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Bon , Franklin D. :bo~eYolt 
ll~o Plu'k , I! . Y. 'l'idbita 

Dear Covcrnor: 

1 . Henry :.:oreent bau cAlled .,.. today to sumeat n.,..o tor oper<lt­

lna ho""- or tho no" lletullee Coum1ttoo . I suecooto.! , "'"""'others , tbo toUou­

lng: 
Fronk OrobOID - 8 ere at f}JY . 
SWing , who knows J.llrope and has popul ar supPort . 

81U IJoUtlu , r.ho mlt)>t be wUHn& to oot orr the bench 

tor this ~nt Job . 

Loon Hencl oreoo • nbo is very pOJUlnr once r.10re 111 th tho 

boys C1C the i!1U 0 because u ury bl(: Olll!'lo-;er llhOI:I be "ttacl:od 

\lhllo in the (J)Yernmcnt, bos otrered him a hu(;o retainer. 

Sto.saan , uho >rould do n eood Job ond whOGo uppointmont m1ebt 

hove vary swell implications In <>:>other direction . 

I had loo;: tallca W1 tb 0l1Yvr stanley and Richurd Low 1n !1\cland "" 

thia subject , 111 th sOI!lo cute angles tint :tou a ! Oit be intoreoted ln . 

2, I sucgeat you gat tho u . s . !.mployoent Service immedlntely t o 

croato a D1Yia!on so no t.o tie 1n at 011ce n !th tuture emplo}'lll<!nt ot the sold!or 

boya no" lyinc in tho boopitnls. 

3, I sucz;eot tbet you uUl get na>lhere on your intnrootlon•l coiO-

munlco.tions problea unloss you a~ oint n soall comrnitteo or three , >~itb Jitl 

Fly u chair.: an, to t- ~he place ot the biC ''connnt!on • na.: "or!<inQ tbrou;;h 

~be State Da~IUent , etc., to try to brint; 1n a ror:1ulo.. 
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THE WHITE H OUSE '<-tY 

WASHINGTON ~-

JabrUoU'J' 241 1944. 

!hla 11 IUl order W · abow oaua -
aa4 yo~ ara probably out-Yotad to 
atart with. 

. I hauatl7 th1nk that Colonel 
W1l11u O'Dw7ar can do ralat1nly 
a •r• '"'P"rt&Dt Job t.or tha War 
Rat\IIH Board at tb1a tba thaD 
1n ~ other oapac1t7. I wo\114 
want b1ll to ba \IDdar 8tett1n1ua 
an4 co CIYar to Spain at ODOa. I 
know no ana elae who could do 
aa 100d a Job. 

I do not · thlDk tb1• naad ba 
oall.ad • par•nqt· aaaicDMDt. 
It b IV thoupt that you oo\114 
data11 b1ll to 8tatt1n1ua and that 
tha uatp•n\ 110\114 not laat 
110ra thaD a tn .antba. 

P. D. a. 



GREENBAUM , WOL.rrF' 5o 

~ t ' . 
' l' t ,tjl\ l tt Hl•\1·•• 

ERNST 

1.-lllf,MCC . , Ottt.I.H."'-Iiot 

••••••• 0111111•••-" .. 

MIJ.C.IIIT 4 W"'-f'f' 

-o-•• .. poo.--. 
...o-·· ~ ·-.... 

1:85 MADIS O N AVENUE 

NEW VORK 17, N . V. 
II 11s Mo\ ·~~ 

.... lif.l.~ • CMVIt 

............ &. ......... " 

J CftOoo& .. •ooOUtt 

TMI.OOOAC. ~•f'f'too 
Febtuary 21 , 1~4. 

·~·~ 
...... 01.0 .. • , .__, ......... , ,. -'---" -.......... , ............. . 
• _....-.......... 4UU'" 

c ............. ,, ... , .. . 
.. o .. tto c • '""' '~""~" 
Jl-litOIOC. 0 O•-U .MI 

Bon, l'r:mklin D, RDosenlt 
The T.h!te House 
\1e.ah1ngton , D. C. 

LiY dtar Governor: 

Tidbits 

I he.vo seen Jolm Pehlo and Col. Di ll O' DI'tyer . 'Mlore is no question 

t h..t Bill ahould be allOI'ted by tbe Amy to do an illcodlato job for your ~:"r 

Ret'Ugee Do3rd, Hu oue,jlt to be aa~il?"ed to Stottiniua, He can so our lltmo­

dlutoly with a lotter frCI!I Spolllllllll to li'rmco , Pohle 1s enthusiastic abou t 

bl.m and tolls me that Dob Pattoraon haa turned 1 t dO'.•n cold because he S(lys 

that O' ll':t>'!r 1s 1rreplacoable . I undoratmd that Lt. Col , John :..On is avail­

able tor o •Uwyo r •s ploco und trot thoro is also n Lt . Col. Ellison in tbe 

Inapoetor Ccneral 's office who 1s a lalockou t , 

I havo looked into the claim t hat the p.my needs o ' lhyor vis-e.~vls 

the 'l'Nmllll CoJ!Ioittee. It just ian •t true and 1n fnct if you aond for O' lhyor 

you vlll loam <<hnt a rou be had nith tho Cor.mittee , 

i';e cannot t hink of nnybcxly in the Amoricnn scene llho politically 

and oocially can do the job v1a-o- via Spoin ond catholic South t.merica. Ob­

viously Pohle eonnot press auy rurtbor because he baa to dea.l \tlth tho A:N:r , 

but if you ahould desire 0 'DI1Yer to COt out ot the Amy to be 8!lS1(11od to tho 

St ate Doparlwlnt, I t hink 1 t r:ould be e1v1ne renlly areat suppO'rt to Pohle , 

Do coos1der it. 
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Letter or PDR to Ire Htreoh&&nn, June S, 
1944 publlah.,d ln LOOK maga&lnt, May 9 , 
1961, page )2 . 

II L JI\CObJ 
f./21/&1 

.Ps Fi "'- /1.~-y.L /U -/,..(."' ... 
Slgntd ortctn.U or t h h lfttt.cr tent t.o Dr. Lubln ror do.ltvery t.o :l - 41'1 
Mr. Hluclwlnn, 6/9/J,,, 

"" 

1 .... •• a.. . 

., .... llr. llln-1 

~- w. foa.J.o, \lao Eatodlft DlHohr ot \bo 

v .. ••n.c•• ....,.., taro ... •• t.ba' r•.a. a,re ... ~1ac 

"' _, , .... u .... , ......... lr. •• - ....... . 

rep,ttta\a\lYt uior \lao alolo 4lHtUoa of Aalooata4or 

S\o~\. tloo Ire&\ tu); ot aoroJ tll>l.M \bo liU 

lotaaoo loal'l lt •ao•••~lJ uiori.Aklol u or 
pa_ ... , ~\aato ta4 1 oa ooaf14loa\ \lao\ Aallatoa4or 

1\olaba>C\ ui , .. wlll reoolYt \bo IMppor\ of \lao 

COYera.e&\1 aa4 1a41Y14~1• .aoee .. opera,1oa .. ar• 

tttlr.lol la \lao lo\oroo\ ot -UJ. 

Ja 'bU JM Mft olll' ht'II'WMa\• 1 tllll. eu.ppor\ 

&D4 btU\7 WUlott tor O ... Ottt . 1 ol>all follow \lao WOft 

wl\b lf'OA\ lotoren. 

b . 1ra un.•···· l poolal loJPtooa\all .. , ..... .. ,.. ..... ,.. 
W&abl.oc\oa, D. 0 . 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

J\U\u 8 , 1944 

TO: THr; PHESIIJ~T 

~'ROIA: &ilt , LUIHN 
(,yL_ 

John Peblc tell:; me tla .. t one of his r &pre­

sontatives, Ur . Ira Hirscbmunn, is leaving Saturday 

night for Ankara wher e he i~ to resume his work for 

the War Refugee Bourd. llirscl11111l.lm was in Tul'lcey 

for sever al months a.nu, from &l.l reports I can f:et, 

dia a remarkable job in gettin~ the cooperation of 

t he Turkish government in uiding refugees to come 

out of tl:e BalkWls . 

>.s you will not& f r om the attached memo­

rWldum fi'Oill Pehle, he feels t hat a letter from you 

to Hirschmv.nn woulu be of gr eat hulp in carrying 

on the work of the Bourd. 

If you deeut it advisftble tv sign t.l•e 

attached letter, I will see to it tbut it get~;; 

into Hirschmann ' s hands before he leaves . 

/ 



-
Xr. Lllblll 

J, V. Pohle 

IXIOinW ~ Of' ,. IUSlOINt 

WAR UFUGEE BOARD 

Attaobtd 11 the propoee4 letter vb1oh vt 
dloououd, It """ld be ua, helpt11l to tho 
work or the War Retuset Board t ,t Hirtchaann 
ooul.d carry euch a lett er back with hlrD to Ankara, 



~E oma oFmE~~~ 

WAA llffUOU IOAAD 

W-T()Ij 15, 0. C. 

J une 22, 1944 

Jn!llO!WlDUll TO THE PRESIDENT 

For your confi dential information 

I ehould like to call your attention to some recent develop­
mente with respect to eend1ng rood to some ot the unfortunate 
viotime or Nazi terror now 1n internment camps in ene~y Europe. 

We have Just worked out i .n personal conversations with 
Kr. Dingle U. Foot, Parliamentary Under-Secretary ot the British 
Ministry or EconoMic Warfare, a program under which the British 
and American blockade authorities will permit the shipment from 
the Weetern Hemisphere or 100,000 standard rood parcels (550 tons) 
a month tor three mont hs to be distributed by the International 
Red Crose to persona in Eurovean internment camps. It is under­
st ood that this three months project is only an experiment, and, 
it suooesstul, i t ~s contemplated that this system or relief will 
be extended consi derably. Sinoe time is ot the essence , steps 
have been taken to get the initial program under way at once. 

In addition to the foregoing, the blockade authorities have 
agreed to permit the distribution by the International Red Cross 
to persona interned 1n ·Southern France or certain toodsturre et1ll 
tit tor bu.man consumption salvaged trom the cargo ot the 1 8. S. 
Christina, • now at Cette, France. The rood supplies in question 
are contained 1n 315,120 tood parcele which were destined origi­
nally tor dietribution to Belgian and French prisoners ot war. 
Negotiations with the French, the Belgians and the International. 
Red Crose have commenced and it 1s hoped that all arrangements 
will be completed soon. The War Refugee Board is doing every­
thing it can to expedite th1a relief measure and has indicated 
that it will arrange tor any financing that may be nsceaeary. 

We are very encouraged by these developments and hope they 
are only a beginning. At thi s etage, eus taining the livee or 
these unfortunate people may be quite as important as attempting 
to rescue them from enemy territory. · 



... 

Januar)' 27, 1945 

•y dear ~. President: 

Jobn Pehle, Director of toe War hefugee ~oard, 
as you know has also been ac tin11 for me as the head of 
the .Procurement Division in tne '1'reasury due to the 
resignation of ~r . Olricn. ur. feble felt that he 
was not able to give to tne War Refugee noard the time 
it deserved and, therefore , ne bas been urging the 
Hoard to appoint a successor. 

The board offered the Directorship to General 
O'Dwyer who was very much interested and wanted to take 
on the job subject to the approval of the war Department . 
Mr . Stimson gave his approval and so did Joe Grew as 
well as myself. 

Due to the unfortunate publicity in connection 
with the resignation of Mr. Pell from the war Crimes 
Commission, we felt that it ~as important to accelerate 
the announcement of Pehle's resignation and the appoint­
ment of General O'Dwyer . Attacned nereto you will find 
a copy of the release which was given out today to the 
newspapers. 

We did not bother to radio you about this as 
we were confident that tnis would meet with )Our hearty 
approval. 

With kind regards, I remain 

The President, 

The White house. 

Yours sincerely, 



/ 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Executive Office of the Pres ident 

Washington 

FOR RELEA~B, MORNING NEWSPAPERS, 
§unday , January 28 , 1945, Release lfo. 17 

The 'liar Refugee Board announced to<Say that John W. Pehlo 

haa r esigned as Executive Director of tho Board. The aoar<S 

made public Mr. Pohle's letter or resignation an<S tho Board's 

acceptance (copies attached) . 

Mr~ Pohle was designated Acting Executive Director of 

the Board ehortly after its creation on January 22, 1944. 

Leter, on March 24, 1944, the Board, with the approval of the 

President , designated him pennanent Executive Director . 

As explained in the letter of resigna tion, Mr . Pehle 

res i gned because of the increasing burden of new duties which 

have been assigned to him as Assistant to the Secretary of 

tho Tree !ury. 

At the same time the Board announced the selection of 

Brigadier- General William O'Dwyer as tho new Executive Director. 

General O' Dwyer is boing returned to inactive status by the 

~ar Department to handle t his assignment . General O'Dwyer is 

Dis t rict Attorney for Kihes County, New York, on leave, and 

recently r eturned to the United Stetes from Italy where he 

served as Vice 0 resident of the Economic Section or the Allied 

ContrQl , Commisai on for Italy, with the personal rank of 

Minister , 

....,=====,....---------,..._ .... ~,...... ~=-



January 27, 1945 

MEMORANDUM TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

I hereby submit to you my resignation as 
Execut ive Director o f the War RefUgee Board effective 
immediately . As Assistant to the ~ecretary of the 
Treasury there has recently been assigned t o me the 
supervision of the operations of the Treasury Procur ement 
Divis i on , which includes the difficult t ask of disposing 
of the surplus consumer goods turned over to the Treasu ry 
Department by the Army end the Navy . In view of the in­
cr easingly heavy burdens imposed on me by this new assign­
ment, I have found it necessary to resign as Execut ive 
Director . 

It has given me deep personal satisfaction to have 
been a part of the vital work undertaken by this Government 
to save and protec t the i nnocent victims of Nazi per secu­
tion . Vlhile many lives have been saved as the result of 
our efforts, we have not , of course, met with comple te 
success . However , I am proud of our achievements in t he 
face of the diffi cul ties encount er ed . 

I have been reluctant to take this action and l e ave 
the Board because of the i mportant work which remains to 
be done . I no longer ha ve this r eluctance , however , in 
view of Brigadier-Gen er al William O'Dwyer ' s willingness 
to assume the responsibilities of Executive Director . 

(Signed) J . w. Pehle 

Executive Director 



January 27, .1945 

MEMORANDUM TO JOHN W, PEHLE 

We have received your letter of resignation dated 
January 27 , 1945 . 

Jn view of your request and the pressure of your 
other duties ,. your resignation is hereby accepted . The 

· Board appreciates the services you have rendered and 
your devotion to the great and important task · as~tgned 
to this Board by the President • . 

(s) Joseph C • . Grew 
Acting Secretary of State 

(s) H. ~orgenthau, Jr . 
Secretory of the Treasury 

(s ) Henry L • . Stimson 
Secr et ary of War 

MEMORANDUM TO BRIGADIER- GENERAL WILLIAM 0 1 D'IIYER 

You are hereby appointed Executive Director of the 
~ar Refugee Board effective i~~ediately . 

We are sure we can rely on you to carry on the 
important task assigned to this Board by the President , 

( s) Joseph C. Grew 
Acting ~ecretory of St~te 

(s) H. Morgenthau , Jr . 
Secretary of the Treasury 

(s) Henry L. Stimson 
Secret11ry of r:;ar 

ooo 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINQTON 

March 24, 1945 

My dear Mr . President: 

I am sending you herewith a most interesting 
cable from Mr . McClell and, representative of 
the VIer Refugee Board in Switzerland; also a 
one-page digest of this cable . !Jr . Burckhardt, 
who is mentioned in this cable, is president 
of the International Red Cross . 

Sincerely yours , 

The President , 

The White Rouse. 
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TO 

NOM 

fXEC\mYI OffiCE Of THE I'IIUIOlNT 

WAR REFU G EE BOAR D 

INTtll.offla COMMUNICA T10N 

Secretary Morgentbau 

M1Bs Hodel 

""" Karch 24, 1945 

For your 1ntormat1on 

The attached cable bas Just been received !rom 
Mr. McClelland reporting on Burckhardt ' s visit with 
the German authori ties. 

The main points in the Burckhardt report are as 
follows: 

l. International Red Cross delegs. t es will be 
permitted to be stationed in major camps 
tor 8chutzhaeftli nge (political deportees) 
and prisoners or war t o supervise relief 
distributions; 

2. The Germans are willing to allow deliveries 
or relief by truck to political deportees 
irrespective of nationality or race; 

3. The Germans have agreed in principle to 
allow evacuation or women, children, elderly 
and ill people irrespective of religion or 
race; 

4. International Red Crose is planning to 
utilize returni ng prisoner ot war relief 
trucks tor evacuat ions. 

McClelland suggests that the War Refugee Board's 
most effective contribution to this do~tle program or 
relief and evacuation will be (a) optaini ng trucks and 
tires, and (b) organizing tho evacuation from Switzer­
land or those refugees who are non-repat~iable in Europe . 



/ ~ rJIOW ~ Ill 'Ml rNi«UU'' CL ROCIISC'WtlJ' \,AIU.Ift 

A PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

y 
FROM: .American Legation, Bern, 

TO: Secretary of State, Waeh1ngton 

DATED: March 22, 1945 

NUMBDh 172? 

QiiiPi!I!JII iMs '" 

US URGENT 

McClelland sends the following for O' Dwyer, WRB, and the 
Department. 

I ref er hsre~<ith t o the Legation ' s telegrams of March a 
and March 21, Nos. 1481 and 1687 respectively. 

I t has ~nfort~nately not been possible for me to report 

sooner on res~lts of recent diso~ssions w1th German a~thorit1es 

by I CRO President B~okhardt, beoa~se of illness. 

B~rckhardt first met with Xaltenbr~nner of SS on March 12 

i n the Vor arlberg region between Swiss border and Innsbr~ck . A 

per sonal letter was sent by H1mmler stating tha t he was prevented 

by military d~ties from being present and dele~ating to Kalten­

br~ne~ f~ll power. 

On March 13 conversations wer e contin~ed in Kre~~lingen , 

Switzerland, with Xaltenbr~ner pl~s Berber, Director of Foreign 

Politioal Inetit~te of Foreign Ministry, and Windecke of German 

FD , and on Ma roh 14 with Berber alone in Z~rioh . For acme 
months now Berber has oeen in Swi\zer land and appears to oe one 

of Ribbentr op 1e special contact ~en . 

The main concession obtained from SS, as B~rokhardt explained 

the matter s, is permissi on for delegateo of IORC t o be 
stationed in all major camps for ooth 1 Sch~t~haettl1nge• (SH) 
and POWS to s~pervise personally distri~tions of relief. SS 

laid down one condition which was that such representatives or 
ICRO not circ~late part1c~larly back and forth to Swi tzerland 

b~t that they remain 1n thelia c8J!Ips ~ntU the and of the war. 
Si nce oertai n n~bers of SH are being worked in War Industries , 

this restriction is presumably on the groundA of military 

eec~ity. 

On the 21st of March, Burckhardt of ICRC reported to me 
that the choioe of appropriate delegatee to~ these oamp poets 

DICI.A8SD'l£0 

- Dopo. LoU«, 1·11·71 

Br 11. H. P••k• Do"' II IN 2 l9n 
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was being actively pursued by the ooomittee, and they will be 
despatched as rapidly as possible into Germany. 

There is willingness on the part of VG to allow deliveries 
or relief or all type& by truck or other means or transport to 
SH irreepeotive of nationality or race. It was requested oy 
SS that any such relief distribution should be conducted die- · 
creetlyt especially any relief given to marching c ol umna a~ong 
the roads, in view or difficulties or food supply situation 
tor the Germans t hemselves. 

With respect to evacuation or SH, final detailed authori­
zation covering specific persons whom ICRC will be permitted 
to evacuate has not been obtained from Berlin as yet, although 
the SS agreed in principle to allow the exit or women, children, 
elderly and ill p~ople 1rresoective of religion or race. An 
answer ia expected by ICRC by the 26th or 27th or March. 

I t waa suggested by Burckhardt of ICRC that, in view of 
danger of approaching front, inmates of women ' s concentration 
camp or Ravensbrueck be among the first evacuated. This 
camp is located on the maio highway to Neustrelitz ap9roximately 
70 kilometers north or Berlin and contains at least 30, 000 
women or principally Hungarian (Jewlah), Polleh, Norwegian, 
Belgian, Czech, Dutch, French, Russian and other nationalities, 
and it is definitely one or the bad camps. 

It was ateted by the Germans that transportation for any 
such evacuations wou~d not be supplied by them. Consequently, 
it is planned by ICRO to ut~ize returning POW relief trucks, 
although this will be a difficult and inadequate method or 
effecting evacuation, especially persona who are ill. 

The use by ICRO for evacuees or parcel ships returning 
from Luebeck to Goteborg was not favored by the Germans who 
stated that these waters were thickly mined and that they did 
not wish to be held responsible tor sinking any ships loaded 
with evacuees. 

The possibility or sending sanitary blocked train to 
Ravensbrueck from Switzerland lt and ~1hen final autho1•1zation 
for the evacuation of thls camp is given by the Ger .uansL is 
still being discussed with the Swiss authorities by ICRu, 
although the Swiss are both reluctant to release such trans­
port equipment and doubt that train co~d get through under 
the oresent chaotic state or German railroads which are being 
constantly bombed. 



- 3 -

With roepeot to the queetlon of evacuation ot SK 1n 
gener al an atte=pt was made by Xaltenbrunner to create the 
1mpreae1on that SS had really been only an exec~tlve organ 
tnroughout the past yeara or maea arresta and deportation ot 
olvll lano to Germany trom oooupled countries and SS would be 
willing t o allow useless SH to leave GerJIUlny now that tood 
and houalng a1tu.o.t1on was growl.ng 41ttlcu.lt wi t hin Germany . 

It appears that Burckhardt ot ICRC 18 working on eome 
speci al scheme tor evacuation ot French SH who 4re to be 
exchanged tor German olvl~lans held by the French (I understand 
mainly Baltic German a te.ken 1n Alsace region oy tne Ff'ench) . 
I t le reported that French authorlt1ea are prepared to turnlah 
100 truoka to carr y out thle 91an. 

As eoon aa lntor:rtat lon reg.ard1ng identity ot first gr oupe 
ot SH whose evacuation will oc permitted by the Ger~ane i s • 
obtained trom ICRO, I wil l repor t to WRB promptly . 

In aummlng up, War Retugee Board can contribute to thia 
double r~l1et and evacuation orograo most ottect1vely by (1) 
obtaining aa many tires and trucks ae poaelole , and (2) organ1~ 
1ng and pl ao1ng into operation mechanism tor evec~ating trom 
Switzerland such SH groups who may arrive her e and vho are non­
repatriable ln EUrope tor the time being. 

DC/LI lDB: AN 
~2~45 

HARRISON 
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THE. WHITE HOUSE 
WA.MIHOTON 

Marcb 29, 1945 

Earl7 1t1 the w tk Gtneral 0 1 Dley-or 
pUMd on to • t.hrOv."' O.w HUn U'lis •:eo­
ra.ndua 1111 t.b reca.rd. to U. work: or tM War 
Ref'bpe Board. 11. dld not .... tD • Ulat in 
tht atdst or U. aicbt. or cl.l.ctau!orw about 
tood Md u. poe war t.nat.Mnt or 0e!"'CAn7., .. 
•hould tiT t.o "'" o-..t wrr Pntl"-"t.ial atate­
• .nt. about the !loud'• wortc. l'hln I tallced 
with Central 0'Dir7U bl a,p'Md. but. he wanted 
t.h1a atettal puM4 on to U. PN•ldent.. 

Y-~ 
Jonathan DanitU 



I, 

Karch 77. 1945 

1onat~ Daniel• 
'Jhe W'bt\e Houto 

thh h t he 110:aort.nd1ll'l to 
the Pre•14ent, tocether vtih \he 
co•ertnc •eaor&Adu. t o Da•t4 Xi lee , 
Vhlch 1 41•cueet4 vlth you on the 
:phone. 

J~'Dwyer 
lJUCUtM OlltCtOI 

WAI IOUOII IOo\1:0 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAA URJGEE IIOAAD 

WAS....c)TON 25, D. C. 

March 27, 1945 

'1'0 1 David lfileo 

180M: William O'Dwyer 

The following ie aoce background mnterial which may 
be o! aaeietanoe in the preparation of a releaee on the 
attached m11110randum to the Preeidentl 

'President Booaevelt established the War Refugee Board 
by Executive Order on January 22, 1944• Ita membere are 
the Socretarioe of State, Treaeury and War, The Boardl e 
functions are to •reaeue the victims of ene~ oppression who 
are in tl!llllinent 4an&er of death and otherwi ee to afford euoh 
victims all poesible relief and assistance consistent with 
the sucoeaaful proaecution of the war. 1 

1 In carrying out the President ' a directive , the War 
Refugee Board hae concentrated ito efforts on getting food 
to these innocent victima and on reeouing as many as pos­
eible from enemy territory to snfe havene. In addition , the 
Board has developed other protective measuree to safeguard 
the lives of many of these people. 

1 The work of the War Refugee Board has constantly been 
faced with extraordinary difficulties, since its operation• 
are designed for people suffering behind the one~ lines, 
In epite of the many obstacles , t he Board is able to announce 
substantial success in ito operations. T"nousands hove 
actually bean rescued froc enemy territory, in ndditi?n to · 
the many more thoueanda whose l ives have been preserved while 
otill in enecy- controlled territory.• 
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EXECUnYE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR RER.IGH IIOAIID 

WASHINOIOH 25, D. C. 

MAR 2'1 1945 

l.fE!.!ORANDUM fOR THE PRESIDENT 

On February 20, 1945, the War Refugee Board approved 
a specific program to {l) bring relief to civilian detainees 
in Germany in imminent danger of death due to starvation, 
exposure and deliberate neglect and (2) to remove as many 
as possible of these people to safety . The exposure and 
danger to these people increased as a res~lt of oondltions 
inside Germany. The Board has pushed ahead on this program 
and important results have been obtained in the last few 
days. 

The War Refugee Board, as you know, has shipped several 
hundred thousand three-kilo parcels from this country to 
stockpiles 1n Sweden and Switzerland for delivery by the 
International Red Cross to civilian detainees, regardless 
of race, religion ·or nationality, in German concentration 
camps. Our best information indicates that the largest 
concentrations of these people are now in the north of Ger­
many around Hamburg and in the south of Germany near Dachau. 
There are millions of civilian detainees still under German 
control and a relatively small number (about 200,000 or 300,000) 
are Jews . 

In ~eoent months , because of disrupted transportation 
conditions inside Germany, no deliveries of War Refugee Board 
food parcels have been made. 

Recently, as the result of arrangements made between 
the Board and the International Red Crose , War Refugee Board 
food packages will go forward on trucks obtained by the 
Board. These packages ere destined for the sick, the dis­
abled, women and children , who , because of their unimportance 
to the enemy's >~ar progra;n, are in the greatest danger from 
starvation and exposure. 

j 
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Our latest cables from the field report the following 
.developments: 

1 . The bottleneck on the delivery of War Refugee 
Board f ood packages has been broken. Within the 
last rew days, 20, 400 parcels have l ett c~teburg, 

Sweden, and 6 , 090 have left Swi tzerland for enemy 
territory. 

2. The Board 1a representative in Bern hae rented from 
a private concern in Switzerland six 12 ton t r ucks 
which will be available wi t hin the next f ew days . 
The Y. l4 . 0 . A. has agreed to turn over 12 wood-bur ning 
trucks now in Germany to the International Red Crose 
for relief delivery ~ork . 

3. With the approval of the Secretary of VIer , arrange­
ments are now under way with General Eiaenhcl<er fo r 
the acquisition by the Board or gasoline, tires and 
trucks t o be turned over to the International Red 
Crose for War Refugee Board operations. 

4. Arrangements are being made by the International 
Red Crose to station personnel in the concentrati on 
camps to supervise the distribution of relief par­
cels . 

In addition to the War Refugee Board parcels already in 
Switzerland and Stteden , the Board is completing arra!"egemente 
tor the procurement of an addi tional 300,000 packages tor 
early shipment abroad, 

It is to be understood that the War Refugee Board feed­
ing program is ini~pendent or the delivery or prisoner of 
war food packages , but it is planned that all trucks operated 
by the International Red Cross for the delivery of relief in 
German territory will be utilized to evacuate physically un­
fit civilian detaineee to aare;y, 

UNRRA has agreed to furnish to the International Red 
Cross , at the request or the War Refugee Board, relief supplies 

tor the maintenance or refugees r emoved to safety and who are 
in transit t o UNRRA-controlled cam9e . 

~ ·;:~ ...... :~:::.~~ 
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