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300 YEARS AGO...

Igrims Landing at Plymouth
wk

[he Pilgrim Fathers came to these

E;
Cl
g res to seek refuge from persecu-
E n in the Old World.

lhe Pilgrim Fathers were our

first immigrants.

We are theN
of immigran

guenots — driven out of France be-
cause of their religious beliefs . . .

Then came Protestant minorities
from England, Holland and Germany
.+ Jews from Portugal and Spain ...

Then the Scotch, the Irish . ..

And the European Liberals of
1848...

They were followed by millions of
others who came here for opportunity
oms of all kinds . . .

helped to build this great coun-
of ours.

TODAY...

The survivors of Nazi concentration

camps are still behind barbed wires!

Because of our proud tradition as a

haven for the oppressed,

They Look To Us For Help




Who Are The Displaced Persons?

They are Greeks and Balts, Czechs

and Poles and Yugoslavs.

They represent some 20 different
nationalities — approximately 100,-
000 Protestants, 500,000 Catholics,
250,000 Jews.

How Many D.P.’s Are There?

There are more than one million
D.P.’s in Europe. Many have been
and will be repatriated. But some

850,000 cannot return home.

Why Can’t The D.P.’s Go Back
To Their Homes?

Barbaric treatment from the Nazis,
memories of gas chambers, the after-
maths of war, hatred of tyranny in
any form — a wide variety of causes
—make it impossible for these people

to return to their original homes.

PRINTED IN U, 5 A m

P-eaident Truman has called for
emergency legislation so that a
fair share of the displaced persons of

Europe may enter the United States.

The Citizens Committee on Dis-
placed Persons, with the support of
Catholics, Protestants and Jews,
leaders in all walks of life, is pledged
to bend every effort to attain emer-
gency legislation so that this country
can absorb 100,000 displaced persons

a year for four years.

The time has come for us to act!

Urge the United States to take the
lead in solving the Displaced Persons

problem!

Write your Congressman to admit
a fair share of displaced persons to

the United States.

Citizens Committee On Displaced Persons
147 West 42nd Street
New York 18, N. Y.
BRyant 9-6937
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Tl-u Committee for the Study of Recent Immigration from
Europs was orgenized in 1944 by five leading national
refuges service organizations, viz. the American Christian
Committee for Refugses, the American Friends Service Com-
mittes, the Catholic Committes for Refugees, the Mational
Refugee Service, and the United States Committee for the
Care of European Children, Officers of the Committee are
Alvin Johnson, Director, Mew School for Secial Research,
chairman: and Henry Brudre, President, the Bowery Savings
Bank, New York, treasurer. The Mational Sponsers’ Committes
consists of 164 members, of which C.A. Dykstra, Provost, Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles, is chairman, and George
M. Shuster, President, Hunter College, and William Resenwald,
businassman, are vica-chairmen.

The Committee had as its aim the making of an impartial,
objective study of the adjustment of refugees and their effect
on American society. The Study has been directed by Maurice
R. Davie, chairman of the Department of Sociology, Yale
University, on leave of absence for this purpose. Assisting him
has been a research staff experienced in the field of immigration.

Tha Committee has had tha cooperation of over 200 agencies
and committess concerned with immigrant welfare, as well as
of refugee organizations, throughout the country. The ariginal
data collected include guestionnaire returns frem over 11,000
individuals in 638 communities in 44 states and the District of
Columbia, which have been found to be a representative sample
of the refugee population; 1,600 replies to a special question-
naire for physicians and dentists, covering about 30 per cent
of these groups; over 200 life stories, sither autobiographical
or biographical; reports on community backgrounds and atti-
tudes from over 50 communities; several hundred questionnaire
returns on business enterprises established by refugees; some &5
schedules giving information on refugee organizations: and data
obtained from interviews with representative refugees and
Americans in various fields of activity and other informants. In
addition to consuling the available literature on the subject,
immigration statistics, and government documents, ihnusnnc}: of
case records of agencies and committees serving refugees in
general or special groups of refugees such as children, scholars,
lawyers, physicians, musicians, and writers, were analyzed.
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THE REFUGEES ARE
NOW AMERICANS

By MAURICE R. DAVIE and SAMUEL KOENIG

THE story of Mr. S——— is typical of that of thousands of
the refugees from Nazi tyranny who came to the United States
in the years immediately before the war.

Mr, 5 was an exporter in Germany. He lived in com-
fortable circumstances, but he was not rich. He was one of the
heroes of the first World War and enjoyed considerable prestige.
When the Nazis first came to power, he felt quite safe. But
though he was transacting his business strictly according to the
letter of the law, he was arrested in 1934 on a trumped-up charge
of illegal trading with the government of Czechoslovakia. The
trial was a farce, and he was dismissed, A second arrest in 1937
on the same charge was only slightly more serious. A third trial

This pamphlet is based on a comprehensive, nation-wide study
conducted by the Committee for lﬁfﬁnlﬂd)‘ of Recent Immigra-
tion from Europe. The full report will be published in the spring
of 1946 by Harper & Brothers under the tentative title o The
Refugee Fmmigrant in the United States: A St of His AH{»‘:
ment and Effect on American Society. Maurice R. Davie is
fessor of Soci in Yale University, Samuel Koenig is In-
structor in Socio at Brooklyn lege. Other members of
the research staff nuing:i in the preparation of this pamphlet
were Mrs. Sarah W. n, Miss Betty Drury, Mrs Dorothy
Foote Tate, and Dr. Carolyn Zeleny.

Copyright, 1945, by the Public Affairs Committee, Incorporated
—A nonprofit, educational organization—
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a few months later, before a hostile judge and prosecuting at-
torney and a jury wearing swastika bands, led to a sentence of
ten months' imprisonment.

In the few days allowed by the court and the Gestapo to put
his business affairs in order, he managed to escape to Czecho-
slovakia. After months of wandering, he and his wife finally
reached a French port from which they sailed for America.

His joy and relief at reaching this country were immediately
overcast by a feeling of despair at being in a new and completely
foreign country where he had to make a new start. The English
that he had learned so correctly at school was of no help. The
porter at the dock and the cab driver could not understand him.

He decided that the thing to do first was to learn English
and the way to do it was to mingle with people. He began by
peddling, first pencils and later candy that his wife made. Then
he tried jobs. The various social agencies to whom he went sug-
gested retraining, particularly because his arm had been injured
in the first World War; and he looked into this, too. His heart
was not in it. He had been a businessman, and he was determined
to get back to business. He talked to a great many businessmen
and was impressed by their kindness, by the freedom with which
they gave information, and by the amount of time they were
willing to spend with him. After a year and a half, with the

. financial help of another German refugee, he bought a small
defense plant in a New England town and employed sixteen
workers in the manufacture of war goods for the government.

He lives modestly and does not have the luxurious apartment
that he had abroad, but he feels that he is sharing in the abun-
dance of America and he has a sense of well-being.

This is but one story out of thousands that could be told
about the most recent of American immigrants.

Few immigrant movements to the United States have been as
dramatic as that of the refugees. Although small in numbers, the
refugees have aroused unusual interest because of the tragic cir-
cumstances under which they emigrated. Fleeing from the oppres-
sion of fascism, they made Americans aware of the sinister events
occurring in Europe and forewarned them of the impending world
catastrophe. Arriving during a period of extreme economic de-
pression, they met with cpnsiderable opposition, particularly on
the part of professional and business people who feared their
competition. Moreover, since the majority of them came from
Nazi Germany, there was some suspicion as to their intentions

in this country. And since many were Jews, they increased anti-
Jewish fecling among certain clements in the population. All
this has led to widespread rumors and charges. What are the
facts regarding these refugees? How many came? Who are they?
How are they adjusting to American life? What effect are they
having on American economy and culture?

BACKGROUND OF THE REFUGEE MOYEMENT

Earlier Refugee Movements

This is by no means the first time that people have come to
these shores to escape persecution. Early in our history the Pilgrim
Fathers sought refuge here. Later came the Huguenots, 1!'url:.t:n
were driven out of France because of their religious beliefs.
Numerous other religious groups, such as the Protestant minori-
ties from Enghnigﬁdland and Germany, sought freedom
here from persecution. Among other groups who fled from
oppression were the Scotch-Irish in colonial times and the
German liberals of 1848. In later periods came the Easten
European Jews, escaping from pogroms and other mistreatment.
After World War I, a series of refugee movements began, during
which America received several thousand Armenians, escaping
from the cruelty of the Turkish regime, and “ ite"” Russians,
flecing because of Bolshevism. With the rise and xpmd of
Fascism and Nazism, a refugee movement of gigantic propor-
tions was started which sent a considerable number of victims
to the United States.

The Present Refugee Movement
All refugee movements have much in common. The refugees
leave against their will. They are forced out by tyranny and
oppression or by upheavals and wars. In some ways, however,
the present-day refugee movement is in a class by itself. From
a world-wide view, it is unprecedented in scope. Also unique
is the fact that descent or “race” has forced people to leave
their homelands. The individual is thus left with no ch:mu:,
for while it is possible to change one's faith or political views,

ot change one’s an :
mgimﬂ'ﬁ:'l}r Wiﬂllf:t parallel ﬁyzz doctrine of nationalism that
resulted in pushing aside all cqnflicting loyalties, whether po-
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litical, social, or religious. This extreme nationalism has led 1o
depriving the nonconformist of the rights of citizenship, leaving
him unprotected by any government. Being a man without a
country was a rare and isolated occurrence in the past but has
now become common,

The recent refugee movement has also been marked by (1)
the extremely cruel treatment of the victims of political, religious,
and “racial” persecution; (2) by the difficulty which these vic-
tims encountered in escaping and in finding a secure refuge as
Nazism spread to ever larger areas; (3) by the reluctance of
the countries not immediately affected to admit them because
of the deep economic depression then existing; and (4) by the
breaking up of families on a scale previously unknown. Such
has been the refugee movement which began with the rise of
Hitler to power in 1g933.

The Assault on the Jews

The first victims of the Nazi assault on civilization were the
Jews in Germany, a small minority numbering 499,682 accord-
ing to the German census of June 16, 1933. Although they
constituted only 0.8 per cent of the total population, they were
a convenient scapegoat because of their geographical and occu-
pational concentration. About j0 per cent were living in cities
of 100,000 or more population, and about four-fifths resided
in Prussia. Despite this concentration in large urban centers, no
German city had so large a Jewish population as such European
cities as Lodz, London, Moscow, Budapest, and Warsaw, or
such American cities as New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia.
Since the German Jews were concentrated in commerce and the
liberal professions, their influence could easily be exaggerated.
As a matter of fact, they constituted only 3.3 per cent of the
Germans engaged in commerce, only 2.3 per cent of all engaged
in the professions, Only in law and medicine, traditional pro-
fessions among the Jews, did they constitute comparatively large
proportions, 16.3 per cent and 10.9 per cent respectively. But
though the Jews formed less than 1 per cent of the German
population, they played an important role in scientific, political,
and cultural life, far out of proportion to their numbers.

Against this helpless minority of hall a million souls the force
of Nazi fury was directed. Those who had sufficient foresight
and the financial means mig‘mt‘ud early with a considerable part
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of their possessions. Those who hesitated were first deprived
of the means of livelihood and of their civil rights and property.
Then they were ostracized and segregated, tortured in concen-
tration camps, driven out, or killed. By the close of the war,
there were only some 20,000 Jews remaining in Germany, The
Nazis went so far as to persecute not only those who were Jews
by religion but also those who had even one Jewish grandparent.

PROBABLY 4 OUT OF EVERY 6 JEWS IN
EUROPE WERE KILLED DURING THE WAR

Th 1113

* Qutside of the Soviet Union

Refugees who succeeded in escaping from Nazi terror in
Germany to other European countries soon found themselves
pursued by the Nazi hordes invading one country after another,
and were forced to flee again. The extension of Nazi domination |
also stirred up new refugee movements from the invaded coun-
tries where minorities, both Jewish and Christian, were subjected
to the same kind of treatment as in Germany. What had taken
the Nazis years to accomplish in Germany was brought about
in Austria and Czechoslovakia in the course of a few months.
Poland became the central slaughterhouse of Nazi victims., Prac-
tically no country in continental Europe escaped Nazi domina-
tion or influence.

War and fascism have uprooted and displaced many millions
of people in Europe, Among them were millions seeking to escape
from persecution. Only a small proportion of them succeeded
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in escaping the Nazi terror. Most were killed, either directly in
extermination camps or indirectly through disease and starva-
tion. Of the approximately 6,000,000 Jews living in Europe
outside of the Soviet Union in 1933, over 4,000,000 Were killed
by one means or another. How many anti-Nazi Christians were
killed is unknown, but the number was small compared to the
Jews who were the main victims.

Of those who escaped the Nazis, many found shelter in
various European and overseas countries. Some countries, such
as France, offered a temporary haven, and others, especially
Sweden and Switzerland, a more lasting place of refuge. Es-
timates of the number of refugees, Jewish and non-Jewish, ad-
mitted into countries other than the United States vary widely.
The following may be taken as rough guesses of the number
admitted, at one time or another, into the most important refugee-
receiving areas: France (including North Africa), 8o0,000;
Palestine, 150,000; Great Britain, 140,000; Latin America, 125,
ooo; Italy, 116,000; East African Colonies, go,000; Switzer-
land, Bo,000; Sweden, 44,000; Shanghai, 0,000; Spain, 18,000;
and €anada, 6,000.

HOW MANY REFUGEES CAME TO
THE UNITED STATES?

THERE are no official figures on the number of refugees ad-
mitted to the United States, since refugees are not separately
classified under our laws. All aliens are admitted to the United
States either as immigrants for permanent residence or as non-
immigrants for temporary stay. Refugees are subject to the same
eligibility requirements as all other applicants for admission.
Since it is the motive for immigrating that distinguishes the
refugee from other immigrants, and since the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service does not record motives,
it is necessary to resort to an estimate of the number of refugees.

This estimate is based on the number of arrivals in the United
States since 1933 who were born in what came to be Axis-
occupied or Axis-dominated countries. To this list of countries
Spain has been added, since its civil war led to a fascist regime
that resulted in a refugee movement from that country. Russia
has been included because many individuals who had been born
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in Russia but were living as emigrees in other countries came
here as refugees. The list of countries of refugee emigration
thus includes all of Europe except Great Britain, Eire, Portugal,
Sweden, and Switzerland. If all the immigrants admitted to the

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF REFUGEES TO US.

GROSS ESTIMATE REFINED ESTIMATE
1933 1944 1938 1944
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GRAFHIC ASSOCIATES FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. INC.

United States from the refugee countries between 1933 and 1944
were refugees, the maximum number of refugee immigrants, as *
seen in the accompanying chart, would be 318,235. Since, how-
ever, most of these countries were not Axis-occupied or -domi-
nated as early as 1933, this estimate should be reduced by
eliminating the number of immigrants arriving from European
countries other than Germany prior to 1938. This year has been
selected as marking the period when German aggression against
other countries began and it became clear that there was no
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escape from Axis domination. Thus calculated, the total number
of refugee immigrants admitted to the United States would be
243,862,

As seen in the graph on page g, the period 1938-1941
marks the peak of refugee immigration. After the entry of the
United States into the war only a few refugees were able to
reach this country.

In addition to the refugees admitted on permanent visas as
immigrants, some refugees arrived here as so-called “non-immi-
grants,” or visitors, on temporary visas. The total number of
visitors admitted from these same countries during the entire
period of 1933-1944 was 293,976. Arrivals from Germany since
1933 and from the other countries since 1938 totalled 196,432,
Even if we assume that all of them were refugees, the number
of such non-immigrant refugees remaining in the United States
is not large, because most of these non-immigrants left the coun-
try. Only 34,037 more visitors entered the country than left
during the 1933-1944 period. Some of the visitors who left
re-entered later on permanent visas, in which case they were
included in the figures of immigrant aliens admitted. Although
exact figures are lacking, official reports indicate that only about
15,000 refugees remain here on visitors’ visas. These are mainly
persons who were granted an extension of their permits because
they were unable to return to their homelands.

Aside from the refugees who entered this country under our
immigration laws, approximately 1,000 refugees were admitted
in 1944 outside of the regular immigration procedure and placed
in an emergency shelter at Fort Ontario, near Oswego, New
York, under the authority of the War Refugee Board, This
group was made up of persons of various nationalities who had
fled from their homelands to southern Italy. They were brought
here for the duration of the emergency.

Our immigration laws were not changed during the period
of refugee immigration. Neither were the quota requirements
altered. Indeed, owing to the economic depression and the threat
of war, the enforcement of our laws became more severe. A
new visa procedure was introduced to prevent the entry of aliens
whose admission might endanger public safety. Visa control was
centralized in the State Department, and all applications for
admission were carefully examined. These new regulations were
time-consuming, with the result that often individuals were un-
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able to leave in time to save their lives. Some administrative
measures, on the other hand, were adopted to make the immi-
gration of refugees less difficult. In the case of children unac-
companied by their parents, the affidavit of designated child-

TRENDS OF IMMIGRATION
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GRAPHIC ASSOCIATES FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTIE INC.

caring agencies was aceepted in place of the usual guarantee
of support by individuals. About 1,000 children were brought
over under this plan. In granting visas, preference was given to
those who were able to escape so as to make full use of the
places available under the quota. Our immigration laws were
administered justly. They were not modified for the benefit of
the refugees despite the tremendous urgency of the situation.
The figures given above refute the rumor that a million
or more refugees have been admitted to the United States. In-
deed, the total number of immigrants from all countries during
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1933 to 1944 amounted to only 528,549, and that from Europe
—the source of refugee movements—was ufﬂy g65,955. More-
gver, it is worth noting that during the p:r:nud 19331944 only
16.8 per cent of the total number of aliens from l?.u.rupc ad-
missible under our quota law have entered the United States.

EUROPEAN IMMIGRATION QUOTA WAS NEVER FILLED

THOUSANDS,
e QUOTA

1933-44

1933 34 35 36 37 3B 39 A0 A A2 U3 44

GRAPHIC ASSOCIATES FOR PUBLIC AFFARS COMIMITIEL NG,

This was due to a strict interpretation of the immigration laws
because of the economic depression, and, later, because of war-
time restrictions. In fact, as shown by the graph on page g,
the total number of immigrants admitted during this period
was smaller than at any other period during the last century.

What Proportion of the Refugees Are Jews?

While Jews constitute a minority of all recent inm'rlig'mms,
they make up a majority of the refugee group. Assuming that
all Jews from Europe were refugees, we find that the Jews would
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constitute 51.5 per cent of the gross estimate of the number of
refugees (see chart on page 7). If, however, the refined estimate
is taken, they would make up 67.6 per cent of the total, which
may be considered the more accurate estimate. This percentage
does not include an appreciable number of Christians who were
declared Jews by Nazi decrees. Among the Christian refugees
in general, there are more Protestants than Catholics, the ratio
being approximately three to two.

Mationalities Represented

The relative numerical importance of the various nationalities
arriving here as refugees can be seen from the chart on page 7.
The findings of the Committee for the Study of Recent Immi-
gration from Europe agree in general with the estimates, which
are based on official immigration statistics by country of birth,
In some cases, however, these findings suggest certain modifica-
tions. For example, only a small minority of the Italian immi-
grants were actually refugees, not more than 4,000. The Italian
refugees, therefore, should rank much lower. The Germans and
Austrians rank first among the refugees, and the Poles, Czecho-
slovaks, Russians, French, Italians, and Hungarians should fol-
low in this order.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REFUGEES

Whe Are the Refugees?

The refugees differ in a number of ways from the immigrants
who came to the United States in the two or three decades
immediately preceding 1933. To begin with, they include more
women. A larger proportion of the refugees are forty-five years
of age or over. A higher percentage are married. Although the
refugee movement is fundamentally a family type, there is a large
number of separated families. There is also a large number of
young children, since their escape was made easier by the help
extended by various social agencies.

Refugees and Earlier Immigrants Compared

One of the most striking differences between the present-day
refugees and other earlier immigrants is to be found in the kind
of jobs they held before coming to this country. According to
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official immigration statistics, an
unusually large- proportion of
the refugees were engaged in pro-

fessional and commercial fields
and white-collar occupations.
The proportion of skilled workers
. H was less than normal, while the
CAME TO ESCAPE PERSECUTION | proportion of farmers, unskilled

laborers, and servants was far be-

”‘#.,,, low average. Of those who had

: E .5"' engaged in business and industry
: imiﬂ‘ﬂ before coming to this country,

25,000 were merchants
BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL PEQPLE| S9ME 24
[FROM UPPER AND MIDDLECLASSES and dealers, about 5,500 agents,

SEEK BETTER JOBS
wellg,

fessors and school teachers, 2,500
_technical engineers, 2,400 clergy-
men, 1,900 scientists and literary
men, 1,800 lawyers, 1,200 mu-
sicians, Boo actors, and Joo art-
ists.
In contrast to the earlier im-
migrants, a good many of the
g refugees who came here were
relatively well off. This was par-
ticularly true of the refugees
who arrived in the middle 1gg0's,
EAGER TO BECOME US. CITIZENS | when it was still possible to
GRAMAC ASSOCIATES RO rescue a part of one's fortune.
gl saatn Educationally, too, the refugees
were exceptional, By far the most of them had gone beyond
the elementary school level, and nearly half had attended college
or graduate school. They were primarily a city group with a
cosmopolitan outlook, many of them having come from the largest
cities of the Continent. A considerable number of them had
traveled widely and knew languages other than their own.

MIX WITH MATIVE AMERICANS

and 1,800 manufacturers. Phy-

sicians were the most numerous.

é among those in the professioms,
numbering about 5,000. Other

professional groups included ap-

=t proximately 3,500 college pro-

How Are the Refugees Distributed?

Although the majority of the refugees, like other immigrants,
arrived at the port of New York, they are to be found in prac-
tically every state of the Union. Following the distribution pat-
tern of our immigrant population, they are concentrated in the
East, particularly New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Massachusetts; in the Middle West, especially Ohio, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Michigan; and in the Far West, especially Cali-
fornia. They have settled mostly in the larger cities although a
good many live in small towns and rural arcas. New York City,
the largest center of immigrant population and the main port
of entry, has absorbed a larger number of refugees than any
other city in the United States. The distribution of the refugees
throughout the country has been determined largely by the loca-
tion of their relatives and friends, job opportunities, and the
resettlement program of the various refugee service agencies.

THE REFUGEES BECOME AMERICANS

Difficulties Faced by Refugees

The task of becoming adjusted to American life is dificult
enough for the ordinary immigrant in normal times, He finds
himself in a strange environment, with different customs, laws,
language, and ways of life to which he must adjust. The dif-
ficulties faced by the refugee, however, are much greater, for
he has been forcibly uprooted and often has gone through in-
describably horrible experiences. He is filled with fears and
anxieties about the fate of relatives and friends left behind. His
adjustment is made more difficult by the spread of propaganda
against him from fascist countries. Being forced, in many in-
stances, to leave his possessions behind, he often arrives here
without means and finds it necessary to accept jobs beneath his
former status. Thus, many a former businessman, manufacturer,
or professional person has had to take a job as a peddler, janitor,
doorman, or dishwasher, Many couples who previously had
servants of their own took jobs as butlers and maids. House-
wives who never before had been employed accepted factory
jobs and other kinds of work. Not infrequently the main support
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of the family fell upon them. Not all of the refugees accepted
these hardships with good grace, but most of them accepted their
difficulties with a courage that was truly admirable.

Assistance by Refugee Service Organizations

Assisting the refugees in their adjustment have been a number
of agencies and organizations supported by private funds. Some
of these were social service and immigrant aid societies already
established. Others have been created for the refugees to meet
the special problems presented by them. Some of these agencies
give aid to refugees in general and render a variety of services,
including temporary financial relief, loans for establishing busi-
ness enterprises and professional practice, retraining for new
occupations, resettlement in other communities, and aid in family
and general social adjustment, in immigration problems, and in
job finding. Prominent are the large national refugee service
organizations with their local cooperating committees throughout
the country. Also noteworthy are the self-help and other or-
ganizations created and maintained by the refugees themselves.

Other refugee service agencies assist in solving the problems
of special groups. Important among this type are committees
aiding in the adjustment of such groups as physicians, scholars,
lawyers, musicians, clergymen, teachers, writers, and artists. Some
agencies have carried on rescue and relief work overseas, either
aiding all groups or concentrating on helping in the rescue of
intellectuals, labor leaders, or political refugees whose lives were
in special danger. Other agencies have been concerned solely with
bringing children over and supervising their adjustment.

The refugeces have also been helped in many ways by rela-
tives and friends. Only in the case of the special group in the
emergency shelter at Oswego have public funds been used, and
even here some of the costs have been paid by private funds.

What Refugees Do

A majority of the refugees ultimately found work in
business and the professions, even though many of them were
forced at first to accept menial jobs, Owing to the shortage of
manpower during the war period, practically all of those seek-
ing employment eventually found work. Often they did not
find it in the occupations for which they were trained abroad.
Yet practically all have become self-supporting. Among the few
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still needing financial assistance are those either too old or too
young to work and the physically or emotionally handicapped.
Most of the refugees are wholly dependent upon their earnings.
Only a small proportion have other sources of income,

Most of the refugees, according to the findings of the Study,
now feel that their living conditions are as good as or better
than those they enjoyed in Europe. This is particularly true of
the skilled and unskilled workers, the younger persons, and those
who have lived here a number of years. On the other hand,
among the professional and business people, the older age groups,
and those who have been here a comparatively short time, the
majority report their living conditions as being the same or
worse. Moreover, the great majority feel that their social position
is about the same as or lower than it was in Europe. Thus, it
would seem that most of the refugees feel that they have lost
mare in social than in economic standing.

Where They Live

The refugees, unlike other recent immigrants, do not con-
centrate in special neighborhoods in the towns in which they
live. Except in a few very large cities like New York and
Chicago, they do not form colonies, but scatter throughout the
city. They do, however, show a tendency to settle in parts of
the city where others of their own nationality group live, taking
into account economic and social class lines.

In contrast to other immigrants of recent periods, the refugees
tend to associate much more frequently with native Americans.
This is unusual in view of the fact that they have been here
a short time.

Integration into Community Life

The striking extent to which refugees have fitted into Ameri-
can community lifc may be explained partly by their rela
tively small numbers and wide distribution, partly by their su-
perior educational and eultural background, but particularly by
their desire to become assimilated. Reports from communities
throughout the country reveal that refugees take part in all kinds
of community activities. They readily intermarry with native
Americans, especially with persons of their own religion and na-
tional background. OF those who have married since their arrival,
go per cent of the men and 17 per cent of the women have
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married native Americans, unusually high percentages for a
fareign-born group. The only age group that experiences real dif-
ficulty in adjusting to American life is, as might be expected,
the older people.

Refugee women on the whole appear to adapt themselves
more readily, to American life than the men. The women
are quicker in acquiring the language and adapting themselves
to new customs. They find it easier to get jobs, They accept
inferior types of work with more composure than the men, to
whom this means a greater sense of loss and frustration. They
encounter less prejudice in the labor and busines fields be-
cause they are less likely to be considered as permanent com-
petitors,

Although the refugees have acquired a knowledge of English
with great rapidity, they frequently state that language has been
one of their greatest difficulties in adjusting to American life.
This is because they are not content with a superficial knowledge
of the language. They arc very anxious to master it and use
it like an educated native American.

Refugee Children Adjust Readily

Most successful in adjusting to American life have been the
young adults and the children. Reports from various communi-
ties throughout the country agree that refugee children fit into
American life without difficulty and scon become practically
indistinguishable from native-born children. Principals and teach-
ers who have been interviewed say the same of the refugee
children in school. They report that these children have learned
English in a remarkably short period of time, that language has
been, at most, only a temporary handicap, that they associate
freely with other children, and present no special problem. Many
of the teachers stated that the work of refugee children as a
group has been above average. They feel that this is due to the
superior educational background of their parents and the value
the latter place upon education. They also feel that the refugee
children have exercised a beneficial influence by stimulating in-
terest in languages, art, literature, and scholarship.

Although most of the refugee children have recovered quite
rapidly from the harrowing experiences abroad, some have found
it difficult to overcome those experiences and have suffered from
emotional upsets in various degrees, In general, however, these
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emotional disturbances have tended to disappear after a while
as a sense of security is gained and unpleasant memories recede
into the dim past. Refugee children, |
having few or no ties to the European
background but merely recollections of
an often unhappy childhood in Europe,
do not know or long for any other
life, as their parents may. They cannot,
therefore, think of their future apart
from America. :

What America means to these chil-
dren may be seen in the following
story, written by a sixteen-year-old boy after nine months in this
country:

November 10, 1938, was the most terrible day in my life.
In the morming of that day I went as usual to school. At 10
o'clock I went home, beaten by Nazi boys. It was on this day
the Nazis set fire to the Jewish synagogues throughout Germany.
But this was not enough. At 11 o'clock they took my father to
a concentration camp without giving any explanations. Later,
six Nazis came to our door, brutally expelled us from our home,
and destroyed everything in it

My brother and I worked hard to support our mother, There
were many days when we had nothing to eat. These who have
never known what famine is can't realize what a terrible thing
it can be, Days, weeks, months went by, and still my father had
to bear the terrible life of a concentration camp. Just at that
time when we felt we could not endure the struggle any more,
my dad was released from the camp. We were glad to see him,
but the change in him was pathetic. His eyes were sunken. His
face was drawn and haggard. His hair was gray, and he had
aged twenty years and lost about 50 pounds,

After a great deal of effort my parents were able to send my
sister and me to France. . . . Finally the train came. A last
embrace and good-bye, One part of my heart was full of joy
because of having escaped from a land of slavery, but the other
part of my heart was dark, full of grief for my parents and all
my folks who were left behind. . . .

We spent two years in children's homes in France. Finally,
together with forty-three other children we were brought to the
United States, When we arrived at the port of New York, every
one of us felt overjoyed and our eyes were wet with tears, thrilled
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at the sight of this land of liberty and justice for all. My dreams
were finally realized—being in America. How wonderful it was
to be able to sleep at night without fear of being bombed or
killed, to have enough to eat, and to be free as only in America
one can be free!

[This boy and his sister are still in a foster home and have
not yet heard from their parents, who fled to France and were
put into a concentration camp.]

The Refugees Become Loyal Americans

The refugees, on the whole, have sought to identify them-
selves completely with America. About g5 per cent of them
state that they have no intention of returning to their former
homelands, The proportion varies with the nationality and occu-
pation. Practically no German wants to return, and only a few
Austrians, Poles, and Russians. More Czechs, Italians, Belgians,
Netherlanders, and Frenchmen indicate that they want to go
back. Artists, scholars, and political leaders predominate among
those who wish to return. Jews are almost unanimous in their
intention not to return.

Nearly all have shown great eagerness to become naturalized.
Many of them took out their first papers almost immediately after
their arrival, Only a few have failed to apply. Fully half of the
refugees have been granted citizenship, the rest being in various
stages of getting it. This is a remarkable record, considering
the brief period of time they have been here. To the refugees,
most of whom have been deprived of their full rights as citizens
in their homelands, and many of whom had been rendered state-
less, the attainment of American citizenship is a matter of great
importance. The event is often marked by celebrations, the ex-
change of gifts, and notices in the foreign-language press. The
refugees become enthusiastic citizens and show great appreciation
of the democratic principles underlying our government, con-
trasting, from personal experience, the freedom of democracy
with the tyranny of fascism.

Loyalty to the United States was also shown by the refugees
who had been here too short a time to become citizens and hence
were still aliens when America entered the war. Along with
other aliens born in countries with which the United States was
at war, they became technically “enemy aliens,” with limitations
on their personal freedom. Actually, however, they were “friendly
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aliens” of enemy nationality. This fact was soon recognized by
the Department of Justice which, upon proof of loyalty, per-
mitted them to become naturalized. The refugee community
proved itself to be overwhelmingly on the side of democracy
and aided in the war effort in every way. The Selective Training
and Service Act made aliens as fully liable to service as citizens.
Eligible refugees, aliens and citizens alike, therefore entered the
armed forces to the same extent as native Americans. Many of
them rendered special services because of their intimate knowl-
edge of the languages, culture, psychology, and geography of
enemy countries. Those who remained at home contributed gen-
erously to the various war activities on the home front. Important
contributions were made by scientists and highly trained tech-
nicians, either in government services or in private industries.
All regarded their contribution to the war effort as an expression
of the gratitude they feel toward America.

THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
CLASSES

SINCE the business and professional classes constitute important
elements among the refugees, their adjustment is of particular
interest.

The Businessman and the Manufacturer

Whilé most of those who had been in business abroad naturally
desired to continue in it here, a number of them have been
unable to do so because of lack of capi- g
tal, insufficient knowledge of English,
and unfamiliarity with American busi-
ness methods. But many have succeeded
in establishing themselves either in their
former line of business or in an entirely
new field. Outstanding among the fields
of business which refugees have entered
are: furs, leather goods, textiles, glass-
ware, plastics, jewelry, and diamonds.
It is interesting to note that the diamond industry was transferred
almost completely from the Netherlands and Belgium to this

country.




FEFRCOUCED TROM HOLDSNGS AT THE FRUAMSOLM B ADOSEVELT LIBRARY

Many refugees showed great ingenuity in starting new types
of businesses. In numerous instances they have brought with
them or developed here new processes, and started the manu-
facture of products hitherto either unknown here or imported,
such as scientific instruments, precision tools, and synthetic indus-
trial products. Many refugee manufacturers, like Mr. 5—,
produced articles that were essential to the war effort. The num-
ber of new products, services, and styles introduced is very con-
siderable. Some are carrying on here an export-import business
which they had previously developed in Europe. Thus, the refu-
gees have made a substantial contribution to American business
and industry, and their activities have been far from merely com-
petitive. Instead of taking jobs away from Americans, they have,
like Mr. 5———, given employment to a considerable number
of Americans, in some instances as many as 500 o 1,000,

The Physician

The physicians are the largest single group of professional
people among the refugees. In their case our information is based
upon a special survey made in forty-one states and covering 33
per cent of the total. All told, about five thousand refugee phy-
sicians, including medical students and nonpractitioners, came to.
this country from Europe between 1933 and 1944. Approximately
three-fourths of them were specialists
in one branch of medicine or another.

Refugee physicians may be found in
- practically every state of the Union,
The largest group is in New York,
particularly in New York City. This
undoubtedly is due to the fact that
New York City, aside from being the
port of entry for most European im-
| migrants, is located in one of the few
states that require only first citizenship papers of applicants for
the licensing examination. But a large proportion of the doctors
have settled in localities with less than 2,500 population. The
Study reveals that no physician has failed to apply for his first
citizenship papers, and that two-thirds of them, as compared
with one-half of the general refugee group, have already become
citizens.
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The professions differ from most occupations in that many
of them require licenses. This is especially true of medicine,
where the requirements are particularly rigid with respect
to both state laws and the regulations of the state medical
examining boards. American physicians, more than any other
professional group, have feared possible refugee competition.
They have, therefore, made the existing requirements stricter
for the refugees. While the restrictions have served in some in-
stances to protect the American public against a lowering of
standards, they have served primarily to safeguard the interests
of the American physicians. This is evident from the kinds of
bars that have been erccted in many states. These include refusal
to admit to a licensing examination graduates of European
medical schools unless the application was signed by the dean
of the particular school, requiring certification of medical dip-
lomas by a United States consul, restricting licenses to grad-
uates of approved American or Canadian schools, requiring that
the country of the applicant must grant reciprocity to licensees of
a given state, and requiring internship in an American hospital,
even though the individual may have practiced for years and
won distinction in his field. In addition to being handicapped
by these restrictions, the refugee physician has faced special
difficulties in taking an examination given in English, which is
a foreign language to him, long after the completion of his
schooling. This largely accounts for the fact that refugees have
failed more frequently than American applicants who have just
been graduated from medical school.

Owing to these difficulties—and additional ones, such as non-
acceptance by county medical societies and refusal of hospital
affiliastion—some of the refugee physicians have been forced
cither to give up their profession entirely or to accept laboratory,
hospital, and other similar positions. The majority, however,
have succeeded in entering private practice. Most of them have
become general practitioners rather than continuing as specialists.

Although the competition of refugee physicians has undoubt-
edly been felt occasionally, especially in some of the larger cities,
it has been greatly exaggerated. Many of the refugee doctors
have settled in rural areas and small towns, where American
physicians have been reluctant to take up practice. Moreover,
the war caused such a scarcity of physicians that there could
have been little competition.
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Not only have American communities facing a shortage in
physicians gained by the coming of refugee doctors, but Ameri-
can medicine also has benefited by the achievements of many
of those refugees who were given the chance of resuming their
work in medical research, clinical work, and teaching.

The dentists have had a tougher row to hoe than the phy-
sicians, European dentistry, which is simply one of the medical
specialties, is technically inferior to American dentistry; conse-
quently, the refugee dentists have had to take training in Ameri-
can dental schools. Indeed, practically no state has permitted
foreign dentists to take a licensing examination until they have
completed such a course. A minimum of two or three years’
retraining has generally been required. Even after graduation,
the refugee dentist is not allowed to practice in most states of
the Union unless he has attained full citizenship. Those who
have qualified have never been considered by the profession as
outsiders or competitors, and they have generally been very suc-
cessful. On the other hand, it has been hard for the older prac-
titioners and those with little money to get the needed retraining.
A large proportion of them have had to leave dentistry.

The University Professor and the Scientist

College professors have not found it hard to transfer their
skills to the American scene although, as in any other group,
some were forced to enter new occupations. Those who con-
tinued in their ficld had some difficulty
in adjusting to the American academic
atmosphere. As a rule, the refugee pro-
fessors have done better on the lecture
platform and as graduate-school pro-
fessors than as teachers of under-
graduates. They have found it difficult
to talk clearly, precisely, and interest-
ingly in a strange tongue, and to adapt
themselves to new teaching methods
and American democratic classroom procedures. In contrast to the
informal teacher-student relationship in America, the European
professor had often developed aloofness. He felt that the further
removed he was from his students the greater his eminence.

Refugee professors have frequently encountered prejudice and

oppasition on the part of their American colleagues. This was
especially true during the economic depression when job oppor-
tunities even for qualified Americans were very limited. Some
college administrators and individual faculty members often ex-
pressed fears that American colleges might be flooded with foreign
teachers, particularly Jews; exposed to foreign influences; and
polluted with foreign ideas. On the other hand, many colleges
welcomed the refugee professor because this gave them the
opportunity of adding a distinguished foreign scholar to their
faculty at a low cost. And many American professors, aroused
at the Nazi attack on freedom of teaching and learning, did
much to aid their oppressed colleagues.

The scientists among the refugees
found it easier to get jobs than most
university professors because they had
a more “marketable product.”” They
have accepted positions in universities,

government departments, research agen-
cies, and industry.

Among the university teachers and
scientists may be found many eminent -
scholars of international reputation. They include eight Nobel
Prize winners, and several who have taken a leading part in
the development of the atomic bomb. They have contributed
in many ways to the war effort and to the advancement of
American science and scholarship.

The school teachers among the refugees have found it almost
impossible to get jobs in the American public school system.
A few have found positions in private schools and institutions;
the rest have had to accept employment in other fields.

The Lawyer

Of the various professional groups, the lawyers have experi-
enced perhaps the greatest difficulties in making use of their
special skills. Laws vary greatly from country to country. Having
been trained in Continental legal systems, which differ funda-
mentally from the American system, the refugee lawyers find
it practically impossible to practice here without almost com-
plete retraining. A few of the younger lawyers have attended
American law schools and succeeded in entering the field here.
Of the older group who found retraining impractical, some
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earn their livelihood by looking after the interests of European
clients, by serving as consultants on European law, or by acting
- & intermediaries between refugee cli-

ents and American attorneys. The ma-
jority, however, have had to leave the
profession. Some, after special prepara-
tion, became accountants; others took
factory or business jobs. During the
war many refugee lawyers, like indi-
viduals in other professions, found em-
ployment in government service, where
their training proved a valuable asset.

The Artist and the Writer

The musician and artist have had less difficulty in adjusting

+ to American conditions because they use an international medium

of expression. But not all have been able to find suitable em-
ployment or even to remain in their field. The musicians, par-
ticularly, have been up against limited job opportunities. Simi-
larly, while some of the artists have managed to exhibit and
sell their works, others have been forced to commercialize their
art or take other jobs. Some of these believe that there will be

greater opportunities for them in their homelands when con-
ditions become more settled, and therefore are planning to return.

Less fortunate have been the refugee
writers. Depending as they do upon
the intimate knowledge and precise use
of language, they can hardly be ex-
pected to do as well in a new tongue.
Especially is this true of poets, play-
wrights, and other creative writers.
The only recourse of such authors is
to have their works translated. On the

other hand, writers on historical sub-

jects and current events frequently adapt themselves more easily

to the use of English because of the more factual nature of
their material and the lesser importance of style.

Outstanding among the distinguished refugees is Thomas
Mann:
Nobel Prize laureate and world-famous author, Thomas Mann
chose self-exile rather than existence in Hitler's Germany. His
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personal rejection of Nazi doctrine and distrust of it as a design
for living had found public expression as early as 1930, but it
was in 1933 after the Reichstag fire that Mann, vacationing in
Switzerland with his wife, decided not to return to his homeland.

His anti-Nazi stand met with sharp retaliation. His property
was seized, he was stripped of German naticnality, and the Uni-
versity of Bonn revoked the honorary degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy it had conferred upon him. Switzerland, Czechoslovakia,
and France extended hospitality to him, but he found himself
spiritually a man without a country, just as technically he was
“without papers,” and could not settle down in tranquility of
mind to live and work.

Then came a call from an American university, and in 1938
he came to the United States. Several years of distinguished
service as visiting lecturer in the humanities at Princeton Univer-
sity followed, during which time he took out his first citizenship
papert.

His literary production has continued without interruption
since his arrival in this country, and his work, which is translated
from German into English, reaches an ever-widening public. In
1941, in his sixty-sixth year, he retired to California to devote
himself to his writing.

Representative of the finest qualities to be found among the
new arrivals, Thomas Mann has made an outstanding contribu-
tion to American life by virtue both of his unsurpassed literary
gifts and his strong stand for democratic principles. He is now
an American citizen. In response to an invitation from his fellow
writers to return, he has stated that he will never again live in
Germany. During the years of exile, Germany has become alien
to him—a land of anxiety and apprehension. He has recently
pointed out the obstacles to understanding between “people who
have only witnessed from without the Witches' Sabbath of the
Mazis, and those within who have participated in its wild dance.”

In addition, strong ties hold him to America. Two of his
sons have served in the armed forces, and English-speaking grand-
children are growing up around him. Leading American univer-
sities have expressed their affection and esteem by bestowing
honorary upon him, and he has built his permanent
home along the beautiful California coast, whose protection, he
says, enables him to bring to a close his life's work.

Another class of refugee artists to whom language has pre-

sented a special handicap is the actors. Many could not find
work in their profession, while others who found a place in the
theater frequently were restricted to dialect or accent parts,
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which are generally minor roles. In contrast to the difficulties
faced by individuals in other professions, those encountered by
the actors have been due more to circumstances beyond the
control of the theater than to the discriminatory attitude of
the profession, which has a strong tradition of broad social out-
look and tolerance.

A few of the refugee actors have succeeded in gaining a repu-
tation which has assured them top places on the legitimate stage
as well as in the movies. It i5 in Hollywood rather than on
Broadway that refugee actors have been able to make use of
their talents most fully. The same is true also of producers and
directors,

WHAT REFUGEES AND AMERICANS
THINK OF EACH OTHER

What the Refugees Think of Americans

Interviews and questionnaires obtained by the Committee from
thousands of refugees throughout the country tell an interesting
story of their reaction to America. Coming from countries suf-
fering from a depressed economy because of war conditions,
they are struck by the economic abundance, greater conveniences,
and luxuries in the United States. Having lived in fear of the
Gestapo, they are impressed with the freedom and security
found here. They are amazed to discover that government of-
ficials are public servants instead of petty tyrants to be feared
and distrusted. Among the other features of American life that
provoke their comments are the lack of rigid class lines, the high
degree of social mobility, familiarity between employer and em-
ployee, the extensive educational and cultural opportunities, and
the friendliness, cordiality, informality, and optimism of Ameri-
cans. They are much impressed with American democracy and
liberty, and express great appreciation of the opportunities of-
fered by this country.

Yet they find some of our customs strange and difficult to
understand; there are others which they dislike. They express
disapproval of the frequent changing of jobs, the lack of thor-
oughness, the hustle and bustle of life, the lesser regard for
orderliness, and the dominating role of money that they believe
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exist here. They are surprised at the amount of race prejudice,
especially at the treatment accorded to the Negro, and appalled at
the extent of anti-Semitism in this country, They are particularly
disturbed over such practices as restricted neighborhoods, hotels,
resorts, and schoals. They find it hard to reconcile such practices
and attitudes with the principles of democracy. Most of the
refugees—about three-quarters—report, however, that they them-
selves have experienced no discrimination. Of those who did, it
is interesting to note, the earlier arrivals experienced more dis-
crimination than those who came in more recent years, This
may be explained by the fact that the latter arrived here in a
period of full employment.

One Woman's Appraisal

Following are some of the impresions of America expressed
by a cultured German woman in an interview:

I was first of all impressed by your general fearlessness, Chil-
dren are not afraid of their parents, students are not afraid of
their teachers, men of their bosses. Women don't seem to be
afraid of anything or anybody. Nobody closes doors here, or
erects fences and walls that might serve as a hostile or discrimi-
nating gesture. Even your houses look inviting. . . . People keep
their shades up for everybody to lock in, and nobady seems dis-
turbed by the fact that his privacy can be violated at any time
on the slightest pretext.

The fact that everything in America is public at first impresses
a European as rather indiscreet. This is especially true of your
newspapers. Even your most famous, most important men must
share their private lives with their fellow-Americans. They are
under a magnifying glass all the time. The public knows how
many socks and ties they own and how they live in general. . . .

In the United States dreams are made to come true. The gap
between dream and reality is narrow, and while Europeans are
often unwilling to bridge it because they feel the result might
not live up to their expectations, Americans seem to know no
such hesitancy. . . .

If you make a mistake in America, your life isn't ruined. You
have tremendous regerves and tremendous room. Americans will
greet a new idea or experiment with “why not try it” and, strange
to say, it does not kill them. . . . In Europe, on the contrary,

every mistake strikes back at you tomorrow. . . . If a European
is forced to change his job, he is apt to call himself a failure.
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But in America most life histories of outstanding citizens show
that they have had lots of different jobs in their lives, all
varied. . . .

Another thing that impresses me about this country is the
great influence your women wield. This doesn’t mean that we
don't have outstanding women abroad, but they rarely find such
large audiences as, for instance, Mrs. Roosevelt, Dorothy Thomp-
son, and others. 1 find American women in general far more
alert and progresive than European women. . . . What really
amazes the foreigner, however, is the way American men have
been domesticated. Much as they compete with each other in
business, at home they seem to be more or less content to leave
the management of their private lives to their wives, . . .

What Americans Think of the Refugees

The general reaction of Americans toward the refugees may
be summed up as one of compassion for the victims of persecu-
tion seeking a haven here. The refugees report that, on the
whole, Americans have shown an attitude of friendliness and
helpfulness. As the number of refugees increased, however, a
certain amount of antagonism developed. Refugees began to be
looked upon as serious competitors, especially by certain profes-
sional and wage-eamning groups and in certain communities.
These fears were allayed with the increased demand for labor
brought about by the war.

Some Resent Competition .

Nevertheless, a certain degree of resentment has persisted in
certain quarters and against certain groups of refugees. This is
not an uncommon occurrence in American history, since new-
comers frequently have been regarded with enmity and accused
of possessing undesirable traits and of offering serious com-
petition. American physicians, led by American medical socie-
ties, have complained about the potential competition of refugee
physicians, especially where the latter have replaced Americans
who left for military service. The extent of the competition,
however, could not have been great because the total number «
of refugee physicians, not all of whom were practitioners, was
only 3 per cent of the number of physicians in America. More-
over, the nation has been experiencing a dearth ra.thu'tl!m a
surplus of doctors. It should be noted that many of the eligible
refugee physicians joined the armed forces, while others took

over the practices of Americans with the understanding that

they would relinquish them upon the latter’s return. Still others

settled in small communities which had no doctor.
Complaints have also been heard about the alleged amassing

‘of wealth by some refugees dealing in the stock market and

real estate and engaging in other large business enterprises. The
number and effect of refugees in these fields have been greatly
exaggerated. Only a very small proportion of them are engaged
in Wall Street operations, and a still smaller proportion are
nonresident aliens who under the present law are not required
to pay a capital gains tax. The large-scale real-estate operations
of refugees have been confined to a very few large cities, and
the amount of real estate they hold is relatively insignificant.
Leading American real-estate operators state that, on the whole,
refugees in this field have had quite a stimulating effect on the
market.

The "Cafe Society" Group

Among other charges leveled against the refugees have been
the conspicuous display of wealth by the “café society” group
among them, their arrogance, air of superiority, and ungrateful-
ness, as well as their habit of constantly contrasting unfavorably
their condition here with their former social and economic status
in Europe. The Committee’s Study indicates that these typical
complaints and charges are limited to a few communities and
are greatly exaggerated. In most communities the number of
refugees is so small that unless attention is drawn to them the
community as a whole is hardly aware of their presence.

The refugee “café society” group comprises only a small per-
centage cven of the wealthy, who are a very small minority,
While arrogance may be found among the refugees, as in any
other group, what is interpreted as arrogance may be due to
sensitiveness or merely to the difference between European and
American social habits. Ungratefulness is definitely the excep-
tion rather than the rule, The Study indicates that most refugees
feel a profound gratitude to America. There may be some Ameri-
cans who expect the refugees to show continuing humility, grate-
fulness, and a willingness to accept a low standard of living.
This attitude dates back to dealings with immigrants of earlier
periods, who were quite unlike the present-day refugees in educa-
tional and cultural background.
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CONCLUSION

Effects on American Life

In conclusion, it is evident that the refugees, making up
only an insignificant percentage of the immigrant population
and an utterly negligible proportion of the total population of
this country, could hardly offer serious competition to Americans
or endanger their way of life. On the contrary, they have had
a beneficial influence upon this country out of proportion to
their numbers. They have had a stimulating effect upon the
economic and cultural life of the nation. In business they have
started new types of enterprises, stimulated existing ones, and
developed new markets. In industry they have introduced new
processes and produced articles hitherto unknown or not manu-
factured here. Moreover, in both of these fields they have brought
in capital and created job opportunities for Americans. A con-
siderable number of refugees, being highly skilled workers, have
contributed their skill toward the advancement of various Ameri-
can industries, notably those producing diamonds, jewelry,
plastics, textiles, furs, leather goods, and food specialties. In the

field of arts and letters they have introduced new forms of

expression and significant works; in drama they have created
many outstanding and successful plays and motion pictures; in
scholarship they have extended the bounds of knowledge; and
in science they have made important discoveries.

The refugees have shown unusual adaptability. In a short
period of time they have gone a long way toward becoming
a part of the nation, presenting little or no problem to the Ameri-
can community.

The Refugee a World Problem

The end of the war has not meant the end of the refugee
problem. Millions, uprooted and displaced by the catastrophe
through which the world has just passed, are dispersed all over
the earth. Many of these cannot go back to their former homes.
This is particularly true of the Jews and a good many of the
Poles, Russians, Yugoslavs, and nationals of the former Baltic
states. For many of these the only solution seems to be to remain

in the present countries or to migrate again. In the case of the
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Jews, the problem is so great and so complex that bold, far-
reaching measures are necessary to solve it. Only by the co-
operative effort of all nations can the refugee problem be solved
satisfactorily. A step in this direction was taken in 1938 with
the creation, at the initiative of the United States, of the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refugees. Another step was taken
in 1943 by the establishment of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), in which the United
States again assumed a leading part. The problem in its en-
tirety, however, has not as yet been adequately considered, and
a definite program for migration and resettlement has not yet
been formulated. In this program the United States, with its
tradition of serving as a haven for the oppressed, must play
an important role.

g1



FOR FURTHER READING

American Christian Committee for Refugees. Toward a New
Life. New York. 1945

American Friends Service Committee. Refugee Facts: A Study
of the German Refugee in America. Philadelphia. 1939

Angell, Norman (with two chapters by Dorothy F. Buxton).
You and the Refugee. London and New York, Penguin
Books. 1939

Brown, Francs J., Editor. “Refugees,” special issue of The
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Secience. Vol. 203, May, 1939 .

Fields, Harold. The Refugee in the United States. New York,
Oxford University Press. 1938

Gotischalk, Max, and Duker, Abraham G. Fews in the Post-War
World. New York, published for the American Jewish Com-
mittee by the Dryden Press. 1945

Gumpert, Martin. First Papers. New York, Duell, Sloan and
Pierce. 1941

National Board, Young Women’s Christian Associations. Meet
the Refugees. New York. 1940

. Refugees in Wartime. New York. 1043

National Planning Association. Europe’s Uprooted People, the
Relocation of Displaced Population. Washington, D. C.,
Planning Pamphlet No. 36. September, 1944

National Refugee Service. Dividends from New Americans. New
York. 1941

Natonek, Hans. In Search of Myself. New York, G. P. Putnam’s
Sons. 1943

Robison, Sophia M. Refugees at Work. New York, King’s Crown
Press. 1942

Saenger, Gerhart. Today's Refugees, Tomorrow's Citizens, a
Story of Americanization. New York, Harpers. 1941

Simpson, Sir John Hope. The Refugee Problem. Report of a
Survey. London, Oxford University Press. 1939

Tartakower, Arich, and Grossmann, Kurt R. The Jewish Refugee.
New York Institute of Jewish Affairs of the American
Jewish Congress and World Jewish Congress. 1944 .

92

'I’HE publication of Public Affairs Pamphlets—now in their tenth
millian—is one of the activities of the Public Affairs Committes,
whese purpose as nuclnrusmd in its Constitution is "“to make avail-
able in summary and inexpensive form the results of research on
economic and social problems to aid in the understanding and
development of American policy. The scle purpose of the Com-
mittes s educational. It has no economic or social program of its
own fo promote.” The members serve in a personal capacity and
not as representatives of their respective organizations. Fubli:alinn
of a pamphlet does not necessarily imply the Committes’s ap-
proval of the statements or views contained in it.

THE COMMITTEE

Crdway Tead, Chalrman . William Trefant Feater  Felia Mas

Harry D, Gidecsse, Yice Chalrman  Luther Gulick Thomas B, Rishwerth
5. M., Kauny, Secretary F. Ernast Jokason Walter B Sharp
!-l'lmqhH. Hunt, Acting Secretary Harry W, Laidler Dosald Shesinger
Bawlah Amidon, Traaserer Rabart P. Lans Gear ule
Elaanar C, Anderan Francin P. Miller kark Starr

Earl Broen Friedas 5. Millar Wilkiam T, Sigas
Rayrrond Leslie Buall William H, Walls

Marwall 5. Stewart, Editer ol the Pamphist Seried
Wabel C. Mount Awnitant Editor

Vialst Edwards, Director of Education and Promofion
Gladys Gunnation, Busisewm Manager

——

Al rIlEh-H. reterved, Mo part ol this pamphlel may be re redeted withow! permivsios,
wxcept short passages of no more thas wordi in length which may be quoted by a
reviewsr or commentaior, with full credit to the Committes. For parmision fo use
langer sxcarpts, write fo the Public Affairs Committes, Incorporated, 30 Eockefaller
Plars, Mew Tork 20, M. Y.

Firit Edition, Decembaer, 1W5

Printed in the United Stater of America T

DETACH AND MAIL TODAY

Postage No
Wil Be Paid Posts e
by - 1f Malled in the
Addressee Unlied States

BUSINESS REPLY CARD

FIRST CLASS FERMIT MO, 277848, SEC, BI1D P.L.&A. NEW YORK. N. Y.

PuUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, INC.
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.



-

mrﬂmlmmlmm

It was May when 1 161l New York ; it seems only yesterday. With”
every minute utilised time has passed very quickly. At any rate, having
neglected my family and all my friends for seven months | now try to
make amends, Here is the news — no copyright |

Our crossing by way ol the North Atlantic roule was a heclic one
in an old freighter that had been converted into a troop carrier. Although
the war in Europe had ended the week precious we embarked under cover
of wartime security and travelled in convoy. [ s a sinister experience Lo
go under cover of darkness to the Mew York docks and board an unknown
vessel, | hope my return voyage home will be more cheerful

The wealer was bad. We rolled we rocked | China crashed and
baggage bounced aboul indiscriminately More than one person was
treated for bumps and bruises. Our Commander was aboard a magnilicent
ocean liner and conducied ihe convoy from a central position. When we
in our litlle freighter were listing dangerously the skipper signalled him
with great promplitude, His flashed reply read thus W You are nol on a
mill-pond ; inform your passengers this is no Sunday-School picnic”
There were fogs ; the ship developed engine trouble and al one lime wea
were lell complelely behind with only a small destroyer for prolection.
We caught up again in due course.

The plan was to land al Southamplon. This did not develop and
we procesded to Le Havre. The docking of our ship at that liberated French
harbour is something o be remerbered. It was our [irst glimpse ol a
bambed and mined war area. Afler [ourleen days aboard the Sea
Porpoise” it was a cruelblow to learn that we had to remain on haoard
lor lweniv-lour hours b e being translerred 1o the Sea Waolle” which
took us to Southamplol reached the latier cily on June Ist

I shall always remember that briel journey between Le Havre and
Southamplon, 1 shall remember it with a leeling ol reverence anil awe
It was nol my [irsl crossing of that [amous piece of water I had made
others by air and sea, This trip was very special. 1 am sure there was
no-one who did not pay a silent tribute to all those men of the gallant
Allied Armies who had made the same journey in the opposite direction
about twe!'ve months before Ahe'jonrney that landed them on the
threachercus beaches of Normandy. X

W proceeded [rom Southamplon by rail to Reading. This
picturesque little English town was my happy home for two woeks, with
daily trips ‘o London, This brief sojourn in the United Kingdom, plus many
subsequen: official trips has given me a true apprect 1 of whal Lhe

British pecple endured and sacrificed through the second World war. The
limited rations to which they have adhered faithfully and rigidly,
tuted] but one of the many sacrifices, The clothing situation wi il

ficult in the extreme. For example: a
15 for one yedar one suil of «
1 pair of shoes requires 9 coupons

I had more than one interesting experience during the
mentioned, One was an invitation 1o address the student nurses of
England a: the annual meeting of the ! oyal College of Nurses held at
Southporl. The auwdience was an enthosiaslic and interesting Loy
consisting of four hundred young women from all corners of England,

an receivies f
wihies recguline

1=t it
Cr Ili L

wio wirtks

young women eager for information on the attitndes and problems ol oor
Amarican youth

Aler approximalely two weeks ol | processing I was assigned
ty Wieshade Cermany, via Parig, 1o work in conjunction with the 12th
Army { up Headguariers The purpose o this assignment was 1o recruil
Army J for UNRRA. Oflicers and men who had aighty-five points

howve in bwo anl

ar over, | interviewed more than twalve hundred ol hizss
hall weeks. It was an experience to have the opportunily ol talking
personally lo sug h & large number of our Offioers and G.0I's 5o soon aller

v dav, The reactions of the comhbat soldier wer rosting. 11 wis no
small to fimd that those hows had =0 many lalse
impressi irding conditions in th land. Particularly was |

vir exagperated idea of labour strikes in the Uniitesel S
r internal changes dur

interes! =
plus a ca npletely distorted version W oth

war vears ; changes Yy gl ol prog n in relation to actual facls
I realised too the imrT tani place 1het ¢ Trom Amnegi f ke
lives aof aur men through h th

tack of ihem many (el

wirp acauired a sense of no long helonging !
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I wondered how any MNation with
evening a celebration look place in the Grande Place ; the fountains wire
turned on and the Province Statutes (lluminated. This bolised more
than a political festivity — 1 felt it was a true ln.d.lﬂﬂmlﬁ the
Europe were no Mdnger submerged in darkness.

The shops at that lime were emply, but for Bastille day dummy
packages had been beautifully wrapped and used to decorale the windows

front for a special holiday. | wenl into several shops to enquire about
prices. This natural query appeared to alarm the shop-keeper who advised
me apologetically that the articles were not for sale. Surely life in Paris
had changed [rom the old days !

\ There were no taxis except a lew horse-drawn vehicles, and the
rales were prohibitive. The Metra Line ceased to function at 11.00 p.m.
A Teiw of our curious friends relied on the Metro for sight-seeing purposes,
%p absorbed were they with the interesting sights that they missed the last f
underground and had to walk home.

My work in Paris was finally completed and one hundred and

elghteen G.1's and Officers engaged. 1 then returned to London in-answer
o & summons o take over the Deputy Directorship of Austria, On arrival
in London. | was advised that a situation had arisen at the UNRRA
Mohilization and Training Base at Granville, France, which required ©
immediate altention. | was asked if | would be willing to undertake the job

of directorship. It was with regrel that gave up the assi to Austria.
Granville typifies any Normandy with muwwilﬁ;i

streets and quaint old houses snuggled side by side. The
several hotels, The Normandy, my hillel, stood high on the cliffs
facing the sca. The window in my room offered a magnificent view of
and beauty far removed [rom the horrors of recenl war. In
retrospect | shall always recall not only this peaceful scens but the other
phenomena of nature, the tides coming in and going out. As I watched
them 1 often thought how small was the might of man compared with the
might of his Maker. .

The Mormandy Hotel, my Granville home, pla its own part in
the German Commando raid on that city — the door of my bedroom still
bore the signs of machine gun bullets. The office and the main
Headguarters for (he personnel were located a short distance from
Granville in a smaller coanterpart of that lewn known as Jullouville, My
own office consisted of lwo small rooms in an ancient chateau ; a chatean
that had previously served as the Headquarters of General | Tke”
and his boys.

1 worked hard during those early days al Granville ; days that
lelt liltle more than six hours for sleep. The Base was under- investigation.
It was there | learned for the first time the true meaning of |, Black
Marketing”, a term so much moré grim in reality than it could ever appear
In the headlines of the American nowspapers, Proximity is knowledge ; it
was such proximity that made me realise the ramifications of such ill-trade
in a counlry ravaged by the devastation of war.

During the month we operated al Granville more than one
thousand people were trained, processed and deployed to the field. They
represented twenty-nine Nationalities of the Allied Nations. Transporta-
tion was truck — mainly British trucks. 1 might say none of them
registered the bloom of youth — that they had left on the deserts
of Alrica and other combal areas in the early days of the war !

The first task was unfortunately to replace, almost in its entirety,

.all the stalf, This stafl was built up with the greatest possible speed and
was chosen to a large degree from the forty-seven Nations representing

UNRRA. The Deputy was a British Army Colonel ; the Deputy
Director was a versatile Frenchman with a strong ity ; the Supply
Ofifcer was an Australian ; the Officer in Transport was a Pole ;

" the Communications Officer a Belgian ; the Bi Olficer a Czech ; the



a Depuly Welfare mnm‘unm;sww.-mﬂam
mmummmm-umunm.mmutmuh-mndm
mﬂmmy—ﬁuirphhwummdwm:

which usually accomodates from two thousand to twenty thousand .

In the éarl d-y:udmnmmpmphmtnmlnfm the
present Lime mosi are manned mwﬂ ouk as
mﬂmmmh:ﬂdiﬂnnmwh;lhlw the Base was responsible
rurtmndlmnanddinnbumnllmﬁdumduwlhﬂmthtlm
tion of the Displaced Persons programme.

An important part of my duty while al Granville was to close that
Base and turn it over to a Liquidating Officer, On 9th the staff
and transients lelt by train for their new home Haaren, Holland.
Ihﬁm hehlnd!nrubrielpuﬂodmmhhihbmdm

B5S,

1 think muumkmwllmlaahmllhumll!mmﬂtuﬂhm
Haaren — it mnumﬁnmmumummm
;putldmmpquummmmummnﬂmﬁndw

mnboumwnuj:wglmmmm”rmumwm.m
time™ anivadihuh:luntuppududlhsmnpﬂllvmhdthemmd
ran along to the Mess House, armed with the same type of cutlery and kit
that the seldier of the World had been using for the previous six years.
Two meals a day were served — (K rations accounted for the third. In &
sense |t was like a large scale pienic, but not so relaxing.

Many of the windows wers without panes and there were no
lights ; 50 our UNRRA people had their own curfew by virtue of this fact.
In spite ol these points and others, these grand folk arrived in Holland in
excellent spirits, They had come to Europe to do a job of work ; they had
been warned aboul the hardships ; — they were experiencing them for the
first time. They stood up lo the test like true troopers.

Germans made use of it as a prison for Dutch political prisoners. Adter the
liberation of Holland it was occupled for a briel period by Canadian
troops. At least a third of the windows were destroyed by hombing ;
plumbing facilities, kitchen equipment, doors, [loors, in fact almost all
sections of the building showed ¢ scars of enemy occupation.

The rooms that for so many years had housed e devout Fathers
nlth.uSumimr?humwlmmmmnuhsmmdl:uwhurddmn
mmlobeuprMnuu{}nu-rmdhuemhhrHMnmmtdr
man had, indnpernﬂnnmdhnﬂlnﬂl.madﬁhruwﬂhmvﬂu

gmwmmhhleddjmu-[nmnmthmwulmm

people so completely ummmmmmwm
a few days ago 7' — her fwﬁangmunmﬂ—.,.llumiﬂhm
this Seminary that the mﬂhﬂr.mvlmmm'llu



population is approximatel
Granville it was closer o one thousand,

Frankly we are enjoying Holland. The weather leaves a little to
be desired at times, but September and October were all that anyone could
ask for. The country side presented a riot of beauly in ils Autum colours
— colours that you and | know and love in our own country.

We have met many local residents. Some of them were prisoners
of the Germans ; some had once been confined in this building ; others had
friends whe were tortured or had lost thelr lives here.

One charming young Dutch lady visited me in r. She sat
actoss my desk and told me, not without emotion, that lasl time she
had been in that office, (my office), it was to talk to a German Comman-
ding Officer whan:hepluﬁe&inrthuuhnlhumphuw-huml
prisoner in the building. It wes a fruitless visit — he was shot shortly
alierwards, More than one Dutchman has called seeking permission to
visit this room or that room where he had spent dreary months as a
prisoner,

‘As nearly as | can observe the Dulch people on the whaole were
mﬂmmm?wmmmmeﬂﬂmhﬂmm
country in which 1 have I have been given (o understand that there
were approximately one hundred and forty thousand Jews in Holland at
the beginning of the German occupation — loday there are twenty three
thousand 1! :

mrupumnhuuudq,ndwnrhdwﬂhmphwhum
pshumrlnll-ﬂthr‘sn.alch.ywmlnmhnw any doubt as to the studied
and diabolical cruelties enforced and practiced. Mllﬂlﬂ my own stafi
have priscners, young extraordinary Polish woman escaped
from prison and weni on a mission for her own country rlgﬂhl.utbavm
heart of the Reich. She completed her mission, returned to the prison
entered her cell without having been missed by the German guard — she
had taken the precaution of placing a Typhus sign on her door before she
made her escape | Later, under the process of interrogation, whén she
refused to reveal certain information she was beaten to insensibility.
Shortly afterwards she escaped for the second time and wended her way
through Italy, Spain and France and finally to England. 1 might add that
this gallant woman is terrified of a mouse.

Another member of our staff a gentleman. has just located his
young daughter, now eighteen years old. was eleven at the time that
she was separated from him and his wife, and until he came to Holland all
alforts to locate her had been futile, Such are the tragedies of Europe,

Two or three days ago another young Polish woman spoke to a
group of us here al the Seminary. She is twenty-one years of age,
beautiful, charming and extremely intelligent. She told us quietly and
dispassionately of her life as prisoner in an 5.5. Guarded Camp where only
12 per cent of the population survived out of a total of approximately
135,004, She was one of the prisoners in the final death march about which
you have read,

My work has taken me over most of Belgium, Holland, France
and Germany. Recently it was necessary to visit Luxembourg, The drive
took me through the es and Bastogne. This route in its entirety
depicts the bloody gruesomeness of warlare, There were dozens of
destroyed tanks in the space of a block ; troop carriers still lined the road
with all mnmmmmnrthubﬂmiwulﬂ:um|mmmm
highways ; twisted bits of rusty steel, demolished planes and crashed
gliders — they write the obituaries of the
sacrifice.

Luxembourg itself is a delightful city. Its loveliness is completely
hulh-unu—-mmﬂmbeluuthn fairies play in those leafy
Iumhwﬂhmiuﬂmmmimmmndldtuundmidmh
mmmmmmuurnmmg.wimtmmn I can
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der, Brigadier Montgomery, and his stall have done everything thal any
group of peaple d do to co-operatic with UNRRA. | shall remember |
them always wilh' the deepest possible alfection.
I do not know how long my present assignment will last. 1 com-
pleted the job at Granville a;ﬁqlumnd. I moved the Base to Haaren and
Lia

feel 1 have discharged the responsibility here, that of organising
its operation o a point where it is now a ly functioning unit.
Shortly alter reaching Haaren 1 was again offered an Austrian

assignment and a little later still a second offer as Chief of the Polish

Relief Services came through. 1 refused both of these. It was my feel

at the time that this job was not finished. Now | feel the need of a rest

1 hope to get it shortly, After | have it | will make my decision. It will be

one of two things ; remain in Europe to continue in the UNRRA battle

{1 assure you it is a battle), or return home. -

1 understand American papers have carried many criticisms of

L} : this Organisation — perhaps some of these crilicisms are deserved. We
must nol forget, however, that all new organisations blunder ; all new
organisations, even in the hard-headed €ommercial fields of our uwn
Conlinent, have made grave mistakes and paid heavy prices for those
mistakes, UNRRA is a new organisation, It is made up of forty-seven
Mations ; it has survivied two years. 4 have not lost my faith in the
principles for which UNRRA was constituted. If it should develop that
nothing is proved other than the fact that the varied Mationals of the
World can work and live harmoniously - together, a purpose perhaps
greater than that for which it was created will have been accomplished.

MNow I must bid you adien. Again, my apologies for such tardiness,
1 hope you had a Merry Christmas and will have a good New Year.
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