n "'hO coulC' rnll.s ter 

any situa tion pros~.:ntill£ itself, and that he woulc be able to 

reunite the self-dissoh·!ng forces o f the ,ass~>s in a superior 

entity . BPyond this , he believed that he and t!le exponents of 

realth ~d learning repr&sentec by hio, would have !t in t heir 

~~er t o rule Hitler in turn . T~i s beli~~ proved t c bP erroneous . 

In U• t> alliance botv:een the conservat 1 ve ana the rE'voh:t1onary , 

the revolutionbry prov Ed to be rtron:er . 

Fritz Thyssen recogn!::r.d his oi sta'•e only 1 hen 1 t •··as too 

l r.te . It in an pas:· thing to bl'-lfO "llm 9HC: to conden. hin . 

.Before doing so, however, one should ll'.O.;,e it plair. t o ont'sel t' 

that on the sarne grounds most of t he statt-snen of t he &rent 

Europesn n a tions outside of Germany r1e ro •o be condemned . All 

of them thought th~t through negotia tions ll.nd concl~slon or 

treaties -:."ith Adolf Hitler , they would a void a horrible er.d. 

whereas in ract their policy led to an endless horror . 

In a fateful dcvelopmt>nt or events n:; thosE' b~ fore our 

a:'es , it is idle to deliher<>te on tl.t> ~u• !: tion or guilt. or , 

"'orcovPr , to C:ecicle on Jt , <'rit 'l'~y,~eu himself is "uUy o· . .• re 

o r his n1 st ···c~ ur . . ~,• lc- st~~~ . I~\ con • r~.a~t to · ··( nc.r:l'r un 
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"opportuni~ts" amon,; t t'" boure~o1s1<> he s t:tn·tE>C: t he p~th or 

opposition i:J:lledi ately upor. Ri U er ' s comiug int o powl'r, f>V<'n though 

fie conl'e=seci to the r•or l~ his chWJgf> or ~r~trt only as late Ctl in the 

l <.tter )XIrt of 192>9 1 t hr ough !tis depar tUrE' t"ror.: G<>rc::ny . l.t t: .bt 

time t he r e • .. s nothing t hat could 1uG~.:ce hlrn to rpr·"i" 111 , o r to 

return t o , Gern61ly, notVIithst;,.nding tl'e fac t t ha t by doing so he 

could hnv e saved his pro~~rty and his position . For as great a 

Germ61l patriot as he r;a s , it certain l y v•ao a hard th1••8 to le~sve 

his country jus t a t t he moment •hen ~ar ·as declared, and to 

publicly avoTt his standpoint. 

Fritz Thyss~n i s conscious of his di.ffi cult po si "ion in 

facing r:orl<.' opinion. The thought uppermost in his r.~ind toCey 1s 

the s t rong desire t o help free ing his coun•ry fror.t Hitler W>d h!s 

clan , and to do his share in bringing about pea ce one ?eaceful 

cooperation a mong the great nations of E.urope E.nd of t!le,..orld . !!e 

believes t hat the explanations ~.nd t " e s1gn1 !"!cant points he is 

a ble to furnish may be helpful in a t t ainine t hat go&l and t hat they 

will be of grea t brnef1 t also to developmmts in othe r co~mt.rir>s . 

In such respPCt his services may be particularly VblUo.1blo for the 

Oniteo :>t ates in I'IY vier;, as t he volurt!e of his positi VP lmo- J tdge 

and exper ie!:Ce and , possibly , still "'<>re t h, lesson t au;-ht by " is 

~s ta~es , may ~~ ~ost fruitful in t.his country . 

!lev• Cl:or!( , March 12, 1940 . 
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On August 31st, 1939 , the folloWing ur&ent telegram was sent 

by me f rom Badgastein, Germany, to Fieldmarsbal Goering : 

•Received order from Gauleitung (District Leadership) Fssen 
t o keep ready for airplane flig~t to Herlin stop ! cannot 
comply with this order because or unsati sfactory condition 
or health stop i n my view a kind of armistice ought to be 
possibl e to gain time for negotiations ! am against t he ~r 
a war will make Germany dependent also in the matter of raw 
material s and thereby she ~~11 lose her positi on as a world 
povte r . 

Greetings Thyssen . • 

MEio!ORANDUIA cy Ft11TZ TllYSS~I , I& ember of the tleichstag , 
dispatched by messenger to Fieldmar shal Goering on September 
20, 1939 : 

1) On August 31, at 9 p. m. I sent t he following urg£nt 

telegram to Fieldmershal Goering (see above) 

2) On ~eptember 1st, Kr. Bitler said during the session 

of the Rei chs t ag : "Anyone who is not with me is a traitor and 

will be treated as such ." 

3) In this remark I see not only a threat but also an 

encroachment upon my constitutional rights as a Kember or t he 

Reich stag . 



-
4) I &Ill not only entitled but even obliged t o speatr up, 

particularly 1n a ease where I feel convinced that Germany i s 
being l ed into . grave di saster . lolr . l:lltler has no right to 
threaten me ... hen I g 1 ve expression to my thoug bt s . 

5) Mow as before I am agai nst the war. As the ~ar has starte< 
meanwhil e, Germany ought to try to put an end t o it as earl,y as 
possibl e , for the longer it lasts, the less favorable will be 
the peace terms for Germany . 

6) lt is not l'oland that broke the pact With Germany , t hat 
pact ll.r. l:litler himself formerly repeat10>dly referred to as a 
guar anty of peace. In thi s r espect ! also r efer t o Hitler' s 
speech on September 26 , 1938. 

7) In order to achieve peace, i t will be necessary that 
Germany r eturns t o a status 1~ich in every respect conforms t o 
t he laws of the Constitution . where t he Constitution of the 
country i s not respected, there i n t he end ~11 be anarchy . 
The oath of allegiance taken by the individual is valid only if 
also t he leaders live up to their oat hs. 

8) In t he meet ins or the Heichstag on September lst, 
approXimately lUO memberswere absent. Their seats r.ere taken by 
party organs. I see in this fact a mockery of the Constitution 
against which I raise my voice in protest . 

9) I demand that the Ger man public be inf ormed of the fact 
that in my capacity a s llember or t he He1chst ag l have voted 
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against the war. bhould there be any more .members who voted as 

1 did, their votes too are to be made publtc. 

10) On August ~1st, shortly be!ore the above mentioned 

telegram ~as dispatched, the news - ere wired to me that a Mr. von 

Remnitz had suddenly died at Dachau. Mr . von Kemnitz was the son­

in-law of ~ sister, t he Baroness von Berg , residing at Munich. 

Kr. von Remnitz had been interned right after the Anschluss of 

Austria, because or his alleged activities as a Legitimist prior 

t o the Anschluss . Immediately upon his arrest i bad written to 

District Leader Buerckel of Vienna but Without even being favored 

with any reply at all , which is characteristi c of conditions in 

Germany . I demand that 1 be informed l'<hether Mr. von Remni tz d1 ed 

or natural causes o't Vlhether his death was due to other cau,ses . 

In the latter event I reserve to ~self the right or taking 

fUrther steps . 

Only three copies were taken or t his Memorandum whi ch are 

all certified. No other copies exist. The copies are still in 

~ possession at this moment and are in safe keepillg. 

Letter to Fieldmarshal Goering , dated October 1, 19~9 . 

Dear Fieldmarsbal General, 

I refer to my letter to you of September 2rDd, l9t9 to­

gether with enclosure ~hich ~as handed over by messenger to Hr . 

Terboven, Distr ict ueader, to bP ror.-arded t6 you. ('•ith thllt 



explanatory letter t~e Uemor andum of ~eptember 20th, 1939 was 
sent to Mr. Goering). 

Thereupon I received from the District Leader the following 
statement: 

•l) I declare in tho name or the Fieldmarsh~l that 
neither a telegram nor a letter came into his hands ; it r.as 
established, 1110reover, that t r.e P'ieldaarshal 1 s Office did not 
receive said telegram or l etter either. 

2) From this fact it appears that the closing sentence 
in t he speech of the Fuehrer could in no "&Y have been aimed a t 
any particular person . 

3) !n tl~ event of your prompt return, the Field­
marshal guarantees that no consequences whatsoever of a personal 
or economic nature will result to you. ' 

To this l 1dsh to state as follows : 

l) It is quite impossible that my urgent telegram of August 31st, 
from Badgastein, did not arrive. It is to be hoped that in Germfny 
a telegram addressed to the Fieldmarshal will always arrive. Also 
my letter dated September 22nd must hav.e arrived, for otherr ,se tk 
District Distric~Leader could not have expressed his position as 
defined above . 

2) It may be that my telegram did not arrtve in time although 1t 
had been dispatched by me immediately upon r eceipt of the or dor to 



keep ready for the meeting of the Meichstag. If t herefore the poss­

ibility is to be admitted tha t the speech of the Reicbkanzler was not 

influenced by it, J. was nevertheJ.ess entitled to presume ths t such ••a: 

the case in view of the situation, the more so, as J. was convinced 

that 1 had been the only one of all the members of t he Heichstag who 

dared to voice his dissenting opinion . 

3) 1 bad never asked you to spare me from persona l or econom.ic 

consequences resulting from my political actions. 1 do not comprehenr 

how the thought of it could have entered your mind. It is true, I 

have given my support to the party ever since 1923, first upon the 

request of General Ludendorff, afterwards 1 have fully complied, for 

v:hich there is proof, with all of your wishes, and of those o.( Mr. 

Hitler and Mr . Hess, and also of others, but I have never discussed 

with you or with anyone else any •.:ishes of an economi c nature con.:: 

cerning IllY self. I addressed myself to you only thre~times - much 

too rarely , I am sorry to say -- , namely: 

1) When l!r . vieitzel , the ~olice Chi ef of Dues seldorf, whom 

you promoted to the . tank of ~tate ' s Counsel, distributed a more than 

vulgar 'palJlphlet against t he Catholic Church whom 1 shall always 

keep faith, and now even more so than ever before . 

answer from you was fortficoming l 

To this no 

2) when on November 9th, 1938, the Jev1s v:ere robbed and 

tortured in the mos t COl'ardly and brutal manner , ~:hen t he Gover nrent 

Chief of Duesseldorf Vlhom you had appointed yourse1 ~ , "a~ a ll!los t 

ki lled and driven away. Ther e aga i n - as no ans~1er l As a s ign ot 



rq protest 1 resigned: at that t1•• II'/ post •s t>t -st.e ' s Counael; 

l Ul<ed tho t'r~~as1an 1Un1Ster or Finance to stop P"711l8 my salary 

a a State• a Counsel. Tbere na no answert The l)aYNtnts , ho'f!e-.er 1 

which were aa~a in d1aregard or ~ re~ueat, are no• stand1ns on 

a blacken account with tho Tl1)'88on Bank r.ai t !JlS ror dispoul. 

&) "hen tbe c reat ost ot alstortunes happened end OeriNlJ7 

was ·once more plunged into a wa.r , Without the op1nton ot Parliament 

or ot the otate•s Council even bei.ng: aahed . I declare with all 

clearness that 1 ao qainst thJa policy , and alwars shall be 

asainst it, even at the r isk ot being branded as a traHor . ln 

•low or the tact that 1n 192~, tb~h W\ar=ed and not protected 

b7 armamentd worth 90 billions , 1 called i nto exiatenee tho 

Passive tteBistance on terri tory occupied by tho ene~ and ib tb1 s 

way (way) sa• ed Rhein and Ruhr, such accusation aounds al..Doat as 

s rotesque as the tact that n&t1onal aoc1al1sm eudden~y abandoned 

its teaeblnas and its lii)'St1e1a• tor eonelud:ine a pact nth 

eo..unio~>. But enn troa the •ie"J))int or a pol1cy pure~ 

roal1sttc 1 this new policy means su1ctdo, tor its sole benoractor 

w1 ll be tbe ll&z1 areh-ene:oy or yesterda,o , tbOU&h llazitriend or 

today : Ruas'i& l Tbe sue Russia 1n recard to which Hr. a:eppler, 

the 1nt1mato advisor ot the Fuehrer, sB1d only a re11 months ago, 

on the oeeaaioo ot a aeetiDC or the Central Co:=Jttee or tht> 

Re1chsbank, that tt must beco•e German as tar as the borders or 

tho Oral. 

I can but address the urgent appeal to 70u end to tbe 

Fuohrcr to cease pur&uing • policy which ot beat will drive 



Germany into the arms o!' Com.ri!Wlism, or other·•ise Tlill mean the 

finis germaniae . ~lease•try to find out Wlder cover the terms 

by which it would be possible to still prevent a catastrophy. 

!twill be necessary, of course , that Germany returns to 

constitutional conditions so that contracts and agreements will 

once more have a meaning . 

In closing ~ wish to express my regret about having to 

write to you from abroad in order to be able to openly express my 

opinion . You will understand, ho• ... ever, t ' hat it ~·ould be sheer 

idiocy on my part to do otherwise , in vie•;: of t he examples of 1934 

showing how- political opponents - to which 1 too now belong - were 

treated . That these methods ~ve not changed is proven, deplorably 

enough , by . the case of Mr. von Remnitz who , as stated in the 

enclosure to my letter of ~eptember G~nd, died, true to Dachau 

methods , allegedly without any Yisible cause. Novel only is the 

fact that Mr. von Hibbentrop did not shrink from taking possession 

of t he dead man!s property . 

Accept the expression of my high esteem 

signed Fritz Thyssen, M.d .R. 



Obviously r.ith a view to that l etter, the follo~·ill>!, circular 

letter was sent out to every Bank in Germany but was not allor:ed 
' 

to be mentioned in the pre5s . 

11By virtue of a letter addressed to me by the Secret 

State Police, St ate Police District Berlin, dated October 

13th, I give notice to our members for their attent ion, of 

the follodng Decree issued by t he state Police District 

Duesseldorf: 

' In compliance r.ith an order given by Fieldmarshal 

General Goering to Mr . Terb~ven, District Leader and 

President i n Chief, Commissioner of the Reich's Defence, 

Defence Unit 4, the total property of Fritz Thyssen, 

Dr. jur. hon. c., Muelheim-Ruhr, Speldorf, i s conftscated 

hy the State Police according to section l of the Law 

concerning the Secret St ate Police. It is Mr. Terboven, 

Commissioner of the Reich ' s Defence, District Leader and 

President 1n Chief, appointed~rustee by Fieldmarshal 

General Goeri ng, wo is exclusively authorized to dispose 

of the property. 

•As it .,as not possible to accurately establish the 

extent of the property of Fritz Thyssen, Dr. jur . b . c ., 

or of his wife , I request that all banks be instructed by 

a confidential circular l etter to report ·;ri thout delay 

and within five days to the State Pol~ ce at Duesseldorf, 

attention of ur. Haselbacher, Government Chief Counsel , or 

his substitute in t he Office , all accomtts, deposits end 



sates carried by then in the names or e1t~er Fritz 

Thyssen, D~. jur. bon. c. , or or his wife, Amelia 
• 

Thyssen, n~e zur Helle, born in Kuelheim-Khein on 

December 9, 1677. 

Beil Hitler 

The Director ot the Economy Group of Private Banking­
Central Onion of German Banking Firms and Bankers 

signed Reinhart 
Director of the Kommerz- and Privatbank Berlin. • 

~r. Terboven , Coumdssioner of the Reich ' s Defence, District 

Leader and President i n Ch!et, conferred this ~rrice or Trustee 

upon Baron Kurt von Schroeder , proprietor of the banking firm or 

I.H . Btein, Cologne who accepted the appoi.nt~nt . 

The crime or which Mr. Fritz Thyssen is accused (it does 

not appear or which crime Mrs . Tbyssen is accused} cannot have 

been very grave ror ther~ i s the followin: note in his files date 

October 1st , 1939 : 

"1\'hen on l:>eptecber 26, 1939,l.lr. A.Voegler, 

Dortmund, delivered to me District Leader Terboven1 s 

written declaration mentioned in the letter to 

Goering of October 1st, 1g39, Ur. Voegler added 

verbally that on my return I should tave along 

all the certified copies in QY possession or my 

Memorandum dated September ~o , 1939, and t hat they 

j;hen would be destroyed tO&ether -1. t !t t !'le origina:L. 

VThis would !'lave meant, in fact, tha t i would 



have sacrificef my political cr eed in exchanee for 

bei .ng grantee: personal and economic freedoD . l ret'used 

to do so and, instead, sent tt.-e letter of October 1 , 

1939 to Goering >.hereupon the confisca tion ot ey 

entire property was decreed. 

"Subsequently a notice appeard in the 11Reichs­

anzeiger" which again "as not to be publi~Sl\ed by the 

press and which is quoted in the follow1n~ letter of r 

ndne: 

Dr . Fritz Tbyss en, Member of t he Reichstce, Uuel~e1m-Ruhr, Speldorf . 

Luzern, December 26,1939 . 

Mr. Adolf Bitler, ~hancellor of the German Reich, 
Berl i n . 

Mr. Chancellor or the Reichl 

In the German Reicbsanze1ger Nr. 293 of December 13,1939, 

I read the follow1n& notice: 

"ln view or the Law of Yay 26, 1933, concerning the 

confiscation of co~un1st1o property (s!c) (Legisl&tion 

or the He1ch , Issue 1 , page 293) , 1n conjunction with 

section 1 of the Decree ot llay 31, 1933 (la.- !lo. 39) 1 and t l:e 

l alf of July 14, 1933,regarding the seizure of ;>rOpf:'rty of 

individual s hostile to the People and the State(Legislation , 

I ssue 1 , p.479), the entire movable propE'rty or Or . Fritz 

Thyssen, formerly of Muelheim Ruhr , at present abroad, and 



also the r eal estate o' ned by him, is confiscated in fevor 

of t he Prussian ~tate, 'w!th the effect that in making 

this decree publicly kn~~ by inserting it in the German 
, 

Reichsanzeiger and in thE Prussian St aatsanzeiger , the 

property indicated above passes into the onnership or 

the Prussian St ate . 

Ho appeal against this decree is legally 

admissible, 

Duesseldorf, December 11, 1939 

The Government President , Meeder . " 

A statement as to the r easons or this measure is lacking . 

l state here,7ith that no procedure whatsoever or Court or 

Administration has been instituted against me . To this day 1 

have never received any communication from the Governmebt or the 

German rteich; except the one , Dr. A. Voegler by order or the 

District Leader at Essen handed over to me in "hich i t was said 

tha t I should ~thdraw a political Memorandum I had filed in ~ 

capacity or Kember of the rte1chstag and al so should destroy the 

copy of it , and tha t t hereupon no political or economic conse­

quenced would result to me. As pointed out , I declined this 

"peace offer" on the ground that being a member or t he Keichstag 

my political creed Y1as not for sale . Moreover, I have never been 

cal led upon t o account in any way for my personal or political 

attitude . Your liinistry of Propaganda even denied t hat any act i on 



' 

against me was pendifl8 · 'J.'he confiscation o·r: my property a s 

promulgated in the Reichsanzeiger is an undisguised and brutal 

violation of 1a11, a me~sure contrary t o the Constitution, to Lar., 

and to Right s . 1 protest most vigor ously against t his measure 

and declare t he Reich as Yiell as particularly al l persons 

aiding in this confi!cation now or i n t he future , among thea~ 

especially Baron von Schr oeder , Cologne, the appointed Trustee, 

as personally responsible to me. The time will come "'ben ey 

rights will i rrvocably be restored to me . l specially r.arn 

of touching any of my wife ' s property, or that ot: my children, 

t he Count and Countess Zichy , or my father ' s bequest , August 

Tbyssen, to whom, amo~ others, Germany owes in the first place 

the greatness of her industry . 

My conscience is clear . I feel free of any guilt . Ky sole 

error was that 1 believed in you, Adolf Hitler, as the Fuehrer, 

and in the movement you led; believed ~th all the ardor of one 

passionately Gercan. Since 1923 1 have i ndorsed t~e national­

sociali stic movement notwithstanding t he heavy sacrifices that 

were required of me; 1 solicited membership for t he movement 

and fought for i t, ~thout ever wanting anything for myself or 

asking f or anything, alr.ays filled with the hope t hat our unfor tun• 

ate Gercnn ·people would be helped . ~~en the national-socialistic 

regime came into power, the initial developments seemed to justify 

my belief, at least as long as Mr. von ~apen t o whom, af ter all, 

you owe your appointment as Chancellor by llr . von liindenburg , 

President of the Reich, was still V1ce-Cnancellor . It "'as he 



' 

before ~om you took a solemn oath in a sacred place - t he Church 

of the Garrison of Potsdam - to uphold the Constitution . Don' t 

forget that your rise was not the r esult of some greot revolutionary 

deed but was ow1Jl6 t o the country' s liberal constitution t) which 

you are bound by your oath. 

ln the course or time however a disastrous chan~e took. place. 

At an early stage already ! felt it necessa~ to voice my protest 

against t he persecuti on of christianity in taki ng brutal measures 

against its pri ests, and in insulting its churches . 1 did so for 

instance ~hen the Police President ot Duesseldorf distributed a more 

than vulgar pCJ!! phlet against the Catholic Church. I voiced my 

protest ~n a letter to Fieldmarshal Goering, using the stron~est 

langusg e . But without result . -

When on November 9th, 19~8, t he Jews were robbed and tortued 

in t !le most cowardly and most brutal manner, and their synagogues 

destroyed all over Germany, I protested once more. As an out•;ard 

sign of my protest I r esigned my post as Counsel of the Stat e . 

This too brought no ans'l"er. 

Now you. have concluded a pact with Communism. Your 

Propaganda Ministry even dares t o say that the good Germans who 

gave you their votes as the professed opponent of Communism are, 

in essence, identical with the Russians, those bloody revolutionaries 

who have plungedRussia into such lllistortune and whom you yourself 

called nbloodstained Coi!!DOn criminals" (•·l.lein Kampf", page 750). 

·. 



Vlhen the greatest of all disasters occurred, t hat is, when 

Germany was once more plunged into a •:ar, without l'arliao,nt or 

the otate Council even being asY.ed their opinion, I declared With 

all clearness that I most vigorously reject this policy . 

Being a. member of the Reichstag, it is my duty to express my 

view and a lso to stand f or it . It is a crime against the German 

nation if their men and particularly their delegates behind whom 

you seek protection from ~orld opinion, are no longer allo~ed to 

openly speak their minds. ~ do not submit to such force. l refuse 

to cover your actions with my name -- even though you declared in 

the Reichstag Session of beptember 1st, 1939 : 10lie who is not w1th 

me is a traitor and l'fill be treated as such • 11 

1 refuse to i ndorse the policy adopted of late and in 

particular as rega rds this war into which the German nation has been 

plunged so frivolously and for t he horrors of which you and your 

advisers ~ill be held responsible . As to the acc~sation of being 

a traitor, l am immune to it in v iew of my past life. In 1923, 

unarmed and not paying heed to the dangers threatening my li fe , 

I called into existence t he Passive Hesistance on territory occupied 

by the enemy, and thus saved the Rhein and the Ruhr. 1 stood before 

an enemy Court Martial and openly spoli:e my mind as a German. Now it 

is just this adherence to my belief t hat makes it impossible for me 

to abandon t he true ideals and the original teachi ngs or national 

socialism which as you pronounced yourself ~rhen you ,··ere at my house, 

was to l ead back to t he monarchy - - leaderhsip oy the Germans and 



' 

monarchy, in their essence, are identical--- and through social 

justice to permanent peace lfi thin the country. 1 may remind you 

that with such object in mind you charged me with erectlng at 

Duesseldorf the Insti tute of the Guilds though, o~year later, you 

completely relinqui shed the idea and you even permitted that t he 

Chief of the Institute who bad been appointed by me and in agree­

ment with your Mr . Hess , was interned in your not~rious concentratio1 

camp at Dachau. It v1as that same Da.chau where my nephew R~ died 

suddenly . Of his castle , Fuschl near salzburg , you made a present 

to Mr . von Ribbentrop who was not ashamed of himself to rece: ve 

there t he Foreign Uinister of Italy' s King and envoy of Mussolini . 

I want to call to your mind also the fact that you surely 

did not delegate your Mr. Goering when calling in Rome on the ttoly 

Father and at Doorn on the Kaiser , to get them both pr epared for 

your impending alliance with communism. And yet you suddenly enterec 

into this al liance and thus committed an act that nobody would 

have condemned more strongly than you did in your book nllein 

Kampf", older edition, pages740 - 750 . There you said; nThus in the 

fact of an alliance with nussia the di rections for the start of 

the next war are already indicated. Its outcome ~~uld be the end 

of Germany t " Or : "The men at present in power in Russia do not ever 

think of honestly entering · ifito an alliance and even less do they 

think of adhering to it." Or: 110ne does not bovrever conclude a 

contract •nth a partner whose sole interest is the .mnihilation of 



the other one. • 

Your present policy ls equal t o suicide. lts beneficiary 

will be thn tlad arch-enemy or yesterday who is t he liad f riend or 

today -- unless the vali...nt Finns with the1 r trust 1!1 God reverse 

all prophecies - - namely Bolshevist Russia; the sa~e Russia in 

r~spect t o which your intimat e edviser , Mr. Keppler, Secretary or 

tit ate i n t he Foreign Vffice and outstanding diplomat, aa1d as late 

as Kay 19~9 , on the occasion of a session or the Central Commit t ee 

of the ReichsbruL~ that she must become Ger man as far as the borders 

of the Ural. I do hope that t hese words so openly expressed by that 

trusted diplom!lt wil l not tend to weaken the strong impression yo· ur 

so sincerel y meant birthday cable must have r.1sde upon your new frind 

Stalin, 

Your ne~ policy, Mr, Hitler, is driving Germany into an 

abyss and '\'ill result in the destruction of the German nation . 

Turn back as long as this is still possible. Your pOlicy i n i ts 

final stage will be a "finis germaniae . 11 Think of the oath you 

have taken at Potsdam. Give back to t he Reich a free ~arliam ent , 

give back to the German nation freedom or conscience, freedom or 

thought , and freedom of speech . Procure the guarantees necessary 

for r estoring t heir meani ng to right and t o la~, and ror laying 

t he foundation upon wh1ch t r eaties abd agreements can be built 

again and be trusted . Then i t will certajnlv still be possible 

for Germanv · if only further disaster is prevented . and useless 

bloodshed is stopned , t o conclude an honQiable peace t hat 1<1 ll save 

its unity, 



World public opinion pr esses for an expl~tion of t he 

reasons that prompted rne t o l~ave Germany , I havo not spoken as 

yet. All the documents and rr• tings produced during a struggle or 

eore than 15 years will be kept secret . I do not intend, at a time 

when ~ fatherland is struggling ao hard, to furnish tho enemy with 

moral weapons. I am, and always shall be, German dth all my heart , 

with all~ thoughts and eQdeavors. I profess proudly and loudly 

mw German nationality and shall continue to do so to ~ last breath. 

Just because I am Germ~n, ! neither want, nor have a right at this 

moment when ~ people are in deepest distress , t o speak up in 

public, though this might be the thing to do some day , for t he 

sake or truth. But in my call I want r ou to hear the voice or the ' 

tormented German nation that cries out to you: "Turn back, let 

freedom, right and humanity rise again in the German Re! cb," 

I shall keep silent, I shall wait t o see ~hat you are going 

to do; making it a condition hO'~ever , that this letter will not 

be kept from the German people . I am wait ing. Should the German 

nation however be kept in ignorance or my r.ords , Ylhich are the 

words of a free and upright German , then I shal l call upon the 

conscience or t he world and shall let t he ··-orld pass judgment. 

I am waiting . 

"Be il Germany" 

Pritz Thyssen 

P .s. I am c o1ng to hand this letter ov er to the Germllll Legation 

at Berne t o forward •t to you and, in additi on, am sena1ng a ~opy 
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by registered mall to tbe Cbancollt"Y or the ~etch at Berlin and 

another copy to your personal •d4rten nt Obersal zbcrg r.eo r Borchtea­

gaden. I u forced to take suoh 11easurca because it has been 

o!!l clall1 stated tbat =7 letters and tele, racs addreas ed•to 

P1el~rahal Ooerln& never reached hJa. 

Cop1u Ylll be received also by: 

Fiel dmarahol Ooering ,and Government President Reeder ot Dueaaoldort 

who decreed that ~ property be conCiecated . Baron Kurt von ~chroede1 

ot Coloino , alleiedlY the present admlnlatrator or my property, 

will receive copy ot the ttrst par&& raJh or this letter . 
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