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ankara, september 11, 1044

No. 783

gubJect: Forwarding report from Mr. Ira A.
Hirechmann, Representative of the
War Refugee Board, to Mr. John
Pehle, Executive Director of the
War Refugee Board.

The Honorable
The feoretary of State,

Yaghington.
5§

I have the honor to forward herewith a rnm’t
from Mr, Ira A. Hirschmann, Representative of

War Refugee Board, to Mr., John Pohle, Executive Director
of the War Nefugee Board, Washington, regardiing efforts
which are being made by Mr, Hirschmann and the Enbasay
to repcue oppresgsed minorities from Axie-cecupled Europe.

Respectfully yours

Laurence A. Steinhbardt
U. 5. Ambassador to Turkey

i“nclosuret
Report as degeribed.

LAS/pe
File No. 840.1
To the Department in original and hectograph
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of the
Wmtn of America
Istanbul, September 11, 1944.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

i am enc herewith preliminary ort cove
the sctivities of M':&mﬂu!ﬂ:;fmm a
unﬂuu,mu. In order make for easier reading I
have divided

y m..-mqmw.m-t—mw
seotione:

1) Cove the backgreund and chronological
tjdmmt-twm

(2) Conelusions, observations and recommendations.

Political events are moving with such rapidity in the
Irll.ddh Enﬂhut:. the Balkans that many of the li.‘:r re=
erred to reaport have undergons son erable change
by the time this rcuhu.;:n. It 1s hoped that the

serve, however, nnrmﬂﬂ"lhﬂmtﬂuhrm
ﬁwumhhlhﬂum-ﬂm peried stated
above,

In addition to the reference made in the final s of
the report to Mr. Katzki and the two secretaries aas to
me in Turkey, I wish %o acknowledge here again the loyal and
tireleaa efforts of lir. Katzki who has compiled considerable
of the data in the report, and whose efforts have been iner-
dinately helpful.

A subsequent report will be malled to you in due course.

May I again offer Lhearty thanks te you, the Board, and
your agsoclates for the full suppert whish you have sccorded me,
without which I could not have functioned.

Sincerely yours,

(sdgned)
I. A, HIRSCHMANN
Speeial Attache

John %, Pehle, Esquire
Exegutive Director
fiar Refugee Board
Treasury Department
!ﬂ.'mn. D, Ceu
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Istanbul, Turkey
August 15. 1044,

Qonfidential

i, John ¥, Pehle, Executive Director
Var Refugee Doard
Washington

pear Mr, Pehle;

In pursuanee of ry Ainstructions from you, this ia
a preliminary report designed to offer a ploture of the
situasion as I found it upon my mtwrn So Turkey

on June 19, 1944, and the results achloved to date,

) el ;111 mlnra in Ankarsa on Sunday
evening, June 1B. owing after a conference
with Ambassador Steinhardt, I was Anformed that Joel Brandt

hlulhnm-I gumably for Jerusalem, some days prior
to my arrival g ml.q. After a conference between
Ambaasador Steinhardt, J. C. Sterndale Bennett, Minister
from Great Dritain to Turkey, and myself, it was determined
that I should return at once to Calre , Minister
Bennett informed us, Joel Hrandt was inearcerated and under
striet surveillance by the British Nilitary Intelligence.

on June 22 I forwarded to you & copy of my report
submitted to Ambagsador Stelnhardt, cove my interview
with Joel Brandt and cbservations and recommendatlions
connected with the magtters relating to Joel Brandt's viait

to Turkey.

Upon my retwrn %o Ankara, I was informed by
Ambagsador Steinhardt that we were ilnstructed to take
no further action in the above matter, and have acted

mﬂmi

A telegram was dispateched on the subjeot
informing the Board IOMIl'Ilng certaln ateps i'nnh were
being taken in connection with the proposals by repre-
sentatives of the Jewish Agenoy, the German Consul in
Istanbul, Joseph Schwarts of Joint Distribution
Committee, and others. In this connection, I add
that the city of Istanbul, whigh at beast 1s & hotbed of
gossip, was rife with the most fantastic rumers
concerning the so-oallsd Brandt preposels. As a final
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word, 1 deem it a matter of regret that Joel Brandt
was urged and virtually by the Britiash
tna.-rmn—rmzm reaturned to hiag Jowish
prineipels and family in Rungary.

2- m-
. fua arrival.

Upon my arrival in Ankars, Ambassador gteinhardt
informed me that, since my return to the United
Btates, a large mumber of pentoatives of

various or zetlone from the United States and
Palestine arrived in Turkey. In their zeal

to asslst in the rescue of refugees representing
their own special constituents, and because of o
lack of f with what fud already been
undertoken and with conditions for such operations
in Turkey, a confused and chaotiec situation was

deva « A a repult, a2 4is lonnte amount
of the asador's time, and that of his already
harde ressed ataff, waas being aboorbed. The situa-
tion had also created embarrassment for him as a
result of the numerous disconneoted approaches which
were being made by these individuale to the Turkish
Fore Offigce. As reported to you by Ambasaador
ate t, an arm t had been made by him with
the 3ecretary Oe of tho Ferelgn Office Aclkalin,
iulgool all of the rescus activities through the spe-
¢ial reprosentative of the Yar Refugec Board, upon

my return to Murkey.

On Sunday, June 25, Ambasgador Steinhawdt invited
%o his home the representatives of the vorious

ageneles who had converged upon Turkey and who wore
Mkars for a luncheon and a discusaion of a

then in

nev modu to aynehronize the efforts in-
wlvﬁ'!ﬁ' mg work from Turkey. At this
luncheon there were E:.!In‘ll Ambassador Steinhardt;
Nobert Kelly, Counselor of Embessy; I. A. Hirschmannj
Harbort Entl‘.lj nmsmtw War Reofugee Board)
Dr. Joseph Schwartc and R Feonik, represonta=-
tives of tha American Joint Distribution Committee;
Dr. Judah L. Nagnes, President of the Hebrew Uni-
versity in Jarusalem, and Harry Viteles, both of

the Midle Zast Advisory Committes of the American
Joint Distribution O ttoe; Chalm Barlas and Zeev
Schind, representatives of Jewish 7 David
Sechweltzer, repregentative of the Hiss-Ica Fmigra-
tion Assocliation (Hicem); and Jaood Griffel, repre-
sentative of the Asudath Israel and the Vaad Haatzalah.

Ambagsador Stelnhardt pointed out the
ment in the efforts to ashieve results on the com-
petitive and disconnected basis with which the
various organizations were attempting to function
in the urgent field of resous. He recommended
that a general overall combittee be organisged to
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consider all matters relating to refugee work,
which comuittes was to consiat of all the re

sentatives of the intercated ageneles in ¥
In addi there was %o De appolnted a so-
galled We Committee, to Adeal with lmmedlate

problema and make deglaions, these gommitteesn
to be headed by the representative of the "ar
Refugee Doard, Mr. Katzki wus o act us Exeou-
tive Secrotary. Heconded by Dr. Judah L. Magnes,
the groap unanimouwly agreed to the euggested
erganizaitional plan.

Abul, d togot gﬂlﬂ“ﬁlﬂl
of all the organizations for the firasl prellminary
meeting of the so-called Advisory Counell. Minutes
of this meeting are attached ( % A.) With
the exception of t=o discordant notes struck by
the represeatative of the Emergency Com:ltZee for
the Neseue of Jews in Turepe, lr. Jabotinsky, and by
ir, Denenberg of the InSernuitlonal Resoue and
Relief Committee, the meeting was harmonious and
offared a promising, prectieal veginning.

w gegured unanimous appreval to choose
the s od Torking Dxecutive Committees, I
geleeted the follo members; Reuben Resnik,
representing the Joint Distributlon Commitiae
Ghoin Darlas, for the Jewish Agency, Zeov Seiaind,
and David Schweitzer. The firet meeting was held
at the offices of the United Btates Consulate
general in Istanbul on July 17, 1944. The minutes
of the meeting are attached {#xhibit B.) ¥ith
one cxception, meetings have been held weekly.

The presence of . Judah L. Magnes; Ellezer
Kaplan, meaber of the Lxecutive and Trausurer of
the Jewish Ageney} and Dr. Joseph Iehwartsz, Curopsan
Pirector of the Joint Distribution Committee,
waz most halpful in defining the objectives
of their respective organizations. They eliminated
certaln tangent and conflieting activities in

whiah the o zations were indulging, sueh s
competitive for ships for resgue.
agreed to pool organizations' rescue activities

under the “ar Refugee Hoard's pregram. Vhile
gertain differences in method and objective were
bound to create momentary Adlvergences of viewy asone
of whichh we have ﬂpoMb{ gelegran, it is ounii-
dently believed at this writing that a degree of
harmony and cooperstion has been wstabll d between
the numercus ropresentatives which has eliminated
to o fulr extent confusion, wuch overlapping of
sotivity, waste of effort, and defleetion from

the obJeect of saving lives.
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Exhibdt 0 48 o liat of the tions now
engaged in relief and rescue activities in Turkey,
their repressntation and activities.

achlieved 0 ' F Taoho Thalaan whick
establ ighed between Oretzianu, Tumanian Minlster to
Ankare, and myself on my prev vislt to Turkey, led
to the re ion of these conversations at the

of (i1bert Himond of the International fed Cress at
Ankara, on July ®1. The contenta and results of

these talks were Aispatched to you by Selegraph and
pouch., I gained from these comversatlons, an raported
to you, the further conviction that uﬂtlinnn person—
ally, and Mihal Antonescu, were endeavoring to win a
meagure of good-will from our (overnment through
their soqniescence in the reqnesta made on behalf of
the Board's rescue PrograRl.

Cretzionu's agreement to permit refugees from
Mungary inte end through Mumenis was an affirmative
gtep., The trangmission of this information te Hun-
mﬂumm by the International Red Oress in

, 18 rep rted to have had a salutary affeet.

At my second conference with Cretzlanu on August
5, he was 4 for his Oovernment to permit the
Hungarian es to remain 1-‘5‘ in Rumania,
whore "havens" could be estahli for them., Yhis
introduced & new and perhaps novel situation for the
Mumanians. V"hepeas four mohths sge we were pressing
the Rumanian Jovernment to permit the evacuation of
any muiber of Rumanian Jewish citizens 50 aa to avade
their parsecutors, we were requeating of the
same Government permission for the use of its territory
as n go-called temporary "gafe haven" for refugees
from its neighbor, Hungary. COretzlanu seized wupon
the irony of the situation, ehoosing to interpret owr
request for so-cnlled "temporery Eavens" in Rumenin
as an indieation that we had coneeded Rumania to have
begcome safe for refugees, Nor Aid I meke any effort
to discourage him in this assertion, ur instead
that his Oovernment svbstentiate the new situntion
in terma of resulta, '

Oretzianu wapg consigtently halpful in ?mlﬁng
with my requeste for infommaticn regerding e) t

new organization sponsored ‘h{ the Oovernment to deal with
refugee matters and to fapilifate the trenglt connected
therevith, (b) the roles bd.?u played by Mesare. Zissu,
Fildermann, Rubin, ete. and (o) the expedition of the
gailing of the Mumanian beats from Constansa. I have
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every resson %0 belleve that he has also urged hie
mmmmmrudhhmmi::ﬂmth
reception and temporery retention in of the
Fungarian Jews when arrive., In thio connectien,
1 1:"13 promised that u:rm authorized M‘l:. organi-
za i our dire s WAll provide necwasary
food, ei-:iug. funds, e¢te., for the fefugeee Iin
Rumenia who are obliged to seek temporary haven there
en route to lalestine.

B s« The regcuec of re g from
the 4 och was accelerated the
monthe of March and Ap+il (See Fxhibit D) materdally
decreased during the months of May and June. The
fasts leading to this pituntion arey

. Bl tlon. h- braneh of the

Jewish @ed in chartering the
MWE:“” and ir lzying the groundwork
in g uneuthoriged operetion, faced
nuaorous rroblems connected with obtsining Fumaniasn
paseports, and exit visas esgential for transportation.
on B, I reported the nfdditicnel cbstacles which
had the faterin period obatruct the
mu-lun.pf refugees from Oonstanze (Exhibit E.)

er the earlier obstacles had been overceme, the
final hurdle wap taken tlreugh the efforte of
Ambasssdor Bteinhardt with the Turkish Foreign Offics,
as n result of which the 1n.tt::r‘imﬂt:ﬁ the entry
of refugees by sea into Turkey without sh visas,
and arranged for the immedlate dlspatch of the
refugees rail to Panlestine. You are tlre foumil-
iap -:I.tl: deteils and rcutine ccnnected witkh this
movement .,

n exception was tmm another Bulgarian
boat which made ite trip ] endent and

differont arrangements. In $his instance, & group
of ten familiep in Pumenis, with ample w

B
ghartersd the Bellacita enc :f- tri
to o Mumlbufthlnlﬁlﬂrm:m

been released € the erforts of the “ar Refugee
noard from Troneniatria. fome of thege fanilies
padd, we are informed, 1.5 millien %o ? million lels
each, (Perhaps it is in thig gonniction that reports
reached you mamnf'nhm prices paid fer p a
to Turkey by eertain vidupls.) "e are ad
however, that on all ships where people of means
wigh to travel, they are m%mm high feea
by the loeal organizations in ia, which are
employed to help secure the negsssary funds to moet
mun in Rumanis for pags and visa fees and
costs in connection wi mnnu?. a
in behalf of g who sucoeeded in entering
and wers without de. For information, no
i::l.ld from Rumanian

nationals, who has basn by sea %o Istanbul,
has been required to pay for his transportation.

BSuch expenses have been 4 z.:lu private relief
organizations, notably tha Jo ribution Committes.
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In the meanwhile, other complications
aroge in Dugharest. A change ocowred in the
internal affairs of the organization in
Bucharest which, on behalf of the Jowish
W group, had besn meking the seleetion
] mﬁ: in Rumania for embarkation to
Ist , and whioh had been in char of
the technical detalls in Eﬂ’l}lﬂﬂ
re g for departure. the mysterious
Mr. Zissu rears his head., We are inforned
that this personality, a staunch Zionist and
a man alleged to be of substantial means
o e it108 to being & olose friend of Mihai
Antonescu, having heen appointed the repre-
sentative of the Jewigh s took virtual
control of the cholce nr%a.tu be
smbapked from Constanza. oting etorieas
have renched us, reanging all ths way from
sogounts of Mr. Zissu's exira
capacities and leadership to agousatlons
of dllettantiam and an arbitrary obstructlon-
4am, At this wmrilt , I am inclined %o the
view that Mr., Zlssu a highly complex
situntioh connected with the choice of refugees
mmun.mnnnnmumm
mltnnmurmmnmmnm
%1 tndthu final embarkation wae oomewhat

a Bils

In an effort to determine the eompoaitlon
and auspleea of the new zation set wp
by the Rumnnian Gove to facilitate
refugee travel, I requested information of
Hinlater cr-nim regnding the new Arrange-
ment. The official pronowncement on this
gubject from Mihal Antoncauu was delivered to
me by M. Simond of the International Red
Crogs (Fxhibit r.)

on My 23, the Intermational Ned Croas
tranomitted to me the text of a cchle from
¥ihai Antoneseu to the Rumanian Logation,
Lisbon, dated July 18, whioh inm
Aetails concerning the Interministerial
Committee (Exhibit G.)

on £1, in an effort to break the
aeadloek existing in Rumania with regard %o
the oholce of the of re s to be
chosen for esbarkation %o Ist , I caused
to have delivered to ir. Zissu ths attasched
letter (Exhibit H.) Two days prior to that

behind the efforts of Mr, Griffel of the

Vasd Haatzalah in his efforts %o engage

geparate shipe for the ressus of the fngh in
whom the Vaad Hactzalah and the h Israel
organizations were interested. Efforta So seoure
nmfmﬂdumtmmtumthﬂm.
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2. T shi boats. There were small Turkish
boats an agreoment between the
German and furkish Government, were engaged in
earrying merchandise to Varna, ria, from
Istanbul. AFr m- ware m ipudlnt:l.r
with various of ship captains to travel from
Il::rsn to ﬂﬂl'ﬁu h“p&k t:z r:ﬂci:;r instead
of returning emp 8 direc
to Iatanbul. '*h- four Turkish boats were; the
05 Kazb whigh arrived on July 9 with 7850
pas who have to Palestine with
the assistance of the sh government u
rlpnﬂﬂ to in my Mo, 404, July 10t the 58
Eul e of carrying 850 ,;umn: the

e ofcarrying 150 passe L1
%ﬁ capable of m:r:u.g 350 pas-
unsn-. tion, the Oreek flag steamaship,

Lo, wea found to be at Braila, which
nﬂh refitting would be able toacoommodate
1700 %o PC00 passengers.

!;] The Ei %i On ML'HI;, informatioh
waq that tm earrying

769 people, had left Constanza route
to Iutanhui In view of the fact that this voyage
ia :ﬁhﬂ of the manner in whigh ation from
was taking place by sea, it 1 be des-
oribed in detall
Selections for this boat were made by the local
organlzation of the Jewlash Ageney in Buchareut
from the thousanda of people who desired to travel
on this ship. In eonsequence, some arder of priority
had to be uhhulh-d In the first place, prefer-
enoe sag glven to shlldren, espeelally those from
Transnistria, These were selected without regard
to party affiliations or und . Second in
prlority were ﬂ:ru;us in who had arrived
from other countries. Their position was most
inpegure, and they likewlse were pelected without
regard to party affiliations. Third were
agrioultural workers and youths (Chalutzim,)
-mlnﬂ: selected. The remaining ones were cliosen
Zlonlata mu-zunhn. persons who were

lﬂ'.lllut or not !ul'lll with ruum parties,
It 4s in the selection of this latter y from
the above organizations and from indl s not

affilisted with Shem, that the friction ocours at
the place of departure. Obviously, each organlza-
tion sxertas efforte to inolude the largest number
of ite own adherents, and any baslis of division
would be cause for complaint at gome point.

* fee Ueotion (b) below. A le te report on the

age of the 58 Bulbul and is
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finoe the refugees are destined for Fuleastine,
one might e that some emphasis would be
placed upon selection of Zlonlate.

All She passengers, with exgeptions as noted
below, had individual or celleetive Ruzrniun pase-
rts and Rumanian exit visas. Only about 12 or

had received Turkish transit visas in advance,
the remainder had none, It was understood with
the Turkish Foreign Office as the result of
menta made hy Ambassador Steinhardt, that all wo
be permitted transit through ag Palestine
visas had been promised by the British Embassy.
You have already been informed of the geaneral under-
standing between the bBritish Esmbapay and the Turke-
igh Foreinpg Office to the effect that any Jewish
refugee appearing on Turxish soll would rescive a
Paleatine viaa.

Upon regceipt of informution that the
was en route we immediately advised the
Ewbassy in Ankara, in order that the Turkigh
Forelgn Office in tumm could be given notics. Dus
to the arrapgsments whieh had been made by Am-
bassador ESteinhordt, the Embassy was assured of
the full cooper tion of both the Turkish Foreign
Office and the Turkish Ministry of Commnications,
in connection with the disembarkation without
Turkish visas of the refugees provislon of tranalt
fagilities and rallway accommodations. The Kaszhek
appeared in Istanbul r at about £:30 on

morning, July 9th.
A small wooden ship with high decks and motor

propulsion, the ek wis expected, with some
crowding, %o acc e 450 le. It oarried
769 passengers to Iatanbul. refugenss were

mﬂdhhmrxnﬁﬂthﬂmi and it was
surprising to find thot the masts .{-nul‘ru wure
not being used for passengers. (As an interesting
sidelight, 1% was discovered that 13 people om=-
barked on the boat in Constanza without passporte
and without Rumanian exit Ta.rll.“, and were 1llegally
on this unauthorized boat.

Under the agreement with the Turkish authoritles,
the Kazbek 'hﬁnnngnn were required to remaln on
the ship o in harbor. The existing passports
had previously bLoen secwred on Saturday afternoon,
while the Kazbak wap still geveral hours from the
port of Istmnbul, and were brought te the Hritish
Poasport Control Offloe for Palestine entry certi-
fication. The British were most ccoperative, and
under Major Whittall, worksd far into sarly ‘unday
moyning to iseue cll the necessary Palestine entry
gertifiocatea. The passporte, including special
travel doguments which the lritish issued on behalf
of the 13 peesengera on the boat who had no pass=-
ports, were then taken to the Turkisi: ;olice for
the necessary translt viesas, A% the same time final
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nﬂ‘ngﬂﬂl were made with the '!u:t:hh ate Raile
ways train scoommodations to Aleppo, .

: It will be recalled that the Turkish Foreign
office I:ﬂ ann':nmr:l‘l:uﬁt $0 80=
commodate an approximate total o refngics weekly
on the twige-weekly trains whish travel Irom
Istanbul te Aleppo. It was cted, therefore,
that it would be necessary te divide the m-:.u
H:mnlnhtummuﬂmlnir .
Minister of Commnigations, however, generously
provided a speoial traln for ti- passengers.
As a result, the entire group Was o leave
Istanbul in cne train on Monday evening, July 10th.

The dlstribution of the Kazbek passengers wis
as followa)

#85 children, of whom 214 were children
from Transnistria.

85 refugeecs newly arrived, of whom there
were two Jugoslavas, two Blevakians
95 Poles, mostly via Hungary, and 36
Fungarians.

167 Chalutzim, which ineluded 25 from Poland
and eight who had eseaped to Rumania from
Odespa during the time of the Rumanian
scoupation.

20 Aguiath lerael members.
229 mized Zionists, non-Zionlste, and so forth,
759 Total

Cn behalf of the refugees, various speelal prob-
lemg had to be met., Licenses ﬁnﬁ to be seouwred from
the Turkisgh offigials in order to provide food for
the refugees while they were still aboard the ship

in the harbor, There were additional problesms in
securing pormigsion 1o obtain milk for the children,
This was arranged by us after some alight dealy.

Cnly proper accredited representatives were
permitted So nu-d the boat, nor could any passenger
on the boat take lsave of it while it wae in the
barbor. Contact with the p-.umg:. was only possible
by means of small motor boata. ship itself was
later moored directly %o the raillway station, whiech
abuts on the Asiatic aide of the Boasphorus; the
refugers there debarked in en orderly way, and were
escorted directly to the railway. The traln left
with a police escort.
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It wae hoped that the foundation had been laid
at this time for the continued arrival in Istanbul
of aldps bearing es from Constanza, FHeference
':::.‘hlln made t:hl.t:.h 'y hﬂ.:.::lﬂm Greek

. were readiness

-ﬁm’m Congtanza,

ulpnahu; of n-ugu to I'h-la!.n thnn:h Lmimt
'33"““““' to the Turkish Foreign
ofﬂn- -.nd slanu to ald in pres for the
departure of the doats which were gcheduled to leave
Constanza six weeks ago, wo received the news on
s e e e SR YR TR
were in the PBlask Sea st (3]
reports from the Black Ses entrance of the Bo
were that all three vesasels and then that the

and the had entered the Bosphorus. It
d":]'r:r in fact the had made port.
It ved on Auguat 5 with 308 pasa rs, who were

dispatehed to Palestine by rall on August 9,

story of the dlesaster gcomnected with the ghelling

and sinking of the oD along with the machine-

gunning of the E:o he water, has h“n aie-

patghed %o you ugh telegran and letter., Tha o0

Bul as reported, at my reguesat anc at our direction
rhed 1%a gaengers at Ignaeda, a Turkish

pur'l on the Il.ug Z2ea, and under the ausploes of

Turkish Red Crescent the -Inﬂ pasgengers, in-
mg five rescued from the were b t

to Istanbul by the cou the sh

mth-rlﬂ.u. They arrived in Istanbul on Auguat

14 and proceeded to Palestine on August 15.

The shock of the dlsagter to the OO
naturally occcasionsd serlous review in go nce
by the various repregentatives of rellief orguniza=-
tions rogurding the futwre actlion which should be
taken for rescue uotivities to Le conducted by assa
passage. The poeition was Saken by me &t the out-
set that the catugire vas an act of war, and that
aa long aa the rigke invelved were known to th-
passenigers, it was inewmbent upon us tu
in our rescuc operitions., (The loss of !%%
wag the only casuulty, whereas e gimil:
agos by othar veesels, esciling under slmllar
eircoumstancea, had been successfully completed.)
on this point, I am grateful to the Wur Refugee
Bourd for Ats prompt support of this policy.
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3« R ahi The Kumanian Government,
At ap 8, AL owr Inglstence had reviged its
poliey and agreed to permit the deporture of Jewish
refugees from that country. It apparently had
taken some positive steps to facilitate the depart-
ure of the walting refugees., It waas reported that
they had offered the use of Rumanian ships for the
movenent of refugees. The agemocies in Istanbul
have indicuted their willligness to accept the
uge of Fumanian boats as additinnal means of LTrang-
portation, One of the vessels mentioned ia the
fumanian ship mm Augnet 168, a measae
was reosived . of the International
ted Crosa that the Alba Julla would be prepared
to depart within approximately ten days of the
date mentioned. Othors may follow,  Buch bosts
would gail under Numanian Red Cross protection.
There ¢till remains the question as to whather addi-
tional Mumanian boats, As a practical matter, would
be sent to Iatenbul a2t this tTime.

4. Othe The
aallir Tureinli DOE ) apletion
of special errangnents conoerning the 8, a8

thege trips are unsuthorized., Teohnically, any
Turkisl: boat leaving Constanza muat have & permit
therefor. It leg this teehniecality which haa made
impossible up to the pregent the dispatch of
Turkish boats direotly from Jatanbul to Constansa,
feveral large Turkish Doats have ocome under dig-
oussien for refugee movement. The story of the
88 Tari is nown %o you. Tuo other boates hud been

o by looal ateanship agencles, namely the
85 lu and the 38 llbla. All of the sbove are
ove ons in welight, it 18 to bm noted

that no Turkish boat of more than 600 tons ls per-
mitted to leave Turkiash wators without a speclal
permit. Such a permit has been requeated for the

82 Anadolu.

In the msanwhile, on July 27, ns you were
Anformed telegraphiocally, the Turkish Oovernment
took steps to regall all of its shipping from
fopeign waters. This was followed on August 2
by the Turkisgh rupture of diplomatic and econanic
relations with the German Government. Obviously,
the Turkish dovernment would not and hag not
during this Juncture pemmitted the salling of any
of Ata ships, large or mmall, frem ite ports,
which has precluded the movement of the 83 Tapld
(the movement of which had been authorigzed
July PBth by Palabanoff from Fulgaria) or any of



the boats above mentioned. If and when the
gituation clears urﬂllnm to pemit the salling
of Turkish vessels, the efficials

will be requeated us to engage in the movement
of refugees from the Balkan ecountries to Istanbul,
en route to Palestine.

Referring to the gtatlietics concerning
emigration from a Auring the first siz months
of the year (Exhibit D), you will note that the
Mr-tmﬂmmuznumwm
mmbered only 556, All of these were in possession
of Turkish tranelt visas whigh were issued under
the agreement for the authorization of nine transis
vises per week for Bucharest. The continuing re-
fusal of the Govermment to grant facilities
to refugeecs had ted the mumber traveling from
Bucharest. With the changed attitude of the Bulgarian
dovernment towards transport, it is planned by us that
a flow of resgue traffie by rail will develop out of
fumanis, We are walting momentardly for the arrival
into Rumania of Hungarian refugees who will receive
priority by us in deing evacuated by sea or rail.

R the arrangement of nine vigas per
week, this has now undergone a radiecal revision, in
view of the valuable new -Il“ﬂﬂﬂhrmhl‘b-
ish Government has agreed issue transit visas on
application %o number of Jews who apply for them,
provided that hold the proper documente (see
Exhibit I). This important ement 18 a revolution-
Ay Wwﬂ.ﬂi eliminating aa 1t does
many of the © eal b whigh exiasted, and
which we have been attempting to break down sinee
the inception of the War Refugee Board

5. Dulgaria

« Pollt « Upon my return to
Turkey, and efforts of the
new Bagryanov Government in Bulgaria indicated the
possibility of opeming wp this country, whigh here-
tofore had been virtually locked from the inside

out, as an active field for rescue endeavor. The
Bagryanov Government, established under the apparent
gurveillance of the Hasi regime, was reliably rtod
to be at for thes independence and ita-
tion of ia, nad =oving closer to the soviet.

As $ime elapsed, it became obvious that the move-
ment was pmopﬁhl.r to the left, and that the
tdovernment was galnl some power and an enhanced
degree of . above view of the situation
w.s congurred in our Embassy, but represenied a
completely divergent o from that expressed by
mmberous so-gcalled an "experte® in Istanbul.
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At the time of the Turkish break of relations
with Germany, the Government had suc-
ceeded in coere German Oovermment to abandon
the two ports of Varna and Burgas, whioch had been
Gernan tary sones, and to reduse its army within
the borders of to one division (a seratehy
one, at that), T Ainformation was conflided to me
by Balabanoff, Bulgariin Minister %o Ankara,

pr. Floyd H. Black,* an accepted authority on
Bulgaria, was consulted and his ald solicited me.,
His advice and assistance have been invaluable. An
intermediary was requested by Dr, Hlack to bring %o
the Prime Minister's attemtion the memorandum at-
tached (Exhibit 1) preecisely at the time when the
h.'l.ﬂ:lu Minister to Turkey, Balabanoff, had been
aal to Sofia for urgent econsultation. 1 am
reliably informed that this specific memorandum was
plaeced before v on or about July 21. Three
days later, n his return to Ankars, Balabanoff
requeated an interview with me, through kir. Simond
of the International Red Cross. On July 24, as re-
ported in my Ne. 1370, July 26, I conferred with
Balabanoff. He reported to me the information that
the present dovernment was categorieally o posed in
prineiple te the pesition taken by the prﬂ'rﬁﬂi regime
relzting to minorities and Jews, and that it would
take "gradual steps” to ameliorate the conditions of
the Jews, as well as to facilitate their transporta-
tion out of Bulgaria, Balabanoff was transparent
in his effort to seek some meagure of the mugh-dssired
good-will of the Governnent of the Imited Btates at
this time in the crueial political position of the
- anov Oovernment. 1 determined to exploit this

utmost.

At the censlusion of my talk, I requested of
Balabanoff, in view lof the unambiguous position he
had taken regarding the situation, that he "put 1t
in writing® through a letter addressed to M. Simond.
Much to my surprise, he agreed %o do s0 by 1 p.m.
the fellowing day. I further requested permlsslon
to publish the letter, for which he stated he would
be obliged to reeceive authorization from his Govern-
ment. At 12 noon the following day, the note was
deliversd whigh contained a eategorical erltieimm
of the previous Bulgarlan Governement and its policies

¥"Trom 1075 0 1042, Predident of the American College
in sefia. From Ootober 1’. 1042 to June 30, 1044,
gpeeial Asslstant in the forelgn Auxiliary Service
of the Department of State. Called to the Presidency
of Istanbul Colleges, Istanbul, May 1, 1944.
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in relation to Sreatment of minorities and Jewisgh
questions, and whioh consolidated and confirmed
.hll{l'ﬂ.ll.i related in the fore « When shown
the letter, Dr. Blagk described 1t as a valuable
document, and ene whisch we had every right to use
as a basis for holding the Government %o
the promises, now glven in writing, asmuming that
the promise of that Government oan be regarded as
given in good falth.

Fredicated on Balabanoff's representations
in behalf of his Uovernment as verba:lly made to me
and set forth in wiriting in the aforesald letter
of July P25, for me but addressed to M. Simend
(see my NWo. 1371 of July 26), and in view of the
raplaly onanging political situation connected
wi ia's augmented efforts to withdraw from
Hazl contrel, I addresged & note to the Bulgarian
Government, again through an intermediary, dated
Auguet 1 (Exhibit J). The position taken by me
for the War !hhlﬁn Board waay 1) ¥e would not
be satisfled until the two nefarious anti~Jewish
laws were completely revoked; 2) The Bulgarian
Government must demonstrate without delay its in-
tention to reinstate and regongtitute itaown Jewiah
citizenry to the same poatlen of dignity and ability
for self-sustenanes -hgzh it enjoped prior to the
war; 3) The ian Uovernment was to permit the
exit without delay of all Bulguerian citizens volun-
tarily desiring to Leave Bulgaria for Palestine, and
all persons frox Juagary or other countriss requir-
ing Bulgarisn transit facilities were to be acocorded
then for travel to Turkey oan route to Palestine.

m August 5, at my reque t, Balabane.f and I
met again at the home of M, Simond in Ankara, and
I presented the above demands to him, The results
of this interview wmers rported to you in my Mo. 123
of August 7. In addition te the information dis-
elosed therein, I had the impression that Balabanoff
was "playing for $ime" and seemed not to possess
sufficlent powsr sguceessfully to presg his Government
for my demands. It should be recorded that he ex-
pressed sympathy with our objectives. The fear of
Russian domination of Bulgaria, which he had sxpressed
in ny previous interview, appeared to have been dissi-
pated from his mind in this second interview, The
efforts belng made by his Oovernment to remove it-
self step by atep from wunder the Nazl yoke wers dis-
tinetly reflected in his representations that is
strictures agailnat the Jews were alle Hazi-
Ampoged., Ito abrogation of the ant sh laws
ghould be one esvidence of its will to break with
dazl contyol and the reassertion of 1%s indspendence
as a nation.
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In connection with the repeal of the anfi-Jewigh
lawsg, 1t must be borne in mind that only Parliament
~ean vote these laws out of existence., BHagryanov does
not posseas the te do so deoree; nor, in hig
preaent polit eituation, would he appear htli.md
to fly in the face of his Nazl-controlled Pariament.

On Auguet 17, Gabryanov suddenly convoked Parli-
ament into an emergency session. In hia speech before
Parisment he stated, among other things, the follow-

ingt

"Decgidedly, the Jewlsh question muat

be liquidated and we canachieve this

without causing new and vain confliects

and sufferings, either to the Bulgarian
e, to Ata neighbors or to its

colleagues (confreres).

"In other words, the Bulgsarian people by
i%s acts nust keep in mind the mﬂ-

( ence) due to Bulgaria. Thie 1s why

the Bulgarian Geovernment thinks that in

the name of humenity, 1t has the right

to ask from its bigger comrades (presumably
the Germans) who are covered with wounds and
who have been entalled in tids struggle, not
to ask the (Dulgarian) people to bleed a
pecple whioh has s0 many timee bled, a people
which has no other desire but to rank ite
with dignity in the new world, w=high after

80 many sufferings 1t huas set about teo
construct, "

I was infermed in advance of the aspeagh that the
question of the "liguidatien of the Jewish problem"
would constitute an essentisl part of the program eon-
nected with Bulgsria's efferts to withdraw from the
war, which Bagryanov was also reques Parliament to
legalize. In thls connection, I was informed on August
7 that such a proposed emergeney convoeatlon was in
proapect, and that the question relating to the Jewish
pap:nunn of Bulgsria would not be ineluded in the
agenda; that 1% was considered a subsidiary problem,

I lmmediately took cnerpetic measures to reinforce

our poasition to the sffeet that, as long aes po-called
"Murenberg®” lawe remalned on the Bulgarian books, it
could enly be interpreted as a contimuance of u policy
under which the cardinal prineiple of the Hazli dootrine
wag reteined., At this writing, I an informed that the
ahru;ut:l.nn of the laws 1s an eassential part of Parlia-
ment's » under gonsideration, and it appesre
hopeful that they will be withdrawn.
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Plowiivy 8000 paracns
Fisse BOOO persons
leven "
P 4000 persons
Tapnd &
8 3000 porsona
FPasard ik ench
Vidin
d in
aus towna
and villages 18, BOC persons
Total 45,00C parsons
The number of Jews sd from Bulgnris is
sald to be 12,000 to 14,000. Departationa took

about a year ago, and pomprised large
mmm e of Thrace and Macedonis, = A
territories come under Bulgarisan ocecupation.

Africa and Palesatine. This exshange tock L

in Istanbul, under the ausploes of the

Ned Crescent. The differential in the nuubars

of persona exchange, in whdeh the mmber of dermans
sxpeaded the mmber of Jewiah refugwes.

The 283 psfugens wore chosen by the Oestapo on
an unknown basgle from & list of 800 names submitted
by the Jewish « The refugvea, who were des-
tined for Peslestine, all had close relatives re-
siding the=e, or wore veteran Zloninte. Lhay were
in possesslon of certificetes lssued by the Palee-
tine Government at the stion of the Jowigh
Ageney, thereafter tranemitted by the British
Government to the protect powar, The attcohod
etatliatical data (Exhibit K) are provided regarding
thls exchange group.

Ve are informed that there remsin thres to
four thousand exghmnge certificates of the sbove=
mentioned charccter cutetanding, but the British
contend that they are not in poosession of any
additional erchange materisl,
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A separate report 1a be gent To you, contaln-
ing figures which were supplied by informed individuals

coming from Bergen-Delesen, who were ingcluded in the
, setting forth the nuwsbers and nation-

exchange group

alitiea of ths internees still in Bergen-Belaen,

You will note that a gubstantial mumber are nationals
of various Central and South Amerioan countries. These
data may be useful in the event that developmenta ‘Ka:-
mit an exchange of the holders of Central and Sou
American passports for Oerman nationals not yet of-
fered for o »

D. Rescue 1 Dul with the ex-
cept P ed themselves
at the Turkish border without Turkish transit visaa
in ln{ and early June, emigretion from Bulgaria hae
been legal und by land, However, as will be noted
from the statistiocs in Fxhibit L, the number admitted
to Turkey in transit from Bulgaria during the firet
gix montha of 1944 wasg relatively small; 408 persons,
ineluding 46 ehildren umnder the children's scheme.

Ag in the vase of Rumania, nine Turkish tranasit visss
per week had been agreed upon for Sofia. The principle
of refusing exit permits %0 Jewish people in Bulgaria
had greatly hampored the land flow from that country.

Froa time to time it had been peported that the
Bulgarian border was entirely closed to Jewlgh refugees.
A number of conflicting etorlea on thisg point were re-

rted. We were informed tha$ the border bhad been closed;
hot exit visan were lesued in gome clties and not in
othera; th 't exist visas were permitted for women and
chdldren and for men excepting thoase between the agss
of 18 and 45; that exit visas are lssued to everyone,
even for men between the ages of 18 und 45, but that
in this instance cach case is conaldored individually
and handled on 1its merita. A recital of theae atories
11lustrates the diffloulty in deteraining the exact
gltustion whigh then exlsted in Bulgaria. Since the
beginning of Muly, however, theres haa been an increase
in emigration from PBulgaria, indiesating apparently the
Government's reviged attituwie towards amigration. From
July 1 to July 18, 1944, 59 persons arrived in Istanbul
from Bulgaria, which is a subatantlal increase 1n fhe
rate as compared with averages for the past six months,
but gtill on the whole pitifully small.

Representations had been made at one tiuze So the
Turklsh antherities to secure thelr consent to admil
into Turkisi territory all refugees from Bulgaril: who
might appear 2t the border, even thsugh they might not
be in possession of Turkish transit visas. Adsurances
had been given to the Turkish Forelgn office by the
British Tabasay that all Jewish refugees appearing in
Turkey would be given Palestine immigrition viaas.
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(This is a general assurance snd does not relate
solely to refugees coming from Bulgaria.) Auprop-
-riate inatuetions were gent to the Turkish border
by the Foreign Office, and eleven or twelve per-
song actually did prosent themeelves at the
frontisr during May and June, Thay ware arrested
by the Turkish suthorities, and aftor l.nvu‘n.Fntiun
ware roleased for onward transportation to Palen-
tine, OSubsequently, in June, seven ather

goopln presonted themsslves at the ntier.

hey wewre tuken inte custody by the Bh ay-
thorities. Approaches were made to the Turkish
Forelgn Officg to seours their release and ad-
migsion into + The Yoreign Offlce agreecd
to send the necessary inatructions to the frontier,
but, prior to their arrival, all aeven were re-
twned to Bulgmris. Oince then there have boen
no 1llegzanl entries from the land border from
Bulgaria. (Subsequently, the seven people 1ndi-
vidually reappeared st the border and were nde
mitted into ey upon the basis of the anthor-
izatlons given. %¥e are consldering how this
Lmedtnt might be employed to have additional

gte sent to the border; see also Exhibit F,)

In explanation of the foregolng, the Turkish
astitude hes been th:t 1%t 1s not possible to
determine who 12 a renuine refugne and who 15 a
politieal agent cstiempting to enter the cowntry. In-
volved in this questlion is the politiczl relationshin
between Turkey mnd Bulgaria, However, agreement
has bean reaghed with the Turkish sutiwrities
(see Exhibit P) ns roported to you on August 9th,
in the copy of the telegram from the British
imbassy to Aite Foreign Office in London, for ad-
misslon intoc Turkish territory of any numboer of
refugees presenting themselves at the frontler
without Turiish transit viazs but who are in
posa®aslon of ldentifylng documentas, as set forth
in the agreement. GOteps ere¢ under way to take
advantage of thsee new facllitieg. Up te the pres-
ant, with the tmegthu noted, only those peopls
who have aetuslly besn in possesalon of Turki
translt viacs have been admitted inteo the country
from Bulgaria.

This appears to narrow the problem entirely
to the fisld of transportation faellities inteo
and from Bulguwria, towards whiclh we are bending
our afforte.

E. He b frevious efforts had been
made To P m Bulgaria to Istanbul
by sea. A% the end of April The Turkish vessel lygur
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wagseent to Burgas but returned empty. From
information at hand 1% is not olear whether
padsengers were not embarked because of
difficulties created by the Pulgarians (there
wia some question re the adequscy of
safety pﬂﬂ.nu‘!ll. or heeause of difficulties
e¢reated by the Twrkish gonsulate, since the
roposed passengers had no Turkish traneit visas.
an arfort to olear up the question, towards

th-and-rmmmrm;r,m wig
sent to » precautions taken in
advance tha ilflw-gmiliﬂl would all be mes,
It wae definitely established, we are adviged,
that the Turkish Consul in 8 gave offiolal
notice to the Bulgurian au ties that Jewish
refugess could not be embarked unlesa the Consul
recelved specific Ainstructions from Ankara., A
third attempt was made by us a4 Bulgnrian boat,
and we are advised that this effort 1 Be
falled because of steps whish the Turkish Congul
and the Turkish Embassy took vis-a-vis the Bule-
garian authorities.

In a telagram from Ambassador 8teinhards,
you were informed that, due to the sinking of the
hﬂ'% the Bulgarian suthorities had with-
drawn p ssion to release ships to be utilized
for refugees. The Bulgnrians feared the loss of
ndditional emall ships, and the Germans maintdined
that the tonnage was needed for military purposes,
As a result, no trensportation for ses ]
waa araihhit during June, and emigrotiona
that country ceased,

There was no question in our minds, however,
but that a substantial movement of refugess oould
be initiated from Bulgaria to Istanbul by boat if
the above technicalities could be overcome. "e
are advised, for example, that there wore at least
1,000 young people in migar.h prepared and ready
%o go to Falestine. Through the sssistance of
the Imbassy, the queetion of the departure of the
858 VYita and the waa sented to the Turkish
F Office, « Kelley secured authoriza-
tion for these boats to proceed from Yarna. In
addition, the Turkish Foreign Office hus encouraged
and authorized the continuous movement of these
or other sinilar bosts in a eciroculs, permitting as
nany as 800 refugees a week to arrive in m-n{.
provided facilities for onward tran tion to
Palestine ¢en be arranged. All po le efforts
and yesourees ars bélng employed to I:f.utl the
movement of these ships. 1 have been soussing
with the Antalya Shipping Agency, opercting vessels
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from Istanbul thro the Balkans, to explare
the possibilities of seouring additional Bul-
garian shipe in the event of a sudden influx of
rafugees.

£, Rungary.

The tragedy that befell the Jewlsh
people in Mungary immediately following the
oscupation by the Germans on March 19, 1944, 18
too well known to require elaborstion here. The
gteps taken by the Nazis in their program of
ann tion are detalled in a report made avall-
able to me in Istanbul (Exhibit M). The speed
with whieh the Germsns exceuted their barbarisms
in Hungary is referred to in the iaterview by me
with Joel Brandt in Caire on Jume 22, 1044, "Vhat
hag been done in Germany, Austrua, Opechoslavakia,
snd Poland in years has been done in Hungary in
& fow weaks' $ime—— it all came about very quieckly. ."
he said, Efforts to effectuate resoues from Hungary
through countries other than the Balkans into
Turkey for settlement in Faleatine are known to you.
Under present sirgumstances, direct emlgration
from Hungary is not possisle. Hefugees, who oan,
make thedr way eastward through Fumania and thence
to Bulgaria and Twrkey.

. ine movement. As reported to you
in ﬂuré'é. %ﬂ, E':Et‘i"ﬂ"" . & sparse movemant of refugee
traffic from Hun agross the boarders into Rumania
nag bLeen opersting eince sarch, 1944, and 1t 1s
roported that some 3500 to 4000 have crossed the
borders into Humanis in this « This includes
Hungarions and refugeea from Fo and BSlovekilas
who had previously mede their way to Hungary. In
spdte of a German-inspired Rumanian dscree threat-
ening the death penalty for refugees crossing the
border 1llegally and for cnyone assisting them the
numaniang have closed their syes to thie tn\fril.
It is hoped that a larger mov ment can he effectu=-
ated through this method, and with all means at
our digposal we have cmooureged the agency charged
with opuration, to increase 1ts personnel and
supplemsnt its energles to that end. It must be
pointed cut that this wovement 1s complex nd
requires & high degres of underground or zation.
The results at this writing bhave been o sporadle,
but 4 recent report indicates a larger flow of
refugess aeroes the border. Every effort is being
made to evacuate these refugees from Fumania at
the esarlliest moment.

It ie of interest to note here that in the
present eirewmstances in fungary & mamber of peoeple
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who esecaped from Slovakia So Hungary are now
att ing to return to Hlovakia, SHSafety for
Jewigh people in Furopean ocountries today is

apparently a relative matter.

Sarly in ve were advised that the
dwadish Legation Bydnpest has deelared that
it ia will to gront entry te Hweden to Jewigh
women and children from Hungary on condition that
an scoeptable great 3 o rentee that they
would leave Bweden at the lateast within three
years for Paleastine, the (nited Kingdom, or the
United Stutes. (Mo indication has been recelved
by us whigh would indicnte whether this means three
years from the date of entry into Sweden or three
years after the terminstion of the war, In ade
ditlon, there will remain the questlion of trans-
pnrtuiun from Hungnry to Sweden which, by the
most direct route, woull involve posseasion of
derman transit visas.)

In one of my conversationa with Cretzliamu
he expressed espeelal interegt in helping in
arrangenents for the legal movement of Fungurian
re eés into Mumania, to dlspluce the 1llegal
traf'fie, of whioh ha appeared %o be awire, and
to lttaf:l!.!h legitinate bages for those entering
Yumania. (See above, Nection 3 A.)

i parenthetleal refovence Yo the movement
of rafugees out of Hungnry inteo Jugosl:uvia 1s in
ordsr., In By conversation on st 8 with
Baron Thierry, Counselor of the wrian Legation
at Ankara, I questioned him regarding the feasl-
bility of the movement of preacue in thqt dircotion.
1 refearred to the mountalnous territory whigh had
been described to me as perfiows for refugees to
surmount in their efforta to eseape. laron Thierry
was amaged At this referasnce, stating that he had
viplted tha above=described ‘imum on frequent
occanlons, and that 1t conatlituted a flat plain,
minus any physical hagards, but that there were
other dangers involved for the refugeos, who would
find 1t necesaary te travel on foot for many miles
without mean of sucocor.

r metheds re Apparently as a
mm%mﬁmfﬁ fron the Wy
Refugee Beard, ths Cat R.lnﬁmnh.mxntu-

national Ned Croses, the [Cwedish dovernment, the

twisa Oovernment, and other neutral scurees, the
Uovernment determined to ajpease an

arcused publie hy offering concessions and slight
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ameliorasions to some designated sections of the
n"f‘““ Jewish population. This actlion, to the
best of ouwr knowledge, oeeurred gome time about
July 18, 1944, and was reported teo you in my tele-
gram lio., 101 of July El.

In interview with Baron Thierery, above
roferred on August B, he read to me & transla-
tion from tﬂt Hungurian itnrn whioh he reported had
been iseued and published in newtral sourees on
July 18, Exhdbit N is a copy of the t:anslation
of the zotual text later transmitted to me by Baron
Thierry. At the pres=nt writing, the decree has
not resulted in any emanclipation, although we have had
uncons lrmed reports from time to time that a num-
ber wirying from one to two thousand refugees
wvere belng organized on the bordsr of Hungery for
departure through Ffumanis to Turkey. Concerning
the July 18, deeree, it remains to be seen whethep
it can be translated inte aotual depurtures by the
children under the axe of 10, and speclial
mup- of 8200 families fOr whom Palestine gertif-

tes awre reported to have been Jelivered through
the Swiss Legation in Ankara to the Owias Legution
in Padapest; also through Yhe Papal Munclo.

It 1e to be noted here that Raron Thi
expresasd some akepticlenm regarding the practica-
bility of thls plan in hig converszaticn with me.
Vhen I pressed him %o broaden the boase for the
inelusion of larger numbers of Jewlsh natlonals
in Hunguey, he inslcted shat we should firat deter-
mine whether the firat stops contalned in the
decree gould sucoceed, He referred So the Aiffi-
gulty in seewring msans of transportation, but
subsecuent indigations in Istanbul suggest that
the Gernans have not yet approved ths Hungarlan
dscree, and are not saruitting the refugess to
depart, Thia was rsjorted to you in ocur telegranm
No. 127, August 10.

s arlan movenant thro E a, On

July oI, » Te ’ Minister
to Turkey, So grant visas for the entrance of un-
limited muabers of refugees from Hungary. On

August 5, Oretalanu roaportod So me that his Jovern-
ment hud authordszed sush taelt ent but feared,
gonaidering the heavy bomb of an oenters,
and the limitations i=posed reby upen food and
housing facilities, that these refugees would

bhegome charges of "hl rmanian Government. Cretzlanu
wag presaed by me to agree for his Goveramemt So
permit these refugesa S0 remain tem in
Rumania, with the proemise that we ld e able te
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supply the requisites for the “"haven®, through
the medium of the Internasional Red Cross. A
re from Cretzianu, whe is consulting Pusharest,
to this urgent request is momentarily awalted,

pimilsr represgntations were made to
Balabunoff, Bulgarian Minister to Ankars, to per-
mit the transit through Bulgurds of Rungerian Jews
traveling through fumania en route te 1 and
avent to Palectine. Balabanoff consented %o
press his Goverament to offer ontrance and exit
visas for these refugees when they arrived, lean-
while Mr. Kelley, Cherge d'Affaires a.l., regquested
of the Twrkish Foreign Offlice that entrance visas
int%e Turkey for the above raferred to refugess be
grantol, and that thelr Turkish Legutions at Budae
peat, Bucharest and Sefia Le g0 notified, The
Turkiah Foreign Office agreed o do so, and noti-
fisd lr. Kelley thet such authorizations had been
telegraphed by the Turkiash Porelgn Office to the
three atoresald Legalons. We requested that this
information be Amparted o the represent.tives of
the Intomational fied Cross in the tires satellite
oapitals by M. Simond, /Ankara representative of
the International had Crosae.

From the above it may be seen thut the doors
into and out of the Lwo Halkan satellits countriea
are virtually opened from the technical poilnt of
view for appreclable movementa of refugecs out of
Hungary, provided that the bottleneek At the
Hungarian boerder gan be broken. Ve are aldressing
ouraselves .;: this Suak through Ihn.tiv-rlmvmln
are avellable to us in Turkey. /As previo
mantionad, however, the basic dAiffigully :ﬁl‘
ap we are Anformed is the sbsence of German appreval
for the departure of the Hungarian Jews.

L. Iha % tholip %. Purauant to our infor-
metion re Cathollie CLureh

througheut the world hal made strong representa-
Gions %o the Hungerlan Government to dease the
oppresalona, persecutlions, snd deport-tiona of the
Jewlal population of Hungary, 1 vislted the Papal
Huneio in Istanbul, onsignor Ange M. Ronealll,
with o visw %o (a) thanking him for the assietance
rendered by him in his strong telegraplic representa-
tions in Budapest on the subject, and (b) regquest-
ing thnt furider stepes be made to wrge the release
of the Mazl-Hungarizn grlp on & pérRecuted peaple,
Aspeolnl reforence wis wade by me to the reportedly
lavrgs Hungardan population who were technioally
defined as membapd of the Jewlsh race by Lhe Nagle,
but who had bean convertaed to Catholicism in the
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sent generation, or whoss parents or other
f:.am. ancestors had been so converted.

For the record, 1t abhould be gtated that the
Catholic hierarchy, which enjoys a lirge influsnce
in Fung.ry, Sock wnususl spontaneous measures to
rescue Mungarian Jewlsh cltizens wheprever possible.
This was reperted to you in my No. 131, Amaguet 12,
end ralates to the baptism of thousands of
Jews in air-rald shelters, in spite of mergﬂa
Hazi proteets.

It wag also reported to us that the strong
protests by radlo, leafletp, and other means intro-
Auced by the War Fefugen Soard &nd other United
States Government lenders, had had & solutery
affect the Hungericn Government. It 1s recom-
nended t this means of preseure bs continued
in all possible variaticna from the Unlted States
and nemtral sources. Daron Thierry, in his inter-
view, conceded (not in so many words) that the pres-
gure agalnpt the Ruzis had Lraced the resolutlon of
the Musgolan Government to take the meapures in
the July 18 edict, and To stiffen its hack sagalnet
tho incipient Tiazl putsches whioh had been reported
to us in Istanbul. +here are tendencisa toward
the intreduction of & more conservhtlve ian
goverment at thie writing, and all wmeans uld
be employed %o eneourage this group in 1%s reals-
tance to the Naalse

From the sbove conolusion, all revorts indi-
cate that the extrone pur:mutior.- and deportations
have for the moment ended in nnpr{o The strictures
placed upon the Jewigh population, waver, still
reanin in forge, are onerous and beggar aumgm.
Pplitlioal information reaching ue, elieaking wi

mueli facts me are avallable, indloa%e that the
Hungarian leaders themselves are bagktiracking and
fear the ultimate conaequencez Of Their vicious

and extravagant action fowarda thedr Jewlsh popu-
lation. A8 the war's end sesm ineviiably to be
cloging in upon them and their conseiences, they
appear also to be looking for "a way cut". This

i3 our moment of opportunity and it ahould be
exploited to the utmost.

It 1s for the above reason that we have
regommended that ceaseleasa and augnented reasure
from the Board, from neutral Jovernsmonta, the
Simrch, and through every posalble frimdornﬂn
be breught %o bear upori the Hungarians at this time.

The work of the Bourd as a driving foree and
gatalytis agent in fooussing wpon the Hungarian
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Government the indignation and eritiolsm of
ro8 ble leadersidp would appear o us in
to have caused the break in the Fungarian
muzile, s of contritien, fear, and now
"gpine” on part of the Government are
;:mm-mummunnmu
b I

7, Greece.

Your regreseatatives in Turkey ceonsider
resous from Oreece within their provinoe, and
have addressed themsolves to this phase of their
assignment in the following way:

owr best Anformation discloses that there are
between five and eight thousand Jewish people in
greece who for the present at least are in compar-
ative gafety, either in bands of, or in tnmr:::i
controlled by, the ZAM (National Liberation )
There are alse A ximstely 2,000 in hiding in
Athens and the tye {atter number 1s
be continually reduced by the werk of tha Gestapo
and the =scape of those who are able to find some
neana for fleeing to safety.

The organization of the rescus of the Jewigh
people in Greece through evacuation to Turkey was
exceedingly difficult. It required some time
before an organisation eould be set up Tor that
purpose and put into operitien. The use of three
or four kayaks was srcured with the services of
the neceseary Greek boat tains who knew Oreek
territorial waters intimately, and the movomant
of Jewish fugitives from Oreege to Turkey and
thenee to Palestine began about ﬂ-tm;i 1943, The

following table shows the number of e resoued

from Oresge from October, 1043, to end of

June, 1044,
gctober through December, 1843 300
Jamary, 1944 8
February 25
Mareh 82
April 17
May 74
June 104

Total 748
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Towards the middle of June, I was informed
by the in Istanbul charged with thegse
nrntuu %, due o a lagk of a base ir Turkey
at which the refugess ocould be debarked, the
resoue from Greece in this manner had ceased. In
gonsequence, no Jewish refugees arrived from Grsege
mmmthdhﬂ. and 1t was not wntil
A 1 that news was received in Istanbul that
one further contingent of 40 peresons arrived in
Turkey and were at Ismir,

ﬂmMﬁ.i.mtm;iﬁ:ng
people now in hiding there, for sed of ©
trip to Turkey, is not difficult, refugees
are brought from Athens to Eubosa, an 1 off
the Greek mainland, with the assistance of the
EAM mhile en route to Kubosa and while waiting
there. To bring these refugees from hiding in
Athens to Bubosa to congreg:be there would be
dangerous for the refugees, unless their arrival
in Hubgsa gould be timed t!-ut boata sent to
Eubosa to ovapuate them. 4he chief problem,
thersfore, contimed to be transportation from the
east ocoast of Fubosa to the Turkisl coast, for
whieh & Turkish basge was required. It bepane
obvious that th-mmn;rﬂ:m“umdh
aimplified and expanded there were & base on
the Turkish const where these people could land
and where the ships could be refuslled. “uch a
base would serve &g & point of commumisation with
(lresce.

The boats are avallable, The problem of a
base and the organization of its operatlons must
be met, and the reception of the re o8 and
their onward t rtation to Palent must
be provided for. coversations with O, B. 8.
representatives, they agreed to make thelr experlenece
available in erganizing such a bage, and to be as
helpPul as Shey could in this operation, but they
requested that it begome a responaibility of the
War Refugee Board., I ed, It was then requested
of Charge d'Affaires Ke to segure the authore
ization of the Turkish Foreign Office for the
satsbliclhment of an additional base exclusive
for ths reception of re u.’ ¥hile it is -
expeotad that a large of refugees can
brought from Oreege as s rmasult of this operatlon,
1t 18 felt that no poseibility should be ignored
in which a single re ® can be rescued, and that

ths oper.tion of a ah bage ghould be made a
part of our activity.
B, 5E from .
re e but continuing

emigration from Turkey to Palestine of Jewish people
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res in the former country. OCertain onerous
rostriotions which exist in Turkey and which, in
subgtantial measure, affect the Jewish people who
are regarded here as a minorily group, have per-
guaded some of the Jews here to emigrate.

ruthlese tax (Varlik) on minorities which was levied
in Turkey & year ago has substantially reduced to
seconomic ruln a large section of the Jewiah people.
A a regult of this atmosphere, a number of Jews
havo loft the country, especially the Jewjsh youth,
whose prospects at the present moment in “urkey
are rather GAim,

For completion of your records, the enclosed
statistios (Exhibit ¢) are given eoncerning the
“f"f;::i“ from Turkey during the first six months
o .
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