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VENMORANDUY TOR THE AMBASSADOR

By nrrangenent with “onsieur Simond of the Interna-
t fonal 1ed Cross, he invited Mr, Alexandre Cretziam
to swset ze 1t h!s home, Neswti Bey Caddesi No. 42,
at 4 p.m, today. Ve arrived separately and talked for
an hour .nd a quurter. lr, Simond was present rhrough-
out and both "r. 7retzi=m nnd I toek notes na we talked,
The utaosphere was one of informality smd frankness
with 1ittie strain, Cretziom op pere to be in his
1ate Torties, rather handasome, rersonshle, symmathetie
end very intelligent.

@ orened ur by =aying thet he {mmedis taly rocented
'r. Simond's imvitation to meet we ad he felt thet it
was on opportun‘ty for him te glarify a situntion con=
nectad with hia ‘overnuent's rttitude townrds refugees
and to be helpful a«t this important moment in that fleld.
I outlined the ressons for my gomirg to Ankara, the back-
ground and muthority of the "-r Nefugee Toard, rtemning
from the Iresident's crder, tlut I was given suthority
to talk with representatives of belligeremt powers ~nd P
that /mbasszdor Steimhardt and I had choaen him “irst
for Lhe ressons (1) that the situsties in pomania had
grom so acute in the lsst days and (2) that 1 had heard
8o mch of him as bein: aympnthetieally inelined to *ha
ceuse of husan welfare. 1 told him of my letter from
“avila to a friend recommending me to Cretzism and he
seened pleased, stating that he had imowa Tavila in

aghinston as a friend.

1 indiented to him bmiedintely that my talk -ould
ind gerld congern iteelf axelusively with the subject
nl rofupeea and if any other interpretations were -t
uren it they w12 behis owm end ~re wilous, 1 referred
tn a aonverantion 1 had bhpd with ssistand Secratury of
itnte, Rreckinridce Tong riar *o le.ving ‘ashincton,
in which na sold e that ctrong representstions hiad been
made throush e mias to the Sumenicn ~ovarnuent on the
pubject of their trestnent of Jowish refurasa,

1 told him that our revernment's pdlloy was to find the
merng to save innogent vietisas of fThe war and that 1 wan
dolegsted to do thet corarete joby Tact we hed raceived
tolesr me in ‘e 1ast deye refleating spprehension ragar-
Ging the T:ie of thouasnds of innocents in Traneanistria,
who might Tecome furthayr viciima of the uwmnlanag *n
eir rotrest in the wake of the fmesi:in ndvance,

s retzilonu protested that the fermane m .ght rersecute
these rofucees but that it 1 = been the poliey of L.e

P Humanian
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Humsnien govern ent regently to improve the piltustion
regsrding the Jeriswh refurees and that evidence could
te ehowm that the eitustion had imrroved. To quotet

* fter nur «roy took beek Fukovina and Fesesreldie there
ree 11 Teelin: ereinst the Jews and the povermeent semt
‘em to Traveniptris where the Humanlen army was in eom=
trol. The §L,000 Jews in Ciernotitz were left there in
rhettes snd not molected, ‘hen we have pnother time

to discuss this question on & breader b eis I would like
to tell you the background of tuis Jewieh refugee prob-
lam whieh vou cannot poawmibly know. I undarstand the
purt tizt the Jews played in our econnmic 1ife, ithe
wonderful doctors, luwyere and superior types belonging
to our civilizetion, There will be s golut fom of the
Jewish community yproblem., Ii ig neot in the seul cof the
Tumenian nation to expel or persecute the Homanian Jews.

in the l-8l nenthe the conirpl in Tmnsnistriz ham
Leern chenced from & ¢ivil te a nilitary zone under
Seners] fotopemu, vhom 1 kmow well., 1 osn tell you that
IT he gmia ithe necersary instructicns to protect these
reonle bhe will gar-y them put in the wost gfficisnt amd
eymprthetie sanner. le mae sent to "rensniatris to wind
u- the si*v téion there on a sood meis, KNow that the
Aua={una are only Cifty oilee away from Tranand stris
I eznnot pusrantes »het esnh T done. The Ruasionsg sur-
rrined us by mounting an offensive in the spring vhich,
with the deep rmd, etc., »& did not expeot, e thcught
we hed =ore time to clear vy ‘he situ-tion,"

Cretzlamu sseured ne thet he sowld do the following?

(1) "het he =wuld telesrnph Zenersl  ntemescn ot
enece and thrt e conld ruemniee »e for fumenie that
an Yedily korme %111 be done to pny of the Jewish refugees.

(2) Th.t tbe gltuntion mey deterior=te tm quickly
with the funsion uwdvince but if there is time for pr.o=
ticl me.sures to b token arrengements will te made te
reanve the refugee popul:ticon from "rensnistria into
the interlor,

(3} ™et he gould promise then ~nd there to =ee
thet viren and trensporicticn were expedited for the
ehildren ranging frow one to five thovsand (with «dulte)
to fonptensa to Le removed by ship when ithe lutter wag
eecured, He emrh-oeized that there would ™™ no difficulties
in *avin; there people leave,

v, Cretziamu rointed out thot hie povermment
had ne control over whet the Cermene would do or hed done.
I told him tli=t ‘mah®ngton had agthoritative detz on
extrese persecutions which had cccurred in Humenia ond
thet we fesred that the remal-ing Jewish populution weuld
be treanted as hogptages in the Yumesnian retreat, He

acaln
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again resssured me thot the Fumani ans would not parti-
cipate in sny such metivity, that he had spoken person=lly
to /ntoneseu, Viece Fresident of the Counell, who alleges
not to have kjown of the mistreatment of Jews and that inm
1942 on the baeie of reporte made te him by hie repre-
centatives he had taken steps to improve the situastionm
which he had ainee done imreasarally.

I referred to the impression thant had been mnde omn
cur government in "sehington by tye humanitarian a!titude
of the Hungariun government as concretely demonstrated
in i'e helpful mots towardes the Jewish refugees who had
come from Toland, Czechoslovekia and from within Bangairy.
He gecmed impresped with this reference. I further
inligated the porsible -dvantaze of friendly gestures at
tis noment and that any further efforte towarde the
maltreatment and persecution of imnocents would be
hizhly eveluated in later discu=ssions by our govermment,

He left giving me renewed assurances that he womld
warnly mpport the three noints outlimed above and that
ke ould ask to see me throuzh !, Timond to read to me
the response to his telegram.

I. A, FIRSCHM:NN

LAnkara, nreh 11, 1944,

ITAH/Te
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From M ¥ Times files. Other sources you suggested had very little,

Feb.26th, 1942,

later edition

or could not loocate proper file right awny.

Digpatch from Vichy, France!

8 8 Btruma, earrying 750 Jewish refupees from
Rumanis and Bulgaria, was blown to bite in the
Black Sea, sbout 5 miles north of Bogporus,
apparent by a stray mine, an Istanbul dispatch
to Vichy News Agency sald. Search for survivors
began lmmediately.

(Actusl einking Feb.24th)

Feb.25th continuest

Feb.28th, 1942

The Struma, less than 400 tons, was flying Penama
flag, and at time of exploslon waa belng towed by
Turklsh tug. The ship sank immediately. It waa
reported here that the Turklgh vessel Chankaya
went down in the game locallty under similar cir-
cumgtances sloultanecusly.

Refugees did not lhave entry papers for Turkey or
Palegtine and had been cordered to leave Istanbul
harbor. Captaln of tHe Struma had repeatedly sald
the vessel was not seavorthy.

(It seems doubtful, from later dispatches,that a
Turkish tug was towing ship.)

Dispateh from Jerusalem.

For twelve hours yesterday, noon to midnight, the
Jewish populstlion of Palestine obgerved stoppage
of businese mctivity and traffi A uring half that
period all persons stayed indoors, ms sign of
mourning, for loes of more than 700 passengera of
5 8 Btruma.

Local papere published a statement lssued by the
Jewlsh Arency in London. Comment on politleal
implications affecting Palestire imnigration wae
pernitted news agenches. Huﬂiuiial spthorities of
of Tel Aviv lssued statement to Allied troops
explaining close of places of entertainment. It
gnld refupess wers sent back without directlions and
without a pllot and had run into A mine field.
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Ankara Feb.27th
tnﬂlw.ﬂ -
appearred Feb.28)

March 13, 1942

This datn token from
renort to State Dept.
Yot in any paper.
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Dispatch from Ankara.

Only & survivors were plecked up from
8 8 Btruma and three of those died in
Igtanbul today as result of exposure.

Bditoriel in H ¥ Times.

News of the sinking of the Struma has
stirred up 1ndi§§ut1an here as facte have
become known. e Strumag’lateat of many
vesegels on which refugees from Central
Eurcpe have attempted to reach Palestine.
It wae 50 feet long and carried 769 exiles.
It was totally unseaWorthy. For weeka it
lay in Ietanbul harbor. The Sritish would
not give permission to land in Palestine,
the Turke would not permit landing snywhere
in Turkey. The Turke probably had as Ez:d
or ns bad s case as we had when the 5t.louls
ocane within sight of ocur shores nesrly 3
years ago, was rejected in Cuba and forced
to return to Europe. The case for the
British is slmply that the PFalestine lmoig-
ration quota, if exceeded, mipht incite
Argbe to rebel.

The political situatlon 1s too complex to
be argued in a brief epace. The hunanit=
arien imsue 1s simple. The Turks compelled
this ship to put to sem, despite warning
that the ship would go to pieces. It did
put to sen, mnd out of 769 men, Women, and
children, only one survived.

{Ace. to a Btate Dept. report Trom

S8amuel W.Honsker, American Consul Ceneral
at Istanbul, this one survivor waa

David Stolisr. PFor p while he stayed in
Turkish Military Hospltal, but on April 285
when report was made to State Dept. hils
wheresbouts were unknown)

The 3 8 Struma Was a nroblem. There ls
evidenoe that in other lnstances, Nazlas
have taken digbolical plemsure in ores-
enting the British with such problems.

It may be difficult to say what the
gngwer ghould have been. But no matter
vhat polleles fell by the wayside, not
one of thope lives should have beon Imxk
endangered. Ehezexsmiitmrzcwex These
refugees wWere soldlers in the war agalnst
evil. Let us leave 1t to our enemles to
be careless of human life, = that is their
philogophy. Cur cause cannot survive
without simple, old-fashioned virtues of
mitual helpfulness and cormaeslon,
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“Summary of data on S 8 Struma.

from N ¥ Times, Joint Distribution Comm,
and library of Inetitute of Jewlish Affairs.
If this data is insufficient, I can consult
the files of the American Jewish Comm. at
386 Fourth Ave.

8 8 Btruma salled from Costanza, Rumanla,
in Dec. 1941 - exact date not known - and
arrived in Istanbul harbor Dec.l7th.
Expected to go to Palestine, but developed
motor trouble. Passengers pald exhorbltant
gsumg for passage, under impression they
would be allowed to land without vises. No
information on source of this assurance.
Ship could accomodate 100 comfortably; 1t
carried 769. Struma was 50 foot shlp, of
less than 400 tons, in unseaworthy condition.

Ordered to leave Istanbul, although captain
reported ghip unfit to sall. 8truma salled
Feb.24th, 1942 without pllot or directions,
encountered mine field and was blown up

about 5 miles north of Bosporus in Black Sea.

gﬁ; : 7 passengers with visas for Palestine had
e been permitted to land. Of 762 passengers
oty and crew, five were rescued. Two dled the

next day, two several days later.

David Soliar, only survivor, remained in
Turkish Hospltal for several weeks, then
went to Palestine. OUn dlecharge from
hospital there, he had s desperate time.
He was given insufficient funds, could not
pet Job or Join army. A pathetic letter
from him to Ynited Bumanlian Jews here
gpurred Joint Distributlon Comm. here to
notilfy representatives

i

in Tel Aviv to take
care of him. o
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from Keren Hollls

REFUGEE SHIP - 8T.LOUIS - Hamburg-America Line.

May 13th, 1939

galled from Havburg with 907 German refugees.

May 26th, 1938 arrived in Havana, Cuba, scheduled to eall back

June &5,1980

to Hamburk on lay 30th.

Pres.laredo Bru ordered ship not to land, would
not permit tying u» at dock, but demanded that
ghip gﬂ at least three miles out at ssa. Two
suloldes on board.

200 passengers had temporary landing pernlts, ad-thy
Joint Diastribution Commlittee offered to set up
funds guaranteeing that these refugees would not
become a public charge, but Pres.Bru sald that

Cuba had given refuge to more unfortunates than

any rother and could receive no more. He recelved
hundreds of telegrames urging him to reconslder,
but he refused even to see a representative of

JDC wuntil the ship had left harbor.

Return sailing of the glilp.was delarved, because
there wag grave danger that these refugecs would
have to disembark st Hamburg, snd be sent to
internment camps.

Enzdfanmexifith

Final arrangements Were nade Tor the refugees on
board the St.lLouls to be recelved in various
Suropean countries, and the ship sailed. (Mo
racord has yet been found of port to vhich they
gniled.) Countries which admitted refugees!

Belglum = 214
England - 287
France - 282
Holland - 181

(Disorepancy in figures here, as this pdds up to
064, JDC believes other refugees were ploked
up on return to Furope and added to original
passenger llst.)

The Joint Distribution Comn. set up fund of
onc=half million dollars to care for these refugees
in the countries which offerred n havern.
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Americun Fmbassy, inkara
Aprdl &, 196k,

By sppointoent made by Simond; I saw Cretelamu, Rusanian Minlster to
Turkey, at Simond's home on April Sth, L p.m,

Crateliny assertoed thet he and his povernment are not responsible for
the new situation in Mamands which has resulted {roam the rapid Ruselan ad-
vunce into fum-nis which ha wan inelined to think was o "rout®, He stated
thet conditions ware so chaotic in Rumanda that s hed not hesrd from hde own
government in alpht days but asserted armvdin that he hod tha vord of hia
lecders that "N fussanlens during the retreat will do anything agalnst the
Jews in Mumania.® e, of course, cotld not apeak for the Garmane,

Cratzlam than startsd to sapeak on the sitnation in penarcl, I inter-
rupted him and relterated asphaticallw that I have one miaslon only and that
is in connection with th- "u- Refupce Board and can discuse this subject ex-
clusively. llowaver, he continued to tolk and notloned me not to interrupt
him, Out of shaar rospect, T listansd to tin followlng but made no commants
whataover:

Croteiam insistad on eonveylng the information Lhet when "dhsl intoneacu
and Marshal Antonsscu had bean summoncd to Hitler's hwead usrtars, toay had
thought that ther would reccive the asams fa'e as Wuneary. O recelved word
from the Antonescn's thit "o naw conmitmanta war: made to “itlear and that
the Fumanian sovarnment was aaked to tako no nw meiaures,”

CR was st pulns to polnt out that thedr moverizment sl falt thel thay
could atop the Jussians ot the Ondlaster Tiver but to no avll, The Pumanian
legations in -ofla, through whieh ety the railroads must n a3, have bean
complately destroyed. Tet tho elv'l and mdlitary control s still in the
hands of the Rumanians .oad ot in thoase of the Germsns, He strongly emrhasized
that wa should underatand the differance SHatweon “ocou-artion® ond "military
cooperation® in which latter stame the Rumanians still ablie ot this writing.

CR begzed me to report to hashinpton Lhat the fuwmnians wera in & Crightful
dilesma, He stated that our Jovernment knew thet Lf L2 amerlean and 2ritish
troops had come to Pumanis and »till come to ducanis thai they would be wel-
comed by the Fumanian populstion; tha®. aven bafore they snborad the war, they
ware obligsd to pay the Germans with part of Transylvenls shlch went to jungary
and to cede to Bulparla another section of thelr sountry. "Our povernment
always hoped that the British and American troops would come to ‘umania, How
can we accopt Molotovia offer and make a pe ce with Musedz now when 1t will
mean starting & no war with Germany?"

CR stated that he hod already wired Bucharsst reg rding the 55 Turi and
that he balieves the line to Constunza 1s safe for threo weaks yet, that the
only new posaibility would be if there weare “peace movesents from Rumania®,
and that he cannot ses why the Germans do not evacuste the entire Balkans,

"Russia will ba fres", ho sald, "to occuny as much of Furope os 1t wishes
when you are fighting Japan,"

/At the
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At the end of his talk, I thank:d CR for his efforts and cooperation
through his governmant and I repeated emphatically that I could not in any
way be an instrument to any discussions other than those related to the
refugee problem,

I. A, Hirschmann

IAH/eb
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MEMCRANTOM POR THE AMBASSADOR

I have suggested to M, Simond that prior to the
rrrangement which he suggested to tnlk with von Papen
reg . rding the J»rman e conduct for the 58 TARI
that 1t might be helpful if o sinilor talk wuas arranged
b etween Monsignor Joseph Yome«lli, ‘pomstolic Nelsg te
of the Tope, »nd vom Tepen. !’ Simond has armnged
to have hie mssistant in Imanbul, . beret:a, discuss
this m:tter tolgy with the lonsignor. The 1lntter
will be requested either to come to ‘nkara if necess.ry
in the interest o” the plea or, if thet ia ~ot convenient
or posaible, ‘o permit '. “imond to ep nk in his name,.
The Yoneignor will alsc be asked to write » +arm letter om
the subject,

‘m t'ne subject of the S8 UILKA I am informed that

all the pgppsengers were debarked today. The representative
of the Jewiph Agency whe had this 1llegal movenment in
charie, t.nle]zhuned me =t the nkara T.lace last night

to Lr11 e in grest glee how nocothly everything hes gone,
He “sas amnged to le-rn that you were responsible for the

[¥ sminsion given the refugees to 1.nd in Istembul. I

vas quite definite snd erphatic ir telling him of the
gnormous reeiproeity ‘hst could be invelved in jyour
indispensahle intervention in making it pesaible Tor these
750 refugees Lo l.nd and depart without entronce feem
. an to Turkey or Talestine. I :lsc *mrmned him that we wera
informed by the Turkish GCovernment that these "{llagal
ships*® would not be —ermitted tn enter Jstanbul in the futue

In this conneetion 1}, Simond informed re this worning
that his representative in Humania indieated that the succes
of the 55 uII¥A's voysfe had stirred much enthusissm -mong
Muminian refugees and that large muibers of other similar
rrojects are ; lanned. "Ther~ is no way of storrdng them®,
he paid,"” I told him to inform Yr, ¥elb to atrongly
dimecourace refugees from embarking In this 1llegal way.

I- i"-.i 'Tiﬂdhl'ﬂ-am-

iLnkar., .tireh 31, 1944,

18 /re
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Mareh 30, 1944

MEMOHANDUM FUR THE AMB.SSADOR

I asked Mr. Simond to check with Mr, Cretzianu, the
Humunian Minister to Turkey to determino whether he hud uny
further information reluted to our previcus discussions which
would be pertinent at this time. Mr. Simond visited me this
ufternoon and reported the following:

Lretzisou stuted thut the power of the Humuniun Govern-
ment 1s stlll in their hunds. Mo change has oceurred., The
Yerman soldiers ure crossing the country in lurge gusntities
to go to the front. Hegurding the Jews, not = single cne
will be molested by our Government as long us it remsins in
power. It il a grest pity that kr. Hirschmenn did not come
here before. We can assure him now thut our Government is
doing &ll that is possible to protect the Jews, but the
conditions are very difficult. There is only one ruilroud
line running through Kumunis which the Germsns wure using
elmost coupletely. The Transnistriu Jews are being moved
cut with us much rupidity us posasible,”

Mr. Simond reported to Cretzisnu that he expected the
Turkish vessel Lo be in Comstunzu sbout April 10th but that
be would give hin a definite dute us sBcon &8s we could de-
termine it. Cretzianu stated thut he would comvey this
informuation to his Governmeot und thut they would do &1l within

their power to huve the refugees ut Constenzs st the appointed

time.
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Mr. Simond hended me the attuched letter which
Cretzisnu asked Jimond to bund to me requesting, if posaible,
thut I tuke some steps to wesist with wisas for his friend
who bas been trylng to go to Fulestins. OSimond stated that
Cretzimpu had wisited the Forelgn Minister today in behulf
of this close friend (& Jew) and that the Prime Minister
hod said that he would do what he could ubout it

Simond further usserted that Cretzianu stated that he
hed been invited by the Germuns on three cccasions soelally
apd had refused but would probably be obliged to attend one
such oceasion, Cretzlanu did not bold out much hope for
results through the proposed discussion with Voo Papen
stating that he thought Von Pupen would do his best but the
pofe conduct would be held up elaswhere.

S5imond uleo stuted thut thoe Rumunisn Uovernment was
paturelly very muck concerned as u result of the advance of
the Husslens Intc Rumanis and thut bhitler wus reasserting
bis previous stutemonts to the effect that "Tho Znglish and
the .mericuns invited the Hussiuns to go deeper into the
Balksns und into bBurope wund now they will heve them on tleir
hunds us I predicted.” apparently this line of .propugunda
is being reiterated forcefully from Germun hesdquarters us

reported by Cretzianu.

I. 4« He

il
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EECETATE

WASHINGTON
No. Februsry -3.

For Pehle f{rom Hirschmsnn

The urgency of the situstion regarding the immediste
need for ¢ ship 35 ex.l inad in previous telegrams lesdr me
to repest the previous recommendotion from thi= office
suggesting that Weshin.ton arrange to provide 2 ship of
epproximately 5,000 tona Crom the nemrest availsle point
to be diverted to thisz exclusive work. Ve :sre dealiny ~ith
the problem of sn scute shlppins shortage in Turkey and
vith inevitsble endleszs nepoti:ztions thet will bhe
necessary to locate cnd charter s ship with no assursnce
of success. The diversion of the Amerlican or Enplirh ship
vould be the ouickest and offer the most certsin guarantee
for immediaste action assuming of course that safe conduct
can be obtained. Failing this the most reslistlc possibility
is the sequisition of 8 Ewedlish ship which the Evedish
Ministry here has agreed to recommend favorably at once.

STEINHARDT




IEMORAM TN POR THE AMBASSADCR

#r, ‘odig, the 9wadish “inister, telernmed =e tolay
at 4:185 p.m,, stating thet he nad Just received a tele-
grem Trom "tockholm, which enntained infarmtion to the
effeot that amemg othar thingza the 58 BARDATANDIA which =i
en roate to Balemika at the tima wa mide sanr request Tor
a ship was now &t Salonika on rnother miasion. Thie
ship =would require the oonesent of the illles for tranafer
to other dutiss nnd the matter has bean put bafors the Bri-
tish.

leo the 88 BARDALHDA doss not have ths necess.ry
l1ife-paving aprliances and le in faet un erlinary eurgo
ship., Therefore it must be refitted Tor the pur,cane
we have in aimd, The telegram furthsr states thol Hiie
gane infarmation has heen sment ta our Tashingten suthor-
{ties and te tna Swedish 'islnter In 'nahiniton.

Thars is & doubt in ¥r. Yodig'™s mind whiether the 58
R/RE LakiDh wil' be available bui he feals coridont that

encther ship will be offered. In fact that wa "8
interpratation of the rerly.

I neked ¥r, Nodlg If I could see him Lomorrow morm=
img nnd have an sprodintment wi‘h “im ot 21:°0 a,=, ¥
purpood ls Lo ask -uleshd b ow the actucl f2legrr o r=ad nnd te
suggenst a reply by Lim to “toekholm urging tlmt ancther
ghip be deaiznuted forthwith ond te tell H'm that we
intend to 4o the phme through ehin;ton, ULrlesn I hear
fro:z vou to the sontrary I will follow this rnrocedure and
rapert to vou aftar seeing irs lodlg totorrow.

Arkara, areh 7, 1944,

1iH /re




knewm of your concrete and astive interest in
I thought he should report to you when he cane to Ankars

He told me that some of these refugees [rom Puris were dus in
Istanbul the following morning, and I asked to see them. Accord-
ingly the next day he brought into the office of the Consulele Uoonarsl
two women arvl one man, who were in a ruther desperate e nditl... ia
1 bagan to ruestisn them they rerfarred to a number of children who
wars waiting downstairs. 1 asked Lo nave them sent up, wnd was

to ses & large collection enter from several doors in a
fairly endless stream. They were & pretty sad locking lot.

¥r. dlrge snd 1 quostioned the adults and I plesned [rom Lheem
the following: that there were 10,700 Turkish Jews In france; Lhat
of thess, 7.7 wers beins emitted ontry into Torkey by the Turiish
Governeant Tollowing the publiestivn I the recunt edlet (etbached )y
that the other 10,030 were doslined Jor lulend, of which sose several
thousand were already =n route. They contended that there wao 1ibile
or no chance for these ten thousand exoept by Interventlon of the
Turldsh Covernment, wnich hed ruled them cut as Turkish citizenc vn a
teshnical ground connected with Lhelr papers. It mcecs tiat large
mupbers hid f:lled to recuest to have bhelr papers veririel at certain
spacitied intervals woich, aecording to the interjpretatli n cf Lie
Turklsh suthorities, invalldated thelr -esgporta ond tledr citizeasndp
rignts. 1 do not think it requires such divinatiim to detersine Lhe
sincaritr or the Turkish officlals in creating this devliass,

i know of y-ur c.onoarn witi thlz situati=a prior to sy coalig
here, ond since; alsc thne wobtive interest you have taken 1a Ii. The
note semt by ¥r. e .m on this subject at your instigation, which Yr.
Packer showed :w, seemed t. be & statepent of Lhe cas rather bhen a
plea rfor change of action., Judging from the present sltusilon Lelw: .n
England end Turkey 1 doubt whether British intarventi.: s uld curry
ough welzht st tle coment. You of course would know best about this.

The pli Mt of thase Turkish Jews in rrange 1 think properly
belongs within the aphere of tie "ar keluges Boord's allorts In Lhls
arsa and I have Pafsrrad to this mattar briefly in my full report
along the lines outiined above. I hnvo nlso recommended Lhal Taukiigom
make some roprasentations indipectly to the Viely Governacnt. Iy
coaplete Topott tn the Tar Mefuges Bonrd, now in peparall o, @dil be
shown to vou o ¢ourss before it s sent to Vasninglon.

Are tnore any steps you think I could take Ln cunncetlon with this
Turkish-Frenen situation?

IEA &. WISSCHUASN

IAH MR
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we wvuasuoLor Tor the grouy of 2ulgnrien children

!."-F
Enkara, 3.3.1944.

To: Mr. I.A. Hirschmann
From: Mr. Ch. Barlas

With reference to our #'dsye! conversation, T em sending you the
minutes of my conversations with Mr. Kemal Aziz (Director General
of the Consulmr Department of the Turkish Foreign Office, Ankara),
and with Mr. Mabi (British Embassy). for your informstionm.

T sm glving you the flgures regarding the immigration into Palestine
for the period of Januery-February 1944, which may be summarized as

followe :-
Januery February Totel

a’ vig latanbul: from Bulgaria 32 55 87
Hungary (F 78 151

Fumanis -1 12 12

105 145 250

b/ vie lzmir: from Greece 13 Th a7

T shell be glad 1f will pess this to the Ambaseador, who, in our
conversation, -ﬁl_ll {nterested in the particulars about the

trend of {mmigration in the period in question. )

..... g

_ Ui
(50)

P.B. Ihave just received « ueble from Mr, Brod, vhom I spyointed

as conductor for the group of ‘Bulgarien
chlildren, =nd
awalting the transport in Edirme. (Turkish frurnti-r}: el

Mr. Brod informe me
(saturday), in sddition a:::: &“iﬁﬁ-ﬁfrﬁ.ﬂ ;'ungu-ym-mm
arrive by the same train. Thusthe number of immi grants u'“‘t:;n
;gﬁ to-morrow 1s about 110, end they will lesve for Pa_‘lu:r#
ay or Tuesday. =
For your information, please,



ACELE
ELIASH
ANKARA FALAS ANKARA

580 BEYOGLU 5316 26 ©22/2/44 1440

1516 JUST RECEIVED NE'WS FROM BUDAPEST THAT M.TTER
ARRANGED NEXT DNFARTURES 21/2 23/2 and 25/2 ST®
PLEASE INFOR! HIRSH!AN ATCORDINGLY REG.RDS

BARLAS .~



SECITATE
WASHINCGTON

For Pehle from Hirschmann

Reference to your telegram of February 6.

We are checking your roference to stutement aupposedly
given by bigh govermment official in Turkey to dssociated
Fress on February 13. The attitude of Turkish Govermment
on refugee problem is contained in my telegrum No. 282
of Februury 18. In the last 3 yeurs Turkish Government
bhas permitted epproximutely 7,000 refugees to pass through
Turkey to Falestine. The transit through Turkey far 5,000
children in groups of 75 every ten days from Balken countries
to Fulestine was authorized by Turkish cfficisls ten months
ago. None of these have come through due to bottlenecks
in Bulgeris and Rumenia and lack aﬁiﬁﬁn about which
I cabled you urgently list week. We ure now enguged in
bringing through Turkey the first group of 150 by rail
transport which we expect to begin within & week and then

to flow regularly every ten days provided no new difficulties

AT aa
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The attitude of Turkey in this matter hus been

cooperative in & limited way, The chief difficulty we

repeat hzs been the closed door in Rumanis and Bulgurisa

principally the latter. We urged you to ussert all possible

pressure on these satellites in previous telegram. In

publicising sttitude of Turkey we belleve you can say thut

disposition ia to be cooperative in limited way but they have

refused to permit the charter of uny shipping which is rot

an urgent necessity and on which negotiastions have been

discouraging. We hope to recpen them again on new infommation

from you regurding VATAN and other possibilities being ex-

plored here.

STEINHARTT



FEFROOLCTT FROM MOLDRLS AT THE fRALS G AOOSEVELY LmAART

Apkara, Jami.v 04, 1944,

WEVORANIUM FOR THE AMPASSADOR

Until a day or two ago no refugees wera leaving
the sitellite sountries, The Hungariam eouldn't go
through Pumania snd the Fumanians couldn't go through
Bulgaria. Yor ecould the Pulgariane or any refugess who
had found their way into Bulgaria en route to Turkey leanve
Bulgaria. This sudden blockad " wccurrsd on or ahout Teb-
ruary lst und but for 1t the stsan of ressued waple =omld
have been more or leass rogul.r tp tha extent of about six=
ty a week beginuing with Jenunry 1, 1944, ™ring Ostobar,
Kovember, Jecember end Joounry 400 penple o ua thEoush from
the three countriee cod ore now in Tnlestine.

The sixty a week constitute the nine familien which
are pernitted to anter Turkey from each nf tha three
satellite couniries ment{cned sbove, ™ this mestion
of the rine Tamilies thers exlats todsy some comfusion
of interpretation apd rfTorte ure heing mnda to hieve this
clarifiad with the “furkizh coneuls ir euch of t'e covm=
tries. In some instances 1t line been interpreted ae
nine people rather than aine Farllies,

I s relichbly informeed Lt the lists of =roroved
visas wiiich are to be forwvarded to tiwe Turki=h ornnuls
in the three ocmintriss have been hold :p for soverzl
months on Azizx Nomal'e desk. The Dagevber snt Jomirry
visas are still there. In accordance with the complex
and protructed routine below 1t wil?! tuke at lemt until
April before the December visno will yeault 10 anr re=
leasen, The routine ls Leing choked at nne or saversl
points, The Turks npaintain that soue nf thease lirts have
been held up om Mr, Mabie's deak. I caymmot state thim for
a fact.

The steps are as follows:?
1. Mr, ¥arlan of the Jowloh ‘gency mwkes

up his liet on e lnformation given Liim from repre—
sentatives and sthers whe harvre come from tha ooom= [ This re-

pied countries, It is necessary te have the full qui res
data, name, date, where and whem born, rresent frem 2 to
address, ote. (Exhibii A). T meeks)

2, These lists are sent to mthorities of the
Jewish Ageney in Falestine for them to obte in suarnnt-
eas of admiasion to FPalestine by the Snglish gowrm-
ment repremantatives thars.

3. The English government in Falestine after (This re-
checking sende its edited and approved list to quires 2
London suthorities for their authorization, to 3 weekn)

4, Londem officialm mend the authorized list te (This re-
the Gnglish passport offigcer at Istanbul, Tajor ires ? or
Whittall who I8 very cooperative. cweaks

KOTE: 'J-’]o‘ l.r; ﬂl‘hﬂ afforts now to shortout
thies leng prooedure by securing per=
mieslon te have t & above feur stemm
operate direetly from Mr. B clae ic
Major Whittall,




PEFROOUCED TROM HELDRASS AT T Tamiis & ROOSEVELT LRSS

§. After the passpert officer .t Istanbul se=
dures this datn he mokes up £ o clu ench week +.:ech cosa [ This

‘from Intanbul to r. Mable in the Tnglish fzibasay quires
at inkara eontaining the nimes of the nine fami- one wi
liee.

6. *shle ther pende = cte to the Turkish (This re-
inistry of Toralyn ffulrs oo taloing tho n.czes quires 3
of the nipe femi)lisr Fron the thsee putollits or 4 days
countries,

T« This 1irt then sspfea Lo mands af ‘oix

%

Kemul, head of tee Coimil-T Deparinent of the Toreimm
Office, ~hn routem It Mraigh the v ricun rncoccodsary
steps in the Turich rezimas, viz., the "idtar,
police, cther nfficicin, oin,

8. “hem all the ateps of spprovel ure chiuined (This re
in the Tarkish authrrity the 1iet 18 eventually die= quiren
patched to the Terkish asneuls .t Tuchirest, Iuda= to X wa
pest and Sofin (now TlovAivy e to bohing of Jofis,)

. In thin =rnner 170 aunes
period scinoe Septeshber 1943, rlur an =oreecant vy the
Faleatine govarment i jermit 5,770 ¢ {ldren to cous inte
Palastine provided mazna of iransportation cun be acrunged,
in groups cf 78 %to 157 -ar week Tty agraszen: with the
Turks. Eut to date not ong m~ingle group has coue. The
agreement wan pmade in Jannory 1544, Zoll Lie Turkish
and Tnglioh offiolals ugree that pumes L.d zocuzul.ted am
a botilenesak during ™omidber nd Juou.ry. ‘ae Turke
malnutein that a sonll muober of the refugees huave vanted
te macin in Istambul vioclating the ugreement to loave
after 74 hourn and that thin 18 one Justified reason for
holdinsg ek on additic:wd nenoe, . check-up has dfselosed
that there im truth in thie contentfion. I have terlked with
ligasrs, Flamfh cnd RBrrlor and they wcgree $o do everything
poesible to bresk vn any evidenee of this przotice.

hive been approeved in the
1

On the other hund, liets of niwes cullected from the
above procedure are known tc have piled up on both the
English and Turkish detks. Te phould do everything poasible
to keap this machinery moving along.

file it iz true that the Turks have ugreed to per=
mit more rofugees to pues through Turkey than hive been
availuble from the Telksn nountries 1t le also true that
those whe have been 1linted have been delzyed and ars now
being held back due to red tape and & luok of expedition of
the sstihlished routine.

1. £ Hs

1:0/rs
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TOMANEN OF GHAVRRSATE W

Ankura, Fobiuar, 20, 1944

M. RIHAL LLUUIC, swedish Minlater,
and
s dohe .Arscizann, Attaché,

Aericsn .- okosy, kocortanied by
Er. SYiJais of thw Red vross,

T vpened Lie conversatlian iy briyling regerds to M. Modlg
Fro: tie A Losssdor te Sweden in cwshington, whom I hod seen just
befors I lofl Tusidingtos. 1 toid hir thot we had con rotulnted
Lise Swedish & bassador on Lheir noble ano memorable work in
eifectuating the rescue of tho Uindsh Jews, Vr. Vodig safd Lhat
this was a minor plece of aasist.mce in wider they were rrivileged
to perliciqate. I told nim thet the recple of cur country mould
nover furpet it.

I roviewed tne new ensrplsed elforts on Lhe purl of cur
wvurTiecnb to 4o dcombidng decisive uwboul Lha resous (f the linocent,
e welally free the Leluang, and Laab on Lno L pediste preblon of
a slip we Lad Lelsgraphes our cvermeent to o mundeete yrith the
Saedian Arbasssdor 1n Cashington and to Jbookhole requesting a ship
and advice regardlng & spoeilic cna. lr. !ndip seessd frmilior in
detadl with the prokled we. ite busiground. [k informed re of the
recent scelcent bo tu Jwedis: siips, one of uhieh was the GUTITS
nos stranced 1 Seloniis, nd wnotler which had been torpedoed,

He sald he could not unoerstand how this snip, which wus sbtscked
by an woglisic boibing flane, couid .ave been cdataken since the
schedule hud not been chanped. Ioe decks were lired but he did not
krow cbout ducage Lo Ule nachinery. He roferrwd to un insurance
man who had wisited sdu bhis morning to discuss sathods of arrung-
Lng for bhie BARDALAYD & tow ton CuilIN te Junakeru in the
Cardanulles,

He sald it was jos:ible thal Ll BeROJALAND couls be re-
runted to Constanze o plee up bae G40 to 1ud0 refuges children
and Lo progeed to Istanbul. I suggested thot Lhey ndoht go direct
to haifs, widch seecad Lo seet wii: hls awpproval.

k1. ; warned Lo Lot ¢ erwe  fght be a mild outery froo the
Greeis when they learned that sore of the sham ing axclusively
devotad bo Gresk relief wes buing Jlverted Jor this purpose. o
alse panticned t ..t there were alxtoan .wedlss stlpa on tho water
s, Wost of which ware pljlo, bebwedn Cunstanza and TGraceo with
reilel materiel amd bthet 2]l covemants of Lhcse sidps wera scheduled
fur in savenee ¢ Stoceoolm, which wea Lhe ody plice wers Liose
povements could be changed.

kr. Modig
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ur. Youlg weated to pike certalia thers waidd be refu;ees
read: at Lthue port of Jonslinca o) titat eopsent #ould be ubtained
fros. one Cermans, bidtisn, Russlins and Turks for safe conauce,
Nr. jymonde assured hin thut thal zo:ld e Zone and 1 quarsntaad
that L would be reaponsibia for anelng that the refugees “iere it
the port at Lhe jroper tlre.

He spoke of his ;revious dlscissions with Mr. Larlas and vhile
Lnputing no untoward motives to him he said he fell that he was not,
always coupletely sound in the rethods he rroposed; that hias last
froposil 4 ell tirouh bicause he was sceling to remove sore ten
thousand people throug the Jivarsion of such a boat as the
DROTTI (Giak. I told ¥Mr. Yedig Uit our immediste concern was with
800 to 1000 children and that we offered no such rroposal &s
suvang =11 or none; that we were intent upon salvaging this
limited nusber now as a first atep and sscuring a boat from the
Swedes forthvith., T sy zsted thit he cable at once to stockholm
reccrsancing the diversion of 2 toat to Constanes tor this purpose
and zaking (or ~dvice re_arding tre cpecific boat. I also re-
ferre! to our telegrams to Washington and the representalions which
undcubtedl; would ecme fram thut end. He agreed to telegraph 1
once, takiag down facts for his telegranm.

"e parted with friendly greetings and an understanding that
we «w od eormunicate with sach othsr az soon as we received word
from either Vashington or Steekhelm,

I.4. HI:SCHMANN

IAH 1=



PEPRCCUCED TACH WOLDSGS KT THE TRARGI & ROOSEVELY LISRARY

USHDRANDUY 0P CuXvIRs TION

A eern, Tebrunry 235, 1944,

"rs Ju0s Gterndale Pemnett, Eritisl ° inle er,
and

e I I Mireor: "My th{].i.
rerienn Trhoany, necoupunied by
ir. EYWOTIMS of the "ed Croms.

;fter outlining the nuspices of oy pper-tiche, !Mr.
Tenetit ir”la-ted hie .nd k'r coverment's coplele oym
pathy witr our efforts, statiog thot Lis pringip.ds in
Londen had sent him severnl urgent telegr as requeniing
{yfors tion why —more refugees could n.t beo roalensed from
the “atellite=nazl yoke., [e stated that the crmax 7 Llhe
metter =ap ir the Poitlerenk 4n Tl o rin and ‘h.t the
1etup for rescving even t'e 1imited mucter rarst ted
taroogh Turkiah viss allcotnents -z not asterlilizing
dus to that. He Telt thet thnt was the nusber ome rroblem
gnd that it p2euld te ronnidered Pron thatl s217e fimt
nod Yorenaptd

t toig reint v, Symonds oaled ahy that liaited
ntraan <98 7t g 1o throngk "ae te a 11p eacewnesa nlong
the 1ins ir *he =wtina, "7, Yepaeit cclled fn & f. yom
wioa goeti=ned the repnerel sontoation thit the iroutle
wos vith un unloaked Jeor Tras tha putclde rothsr thun
inside. ! contimued to rrasa the point rhout the rloTnesa
af - meqimewy wity *a 1141%ed 21lo=Fle mubore =nd
if sha ‘iniplar and M. ey rera o oars of tnis. They
paid thay <mre nal althow 'ﬁ e, bnennds contanded vt h
wad urcad some axpalition i the 1 te= of seveml conarete
{natanoss withoul a raplY. "7 He l1alt the rosa
te inventip-ite thesa n-tiewn ond 'I'Il,‘ﬂ rol mom h'm there
atThier,®

“n the oonree of ‘ha dismaenlon M, Tonnett  2led

e quitte pointedly 1f 1 ~as asrtain thet mplieh ~isus would
ta nvall ble “or thaea ra™ucees to enter Talestine even if
¢ wora sble Lo specure 2 abip Trom the “weden or otherwise.
1 told "im thet ¥ tent infore tion indie: ted thit there were
pti?] even under the “hite Taper approxi=m tely 75,0UC0 viane
pvailstle, Ye rospectfully muggemstsd that lack into that
—nttar ne he was not tor confident that vipue would be
svnilable, if we releassd 800 to 1,00C children now S
more loater. e aald he 72 rot recantly sdvised om iie
watter hit had reason to believe that 1t wae worthy of
further !nvestigati-n,

I. “a HIASCHUANN.

# ur, Symonds calied e later in the duy stioting
that he wis pusninz to hrank ‘he hatilanssl in hia afflaa



: -.'\I-.'-'J

i g i-'ﬂ-. I

o B P o Il TR

orientne B tions were miss & in Radig Bulletin ¥o. 74} Pt e )

QONGRESS. ify, 157 s=: s atarfe oo iR Sy S RN - g A MO TR s 2

|, ~Hovge adopted by volce vote yesterdar Bi13 ‘whlakiripaves .
“fedesral’ smnlovees from "the double Jeopardy® of rultivwle *fHcome -

taxes in'states to which many have hecome sublest thwough rengwal -2

from tLelr heme comnonweslth to District of Columbla or other states, e

As alnoted, leglelation provides that federal employees shall pay

state inceme Taxes accordine to thelr place of domicile and only in- i

that state, : g

i
LISCELLANZCOUS PRESS. ) =+
Che undred fAifty. years aro yesterdav, March £7, 1794, Presi-
dent Ceeorge Tasbington apnroved Cnnerecsional lawislation whish gave
United 3tetes Navy 1ts first slivs, guns and persnnnel under newx Con-
stitntlon of Unlted States. Flrst fleet was to aonsist of six shipa
and 2,024 zea ¥avy Devarinent snnounced, ™bd of the aliina cons<ruct—
ed uader tha 1794 authrrization are still part of ths Uniced States
Mavv-- the Y33 Constitution and the U33 Conetellation,

3

Wha aanroved. transfar of 3 American: vessels in Merwegian and . 1:;
Belrian rovernients-in-axile-- libertv ghip rnd tenker to Yorway

and likerty shin %o Aalrium, e

. i G
Henry [ Kalser announced in Mew York that twn of “1s engineers
fzad ratnrned frea Venszuela with 3-velnt program out i‘nr#g,z:q.:.-ghf;.". o i
 Fresldent lledina angarita and Dr Manuel Sllvera, Venezuelan ministers
of publie works, for early industrilallzation of that South American af
~pa-ublic. Fropram %o be studled by 150 Kalser engineers:nere for .4 sl
latzr resubsission to. President Medina, includes tranupornation; « i
‘ devalronent of kKyvdroalectrie power and gas in interliar,-and develop- -8
fent ~f minaral dunnnsitﬁ. - ) g3k

German subnarins ;Lu sunk, atsrn first, in Fediterrsnean re—-
“eantlv, after.a ceaselass pounding by punfire and dapth chargss: from: o
tmo Unlfed Swates destroyers, lavy Depertment announced, Saveral alr—.
eralt teel part In fhe searca for the U-boat, with 3 Unitad States . =indd
- dsatrovers, Wb daetrustlon was adcomplished hy twn nf the deatroy—
ars 1a the darkness of-sariv—mrebt——0 } J

i Tar refugeo .board confirmed news dlsnatoh from Stockhnlnm 4
datad Parch 75 that Sweden has turned down dnarican govarmment’s re-

guis% to evacvate Jewlgh refuress fror Rumania snd Alack Sea norts to

Pales%ine because ef lack of shinping facilitles. Soard revealed that
t. Ele Smadish minlater has assured them that his sovernment mas_anxious
" %o dn everything prssible %o aid the efforts of the board. . °

T e e ¥ | A T “'
STATE DEPARTI SHT, - = X
A%t Sveretary's press cenfarence thls meornine a correspondent

,called atteation %o an article in Hew York Times from London which i
statad that the Londen oilflce tock no execentlon tn Secretary Hull's -
siatedent vesterday but that there had been reneated instances of gb—'
Jeeiions frem Washinston %o stories by Amerlcan correspondents. about
dinlemitle develonments which had been passed in regular routine
throush the Arltish censorship, Commenting on thias Secretary Hull
gald: "Tie sta*easnt I gave you yesterday 1o entirely accurste. Wa
have aever pocusstied the Sritlsh for any kind of censorsnlp whatso-
eyer exoens on freunds of milltary securlty or for the safety of high
offlelales wille travelline. There seems to be a donfuslon betwaen tha
ezngerablio of naws in the poszeslon of the press and the avoldance of
premature dlzelpsures to the press of confldentlal information., The
dlpelrnure o0 onalidentlal Information is a matter between the gov- ]
raacata econducting negotliations, ete., and upon which thera la ususl- .«
lv era-ultaticn Before publieation, We rurselvesn never thlnk of pub-
lishine semsthing in that connectlon without first confer=ing with

A T

3k

the rthur rovernment and having an agresment. That 18 a matter Tor de-
olalnan of the zoverncents and not a matter of esnanrship. Where thers
i recurted In the past premature dlsclosure to the press by un- ]
antlbpolzgad pfilelals, usuilly anenymous,.on. elther ﬂ:rt nf this gov- . :
ernicnft or the Arltlsh government, each government. has; cuatmr_tf;
ealled the atteéention of the cther goverrment- to - the J.;l tingemént of
asrietent between the two governments,Any clalm that.tne State-Depar
mont Las reguested the Britisk ‘censor to suppress:politisal nhews 1is
therefore entirely ﬂ'cil-}n" e TVVY- ;‘-f i R e

# B -
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MEPRCOUCED FRCA WOLDMGE A THE FRAMGM 5 ACOSEVELY LANRLRT

B In nn nf*nrt ta 1nd1 te’ euinr-.,_
o ‘in differsnt parts of .the cruntry, the newsnezeri selocted will
4ifkbe’ varied from-time to time. Mo effort has been hade to selact edi-
"”“'turiils nr to pilve elther favorable or unfavorable emphasia.
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: HEW YCAK TIKES. March 30.
| b l. In these days of rlsing tenslon, when the supreme step
.4 of the western war 1s about to be taken, there 1is Bomnthlng almoat

~too all... to be real in that stage erie ln the(f~ded out. b reThis
5 1s actually the war lord's 'headoguarters.' ¥ie retreat is too much
“Eelike the ogre of a monstrous fairy tale to be a figure in real 1ife.
=ut the fla ».» polnt of arar:rth:l.nn we endure today is that he is
eéal. There he sits on the top of Eurcpe, in a streng box ln the
sart. 'of his strong-hold , not a symbol at all but a fact, and &
ot which pgives meaning and purpose to the mighty firurs which
111" sorn ha launched. It 1a 1liternlly as ... a misslon to deliveri s
icontinent ftom a man whe puts himsslf on a mountain too, above the (i
yrld, above humanity, above-the lavs and codes and rifhts which rasy
ake peace posslble either withln natlons or batween nations, In
his tense moment before the grand assault on his strongholds, 1t 18
81l to- place this symbol of the evll we firht agalnst the danwers
iaéhallave to destroy it. L

i "The 1ittle milltary cliocus which now dominates Armentina -
L ‘han bﬂﬂ1 long on-action but short on words. General Luls C Perlinger
wminister of the interlor, undertook to supply this doflcit in a talk
*gint»ndad for ... on Tuesday. He sald, as B8 remarks were parachrased
jese br this newsoaper, that 'all the prhssnt belligerents would
Tlepen unite to Tight quaaia because the 'niddle classas of tho United
S*Huaﬁ and Great Britaln are now... at the Soviet ...' He ndded that
.'-1tﬁe =ar mas not being Cfought for freedon and that whn... the werld
-:Pnnd, of erurse, .try to dominate Argantina,'! He let it be inferred
that the Unlted States wruld try to do this and that he didn't care
"for us. He sald that 'Argsntina must remaln ermplately aleof frem
‘the confliet.! Hhat this bolils dovn to 1s: As much profit as can be
.had out of trade with Britaln and ours<lves ...%
: 5. "The 50 thrusandth llould corled ongine has eceme ... the
ﬁ3~totql nroduction sent to war by this division of Caneral Ioters to

Fi

1,r450 000, 000 hpranpnwur, eounting only complete anglnes. “nuntad in
f; “ﬂnur'rwﬂ Llehtnings, 7ell Alracobras, Jorth amerlcan "ustanss and
f S5 i Invaders and Curtle ... these power plants are in the firat line of

e -tanv1¢1 aralnat the Axis.®

{Duﬂ tr c¢cho and interference remalnder of edlterinln misaed, Cor.)

.
L]
-
3
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ngars, ‘mbousy Feb. 7, & v

Fon=lonfidential Feb. 8, 1Lk

¥or Irs “irsohmenn from the  nbessador,

o the adaunptien that yaun hawvs not yot regeived n
Turiklsh visa we are endesvoring to s-rance wit: th srelimn
0ffice for telegrujhlec instructions to ths T.rkl.l Logution
In C:lro for ths imoediate isauanos of wian to Fol. lesws
telsgrapc os soon i fou howvo vian, A tha dmlay of
addition:l doys in your arrival ‘wre will b- more than oow-

pensatad by the information wou will obtsin ln ‘alestlze |

surgesat you follow your tl.n to wisit cleatione firat sand then

prooved hy Lthe marlcan tronapart plane whieh lowve 2 ilra
“oirut .nd Lydda on ilurd.ys for .dens and by the !.urgy ixe
press fron ‘dans to nEsra, lenwe Intorm mo .y teisgruph of

your arrival. sindest rogerds.
wcaded bup/bap Ty
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MENORANDIN FOR MR, HIRSCHMANN

T have learnsi from the British Embassy that the man
for you to see in regard to the matter in which you are
interested is Captain MacCueen. I suggest that when you
desire to see him, you make arrangements with him by phone

to receive you,

Ruhur%iy

Ankara, Februsry 24, 1344.



ICMORANDIN PR THE AMBATSADOR.
Ankars, Usroh 6, 1544

Thon in Istsnbul last week I Lad luneh with kr. Liree and

P, Mepe ent 1 opsebloned Lhe adults and I glewnsd [rom them
the o lowing  Wab Ghoro were 10,70 Turklan Jews in mrance; et
ol thase, T wvere beln- ermitted entry Lito Tarkey by the Torkish

20000 merw deatined for Folamd. of which scoe severnl
thowcand were aloewd on Coube.  Jey conbendsl that there mas 1iLtle
of no chunte "0 L seu o Sousand sxoept by Antarventdon of the
Turklah Goveraeent; #olel lad ruied Uas oo s Turklss citizens on s
toghnlen) soun’ gonmeelec wlll bhelr pajeres Ib soscs Lot large
nuzcbers tad £iled Lo moueot Lo Leve Lalr papers veriiled at ocertaln
greciiing Iiturwals videl, seoupiing tw bhe lnterpretatln of the
Torkinh authoritics, lovailcebled Coelr jsseporits and Lhelr citizensmip
rignts. 1 do nol think it requires musch divination to deternine the
sloecrity or the Turkdel Sflclals in crsabling tils deviss,

|
:
5
|
:
_.E

brom of cour conodrs Wit thls sitesbica prior oy cssdng
hare, snd a'nee: alac Los motive {atecesk yoeu hawe taksn in 1L, The
¥r. fap on Wde subjoct ab your iosblsaticn, which Mr.
Facker nhomed so, meesgs L b e sbatesech of the cas: rathar than a
plea for change of sotion. Judging from the present sltaatics betwcen
and Purker 1 doubt wietiar British lntervention wouls carry
cagh =eisht L t0e cesaabe.  Iow ol ccurse would koow best about this.

™o plicht of Lrdee Turkish Jews in iruanoe 1 think properly
telongs w1t dn the aphars of Lim far Aologes Seard's aiforts in
ares anl I have raferred to bthle satter brielly in sy [ull report
elong the llass ubllied above. 1 have alsc recossmncss that Sasnloghon
malrr goma rapressnlotlions wedlpecily o Ww Woby dowermmsat. My
eaorlete raport %o Ve Tur Nefuges Scard, now ln peperuidon, will be
s Yo you of courss befoce It is ssal Lo Teandnglon.

Ars thara any otaps you ehilnk I eould take in coamcotion with this
Turklsh-rreson situation?



ITHORM TN POR THT AMBASSADOR

1r, Yedig, the Swedish “inister, tele ne tolay
at 4:15 p.m,, stating that he hud Jui noui:;:‘: tele=
gram from ”toekholm, which eontained information to the
efTeot that among oﬂnr things the 79 BATTAL'NDA whieh was
en route to alenika at the ti=me wo rade sur request for

a ehip wan now at Salonika on nnother misalom, This

phip would ire the consent of the Allies Tor transfer
to other duti and the matter has been wut doafors the Bri-
tiah,

1so the 53 B.UDAL HDA does not have tha necsasuTy
1ife=soring aprliances and ie in faol on ordinary onrge
mhips, Therefors it must be refitted for the purpooes
wa have in aind, The telegram Mrther states that Bide
puce {nformation hee heen asnt to our Teeshington author-
fties mnd Lo the Hwediash “loleter In "nahington.

Thers 18 2 Aoubt in ¥r, Yodig's =int shother the 885
BAHDLAKGA wil be aveilable but he Teols conlident thmt
annthrr ship will be offersd. In fpet that -—n Him

arnratatisn of the reply.

1 asked "r, Modig 4T I cerld pes lilm tomorrow morm-

ipg and have an arn~ointmzent wi*h RWimat 1110 a.m: Wy
wurpess 1o to awk 8 tohow the agtusl telegras read nnd %e
frur'.-nnt a raply by him to Ttockholm urging that ansther

iw he Asaireated forthwith and to tell him that we
1r..ur~.1. to do the sswe threugh wahington, Unless I hear
fros vou tn the eoptrery I will follow this progedurs and
ronart to vyom aftar sssing v, fedip tomorrow.

Iny Ay HIRBCRAM-FE

mitars, Savah T, 1944,

1AH/Tn
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DRAFT THLEGRAM

SECSTATE
YASHINOTON
Pabrumry 25, -
From llirschmann for Fehle.

In & oconversation today with Yodig, Swedish Minister,
ha agreed to telegrnph today te his government in Stockholm
recommending the use of a Swedieh ship to evacunte 800
te 1000 chiliren from Constanze to Istanbul, or bet ter still
to Enifa Palestine. He is reavesting Stockhclm to give him
specific informetion on the first ship whioh should be
svnilsble for this purpose, He mentioned the 58 Bardaland
12 now en route to Salonika to tow the Swedish ship Camelia
whigh was damaged ae o result of mn acoldental tombing by
the Mglish, to Janskera ir the Dardsnalles for repsir.
41l Swedish ship movements ~reo scheduled in wdvunce from
~tockholm and rerouting sust te authorized from there,
Modip gtrn*es that he will recommend as on al‘ernative the
i gt aveilable ship Plying from Canade to Greece to be
verouted to Constenza snd then to Haifa. He refers to the
pooeibility of a remction from the Greek Relief when they

learn of this momentary cheonge of schedule,
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I told lodiz that 7ashington unques tionably was
energetically taking up the mat ter of the chorter of this
ghip with the 3wedish !!iniater in Washington through
Stockholm so0 that we may synchronize our efforts, This
beiine to look like a resl possibility =nd I exgerly aw it
further inform:tion from you on thig subject, "hen the
guestion if financian compensation to the Swedes for
use of the beoat arises I am eonfident that the Joint
Distrilution Committee, PFaul Faerwald wil® be imredintely
helrnful with funds otherwise not available,

TI'lease advise.

O TRINHARDT

IAH/rs



NEUDRANTO POR THE AMBASSADOR

In an interview today with ¥r, Fhillip Jorden, which
1 underatand you approved through Mr Satterthwaite, 1
nttenpted to cover thase points: (1) that the Wur Refuges
Fourd was set up after vou had invited me to come here to
explore and help on the situatiom in whiech ~ou had bheen
aotively working and that 1 was on my way o8 & private
citizen when the Refugee Board, taking advantage of your fore=
gizht, cronted me d‘rlomitiec status under your suparvisiong
(2] that I have found in my cursory observations thnt the door
has heen locked from the inside ocut, especinl’y in Bulgaria
and thmt the Turks while rroviding a small messure of assis-
t ance have offered more transportation than there have been
refugeen coming through to transporty () that there was &
conplete gemsation of evem this small stream beginning «bout
January 1st, which has since opened u nagaing {4) that the
smhosssdor with my assistance is making energetic efforte
to help through the employment of a rhip to reacum arme
§,000 children raid to be in or near Constanzaj {5) that
the United States Joverntent's implemented poliey of ~prlving
all poesible measures to save these innoeents should be
forcefully emphenized so that the Talkan and Turkish goverm-
ments may know of its stromg efforts ond the high evaul:tion
put on the resulia.

In th= lotter conneetion !r. Jordan agreed to apaak
from Snkera in “nglish on thie pubject next S-turday. J
urged him to msk his officinle in London to mike gertoin
that this particular talk will be rebroadcast from the BRC
in London in the Humanian, Pulgarian and the Hungnrisn
languages, which ¥r. Jordan sgreed to do. He also agread
to show o copy of his atory te the /Ambassador before re-
1eusing 1t, which I insisted upom.

I3A A. TIRSCHM.NNM.

twkare, "ebruary 06, 1544,

IAH/Te
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
AnkKara, rebruary 28, 19L4.L.

LUear Ira:

There are oveing sent down to you today the
incoming telegrams from the \ar Lefugee Uoard.
I suggest « reply along the lines of the enclosed to
the last paragraph of No. 148. If it meets with your
approval, send 1t back to me at once with any changes
you deern desirable.

At the same time I suggest you also send ne a
draft telegram reporting the present status of the
negotiations for the vessel to be purchased and turned
over to the Turkish #fed Crescent., I think it is im-
portant that the Board should not be left under the
impression that because a guarantee was glven to re=-
place the VATA that the negotiations for this vessel
can be closed up within a few days. The teone of their
telegrams indicates that they think things move here
as fast as they are supposed to move in the United
States. 'hile I believe we will eventually succeed
in chartering the VATAN, I have no illusions that the
deal can be put through within a week or two.

Accordingly, I think almost dally progress reports
should be mude concerning the negotiations for the
VATAIT, or otherwise we will be receiving daily blasts,

with kind personal regurds,

Sincerely yours,

Qeercam er K mocy

Ira i. Hirscomann, Esquire,
.merican Embassy,
Istanbul,
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Iatantul, Turkey,
TPebruary 20,1044,

Toar M. Sumbassador:

Aftar toliin: with you on tho phone today I naw
rerooland and Cesjer in explering the question of Lhe
29 VATLN. They suspested that a Colonel Binns could be
pxtro wly helpful in nerotliutlona with Derlas indlrect-
1y with Eho Turkiah and otherwlse. I discussed this
with Snrlas and Informally w!thout aklng any commit-
sonts with colonel Jlnna and Jarlas s ocajer to work
Zttl tdme T Ehfml thic abould help on any negotlatlona
asz *t mooun Cesirntlc o liove sase louel third party of
uls type sartlelp lo. I understanc thet gou anked for
Anrlas to cods to Anidars Thursday morning and by that
im0 of11 have more coaiplete detalls of the planned
nopotiatlons for thoe ship to supply Lo you. I hopo I
gz not unduly hzartonad ¥ “te Etelogrom, lio. 144 ol
Tehrusry 26th, from “aslington amd your prompt dlrect
repreanntationa to the Turilsh aputhoritlos on tho snt=-
tor, =t doen look like o concroto nanalbllity that la

vedmnin~ ts oryatnllize. T chall mee tho N0 L bomOrrow.
1 am “paln: o mssoranche: concerning Lhe =& DETIA

—

I 1L
o and oflorb: ctod with the expodition of the
poitine in seeurin, vises Cron the Turilsh suthoritles
far patl paceape Lhrough Tudkey by refupgeesn. Thto had
boen Cloknbed =rtor So oy leavins on Maturday. “hile 1t
peguizos no ocklon S Lhe oaent T Mhaurhs you pliould
have 1t oz g wtisr of Infop ostlon and var Uy complaotlon
ol & rocar: So date on this aspeet 3l tho nituatlon.
i rty-one rofumees caome bhuewapgh by rall yeastorcay wund
thlrty=-two Lhle (onins,. I have seen noma o tham and
iy infarmilon Ir wbhsorblng.

- ruel T nu ceining valuablo [lrst-haond inforimllon
are which 111 help furthor oxdedlte our “ori: an. ive o
pugentinl sntorlal Dor uy roport

-
1t thonia for ull your kindness and courtesles,

Corilally youra,

Tho Tanoridao
Taurence . "ioinhardt,
fuanplcan Lmbansador,

Arn .
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Pebruary 29,1944,

Dear Mr, Ambassador:

I recelved thls morning your letter of February
28th, telegram 148, and & page and a half of telegram
146, tho last para raph of which refers to the sug-
restlon of setting up camps 1ln Turkey,

I assume that 1t was your Intentlon that telegram
146 will not be answered until we have seen and had time
to difeat the complete contents of it, Judging from
that part of what T have seen 't contains some of the
complately unreallstic approaches upon which they will
have to be eclearly adjucted,

Enclosed !5 n suggestlon (Exhibit B) regarding the
draft which you rent me in reply to 148. Agaln, I am
of the opinlon that Uashington In its remoteness expects
us to cut throurh such obatacles as "poworful commercial
interests", I think you and T sre in agreement about
methods to asclisnt them and us In arriving at a point of
proper orientation,

Barlas has been discussing “he matbter of the method
and the best approach for further negotistiona rererding
the 35 VATAN. I had put him in touch with Colonel 3inns,. "
Jarlas w!ll rocport to you in detsll about this., I am of
the oplnion thet the mechanles of these nepotlutions will
not be diffisult and thet they tale a secondary place at
Lthia stare.

I am advised here by alleged experts that 1t would be
unwise for "arlas to carry on any Murther zpecific nepo-
tlatlons withh the owner of the 9% VATAY untll the Turkish
dovernment offlclals declde in prineciple that they will
permit the charter of a ship, Thls refers to the 57 VATAN,
the 58 NUCAT, which Barlas hed been exploring with the of-
flelals of tihe lied Crescent or any other Turklizh nhip, I

am
The Honorable
Laurence /. Stelnhardt,
Amer!ocan Ambassador,
Ankara.
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am, therefore, for the moment not anndinﬁ a detalled
suggestion for a telegram regarding the Hed Crescent
negotiations since I leel this may be premature and
would give Vashington information which might be con=-
fusing at this point. For your full information I am
enclosing a Memorandum from my files which Darlas had
glven me on the subjJect of his explorations with the
Red Crescent. (Fxhiblt A)

Ve are told here also that 1t would be unwilase to
brin- into the sltuation the so-culled lnvolvement of
a proposed private business arrangement in advance of
the time that the Turkish Sovernment has made & deci-
sion in principle. “uch prelimdnary steps would pro-
bably make it more difficult for the Turkish Governnent
to proceed affirmatively rather than otherwlse.

In this connection I offer these only, of course,
as surrestlions rezultins from obaervatlons and talks
here with the conatant full reallzatlon before me that
your underatanding of and relatlonahips vith the Turkish
officials are such that you will certainly have auperior
and final judrement in matters of procedure wlth them,

I pather fro:m the welpght of the telegrams from
washington that they are expectin~ that we et results
quickly and, of course, this cannot be done and they
will have to be cleerly apprlsed of the reasons flor It
from dey %o day, az you sugrest, At the same time, I
belleve they expect us not to leave any ctone, blg or
small, unturned to Justlify thelir ~ivinz us everythi:
wa have asked for from there, even thoush they cenno
possibly understand the tempo or enormous dlfflculties
which surround your operatlons,

It occeursz to me that (1) in your or our dlscusslons
with the Turkish authorlities thnt they te pormitted to
of fer any vcat of thalr choosing £o long that 1t la done
prcmpfiig “T am t1ld that when they gct into the aatter
that they may have reason not to want to deslgnale the
as VATAN, but wlll prefer enother boat; (2) thet we re-
+ain as an "ace in the hole" an offer not only to replece
the deal nated ship if lost but to replace one for actual
shipplng service during the perlod of 1lts use for refugees
for which, of course, we will have to secure outhority
rrom “.ashington and the detalls of the mechanianm by which

such



REPROOUCED FROM HOLDOIGS AT THE FRANAD 0. ROOSEVELY LIBRARY

-a-

such a boat could be transferred for that purpose; (3)
that we should emphasize to the Turkish authorities
that we expect the boat to go direct from Constenza to
Haifa in order not to dlaturb any of thelr arranrements
In Istanbul, etc,

I rvm not persuaded that the matter with the Turks
caén be expedlted or helped at thls time through any fur-
thor nopotlatlions by Barlas and the Turkish official with
wvhom he had been talliing some weelks back,

£ T may sugrest it, I do not think we should tele~
graph anything to Vashington at this time which mlpht
lcad them to Interpret our statements as 1ndlcating that
we wish to deflect our activitles from an !ntensive of=-
fort I1th the Turks to one with the Swedes, We and they
should pursue thelr efforts with the Swedes unrelenting-
ly and "ashington should know of the enormous difficul-
ties 1n deallng with the Turke on this matter. Dut I
would not wish to rive them reason to galn en impression
that ve ere Jumplng from one horse to cnother after they
have piven us the support with the Turks for which we
urcently asked. The next move on this 1z up to us as they
have thrown the ball+# back,

"1th varm personal regards,

Cordlally yours,

PeSs To contlmue the analogy, we must fully acauaint
them wlih the roasens for tha necessity of zailng yard-
Ly=-yard llne-plunges and off=-tackle plays rather than
spactacular forward passes and 60-yard runs, etc. otc.
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SECSTATE
WASHINCTON

No. February 29,

Department's 148, Pebruary 26,
Por the Viar Refugee Soard from MHirschmann,

In view ol the extresely limlted nuzber of Turkish
vessels, the Turklsh Government will not consider making
more than one vessel svellable for the movement of re-
fugees. laving recelved the authorlty to pusrantee the
replacement of the =S VATAN 1f lost, nepgotiatlions have
been resumed for the charter of this veasel, or any other
ces'rable vessel which the Turkish authorities may prefenw
to desimate, These negotlations 1llle all nepotiations
with the Turks are subject to some delay due to complex
factors among which 1ls the fact that important and poli-
tlcally poverful commesrclal laterests, threatensd with
the losa of the use of this or any other vessel to export
their vroducts, oppose the charter Lo ua which the ship=-
ownars ravor, fou will be lept Inforied of the progress
of the neyotlations whlich we are pusidny throurh as ra-
pldly es poesible under Lhe condltiona exicting here
Irrespective of the outcome of these nerotlations nn&kpri—
marlly by rcacon of the timc elexment, we urre that sfforts
should not Te relaxed for one noment to secure o Swadlsh
veszcel vlhilch at thls polnt s£till looks like the most ex-
pedltioua mcans of accelerating the movenent of refugees.

STEIMARDT
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Iatanbul, Turkey,
March 1, 1044,

My dear Mr, Ambasscdor:

I recelved froum !ir. Paclier today the com-
pletlon of tihe dralft of telegron Ho. 146 from
washin, ton, The entirc telopram Indlcates the
need, I am sure you wlll sgrec, for a most care-
rul and inforastive roply taking up cach of the
separatc polnts supgesiea and attempting to glve
a background plcture of Lhe sltuation here which
soulc possluly help -ashlngton in belng more
realistlc.
then I return to inkara I
asugrested materlal for you Ior

hope to have some
e reply.

I had lunch today with Mr. Wallker and he has
promised to be concrotely helpful In tho fulgerian
attuation which I will discuss wilh you when I re=
turn on PPriday morning.

Coepdimlly yours,

The Honoralle
Laurence h. Stelnhardt,
Amsrican Ambassador,
Ankara.



w.rch 2, 1944,

From Hirschmanmn to Fehle.

Your prompt mction to my telegrams Mos.
has been most emcouruging and gratifying. You have done a
fine 'ob and 1 a2m proud to be your representative heres.

Your telegram No. 146 of Yebruary 26th, 7 p.m. is com-
prehensive and to the point ss to the Board's prograa, but
unfortunately there is a fly in the ointment in that tele-
gram. I esrmot from this end guess whether thies paradex
emanates from you or another Depirtment. The fact is that

the telegram contains the following paragraph: "It is of
» gourse spopreciated by the Department that your own amotivi-
ties regarding this mitter may be somewhat restricted by
the terms of the Nepirtment's telegram to yomu of February
7, 7 pem., Hoe 103, and that you may have to arrange for
the prineipal initiatives to be taken by Hirschmam., In
his regard vou ahnuld of course use vonr best Judgmant,
It will te realized by you, the Department apprecintes,
tnt these negotiatione are on a level entirely differ-nt
than those rel- tive te Turkey's rele in the war, and that
the Governnent of the United Stantes is eainply addressing
to the Government of Turkey, ns to other govermments, a
humanitarian apreal, rather than a request that they taks
certain rction favorable to us «t some saerifice to them-
gelves,"”

Wow, wihen the "nr Hefugee Board was formed and com-
rosed of the Secretaories of State, Tar and Treasury, 1
wag convineed that thie wae strictly a U.S5, Government de-
partment that can spesk on behalfl of the Government and
ke demands and requests on its behalf from other Govern-
menta, thromzgh the nceredited Ambumpador, provided of
course Lhat such deminds and requests are both reasonable
and feasible. But the piregraph from your telegram No.
146 of February 25th, quoted ahove, leads me to belleve
(and it is so specific that it vannot be otherwise inter-
preted) that our efforts arc to be confined to an appeal
to the humsnitarian feelinges of the Turks. In the three
weeke that I have spent here I nuve had time to convince
myself that unless we can approach the Turkish Government
in the ssme manner emmloved to obtain coneescioms from it
pe is used for other U. 3. Government matters or in con
nection with these m:tters, our chanees of success are
leca than slight,

‘mba asador
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Actual memorandum handed
me by Aziz Kemal Payman, Director
of the Division of Consular
Affairs, in visit with him at
offiée of the Turkish Foreign
Hinistry, with Mr, BEarl Packer,
referring to the specific number
of refugee visas he aunthorized and

will continue to authorize.

March 4, 1544.
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NOPOOUCED FAGM MOLDMGS AT THE TRARQIN B AGOSEVELT LIBAARY

Ankara, Turkey
March 11, 1ghk

MEMORANTUM

FROM: REUBEY P, RESNIX
TO: IPA A, HIRSCHMAYN

EE: (1) Currency transfers to Occupied Areas
{2) Avellability of wvessels from Anglo-American Shipping Fool to IRC

Purpusnt to our recent convers ations I am submittineg this memorandum on two
mattere we have diecuss on several previous nccarione,

1) You will recall that in our conversations I indicate’ that if present cur-
rency transfer regulations were relaxed it would be poseible to bring a larger
measgure af aid and aseistance to residente and refugees in occupled areas,
These funde could be used for the general rE=nge of human needs and aleo to
aspist in the acceleration of the movement of these peonle to ports of embarca—
tion in the avent shipping is available to bring thaee pecple to zafer mreas,
If currency regulations would permit, it would mppear advisable to make sums
available to the IRC to be distributed to responeible groups and individuale
for uee in theege countries. The areas I have in mind at the moment areg

{e) Roumenla (especially for use of refugees and dnternees in Trensnistrie),
(t) Slovekia ( for use of the local porulation and for refugees coming from,
eay, Poland), (c) Bulgaria (for uee of local residente and refugees in verious
communities throughout the country).

I have discuseed this matter with Mr, gilbert Simond, representative of the
Internntional Red Croes in Ankara, He 18 willing to request the Geneva office
of the IRC whether it would be willing to distribute funde made available to

it provided that the consent of the 5. and other governments could %e secursd.
It is important to remember that in the transfer of funds to occupied areas

some benefit is 1ikely to acecrue to the ememy even if none of the funds feRl
inte enemy hands, If permission is made mvallable it would represent a departure
from present policy and practice. However, there is some indication that *his
chang= might be made or thepoliey relaxed. The preeent war situation and the
degire of our government to render a full measure of aild to victims of Nazi
perescution ere cogent reasone for exploring thie possibility.

(2) There appears to be coneldezable wisdom in Shexexsisraxttemxaf éxploring the
poseibility of securing veseels from the Anglo-American Shifping pool for use

of IRC. These ships to be run by IRC, to be manned by neutral crews, with "gafe
conduct” Emimgx to be gecured by the IRC., These versels could be used Fy e
many errands of mercy one of the most important of which would be the rescuo

and transfer of refugees from Roumenias and Transnietria.

My conversations with Mr. Simond lead me to believe that the IRC would be willAe
ing to take the necessary stepe to secure gafe conduct and to man the shipe,.

I telieve that the above indiceted itemes merit your early esnd careful attention,

AR

-
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MINUTES ON CONVERSATION
with Mr. Kemal Aziz, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
March 23, 1044,

Aoceleration of Visas.

I referred to the information recelved from Bofie to the effect
that the Turkish C-nsulate slaims to having received viams since ‘ctober
laat. Simllar oomplaints arrived Crom Buoarest with regerd to liste of
a later date.

Mr. K.i. was very indignant and emphatically refected such un
nocusstion. saying that, with the exception of = short interval of
sbout 2 weeks because »f the new regulsticne, the lists are slveys
being sent to Sofia, Budapest, eto. immedistely. The claim referred to
should be considered as absolutely without foundaticon. - Tt 18 true that
a8 e conpequence of the bombardment of Sofia, the Turkish legaticn wes
tronsferred, and for weeks, sny work wes impossible. Tt hes now been
established that visas should be sent to the C-nsulste directly, and
yesterdsy news reached the Foreign Office that nll dscuménts relating
to vlgas, have been tranaferred from the legution to the Consulate which
continues to work in Scfia.

Turklsh boat,

T thanked Mr. X.i. for his help with regard to the sgreement -7
the Turkish Covernmment to nut a boat at our disposal. This im a grest
contridbution to the humanitarisn work in favour of Jewish re”ugess.

Wr. K.i. prodused then a letter from the Eed Crescent deted
4/3 a.c. contalning my memorandum sbout the s/s Nelat. Mrs K. stated
that he wes walting for my reply in the matter.

! polnted cut that the matter may be settied perhaps by the
agreement of the Turkish Covermment to put » boat at oup dirpoeal on
the goaruntee of the imerican Fmbasey; anyhow, we shall be thonkfnl *f
the Turklieh Govermment will allow to aceept the plan of Nelst, too,
this enchbling us to rescue some 600 refugees more.

Mr. ¥... said that he will teke the metter np with the Minister.
figheme nf the 5 20" ghildren.

T urged Mr. K.i. to send the instructiong sbout the groupe to be
viseed from the scheme of 75 every 17 days, eazecinlly in view of the new
situntion ereated by the War! cecupetlion of HBungery. T proposed to
change the plen, gc as to sllow the sending off -7 3 groupe in fpeil
from Budepest only, leaving Sofis for May ».c.., and Bucsrest for Tune,

In view of the sen traneporte being arrasnged in the meantime.



Mr. £.A. agreed to the proposal, and the following sohedule of
granting vieas for groups of 75 {Toohildren plus 5 sdulta) every 19 days

was noted :=-
from Budapest 1/% 10 /% 27 /%
from Sofin 1/5 1/5 20/5
frem Fucarest 1/6 10 /6 20/6

Mr. K.5i. sgreed to send the instruotions by ceble.

T snid thet T shall be here on Mondey next, =nd hope that, hy
thet time, the instructions will heve been sent by cebhle.

(’/:‘ Qf&{’{fﬁ,}
/
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larch 25, 1944.

Reference Rumanian Hefugee LEvacuation.
We are advising authoritlies in +washingtion
that the PAOLO, an Italian wvessel which is
pow in the lMiddle East on the Seatrans Port
tervice looks like the vessel most sultable
and available now., This appears to be Tor
the american tmbassy Aankara for action for
¥r. Black and Hirschmann for AGWAR and Land
of WS4 and Fox of WSA, No, 23129, algned by
%ilson note Kalloch. HRecommend you advise
Robinson L. Homs who is cognizant of the
matter. Meanwhile we are askling Italy, kledbo,
to contact the Italians.



REPFACOUCED FROM HOLDSNGS AT

THE FTUAOLEN O RCOSEVELY LIBRARY

PARAPHRASE

23131
March 25, 1944,

eference itefugzee Program your 632 WSTA.
23121 Fox for action AGWAR WEA for Land, Embassy,
Anksra Tor Mr. Black and Mr, Hirschwann, signed
by Wilson ¥Xalloch cited NS 114,

PAOLO, the Italian vessel named in our Xkik 37
.18, which is now operating in lMiddle Last under
the Semarans Port Service locks like most available
and most logical. e contacted lMehbo Italy today
to et intouch with Italian Committee in order to
secure agreement to the charter to the Turks of
this vessel. It might also help if Gioson Graham nere
were approached by London. Many garbles in your
cable. Am I to understana that all war and marine
risks are to be assumed or be insured against by
the Turks who charter it repeat Turks? Also let
me have a repeat on the sentence in your telegram
after "lyron Black in Turkey and working out the
prozram on refugees™ stating that you believe the
ship be temporarily transferred to Turkish flag
and registry. Robinson has been informed.



Ankara, March 2%, 1944.

The "bottleneck” which had held up the refugee traffic from
Bulgaria through Turkey to Falestine in Jaowary, and which was
February, seems to exist agsain. I have
bean co the trail of this for the last week, as per my memorandum
of ¥arch 25, and have since found further disclosures on the
situation which I report herewith:

The schame of permitting 5000 children to evaguate the Balkans
and to enter Palestine has been held up pending the sailing of the
5.5. BELLA GITA. The Germans will not give safe conduct for this
boat and the Rumanian fed Cross, which appears to control the sit-
uation, #ill not permit the boat to sail. As & result of the con-
tinued deley of the debarkation of this ship the Turklish Coneul in
Bucharest was asked Lo Lransfer tie refugees from the DRILA QITL to
rodlwsy transportation in erder mot to held up the sntire movement
of these 5000. In Lhe meantime reports reached us s week sgjo that
the BELLA CITA was about to sail any day, which it never has. It is
still in the port of Constansa. Wr. Maby snd I are urging Lhe Turkish
authorities to hava these people put on tralns. But thereby hongs
the tale of another delay.

Our efforts to trace the soures of delay in the release of
the nine ferdlies per week from the three satellite countries has
finally resulted in & confession on the part of Asle Eemal Faymen
that there was no courler to Sofia fres Turkey In Varch. Theralore
the 1ista of the fcur groups of nine farilies were sent by post
"but they mere lost in Lhe post,” according to Asls Femel. ke otutes,
however, that the December and January lista had gone through without
interrupticn. ¥Ye have urged Asis Eemal to send and confirm the names
of the fazilles, urgently by eable, steting that we would be happy to
pay the cost. He refused the latter.

From the confeasicn wrung out of Aslz Kemal I aa convinced Lhat
there is eithor "bureaucratic red tape" again holding up the Ilow
of refugess or that 1t is the resalt of some instructions from above.
I am convinced that it will be necessary for us to teke a strong
position to epen up this flow of refuges rail traffic before I go.

T suggestod to Mr. Maby that he and I should wisit Asiz Kemal

or and discuss the matter with him in no mild terme. Maby and
I have insisted for the last month that we be given & list cf the
names whigh the Turkish Foreign Office has authorised for entry visas
to Turkey. To date Lhey have refused to do so, for reasons beyond
our knowledge.

Since you are plasning to see the Foreign Minister may I presume
to suggest that this subjeet also be brought to his attention? IAsis
Kenal scems Lo be a clearing house and acts with energy and efficlency
in muatters concerning this work only when he receives instructicns
from above, either positively or, I regret to indicate, negatively.

I.A. RINSCHUEAWH
IAH ¥R



March 25, 1944

MEMORANDUN

¥hile in Istanbul during the last week, I learmed
that only a handful of refugees were coming through from
Bulgaria. The claim is made that the visas from the office
of Kemal Aziz Payman have not been raaching the Turkish
representatives in Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria. By
appointment I saw Kemal Aziz today at 11:30 a.m. MNr.
Witman, the Third Secretary of the Embassy, accompanied
me. I conveyed to K. A. the information regarding the
blockade and asked him specifically if the visas were
being sent. He protested vigorously that they were being
sent in the regular order as promised in our previousa
conversation and understanding when I visited him March 4.
He drew out telegrams to demonstrate that the visas had
been sent.

I referred to the specific memorandum in his own
handwriting which listed the number of visas which were
being sent. He insisted that they had been sent and are
regularly being gsent and that the blockade mmst be in the
countries themselves. I asked if he would continue to
send the visas with all expedition and that we would take
steps to expleore the situation further to determine if
we could break the bottleneck at the source.

1AH/mgl /b2 I. A. H,



MIMORARDUM TO Til~ AMBASSADOR,

I am sending you a rough draft of a suggested telegram on the
subject of securing & Swedish ship, It may be that we are mmch
more EI reistent than tho War Refugse Board in Washington but I do
not think we should relent in our efforts, especially since the
Swadish representatives here wish to press tho matter further.

Mr. HAaten called me today, April 6th, stating that he is en-
couraged to believe that the S5 Bardalanda could be returned to
Istanbul in the latter part of April to carry refugees, but he was
concerned about the necessary reconstruction on the ship for this
purpose, I told him that I believed that that could be arranged
and that you were deeply interested in securing a Swedish ship and
that I thought you would intervene in the matter with the Turkish
authorities if it were difficult to secure materials for the re-
equipping of the boat. Platen is telegraphing Stoekholm toiay
strongly urging that the Bardalanda be detoured from its intended
voyage to Canada in the end of April to Istanbul for refugee pur-
poses,

I understand that Modig i1s in Istanbul, in the event you may
wish to call him on this. If a Swedish ship can be obtained now,

in spite of the failure of the efforts in Washington, it will be a
fine achievement in the intorest of the cause.

I. A. Hirschmann

IAH/eb



MEPROOUCED FRGM WOLRG3 T THE. IRasc B AOOSOVIELY LRART
Copy

DRAFT TELEGRAM

SECATATE
WASHIRGTON

For “ar Refugee Bosard {ros Hirschmann

n ¥r, Modig's shssnce I spoke with Buron de Pluten, Second Secrotary of the
Swadiah Legation, who #till offers hopes for the availability of a Swadish vessel
to transport refugees from Constansza to Halfs, This would be in asddition to a
Turkish ship or any others, The 55 Bardalanda, now in Istunbul, is not fittad with
squipment or 1ife saving devices for refugee conveyance, Platen will explors the
posaibilitiss of re-squipping the vessel for this purposa, It is scheduled to sail
on April 10th to arrive in Plrasus (Athons) on April 25th and ascheduled thersafter
to sail for Constanza, Platen believes that Stockhols could be induced to have
this vessel return to Istanbul and thence to Constanza to emburk refugees to Halfa,

wa have not been informed except indirectly through the Depurtient of State
radio bulletin reg rding the reply of the Swedlsh Goverreent to our request through
the Swedlah Minister here and your request through Usshington for a Smedish boat,
In spite of this, we reccomend that you urge Stockholm to glve instructions to maka
55 Bardalunda available in the latter part of April, This, of course, is not in llou

of the proposed trip of the 88 Tarl but in addition thoreto,

STEINHARDT

TAH/ 8




TRART TEIECRAL

SECITATE
MASHINGT &

For "ar Refuree Roard from llirssimunn

In Vr. Vodis's sbsence 1 sroke with Coron ds Flaten, Second Secretury ol the L
swedisn legaticn, who still ulfers hopes for toe avallebility of & Swedish vessel
to Lrunsport refupess fron Gonstanse to Huifa. Thia would be In addition to a
Turkisn ship, or any others. The 5 5. Hardnlnnda, now in Istanbul, is not ritted
with equipment or lile saving deviges lor refupoe conveyance. FPulten wi 1 explore
the possililities of re-squirping Lne vessel for this jurpose. It Lls scheduled to
snil on April 10th to arklve in Piraeus (Atrens) en April 2th and scheduled Lnere-

~

after to suil Ior constanza. Flaten balieves thut Stockholm nh-m- be inauced to

&

hove this vessel return to istunvul and thence to vonstanza to embark rai‘u*_:-u:.r
e s

MM_M.MmWMML,--Mu.m;m 00 rafugces, is

dus in Istanbul within & weak. 'Ww&bﬂﬂrtrmm can be
i.l'lﬂ.l_l_i_:_‘_lﬂ"__tm_ﬂzmm_”"" & }-#pr-reTupee~purposes. The 335 Campelia, which ia

allepged to have atruck & Carman fdne in loekl waters; iz now in Tstanbul under repals
and could alsh oe avoiloble for wer rai‘u-_-m' jurposes soretire in the latter rart of
Arril.

va have not been intormed axcept indirectl: through the Uepartment of State [
radio bulletin regerding Loe reply of the iwedish Uoverament %o cur request
through the Swedisa Pinister ners and your recuest through fashington for a Swedish

boat. In spite of tnis we recommend that you urge Stockholm to give insuructions to

. Rl
. Lover)
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MAKe GEe—ed-Lcde-biree—poals availaple in the lateer rart oi Ajrail. 1his ol
course 18 not in lieu ol vie rropused trip of thd 33 Tari but in aduivion tnereto.
-5‘ I-..';l “HI&HBT

IAH MB
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i \ DRAFT TE1EGRAY

SELITATE
bt T ey

¥or tha Tar safugee Pourd [rom Hirscheann

In V'r. lodig's absence T sroke with Darun de Flaten. 3econd Secratarr of
Jwedish Legation, who still ollers hopes for Lhe avallabllity of & Swedish vess
ta trunsrert refugpees from Constonza to Hodf, This would be in addition to a
Turkisl ship, or any others. The 55 Pardalanda, now in Jatanbul, is not [itted
with equipment or life auvin devices lor relugee cnnva:.-'nncf. Platen will
exrlore the posaibilities of resaudrrin. the vessel for this purpose. It 18
schesuled to seil on Arril 1oth to srrive 11 Mrasus (ithens) on arril 25th and
scheduled therealter to swil rer Lonstanzn. Flaten beliwves thui Stockholm
r.i.;ht._bo ipduced to have this vessel return to Istanoul and thence to Constanzs
to erbark refugees.

Alss the 230 ton Swedish ship ~oTl, wapable of earcying 500 relugeas,
is due in Istanbul within a week. Phis offers a second possibllity i1 Stockhol
can be induced Lo rervute this vessel lor relupee purposes. The 52 UDAteLIA,
whigh 18 nlleped Lo nuve SEPUSK & Lemvs saaw 10 local waters, is now in
Tstanbul unisr reralr snd euuld 13n be avsilable for sur refugee jurposed
sometire in the lutter rurt of Aril.

*ta heve not besn informed exeept {ndipectly theeuph the vejartment of Sta
radic tulletin repardiug the renly of tho Swedish Governnent to our renuast
throupn the Sweiish Minister here and rour request throuch Vashington furls

swedish boat. In spite of this we racormend that wou urge Stockholm to make

{over)
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one of theses three bouus lﬂilabi#‘?‘\ s lutter 1. s Mool Th
enurse 1s not in lieu of the rroposud trip of the 53 Tari but in addition

thereto.

STZINHARDT

IAl IS
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American Imbassy, Ankara,

April 6, 194k.
MRIORANTITM TO THE, AMBASS ADOR

Upon returning to Ankara today, Mr. Simond transsitted further
data regarding his talk with Von Papen, the German Ambassador.

After importuning him regarding the 88 Tary and the relesuse of

the Jews, V. P. is alleged to have sald, "I don't understand my
nt when it has the opportunity to releases these people and

it falls to do so, They oun be a dangerous fifth eolumn basides
evarything elsa," V. P, is even worrled about the children to be
releused askine if Simond was certain that they would be properly
taken care of in Palestine, V. P. also suld that he could not
understand why the requests for safs conduct in other instances had
not been forthcoming. He promised immediately to send a straipght
cable to Serlin to the effect that, "You must let those pecple go.
It is not a military guestion,"

V. 7. said that ho had already sent o report to his government
protesting the Gernan government's pelicy in molesting the Jews in
Hungary. "ihy kill them", he said, "It would be much wlser to put
them in camps.” Simond also reported that V., P. indicated, but not
in any words, his lack of sympathy with the Hitler government; that
he had never expected it to last so longj that as an aristocrat and
a Catholic, he could not be in aympathy with it, and that V. P. has
indicated on a number of occasions his record that he is not anti-
Semitic and that in spite of what others say, he left many good
friends in "ashington among whom were some Jews.

At the end of the conference, V. P, said to Simond, "You can
trust me—the ship will go." He mude no restrictions whatever and
did not resort to the usual ressrvation of promisming subject to his
government's authorigation., Simond had the impression that V. I'.
had heard ahout the War Refugee Board's work and that V. P. was
awars of the United States Government's profound interest in the
subject., Simond sent a cable to Geneva covering the sbove situatien,
If he does not hear from Ven Papen within a week, he will go back to
him,

Simond volunteered and was rather emphatle in hie stutement that

4f and when I return, it would he valuable to have a talk with
Von Papen and him.

I. A. Hirschmann
1AH/eb
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hperican Fmbussy, Ankara,
lpril 5. 1”;

MIMOR ANDULL T0 THr AMBASSADOR

Mr. Simond arranged an appointoent with Mr. Balabanoff, Minister
fmmmuwwmhmﬂnﬁthﬂuudmthﬂ
ensued between usg

Mr., B. stated that he had no direct word to his telegram and long
memorandum to his government resulting from our talk sevaral weeks agoj
that he had only word indirectly that they were relaxing their attitude
towards the minorities and especially the Jews; he' sald it should be
understood that he could not receive any word with Sofia almost de—
stroyed from the bombardments. He referred to a castle outside the
military zone which had been struck and destroyed and said that this
needless bombardment was only strengthening the resistance of the
Bulgarian people.

At the same time, he said that they were permitting the Jews to
leave by both ship and trainj that he himself had received a visit
from & Mr. Isasc Mitrani, a Palestinidn Jew, vho gave him a list of
200 pulgarian refugees which he, Balabanoff, had transmitted to his
government with recoamendations to releasa them.

He stated again that Christeff, one of the leadars of his govern=
ment, had expressed himself in letters to him as sympathetic with the
Jewish refugees, He took pains to attempt to Justify the outrageous
acts of his peorle in the persecution of the Jews stating that it was
dumanhhrnﬂmitrmptmtnrmntmluhmth-ﬁ-m came
in and that his country was now eornered.

't inferred that they had made the decision about Germany and that
all T asked was thut his government take the opportunity now to make
a friendly gesturas by resisting a tendency to persecute or annihilate
innocent victims' who could not help them win or lose the war.

He apologized again for not having direct word from his govern—

ment and begged me to receive guch & message when it would come any
day through Simond in Washington which I promised to do.

I. A. Hirschmann

IAH/eb



If it is possidble to obtain the 88 LAKE QHELAN to be offered te
the Turks in exchange for their agreement $o keep the TARI in rescus
oporations, we must be very garsful not to be oul-traded and they
should mo% be glibly effersd the boat withoul assurance that we are
gettiing full value, One suggested vay of handling the matter (vhich
will depend upon an sst¥imate of how the Turks will react) would bet

1., Tell the Turks that they will get the vessel only in the
svent they agree to a minimmm of twe additional voyages of the TARI,

2. In dealing with the Turke put an exaggerated wvalue on the
vesssl them indicate that they will eara the vessel by making a
certain number of trips with the TARI, the number of trips to be
dsternined by dividing the value of the vessel by the charter hire
Ahat we are now paying for the TARI, In other werds, by fixing the
walus high we might get three or more trips guarantesd. If we
simply make an cutright gift of the CHELAN, the Turks caa probably be
counted on o delay the TARI Yoyages, ete., whereas if thelr out-
right ownership depends wpon the mumber of veyages made by the TARI
they will be more aaxlous %o make these voyages prompily,

JBFbbk — L/20/W
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MEMORANDUM

For: Mr. John W, Pehle, Exeoutive Director
Viar Refugee PBoard

This refers to my convarsation of Thursday, April 13th, with
Messrs, Ackerman and Saxon in Alglers.

tir, Ackerman asked ne to report that he found himself in a
pesition where it was not possible for him to obtain information
which he consideréd sssential for the ¥War Refuges Board's
program from Dari, Italy and YugoSlavia. As he i:formed you

he appointed lr, Baxon an associate under the WAB's ausplces

and instructed him to proceed to Barl and to bring a report %o
him on the situation in that area relatl to refugees 1in
YugoSlavia, and the poseibilities of developing a program for
the evacuation of refugees from YugoBlavia. On Meonday, April 17,
I handed you a sealed envelope contalning a meperendum of &
proposed’ telegram from Messrs. Ackerman and Baxon. On Wednesday,
April 19, I ment you through your secretary two memoranda from
ﬂ;.TB.xon, ona of which had come from FPopovie, & repressntative
8] 1to. ’

ickerman and Saxon asked me to inform you that in Barl, Gaxon
hed eatablished contaot directly with the Tito organization
through the help of: (s) Joe Hartin of the Assoclated Fress,
who' "went all out" to help him. (b) Lt. Com, Young of the
088, Major Arnoldi and Ensign Pucinieh (1)

In Bari, Saxon asserted, all governments are represented
tnoluding the enmigre governmenta. The matter of thelr relations
with the Partisans is "questionsble." The sltuation in Bari 1is
"padly organized" from our point of view, as 1t 1s concerned

~1th & deep political queetion which has dominated this situstion,

Lokerman's first steps were taken with (lsneral Devers who
refarred the matter to Ceneral Caffey. Ackerman's efforts,

as I understood it, were 1in connection with uanﬂing g repressntative
of the WRE to Bari and winning the support of the U, 8§, Army in
furthering the program of the WAB, Gemmral Caffey reported to
isokerman and Saxon that the above-mentioned wubj)eet was

pressnted formally to General Jiaitland-"11gson "in Ceneral Caffey's
own way." CGeneral Caffey replied to Ackermen to the affect that
the program of refugess wWaB decldedly a secondary matter and

that General Maitland-%ilson gould not subsoribe actively to sny
participation of the Board's program st this time.

Saxon asked me to further inform you that while the word "America"
is magle in Yugoflavia, the Partisans are bewlldered at our
fallure to help them, Also, the Partisans hsd never heard of

the President's order oreating the War Refugee Board. Saxon was
under the impression that the above was the result of the
political policy of the British and what he termed the "typleal
U, 8, Army polioy." Baxen recommsnded that you obtaln from
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Secretary Stimson the agreement to have "strong instruotions”
gent to Algiers regarding the WRB's authorized program.

Saxon also requested me to inform you of the delicmoy of the entire
question of the U, B, Government's relation with Tito and his
organization; that Washington in his opinion is not aware of

the enormous potential possibilities at this time in cooperating
with the latter YugoSlavian interests.

Saxon asked me to relterate his reguest fors:

1., A direct letter to the Partisan Iuiuﬂitrlnn delegate at
Barl in which the WFB will aupply 50,000 for re=sguipment
of vesgrla in Pari and as evidence of the good faith of
the U, 9, Government and the WRB,

2. The neosssary documents to Ueneral Devers from the
Sseretary of the Treasury authorizing hin to release
#50,000 to the Tito orgenization for operations wihin
tha Inﬁnalavinn sountry. Saxecn termed this “good faith
monay,"” and recuested me %o reiterate to you his convietion
that as & resnlt of his talks with the repragentati-es
of the Tito organization thet he is satisfied that thay
ara sincere. e latter is in spite of the orinions to
the contrary expressed by Gensral ﬂnffnr, who maintalns
that the Partisans "exaggerates and lie,

3. The memorandum of Popovic which I deliver-d to you
through your seorstary requesting assistance ia to be
followed by another memorandum from Fonovic (Tito)
supplying praoctical and concrete answers to questions
sut by Saxon to Porovia,

Saxon urged that the energies of your Board be directed tovard
sending a resouresful and energetic repreasentative to Bari,

iHe peoommended Joe DuBois,) is repressntative to be invested
with suthority in order that he may act "without explanations"
and to sommit the Bosrd in reasonable proporticns. Baxon aler
ssgerted that the 088 will convey messages to the War HRefugee
Bosrd through Alglers. Baxon #lpo asked me to inform you thatl

(a) Bpain is not to be worked from Alglers.

(b) Albanie is passive and not impotent at this stage.

{c) He was confident that you could secure the nacessary
funds and materiels to recondition the YugoSlavian
ghips in the port of Bari under Lend-Leose,

(a) Thers were numbers of Partisan ghips now in Barl under
the Italisn flag.

(e) Colonel Kirkwood, who 1is head of the Displaced Persons
Sub-Commission of the ACC, would be perfeotly happy 1f
aivilians would be able to arrive in Italy and help.
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“a ghould adhere te our main line snd dlscontinus
fighting the “ussians in the Balkans as we cre today.

Halin of the Inter-Government Committee proceeded to
Rari several weeks ago and asperted that the WFB wus &
political inetrument since this 1s & presidentisl
eleotion yesar. "Why didn't they give us the powere?”

Saxon wan impresged wlth the fact that Malin and his
organization could be useful in the postwar long-term era.

Uur prestige in North Africa among the French was
dwindling rapidly and that OWI makes no efforts to
of fset the preopaganda through the French newspaners
who daily publish Ainformation regarding the lack
of delivery of supplies by the British and U, S,
(fovarnnente.

There 1p a leck of perfeet cunder between the repre-
sentatives of the British and U, 8, Governments and
the revrescentetives of the alleged Frenech Government,

Huprhy end Wilsen desl exclusively with the Royalist

Freneh who are all Algerian, and that they secure only
the colored opinions of the "old guerd.”

I, 4, Hlirechmann
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Memorandumtiv: Mr, John W, Pehle, Executive Direotor
War Fefugee Board
Treasury Building
Viashington 256, D, C,

Dr, Stephen \/ilse called me several times asking me

to speak at a public meeting. I agreed to talk in camera
to a small group off-the-record, which I did yesterday

at aoon for about thirty minutes.

when I was requested at the end of the talk to make a
recommendation to the World Jewish Congress I repeated
what I have sald to each group: "Back up John Pehle
and his brilliant War Refugee Board organization 200%.
You now have a sharp instrument. Use 1t intelligently
and helpfully."

I think I should further report to you that there were

a number of guestions with regard to the Emergenc
Committee. g replied that I felt that the World Jewlsh
Congress was vitlatihg ite energles by deflection of 1its
efforts toward an alleged competitor; that the Congress
should develop an affirmative program of 1ts own and
elther collaborate with others or assume an obliviousness
in its collaboration with the War Refugee Board.

I. A, Hirschmann
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Ankara, July 1k, 1944.

Dear Irai

A short time apo the Depurtment of State instructed
me to concert with my British colleagus in maklng a joint
aporoach to the Turkish Government along the following
lines:

"The Govermnments of the United States of
America and Great Britain appreciate the as-
sistance which has already been rendered by the
Turkish Covernment to refugess fleeing from Ger-
man-gontrolled Eurcpe as a result of persecution
on assount of race, religion or political balief.
It is believed, however, by the two Governments
that if the persecuted minority groups still re-
maining in German-controlled Europe have further
assurances that if they are able to make their
way to neutral territory, they will be received

. and their minimin material needs provided for
until such time as they ecan be moved onward to
other havens of refuge or repatriated to their
homelands, larger numbers of such people may be
rescued from inhuman oporession. It is feared
that the death toll among the persecuted minor-
ity groups will continue to increase if such
agsurances ara not forthcoming.

"In furtherance of their joint poliecy to use
every svailable measurs consistent with the suc-
cessful prosscution of the war to bring about the
rescue of victims of German oppression in imain-
ant dangsr of death, the Governments of the Unit-
ed States and Great Britain appeal to the humani-
tarianian of the Turkish Government in behalf of

the . =
Ira A, Hirschmann, Esquire,
Special Representative,
War Refugee Board, DECLASAIFED JUL 19 nie

Istanbul, Siaie Dol Lottar
AUG 1 1979
iy B H. Perks i



the persecuted persons in the hope that the Turk-
ish Government will fini it possible to adopt as
regards the reception anl temporary care of re-
fugees from German-controlled Europe a policy
even more liberal than it has pursued heretofore.

"For their part it is the desire of the Gov-
arnments of the United States and Great Britain
to assure the Turkish Covernment that they will
be glad to arrange for the provision of such ad-
ditional food and other supplies as may be re-
quired to meet the added burden on Turkish re-
sources resulting from the temporary care of re-
fugees., Funds may also be supplied if they
should be needed, It is the further desire of
+he Governments of the United States and Great
Britain to assure the Turkish Government that
they will make every affort to arrange for the
onward movement to other havens of rafugass."

I have discussad the matter with my British colleague
and we are in agreement that it would be inadvisable to make
such an approach at the present time, and we are sending
similar telegrams to Washington and London, setting forth
our position in the matter. I am enclosing a draft of the
telegram I propose sending, and I would appreciate your let-
ting me know by telephone this morning (Saturday) whether I
could add to the telegram a statement that,"Hirschmann con-
curs in the foregoing."

Sincerely yours,

R ‘\QQQ%/

Enclosure! A
Draft of telegranm.
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TRAFT
TELEGRAM
SECSTATE
WASHINGTON
¥o. , duly 35 pam.

I hawe discussed with sy British colleague the jolnt
appreach to the Turkish Government outlined in the Depart-
ment's 602, July 2, and we are of the opinion that in the

~“THE MATTLIL o=
situation now obtaining in Turkey in _ﬂ' facilitat-
ing the escape of refugees from Axis Europe, joint action
of the neture suggested would not achleve the desired pur-
pose and might in fact tend to bring about the adoption by
tha Turks of a less liberal policy than they are now pur-
sulng. My British colleajue and I believe that it would
be preferable to refrain from making a joint approach &t
the present time and instead to take advantage of the first
favorable opportunity to emphasize the readiness of the
Mperican and British Governments to assist the Turkish Gov-
arnment, whenever it may become necessary, by making avail-
able food and other supplies and funds and by arranging on-
ward movement of refugess to other havens.

We fool that the joint approach in question mipght haws

a harmful effect in view of the fact that the factor which
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has tended most to act as a restraint on Turkish coopera-
OE THE TuRILS
tion has been the Iurgh-tthrkwﬂuhimmtndhrl
mass influx of refugsss. This fear is being pradually
dinssipated, und in consequence Turkish cooperation has been
steadily increasing, The Turkish Governmont 1= now makin
a muesber of Turkish wessel: rwvailabl to Ywing refugess to
Turkey from Constanza, and when 759 refupess, the largest
Feme el

proup ever to arrive in Turkey st one tlne, SN T -
tarbul last Sunday, the Turklsh Govermment arranged & spe-
einl trein so that the refugoos could leawe Istanbul en
route to Palestine within 24 hours after their arrival,
In these circumstances my British collearue and I consider
that it would be unfortunste to take any sction which might
lead the Turks to believe that s mass influx of refugees
into Turkey was imeinent. Such actlon would only result
in friphtenins the Turks and in indueling them to ssbark
upon & more cautious poliey.

We feal that tho joint mpproach 1o not necensary at
the present time in view of Lhe fach that the two Anbausa.-

dors have on meserous sccacions saphasized Lo the highost

Turkish officials the desire of the American and British
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Goverrmenta that the Turkish Government make a greater con-
tribution to the rescua of Jews from Cerman-controlled Europe
and the readiness of ths two Governments to aseist the Turk-
iah Goverrment to the maximus sxtent poasible in connectlion
with added burdens devolving upen Turkey as a result of as-
+ sistance rendersd to refupess, Asbassador Steinhardt has
repeatedly spoken to Turklsh offlelals along these linea.
The British Ambassador tells me that, under iibimiekisss. 7
from London, he recently assured the Prime Minister in writ-
ing that the competent British authorities in Istanbul will
immediately, on application, prant Palestinian entry visos
to all Jewish refugees who may reach Turkey and expressed
the hope that in view of this formal mssurance the Turklsh
Government would authorize its repressntatives in Europe
to issue, without prior reference to Ankara, Turkish transit
visas to ary Jewish refugess who may apply for them ] =
oY the competent authorities at Turkish ports and front-
Ak b
ler posts ! permit the entry and journey to Istanbul of
Jewish refupess arriving at Turkish frontiers without Turk-

i1sh wisas,

RFX:AFH
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it would seen unsound and perhaps foolhardy To make
the long trip to Yurkey without some preparstlons which
would indicate #ven bare nossibllitiss of success in
poving refucees into Palestine. “'his 1s the only country
that oould possibly eccept them now, and the doors are
shut Tight on the bumis of the Vhite Paper declslon snd
incerprdntion, The only posslbllity 1s To sscura gonehow
wermission from the lesders of the English government in
Lendon to meet the cuota of Uw, 000 addivionasl for Pelestine
before sapril 1st. <o dote the selonisl aduln.stration in
Felegtine has been adumant and blamee the forelgn of Fice
landers.

Lt would seem To me thot Btep one DUst be To #ecure
gome propige rrom the Unelish authorities before step two
18 taken in Julecarie ond ater three ln Turkey, We can
gne the semi-nronlee of ssslgtance from Turkey as a wedge
in desling with the English, I have some sxcellent
personal entree to anthony Eden end Churchill =nd my
rroposal 18 To secure ~ernlsslon firet to go to London to
get the doors open to Pslestine and then to proceed from
tngland to Turkey to arrense to bring the people Tthrough
the doors mlready oponed,

‘he chsnees of gny concrete and practioal results
py dolng the job ln reverse geen. To me TO be remote snd
noT worthy of the time and effort. 4 belleve the other way
tpound is altopether poseible and practical. Certainly
the chanee ls worth taklng, although of ficials to date have

been inflexible on the subject of further sovements inte

Fplestine,
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Also I am sdvising you that the lastest information,
although not from an authoritative source, discloses that
of the 10,700 Jews of Turkish origin now in France, the
Turkish GCovernment is validasting 700 citizenship passports
and exit visas for Turkey. The other 10,000 are being
exvorted to Foland for what will be annihftion. Ambassador
Steinhardt cddressed strong proterts on this subject to the
Turkish Government and arranged for the English Government

to do so as per my telegram of i

we intend to make ull efforts to urge the Turkish Government

to counter their order in this latter situation. e suggest

strong interposition from vashington to the Turkish ambassador

there.
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DRAFT TELEGRAM

SECSTATE

WISLTHSTON
From Tirschmann for John Pehels, Director War Refugee Board,
T am drefually setting a pleture of some of the posslbllitles and the enormous
d1fficultise fuoing cur work. Altho the Turks express themselves as sympathetls thus
far, they have teen helpful cnly to a limited extent. This may be due to soms of Lhe
siroumstances related below, In dealing with ihe Turke, I shall rely eatirely omn
sobasscdor Steinhardt whe onjoys their full confldence. Bulgarla, through which almost
sll refugees from Europe and the Saulkans must pase in trensit to Turkey or beyond, has
tee-n for qulite some Lime past withholding transit vlsas for those coming from other partas
of Burope and Balksns, and withholls exlt permit from Jews reaiding in Sulgarla. In the
past fortnight only one Jewish family succeeded in leaving Bulgarls and reaching Istanbul.

While T hoped that we would not have to avall curselves fmmediately of the speclal
wothority to deal with the enemy I feel that you in Washington and we herewlll be
gompelled to ume thls means.

The satellite countries in Zurope namsly, Hungary, Fumanis and Bulgaris, are moat
anxious to whitewosh themselvea in the eyes of the sllisas. We must explolt thls anxiety
ut onoe. We must bring every pressurs Lo bear terough neutral agencles Or any means at
your diepomal, as well as by dilrect contact with the representatlves of the shove men-
ticoned satellites. They must be glven to underetand in no uncertain terms that unless
they bteke imnediate steps which will facilitate cur work the allies will lock upon them
as resl enemles who are fully collaborating with the Nazis in thelr work of extermination,
and that this will be held mgainat them when the war 18 over. It should be made olear
to them that no apologles or extenuatlons will be aggepted. I expect to telegraph you
more fully about the Bulgari.a dotileneck In a fev days.

1 am informed that in view of the Bulgarian impasse the Jewlsh Agency offleclslly
docling with tranaportation of Jewigh refugeesa from Jalkens has extreme difficultlisa

with land route bottlenmecked in Bulgaria. They cbtained promise of provisional charter
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for 88 VATAN 3700 tons owned by Ealkawan Fiza, Turkish shipowner who 18 willing to talke
her with Turkish crev to Constanza to bring out to letanbul 800 to 1000 refugees, meinly
children from Tranenistris whom Rumanians cre st present willing to release, but who may
at any moment be in danger of death and starvation. International Hed Croes promises to
prooure safe conduct for this ship from all belligerent powers conoerned. Turkish Govens-
ment fully ccntrols all private shipping and really faces transport difficulties of ite
own. It refusss to permit owner to entsr intc charter agreement, begauss of dangsr of
loss of ship when under safe oonduct as has coourred. T think 1t would be helpful if
you wauld call on the Turkish Asbeseador in Weshington to request of him that he cahble
his Government the determination of the U.S. Government to sarry out lte resous program
with sll energy and rescurces and that lmmedliste on the part of the Turkish Govern-
ment will be highly eveluated.

To overcoms anxlety as to possible loes of ship we strongly urge {mmedate of fer of
guarantes by United States to Turkish Government to replace ship. Will youcable us
authority to offer this speoific guarantes of ship replacemant immediately from nearest
waters, vhich please dealgnate in your reply, in order to recpen nagstisticns on this
question of ship. Have reasons to belleve that this gusrantee would afford basis for
recpening question.

As an alternative there are Swadish boats carrying food from Canada to Grescs under
the auspices of Swedish Fed Cross. The exact nusbar is unknown hers. Complete informa-

tion on this is avalleble at Stockholm, which I suggest you procure et once. These empty

Swedish ships could possibly procsed from Gresce to Constanzs and transport some refugesa.

Turkish offlclals suggest this clternative plan. We prefer first plan na 1twuld save
mioh time in & situstion which can disintegrate gquickly. Also once this ship ls ellowed
the first voyoge successfully we cen work te econtinue these trips to sove edditional
refugses.

Plenas clasc explore at onoce the possible use of other neutrzl ships from Frortugnl
or Spain. The polnt ie thet we must under all olroumstances get a ship ot once. Plense
odriao.

STEINTARDT

TAH HB
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Tn April 1964, [ wee on sudden notios (ippetehed by President
onrey-18 ta Istentmil to interview two arls who B d besn sent tiers by
ie mwan for t'e arpore N1 caikios r denl to neolen e lorFrles anc monay
for the Jedsh cltizecs L. (magArys b ragrese trtive of she ox fefupee
anrd, wit' dijlommtle stietun, { we ooewiot uslified for She lurid
zleslone teer tary of the .pemsury, |onry -oree o, Jrecss
Che tredliae Wit the ansay net sorviddl ¢ sericun cltlzens van]l with
tie snomy in wonr-time wiw atrogeted £ r oy work, & i fmd r0e tly roturned
from Arkey whePo | e D&08 8 derl 1a = ¢eller in /ulmrs, widle wo v re
Lopbl ¢ the - loeati oll fi las, witi e amanien inlpter, lexn dre
Creszleami, la wioich I hve exchen ed sromiged - zerichn vienos ‘or .im -nd
e fanily for the ogenin: al Lhe eongentration eamg 1a reasnleotole = no
axchanga of 1,000 livee forF 4. inth _romices wer kept. Thi 15,700 wer:
sxtysnyizgx releneed from the compe ©.o the  retziam fenilywe -lvon
pafa conmet to the lnlted Dtntes.

Wﬂmﬂn Fass KAT THrtRar ALTtaN Ioy ne
SIOUKE T TH RN S

Befor- lrevines nshiocton T wae inoded mn "nlde nemoire” W { ceretoyy
Af Ste-e 1l written by lord alifnx, thno ritlel .phagerdor takddns Rtron:
pxge 81 n o ooy rtediation in £ 0e * grcrolo lenl vnrfRre.” ¥ tnetruetl e
wara clenr nl ex llelt. “Keay t-lklng." Yeep the nogntimtinne goluse  of ile
yom aee telking, the Jows will be nlive, fod you »y« hound to Jles uy enae
- aformetion, Keep eabling hack everyti ing sou haves”

Arriving 1o letantal, 1 wes 1aformed thet tie sritiebhad cu_tured tla
2 wesd v les ood had thom i 4udl 1o Lairos I ‘lew buck Lo talro, mnd
demaided from Lon -'n}mm. Middles /et re;rosentative of the ipitieh Covorament
with Ceulnet rank, thot I '» yormitied %0 80 the ,risonerss {ter daye of

wronpling, amd oy poiuasl o fall for ‘ayne'c "oongrocize® & oL I be ilown %o
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especinlly the remnsnt o' r people who already had been clewed np by the
bottomlese mppetite o’ the lermans for tie blood of lanocents. /Ar tie
Jloees of t'ie barter for bood ~nd oechines gracually foll into . lace, the
etucendonsn-ses o the erime, not ngainst the dead Jewe, Wt sgalust all
civilizetion e8t111 ~live begine to Leke on e2n even more grotes e shayuc,
if poesill.
I preevme tivt history will not
be snffocrtad, aven by Corrans
_ernit outer silonce to cloee in complutely on tie ©,000,000 demd, Jhe
clemor !rom within #rowe Im-¢ and i.siste.t. Ur are we to pescefully
resigzn ourselves to i beatituues ol these d -eths?
leanot be plungesd into
evencon or &blivion)
Instead of silouce w: tumlt of mmxsyxxx emptying 1ife

aughliy " to space with no ulace for eilence,.
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ot prosent Falestino's industries are doln; well ond are of
jreat sorvice to thas Unitod MNationa, sheir post war produots
iy oqve oo expenalve, unloss new mirko¥s oan be found
wdal, vould Justify increaped produwotion at lewered coet.
And, pranted even the prsasest meagure of oollaborution on
thu pact of the allled world, Low will the Jowlalesrab
soblon selwe 1tself? 7111 there be harmony and wutual
watos, whers there ls now hogtllity and (detrust? lossower,
il quidte opnet fron any international and Anterracial lssus,
are Gherd not Jowish oattors Shat might cause conoarn? The
hoated natlonalise axhibited Ly =any o Zioniat is aasily
uhdorgtood. It may oven be oallsd for at this orucial
Junotion. Iut will it not trenagresc 1ts limitst “"han i%e
defensive purpose ls fulfilled, will it desiat froo turning
offana've? Perhnpes 15 will. It was brousht sbout by suffering
and Anjustice end may wvenlsh with ito causes. The Jows are
nalsher sggreasive by nature, nor have Shey avem bean gliven
to irrational excesses. It is true that in their homeland
thay hawve 2eveloped gualities whdoh had long been dormant.
Thedrs 1s the pride, the self-agsgurange and also the dyyeloal
toughneas of a young and very asbitlows mtlion. Put theee
nowly aoquired, or roe-discovered featurea nre Jolned cith,
and bal.nosd by others which this rags owes to ita anclant
pivilipation and to the affliotlons in whigl 1%e histery ls
so tragloally rich. Patlence, tolorange and the feur of Ood
are some such undying charesteristics. They, Af anything,
miat lave camsed the militant Leltmotiv “There aull bol® D
be supplemented by ancther whdoh lms been made the mstdonal

form of salutation, “Shelemi® the Fgeple of the Book grest




arrangemsnts nre being made to have two thousnnd
gold sovereigna for your use £1lown to the .m=rienmn
Zebasay ot Apkara from Tairo. roceptonee of the shipment
ahould = made by you as the =ar Refuges No-rd'e Specinl

*

Rerresantitive, Your ordin ry sdministrrtive r-quirenents
different

w11l he taken oars of in & / wmmner. The gold soveralzna
are not repeat not being sent for th=t purpose.
nagh myments therefrocm are not cbtainable for the purnose
of admi-lstering a polley set Torth in the Executive
Order and in carrying out your inatructions, ‘'nder
any olroumstances keep euraful record of expanditures .nd
wher~s nosasible obtaln receipts therefor.

Yo will pe responeible for expenditures from these

funds to ma slone as they are aonfidentisl funds from the

emenz enoy fund of the Fresident anl may be disbursed

without following the rrocedure usually required for I'overn-

went digbursemsente, Lf you encountgr any obatacles let me

know lamnediately.

14H/ra
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