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Faupm:

British

to.Pal/43/G 10th March 19439

With reference .to my letter No.Pal/
43/G of the 4th February, I have the %
honour to inform you that His \a jesty's
Governnent have Tnow agreed that - the
selection of tmmigrants under this echeme
need not be limited to Bulgaria, but may
be extended to other palkan countries

tneluding Hungarys

The total number of immigrante
remalneg, of cCOUree, the game.

L]

sir,
your obedlent eervant,

Y95

W, M., Pacepert contrtl orficer,
T tanhi Pul ]

“h. EBarlas, Eeqes
rera Falace Hotel,
Tstanbu].-
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hirschmanng

In your letter of resignation to the Board, you expressed
your gratefulness for being given the unique opportunity to save
lives at a time when the main precccupation of the world is that of
killing. In this observation lles the essence of your personal
approach to the difficult and heart-rending task with which the
President charged the War Refugee Board. It explains your zeal and
energy in carrying cut your duties, your determination to do what
others called impossible., It explains why at the very time of the
creation of the War Refugee Board you were in Turkey, taking time
from & busy and important business career, trying to do what you
could as a private citizen to alleviate the suffering of the wvictims
of Hitler. This convinced us that in you the Board would find the
selflessness and the will to accomplish necessary to throw cpen wide
the exit doors from the Balkens through Turkey. The Board wes for-
tunate indeed in having you as its representative. And its faith
in you has proved wall justified,

It was not long after your appointment that the welcome
news waeg first flashed in this country that once agein refugees from
the Balkans were being admitted into Turkey. At first they came in
trickles, But it was not long before you succeeded in having the
entire procedure for obteining Turklish transit visas and Palestine
certificates overhauled and streamlined. The trickle then increased
to a flow, particularly when it became known that all refugees from
the Balkens, with or without pspers, would be admitted to Turkey and
Palestine. All who arrived were transported through Turkey toc Pales-
tine in a matter of days after their arrival. Thus, the Turkish
bottleneck was broken, due largely to your untiring efforts.

You then proceeded to attack with equal imagination and
* enargy the cbstacles placed by the satellite governments in the paths
of those trying to escape from the Balkans. With the dpproval of
Ambassador Steinhardt, you employed unprecedented methods in an un-
precedented situation; when necessary, you disregarded traditionzl
procedures and made full use of your extraordinary authority to deal
with the enemy. As a direct result of your activity, thousands of
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refugees, doomed to extermination at the hands of the retreating
German armles in Transnistria, were at the last moment removed into
Rumania proper and thereby saved from the clutches of the Germans,

It was in large part due to your efforts that the Rumanian and Bul-
garian Covernments finally came to realize how seriously our Govern-
ment considered their inhuman treatment of the Jews and other minority
groups. Thus, many not fortunate encugh to escape were nonetheless
unofficlally protected inside Rumanian and Bulgarian territory; and
even prior to the Armistice Decluration, the Bulgarian Government re-
pealed its anti—Jewish laws.

It i1s with deep regret that your resignation as Special
Representative of the Var Refugee Board in Turkey has been accepted,
The contribution which you have made to our work is indeed outstanding
and should give you the deepest personal gratificatien,

Very truly yours,

J;lﬁ‘;‘l‘?a < s

Executive Director

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann,
Vice-President,
Bloomingdale's,

New York 22, N. Y.
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NEA YOR& TIMES

FEBnUARY 20, 1244

REFUGEE AILD €

gee Board, Mr. Hirschmann will be
the first and only United States
citizen in Turkey to be allowed to

AT WORK INTURKEY s i i

~—Hisechmann Cuts Red Tape
as He Maps Plans to Help
Oppressed Europeans

By JOSEPH M. LEVY
By Cable to Tus New Youx Tiuaes,
ANKARA, Turkey, Feb. 18—
From his bed to which'he was con
fined by an attack of influenza, Dr
Isaac Herzog, chief rabbi of Pal

connection with plans for the res

ident of Bloomingdale Brothers

take up his duties as official repre-

sentative of the newly formed War PO .

from the entire of
Mr. Hirschmann went to work

i M 4 S e, 0 e i

full mﬂhﬁ&‘&iﬂ:ﬁmnﬁ: States and give us their unstinted

the board's program and policy in ﬂf_&"‘kgﬂ-}ﬁfut humanitarian un-

Refugee Board,
in Ankara,

Turkey,

Dne of his main tasks will be to| waste time on red
develop the plans for the rescus mann replied that the Refugee
ansportation as well as re-|Board, headed by its dynamic di-|.

lief and maintenance of refugees, rector, John Pehele, was an instru-
No American diplomat of this war mm for immediate and

and tr

has received such ex
powers in earrying out his duties

b
as those granted to Mr. Hirsch-|yw

the
would confront him, Mr. Hirsch-
mann safd:

realizes how complex and intricate
is the task un
Refugee Board. A cursory glance
at the position makes it clear that
& full mobillzation of every re-
source at our command will be
necessary if we are to attain any
measure of success, I fully expect
to encounter great obstacles in my
work, but Posel
justify ourselves before of
estine, at present in Ankara in mmﬁ; ﬂ;fu‘:id o mbﬂt:vﬂr

tone unturned
cue of Jews from Europe, rose to ::m“tumuu a.l]nt?h:t can be saved
greet Ira A. Hirschmann, vice pres- of tt;yuu unfortunate human be.lza:;
regardless of race or creed f
Ine., who has just arrived here to with annihilation in Europe.

x
ol
mann, Under the authority vested|this work of mercy salvation to be
by the Treasury in the War Refu-|impeded by any formalities.

Asked whether he had an idea of

enormous  difficulties that

“Certainly, no one more than I
en by the

how ecould we ever

“I expect help not only from In-
anizations but
lized world. Let

To He 8 appeal not to

pe Mr. Hirsch-

action., untrammeled
?l.rtjr‘ restrictions and that (¢
d be a grievous crime to allow
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Ankara, Pebruary 21, 190,

WMwen I was in Jerusales wa talked & bit about tha roceipts
Tor the frod pércels. I was inapdred Jour atory and the fast
that you actually had worked it & method to sscurs writtan
acknovladgmants of the receipt of the Packages. You recill tihat

helpful in this whan I return and I should ba gratefud ir oy
could send Lhem on ab your first onrortunity. Pleuse do not
think that T ar rushing wou,

I wish you were able to rive pe some sncourasmecnt and the
help that only you can rrovide to what 1a simost n heartbranking
task. PFor (he fivst Lice in my 1ife T soe » peobleam tRnt depis
not with goods, entarprice, or even shatrace, 1dags, but with
human 1ifn ltzels, snd I find a1l kiads of walls snd vacuurs hin-
dering me in my efforts to slleviste the prople whe are entitled
to tholr froedor o3 Ban, wamon, ond ohdldeen helonping to the
world, the rospos Iuility or ever: hurein befnz. Mor sftep nll
oach one balungs bto the olhar. Otherlse we ore detached nop-
entities and statistical digits &s the ovil eye nr Fasclam would
gee it in L5 own opde porscective. T orking with « igor
&nd enthu-iasm on the ship. Alse or Lhn Ml parinn and Rursend s
sdtuatdin pad I liope mamehow to have aope rosulte,

Mth sarn persone] repards,
LA, THracheann

Dr. Dudel Mognea,
Prosideat, liebrew Uﬂi?ﬂ:‘#it‘_,’,
Juruselen,



NEFROOUCED PRCM MOLERAGS AT THE FRAMALS B AOOSTVELT LARARY

Anksra, February 21, 1944

Dear Mr. Agronsky:

¥hen I arrived here last Monday 1 found my diplosatic status
amalting me with rather broad powers (confidentislly) even to
making an excertion to thedr basic law perrdtiing me to desl with
the enemy, which I will only do in the last emargendy. What the
latter is I do not know. Te beem to have beon stunding on the
one yard line for scoe time.

The situstion is Lmensely difficult and complicated, whicgh
I really don't mind as 1 have faced othor rroblems that sosmed
dnaoluble, but the technic of delay and sofl scap, ete., 1w not
ones with which I'm fasilisr. Cur Achessador has beon very kind
and corpletely eywpabhetic snd will be very helpful. My only
concern now is the element of time for I au to gt bock ko Auerice
soon. I hope eventually to cutflank the situstion. In the long
run T thint I wi 1 mabe sue proiress. The probles now is to zet
4 ship #nd I have cartainly ot the hoat on shers Lhat subjoct
is counerned witt directoess and incisivenss: ,

I =njored peating you fmwensely. Your witel snd 1 wpiretion-
al approach to & reslistic subject was atdrricg. I hone to soo

¥you in Folesblne on sy wey bock. IT I have souetilng accor=
plished under ry balt T may say it will be o hapuy mecting.

In the mesrwhile lat mo lesr fros you, If yuu buave anylhling
to suzpeat, I will always bo glad Lo love 0. I wlah it wope
poszibla for you to he here.

Tith wamm persomal regurds,

Cordinily yours,

L.A. Alracivuan

Mr. G. Agronsky,
. Puiantine Post,
Jerusaler.
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Ankore, February 18, 1%

Dear Sedgewlck:

A ot of thdnes navs hapmenod since we tolked last. I am
fully instnllod here now, with the essentisal diplomatic status
and rother broad powors. These in no way minimise the obataclas,
They =ru prodigloss. Fortunctely Arbassador Tteintanit's stend-
ing here cnd hiz attitude arc so afifirmative that I pay hava a
chance to ncconplish something. I truly hove so.

Joe Lavy hoe been very helpful. Ho is a fine fellow and
sende his repgerds,

I manbt to thonk you lor the time you gave re and the sound
background retorial. "hon I vebuwrn, which will e sccowhat
deforred now, or oven befere, I may have o ripping story that
w1l he sxclting for you, Journelistioally and otheraise. Tt
may nol bo scperfiuvcus to keep in touch with me.

Ara you in touch with Mabbhews' operstion bhrough ULE H. PR,
or T,K.0.%.A7 Ha may have a buse tharefor & broadcr job in Lha -
Middle Enst. I atill cannol reconcils the statomont Yo =ade to
me thit he had Lo turn baek ¢ muber of Jewlsh rofupces 5 Tupo-
slavia due to lask of mvwpor porers. The whole morld 4s ™'l of
lacks and I gnthar that the eld rudes of the gane are being broken
here and thora to save humsn lives wiwrever possible. MArs we
atill going to ba shackled Ly fomsalilies and econventiona inotesd
of Mberated b Lhe human spleit?

Fleasge pive ry warn repards to thae two bBasub! Ml Oresl: ladise
and 1ot re henr oo ou,

Cordially yours,

1.4, Uirsehrann
Attache

Mr. KMoxandor Sedrowick,
Shaphanrdns Hotal,
Culro.
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Andmra, February 18, 1944

Dear Mr. Lourie:

As vou will inow, aince talking with you on that hectic

evening in Cedro I have besn given diplomatic status, with
broad povers. This iz all very wall bul the hatucles T ooe
here nlresd. are oaolmois. The door 1o Jocked froce the wbatd
in and to o degree vice verma. I Rive slresdy hegun to Lake some
strong seasdires wlto our nifisant Azbassidor hore and we nre
bound to pr open the door to scoe degree sconer or Inter. T
only howe it wlil aov e too lute. Obvioualy I shall be detained
bhere lomnger Lthin I had expected.

1 don't inow 10 you had en oprartandiys to moct V.T. Matthors,
the hasd ol L vhe it orgenizeticn in Ceiro. I so, I shouwld
be pretoful Jor g lattop fpeom vou plving o sour viets en thet
theator ol peogus gork mod 1te porcibilities Peiatine %o Lhn

brond, pensrel, L sedlobe fan. I nné, =oyope o hawe hosn adde
to pdek up oo inforratlen rupnridng the sibwelicn in Cairo,
aspaclally wigh sulobion to She r-u.'u-_.-.-r.lu molyine b of Yapraalavin

from Zerd, ILuly, ood sooe from bha Geos;: Islagds, ote, Soew
construotlve aod basl: work hao puurt dimu ganreeted o1 goon
on & wholeocs: L P Lhdn & sonmanbrabloa epsp sebters aroomd
Calro, I « AP you havs boen u" e g Ahir 2 fistn of
this kind sad s piva ms your views it will be melpivl in pond--
ing out ry curveyr of btne entire sitmation, «Stboosdh as I sce the
ploture Torkay fu Lhe bottlaneek, litor=ily.

Iadl} o Jlad bo et sou Imow sipething o tha this Lm 1 e
foand and ‘wcn able to develop after Lhcy tre exyviallsed. IO
there is anytiisg nea oa tha Palasting sttartieon :r woald e <Jed

to

Mr. Norra Trurie,
Care of Jewlah Agenoy,
P.D. Boy 92,
Jaruales,
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to hear that too, especially in so far as it would relate to the
basic rescue program now under way. I am sure you will be pratified
to hear that the U.5. War Refugee Board has done even more than it
promised in putting teeth into my efforts. The rest is up to me
and it is a grave responsibility, but a profound privilege.

Flease give ny hearty regards to Mrs. Lourie and my very best
wishes to you in anticipation of & reply.

Cordially yours,

I.A. Hirachmaon
Attache
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Ankara, Pebruary 18, 194,

Dear Mr. Matthows:

Picsl T want to thank »ou for the inspiring hour I had with
you before leaving Cadro. It wos indeed encoursplng to hnow how
mich consbruciive worl hud elveady buon done in this J1f7icult
and vital ficld of rescus. Your description and pieturss of the
comps "belore and o7ter" ars sometidng which I sn:dl long rencmler.
I &2 hope that you have found it possible to contrdve to oot some
axtra photograshs rnd o copy of the booklet relating to Creece
and rolielf which yu showsd e on your desk. They would be
encrrcualy holpful to Herbert Letrn and our leaders back in the
Unitad Slotea.

I lio cocurred to me that you mevy heve same ocutline of
ths dewelorrents and rlars of your orpanizabivn, wlbh some vital
statistica, =hic: would be cvellokle Lo ew. I2 2% Uie sore time
1% would nok Le too rueh trovble Le sepd angr information you cars
to on Lie Julvrs progran for e sctonsicn of Jour rescus A
relief work, 1 chedld e enomoualy eratelsl. 1 kope I oan not
potting o or any of wour cpsistenls to ary unduo trounle oot
the discussion wa hod was of necessity i bit sketchy and At anooa
to me Lhat your work fo tha hoorl-bwil of o msjue conabroctive Job
in this curplex field. If it cnu sarve In uny woy as & pattern
and B sprdawbosrd lor ctoers to ottwrtd to word esirdlarly olse-
where, specific.dly fn Turkg whers Wb altuablon mby disintasrate
hourly, I knom you will be hapry to add thet to your broad oon-
tributien in the fisld of uman welfars.

Since taliding with you lest I hove beon sliven dinlonatie
status nad have rather broad power te oreraie In tho pefuges Tiald
for my governpant. sc that I an now in s pore efivetive posltion
to socouplish something Af it is ot adl posciide.

fgain par 1 thank wou Por vour courbusay, and locking Torszrd
to hewring froc you,
wordially yours,

T.0. Hirschmann
W.T. Hutthews, Haquire

Director of M.E.R.R.As,
Caliro, 3 Sharia Ahmed Facha.
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Ankara, Pebruary 21, 194/

Dear Lir. Bacrwald:

You will probably be hearing irow me by cable and will receive
a report either in the mail or by hand which will pive you o falrly
complete pioture of the situstion here relating to the afforta to
rescue our people She nroblema, (A you can use that aild word)
facing us, and the possibilities. I do not inlend to mtiempt to
sketch out the situztion now as I have bean here less Lthen a week
but I feel that 1t mipht ba of some valua and possibly a bit heart-
ening 1f you haard from me through our pouch &t bhis Cirst possible
moiment .

The oituation here ia more intricate than one could visuulize
back in the States. There is no way of desling with the problem
through whet we ore acoustoped te know as direction action. This
having bean & previsus mothod, it is rether new for me to adjust
myself to the diplomatic forms, delays, vecillations of the Middle
East and especially the powers upon whom we are mostly dependent
for our deslings. I think I shall manage somshow but the alement
of time is the great factor here now. It converges upun me [rom
two spherea (2) the need for quick assistoance to the vietins in a
slbuatisn widch eould disinterrats hourly, and (b) the reed for =y
working qulelly in order to fulfil o original first chligations
back in Y¥ow York.

The diplomatic status which the White House peopie guve ne
upon gy zrrival here sbould help ireensely but nothing can change
the alow-moving treadsil]l Leampo with which we hove Lo work.

The first necd that I found was for the ship which I werked
on lrmediately anpd abouvt mhich you will unouestionably know sobe
results by the time you receive this letter. You can balisve
that T have thrown all sy energy into it. I have little hope of
petting any quick and dircotion sction from the Turks. They don't

know

Mr. Paul Basrwald,
Joint Jewish Distrilutlon Committee,
Madison Avenue and 39th Street,
How York City, New York.
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know that language. The Swedes are my great hope now. I have found
a valuable liaison in Mr. Simonds of the Red Cross. He may be
irmensely helpful. Joe Levy of the New York Times has thrown him-
self at my disposal. I find Barlas helpful, resourceful, and
capable but not altogether accepted by the powers in government.

In such a complex situation it would take a genius of the tirst
order to work resultfully. They have welcomed my coming and status
in Messiahic terms but that does not help us bregk through. I'm
also working to the ena that we may accomplish something to bfeak
the Bulgarisn and Rumanian bottlenecks. It takes time and I am
developing connections with the Russians.

As T review what I have szid above I believe this all boils
down to the one point of the time element. We may have to make a
different decisicn on that point with regard to my program and I
may be in touch with you. As you see from this letter I am only
beginning, reconnoitering, and trying to find a soit spot to break
through. This secns to be even difficult for the military so you
can imapine what it is on the alleged diplomatic front,especially
on this subject which concerns a lost and, in the eyes of most
people, z last people.

What is the Biblical phrase about "the last will come first,
etc."? Perhape this 1s a gleanm or 1ight but you can imagine my
state of mind when I have to delve into tnhe bible to derive a bit
of confidenca.

Yet nnth?nﬁ will deler me now. I do hope to be worthy of your
contidence and that of Walter Rothschild.

Please give my hearty regard to your associates, to Mr. Heymen,
and Mr. Leavitt.

Faithfully yours,

T.\. Hirschmann
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Istanbul, Turkey
March 8, 1044,

Dear Fliorelle:

I had been meaning to write to you before from
Cairo and Ankars but I have been sp around in
eireles from morning t somewhat the
lines you described and acted with such fores and
ironic humor seversl nights before I left New York.
You did not exaggerate at all, Dealing with these
people in this part of the world is a separste art
which one can only learn from instinetive birth or
centurles of training and even then the chances of
winning are slim. There 1s no generosity or interest
in human welfare in this sector of the world, Any
Pleas in that diresctlion are wasted effort.

The situation regarding the refugees ls more
heart=breaking and deplorable than can be pletured.
¥hat we try to in America as a tragie out-

h of the war-cemvulsion which penalises minorites

s here seen in flesh and bloed, That which was mea~
demlic becomes real, A statlastlo becomes a human,

The other ni I interviewed a little boy who
had been walking for five years, He began when he was
eight, escaping a firing squad after watehing his mo=
ther, father and little sister murdered., Kis escapes
from concentration campe, hiding in cellars,
over the Carpathian mountains with a bribed gulde, ete.,
constitutes a story that almost bleeds and one ch I
doubt will be belleved, It is unfortunatel &
Another man I interviewed was blinded by vi in
his fagce, I cannot see and hear these storles of in-
oredible suffering and human gallantry and remain si-
lent or inactive.

You
T ity el
7
New {’ﬁﬂ{ city,

L lkl
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You may know from my temperament that I am energe-
tically throwing resource that I can command into
efforts toward salvation, but we are dealing not with

ourselves but others be our control, The blame for

this and stic page in our hllhr{ does
not entirely rest with the Germans, the Turks, the Poles,
or any s people, There ere degrees of responaibl-

1ity, of course, Dut when the entire world's govern-

s closed thelir doors to minorities who are trying
desperately to escape annihilation they closed their
conscienses and they will pay for it somewhere, some day,
somehow,

The thing to do now is to save thesse people whare-
ever they are and from this vivid experience of mine to
try to help initiate a new conception of that which con-
stitutes freedom to live and not to be tortured or dis-
gbhm at will gangater minoritles in places all over

world, inel America,

With your drive, power and preat hsart you can be
helpful as noone else can with the possible exception
of our great President, Yhen I return I will have what
may be a rather direet colerful and incisive report with
some unnnmtinwuum. I also trust that I will
have somehow sue in saving more lives. To date,
they have been a relatively small nmumber of men, womsn
and ghildren, but if un].! a single child found recourse
to 1ife through my modest efforts it would all have been
worthwhile,

One sees the world in quite a different and more
realistic perspective here, as you may know, It 1s not
rosye I reslly feel rather mature and grown for the
first time, I hope that you, Marie, and the children
have been well and that you continue to win your daily
battles over the evil forces always ready to surround
jou. The other day it cocurred to me that evil never
takes & holiday, not even a weekend, Therefore, there
is need for more energetic vigilance without letting-up
for a single moment,.

HBsartiest regards to you, the family, and all friends.

Palthfully yours,
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P.8s 1 should be back in America some time in April,

I do not lmow what will happen after that, I had only
A ll:h.-u-rl' ‘lunl h:f lhlrlnu from my :u.‘ « When %
saw situation here I orgot everyt elese, Ir
feel that the continuanse of this work mAy succeed in
saving any lives or establish some new course of action
and I am asked to pursus it I shall do so, oOf course,
I will ask your advice.
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nYaarn ABYDIINITMN
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

Jorssnlem B.I11.44 wherr

Mr. Irs Hirschosnn
o/o American Enbsssy
Anksra

Dmsr Wr, Hirschason,

I missed lest week's pouch. Since then
I had ¢ talk with Dr. Eliash who in his name snd in the
nameé of the Chief Habbi would sak me to beg you to stuy
on snd not te leasve Yurkey too quickly. They reslize
the discours; ing fectora in the aitustion, but it is
Just on thet sccounmt thet they think that a msn like you
with the powers vested in you and with your zaal could
mpke » decislve differsnce, We are sll crossing our
Tingera snd hoping thut that ship cun be secured and
the children snd others can be Tescued.

With very best regards, L sm

Sipoerely yours,

JELs bpgnes
Tl 1)




shertex Jewish Agenay
TT greatrussel

1644 aceording lnformation regeived Ifroa snser garitaa wiloows

awaitins oconstantss unallowed .ove dnless shall oable that oo
arrival here vicas will be granted aetop ecbassy asied whether
jewish A engy arrangiog trunsport which have denied atop only
way onabling departurc if goloaoial office instructing esmbassy
goufiru stateanent re relugees succeedlng essapes to turkey stop
andersiand boats walting there only till sunday #ext sto}

reply donediatly Marles
‘a

“h. Harlas
Pera Fnlas
Iotmbul, 1lelsd4d

barlas
Perapalas hotel

Astapbul

Jerusalem 18/3

saw authorities hure you may inform redeross that on arrival
imgdgrants maritsa omilka they wlll receive visse and be
trunsportes herc

bernard Joseph jewish agenay
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

Immigration Dupuriment
JERUSALEM Istanbul, 15,.3.1944
"0 m w3

lr, Ira Hirschmann
cfo American Eshassy
Ankara

Deax Mr, Hirsclusanm,

I roceived your lettor of the 14th inst, with repard
to the boy wvhom you interviewed in wy office. I took your
generouna proposal very cerioasly but in declding upon the fata
of a man one must consider not ﬂrty the pnssihla advantares of
ouch an offer but the future of the child, Yh) ‘mows, dear Hr,
Hirschmann, where the boy would find happinoss in his future lifet
It depends on 50 many factors, chwmiges in life, etc. that nobody
can foresee it.

The boy,like nany others vwho are coming froquently to
see me on their way to Patestine, had so much mlsfortune in the
last yeavs, that it would Lo suillelent for a lifetime tragedy.

¥hen asked tnu same day what he would desire no he told me:

" T want to he m Chaluz (Pionser) 4n T q‘estinu, Wao can ta'ta
the resronsibility to Lup*ive him from this ain 7 -

Anyhow,I shall sp'te inomiries about his status and hackground
andJam furthermore ready to comeult his relatives in Palestine;j
I ghall then be glad to let you know the resulis ag 5000 as
noagsihle,

I am Jura deay Ur, ﬂifsnhuaunF that on thinkine over
the matter, you ¥ il find that I am right in my judgsemnt
and I look Eorwurd to your reply on this point,
dith best rezaris
Sincarely Yours,

!

Ch,Darlas
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Mnkuru,
Maroh 16, 1944

Dr, J. L. kugnes,
Tho Hebrew University,
Jorusulen.

Dour D, kapnos:

I sunrot tell you with whut wurmth wnd setisfection I just
roceived your letter of Maroh 4, 194<4. It lo amuzing what can
ba dono with fulth, love and energy. I can suy to you in tho
gtrictest econfidence, wod I beg of you not to olscloas tuls to
one oingle porson unless it has otherwise resched you through
&n incdvertsnt ccurce, that wo now hove « pussenger sbip, upd
I s off to Istenbul to meke the necessuly sITshpemonts Tor
its ouburkotion. The .mbosoodor wnd I wro swwrkilog on tha eci-
erote plep for ¢ ship to nuke continuing pascspges to svucuato
thousumds. I wa bopaful that this will matuerlelize.

In this connection I cunnot spews too highly of .abupsedor
dthinturdt'n stelwait efforts in behelf of owr greut cause.

Do pot pive ne uny eredit. I e o mere lnetrusoont of fota wnd
fuith.

I should bo grateful if tho roselpts wbout which 1 wrote
you eould be forwiroed to we befure I leuve - sowetline in
surly april.

Give my wermest greoetings to kiss oaold wnd your wile
apd for you & hesrty bandabeke ucrosas these niles.

Cordlaully yours,

Iru, #. Hirsehmann
abtuché

F,o. oines dlototing the ubove I huve ulse hosrd in the strictest
gordidance thut Jewleh refugoes in Trunonlstris wre belog
ramoved to the intorior to sufety. Uomeday when the atory
eun be diselosed bow this wes sebieved, I think it will make
moving history wnd I am truly proud te huve been instrumental

i A T.a.H.
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Marchk 17, 1944,

Mr. I.A. Hirschmann,
«merican Embassy,
ANKETA .

Jegar Mr, Hirschmann,

dany thanks for your letter of March 6th, I am
extremely sorry I have not been able yet to send you the
report you desire. Ur. Brod and I were to come together
on Wednesday to prepare it, but he put me off to waturday,
he 15 a very busy man and difficult to get, but I hope I
may succeed in forwsarding you the report shortly after
Saturday.

I hed hoped to have another talk with you before
your return to the States, but as I reulize now I may not
have & chance to see you, I am teking the liberty of writing
you whet I wanted to teli you before you go.

Yr. Hirschmann, if my understanding 1s correct,
¥You have come out here with a definite aim: to try and save
4 enrtein pusber of persecuted Jews, to assure ZSome relief
to othera. The difficulties and complications you will
[ave L0 overcome are many, and L know the smount of energy,
peraeverance, and hard work you will require to finally
achieve your end.

when you will have done it, when you will have
saved 1000 people or 5000, it will be s great achlevement,
and yét & small achlovement if one conslders the problem
48 8 whole, Dont misunderstend me, I am of those who attach
importense to the life of & cat, how much more to the life
of a 1000 pescple, and for this resson I say, even 1f you
save 1000 lives, what about the 6,000,000 slauchtered in
Foland, what asbout the other milllons who ure still in danger
of beling taken to the slaughteir-houses in Poland if the
problem 18 not tackled at its root: the universel visa laws

applying only to Jews.

When following the example of dussolinl in making
antisenitism a feature of state polioy all countries within
saveral conths time closed their doors to Jews, the problem
took for me lts siaplest rorm: Irf the world - as far as
Jews are concerned - is divided into countries from where
they are cheded away and countries where they will not be 4
admitted, then what i8 to become of them? I asked Presidant
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Hoosevelt tnls question in a letter of which I have no
copy in my nossesslon,; . must have written 1t Iin 1808

or 1939, and I added: What is to become of the 18,000,000
Jews? (shen existing) GShould they be exterminated?

dWhen 1 spoke of extermination I did not realize
there existed people in our times who could organize an
extermination, but after my first experience with individual
refugees when all efforts to get them an entry visa anywhere
were rruiltless even in casea of refugees having affidavits,
I saw that & thorough application of the visa laws in force
for Jews would leave no other theoretical possibllity: Io
room in the world for Jews, then room for them only i’n the
other world, .nd I asked Presldent doosevelt the questicn,
I am 55111 asking him the guestion through you, and I dont
think the President will find my questlon extravagant since
the 6,000,000 Jews who have heen exterminated in the mean-
time are the saddest supporting evidence in justification
of oy fears - my fears of the Dest and my fears of the
futura.

Mr, Eirschmann, I esrnestly regquest you to hand
over to «r, Hoosevelt my report on the otrums, as it if,
the one I gave You personally when you were in our o oe.
That report was written by me two or three days after the
wreck, it is not in finel shaps as you can see, but it ls
the open, bleeding wound, and the important part of it is
not only the facts of the Struma, but my demand for remedies,
for the one remedy, open doors, remedies which have never
come us doors continued to remain closed for the bulk of
Jews, and the 760 vietims of the otruma became the 6,000,000
who perished in Ffoland. You said it is the Geruans doing 1t

_in Polapd. Yes, but the Germans could not have done it had

all otlier countrles not been closed to the Jews a long time
before the idea of such a perfooct organizaticn of extermination
occurred to them, and hed it not been for the active ccoperation
of the governments of coccupled countries and the passive coopears
tion of the ancti-axis governnents, How many Jews [rom all over
Zurope who nad desperately and in valn tried for entry visas
for enywhera as far back as 1938 and 1839, were Tinally taken
to the rfolish extermination quarters, ..nd how wany when the
extermination actually sterted, could have escaped had visas
been given. .nd liere I come to the other chapter in which

1 have been mixed, the culgarian situstion - and with another
reljuest to you, that you trenamit to the President the enclosed
ccrreapondance,

4t the time the deportations sturted from the regions
pnnexed by sulgaris, the Aritish had but one word to say and
the 12-15,000 persons who were deported to Foland within twe-
three weeks (while I was having this correspondence) could bave
been saved. bulparia wes rigbt st the Turkish rrontier, had
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the British given the collective Palestinlan visa, the
murkish transit visas could have been obtained and these
1£-15,000 people would mot have been dellvered Lo the

Germans Tor tie Folish slaughter-houses. This 1s whet

I mean by pa{nivn cooperation of the anti-axis governments,
for in establishity Fesponsibilities, 1t 18 clear that

while these 18-15,000 people were murdered by ihe Germens,
thiey would not have fallen in Geruwan hends had the British
{gsued the visas. The provisional stop of exit visas by the
Bulgarian suthorities came later. .ll kinds of complications
(transportation dirficulties, exit vises) which are now gliven
us ressons rfor Jjustification kept developing and eropping up
as the war developed, they did not always exist. The people
n the Struma had had their exit visas, there wer'e sona

000 Palestinian certificutes available at the time, the
Turks had proposed to transfer the passengers to a seaworthy
vesse]l to continue the voyege as far as kersine and from
tLere on to Polestine, and yet the Eritlsh would not issue

“ihe Palestine visas and these people were deliberately

drowned.- The 2-300 passengers who had gone &s far as
Cuba some years ego - I forget the name of the ship - and
wers mede to hover on the seas without possibility to land
unywhere,had their exit visas and means of transportation.
Mo country made the move at the time that Sweden made for
ihe Jews of Denmark years later when it had come to &
pertect kidnepping and slaughtering enterprise,

lir. Hirschmann, I request you moE% earnestly to
take these messages to the Fresldent from me a3 & simple
indivicusl. The sufferings and crusl waste of life which
are prompting my writing are the justificatlion Tor my
taking this liberty with the President. and please also
tell him from me:

Une ran started & movement of persecution, another
man seconded it, and within a few years 1t becaue universal.
Let him be the uen who will start the redress. Tiot only
by mssuring transportation for and saving the life of &
tiousand or five thousand, but by regeinding the visa laws,
gnd I finish with the first I told you when I met you:
open countries, which 1 could see sounded so utopian to
you, and which to me 1s so simple, ss the world is large
-and there is room im it for all humen beings and belongs
to all humsn beings.

«nd dont give me the argument of means of trans-
portation, rirst, the present situastion will not last for
ever, and then, open doors, give all the visas and leave
it to the people running away from slaughterise-houses Lo
find the means of getting where they will be admitted, for
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‘he "Utruma™ arrived at lstanbul on wondeay, December luth,
at dawn with 769 Howmanlan Jewlsh relugees. uhen lr, Tantl went along
side to sot in touch with ur, segal, he wes told they had no food nor
water on board, &nd tLat the en_ ine wes out of order. The boat had
teen 1lU deys on her wey from Constanza to Istanbul.

sater was only supplied to the boat at 4 o'clock, after
pusrantees had been given that it would be paid for In foreign exohang
while permission to supply bread and food could ouly be obtained
saturday, December 20th, when the [lrst bread together with some fish
could be .ent on board, in the al'ternoon.

3.V. took steps to obtain the necessary visues to land lr,
und Wrs. wegal end thelr 14 year old son, in trensit, and arrenge for
vlen to proceed to Palestine by train. It was through tiem that we
leurned the conditlons under which the trip had been started. Owner
of the "Struma™, a Greek by nace of Pandelis, had collecied 200,000
Leis ($2000.-) per person for the irip Constanza-liaifa, puarauteelng
that no more than 600 passencers would be taken on bourd, Three meals
per day wore supposed to be served., Lone of the passengers had any
antry visaes for Palustine and they Lad undertazen L.e trip expecting
to be landed in a concentretion camp in laifa, Pandells took on 769
passencers inutead ol 600, so that aany of them had no berths and
slept on the [loor. w«oreover tle ship was s0 overcrowded that tliere
wes no uoving space. The engine put an bourd was a benzlne engine
whioh had been for a few years (2=3 7) in the sea in the wreck of

snother ship. oo ouch for Lr, Pandelis' role.
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The problem was a siraige one: These people Lad uo entry
vlsaus for snywhors and would not be allowed to set thelr feet on
isnd. Un the other hand, even though the engine might be repaired,
the ship wes not sosworthy and could not procced on Ler trip. “teps
were underteten 10 obtein authority for the provislomal landing of
the fastengers untll the sovers winter sesson was over. There was
ng rosult.

Lad westier set ln st lstenbul Legember EGth, spowstoria,
wind, temperuture of B below 0, lastling U weeks with about one veak
resplte, Theue people woro left on board unproteotoed: no heat,
expoved to the snow snd dempness, lnsufflclent rood, insurfielient
fresh water, no possibility of waintaining the most elenentary biyglenle
sondltions, The poor guelity of rood which they roceived vory irregul-
arly cauded nany cases ol dierrlea, tLore wers also oAny cases of
grippe, snd the sspitary juard declared to me ebout tho eand of <sanuary
thnt llee Led made thelr appearance and thet lLe was making a report
to the cepitapy dupartuent recosending \hnt at lesst the wosmen and
ellldren should be allowed to land for fenr of & typlus epldeaic.

If the report was over made, Lt wad 0O LoAen futo conslderatlon, as
there wad ne tesult. .lso, o youlg wan of 18 went off his head.

“his uitustlon continued 9 woeks, [rom Jececber 1lGth to
Februury 83rd, during whiob tinme the “urkish authoritlies repectedly
usned tie Hritish ,uthorli les to issue Palestinisn visaca, which
would save pormitted the -eople w land and procoed Lo Palsotina
by train., The British .uthori:les repeatedly refused, The Turks
rtuyaily applled to the scu.anlen cuthoriiles Jor parmlsslon to
popairiate the refugecs, which was also rofused. The Tur<o tien went

bnok to the Lritish and wold them that unless they gave the Palestiniaz

-
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visaes, ihe bost would be towed buck to the bleck Jea and be left
to drift. The Britlsh were sdvised of thia Londay, Sebruary Bord,
6% nooh. Thelr only resotion was that they should be _lven tiue
to lspd iLhe child.en who were about 0L3. It mppears that the Hritish
had receivod authority to land the U3 children and advised the
Vileyet already Fgbruary léth, but recelived no reply. lowever, 1f
the British made n cove for the £3 ohlldren, what about the rest of
the paseongers. ot U pa. polloenen went on board and sturted outtin
tie ropea off the woorings. The wousn on board fought with tlem snd
shouted and orled for help. The tug boat "Alemdar" towed the "Ltrum
up the bosphorus, Passengers of the evening ferries told us the nex
day of uhe desperate calls aud ge-tures for ielp of the "Struma®
passengers, as they paused by. The "oiruma®™ was left by the tug
"slemdar in the ulllmir. soa, & wiles r'rom the entrance of the uosphoru
no food, no fuel, an engine out of working order, Just lelt to drift
to n coertaln doom. It was learned in town early in the uilternoon,
february B4th, that the "Strune™ sank at dewn and was a total loss.
"here were four survivors, of whou three died later of exposure, the
only one lelft cay atill be saved.

The direet physionl cmuse whieh provoied the wreck 1s not
yot known. There are rumoras of all <iuds: explosion, submarine, mim
desperate act on wie purt of the passengers, ote. shatever it zay b
what aotually coused the wreox ls of secondary lzportanca. The
L.portant polot 1o that the boat was Sent out to be wrecked, coldly
and delibarately - no [ood, no fuel, no working englne, no ssawerthy
hull, Jjust left to drifi. (Crew?? Ceptaln??)

Svidently, the Turklsh suthoritles gave the order Tor the
uhip to be towed to the black Joa, as she was, in any condition.
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However, the BEritlsh suthoritles kuew at noon —ondsy such order was
to be given unless Liey lssued ithe Falestinlan visges and yet did
not issue thez, It 1s sald that steps were tacen ot the Turkish
Uintsiry for Forelsn ~ffalra for tiue to be acllowed to February
£ith untll acthorlzy for the visaos should be obtained and that this
one week was refused by ihe Jurks. .8 the Lritioh had bad nine week:
time tc do whet should Lave Leen doue, the claim tlat something would
leve Leun aculeved Latwecn Fabruary Edrd and 20th leavis ono skeptlor
Loreover, lace this onc wook was refused and thne britlsh cnew the
slilp would be sent out drirting and could bave been nroveniod It
by issuln, tho visses, e oritlsh <overnment repre.entatives in
Turkey should Luve over-tepped rod tope and igsuved Lo visses Lo
save 700 lives rather Shan golag for a doliberave, gold-blooded
wholosale aurder. uJne proof that the Sritlsh snow touat ihof are
respounsible for this act is thut the L.H.C. DOG UD L0essscnssscnnns
sade no sncounossent of the wreok whlch occurred February Z24th.
another resson Cor skoptloism about the luporiauco of that last week
in wh.ab woe British clals bhey would Lave arra:ed for LHia NooessuT)
vispos, 15 LLut whe britilsh Padsport Lureau refused alter ihe wreck
ong Pelusilnlen viss [of 8 WOLGL GL.BLLOT WLO fortume tely Lad been
landed to dosplial, end suld they would save Lo wire about it.

diat I decand 18 not Just the establish.ent of responsibil-
{tics or tie bleao of tho rospolsible, or syumpathy Jor tha 760 peopls
aurdored in cold blood and thelr fumiliou in Uw lora of seatlosntal
spavciios or artloles, .bhat I dewsnd 1o tiie roscloding of such lawe
wnd re ulations which .iake 1% pou.ible oy autboritles of eny Uovern=

Lont to refuce Lwan beiugs thelr natural rlglt to set thelir rfeet om
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land, snd oven sond iiem dellberately to be drowned. “he universal
visa lawe mpplylog ouly to Jews ot presont rakes this puasible. hat
gver srtificial boundaries cay Lave been oot by peoples ln Lhe course
of lhlutory, this planot belon;s to sll livine organisua and no
asporor, or king, er preaideut, or dletitor has the right to refuas
sieplng spsce 10 & huan beln,. Lnless antl-axls couniries ere
oponed Luedictely to Jews persccuted ln Geruany end countrles
cuntrolled by Ger-any, any future lous of 1life due to thle visa
gituetion will be notbing but Luuen murder on the part of antl-axis

poverLenls,

!....
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A few days after the arrival of the boat, the Turkish
Police wrote to the Minlstry of Interlor and Forelgn Arfalirs asking
permission for 50-100 pecple to e sent throurh Syria. Contacted
with the British Embaasy. )

A Tortnight later they Prﬁp:SEEF;JB:&;:BEnDthET Turkiash
boat and send the passengers to uersine and from there have them co
to Palastine.

About & week later the British Consulate was agaln asked
for visaws for the Struma. Mr. Page asked kir. whivtell who renlied
that they had wired but uad no reply.

'he sceend director of Follce, Kr. Kemgryh wanted to
put on bourd the 21 survivors of a previous wreck, but he could not
obtain muthorlty Irom .nkara, &8 they sald no further passengers
could be put on the Struma which was consldered unseaworthy.

Jith regurd to the aunthority received to land the children,
the British Consulute wrote to the Vilayet under date of Februury léth
asking them to release the relative truvel docuueunts and no reply was
recelved. Mr., Brod went repeatadly to the Follee asking them to wire
for s reply, they ounly accepted to wire ionday, 23rd, at 4.45 p.m,
which was only a comedity, in view of the fuct that the orders to
send off the ship were given at 5 o'clock on the same day.

flien Kr, bBrod learned after 5 that the Struma was beling
sent off, he went to [ 'r. Whittall's house and saw .ir. Whittall at
6.30, Kr. whittall said he inew about the deecision early in the
afternoon and had rang up the British Embassy who salid they could
not do anything.

Un February 2lst a detailed 1list ol' the passengers was

asked for by the .sed Crescent. This was probably done on behalrl of
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Ur, Junod of the lled Crosa.
The Turks were very aweneble in accepting foodsturffs for

the ship during her stey to e value of 7,L.29,000,
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
Immigratian Degariment
JERUBALEM Istanbul, 20,3.1944
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Mr, Ira Hirschmann |
o/o American Embassy

Ankara |

Dear Mr, Hirschmann,

I refer to our conversation Zegarding the 5/5"Milcea"”
and the 5/5 "Milca® due to arrive shortly from Constanza,
carrying Jewlsh refugees to Palestine,

In view of the fact that aoccording to my informationm,

the immigrants in question were not of the category for
which I am suthoriged to spprove immigration certificates to
Palestine, I had to refuse any intervention on the matter,
I informed the Executive of the Jewish Agency of this guestionm,

esting to approach the Colomial Office with a view to
oo that the immigrants will be allowed to enter Palestine
if they succeed to escape from Roumania,
I am sending you a copy of my cable of the 13,3.a.0., to
Mr, Shertok, Jewish Agency, London, as well as the reply
received via Jerusalem, saying thl% the immigrants will
receive vieas for Palestine on arrival inm Istanbul,

I informed Mr, Simond,the Delegate of the IRC,
accordingly.

For your informatiom please,

Sincerely yours,

%/lﬂmu /
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Ackre,
Mareb' 28, 1944

Mr, Ch, Barlas,
jgkera Falace,
Ankura,

Dear Mr, Burlas:

1 wes moved teday by your guick reseptivensss in our
disguwssicn on the broad humsnitariun basis which 1s the
sssence of our work. I know that your heart bleeds for
those suffering peopls und that nothing can interfers with
our unstinted effort in thelr behalf', espeoially in this
alsventh hour,

You and I have a profound responsibility for which we
pust answer tc our ccnscionces upd the consciences of mankind
today and tomorrow and thereafter. let us work band 1o hend
%o muke thut lialson a bridge for some ¢f our lonpoent vietime
to ocroes lnto the world of segurity. That will bte the best
plece of construction and affirmetion of faith Letwesn ns -
for cthero.: Any personsl differences ore like tewrs to be
swallovwed up In the grezt sea of truveil whiek is ulmost at
our shoraea,

With high regurd,
Cordiully yours,
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INSTITUT SOCIAL POUR EMIGRANTS ET REFUGIES. BRATISLAVA C.S.R.

T TR LTy P aWEE b AECOED B LA SEETION SSCEALE

FEALE pis wamsttiel BE LORTERIGUA & FRABRE

-]aﬁ% march 25 193 4

MENMOURANDTUM

four Excellency,

The Social Institute for Refugees ol the
¢zechoslovakian Republic in Braetislava, which was liqui-
dated by the Slovakien Authorities, now continues its
activity under the direction of Emigrents in Istanbul,
aided by members of the Czechoslovakian colonies of
Budapest and Bratislava. 1t is in permanent contact
with its own orgens and trustees in Central Europe who
are working underground.

Due to the lastest developments in
Hungary, the Jews in the first danger line are the appro-
ximately 10,000 Czech refugees, the 2,500 Polish refu-
gees, about 1,000 emigrants from Yugoslavia, 10,000 Jews
without citizenship, &nd finally about 800,000 resident
Jews of Hungery. .t is these that the present memorandum
is purporting to try to rescue. The successive waves of
persecution have increased in ruthlessness and speed in
every country where the Germans have so far exterminated
the Jewish population. Lately, in Italy,the most experienced
deporting personnel from Slovakie was rushed to the scene
to speed up the deportations. Accordingly, no time shonld
be lost to decide upon all possible rescue and relief
measures that at thie late stage can etill be executed.

The tirst group of Jews in Hungary who
pnust be dealt with ere the Czechoslovak refugees. Appro-
ximately 10,000 Slovakian Jews escaped to Hungary before
the deportations began in Slovakie, end they were joined
by an indefinite number ol Jews from Bohemia and Moravia
who lost their Slovakian citizenship as & result of de-
crees issued by the Slovek Government, by which deported
Jews and Jewish rafufaas are deprived of citizen rights.
We discern & possibility of saving from massacre these
retfugees, or at least delaying their concentration in
deportation camps, if

they would be given the status of prisoners
of war entitled to all international righte
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under the internation conventions concerning
prisoners of war.

1f such a demand could Dbe put through to the present
Hungerian authorities vie the international Red Cross
at Geneve, there is & chance of this group of reiugees
being interned as prisoners geized in & third country,
instead of beling encamped tor immediate deportation.

Regarding ection to be taken to save the indi-
genous Hungerien Jews, s distinct from immigrants sheltered
there, Wwho together with the Jews still in Bulgaria and
Rumsnia represent the last remainder of the Jewr of
Europe, all others having been exterminated by millionﬂ,
some introductary advise seems appropriate. The Hungarian
official and private ettitude both with regard to econo=
mic cooperation With uermany apd in Jewish questions during
the last 2 years can safely be described as skillful and
well-organized sabotage. As regards their policy towards
the Jews, the very existence of nearly 1 million Jews in
Hungary in 1944 is proof enough tor the above. The compo=
sition of the present Hungarian Government, eppointed after
the German occupation, is undoubted pro-German and ex-
tramel{ right-wing, but does not inc ude the declared
Nazi element L“erﬂw—croadLPartjl. 1t is possibly a trans-
ition Government appointed by the Germans to break the
Hungarien people in gradually and avoid difficulties in
the tirst stage of gccupation. The new inister of the
Interior, Andor Jaros, Was & deputy in the uzechoslovak
pariament representing the Hungarian minority. His atti-
tude is thet of a conservative Hungarian patriot; his
antisemitism extends to non-Hungerien Jews only, and it is
well-known that he intervened personally ror & Jewish
functionary of the Hungaricn Farty in Presov (ilovakia)
who applied for & permit to enter Hungary in order to
escape persecution. He and other members of the new Hun-
garian cabinet are not on the sane pase-level as the
Slovakian antisemitic Winisters end other German vassgals.

The organs which take care of the evacuation
of Jews from European countries to Palestine haeve learnt
by experience that not more than 500 Jews, if s0 many,
are rescued in any one year in this way; this 1o not the
place to analyse *he reasons for this or 1o allocate the
blame. The fact is that even the few transit visas granted
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by the Turkish authorities in recent months have not
left the Turkish Foreign kinistry for the Turkish
Consulate at Budapest,

The food transport action, tor which the
sum of L million Dollars has been authorized by the
Joint Distribution Committee, has been delayed for
several months now. Thus in the only place eft in the
world where the practical facilities for sach an actlion
are still available, viz. in Turkey, the means actually
existing could not be used for desperately needed rescue
and relief work due to the lack of a properly authorized
orgenization to take charge and press 1ite recommendations.

The ultimate moment for action has now arrived.

Un immediate action on the Jar 28t possible scale can
still help. e Tete of the remainder ol Zuropean Jewry

%o & great extent depends upon the decision of Your Ex-
cellency, who have arrived here at the last moment with
invaluable powers from the greatest advocate of humanity
in the world to-day, the President of the United States.
We take the liberty, therefore, to lay before you the
following draft recommendatlions :

1. A declaration should be issued by the
United Nations and all neutral countries,
to the effect that refugees without citl-
zenship who have migrated to Hungary from
any country bebnging to the United Nations,
must be considered prisoners of war and
interned as such with all righte belonging
%o them - unless the present status of
this group is left unchanged by the present
Hungerian Government.

2. In order to strengthen the morale and

" resistance against German pressure of
he Hungerian, Humanian, &nd Bulgarian
Governments, these Governmenta should
be notified that measures are proceeding
for largze scale evacuation of Jews from
these countries gnd any transit transports.
At the same time should be made apundant-
ly clear by wireless,pamplilets, and in any
other way, that the full responsibility
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for any act of repression or cruelty against
Jews or any part in deportations in any capa-
eity whatsoever will rest upon commanding

and executive organs alike down to soldlers
acting under orders.

3. All remaining neutrals should be influenced

e

to give their full cooperation in the rescue
work, including provision for temporary or
permanent emigration, food and care generally.

. 'The Hungarian people should be warned by

proadcasts and leaflets, that the fate of
ﬂunfgiy at the Peace Conference will depend
in ge measure upon the attitude now shown
to the Jews, both by the Government and the
people; .

A solemn warning should be directed by the
Governments of the USA, Great Britain, and
Russia to Germany, Slovakia, and Hungary,
specifying & number of open cities or towns

of no military importance which will be re-
garded by the Allies as hostages for the
treatment of the Jews, and destroyed at a

rate depending upon the progress of measures
of repression against the Jews in Hungary

and elsewhere. Towns in Germany, Slovakia,

and Huong gshould be selected, and the popu-
latians informed fully by broadcasts and leaf-
lets of their character as hostages, and their
and their countries' direcf responsibility.

The despatch of food parcels should be pushed
with the utmost urgency, even if only as a
demonstration to oppressors and oppressed
alike.

Neutral countries should be influenced to
grant interim or emergency asaports, if
possible in valid citizenship passport form,
upon which individual rescue operations could
be based. Such passports should be officially
countenanced by the countries issuing them,
if necessary.(Example : Camp de Vitel in
I'rance).
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8. A secret political committee of limited
membership should be created to contact
the Hungarian Government and the Huangarlan
patriotic societies and organizations in
America. One of the routes by which con-
tact with the H .Government might be made
wonld be through the connections at Istanbul
of Hinister Jaros.

For the execution of such or similar measures by Your
Excellencg we suggest that a limited number of collabora-
tors be chosen here, who are versed in local conditions
and possess accurate and up-to-date knowledge of the
Jewish question in each of the counirles concerned, i.e.
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Bulgaria,
‘and Rumenia, each of which should be represented by one
advisers. These should be joined by a Turkish delegate.
This advisery council should be in permanent session.

In closing these suggestions, We onee more
wish to stress with the utmost emphasis the time tactorg
Whatever is decided upon, must be done efficiently, and
done now, 80 that what will be rescued from Hitler's
slaughterhouse will not be urns of ashes and fragmentary
liats of names of victims piled np in mass graves, but
the few survivers of 10 million European Jews who can
8till be saved.

We need hardly add that we are completely
at Your Excellency's disposal with the inadequate re-
sources at our command.

Yopf'a respegtiully-
,//'5@: et <

lir. Hirshman
e/0 American Zmbassy
Ankara

Sender: Ludwig kastner
FPosta kutusu 1008
lstanbul
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URGENT! March 26, 1944,

To: Mr. Ira A. Eirschmenn
From: Ch, Barlas

T summarize in brief the proposals dlscuseed in our today'e
sonversation with a view to urgently interveme in the fcllowlng mattera :

1- Transit via Turkey

In view of the present situatlon, 1t i1s necessery to czak the Turkish
GCovernment to smend their transit regulations, sbollehing the proce-
dure of sending nominal vises from Ankara every week by courrier.
This proved unworkeble, as it involves monthe, until the llsta reach
the Turkish consule in Budsapest, etec.

T suggest thet the Turkish G-vernment should smend the regulations
8o as to euthorize the consuls in Bullapest, Ducerest, and Sofia to
1ssue vises to Jewish immigrante in possession of immigrstion certl-
ficetss into Palestine, without reference to Ankars, or without
ewaiting l1ets from /nksra. The suggestion is to glve 50 vioas

{ every week in Budapest, Buccrest, and Scfie respectively, on Lhe
eonfirmation of the Swiss legetion to the effect that the emigrants
are included in the liste of immigration certificates under the

| scheme of the Jewlsh Agency.

[
Since the British Government informed the Turkieh Forelgn Office
officially that all Jewish immigrants erriving in Turkey will be
granted perm'selon tc enter Palestine, there 1s no ground for the
Turkieh authorities to fesr that the immigrents will remain In the

country.

2= Warning to Hungery.

Tn consequence of the President's statement published yesterdey, 1t
18 suggested that = warning be addressed to Hungary by radio or
otherwise, to prevent deportationa of Jews to Polend. In thie
warning shculd be indicated thet eventual deportetlon would be
congldered s a worcrime.

%= Turkish ship.

Tak!ng into consideraticn that & group of £00 emigrants reedy for
departure frcom Budapest to Constenia may perheps be prevented from
dsing so Yecause of the events in Hungary, It 1s auggested thet the
gtesmer-—qn ¥ox. vay from Constanze to latanbul, should meke a dstour
((to Burgaay in order to teke a group of Jewish emigrents from Bulgerie.
Foup coneists of 600 persons who are, cecording to information,
resdy for departure, but for cbvicus reascns uncble to proceed from
7 Bulgarin to Constanza. /

L —

Bade

e
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li- Pargone under srrest in Bucerest,

| Relisble informetion from Bucarest reached me to the effect that
\ only 5 out of the 24 Jewish leaders were released. The remeinder
{

bedly treated.
I sugaest to intervene immedidely through Mr. 6r. in crder to save

l\ihﬂr lives.

(e 7

of 19 1e still in detention end, sccording to chutmn avallnble,

-
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Hre Ly AR RABESEARR Y,

Jorusulen”

Upur kr, Hengurion:
The mstter to whioh you referred in your telegram of

ksrel: 26 bis beon urgently brought to my attention wné I
can ussure you thut all poasible afforts sre belog msde
to poours the releuss of the represestotive zicolets.
dmbusyudor oteiphurdt uwnd & wre bending our mout
snergetio afforts in the work of the resous of Jewlsh

gefugees Trom the Bulkwns.
Cordislly yours,

Irs . Hirsohsunn,
attughi

Lidi/ngl

P53, I wus doeply moved by ny conforence with you.
sebusaudor Steinburdt snd I wre mking progress
on our trunsport plens of refugees.

f.u.H,
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.8 JERUSALEM 29 26 1607 =
IRA HIRSAHMAN AMEB |raM  EMBASSY  AMNWARA =

WOULD DEEPLY APPREGIATE ANY POSSIBLE ASSISTANGE  YOU
eAN  GIVE IN PROSURING RELEASE REPRESENTATIVE 7I0NISTS
ARRESTED ‘ROUMANIA PART IGULARS OBTAINABLE FROM BARLAS
MANY THANKS = DAVID BENGURION + Zoaes

SUW 153 S
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Ankara,
larch 30, 1944.

kr. Ch. Darlas,
Perse Fulmo,
Istanbul.

Deur ~r, Darlus:

.obassudor otelnhardt was very Lappy to hear that you,
for the Jewish .genoy, had cgreed to undertuke to supply
the food for the plupnad trip of the 50 TARI with o meximum
of 1500 pussengers. Ls felt strongly however thut the food
should be pluced ou the ship ut Istunmbul sod mot at Constanzu
where we bave no control of the situation and he has veked me
to write you accordingly.

Floase 1ot me hear from you om tile matter.

1 am enclosing « telegrem whish I received and to which
I replied thut it wus being referred to you., I should & lao
be gruteful if you would hend the encloasd letter to Mr.,
Brod.

1 supposs you huve heard that there hus beser puch diffi=-
culty in the lurkish Yorelgmn Office in asguring the suthor-
jzation for tho landing of the pussengers of the . KILKA,.
Mir, by visited me on Tucsduy evening deoply concernad
pbout the natter, bLe informed mo that apikelin of the Turkish
Foreign uffice bud overrulled hemsl .ziz P.yman. The British
KEinister Bemnnett hed an uodience with fuymei snd node some
progress. smbussador Steinherdt confldentislly vzpects to see
the Turkish Forelgn Kinister on this metter umong cthers
whioh we dlsgussed. Fleuse keep me informed of the situsticn
regurding the MILK.. #ben do you plan to co to ankars?

I lock forward to seeing you.

With guod wishes,

Cordiully yours,

Irae se kirschmann,
sttuche

Ty wgl
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RMAASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AN"MICA

Ankara, April 4, 1944,

Mr, Johm Peshle,
Wer Refugee Board,
Washington, D, C,

My dear Mr, Pehle:

I am seising the oprortunity presented by Mr, Hirechmenn's
return %o Washington to tell you of the fime job that he has
done while in Turkey, Hie quick grasp of the situntion,
energy and good jJudgment have beem of invaluable aseistance
to me and have contriduted largely to making effective the
work of the War Refugee Beard in Turkey,

I an disturbed at intimstions from Mr, Hirschmann that
his assoclation with Bloomingdale Srothers as Vice Fresidemt
may necersitate his severing his connection with the War
Refugees Hoard, The invaluable experience which he has gained
here combined with the exgellent judsment he has displayed
on behalf of the Board impel me to urge vou to take whatever
steps may Le necessary by enlisting the aid of Mr, Hull or
Mr, Stettiniue if neceseary, to induce the officlals of
Bloomingdale's to make whatever arrangement may be necessary
to permit him to give at least a part if not all of hie time
to the work of the War Refugee Board eilther in Turkey or
Washington,

¥ith kind pereonal regards,

Bincerely yours,

/e8] Lawrence Steinhardt
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Ankara, April &, 194k.

Dear ir. Anbassadors

fou and ¥rs. Stelphardt have heard e speak & pusber of timas
of Coarl Thart and you will reeall that you met him and his fa=ily
at my reesption. He ia sccepted in the world of drama and music
as a 3l +wl [ipure. He occupled the preerinent poaition as State
operstic Director in Berlin befuore the war. 1 think T mentioned
to you thok whon Lhe Mesls eare into pomer Goering of fered him
#rot rosition as artistic director of the new régime, which Thert
turne: G atly, at Lhe risk of lis 1ife, saying that he waa
leaving Lecause “"the air in Cermany will be too sulfocating for me."
(lie and his fumily are cospletely Aryan)

“herb 18 truly, aside from belag a gonius, o noble fiure. I
anicrstand that he i3 a favorite of Prosident Infnll and hus done o
worl nf ahoeer camos here. makln Slowers Llossus fras erid soil.
As 1 Ladle:ited to you, I shouid Iike o bring nim and his fredly to
L cpips, ficst because T Lkln) a san of Bia inteprity and abllity
would bo an sseet in cur country. He has plenty of Lhe oppusile

typo to offset; second, Legause T @ sarsor Lo howe the Yuseus of
¥olern Art, of which Warstall Field and I nre on the FPeslenl Com-
mittos, stare & series of orers wwler 1o directica: amd third, a8
8 perdar of the Soard of Higpher Dducation of lew York I have bosn
locidn; for twe rears for & pan of his tye to sducste the owng
peop 2 In liew York at ihe Cib Colleps, of which I ar & trustes. 1
can et lotters fron the Gty <ollepe end the tuseum Art {rviting
hie Lo Arerica. A8 you no doubt know, manv i ures of such dis—
tineticn and worth have coms there by invitation.

=nuld 4t Lo irpooing on pou to eek 1T pru eraild help with the
arr agusents for his te pob the npeceasars parers ta po to the Onited
Statea? Mo has & Usechoslovakisn passport. T believe he would want
to go nowt spring or sureer but I presuce thet arranpements would
have Lo be fommaisted in advance, Thera 1s nothing to do sbout it
now until the plana have bean orystallized.

I trust tiis 1s not naking something of you whien ia too
diffioult to do. It sould really mean a 1ot to me ond sthen we are

all
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all back in New York together some day I will invite you and
Mrs. Steinhardt to the opening of his opera. (‘lthough I gather
this would not be too much of an inducement )

T will be carrying on some correspondence with Ebert regard-
ing his productions, budgets, ete., for Warshall Fisld and ihe
Museum crowd. If an exceptlon could be made to have his rapliea
to me sent by pouch I should be graterul.

Yany thanks for your kindneas.

I.A. Hirichmenn
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Ankara, April 6, 1944,

Dear Rabbl Herzog:

I am leaving today for the United States. The urgency of my
return 1s such that I shall not be able, as much as I deplore it,
to stop in Jerusalem on this trip. I hope I shall be returning
this way very soon and to pay a visit to you then.

I have reason to believe that the first steps in the program
of the War Refugee Board are soundly under way and in good shape
as I leave them. Barring radical unforeseen obstacles our ship
should leave for Constanza very scon. I suppose you know about
the fortuitous step that we were able to take with regard to the
movement of the Jewish population from Transnistria to the interior.
I am convinced at this moment that the Rumanian Government has
desisted from all oppressive acts against the Jews and minorities
and is actually assisting where it can in helping liberate them
into the interior. We have alsc made some progress with the
Bulgal‘im-

I want you tc know that it was a pleasure and a matter of
deep satisfaction for me to meet with you and to have the benefit
of your advice when you were in Ankara. I trust this finds you
well.

Cordially yours,

I.A. Hirschmann

Rabbi Herzog,
Jerusalem,
Palestine.
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Anh“' m 6. 1944,

Dear Dr. Yanak:

I have been called back to the Nnited States and am
returning sooner than I had expocted, I exceedingly regret
that it has not heen possible for us to have our meeting,
especially sinece you were so kind as to suggest it.

Kr. Packer will be handling refugee mattors in my absence,
Perhaps you will want to talk with him, Otherwise I will
look forward to seeing rou upon ny return to Ankara, I
hope that I will be coming back but if not, another repre-
sentative of the War Refugee Board will and T will ask him
to get in toueh with you.

Please give my hearty greetings to your wife, and
again with regrets,

Cordially yours,

I. A. Hirschmann,
Attaché

14H/eb

nr- mﬁl Hm] .
Czechoslovak Representative,
Ankara,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STAYES OF AMERIGA

Istanbul, April 8, 19hk,

Ira Birschmann, Esquire,
Viee Presidens,
Blommingdals Erot hers,
59%h $%., & Lexington Ave.,
New York, W.Y,

Dear Im;

Tith reference %o your letter of April fth,--ns you may
not bave kept a eopy it comtains your request conecerning Oarl
Ebert and his family—-I have taken advantage of my visit to
Istanbul to discuss the matter with the Qomsulate Ceneral and
am reasonably certain that at the appropriate time every pessible
fagility will be rendered them in commection with their visas,

1 want to take %his epportunity to thank you for your thought-
ful personal memorandum and to tell you how highly I valued your
work here aand the exbent to which I enjoyed our personal asscclation.
1 hope we bnve only written the first chapter in this respect.

Tou will be pleass %o learn that the Turkish suthorities
have today permitted the 24l refugees on the 5.5, MARITZA %o land
and have premised S0 move them by rail to Falestine day after
tomorrow. The resistance was less then I anticipated which may be
a hopeful sign for the future with respect to illegal arrivals
provided the mumber im kept within bounds s¢ that the rallroad
is able to handle the movement. My guess ie that if the illegal
arrivals do not execeed 250 every itwo weeks, the railroad administra-
tion will find some way of moving them as the Forelgn Minister
has made it clear %0 me that he would rather move the refugees to
Falestine than have thex accomulate in Istanbul, There ia still
ne word on the safe conduct for the TARI.

With every good wiash mand kindest regards in which Dulecie
Joins we,

Sincerely yours,

(91 ned) Leurence A. 7teinhardt
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April 18, 1944

Mr, Michael m
Bloomingdale Brothers, Inc,
59th & Lexington Avenme
New York, New Tork

Dear Mr, Schaapi

Just a brief note to confirm the fact that
I am back, although I am still so shaky that I
am not too sure of 1t myself, Turklsh cognac,
wvomen, mountains and diplematic brald are diffi-
cult %o shelve over night, There were also other
things I will tell about in more detall 1if you
are interested when I see you, We really managed
to save a leot of people but only because of the
stalwart support I was given by Steinhardt and the
White House,

1 am sorry 1 missed you om Saturday and look

forward to seeing you as soon as I returm on

Thursday or Friday, I hope you and Mrs, Schasp
are well,

Warm regards,
Sincerely,
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April 19, 1944

Mr. David Freudenthal
RT.D, $#2

Oreen Hill Farm
Doylestown, Penneylvania

Dear David:

As you can see from the above, I am down here intonsively
working on the follow=through of my afforts in Tarkey., It is
absorbing and completely exhausting, Sometimes I wonder 4f 1
will ever feel rested agnin, But I have never been so moved
and inspired in anything that I have undertaken,

I am glad that at lenst we had & chat over the teolephone
and harpy to hear how you mpmear to have adjusted yourself to
the new situation, I shall never forget your kindness and
interest where I am concerned, especially during my abasence
where I was unable to defend myself, The question of publicity
is always a touchy one, Ironically emongh the one time when I
would have preferred to stay in the background, the thing that
I have done really constitutes nowa, I mppose you will find
it difficult to belleve but I consider it poor taste to expose
in a yublic way one's efforts in this work of meroy. It is
like wringing a superficial advantage out of a job of human
selvation, Yot the War Refuges Board needs nublie support and
they refuse utterly not to permit me to tell my ntory whem 1t
wns tho one and only back plece of news, an alleged accomplish=
ment for the Board, I triled to throw the slant townrds
John Pehle and I hope it comes out that way, tut I am afraid
the Boys in Noew York will misinterpret it, This, I cannot help,
I have mede up my mind that I can do only the best that is
poseible in this setrained situation, mnd will ansver to my
conscience — and to no one else, I lmow you will be pleased
as a close friend and a true humanitarian to know that I
managed somehow to save a good number of our psople., Clothed
as I was with olmost supreme muthority it should not hawe been
too difficult, although 4t was, While I will enjoy the
advantages of thie profound experionce for the rest of my 1life,
it has nlso laft some scars, both vhysically and spiritually,
bat 4t 1= worth the candle,

el gt At

P F # i i
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I was deeply interested in the veiled sugzestion you

nade regarding radlo, and of course aching te hear all about
it,

The Boys down here are putting terrific heat on me to
continue in this work, I have told them flatly that I met
go back to my contractmal duty, I fear thet they are going
to toke some other steps, but they seem only determined and
secrotive about 1t,

I an lunching with Henry Morgenthau today, who seems to be
a grand person, and what is more a very able and strong one,
which irpression was not previoualy conveyed,

I hope you are having a good vacation, I wonder when and
if I will ever get another, Make the most of it, Oive
Dorothy my love, and to you again my hearty appreciation
and well wishes,

Faithfully yours,

I, A, Hirechmann
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!Wﬂtﬂ"nm and William ©. Player Jr.

Encounter With a Citizen of Tomorrow

On the Long Road fo Palestine
Washington, Apr. 19,

.Iu winding' up a press conference report of his

experiences In the Middle East as a special representative of
the War Re rd, and some of the reporters were pocketing
their )

“But there’s one thing more I might tell you about,” sald
Hirschmann, a little self-consciously. *“I don't know whether It
interests you, but it certainly inter-
ested me—and that's the people them-
selves whom I saw over there—espe-
cially some of the children,

“There was one little boy, a Polish
Jew—he couldn't have been more than
13—and he had been walking, walking
from Poland to Turkey for five years.
That means he was 8 vears old when
the MNazis came, when he saw his par
ents killed by a firing squad, his-lt-
tle sister trampled. She did get away,
but only to be run down later in the
roid,

“This Uttle fellow ran into a house
and jumped Into a barrel of water in
the cellar and hid there all night with
only his lwadhfucklng out. The MNazis
didn't find him; and afterward he
started walking. Once he walked IRA HIRSCHMANN
right into a concentration camp and stayed there for a while, but
the Nazis didn't have any record of him and he slipped out without
their noticing it. &

T e TR "T.

“He kept on walking and finally got to the Slovakian border.
The underground movement helped him into H ngary, and from
there on he traveled in a group of children like him—with a pulde
provided by the underground. Once he got so t that he nearly
gave up and wouldn't go any further, and they had to carry him.

"When I saw him at Istanbul he was nervous and talked so
fast I could hardly understand all that he tried to tell me—but I
have authoritative reasons to believe it was all true.

“And he showed me a picture that he carried around with
him—it was a beautiful girl—she must have been about 19 at the
most—and I asked him why he carried the picture, ‘Oh, she was
our leader, our heroine,” he told me. ‘She did many brave things
to save us'

“"Wonderful!' I said. 'And where is she now? I want to see
her, and talk to her!" ‘Oh, she was shot' he fold me, matier of
factly. ‘They caught her and killed her.' I said that was terrible,
but afked kim why he still carried the picture. ‘We all do, he
told me. ‘She is our symbol' Neo, I don't belleve he sald ‘symbol'—
but, anyhow, that's what he meant.” -

- -

FURE L I E LI R ST o S
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Hirschmann paused, blushed st the realization that ha had got
lest-in_his own story, and looked embarrassedly about the room,

Then, with a nervous little chuckle, he added:

“It lsn't news—and, of course, you wouldn't want to use n—
but I wanted to adopt that kid. I tried to aduopt him—I would have
liked to bring him back to America with me, But the Zionists
already had their eye on him—he's the kind of material they need
In Palestine.

“And 1 spent & good deal of time talking with officials of
Great Britain's Middle East Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
over there and they told me it was people like this boy—that have
been and will be rescued—that are golng to make the best, the
most freedom-loving people of the postwar world,

squared thelr jaws—they've been through the fire—
they're determined to fight—against the kind of things 1hey've
had to endure,

“They want to go back home some day—they're hoping for
the time when thelr homes will be free again—free places for
them to flourish in.

“And, when I think about that boy—T11 never forget —I

to myself, “What a CITIZEN that kid Is golng to be!' "

- L] -

Ira Hirschmann looked around the room again, still a bi{ self-
nsciously—but, this time, proudly, too,
And he chuckled, nervously, to himsslf,

s AL 1 el R e ettt AT s s b i i W il p‘.ﬂim
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Herald cailifie Tribune
APR 2 0 1944
of Europé™s-Jews

Anxiety over the plight of Jews in Mazi-
controlled Europe grows as tinge ticks awny
the possibility of rescue for whole segments
of the Jewish population, The report of Ira
Hirschmann, War Refugee Board repre-
sentative jusi returned from Turkey, brings
some relief. With the co-operation of the
Russians and of Ambassador Steinhardt
some hundreds, possibly thousands, are be-
ing rescued from Romania via Turkey,
Equally welcoms Is the announeement by
John W. Pehle, head of the board, of a pro-
posal to offer temporary residence to refu-
gees In certain ports here. Such temporary
haven should be offered, for we eannot urge
asylum elsewhere while not offering it our-
selves.

Valelng the concern which many Ameri-
cans feel, Mrs. Mercedes M. Randall, In a
pamphlet entitled “The Volce of Thy Broth-
er's Blood,” has set down some of the cold
facts on Nazl massacres and presented six
proposals for actlon, several of which are
now covered by the War Refugee Board. By
way of round-up on what can be done and
what ls belng done, the other proposals are
discussed here. The first is that our “Immi-
gration laws should be administered so as
to place the fewest obstacles In the way of
refugees applying for entry” under quotas.
Blnce European quotas are not filled, the
profess of 1ssulng visas could be speeded by

on for post-arrival investigations
i aguinst spies. We trust that
e ¢ board is working to facilltate qu
| entrles.

The situation in regard to relaxation by

| the British of restrictlons on immigration to
| Palestine, urged by Mrs. Randall, was ex-
plained by Senator Barkley Tuesday night
in an address for the United Jewlsh Appeal.
He sald that final settiement of the Pales-
tine issue must awalt the peace, for “we
cannot ignore the solemn advice of our mill-
tary leaders, whom we hold responsible for
the winning of the war with speed and a
minimum loss of preclous lives.”

Finally, the pamphlet proposes & program
like that in Greece for feeding nationals
and refugees In Nazi-held territory. The
problem of sending food to stem the effects
of semi-starvation among the conguered
Allles s attended by the same anxiety and
intense wish for actlon as is the Jewish
problem. But it, too, must awalt the word
of military leaders.

The War Refugee Board Is the repository
of hope for timely action in behalf of the
Jews, We add our volee to that of the Jewish
community, and of mercy-loving men and
wol everywhere, approving and bagking
itz effor EAve as many from thesrmad-
ness of the Nazl as 15 humanly possible,

—
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April 20, 1944,

Nr, Isador lubin

The White House
Hl.lhl-‘ll‘h!l.. D, 0,
Dear Iube:

I cannot restrain the temptation to reiterate the
deep and incisive dmpression that I got in my conver=
sations with refugees who came out of the Balkmns and
with whom I talked in Istanbul om the subject of our
Great Proaident, The stricken people in the Balkans
have one and one hope enly, and that sy "Prosident
Hoosevelt", 1 heard this sgain and again, As I spoke
to the refugees, somehow they all seemed to know of
the Frosident's Order creating a War Refugee Board, and
that & ropresentetive was in Tarkey to save them, Some
of it wee embarrassing to me as they tried to thank me,
and I was only a privileged instrument of the Prosident’
Board, Apparently it wvas the one name on everyone's

people,

"Thank God for your Great Presidemt®, they kept saying
to me, "ihen is he sending the Americans to save usi"
"We lmow he will, He ig ouwr God,® Thie and similer
varintions are what I hward in o conctent refrain, If the
Frosident kmew about thie, I thimk 4% would meve him to
know that hls deeply founded humanitarisadsm is not lest
i the hearts of other countrymen, They feel it intultively
and actually, I suppose good thinge are somehow never lont,

Tou can imagine my sense of pride and responsibility
in finding thie manifestation to such an intense and acute
degree, I was proud but I also felt that it was about
five mimutes %o twelve and that thsas poople had to be
snatched quickly from the death hands of the Nazis and their
Satellites, One thing the President's Order and his
btroadeast 411 (we managed to have 1t repeated and
again in various languages through the Balkans,) It gave
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Immmlumhmtul story to the
press and %o some of the big tusiness opponents of our
President, I hope 1% falls on fertile soil, I don't know,

Again, let me thank you for your efforts in helping
me get over to Turkey, 1 shall mot forget it,

Taithfully yours,

:-Lm
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April 20, 1944,

Honor=ble Palix Fraonkfurter

Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States

Washington, D, G,

My dear Mr, Justicet

I have had an experience in Turkey relating to some
of our asute nroblems with lost people, which may interest
you, The Preeident's forging of the instrument of the
War Board end hies subsequent Statememt on the
gubject (vhich we managed to have repeatedly broadcast in
the various Balkan languages) has had an electric effoct
in 1lifting up the morale of those innoccent victims in
blighted areas, His name is on everyone's lips, He is
thuu MT.

In the 1ight of this, I bDellieve it would be nothing
short of a catastrophs,,aside from all other considerations,
if he were mot to contimme in office, To the people in the
Balicang with whom 1 talked, it would mean in effoat that
a hovering angel had withdrawn, I camnot express this too

strongly, My only fear is that it will sound exaggerated
and that 1% will not be understood in the terms with vhich

Mropoans look to him,

In their oyes, Churchill 4{s the "Empire Savior" bus
Roosevelt ie the "Human Savier®,
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Vhen I return to Washington I should like to ses
you == especlally to bell you of my conversations with
Ban and others, The situation in Palestine
is more deeply protlematic than it was, tut it is an
oasls,

With warn regards,

Cordlally yours,

I, A, Hirschmann
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WAR REFUGGEE BOARD TREASURY DEPT WASHN DC

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE HOLDING SESSION OF COMMEMORATION FOR

WARSAW HEROES OF FORTY THREE WEDNESDAY EVENING APRIL NINETEENTH

CARNEGIE HALL IT WOULD BE FINE IF YOU WOULD HMAKE YOUR FIRST

=

UBLIC APPEARANCE AT SUCH COMMERATION MEETING SPEAKING BRIEFLY

ABOUT WHAT CAN BE SAID IN THE HOPE OF 2Esmw® RESCUE

STANDARD FORM No. 14 A . TREASURY DEPARTMENT T—

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT

\

STEPHEN S WISE &0 WEST 6& 5T

MARCH 10, 126 WASHINGTON
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T A sSTEE s Faie— ST =TI
April 20, 1944,

STTPHEN 8, WISE
40 WEST 68%h STREET
WEW YORK, NPV YORK

REGRET INABILITY TO HAVE ATTENDED YOUR FINE )FETING OF WINETTNTH, AS TOU

WILL APPRECIATS 1 FAVE BERN DIMORSED HRE IR MAKING MY RFPORT TO BOARD

AND I LIAISON WITH STELIHARDT WAO IS WHOLTIWARTEDLY CAHRYING ON THE WORK ¥R
AFFTOTIONATE REGARDS,

cg.?&/;'-"'“’”“"l IRA RIRSCHMANY

V5T . dgelneidy

- —
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April 21, 1944,

Mrs, 8, J, Kelser
3609 Fairviev Avemue
Baltimore, Marylmmd
Dear Mres, Kslser:

Before leaving Washington Mr, Hirschmann
asiced me %o mail the emclosed to you, He sald
that 1% was typed by a refuges vho was nok
espscially adept in Fnglish and hopes you will
forgive the errors and erudity btut 1t gives
a general impression of his talk with Bem Gouriam,
which he thought -m would want to have,

Very truly youre,

P.5, There is also enclosed a copy of telegran
from Judah Magnes to Mr, Hirschmann,

Enclomures
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Mr, Fred Lasaruas, Jr,
Oolumtus, Ohlo,
Deayr Fred:

Thanks for your prompt reply to my telegram,
1 will get {n touch with Bod and Jack in Hew York.
1 have had something of a rugeed time o put 1t
mildly, BSomehow we hove managed to get mome people
thronsh and to set up some machinery with Aubassador
Steinhardt's help to keep them moving out of the
Balkans into security,

A lot of skuldugzery gzoes along with thie and
other things that I could only memtion whem I see
yon, I look forward to that eagerly,

¥With warm personal regards,

Ira
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I, A. HIRSCHMANN
/ April 22,
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To: Mr, Schasp . )¢

R

s

You have evinced such warm interest

in my efforts in Europe and Asla

that I am sending you, confidentially,
a copy of a memorandum which &
forwarded to Mr, Pehle,which

conveys information regardling
background material suppllied to

me by the Treasury Department's
representative in Algiers, ahd

which may be interesting to you.

e

I, 4., Hirsdmann
LY

’T‘:‘; & h“ W "r.._"-‘?
m? o Haur 1-;{.}*
70 S . e T s W ft<'7=»

S Ragsocins ?}fﬁt; an:u¢¥7.
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Fort lir, John §, Pehle, Executive Dirsctor
War Refugee Poard

This refers to my conversation of Thursday, April 13th, with
Lepsrs, Ackerman and Saxon in Alglers.

r, Ackerman askesd ne to report that he found himself in a
pogition where it was not possible for him to obtain information
whiech he considerad ssmential for the liar Refuges Board's
program from Dari, Italy and Yugntlavia, As he informed you

he appointed !Mr, Saxon an assooints under the iRR's ausploes

snd instructed him to proceed to Bari and to bring a report to
him on the situation in that area relutl to refugess 1n
Yugo“lavia, and the poseibilities of daveloping & program for i
the svaouation of refugess from YugoBlavia, On Honday, #pril 17,
I hended vou u sealed envelope contalning a mamorandum of &
proposed telegram from Hessrs. Ackerman and Baxon, (n Wednesday,
April 19, I sent you through your peoratary two memoranda from
H:.Hi:xnn, one of whish had oome from Fopovie, a repres:ntative
0 & 0,

Aokerman and Saxon asked me So inform you that in Harl, Saxon
had established contast direetly with the Tito organization °
through the help of: (&) Jos Hartin of the Assoclated Press,
sho "want all out® to help him, (b) Lt, Com, Young of the
088, Major Arnoldl and Ensign Bucinich (7)

In Bari, Saxon asserted, all governments are repregen ted

inoluding the enmigre governments, The matter of thelr relatlons /
with the Partisans is "questionable.” The situstion in Hari 1is
"badly organized" from our point of viaw, as 1t is eonecernad

. 1th a deep politioal question which has demlneated this situstion,

.okerman's firat steps were taken with CGeneral Devers who
referred the matter to Ceneral Caffey. Ackerman's efforts,

ar I understood 1%, were in connection with sending s repreasentative
of the WEE to Barl and winning the support of the U, 8, Army in
furthering the program of the /'8, Genaral Caffey reported to
sokerman and Saxon that the above-mentioned mibjeot was

rreacnted fﬂ!'llll{ to General iaitland-'ilson "in Cenarsl Caffey's
own way." General Caffay replied to .Ackermen to the affaot thsat
the program of refugees wan decldedly & seoondary matter and

that General Maitland-%1lson oould not subsoribe aotively to any
partioipation of the Beard's program »t this time,

Saxon asked me to further inform you that while the word *imerioca®
is nagle in Yugoflavia, the Partisans are bewlldered et our
failure to help them, Algo, the Partisens had never heard of

the President's arder orosting the ¥War Refugee board. Aaxon was
under the impression thut the nbove was the result of the
rolitical policy of the British and what he termed the "typleal

U, %, arny polioy." HSaxon recomm«nded that you obtaln from
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Seoretary Otimson the agreement to have "strong instruotiona®
sent to Alglers regarding the WRB'g authorized program,

faxon also requested mwe to inform you of the dellgacy of the entire
question of the U, 5, Government's relation with Tito and his
organizationy that Yashington in his opinion is not aware of

the snormous potantial posribilities at this time in cooperating
with the latter Yugoflavian intarests.

Saxon paked ma to relterate his recucst forg

1, A direct letter to the Partinan Iusnﬁl:riln dalegate at
Bari in whiech the WRB will supply 750,000 for re-sguipment
of wasanla in Darl and as evidonoce of the good faith of
the U, &, Government and the WHD,

2. The necessary documents teo General Devers from the
Secretary of the Trsasury authorizing him to releace
"50,000 to the Tito organization for ocperaticns wihin
tho Yugoilavian country. Saxcn termed this "good faith
money,” and roquested ma %o reilterate to you hls convietlon
that as a repult of his talks with the reprasentatives
of the Tito organization tha®t he 1s satiasfied that they
ars spinoere, e latter ig in apite of the oprlnions te
the ocontrary oxpressed by (enaral Caffey, who malntalne
that the Partisans "exaggerate and lie,

3. The memorandnm of Popovie which I deliver:d to you
through your meorstary requesting asalgtance is to be
followed by another manorandun from Fororic (Tito)
supplying prasticsl and conorete asnawars to questions
rut by Saxon te Forovia,

Baxon urged that the energies of your Board ba direcetad to.ard
eending a resoureeful and energetie repreaentative to Bari,

\Ee pogommended Jos DuBols,) This representativedto be invested
with authority in order that he aot "without explanaticns"
and to comuit the Bosrd In reasenable proporticns. Savon alsc
sssarted that the 087 will convey messages %o the Yar Refugee
Board through Algiers, Saxon eleo arked nme te inform you that!

(a) Spain 1a not %o be worked from ilcliers,

(b) Albania is passive and not impo-tent at this stage.

(e) He was ceonfident that you could seoure the necessary
funds and naterials te recondition the YugoSlavian
ships in the nort of Barl under Lend-lease,

(a) There were numbers of Partiman ships now in Barli under
the Itallan flag.

(e) Uolenel Kirkwood, whe ig head of the Diaplaced Persona
Sub-Commimelon of the ACC, would be perfeotly happy 1If
olviliane would be able te arrive in Italy end help,
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(f) ¥e should sdhere to our maln line and discontinus
fighting the "uasians in the Bplksny as we rre todey,

{g) Yalin of the Inter-Government Committes procseded to
fiarl pevernl weeksm ago and asserted that the ¥FB wer &
politieanl instrument since this 18 & proaldential
slpetion yoar, “Why dian't they give us the powsreT"

{h) Baxon wan improssed with the fact that ¥alin end hia
erganization could be useful in the postwer long=term ara,

(1) tur prestige in North ifrica umong the French =as
iwindling repldly and that OWI makes no efforts to
offset thn propagands through the French newapapera
whe daily publigh inforuntion regarding the lack
of delivery of supplios by tha British and U, 8,
Fovernments,

{3) Thers is & lack of perfeet oandor batween the rapro-
pantatives of the British ond U, &, Governments and
the repreosantatives of tha alleged French Governoent,

{k} Hurphy and Wilson desl exolusively =ith the Foyallict

Freneh who are all ilgerian, and that they asoura only
the eolorad opinions of tho “old guerd.”

I, &, Hirpchmann
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aswdnbul , Tur
March 20, 1944 e
/ﬁ - by oo, WM

Memorandum of Disoussion with Dr. Black

The real ruler in Bulgaria today is Beckerle, the German
Minister who 1s a scoundrel. Prince Oyril is not only sympathetis
to the Germans but 1s a German. He is the head of the board of
regentes having succeeded the King of Bulgaria. His position is
now untenable and he l1s trying to find a way out.

It is true that the situation regarding the Jewe haz eased
Just a bit sinece Gabroveky was ousted - he may come back, although
this 1e doubtful but the Jewleh population is in a catastrophie
ocondition. Thousands are now eating in soup kitchens and there is
not much in the soup. The bombing in Sofia, upon which we have no
offieial reports as yet, has not eaged mattera.

Dr. Black thinks that the representations made to Balabanoff,
Minister to Turkey, were well timed; that B. is now at a loss to
know how to help eaving his country and that his Government may
regard thie as a "siraw'. B. stands in well having been asppointed
to Paris at the beginning of the World War and now in this pivotel
position. Dr. Black feels thet thie is exactly the time to exert
pressure on B. and that it should reap rich rewards now. He believes
that the Russians will eventually succeed in arousing the population
to the point where they will overthrow the present Government. The
extent to which the Bulgarian pecple will permit themselves to be
dominated by the Russians is questionable.

Dr. Black referred to members of highly skilled medieal and
dental men and women coming out of Bulgaria who might be uaed
effectively at this time in war zones. These men and women agree
to offer their services in any seotor. I promised to take this
up in Washington.



April 22, 1944

Mr. John W. Pshle
Executive Direcior
"ar Refngee Board
Treasury Building
Vashington, D.0.

Daar Johnp

I had = eall today from Yr. Jabotinskl ssking
for an appeintment which I gave him, here on
the coming Monday, April 28th, Be informed me
that the ¥ar Departsent had approved his
priority, and tha% he wns leaving for Turiey
in a feow daye.

1 wish %0 go on regord as reasseriing that I am
of the opinion shat in prineiple it would be m
uuhrhmihllwothmh?urwnm;
time. My only reservaticn 1s, as expressed in

sffios, concermed with his capacities. If
he is & "genins” he may overcome the natural

« If he is not, he will caumse

smbarrassment and difficulties in the path of
your representative in Ankara, whoever he may be.

Copdially yours

I.A, Hirschmasn

rl
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Dear Johnt !
’ .
You nmwmmmrunm
nttu:'uﬂmu!m tions made

Hinie of Far ifaire by .
m ‘ﬁ{m :I.Eh reference %0

. Bt
the replacenent of the Turkish
Yatan.

Cordlially yours

i, A, Hirsehmann
tagh:iret Tige-Precidsnt
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TERRITORY OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JUNEAU

hpril 2h, 190h

Mr, Ira A, Hirschmann
3 East £5th Street
Hew York, N, Y.

Dear Ira:

Through the New York Times, which I read assiduously when
it arrives here from a week to ten days after publication, I
had already learned of your superlative work in the Near East,
I was not surprised. I knew that you would break bottlenecks
and cut red tape if brealking and cutting them were within the
bounds of possibility. I am sure that your getting theme re-
sults, where for years there has been nothing but talk, stall-
ing and waste motion, will be universally appreclated.

How I have your letter of March 1l from Ankara, which, as
you see, has taken L0 days to arrive here.

I suspect that by this time you are back in the United
States, so I am sending this letter to your home address., Let
me know what your plane arae, vhether you expect to go badk to
Europe shortly or whether you will ba here for a while.

Meanwhile, warmest congratulations on what you have suc-
ceaded in doing.

Cordially yours,

Crad

Ernest Gruening '
Governor of Alaska



OFFICE OF
I A. HIRSCHMANN

) April 25,1944

Dear Mr, Browning!
Mr., Hirschmann would greatly

appreciate your seeing this through
to the Ambassador for him,

Mgny thanks,
finoeraly

Becretary
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Bloolingﬂnlﬁ'l
New York 22, N, Y,

His Exoellency, Ambassador Laurence A, Steinhardt
o/o Chief ﬂliling Beotion
Department of BState

via Ankara

Alr Mall Pouch

Dear Mr, Ambagsadori

It was indeed thoughtful of you to write to me so warmly
and so preomptly aer you did on April 8th, From the meveral
newapaper clippinge enclosed you will gather with what
interest and enthusiasm I was greeted.

The press releases werce entirely in the hands of the War
Hefuiaa Board, I remained incommunicddo for a few days

until I could have a joint conference called by lir. Fehle

in his of fice. In my story I tried to thepw the burden

of the tale to Presildent Roosevelt, to you, and the War

Refugee Doard. It did not alwaye turn out that way, knowing
newepapars as we do, The question of free ports in the

U, 8, that Mr, Pshle uantbnneﬁ was snatched at by the reporters
as firet-page news. The “card intends to exploit this further.
You will reeall my mentioning it in your offlice as a possible
vital lssue.

1 found the men at the War Refugee Board as I had suspected,
young, dynamic, bold, clear and a bit brash, But they are
affirmative and on the way toward accomplishments. What
you did in Turkey with my help 1s the only concrete result
today as I see 1t, although they have been snergetic and I
belleve are moving into new territorles with intellirence-
and posslble effectiveneas,

I wish you could héar the storis about you and your work from
others. After all, that will be the test, I Euurad my heart
out on this subject, only in justice to you. I think when
you return to the U, 8, you will find that the appreciation
for your profound efforte will be understcod and that there
will be a new connotatlon to your name, which 18 only as 1t
ghould be,

Ubviocusly there was and will be much pressure to retaln me
in this work, They want me to go back to Turkey. !y firm
here has been extraordinarily conslderate and generous -

they alsc are going %o put up a fight for me to #ay. That is
the situation teday as I sit here on a bleak Monday morning.
My inclination is to return and finish tha job. I miss you,
your driving energy and inclslve activity, and I enjoy more
the possibility of salvaging human beings thsn remnants in
the basement, although there 1s a terrific potential in my
radio plans and others which I will speak with you about when
I ges you, which I hope will be soon,
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The trip home was a little on the rugged slde as you may
well ghess, but it was speedy. Varm regards to you and
Dulecie, anﬁ thanks for your prompt intercession in the
matter of the Eberts. Perhaps Dulcie will find a moment to
call them if she wishes. They are such lovely and charming

company . Everybud{ here is speaking of you in enthuslastiec
terms and this letter is a mere echo.

Agaln with thankes for all your kindness,

Balthfully yours

iahiret I. A, Hirechmann

P.8. This is only she first story that will appear in
P .M, Max Lerner insisted on treating it fully
instead of in terms of one personality, which I
think you can understand. But I am going to have
more done where you are concerned., The Jewish press

ig in hand, This will take a little time, but I
will see it through.



ipril 86, 1844

My, John . Pehla

tive [Mrector
Refuree Dourd

freasury Fullding
Wgrhington 26, U, C,

John:

I was in Turkay sbout slx weeks ago I

a telagran fron Horey Soherman, Fresident
the Book of the Month Club, who is & friend
mine, agking 1f I would anesk at a dinner
f the !'trehrr-m.- miverelty on my return. !y
lendship with Dim wan puoh thet L felt I

14 not refune, and at that “ime did not
aider sny nolioy which would require parnisaion
o spea¥, 'y inpresaicn from your telegrams
Anksra irdiceted thnt you weras sager to

e favorable publieity bafore and after oy
eturn. I kave triad to wmork to that end.

wiaw of our unterstanding and the faot
t thepe Invita'lonn hav: slrsady been aent
1'= ofri1d shers ig nothine wa oan do
mbent 1t Lut %o o cheal with it., I asslre
eu I havie no (e=sire %o nake thia apeech, or
rther, gt I am more exhaunted thatm i
m toll. (I an now cetting sonething of a
rppotion from the intansity of the return trin,
Bto, and hope To @0 AWAY for a f'aw days to
1 myself together,)

will be glad to send you a cony of my
propoacd talk at this dinner for approwl
in 'I'-iﬁ'n'.ngtnn, or to prasent anyth'ng whiah you

e .wo
-n-‘:f John'W, Pghls
fpril 26, 1944

and the boys wigh me to f

aspured that 1t will a1l hnﬁ’n:l:ﬁa;a:tb:h
:En%::::g:rwﬁt of tha ‘ar 'esfuges ﬂt'.:rr-dao
.'-.rlrlinnunun.h1: “Df:‘tﬂ'.ﬂnﬂmﬂ ant Atainhardt's

With 'I"og.f] “1“1‘"'

vordielly yours

lahiret I. Ay Wirachmann

Yicae realdant

enc. letter of invitation to dinner
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John Pehle

L
I think it wowld be deslrable 1if
a latter was sent by you to
some big mogul of the International
Aed Cross commending the productive
efforts of Mp, Gilbert Simeonde,
Ankara representative of the
Internattonal Fed Cross.

He has been a tower of etrength
to me and can continue to be Bo,
I think he deserves commendation
from his leadera,.

Gordlally yours




My, John ¥, Pehle
Var lLefugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington 256, D. C,

Dear John:

I am enolosing & paraphrased copy of a telegram
to the Secretary of 2tate from Ambassador
Steinhardt regarding my proposed return to Turkey.
I presume you already have this. As I indlocated
to you last week when we met I suepected that
Stelnhardt was of the oplnion clearly indieated

in the enolosed telegram, From the point of view
of the Yar Hufus:: Board's program and my abllity
to funotion in key, 1 belleve it essential

that this matter be oleared with Steinhardt either
through you, or the Seeretary of the Tressury,

or the Beoretary of 5tate, before any further
plans are considered, From our telephone conversa-
tion today I understood that you would somshow
clear the matter,

Aslde from the above, 1 wiegh to confirm to you
our arrangement under which my company is willing
to yrant ma 1,000, a month during my leave of
abeence for the War Refugee Board for a period

of three months, ahd not to exceed six months.

As I undefstand it, the War Refugee Board »1ll
pay me 71,600, a moAith in addition to the above
for the same period, which I will require in
addition to my expenses.

It is also essential that I have a definite
commitment aseur!ng my return within three months



Wrﬂ_mnmmnmm

—a e & = ek

May 11, 1944

of ny departure, unless I then consent te & further
stay not to exoeed three months additional,
predieated on the need of the assignment, which

as I understand 1t you will leave to mny Judgment,
hs mattera now stand, I cannot undertake the trip
without aspurance of this return as planned.

Do let me hear that this is satisfactory.

My health is a 1ittle on the ragred side and

I do not went to leave for such a trip and assign-
ment handioapped by 1llnemss or a run-down condition,
Until I get olear with my dootor I will not leave.
Otherwise I ocan plan to depart in the early part

of June Af that is satisfactory with you,

It may be not unwige now té begin wébrk on the
things thet I #1ll require, that 1s, the diplo-
matic passport, priority "£, telegram to
Steinhardt, eto, You will know best asbout this.

I expeot to come to Washington a number of days
before I leave to work out plans and olear up
some things with you and the boys. I am suras you
will agree that _.at is essentlal,

#ith warm personal regards, I am

Cordially yours

iahirat I, A, Hirsohmann

P.8, 1 hope you haven't forgotten our little
talk about the Pregldent, Perhapa the
Secratary of the Treasury would be
inter-sted in arranging this even 1f 1t
were a brief moment. I think you will
understand that 1t would sive me a lot
more bagking in scme of the things I hope
to do and plaées I hope to be able to
braeak thrnhghi Juat to be able to say that

on :z return I apoke and "reported" also
to e Presldent,
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May 22, 1944

Mr, Jacob Rosenheim,
Fresident, Agudas Ierasl
VWorld Organizst ion,
226 Yect 9Tth Street,
New Tork 25, New Tork,

Dear Mr, Rosenhelimi

Trom my discussions here I am convinced that
it would be unwise for your organization to transmit
at this time the $200,000 requested in the telegram
of Oriffel, Kastnor and Klahrmamn, There may be some
nev developments in the situation of which we are
not aware, Since I am definitely planning to go back
to Turkey at the first opportunity, I would recommend
that yon take no action on the matter at this time,

Cordially yours,

I, A, HEirschmann

IANM  ~achoannirTo
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or oF Tvk F
;s 238 WEST 87TH STREET
My 17th,1944 W YORK 28, M. Y.

Mr, Ira Hirsohman

¢/o Bloominpdale's

Laxington Avenus snd 68th Stroet
Tew York Clity

Dear ir. Hirschman:

s have ressived tha following cabla from cur reprosentatives
in Istanbul through the State Department:

"You ara informed that sea-transports started successfully.
In the last five weeks abrut a thousand peraons wikth mup
help; thers is sesn a possibility of enlar;amant. For this
purpose we neod $200,700.- slottmant, action is crucial in
the nixt montha 4o onsurs continuation of this sea-trnns port.
You are asked to plsase send this amount in froa Swisa surren-
oy at our diapossl.
(=ipnod JJacob Griffal
ludwip Kastnar
Klahrman"

1 ghruld be axtrsmoly pratsful If you would pive ma your opninion conecerming
the comtants of this cabla, First of all, T should 1i*a to know whether
the pargens rofarrad te in the oabla are sxclusively Rwmnisn Jaws or
~tathar also proups of Hungarien Jows —ay be abls to sscape to Fu=arla and
from thars to Lurkey.

I underatand tha' tha Americsn Jeint Distribution Cem-lttes has ccnaiderable
finangin] mesan= in Istanbul and T mm not quite clsar for which resson Y.
Griffel nasds apacinl funds for his action.

Thapking you in anticination for weour ki

reply, 1 1

fﬁity‘u‘lly,

ACOR ROGSHUEIM
Preaaidant

¥

JH: TE {‘
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Blr mail

Vay 26, 1044

Mpr, John ¥, Pehle
Yar Nafugee DNoard
Treaoury Building
Yaxhington 25, D, O,

Dear John:

Yegterduy vhen 1 saw Mrs, Shirloy at the
Fassport Offilce nhe ntated that it waa

her imvreseion that I would be returning
through <he Tong aonthern routs, which
woull mreclule the opportunity for meeting
the bove in Algiers and doing aomne
migsicnary work thare for the Boord.

It moy be thet you will want to have
somgons cheak on this, and 1f rosaible

to have ne routed through N Afriea.
Thia would be desirable anyhow as it will
cut the trip shorter, and I will get to
fnkera sooner, Also, I believe that
reople returning to the fAtates édre coning
through the North /friean route, and thils
nay be important to check ac that "teinhardt
ent I onn meet in the event that he and

I ara noving in onpoe*te directions at the
aame tima, Will you let me know -hat, AT
Emfthtnr;, can be done gbont this?

I think 1t would be A graclons gasturse
if you could muna?n to get a letter from
Stettiniug or Hull for the membera of the

Bloomingdale Board for their ceoneration in |

HJtm
rs John ¥,
Hay EH. 1“45'}11“

1'1““ ma tha f

* flrgt

Fuch's Tontin THI%,an 10 aaay
in the '3 Jesting whioh ia ¢

2 I'1ret week in J 0 be hela

have Leen e

nonld be gd  thila, The
Pt e T b ks o e,
.y o,

r ﬂ:lllﬂiq e Lal
Hl v Glokle T

and an AlTENE I o - yﬂﬂqﬁmm? Az tarno
- ‘BINE Y0 ree hin in e ?"o:;l on
lth gooa irheg

®

Cordleliy ¥Yranurs
lsh :pat

I- dig Hip“wm



-
o

-

mmmnmmnmm

May 26, 1944

Mre., Sare Fricdiman, Fresldent
“he Palestine Lighthouse, inc.
#1009 Broadway

Wew York 23, N.Y.

Teer Mra, Friedmant

on my return from Vashirgles I find
your letter and I em touched DYy lie
contents. It 1: now Indeed under-
standable liow you are the eya and
gpirit of the Lirshthouseé. "ne of the
moet satisfyins rezulty o>f ay recent
affortas 1n the intereai of our peonle
has been the new relationshipa which
it has helped me to eatsblish., T
have met mome of the moat wondarful
people 1n the world and I an 1nclined
to think that you belong tc that
lonely eirele. Aprarently nothing
good 1e ever 1o07%.

20, don't glve mootoo wuch credit. I
can azsure you that T gained more than
I was able to give. lio one can ever
take away the inner spirituzi 1ieht .
from geeins thinze 1llumined by Sruth
and love. fou of all paople =hould
know this from your profound experience
and eontribution.

1 expect tc return to Ankare very
goon and I promice you that when I
stop in Jeruealem I rhall vislt
the Jewlsh 41ind Institute =itur
which I shnll write %o you oy
impreasiona.

foxlally

1A rachmann
igh:be Yice I'recldent

copy of this letter
and original from Mrs. Friedman
gent to Mrs. S.J. Kelger
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BLOOMINGDALE'S
NEW YORK

10 22 N.Y.
r’l%w

]

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

May 26, 1944

Mre. S.J. Kelser
3609 Falrview Avenue
Baltimore, Md.

Dear Mrs. Kelser:

Mr. Hirschmann asked me to wrlte
to you and send you the enclosed
correspondence. It followed the
gpeech he gave on the day he saw
you. Perhaps you will return 1t
to him at your convenience.

He will wrlte to you 1n person
shortly.

Sincerely yours

NN
&.— 5 I%’/L“*“-—iuw"\\}
Secretary to

enc. I.A. Hirschmann
Vice President



Palestine
Leighthouse, Tnc.

AID FOR THE BLIND IN PALESTINE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

JEWISH BLIMD IMSTITUTE, JERUSALEM

The Oaly Home — Schosl — Worlihep
Cammunity Center in the Mear Eart
and Europa for the Jewith Blind.

=
cak
ol %
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May 19, 1944

Mr. I.A.Hirschmann
Bloomingdale 's

59 Street

New York City

Dear Mr. Hlraschmann i

Eafore the Annual Luncheon passes into anclent history,
we want you to know how much we appreclate your prasence
at our gatherlng on May 16th, 1944 at Hotel Flaza.

fheses war days nave sharpened patrlotlsm. It is good to
meet & new depsndales leader. And NEW3 - elsctrifying and
exhllarating that our great Presldent has glven the
unfortunate & champion of thelr ownl! From your message to
us last lussday, there was born a senss of over-riding
faith in the ultlmate conquest of good over svill We need
such heallng escape from these moments of horror. A4s you
talikea to us, heavy-hearted Amerlcan men and woman, you wers
sctively continuing youw mlssion, for we are sll part of
the terrible tragedy through tles of kinship. You perform-
ad the mirascls of giving us new gleams of hope, and to our
ocecasion significance end inspiration for the promise of &
better future.

On your next trip gbroad, we sincerely hope there may ba an
opportunity for a vislt to our Institutlon, called in
Jerusalam, "Jewish Blind Institute". As you know, we alm
to enlarges our Center with new bulldings: te lncrease our
ussfulness for the sightless. For those in the Near and
ii1ddle East snd for such European blind as can reach us.

We thunk you sgaln for your stimulating meassage.

"Our hearts, our hopes, are all wich thee,
Our nesurts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears,
Qur faith triumphant o'er our fears, are all
with thea - 8ll with thaql”

A

- Fresident

EXECUTIVE OFFICE: 2109 BROADWAY. NEW YORK 23, M. Y. - Phenes: TRafslaar 7-bbb0—S5Urawshanns T-3300
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May 27, 1044

alr mail

The m 1etter i for your information
- and thet Il Yir. Katekl, o

Hy opinion 15 Shat any repommendation with

r to thin apparaently confused situation
these Jawish Resous e8 ghould

remain atitus until Katekl or I arrive

in Ankara, and X am writing to iir, Vosenhelm

accord +« Perhaps yon would like to

(write to also,

Cordially yours

iahiret Yoy kel H1rsehmann




I am not familiar with the train schedules
Wt it asens to me that I should be

able to s Oinoinnati either Monday
night or Tuesdar morning in time

to put me in Coluwbus by noon on Tuesday
the 8sh, I will lat you know definitely
from ul.lnlnnnu,

Needless to say, I look forward to tho
plunr.duoiwymmﬂmﬂu
‘assoolates.

Gordlally yours

iah:ret I. h, Firschmann
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THE F. & R.Lazarus % Co.

CoLuMBUS, OHID
kny 29th,
EXECUTIVE OFFICES L9 4L L g

Mr. lre Hirschmsn
Bloomingdsle's
Kew Tork, BisYs

Desr lra:

It was nice to heur from you and we are counting '
on you being here June 6th. 1 just heve a feeline the
Government is going to give you & little sdditjonal time
before sscing you to leave the country - thut is temporarily.

The mesting that we hold 1s for our United Jewlsh
Fund which means ralsing monoy for quite o eollection of
apencies but prineipslly for the United Jewish Appesl vhich
you knes includes the Joint Distribution Comeittee, United
Palostine appesl and the Hatlonsl Refugee Scrvice. e
mather, st this meeting, men who represent about TO0° of our
contributions and the plan hes boen very suscessful over n
period of years. They will be more than interested to hear
of your experdsnce, 1 know, snd 1 sm sure the result of your
vizit here will be mighty beneficial to say nothing of Lhe
pleasure of having you with us.

1 did talkx to Jim Schoff ot hestchester about your
coming here and he was fully ngreed, so I think thst is
clear all right.

1 note in your plans thst you misht be going to
Cincinnati the day before. Thob will work out perfestly all
rizht but we would 1ike to heve you be in Columbus by neon—
time of the 6th or, of course, any time previous to that.

S0 when wou hove sade definlte plans jJusl let me know.

Rindost repards.

Sincarcly yours,

£3

W

Simon Lazarus
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June 2, 1944

L1

Dear Mige Okuni

In acoordance with our telephone
conversation today I am herewith

[ ] to you via registered mall
the ma ipl for whi asked
in your letter of June lst,

Best wiches,

Sapretary
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Juna 1, 1944
Misse Ruth Trainor } :
Secretary to Mr, Hirschmann | (5L
Executive Offices |t

Bloomingdale Brothers Inc, |
59th & Lexington Avenue
Hew York, New York

Deer Miss Trainor:

Would you be good enough to go through all of Mr, Hirschmann's
Wer Refugee Board material end see if you can find about 50
nimeographed sheets beginning with "VI D, SWITZERLAND through VII C¥,
This metter ie highly confidential in nature and belongs in a book
which we are getting up for Mr, Hirschmann's use, On April 15th
Mr, Hirschmann was charged with receiving this materizl and somehow
this particular section has disappeared, I heve made a complete
gearch for theee pages here and thought that possibly by mistake
this matter might be with some of the other things Mr, Hirschmann
took back to New York with him,

A further deseription of the material is as follows:

Each of the mimeographed sheets 1s preceded by a green sheet
with a tab on it, The tabs are listed below:

YI D, Poland to Eungary (UOR)
SWITZERLAND

Poland to Hungary (JLC)
Abandeoned Children

Cgzech,
JDC Operations
Horweglans
WJC Operatlons
vi T,
France and Italy (IRRC) OTHFR RESCUE MEANS
France (SECE)
Rab Passporte
Vi E, Torl, Citzen,
QTHER EVACUATION TI G,
Temp, Havens
V1 E,
PEEM, EESETTLEMENT
Yili.

COOP, OTHER AGENCIES

Pleage let me hesr from you as soon as possible, Thank you
very muach,

Sincerely,

Eose Okun
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June 9, 1944

Toé Mp, Joha W. Pehle

I think that this was put on
my désk in error.

X bave kept the oopy for wmy
ovn files, on the assumpsion
that I.th:l or w1l be

telegraphed %o Ankara,
2.A. Hipechmann

:’i John '; Pehle
Treamuyy K
'Immﬂ" Qs
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GANLE 79 ANBASSADOR SWRNNAXDY, ANEANA, TUNKSY, FAON THS VAR REFUGHE BOARD

Plesse refer to pour Bo, 991 of Jume firet.

Suggestion of the feeretary Oeneral of the Foreign Office sppears
eatirely reascuable,

The Beard fesls striagly that differsnces of opiaien detwaen private
refages srgaaisations must not (repsat net) in may way interfere vith the
mlﬂﬂnﬂumm:n—hh—hndnl-uh“
territery, It Le our sarneet hops that the Hmbasny and Mr, Hirschuann will
e able to soerdinate and supervise all rescus sstivities in Turkay %o the
-tmhmlhl-ﬂﬂnurm-n-ﬂun--h-lh
sost offestive sontridulion %o Whe oversll progres, avelding wanseessary
duplisntion of sativity, ste. Assordingly, the Beard will e gulded by the
recommeddations of the Embagey snd My, Sirechmamn,

 This 1s Yar Nefuges Doard Gable %o Ankara Fo. _______

ik = b/8/Wh
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Ankara, July 26, 1944
Dear Jims

I had hoped to write to you before this bui after arriving in
Ankers I was immedintely dispatched back to Cairo, landed in the
dessrt and laid low by & blood disease which delayed my efforts.
How I am back in my stride which, according to the tempo in this
ancient part of the world in coatrast to New York, is practically
in reverse. I never knmew I could walk bsckwards at such a rate
and that there were so many dead-end streets in the entire world,
Every time I seem to find & solution to & momentary problem I run
into one of these. I am convinced that they are bullt over night.

This is not in the nature of a complaint or extenuation but
only a desire to indicate that our methods and techniques are pretty
useless out this way. I should have taken lessons im indirection
and waiting around with the patience of Job. From whiat you know
of my temperament you can imagine how well I am succeeding in these
respects.

Altogether, however, I am convinced that your advice was sound.
I would have been truly derelict in my duty not to have returned
here at the request of the Government Lo mtitempt to finish so essential
& job that had been started by me. The loose ends were all over the
place (not referring to Turkish women), and from my experience here
and happy association with Ambassador Steinhardt I should be in a better
position to accomplish something thean someone coming in fresh. (You
only come in that way.) The results to date are rather pitiful in
comparison to the neced, und the efforts Lo break the dead-lock are
at this stage pretty discouraging. But I hope to be able to report
better results at a later time. You can understund that I must write
in a general way.

As the political situation in the Blakans boils everything becumes
more complex and the crises develop by the minute. We have them for
lunch and to date they huve not served he digestive process well. Or
perhups that was the putrid eggs. I mlss everyone back in the States
and the fun I was having in the job. It seemed to me that things were
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really getting golng, snd 1 speak of Hloomingdale's even way out here
with & real sense of pride.

Hegarding my stay out here, according to the progress or lasck of
it to date it looks as if I shall be needed here au least several more
months, but I shall let you know definitely about that as soon as
Ambassador Steinhardt returns, which we expect should be in the middle
or latter part of August. If you need me in any emergency of course I
know where my first responsibility lies.

Through the poush (see Miss Irainory it is possible for me to
receive & latter within three weeks and [ should be grateful to hear
from you. I hope you received & copy of my report on F. M. sad Tele-
vision, and I shall be interested in any comments regarding it as I
had hoped to read it to you for your criticism and corrections before
I left, but as you know Lhat was not possible. I see in these two
subsidiaries real possibilitlies for the expansion of the presentation
methods of the business in addition to meking them profitable ventures.

I should be grateful if you would convey my hearty regards to all
the members of the Operating Bosrd and my other associates in the store
whom I miss, It goes without saying, of course, that I send warm regards
to Mr. Schaap, Mr. Rothschild and to you.

Faithfully yours,

I. A. Hirschmanm

Mr. James Schoff, President
Eloomingdale Bros, Inc.
59th and Lexington Avenue
New York City
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Istanbul, August 11, 1944
Dear Mr. Rothschild:

I hope you will forgive my tardiness in writing to
you, but as you may have heard I was taken down with an
illness on my arrival here, and have since been virtually
commiting between Calro, Ankara and Istanbul, To refer
again to the assignment here in terms of its complexity
may sound ldke en old refrain, It is, however, & different
variety from that which I encountered in my last efforts
here, which contributes an element of novelty and new
experlience but subtracts in no wey from the burdens end
the discourazements from day to day, You are aware, I am
sure, from the rapldly changing political situation in this
part of the world, that its effect on our pmgblem is one
which reflects itself In"a erisie 2 day" and new situations
which require a combination of sceptieism and iron nerves.
I regret that I do not possess them,

You have probably read of the sinking, by torpedo
(as reported), of one of the three Turkish boats that left
Rumania with numbers of refugees, It has been a heart=
breaking experience all around; the kind that one will
remember in his old ages There 1s & serious question whether
our entire program may not be materislly interrupted, if not
shut off, but we are determined to go ahead with our plans
to rescue as many people as we can from the Nagi grip in
spite of the tragedy. The day before yesterday I saw a
number of children, mostly orphans, who arrived safely on
the first boat, depart on the train, It was a touching sight,
The idea of seeing these in the flesh (such as there 18 left)
and the realization that they will be free to become ocitizens
of the world again, 1s worth many times our modest efforts
end inconvenlences, They were singing as the trainm pulled
out and there was a quality of fervour in their voices whieh
I have not heard before in any speech, sound or musie., All
of this 1s a sharp experience,
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You know that it is not possible to write very

much about the details of this work, especially with the
political pot bolling &s it 1s here. Ve are endeavoring
to capitalize on the new situation as it 1s developing

end to do so quickly on the spot, especlally in Bulgaria,
It 18 for this reason that I am more than ever grateful

to you for your generosity in permitting me to be here

to funetion where it 1s really needed, There is no question
of the latter point, and I would have indeed been derellct
hed I not sccepted the invitation of the Government and
taken sdvantage of your kindness,

The fact that the only haven in this part of the world
1s Palestine, wlth itz edvantages and drawbecks, has led .
me to introduce efforts with some Governments to reconstitute
and rehabilitate the minorities in their very own countries,
upon which pro.rem I am now workinge. I think you will egree
that it i1s sounder and more useful to help arrange, if
possible, to reesteblish citlzens in thelr owmn countries
where they can be given back their honor, dignity and ability
to sustain themselves, rather than transplant them into
strange lands with ell of the hardshlps, wrenches and unheppy
aftermaths, Agein, the Government aunpinol give me the broad
opportunity to help accamplish thies on & high level, and I am
{nordinately grateful for the unequivocal support which I
am gebting from Washington. I shall not forget this,

The work on this trip 1s progressing even more slowly
than heretofore for reasons beyond reach, I had hoped to
conclude & solid part of it in at least three months, but it
looks as if this will not be possible at this writing, You
can be assured that I am more eager than anyone to return
to my home and Job, but I shall not leave the ship this time
until it seems more safely in port, especially since lir,Schoff
and you have given me six months' letitude, I am fortunate
to have a good assistant whom I am training to take over when
I leave, but it looks as if that will not be for several
monthe yet, unless, of course, unforseen favorable events
cocur =- God willingi

I miss my assocletes and work at the store, end also my
absorbing efforts in connection with Muncipal Television, Ine.,
which I hope to take up with vigor om my return,
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In thlis econnection, I trust that my report to ths
Federated Directors on electronics was adequate, I
dictated the last part of 1t on the run as I was getting
the plane for Ankera, If you care to send me eny commente
regarding it, or anything else of interest here, I should
be gratefuly My secretary can errange for & letter
confidentially to go through the pouch in Washington.

Falthfully yours,

I. A, Hirschmann

lr, Walter Hothsehild, Fresident
Abraham & k:'-trl.‘l.‘l.l. Inﬂ-.
Brooklyn, New York

IAH:VH
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Istanbul, August 11, 1944
Dear Lube:

I don't know whether you have had a chance to read
any of my telegrams which would indicate the efforts being
made here, but the progrese to date is pitifully slow,
Lerge-scale movements of refugees seem delayed for reasons
beyond our reach, especielly in view of the rapld fire
political developments occuring in this section, The latter
seem 80 encouraging from the long polint of view that we
try to see a compensation for our discouragement in a
complote emancipation of all minorities in a relatively
shorter time, Getting a bird's eye view of the Balkan
bolling pot from here is not uninteresting, to say the least,

Ag I wrlte, the passengoers of the Ilrsph of a trio of
lurkish boats {rom Constanza are en route by rall from
Istanbul to Palestine, Thils group cemprises about Z10
refugecs who had been walting over a year for rescue, among
whom are s number of the Trananistrlan chlldren we were
able to salvage last Marech, In a way, it is heartening to
sea these chlldren, for they will know the true meaning
of liberty in thelr new 1lifej in another way, an actual
vicw of these little souls merching along with their skimny
little legs supporting distended bellies and their aged and
lined faces 1s a pleture that remains yraven, (and these
are the ones who are saved).

In the meanwhile we have had the overwhelmingly tregle
news of the sinking of the 5, 5, lleflura in Turkish wvaters,
on the Black Sea, (If ever a sea was well named thle is it).
1 cannot describe the desporate efforts which we made towards
rescue snd our sadness from this 1ll-fated effort, tYere
were human beings who finally, after years of waltling, had
manazed to escape the stecl grip of the Nazis, which wase
gubstituted for steel explosives 1in & reging storm on the

Bluck Sea, Fortunately, this was the smaller of the boats
and there were fewer children on 1t than on the others.
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For a while we debated whether to go on with our
rescus efforts, snd have determined to do so with even
more zeal, The incident has re-enforced the position
which I had been developing to attempt to press the
satellite Governments in their present malleable political
frame of mind to ameliorate the conditions of thelr Jewish
citizens in their own countries rather than to ship them
out, I am making strong representations to the Bulgarien
Government to revoke, absolutely end without delay, the
two outrageous anti-Jewish laws which have reduced the
Jewlsh population to economlie parishs., Ifwe cen reestablish
and rehablilitate these Bulgariesn citizens in their own land
as human beings with their entitled share of opportunity
and dignity, it will be sounder than transplanting most of
them into strenge lands,

Dr, Magnes and Mr, Kaplan were here & month or so 8go
and were enormously helpful, Magnes 1s a grend human being.
I expect to visit FPalestine after Ambassador Steinhardt
returns and hope to bring you back some encouraging news and
momentose I hope you had an opportunity to visit with
Steinhardt, He 1s certainly a remarkable fellow, and &
stalwart friend of our people.

The seattered news which we are only able to recelve
here regarding the political eituation in Washington 1s
encouraginz, The organization which you ment ioned seems to
be securing more concrete results than I had believed posasible,
and I have & suspicion that a big part of 1t is to your
credit, When I return, which should be in about two months,
I hope you will find a place for me to plunge into the campaign.
I shall not be satisfied until I do, for I consider it the
great issue of the moment and I want to contribute my small
part, FPlease glve some thought to this,.

The very idea of the President's not being reelected
18 not considered even remotely possible in these parts.
Again I say that any devel nt whieh would interfere with
his ineviteble election would amount to mothing ghort of an
international cetastrophe and would serve as the greatest
boon to Hitler's progress that the American people could
contribute., I doubt if they want to do this.
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in thanks for your kindness and your help to me,
and with affectionate regards,

Cordielly,

I, A, Hirschmann

F.S. I have intended to visit Palestine before this and

to personally urge upon Pinkerton his assistance in opening
the doors to Bob Nathan and his assoclates, I have writtem
to him, requesting theat he do all that is possible to
assist them,

Isador Lubin, Esquire
The White House
Washington, D. Cs
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NnY[370 ABY0"3YIIRT
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

Jerusalem Bl.VIIL.44

wr. Irs Hirschaann
War Hefugee Board
o/o American kabassy . \
Ankaras > il

Dear Mr. Hirschmsmn,

I am back from my two weeks' holidsy which my wife and I enjoyed
immansaly.

Lot me thank you for your letters of August 7, recbived 20th, snd
Augunst lath, 15th, 16th, received here on the 27th, and August 22nd, which wsa
handed to me on the 29th. I have not vet seen 3zynd inssmuch ma he arrived
whils we were atill awny and he is now st his kibbutz wherem unfortunstsly his
wifo is lald up. e expacts to be in Ysrusalem next week.

I am excesdingly happy to read what you have written sbout your relstions
with kr. Fessmenn. Ypou will increcsingly find him s most relisble sod competent
mf .

This week the dlspatches brought the good newa thet ths Bulgarisn
sovermment hsd rescinded the two maln laws of ita snti-Jewish leglslation. 1
happan to be smong those who know what & leading and decisive part you hed in this;
und your whole trip here casn be regarded ss entirely worth while i1 for nothing
elsa than for that.

e Tollow the pews about the iusaisn sdvance Lresthlesely, wnd were it
not for the uncerteinty concerning the Jews one would want to throw up one's hat
and chesr satch time tha Hussisns move further on. I presums that the Jows in those
perts of Houmanim which are cocupied quickly by the iussisns will be gaved. Whst
will heppen to the othera in such psrts ss the “ermsns will heve time to turn on im
tham in? The Jews of Dulgaris sre,; L suppose, in the best position of mll. would
it not be possible for Jews from Houmanis snd, whet is of most importsoce, from
Hpngary, to get inte Hulgsria? Finally, snd most important, wost will be the fate
af tha Jewa of :Iiu.mryT [oubtless before the “ermane and ths Hunesrison sre
defested there will be great battles in end around Hungary; snd with the war
apresding nesrer to the Relch in the west, the chance of any oxit, le¢t alone esxodus
of Jews from Hungary seesas to become amaller. [oubtles: the next few weeks will
olarify this whole situstion. But msanwhile ...

I hava cablad to kr, Fessmsnn asking if he can canvess the pomsibility
of a JIC representative golog into those parts of Roumsnis mmd es sre Libersted,
snd into bulgaris es well. The sussiana, you may know, heve refused permission to
any repreassntative of soy privete relief orgenisstion to gom into those purta of
“upsle where the Folish refugecs are gethered. but the situstion in Houmanis is
after sll different. The Jews there sre not refugees from m country such ms Poland
concerning which the Hussisns have plans of thelr own. At any rmte the terms
offered to Noumsnis by the Hussisns would geem to ahow that the situstion in
doumsnis wes cifferent from thet in foland as far ss the -ussisns were concernad.

(<95 T
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L wes interested in what Joe Levy seid sbout the pentleman who mesnwhile has
W‘-' arrived in Turkey. [ sm sure thet he hss many good quslities snd I know you will
- do your best to evoke them end work with him ue mueh &8 may be necessary.

L wonder when the Ambassasdor is expected to weturn. [ ask foer two reasons,
fi-st becsuse he said he would stop here on his way beck, snd second becsuse than
you will have the opportunity of coming here. e are looking [orwerd to both
evants.

I saw liss “zold yesterdsy and gave her your greetings, and she wes very glad

to have them. &She is on the road to recovery but it will teke some time before
she regains Ler full strength.

Ian  wak MW}_%W r*-uy»n-l-;,

Slincarely youras,

L. Magnea
JiM/1]
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Istanbul, August 14, 1944
Dear Dr, Magnesi

Thank you for your letter of August 3 with the
elippinge end enclosures, We are waiting momentar
for the arrival of the survivors of the Hefkura and the
passengers from the Bulbul, We will, of course, have
the full story# from them end you ﬂ.il receive it from
the Jewlsh Agenoy, [Hight now I am bending all efforts to
start the movement of refugees on the two Bulgarian boats,
the 5, 5, Vita and the S, S, Parin, and we have everything
ataged for that debarcations, I trust that there are no
Zlesus there,

Frinelpally, I hope to succeed in my exertions to
eoerce the Milgarien Government at this pivetal time in
having it agree to abrogate ths seandalous anti=Jewish lows,
I am rather hopeful that we will see the entire Jowish
population of Bul.aria roinstated without toc mueh delay,
and I already see symptons of the inelusiom of this prineiple
in their proposed new presram, You may be assured that I
am pressing this from a number of angles on high levels,

now you have teleyram regarding idiash, As I
indicated to Kaplan, he requested epinion, I
believe that any temporary arrangement 1l be wnsound
and I am not convinced that #liash will remsin here on
the basis which will be necessary for him to sontinue to
funetion without regerd to a deadline schedule, Thare
are other reasons at this time wiech may ar,ue against this
seloction, Joe Lavy is eloquent on the subjeot and I am
ask hi. to write you about 1t, In the long mmn the
deelsion balongs to you snd your assocolates, 1 am always
hopeful that men will be chosen who do not see thesze Jo

# The report resching me today by telephone from Katsgii
after talkin: with the survivors, indlcates that ths Mefiura
was d-finlt-.s sunk by shall=fire, snd the vietims even
maghine-gunned, It 1is too horrible to contemplate, But

we must go on, eand I have confirmation from Washington today
of my reconmondations to procecd with all feasible operations.



(or opportunities) in torms of part-time patehwork in a
diffieult situation, This was my poeltion when I was
here the first time in the Spring, and it wes & definite
disadvantage, As you imow, I intend to rema

this phase of the azsignment appears to be finished and

an organigation 1s set up that can carry through, Cbviously
I need not tell you that l‘.twuldumnnuntﬂ.wrm.
for Ellash to be aware of these comments, I re t

highly for his capabilities, espeoinlly in ical and
legal flelds,

lie are pressing hard on the Mungarien situation,
dashington is at work day and night and we &re in dalily
toush with than, The o Chureh has been inordinately
hﬂ.fl‘ul in this situation, I hope to holp broaden the
besls of those ungarian oitizens who are being exempted from
the strictures placed upon the Jewish oitizenry,

You will hear more from me, In the meanwhile I trust
this finds you and Mra, Magnes well,

Falthfully yours,

I. Ay !Arschmann

Dr. Judah Magnes, President
Habrew Univeralt
Jerusalem, Palestine
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Istanbul, August 16, 1944

Personal
Dear Jimg

Bven in thie remote part of the world I receive
snatohes of news which indicate an important tele-
communicetione conference now under way in VWeshington,
Remembering your conversatione with me on the subjeet,
connected with the post-war period, 1t naturally interested
me, The only disadvantage that I can ses from this work
in Turkey is the necessity for my absence from the FM and
televislon scene in America, That 4z the one thing that
could have kept me beck home, but none of us could or
would want to refuse a call to duty, This latter is more
of a privilege where I am cancerned, Helping to rescue
innocent victims of the Nazl sterl grip is somathing of
an experience in many ways.

You probably read of the sinking of one of our rescue
boats and the machine-gunning of the would-be survivors
while in the water., You cen imegine that I am not angaging
in a pleasant enterprise at the moment, Dealing with
ultra=hich freguencles will certalnly be a pleasure comparad
with ultra-low degenerates,

I hope you are continuing to fight your battles with
the same gallantry end courage whieh won your triumphs for
you, as I had the privilege of observing them, and that I
will be back on that scene of battle soon enough to partici-
pate and be helpful where I can, With this go my warm
personal regards,

Sincersly yours,

I, A, llirachmann

Hon., Jemes Lawrence Fly

Chalrman

Federal Communications Comulssion
Washington, D. ©,

IAHsVH
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Istanbul, August 23, 1944

Jgar Lubet Farsonal

In connection with the matter you mentioned to me
while in Washington, I am attaching an excerpt of a
reply from L, ¢, Pinkerton, American Consul General of
Palestine, I presume that by the time you recelve
this you will already have been made famlllar with the
deelslon »f the British Government connected with the
visit of Robert Nathan, If there is anything more
that you would like me to try to do in thils conneetlon
I imow you will not hesitate to write or telegraph me,

Sinee writing you laest we have made some real steps
forward in the Bulgarian situation which must be famillar
to you now, My aim 1s to have the first Government
which withdraws from the war establish the blue print
for the treatment of its Jewish citizens} namely, to
reinstate all of its citizenry and to glve them back
thelir rights, privileges and dignity to which they are
entitled as human beingss To me thie is especlally
important fort he first country that withdraws, so that
the precedent will be established, aside, of course,
from the salvation of the Individuals themselves.

It looks as if I shall still be here several months.
The way the war seems to be golng, perhaps the last
word from you on leaving your offlice mn¥ ccme true. You
may recall that you saild "I hope you will be able to
return to the States through Burope.”

Again with thanks for all your kindness,

Cordially youra,

1. AI ﬂirum

Isidor Lubin, Esquire
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Emel,.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DErFARTRENT OF §TATE
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Jerusalem, Falestine,
August 17, 1944.

Dear Mr. Hirschmann:

I have received your letter of August 5, 1944,
with regard to a proposed visit toc Palestine by
Mr. Robert Nathan and some associates for the purpose
of making an econcmic survey of the country. In a
recent interview with representatives of the press
the Chief Secretary said that, as the visit was not
connected with the war, the Government did not feel
inclined to give it facilities to come to Palestine.
Recently the Chief Secretary told me the Government
here felt the wisit should not be made at this time
but had offered to send Mr. Nathan such material as
might be available. Mr. Nathan has outlined the in-
formation he wants and the Chief Secretary told me
that most of it had been forwarded.

Since you have returned to Turkey, I have heard
so many good reports of you that I wonder you ere able
to wear the seme size hat you did when you came. These
reports reach me from all quarters and from organiza-
tions that are not usually agreed on any subject. More
power to you and continued success in your mission. We
are all convinved that if anyone can succeed in it, you
are the one.

With regards and looking forward to seeing you in
Palestine.

Sincerely yours,

7 4 -
St f :
B E

L. C. Pinkerton.

I. 4. Hirschmenn, Esquire,
Special Attache,
American Embassy,
Ankara, Turkey.



"mmmﬂlﬂﬂhlmﬂl#“ﬂfhﬂu1nﬂﬂﬂﬂ“hﬁmﬂ

st Py ANt PN 9
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE ] A
Political Departmant /’
JERUSALIEM

- oo, . e

Istanbul ,Sept.30,1944.

\

Dear Mr.Hirschmann,

with deep regret 1 have learned,that soon you
intend to leave for the states.

During this past period we have had the opportunity
to work with you in many important matters in connection
with the fate of the most unfortunate of the Jewish
people in occupied Europe.

We recognize the fact that you have had a very deep
human understanding towards our goal.But it is not only
this.In this few lines we would also like to let you know
that your friendly co-operation was always welcomed as
extremely helpful.

Your support to our cause was so great and we could
approach you so freely and without ceremonies that you
have proved that still in the hearts of people existis
the wonderful thing "democracy".

It is really a great souvenir that you have left
among us and you can be assured,that it will be carried
on in our hearts for ever.

We hope,that our paths will meet again in the not
too distant future.

Cordially
yours

1.6. Uekea=lf .

P.D.Representative,
Turkey.

Mr.I.Hirschmann.
Istanbul.



mmmnmwnmm

s b At Maen
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

immigration Departmeni
JERUSALEM Istanbul, October 2, 1944

-, o, . 83

Mr, Ira A. Hirschmann M
Sepeial Attaché
Istanbul, \

Dear Mr, Hirschmann,

It is with deep regret that we heard of your
return to the U,S,A.

President Roosevelt's order for the establishment
of the War Refugee Board, as well as your designation
as his special delegate here - the place where the
innumerable attempts to save our unhappy people were and
are being made - was of historical importance,

You were one of the main factors and pillars
of these efforts and attempts. The conditionl&ss devoticn
to our common goal and the simplicity with which you were
always at our disposal, will never be forgotten,

We wish and hope that your leave-taking from us
does not mean a leave-taking from the work you undertoock,
It is a sad work,but also the most important and serious one
which decides of the life and prosperity of our Nation

We feel confident that you will be our interpreter
with the U,S5.A. Government with regard to the necessity
and directives in the next phase of our work,

We shall continue our efforts during your absence
and you can be sure that it will be in full cooperation
with Mr, Katezki,

May we, Dear Mr, Hirschmann, ask you to accept
our sincerest thanks and the assurance of our esteem,

With best regards,

ﬂ Very tiuly yours,

=l
o

-II f.' S
/ uim\d{i'\*,.‘ i

Dr, Zoseph Goldin Mendel Hader |
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Representation of Yugoslav Jews
Jeruealem, 5, Pamban Street.

Tel-Aviv 10th Oet. 1944
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Hirsochmann:

I addreseg myself to you as Presldent Roosevelt's representa-

tive for the rescue of war zafug:ea and beg to appeal to you

in the name of Yugoslav Jewry which, on the day of the German
invaelon, numbered about 80,000 souls.

Perhaps 8,000 to 10,000 of us are alive today: Some 2,000,

or more, are fighting with the Partisans. We estimate the
number of Jewish officers and men in the Yugoelav Army, who
are prisoners of war in Germany, to be a few hundred. In
concentration campe in Yug:slavia there may be another
thousand or more, and in Palestine, the U.B8.A., Italy, Hungary
and Switzerland some 3,000 to 4,000. That is all.

1,200 persons, elderly men and women with children are in -
Yugoslavia proper, saved by the Partisans. They are living in
the liberated area, round the little towne of Topusko and
Glina, without food,clothing or shoes, without medicine, among
people who even in peace time had not too much to wear or eat,
and who during war time have not remained immune from imported
anti-semitism. The Partisane are protecting them and have
agreed to send them, since the Dalmatian ports are still in
German hands, by air to Italy. We have received letters and
requests for help. They are free, but starting in the mountains
and foreste of Yugoslavia. It ie unlikely that thie part of
Yugoslavia will be liberated before winter sete in and our
refugees there, the last remnants of a Jewish community, can
be saved from complete annihilation. In addition they are in
dally danger of the Germans and Croat Ustachis.

Their situation is not identical with that of the other non-Jews
there. These are not in danger of being killed by Germans or
Ustachis and they have some food in their homes and fields,

even if it is not too much. They,too, are suffering, but the
eituation of the Jews is incomparably worse. But they can be
Baved.

The Allies supply these areas by air, and by the same means
the refugees can be transported to Italy. In the same way
these 1200 Jews can be eupplied with food, clothing and medicine.

I implore you, ¥r. Hirschmann, to do your best to rescue these
people who can be saved.

Yours very respectfully,
(Signed) Dr. Meir Weltmann
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October 17, 1944

Mr, J, W, Pehle
Exscutive Director
¥War Hefugee Board
Washington, D, G,

Dear Wr, Pehles

Since returning from ny second mission in Turkey for consulta-
tiom and having submitted my report to you, it is my understanding
that the assignment givem me by the War Fefuges Board as Speeial
Reprosentative in Turkey has been conoluded,

Um Uotober 4, 1944, 1 submitted to you a summary report of my
operations in Turkey from June 18th through Ootober jth whem I
left Ankara., My previous reports to you coversd fully my operations
for the Board since you designated me the Board's Special Represen=-
tative in Turkey on February 15, 1944. The job, as I perceived it,
was to implement the policy of the United States Government, snunci-
ated in the President's Order of Jamuary 22, 1944, to rescus through
Turkey victims from the satellite oountries. Turkey is well deseribed
a8 a window into the Balkans, Through the aegls of the Board, we
succesded in making of it first a small aperture, then a door, through
which literally thousands of refugees ware rescusd, These refugees,
I am oomfident, would not have been saved from persecutiom and
amnihilation without the eleventh hour efforts of the Board, working
through its repressntatives with Ambassador Steimhardt in Ankara
and Istanbul,

Your clothing of me with authority to deal with the enemy
afforded me the opportunity of dealing with and pereuading the
Ministers of Bulgaria and Rumenia to lessen the stricture against
the oppressed minorities; to mbandon the disease-ridden camp in
Transnistria; to induce the Government in bulgaria to revoke its
nefarious anti-Jewish laws, reinstating m population of 45,000
citisens (who had been reduced to pariahs) to their normal stste
of human rights and dignity., Through the suspices of the Board,
numerous other steps were taken to resocue stricken pecples in the
Balkans, all of which steps are recorded in your files,
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For military and political reasoms, the door inte Turkey is
being sealesd) also, the necessity for rescue

of the liberation of Rumania and Bulgaria. My work is therefore
terminated, and I herewlth tender ny resigmatiom,
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October 18, 1944
Nr, Pehle

I kmow it isn't mecesesry, but I cannot resist the
temptation of writing to tell you apgain how much I have
been imspired by the assigmment you gave me and the satis-
faction I derived from workimg with you and your assoclates,
I should be grateful if you would care to pase this mote
on to those who were so kind im their cooperatiom with me,
g0 that they may kmow of my appreciatiom, Perhaps et some
time im the future I may be im a poeitiom to reciprocate
ell your friendlimess and understandimg eupport,
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Ootober 21, 1844.

¥r. Herbexrt Kataki
Speoial nepntnh‘hu,
war Huf’u#u Board,
Ankara, Turkey.

Dear Harbext:

I had & rathor @ trip bhank to Ameyica and
still fasl the effmots 2. I% ia no Zuu._

Returning hexo I found the Boird waxmly appaeocias-
tive of our afforés in Turkey, in fagt they were
laudatory. I believe you have all gnod reascn to
feol only gratifiocation for your supsrlative of-
forts. 1 havs passed thie werd around wherever
I am going and am erw}osing a oopy of a lettay I
wrote to ¥r. Baeywald fyom Washington. I also
lgnto 1-53615.1::3 to Jolm Pohle regarding the
alovation of y atatue in Turkey, and { apsume
you have already heawxd about this.

The Board's work secome %o be Mlgli.lﬂnlnth
ing tut I am sure that any new possi tien will
be explored by you. I told John Pehle that you
were releasing one af the gixls. If Mys. 801,
or Mige Hixler retuwrns to rica please ask hex
to g“ in touch with me in FNew Yo¥k where I am now
baock on she job. 1t seems vory strange.

By the time this reaohes you the elesotion issue .
will have Dean reselved. Now tha gountyy is in a
state of fermentation about it and i% is rathor

diso to see how 1ittla thay appreviate the
stalwart higtoxio efforts of oux gresd Prosi-
dent. Dewey has made a fi nl.ni oampaign and has
hit onder the belt on & T of cooasicme, whiol
i no lesp than I 3ted of him. 1 Fetamned

just in sime to ged e few 1ioks in oampaigr
and feel happy that I have beem able to make some

contribution. Betiing is for a Roosevelt viotoxy
bat the results are not assured by any meane.
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You have done a grand job in Tu d
you will get youfF yewardes in m:’ n:ua;miu gra
and new ooncrete opportunity. Lot me heer from
m‘ :;tt:lng Egthm;mhw you are gedting alonp

1
you o thie ai&e?g SIS oR E haip

L:allad your rother and wae hapry o t21k with

Remorbox me waimly to Mys, Hondersoa and i
Bixler. I ohonld nleo be grateful 1if you ::u!.d
eall up 'r. Clomans HolameisBer at Tar-bia 13,
g‘ritf‘him my copp®de.  He apeckas only Cemman.

1 @ 2ls0 ‘Dt oigars are on the way from me.
Theso may be addressed ta you and you will know
to whom to formard them.

~ @inoeraly youre,

m-ﬂﬂ! .-
e 4 Hirechmann

PeBe

I dislike gl you an addisional ohore but I
shou}d appreoiatc 1t Aif it ie not too mwoh
trouble. The above Mr. Holameieter wae the onme
rhnhelg:lmlhnpummamfor fte. I
am of the opimion that he would not objeot to
doing eo s;ain. I found on my retumn that I
had lost a number of gifts on the way and I do
not have euffiolent to go around the family.
Inowing families as you probably do, this might
leave soare for tione. If you will ask
Profeossor Holamolster to mz about = half dozen
total of the rings, pins, 2%to, which he helped
vohage 0¥ me, of the Same type, and either
ng them yourself or have one of the girls
thenm when sho returns, I would be
mnous ateful. Waturally, I will relmburee
ou. wao sonewhore botween 25 and
lire for eaeh gift, but let him use his own

jwtl

Y.h.00
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Ootober 28, 1944.

¥on. Emanuel Cellex

Congressman 1l0th Diastrict New Yorxk
Congress of the United Statee
Hopse of Representativea
vashington, D. C.

Denr Congressman Celler:

That was a nioe note you vrote me
the othe® day. A word of commendation
from you means s groat deal %o me, and
T appreciate 1t.

Phet was done im Tuxkey in Te

' refugees Somonstamted to me $ Teman-

7 dous mght tll.at cur Goveornment oan swing
7 whon 1% got ‘{.llﬂ, m;.n;
in Parope a.nd tha Niddls East.

we mast talk more about this.

¥ith good wishes,

Coxdially youra,

I. A, Hirgchmann
iah.em Vice-Prosident
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Congress of the Tnited States e voms e mnome
Bouse of Representatives "
Bashington, B. L. i

Octaber 24, 1944

Mr. Ira Hirschmann

Bloomingdale's

Eapt 59th Street and Lexington Avenus
Hew York, New York

Dear Mr. Firschmann:

I have been roading sooe excellent meccounts of
the work of your good sell nnd the War Refugee Boerd
in the Balkans, particularly in Bulgaris.

You did & wonderful job. May I add my note of
approcintion.

Sipoerely yours,
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MAY LEWIS
130 EANT END AVENUE
HEW YORK B8 M. Y.

October 27,1044

War Hefugee Boar
'lml’lﬂ tﬂ'ﬂ.l D.Cs

Dear Mr. Hirschman:

Last evening I listened with the utmost inter-
eat to your clear, foreeful, high-ménded, courageous and
warm-hearted speech at the Zionist dinner. I am using
many adjectives but in reality I have no words with which
to express my admiration for the work ¥ou have done,

From the very beginning I have been appalled by the
ineredible destruction of the European Jews and at the
same time amazed and horrified by the silence of both Chris-
tian and Jewish publie. Therefore, when the call to rescus
by the Emergency Committee to Save tha Jewe of Europe rang
out I felt at last that a volce had been raised--a voice
which has succeed in arousing an apathetie public and Gov-

ernment.
It was at one of the meetings of this group at the

residence of Maj. Schwamm that T first hesard you speak
and, inspired by what you said,I wrote the enclosed poem,
published later in the_Answer,

Last evening when you mentioned a couple of agencies
that had been of aseistance in the rescus campaign I was
grimly disappeinted to note that ¥You omitted the Emergency
Committee---ths very group who had worked tirelessly tor
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MAY LEWIS
130 EAST END AVENUE
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

to have a War Refugee Board Appointed and whose efforts
I am sure were largely instrumental in bringing this a-

bout.
How fair, just and magnanimous it would have been

on your part, Mr, Hirschman, now that they are being ven-
omously attacked by the Zionists, if you had given them
even passing credit for this. I would then have been able
to admire your manhood even as you said you admired that
of Mr. Biddle.

I am writing this entirely on my own account as one
who cannot abide injustice,

Yours sincerely,

{E?i.ngigyette A. Goldstone)
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November ?..1914

Mrs,., Lafayatte 4, Goldatone
130 Eqst End Avenue
New York 28, N, ¥,

Dear Mrs, Goldstone:

I am very pleased that yocu wrote to me as
you did, t is so much better So say the
things that are in ocur mindd as frankly
as you 4id.

Your referonce to the Yar Refugee Board
and the faot that the "Emergency Ooamittaee”
was largely instrumental in nging shis
about 18 one that I think bears investi.
a%ion. I know of the goofi work of the
ergenoy Committee, and fioe versa. Some .
time when the pressuré that 1s on me upon
returning has relaxed, I ghall be glad to
disougs this with you.

In the meantime, I want fo tell jou how
much I was inspired by your posm, "Viea."

I am writing a book covering my exparienoces
and there will be a seotlon devoted to the
subjeot of visaes, May I ask your
peralsslon to quote from your poem in the
avent that I oan fit it in? .

With good wishes,

£8 L) S o
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EXOERPT FROM LETTER OF HERBERT KATZKI
ISTANBUL - NOVEMBFR 10, 1844

"You would be as pleased as I am Af you could see how this enigration
has been paseing through Istanbul Auring the last few veeks. Since
Ooctober 25 and through this morning about & thousand people from
Bulgaria and Roumenia passed through. 1 have been keeping Mr. Pehle
informed and I hope that he has been advising you. There was a
group of 180 from Roumania which included 117 children, then the
galebattin turned up with 547 (everyone was satisfied with the distri-
bution of places), then 80 from Bulgaria with about 50 echildren, a
second group by R. R. from Bucharest with 43 Polea and finally 110
or 115 from Bulgaria inecluding 87 children. The scheme with Jewish
Aganey confirmations is working smcothly and well. I have aven

gseen people who arrived here with the confirmation as & travel
document and the transit visas stamped on the back thereof. The
weeks of effort to get this set up have finally brought the desired
resulte. New groups are expected right a.long."
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November 10, 1844

. Judah lagnes, President
2;, Hobrei University

Jerusalen, Palestine

Deer Dr, Hagnes!

-X walted 't1l Pocsevelt wae re-cleoted to
write to you., Tha situstion here was so
_feverish cnd so many "cate and dogs" wers
“beink tossed sround during the campaign
period that I did not feel thut I should
writo & letter reflecting that eitustion,
The mandats ir clear and inoisive und 1t
is a great raelief %o many of uas,.

| Bomehow today as I write I feel as AT

| our nation has besn reborn. It is an

overvhelming expericnce to return frow the

politionl oonfluence of the ¥iAdle Eset

and to ese our peorle with all of their

irestlessness and inmaturity erprescing
their will in *he truly.democratic way of

f®ee people.” Vip ure better than we

¥e ever been, and better than we know

9 are.

I feel that we can move on to viotory
th & vigor and unity which was heretofore
estion~d. The stuture of Znorevelt is
sginning to be felt in his lifetine by
18 om peonle., *hat is rere for an
Amerioan hero. Someone dug out of the
files some of the epithets thut were thrown

Abraham Lincoln. They matohed almost

for word with the things that wers gald

Rbout Roosevelt in this campaign. Somehow I

e two
Er‘f!hanﬂ'
November 10, 1944

belleve that Hoosevelt will live in the
hearts of hils people with & degree of
&f“motlon comparable to that whiloh is
accorded Linccln,

I have trisd to reach your son and augh$er-
in-la® on the telaphone several tinea without
suogess, I wrote to then immedistely unon
my retwn Sransmitting yonr letter in rather
battared shaps. I have a letter today from
thes, which I enclone, 1 'intend to see

them within the next week, and shall write
to you tharcafter. I also delivered yvour
manugeript to Hip: Kirohwey. You will
probably hear fron her direeot,

I have not been in very olose toush with
the refuges situation slnee .y return,

The 5%ute Dgpartment and other offlolusls
geened extremely wellogatisfled 7ith ry
efforts und I put all the prossure on that

was possible regurding the continuance cof

‘the work of the Posrd and o nore i1llunineted
Yiaw of the “aleatine aituation, It 1a
diffionlt to write to vou on thisg now, but
¥you can beliave that I threw a ﬂenrﬂhiight
on the glories of this lend andi the neoessity
for ita indépendent’autonomous funetioning.
I en afraid, hovwever, thet the tragic events
of the lant weeke in Cairo will not ald the
sltuation, You probably rseasll that I
gonduoted negotiutions with the late Lord
“oyne, In my Ainatance they turnsd out to

be satisfaotory where he was concerned,

I cannot oclone th'e latter without agein
thanking vou and 're, Megnes for the warm
and rich hoanitality you provided me whils
in Jerusalem. I shall not forget those
pleasant days, and especlally the hou s of
repose &nd friendshin in your home on that
menorable Saturday, I am confildent that
Hr, Uinkerton will rermit & letter from vou



PEFRCCAUCED FROM HOADGHGS AT THE Fusad™ O AOOSEVELT LMPARY

bl ‘lﬁiﬁéngu;ﬁrﬁ?ﬁhwmfw
r. dagnes '
November 10, 1644

to me through the pouch, which I an now

using for this with the anproval of Ambasaador
Stanhardt. If so, I should be eager to heor
from you,  Plesce grive ny’ warm regards %o

your wife, to Mr, Pupsman, Ben Gourlan

and riy other friends in Palestine. I trust
this finde you well,

Cordlally vours

wr

Ly, Sirsenm&nn
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PO

gration laws are survivors of the hid st
ign of terror in Europe, They are

rth And no home has been offered fo
m here. All that we have given them is
entary shelter from the storm, Can it
1 strange or wrong to any American that
the Jand of liberty should have reached out
b save these human lives? If we have any

cause for reproach about this deed, it is |

that we have afforded sanctuary to so few.
. Yel'Governor Bricker in a speech at Denver
- last week actually used the order as a weapon
+ with which to belabor Mr. Roosevell. He
descended to this jibe: “There was the usual
hush-hush policy about the project. After the
refugees arrived it became known that in-
stead of the palefaced children and frail
women the group consisted largely of men.
They were not laboring men, either, but writ-
ers, lawyers, artists and intellectuals gener-
ally. I am not saying that this group was
‘eleared with Sidney.' I do not know.” The

gly hn}lllutinm of the final sneer are loo
Lhﬁ! to be migtaken,

prooted people, left now with no hm

¥ ¢quse neither for surprise nor for
m:inniml targets of Hitler's

reover, that a majority ucl’ the refugees
ted to the Oswego camp are women and.
en, That among the men & n

were the cultural and intellectual lea
th conguered peoples. This Republig-
founded by just such refugees and has'b
nourished by them throughout its history. In
the present case, however, the entries are
here only temporarily, merely to protect
their lives while the Nazi scourge is raging.
Now it is interesting that before Mr. Bricker
bécame a vice presidential candidate, he
appended his name {o a pelition sponsored by
{he late Al Smith and submitted to the Presf-
dent, Iis words are the best reply Lhat can
be made lo what Candidate Bricker szaid in 7
Denver: *“It is a moral obligation of the
United States and all other freedom-loving ;
nations to erect temporary havens where the |
refugees may find sanctuary until conditions

in their native lands enable them (o return

and take up their lives in the atmosphere of

respect and decency md chlwy- l@t ,our.

.-?H'. "-:t!'

iy



FEFROCUCTED FIOM HOLDOEIS AT THE FRAMN O ROOSENVTLT LIm ATy

Mr, John W, Pehle
Exeoutive Dirsotor
¥ar Refugee Board
Treas Building
Wash on 28, D0,

Dear #_’nhnl

I read an artiole in th; Nasi
J Montfily on thé War H.!ng. nn:i
.n:.'!-im“w. I think, fails to
gt Bumm. _‘H.'ri mork done

Do you think 1t worthwhile to h

it anawered as I believs in :h-'"

:mu#lcm of mewsages 1% fails to

;".i’?{'ﬁ' to rntzr accaomplishments,
ans

deen 1t denmirable, ik

I am coming to Washi ton th
Thursday and will ocall you irll-ihl
hops of seelng you.

-

Cordially

lahiba I.A. Hirsohmsann



EEFROOUCED RO FOLDOE1S AT THE FRARCOLEHN L RAOOTOVOT LEAARY

NOVEMBER, 1944

WREB—SUCCESS
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CAN EDUCATION
CURF PREJUDICE?
By Sitewart 6. Cole

. B. PREEMIPTS
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By Dr. A. L. Sachar

LAROIE WINS
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iy Mark Krug
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EDUCATION
By Ben Rosen
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WRB—Success Or Failure

Ii Has Saved Thousands OF Refugees,
Bui As It Nears End Of Its Work, The
Verdiet Is: Too Little and Too Late

By Murray Frank

ECENT military developments in
Europe have practically broaght

to o sixndstill the rescie nctivie

vies of the War Relugee Boand. There
is talk in Washington of sn early wind-
ing up of the Board’s functions and its
prssibde  dissolution. Such being  the
sitistion, it may not be pemiss fo recound
its activitics nml accomplishments, as
well as its sharteomings aml faileres.
No attempt is made here to write a his-
fory of the Foard’s brief life: that will
e left for the futare, when all pertinent
ddocaments for an ohjective evaluation
become avallshle, What is stbempeed
here s merely an ohjective analysis of
the Boards work, its major peoblems,
anid the catses of its sueoess o failure
The historic American principle of
asylom and the traditiom] eoncept of
lmemnitarianism  were faced with a
supreme test daring this war. It was a
test of the ree of umwhr anil -
derstnnding of the plight of our fellw-
beings in Mazi Europe who have felt
the croel lash of persecution, s test of
the true American spirit of help for the
persccuted of the blood-stained Evropean

continent.

sympathy. But No Help

E Nat o day passed withoat onr seeing
stories ih e newspapers of some
new peTeecution, sonse new  tragedy
which had befallen the remnams of
Europe's Jews. We stood helpless 1o
ail them or to rescue them,  Trie, we
have had mumerous expressiomns of »rrmr-
pathy and commiseration i the long
mionths of our bereavement, unguestion-
ably encournging to us in those trying
msoments. Put what of our people in
Furope?  What, il anything, was being
done for them? What measures were
being taken to extricate them from the
nightmare that 1s Hitler-Enrope, 1o
bring them forth from that continent of
sprrow?  The answer can be summed
::[n i 0 few words : the anguished crics
ol Emrope’s persecated millions and the
remarseinl compassion af their co-reli-
ghonists in Allied coumiries have ol
stirres] mose than a ripple om n vast s
al tears.

After four years of war and the ex-
wermination  of milliom of Fuorope's
Jews, the United States at long last took
the initial step to live wp to its workl-
repowned repatntion as the benefactor
of the oppressed. The War Relugee
Board was created by President Roose-
velt on January 220 1944, compricel af

Secretary of State Cordell Hull, Secre-
wry of War Henry L. Stimson, aml
ﬁcﬂlchrr ol 1IIw 1':mw;rb]gu1fr Maor-
peithaw, Jr. nlﬂpﬂbﬂ ity, it was
the i'l\ﬂdﬂl.l" indention that Board
remain small for more effective action.
The Beard's was siated suc-
cincily by the ident in his Executive
Order, where le snys that =it s the
policy of this governnsent to take all
measures within its power o rescue the
victims of enemy oppression who are in
imminent danger of death amd otherwise
to affrd such victims all possible relief
andl pasisinnee comsistent with the sue-
cessful prosecution of the war.™

Obwiously, the Presidemt =l the
members of the Doanl were keenly
aware of the danger facing the surviv-
ing Jews in Earope amd of the urgency
1o rescue them.  Action was the order
of the day, To attnin the desined action,
35.yenr-chd John W, Pehle, Assistant to
Secretary N a-r.Et:hu, was_designated
s the I's Executive Director. In
his enpacity as Director of the Treas-
ury's nn:f Funds Coatred, Mr. Pehle
enined whle experience im negotiating
with foreign governments, which rela-
tien Brought him imo chose touch with
problems facing the War Relagee Board
and made his name well-known to relicl
agencies i the United States.  Shertly
siter assuming his position, he stabed
that the job of rescuing the remaining
Jows of =g gue that bk fo be
dane fn the mext fone monthe.”  Fe reit-
erateil the same thought to this writer
in & personal inferview stressing that
“ypenly mction” i imperative or else it
will be too Late.

For greater  mancuverability and
speedicr  noconmplishments, Mr. Pehile
operated with a small staflf in Wash-
inggtan and with & handiul of representa-
tives im strategic neutral countries.
When necrssary, he woald call on Fed-
eral ngencies or imernational aml I;:‘-u-i-
vate © izatioms, such ns UNRRA,
International Red Cross, Joint Distriba-
than Committee, and ofhers, for their
hr::r oF services. Board wtilized
their personmel, their experbence and
thelr funds, Tt was often asked: Why
is the Board’s work fnanced largely
with private funds? There was an
i on valent that Congress shonldl
111: .nf- to @ tate funds for the

i1 aperd the Fequest never
materialined. At n meeting of ithe
gnhh Welfare Fumd In Chicago last
L ber 21, Mr. Morgenthau ex-
plained why this was never done:

“Let e explain why 1 think it better
hat i @ ir, heanciig ) was done jently
by Busth wm e the L=

wai casential. | .. It was quickly appar-
ent that there were ha sl
privabe uum|—l|||-|h in Iillll ekl whe
wite ulpr:d with vvoryihiling exorpt
e hi:é ol support which comll o
ooly from the Government of the
United States, , . . [t seemed periectly
Wghcal that a relationsbip should he
establishr] between the private agem-
eles and the Government. . . . For its
e i f o pretie 8 diphcemcy,

weight of its prestige, it .
s n:;i_inll;: ﬁu}dl."ﬂl Fiewns-
ing LEETE e acilifies. . . .
Far their gart the private agencieos
T

- ExpErienoe. & -
.I:Ilrll funds. . . 7

Poor Paychology

E There was bo way of knowing

whether greater  accomplishments
!:Ir the Boand weoubl have been possilibe
if government finances had been avail-
able to I, instead of the Hmited re-
sorees of private izations. Pw;
chologically, the effect wns bad It
aromsed smsplelon that this Govermiment
was not  wholcheartedly  behiml  the
Board amd the task it was to perform.
Time aml again the disquieting opinion
wis expressed that the Board was
created mot g0 moch for the purpose of
rescuiing Jews s allaying the fears aow]
paciiying the nerves of American Jews
wha elamored or action,

Asx outlined by Ji'lir._ Pehle, the Hoard
was to stay out of direct operation as
much as possible, its tsks being o

W Add reliel and rescue work of pri-
vate and intermational organizations,

W Fpeilitate the sending of money for
direct ald to the victims.

W Dibtain government pernsissim to
help these organizations earry on
expand their activities,

Help speed ﬂt]r work by avert-
Inamh‘t‘rﬂlr_\' LN

Facilitate the movensent of pouple
ouit of pecupied countries.

In fact, the Board was to i all in
fits power 1o fmipress wpon many that
this eountry objects wehemently to its
treatment of Jews amil other mimorities.
Maoreover, it was extremely interested
in the Eunopean underground movermett
through whach it
Ioelp.  This, mo stone was left anturned
in the liope of getting refugees out of
occupied] territory,  The Hoand wodlicibed

1o oddaln certain

Tue Narmosar Tewism Mowtoy



winl sugEestins i
piMN private agencies i the Linite] States
as to measures for rescoe and relwd
1t task may, therefore, be explained
three-fold © rescue, relief, and psychaolog
ical

the couperitio

Warlare

Disappointing Resulis

IJ he War

e

Refupee Doard has now
existence for bt nine

mionthe=—really not a long time when i
L v o questiomng s acd wiiplizh
ments,  But these are unusaal  tones
whedt innocent men, wonn, sl ehil

dren lave been singled out solely b
cattse ol thelr 1|-|1_I us antecelents ol
haive e barbarously  mistreated  for
nas other renson than that they are Jew
these are unuswal times when cach day
is equivalent to a year in the harrisd
amdl  lented  existence of people ex
posedd to the brutalities of o L] bvrants
Our casmilty list—estimated ot HNTE)
somtls, or one-third of world Jewry
greater than that of any people o the
esent war, and the emd s not in sight
The time for action amd for
vesults in terms of mnnbers ol viet
siaveld was therefore long
The results=—to be
are dlisappoiting,  The
Maorgenthan” fparticipated  in
the rescue of thonsamds From the Balkans
Black Sea to Palestine—in
the rescue of nuny over the Pyrences to
aml through Spain and Portugal—in the
relief of nuny weary victims of Hitler's
persecution who had found sanctiary in
Sweden and Switzerbonl. It has
pperated o eatahlishing muny refugee
camps in Africn and, hrongh the Presi-

Cri el
I

overidnge

irank alsait —

Wiirdl, in Mr.

"5 waoris,

acrass the

Cik=

dent’s leadership, an Emergency Reiu
gee Shelter at Oswego, in the United
States,”  Amd that fairly well sums up

it accomplishments, To this s
added that the Balkan rescue operitions
were actually carricd on I the Jewish
Agency of Palesting and the Joint Dis-
tribution  Commmittee ;  that  the  latter
orgamization shared the expense of feed-
ing interpecs in European eamps, ae |
that the refugee camps in Adrica are
paler the supervision of UNRRA

can

Life-saving in occupied ferritory m
wartime is not o simple sk, Operat
iner wnder terrible handicaps and against
mverwhelming olids, great care was nec-
exanry in such complex operations,  We
are aware of that, vet the trickle of
refugees to eome out of Nazi Europme
was pitifully small when compars] with
wir stagFgering lossez,  Probably no one
knows how many Jews we rescin
iluring the past year, hut the fgure i
nhvionsly an insignificant part of Euo
rope’s  pre-war Jewish  population
Mown to the
pity of purpose and no clearly defined

very eml there was no
wlan of action, all because of the fact
at rescoe work was begun too late
Lmtil re
ull in the stage of talking, planni
amil st of all, in hoping

ent davs rescue activities wern

The best amil most recent example is
Hungary., By now cveryone
that Hungary's offer to release its Jow
resulted in For one thing, the

HELLVHLES

a hasco,

MNovesner, 1944

o late: for
were tol preparad to han
tion of peoaple
Y] mations and the various interia-

nffer canw another, we

nEAss Migra

By “we,” | mean the

tional bodies, particularly the Intergos
Refuye
whose responsibility it was to prej
such By “we,” [ also
mean the War Refugee Board and the
manifold  Jewish which
s equipped to handle individuals or
il groups, rather than masses, Late
as the offer came from Hungary, it took
are than a month bef

ermmental  Committee  on

b

Erations

orgamzeations

e the Govern
ments of the United Kingdom amd the
LU'miteil States accepted it in principle.
By the time it was accepted amd the

winchinery set in motion, the military

sitiation in the Balkans caused Gern

tor widden its control over Hungary
olfer immediately negated aml at
present o one is gelting out of Hun
gary, In & instance it was purely a
case of talking and hoping: we Tl not

Wils

flonry

Wargenthon, e,
wy, twho recenty o
|’_|'.|||' Har Kefu

Irs

ale fundr, fgk
mg, Npecdy F
that Hh

he gaid, tialE £0 ©
felt the m
teg tn the fi
fadionghip with

wp the preoee

eveny reache] the st of plannming, let

wlome rescuing

I tlay we are criticizing the War
Kefugee Hoard, such criticism is naot
directed] at its members or staff, but

rather the fact the Hoard was created
to late, In the short period o ]
existence the Board has shown that it

workel sincerely amd earnestly, that it
vis the proper mstruwmentality to con-
iluct 1
cnjoyed the fnllest conperation a

eactie work, and consequently it

Amer-
ican Jews were aware of the great
problems  and  difficulties facing the
Board, they realized that it had much
to do and very little time in which to

fidence of Jewish organizations,

do it, particularly in a world disorgan-

ized by war

o, e can only
voice the deepest regret that the | ari
earlier. The iper
time was immediately after the war be
A, S0Ame five yoars g, when it le-
came apparent to the civilized workl
that Germany was out b exterminate
European  Jewry. At the latest, t
Board should have been created three

Lripiler the circumstance

was not ereated

years o, after United States’ entry into
the war, even then the eleventh hour
MNeither the President nor the members
of the Board, however, should be held
responsible for that. To a large degree
the blame ig to be leveled against Amert-
can Jewry as a whole, for Incking fore
sight and vision to realize the imminent
and the fact that the last op
portunity was at hand

ilanger

Some WIERE Achievemenis

To the Boards erelit it
stated  unequivocally that it maude
se the omiflow of

can e

many efforts to incre
¢ from occupied Europe, aml in
Hungarian crizis it undoultedly
helped stay the deportation of Jews ol
relieved their comdition,  Time and the
Iack of preparedness were factors linnt-
ing extremely the Boand's possibilities
With sufficient time on hand, the proper
forethought and preparation of plans,
plus full evoperation of our own officials,
anil g
ropean neutrals o relax their existing
immigration or transit laws, the

refug
the

eater pressure exerted upon Fu-

record
wanlil
today be a more glorions page in the
history of this country's many  efforts
in hehalf of the persecuted

Now the Wir Refupee Board is on
the verge of writing “finis™ to its activi-
All in all, its work of rescue con-
cerned o few hundred here, a few hun-
ilred there—all told, perliaps 5000, per-
haps 10,000, perhaps a few more, A
glorious chapler in the Boarid's accom-
plishments iz the refugee shelter estab-
lished at N. Y., for nearly
1,000 refugees, but to date few, if any,
other countries have followed the ex-
ample set by this povernment

of the Board's accomplishments

Tes.

Oaweprn,

In summarizing, we may question the
success or failure of the War Refugee
Board., It depends on how we look at
the results. If it is from the point of
view of number of lives saved, it was
fatlure, 1f we take into

the difficulties  involved,
we ean conclede that under the circum
stances it was fairly successful.  The
Iest appraisal is that, weleome as the
help was, it was entirely too little and
entirely toa late.

eviddently o
consideration

. ]

mmwuwm:uummm
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' Letter from Hepbert Katskl, Jstenbul, December 12, 10s4.

within the past few days, Mr, David Bengourlon, Chalrman
of the Exegutive Comnittee of the Jewish Agenoy of ﬁnleatinu,
nede s trip to Sulgeris. Upon his return te letanoul en route
to Palestine, I hed opportunity for epesking witn nim and with
his apelscient, who accomvanled him to Bulzearim. You undoubted-

1y will oe Ilnteresied ln Knowlng eome of nis first-hend oo=
eervetione, vhich I shell summsrize below.

1. The situatlon of the emigrante from Rumenias who were
detoined at Stera lagors -- they are still there today — 18
gs follows: At Stera Zagore there are 278 refugees. These
people are for the most part Hun%arlanu, or Slovaklans and
Folee from the ares weat of the Curzon line, who hed succeeded
in escscing to Huneary end suceequently mede thneir way to
fumenis, These peonle £t Stere Zagora were especlally selected
in Humanls, se tney ceme from cresms wnlch were not oelng oleimed
by the Ruselans, in order to avold any difficulties whleh might
arlige from euech elaims, The emigrants et Kezalnik, Just out-
elde of Stura Zagore, numobering 320 perscna, are for tne most
pert resl Hungariasns. Theee likewlee had oeen selected ceceuse
of tnelr orlgin in an aree not subject o Hussian clelim.

The emigranis at Sters Zagora, wlth the exception of come
women and cnildren, are stlll living in the rellrosd care in
vixleh they sarrived In that clty. A nuaber of (he women and
children have oceen given shelter by thne inhaoltente of Stara
LBpore,. 4t snould oe noted thet those neople living in the

reilrosd care heve osen there now for almost & month,

Mr. Bengourilon mede ingulry in 3ofis to lesrn what might
ve done in order tc eolve this situation. He wes referred from
one ourrter Lo ancther, ho one anparently belng able o etate
exnotly who Une resnonsiole person was to anorogcn. Flnelly,
hovever, r. Jengourlon wee told by & Rumgian general ln charge,
g Jeneral Feantecheff, that the netter can oe solved only 1n
Hoscow. =
s —

The detention of the emigranis at Stera Zagorse nsa re-
gulted in e etoopage of emlgretlon oy lend from Rumania. Sofis
Ang inetruoted the Bulgrrian coasul: tes 1n Rumenim not to lasue
any urangit viess to Rumanians, Folee, or Hunsurisns.

¥, AU the present time, restrlctiune heve oeen vleced
upon emigretlon from Bulgoris,., Untlil recently, althnough chere
were seversl sectlons where exit visas were nol oelng lssued,



-mem‘“m 0 ROOTVELY LB

'their lesuence wee bDeing continued in oipers. Now the lssuance
of exit vieas generelly nes oceen stopped, and those peiscns
wno are now arriving in Istenoul are thoee woo elresly had nad
thelr exlit permites lesued or authorized. Thls stoppege of em-
igration may be only & pasaing chese. This sort of talng has
hepnened vefore, end 1t ir not unusual to Tind that regula-
Lione made one day ere annulled the next,
——— e e ——
3everel months apo the Bulpgerian Government stated Lonit

tney will do sverything in their cower to faclliteie toe em-
igration of thoee pecple who desire to lesve The couniry.
One of the difficulties connected with emlgratlion, polnied
out to the Bulgerlan Covernment Rt thal tlse, wee toe nulti-
olicity of documénte which had to oe secured vefore BN exit
nernit would De pranted. Theee documetits nuoosred up to 13
or 16, Desplue the assurance glven by toe Bulgerian Eﬁrernmant.

re heve osen no cnenges in toe number of documenis wnlen
Tust De secured and oresented by & proepectlive ecigrant. An
epeuré result of thls crocedure ls thet, for exemple, & Blx-
year-old child for whom An exit persit is recuested must
oresent documents thet it does not owe eny money f'or morieizes
whilch 1f"HF¥ contrected, or that It owné N3 ToFest-lands in
Bulgaris. A%t the moment, in view of the diecontinusfice of the
lesusnce of exlt vises, tne cuestion of documentatlion 1s perhape
somewstt ecademle. In due course, nowever, toe cuestlon sgaln
will arise, end will have to J& mat in scme way DY the interesued
orgenlzetions.

Desplte assurences which nsve been glven &nd steps already
teken to remove dlpsollities which nerstofore sttached to the
Jewish neoole 1n Bulgerla, the desire by toe Jewlish ceople to
leeve the opuniry continues. Thls can cest oe Indicsied by
the faet thet, when Mr. Bengourlon held s meeting in 3ofla to
diecusa Palestlne pnd emigratlon to thet sountry, 7000 Jevs,
or over_gne—third of the Jewlen oeople now in Sofia, &t.ended
the sublie meetlng he held. The Jewlsh oecple In Bulgerle,
by snd large, ere not sstlsfled thet tnelr future in taat
count ry is assured, sccording te Mr. Sengourion.

S. In general, living condltlons in Bulgaris are urd.

«There is no clothlng te oe nurchesed, no ences, no weering

apparel of any kilnd, Tae obtention of theee items 18 not de=-

pendent upon neney. 3y way of 1llueirstlon, one of the

Bulgerien Ministers ssked Mr. Bengourion to send him a pair

of shoes from Peplestine, uot thst thie Minlster wes lnterssted

in heving a ol 6T Pslestinian shoes, out merely oecause he

needed & pair end could not purcnage puy. Food, too, ie scarce.
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Tne Germens have tEken oul of the counwry sll catile, [owl,

sheep, anything thei could ve e . The storee in dofla
1TTerally are without mere e. dAedlicines ere not %o oe

obtelned, even with money, Living conditicne heve oeccae
culte d1fTlcult.

Those parsons most affected Dy the general nerdshlp in
Bulgeris ere tane Jews., Thene people for four yeare Lave Deen
vithout income, heve obeen swey 1ln forced-lamoocr csmps, were
forced out of thelr homee, were deprived of thelr possesslons,
were unsble to purchese any clothing, remeined witnout ade-
quate Jedleel ocsre,

Gf the 20,000 Jews who hed reslded in Boflis four years
sgo, and who hed been expelled o the provinces, ocetween
eigzhteen and twenty thousand have returned. khen they re-
turned to Sofla, they found that the dwelllngs whish tney hed
teen compelled to glve up were olllaged, even ihe windows &nd
desrs hed been token out of the houses. At the tlme of Liae
ocomberdment of Sofls, non=Jews nad moved Lo the Jewlish gquarter,
to the houaes tsken eway froam tne Jews, in thoe vellef tast the
Jewlgh ouarter, for scme reeson or other, would escspe ocomoard-
nent. When they left the Jewlsh gquarter, to return Lo Lonsir
own homes, toey took with tnea everythlng thet could oo moved.
In coneEaguence, the Jewe now returnlng can findrone of Laelr
nossesaliona.

Fifteea tnousand of the Jews wino returned to Sofla are
livine in the Jewlsh quartere of tne city. Thay ere crowded
together, living two and three femilles in one room, toe
enildren with the old reople, the well with the sigk, Subleoct
to deprivation over g long neriod of years, thees Jews, under-
nourished, ill-clothed, =meny with no shoes or only woat might
heve passed for shose A year or TwWo ago, have no resources.
Though heving the right to work, they heve no employzent. Host
of the men neve been called up for military service. Thelr
femilies recelve the reguler allowance for those whose oread-
winners nie In the arsy, out thls smounts to 500 leva per month.
At unofflcisl rates of exchange, Thlse repreesnts &0cut one and
ene=hell Turkieh lira, Some ldea of the purchacing power repre-
aented oy 500 leva can oe secured when one compares tile azount,
for & fenlly, with the ainimum amount one perech Must have ln
oriler to securs food gnd shelter. I have oeen informed Dy 1ln-
dividuele from Bulgaria that one must heve a minimum of six tou
elght thoussnd leve per month mer person in order io nuve a
minimum exlstence. The Sulgnrrisn suthoritles told Mr. Ben-
gourlon that they will relse the alloestion Lo frop elgnt to
fifteen hundred leva ner month.
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The group asong the Jews most nord hit are, of gourse, the
children, There are upwards of 5,000 Jewian ehildren in Bul=-
grrls ostwesn tne oges of elx and Tirteen, lloet of lnese
cnildren are residing in the Jewlsh guertan of Sofla, uwnder-—
nourlshed and uordly elothed. Wouy of them ere willaoul =noed.
altnough the Jawich enildren in Bulperls now nave Lne riznt to
sttend tne Sulzsrian schools, Yr. Bengourlon riated Lhet he
gpw many childran who could not avall themselves of thls cppor-
tunlty, &8 they hed no phoea or degent clolhcs 1o wear wund
perforce hed Lo remein ot nome.

Despite restrictions wnich have Leen plaged upon emlgra-
1isn to Faleatine, heretofore reporied 1o you, M¥r. Bengourlon
nronpses to recommend &nd to take alens 1o make efflcaclous
the sdmlsslon into Palastine of 5,000 ehildren from Bulgarls.
Ha mpanoses alep to try to purchese 1in Folestine 10,000 calrs
of mnoes for export to Bulgarla, and also & quantity of medi-
cilnea bared upon the 117% which I trenealtted to You lmn our
letter of Decenber 8. Med leines Bre urgently regulred bacause
of ine existence of typhus in the Jewisn cusrter, nalerla,
diphtheria, ond other illlnessee. There i no foRp Lo of OD-
teinsd in Bulzerim. #s & result, it is not vosslible for ihe
people in the Jewleh guarter Lo wash tnemselves, to clean
iheir clothes, end to tske the necessary gteps to delouse
Ltheir aoprrel or to teke elameniary Jcessuras of nanliatlon
for the crowded quarters ln whlch they live.

4. V¥nile in Bulgeris, Mr, Bengourion leerned LOet toere
pre 300 Jeaws of Hegedonla whno have come out of nlding in the
mounteins and are now in 3kople. At thle time, tnese are sll
tas Jews known to ve in Hacedonls efter tne deportations which
took place B year O LWO 8E0. Ferhepe thoere rre others §till
in hiding, out they have not yet dlsclosed thenselves. Thle
group in Mecedonia 15 Anotner vhieh reculres asslsipnce, oOut
1t counot oe rescned from Bulgerla. Parhepa, in dug course,
aoﬁ:ﬁnhnnunl will pe found througn which thece veople 8&.i D8
&l "

§, From here in lstanbul, 1t would seem tart the fol-
lowing inferences cén -2 drawn regerding ihe Salkans, With
the exceotlon of Italy, whose nolitical cosition is somewont
unique, Rumenis and Eulqarla are the first two sxis couniries
winloh neve veen Tully lloeratsd. The Jews ln tnese Lwo coun=
tries heve felt 1n Tull measure sll the pressures and dlisadll-
ities, the derortatlons and sufferinge to waleh the Jewlsh
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people in Axls eouniries gould neve osen subjecied. I1n a
limiied sense, one alght regard them A8 an examnle of waat

one mignt expect to find asong Ltne general coouletlon in otier
Erens {f Central and Esstern Zurope which have oven under Hazi
gontrol.

AT the present tlme, the efforis of the Jewlsh people, or
the Aumenisn and Bulgarlan Governments in tneir oehalf, o
resgtaciieh lnemeelves, must oOe regerded se an attemoi o 1ifv
themselves by thelr own UOOLBLI'ADSE. It cannot ue dong, and
suteide eid, in kind end in money, cuat oe made availavie to
£1d4 taem in thelr efforts.

Under the gclrcumstences, 1T would seem tOLY Aan early
study of conditions in Rumenis snd Bulgarla, of orodlems
whieh exiszt end whilch will =rise, would be informetive and
profltable To some of the governnental cigencles, Buch &8 the
intergovernmentsl Committee for Hefugees, tne UHAAs, and others
which, in due course, might ue called upon to aid refugees 1n
1ibereted aress vhlch formerly were Axis, IT any of Lthem
expects to pive asalstance, generous and immedliste sid, pref=
srably in kind, should oe sant Aif the assistance ls to do any
ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ-
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ara, January 16, 1945,

Dear Ira:

Many thanke for your letter of Tecember 28. 1
gm sure that Cecilia Agar did not mean the parngraph
in her article to be Interpreted as it undoubtedly
has bDeen lnterprated by the general reading public
tr mean that 1 objected to your aseing Cretzlanu.
Of ccurse, you and T know that by reason of our close
personal relationshlip, had I objected, you would not
hove called to ses him -- but the general public who
read her article doss not know thia. It 1a unfortunatea,
therefore, that inatead of maralr gaying that we
"di{gcussed 1t far into the night", she did not add a
phrase explaining how wa solved the procblem, I say I
um sure she did not mean it, for you will recall t £
when I wea home last August, she did a very nice
complimentary article about me == indicating that her
tpentment of this particular paragroph was, as you say,
not intended to be unfriendly. When you see her,
please give her my kindest regards and tell her that
I quite understand that the unfortunate impreasion that
was doubtless ereated was not intentional.

While my plane are not as yet definlite, I hope to
be able to clean uf heare in about a month, and as socon
as the slate here i1s clean, will atart for Washington,
via YMew York. Of course, { shall look forward to sesing
you as scon &3 I reach New York.

With every good wish and kindest ragardis,
Zincerely yoursa,

P S T S S

Mr. Ira Hiprse
Vice Prqﬂldan&,
Blocmingdale Broa.,
New York, N.Y,
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December 28, 19044

Dear Laurance! rs"{"'}:’(
The enolosed story following an interview with

Cecllia Agar disturbed me very much as she put ﬂad
a twist on a referance I made to a dlsoussion with

you prior to talking with the Rumanian Minister

which ocould be misinterpreted, I tried this out Mr
on a number of peoplé who do not see in it the

slant which I feared, but I do not like it, Migs ~

Agar %11l tell you that I emphasized again and

again,as I have with all newspaveré and people whth

whom i have spdken sinoe l‘:g‘rutum, our part in the

refugee work, You know t I oould have done

nothing without you, and sc does everyone else.

Here agaln 1sg an example of the dangers of
publicity. Mise Agar saye she 18 entirely
innoocent 1n the matter and did not intend 1t as it
might be read.

I have asked the editors to write a story on

your move from Turkey to Czechoslovakia with
emphasis on the refugee work, I am oonfident that
they will de 1% and we may make a virtue of this
instance, I want you to count ofi me to continue
to do this 1n every possible way, as nothing shall
deter me from doing all within my power to advanoe
your leadership as I have promised,

I am anxiously awalting word of the time of your
ghif% to know when I may see you or hear from

you in crder to take certailn steps that may be

of value at this time, I was distressed to hesr
that Duloie has been 111, I do hope that by now
che is fully recoversd and that the strain of the
shift from one capital to another will not be too
arduous for her,

The oountry has sobered down to a blue funk sinoce
ite falseeesdation. You know how Americans swing
from one extreme to another. I don't think you
would enjoy this atmosphere too much at this time.
1 mise seeing you and talking with you, and will
not be satisfied until we find the way and the
ciroumstances of working together agshn,

Sincerely yours

Ambassador Laurence A, Steinhamt
Amer lohn Embassy
Ankara, Turkey
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lah

Dave White tells me that they are
drafting a cable today to Eatzkl

to return., Mrs, Henderson will remaln
in Turkey for four weeks after Eatzkl
leaves to clear up any detalls that come
up. (This 18 at Eatzki's rn;:al‘c.}

¥igs Bixler will remain 1in rkey to
work for another government agency.

ret
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Istanbul, December 5, 1944

Dear Mr, Hirschmann:

I have received a letter from Mrs. Reichl in which she
thanks you for the gift which you arranged with me, before
your departure, to have made to her, and in which she goes
on to say:

"But all this was covered by your letter with the included
lines from Erie. I believe I need not tell you how happy it
makes us to know that the children sre in order -- it 1s seven
months now since we had the last letter] And we do hope that
there will be no difficulty for our further steps to emigrate
to t he States when the war is over., Will you be so kind and give
Eric some advice what to do? And we most heartily congratulate
you to the historical event that your President was elected
for the fourth time -- Grandl

"And how did you find your family? Did Mrs. Hirschmann
like all your 'trouvailles' from the Bazar?

"Here things have not changed much, Eberts are in a 1little
petter mood now and settled again in the Sumer Sokak.

"Imagine -- some days ago, we opened the German Radio and
just heard: 'that the American Jew Hirsehmann just arrived 1in
Sofia to give all the Jews the chief positions and jobs.'

Just as true as all the other news they sayl Some people here
say that there is a possibillity you come 8oon again -- COh, that
would be fine, We really would enjoy 1t to have you here again.
But I am afraid you won't come.

"I hope you have these lines soon, just right to get our
heartily Christmas greetings for you and Mrs, Hirschmemnn. I
don't dare to ask you & great favour -- would == and could you
send me some photos of my two grandchildren? and give all our
love to Eric and Eve and tell them that we are all right and
always waiting for thelr news.

"Beast regards from all your friends here -- it is only
yesterday that Back sald '0h, if Hirschmann would be hers, then
we could have fine musicil'

"And again a thousand thanks for all =- and much love, Flease
do write again and soon to Ella and Fritz."
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This was written on November 30,

this time, you have probably recelived a communication
from Mr. Jaguinet by way of the pouch.

I believe Mr. Katzki has Just written to you, so he has
undoubtedly told you all the news, and that we are all well.

I trust that you are not working too hard, and that this
will be for you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Sincersly yours,

C:; Voo
virgaia Henderson
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Istenbul, November 27, 1944

Dear Dr. Korur:

In my letter to you of October 31 I advised you
that I was writing to Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann, who 1is
now in the United States, for Iinformation concerning
your bill in the amount of T.L. 30 for professional
services rendered to him last July.

I am now in recelpt of a reply from Mr. Hirschmann,

transmitting the amount of your fee, and asking me to

express to you his sincere regret that the payment thereof
was overloocked., I am, accordingly, encloslng hereln the
sum of T.L. 30, for which I should appreciate your giving

me a recelpt in order that I cen forward 1t to Mr,
Hirschmann.

Very truly yours,

ﬂ!u.

Virginia D. Henderson
Secretary to Mr. Hirschmann

Dr. Ali Korur
Adliye Sarayl Karpgisinda Hayatl Bey Apt.
- Ankara

Enel.

3 P prnn },_Mw(_, Aoy f»w«
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For Fahls War Eefugee Bourd from Hirschmenn

The advance of the Russian army alascst on the borders of
Humsnis endangers the lives of all ibo,nm refugeas in the
concentration camps of Transnistris. Fear is expressed by
refugess coming out of Humenis that these pecple will become
vietims of a last minute sedistic p@rge by the retresting
Humaniana.

It is suggested that you bring every possible pressurs to
hear through neutral diplomatie sourcss as well as the Inter-
nationsl Red Cross on the Humanien Government - which is now
u-lici.ns ways apd means to establish friendly reletions with
Britein snd the United States perticularly the latter - that
it undertake fo do all in its power to save those refugess
ir Trunspistris. This can be accomplished ooly es Marahml
Antonsscu issuea an order to the army comsander and officers
in Transoistriu that they will be severely :pumdshed if they
cosmit further strocities against the refugees in that territory.

STEINHARDT

e e | rFl..rMLJ Pwae oo vad sm
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Nay 2, 1948

General Wiilliam O'DWyer
War Fefugee Boerd
Treasury Bailding
Washington, 25, D, C,

Dear General O'Dwyer:t

I am enolosing a radiogram received by me
today from Joel Brand, Miss Hodel knows
the backzground of Mr, Brand's activities
connected with the Board's operations when
I was Speclsl Hepreserastive in Turkey.

Brand was exceptionally helpful to the
Board and exposed himself and hile family
to reprisals by hils courage and resouroe-
fulness., If anything can be done to ald
him or his family I am confldent that you
will want to do so, DErand was extreme
helpful to our government with the inforua-
ticn he dleclosed,

1 shsll be glad to talk with you or Miss
Hedel about any aspeot df the matter 1if you
wish., In the meanwhile, 1f you would feel
free to let me ¥now of any efforts or
sugoess that you In:{ have in alding him

I ghould be grateful,

Cordially yours

lahiret I, A, Hirschmann
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MACEAY FADIC RADIOGRAM

TELAVIV
MAY £ FM 12 06

IRA HIRSOHMANN
Delr Bleomingdale's Bth 6t
Lexington Ave NYD - 9tate Dgpt War
Aefuges Board Yashington IO

VHEN 1700 HUMGARIAN JEWA LEFT BERGENARELSEN
FOR SPITZEFLAND FPEW MONTHS ACO OHLY MY MOTHTR
SISTER NOT PERMITTED LEAVE BEROENBELSEN ON '
\II'.
COMITERTOY Mow IEAVING FOR NMERSENTELSEN AND TH:rI
ALL OTHER MCAHS SITH VIEW ASCERTAINING WHETHER
HOUTHER IDA BRAND NEE BRECHER AGED 73

AISTEAS FLLA STRINEF MEE FRAND ASED 50 ‘l

SPECIAL ORDERS EICHMAFN STVF PLEASE CONTACT

MEAT RALAD NET BRAMD ACED 48 HANDA ERAND AGED
36 NILCE MARGIT BALGO AGED 10 ALL FROM BUDAPEST |
STILL ALIVE BTOP PLEABE OIVE ALL POSBLHLE
ABSISTANQE STOP MY WIFE HANSI BRAND AND TWO
S0NE8 SUQCEEDED ESCAPE LIVING LUDAFESY 14 FR
ANCIAUTCA 33 WORKING INTERCROICROUGE PLEASE TRY
CONTACT AND ASSIST STOP DESIRING CONTINUE WORK
HELFING SURVIVING HUNGARIAN JEWS AND RAIBING MONEY
THEIR RESETTLEMENT STOP WANTING VISIT STATES
FOR THIS PURPOSE COULD YOU PLEASE MELP WITH VISA
STOF THANKS FOR YNUR HELF AND OGREETINGS

JOEL ERAND

TELAYIV ROTHSCHILDELYD B8




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

dear ir. Hirschmanns:

I have recelved your letter of January &1, 1946
h you reguest a letter from the Department
the facts of your positlon "under the aegls

Ve e T
=LRL

The kres.dent's Executlve Order of January 22,

eatablishing a War Refugee Ecard proviced among
other tnings that "the State Department shall appoint
special attachés with diplomatic atatus, on the recom-
mendatlon of the Board, to be stationed abroad in places
where 1t is likely that assistance can be rencered to
war refupees, the duties and responaibilities of such
attachds to be defined by the Board in consultation with
the State Department”.

Subsequently, the VWar Reiugee Loard ilntormed the

Department that the Board proposed to appolnt you as
the Acting Special HRepresentative of the Board with the
eslmnation by the Department as Special Attache to the
Erpasay at Ankara on war refugse matters. Thereupon,

the Lepartment on Februery 12, 1944, in conformlty wlth
the President's Order, instructed the Amerlcan Anbassador
to Turkey immediately to advise you that you were so
desipneted as Speclal Attachd and were to have diplomatic
status. On February lé, Ambassador Stelnhardt cabled
the Department that he had comnunicated thls advice to

&
=
'."J‘
S

L

Sinceraly yours,

e ol

Under Secretary

A, Hlrschmann,
654 liadlson Avenue,
%{*HEI Hew York, Hew York,

Vi

FOPVICTORY |
| &
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October 9, 1946

Dear Mrs., Roosevelt :

One of the many su rlative deeds of

human selvation which your late husband
performed was connected with the creation
of the War Refugee Board. I know the story
intimately as I was the Representative of
the Board in Ankara during most of 1944,
puring that time, because of and only
because of the undeviating support that

the late President gave the Board 1t was
possible to reseue some thousands of people
from the Balkans who otherwlse would not

be alive today.

The most heart-warming experience that I
had was in learning the reactlon of "little
people" in the peasent areas of the Greek
islands and in the Anatollan Mountains
who somehow had learned that Franklin
Roosevelt was working for thelr welfare
and looked to him as President.

I had the privilege of ransmitting some
of the quotes from these people to the
1nE2nFresidant through my friend, Isador
Lubin.

The story of the rescue of many of these
lost people was in the files of the State
Department and in my own recollections.

It was decided that the story really be-
longed to all of the american people as

1t was they, through their great leader,
who had reached out some fourteen thousand
miles from our shores and rescued the op-
pressed.
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This story has been put together in a

book called, "Lifeline To ! Promised Land,"
which it has been my humble privilege to
write. I have taken the liberty (after
talking with Elliott) of sending it to you
because I owe whatever I was able to do

in my small way to the vision, courage and
humane concern for others of %he immortal
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Cordially yours,

iah:em I. A. Hirschmann
encl.,

P.5. I am taking the liberty of sending
you an advance copy of the book
in page proofs.

Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
29 Washington Square West
New York City.
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