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COMQGLUEIONS, CBEZAVATIONS, AND ARCCMMENDATIONG
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It is regrettable, 1in opinion, that toeo
many organizaticns were p ttad to send repre-
gentatives So Turkey «t this %ime, This was 8a-

ra tnhhhlhtll.ghtntibﬁpiﬂ

flpﬂl:l::::‘“ ir waE ll‘:: by several of ::H
o As m of who e

les ware more slearly i, charged with
an unselfish epirit, especially in cooparating
with other agenoles mﬂmﬂ: would have led
to :ﬁ." uuntnt-a L) and better coordinated
ra ta.

Visits by Dr. Magnes of the Hebrew Undversity,
Jessulem, and kr. Elieser of the
, W11 rogult, I am ® in ndditional

ersonnel to Sup % the efforts of Mr, Barlas.
t g freely tted by all, inel ¥r, Barlas,
that additional nssistance by top-fl t man during
this ﬂmuﬁ!hn- o:rddnmhrﬂlm
through Turkey. ghould sald, howsver, for
the Jewlah Agency, that the results to date here
eould nos bhavo boen ashieved without 1ts original
potivities, initiative and exertions.

fully enjoys an enviable and pricelssn tion
uung-:vmn as woll as jprivate satlons,
has conducting & broad program of rallef from

Istanbul in the direstlon of the Balksns and
cent European countries. Food has boen sent
from y, and finaneial asslebance has been
made available from hers. In addition, it is
mum funds negcasary %o finance the bulk of
emigration of Jewlsh people from the Balkanas
tirough Turkey to Palestline, in addition to maln-
gonance while en route, L understand that, %o
broaden further the scope of Joink pistribut lon
Committes activities, Ir. pehwartz, who recently
G ed Tetanbul, is taking steps to ab
the Joint Distribution Gommittee representation
in that city, ln order that the shormous pawar
and yalue of this organization and 1ts indigpon—
sable gontribution %o rescue and relief work can
be brought etill further to bear in the pressnt

smOrZeney.
ir. Eri Jabotinaky, reprosenting the Hurg:-uw

Committee to Save tha Jewlsh Feople of Ruraope,
jir, Loon Densnberg, representing the International
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Regoue and Relief Committee, are a pronounced
handicap in the efforts of the “ar Nefuges Board
and other An the work of resous.
¥r, Jabot is a confepood w:ﬂul.n. He is
also an obstructionist. Unable oparate, without
e plan, nTnl.lltln. or moghaniaons, hian methods
have been designed to manifest power and useful-
nogs through anarchic devices. MHany houra have
been davoted %o attempting to keep this individual
from ambarrageing the Govermment which sponsored
his visa, and hamstringing the Board's progranm.
Hle continues openly to threatem all o sations
and %o ta troublo whersver possible, In
:n- lattor affort hs has enjoysd only falr results,
o Aate.

#r. Danenberg is talkative and loose in hia
1m1nnhz:mtmﬂium“ﬂmm-
s raport his conversatlons

verbatim, and £ them + It was necessary
;tmtinumlnﬁuﬁm rted, In
2 work of the kind with which the re reaan -

tives are oharged in Istanbul, = pot=boller of
intrijue at best, whore repremsntatives of all
belligerent and neuwtral powers send thelr most
ungnuu ts for eap and gounter—
ssplonage, it in highly dangerous for an Amerioan
Government mgeney to sqonsor or asalst persons
to enter lurkey for an evowed work of meray,
whare the avowed alm of such Emn. is te
axploit this privilege for political purposes of
their om. In the gasa of MHr., Jabot his

eaonos is sdmittedly designed to aid ulfimately

Revislonlst movement of Palegtine, and in the

saas of e, Denenberg, for the enhaneemsnt of the
Hp‘:h‘litnm of the organizations which he repre-
sente.

The Board repressntatives here have taken the
sition that it was our Maanuﬂlll.tr and within

soops of our asslignuent poordinate sll
elements, where possible, ineluding the "lunatie
fringe", FEfforts to do so bave with some
progress, but only at the price of numercus hours
of vonforences, restraining devices, appeasenont
etc., whlch oould have been lﬁ;iﬂ in affirmative
afforss towards congtructive + Aa I write the
above, Mr, Burton Y. Berry, Consul General of the
tnited Statea in Istanbul, has reglatersd a
gomplaint regarding irresponaible aotlons of iir,
lununm whigh have served to embarrass the
funct g of the Conpulate. It is not bayond the
boundis of poul.b;l.u‘l‘.thut by the time this report
reachos you it will found necessary to bave taken
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mgasures to remove one or both of these "repre-
;:nntl::' from the soene. ;-:’.Ehh ca:hmﬂm

found negessary to upon the
BDIH-II m"ﬂ-

2. The three phases.

Looking beok a% the situation as I found
it upon my arrival in Turkey in February, 1944, and
in it in terms of the movement of events
it ig apparent that wo bave opsruted, sven in L]
brief .I"'l“ through thres dafinite phases.
intenadty mﬁ confluence of avente powring inte
this pivetal center in and out ef the Palkans,
render the steps of progress soméwhat lmpercoptible
from day to day. hutgn;nun;r-mmu LR
ture in the im of the conditlon of the
people in the s oven inaluding Hungary, oan
be recorded)

The first phase, whioh was found here in
February, wha concerned with deportatlons, execu~
tions, porecoutions, and death to thousands in
dipsase-ridden camps, whare husans =ere treated
below tha atatus animals, All this wae reampant
in:the Balkans at that time. Major pregsure was
directed against the satellite governments to
coase these ruthless berbarisms and to break the
bottlensck for refugee escape. The violent and
organized exgesses indloated above are now
reported to have aluwost completely, if not wholly,
gensed. Wille there wﬂn"‘m&hnnum
in thia directlion, the and “ulgarian
Ggvernments and even Hungary, as a matter of poliay,
have ganused tha legal gossation of thoase parsscu-
tlona, deportation, and annibilations, the most
MIIlpim

s example of whigh was the up
of ths digsase-riddan Transhlstrlan in Wareh,
15844. As reported to you in wvaricus telegrass,
tho ok n from $hls camp are nov arriving
tlrough fwrkey inte Palestine.

The trigkle of re evacuation from
the 8 via the smnll boste from Rumania and

by rall traffic through Sulgaris grew in the
egute al one time inte a mlnor stream. "hile

this stream dried up during the month of June,

the dam had agein been brokem by the arrival of

the three boats, the 84 759 passengers,
in July; the 55 puassngera, and
the 58 wi passangers ln August) not

of gourss _nolwding the traglo war oateustrophe
occagloned oy the slnking of the BE Mefkura.
Efforts to continue svagnation by sen ure under
way, ospecially from Bulgaria, with inoreasing
pressure by us.
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As the Balkan govermments, particular-
1y and fumania, began, even in their
myopla, to peroceive the inevitable collapse of
their Colossus, tShey became more and nore
tractable in their sttitude towards their Jewish
populations. Our efforts to gain surgease for their
oun vigtimlzed oltlsenry began to offer more ge.,
Rumania, from all ascoounts, ceased all eof
messwre of abuge. VWith the havoe occasioned by the
ingossant bombing of Rumanian gentars, tho egonomle
and soourity situstion for & large section of the
population of thot country became somewhat chaotlo)
tranaportation was ohoked, housing and food bLegiue
b em. Acoordingly, the major concern of the
Rumanian @overnuent became four-fold; 1) to remain
in power; 2) to find a greceful exit from the warj
3) to save their neeks; and 4) %o salvage thelr
own population and sconomy. by this deflection
from the satisfaction &and alleged advantages of
exploising & loeal minordity, and by virtus of the
ropresentutione made by the War He e Board
repreagbantatives at a time when the lana were
searching for any messure of goed-will and friend-
siilp from the United Btates, the Humanians saw an
opportunity %o capitalize on the Jewiah problem
greated by them. A virtue could be made of restraint.
Having Andieated to the Rumanian Uove _that
aasistance %o 1tas Jowish el gould be “high~

evaluated” at the proper time our Government,

Fumanians seem to have taken it 1a thelr
teeth and seem now genuinely to be making attempte
to salvage their Jewish tien and to demen-
strate & and Anterest in the problem they
had ereanted own hands.

At this turn of events 1t Lecame apparent to
me that the Board's should be rsoricntod in
soue measure by attempting %o bring the governements
%o the point of relnstating, rehabllitating, and
reascngtituting thels owmn Jewlsh cltizens mﬁhur
than to attempt to "move heaven and earth® to
inelrease the pitlifully smal) exodus from each
country. Murthermore, as the war's end geemed to
approach, the problems whigl. would be ocoszioned
by thouasnds of atrange prople driven %o strang
lands seemed %o begome a fuctor for eonslderatiom,

The poliecy, therefore, of .ttenpting te induce
these goveornments to re-establish their own citd~-
renry on & sollid and normal bagls was one which I
introdusced.

In Pulgaria, for exanmple, the remaining 45,000
Jewigh peopulition, 1f reinstuted to full oitlzen-
:hdp, comld become relialiilituted in 1te own land.
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S8inoe 1% 1g reported that there is planty of food
in Bulgaria and ths Jewlah population, virtuslly
pauperized by the anti-Jewiah lawa, eculd be fed
and relnbllitated if sufficient funds thorefore
gould be mude avallable, At was toerefore puggested
tarough Balabaneff thut our Government required

a) the imnediate revoeatlon of the anti-Jewish
lawe, and b) ths fagilitatlon of all tecknieal
measpure necessary for the emigration of thoso only
who voluntarily wished to leave a at this time,
Conseguently, 1 advised Balabanoff %, although
the United Statzs Governuent expectad t the
Bulgarian Government would take eteps %o foed and
rehabilistate its impoverished Jewis: pepulation,
the apalstance of private relief organizations or
the War Hefuges Board would be made available to
ths extent feagibls,

It must e borne in mind here that the Sul-
gorlian anti-Jewieh lows were introduced by the Dul-
gardsn Parliement at o time when 1% was dominated
by Nezi sympathdzers. +An apprecisble nuuber of
theae members stlill remain in the Parliament,
although the Bagryanov Governuent is taking staps
to dlluts Shelir power. At ihe sans time, 1%
will be necessary for the Parlisment to rovolke the
two aforesald laws. Bagryanov dees not enjoy tho
power of decres, At this writing he is siruggling,
with gome guccess, to establigh mora flrmly his
position ms leader of a government of national
presarvation, still, however, nominally scueegzad
within the Aixis rim,

In shis conneesion I have attempted to ilmpross
upon the Bagryanov Government the potentlial ad-
vant.yes in bullding good-will through the "open
door" for emigrution or tramsmigr.tion whigh T have
offered shem, connectsd with the Board's rescue
propgrun. In seversl of ay talks with Balsbanoff,
ae lntrodused the sublegt of the precarious stote
in whlgh hie country now found ltself. He sald,
dn effect, that Soflia 1s alumout cnnglntc:l{ destrayed.
Bulgaria's number one problem iz to save 1taelf
from destitutlon and collapse; the hecrt of Pulgarials
sconomy is in Sefia, and tho regular life of the
country has ceased.

It shwuld not be laferved from tlo above that
i% e owr intention to relent for & monent in owr
efforta to evaguate persccuted people wiwo wigh to
leave the Balkane by &ll possible means. There are
%41l thousands who orave regoue, eapecially from
Hungary; the ghildren from Transnletria conetltute
an icoadlate problem. The Bourd can by segured that
all available efforta and resources are balng di-
reaoted %o the thixd and last phase desordibed above,
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out relation to the hopes and rumore

the termination of the war in tha near 'lIH

m. as indiocated in Point III among the
thres phagss referred to (Section P above, ﬁ-

goler and teclmiques of our oparations are sub-

et te mov 1itioal
iud m&mﬂm" L] wre nlnn:i heard hore
with perhapa too suoh sensltivensas. Istanbul
has beon deseribed in many s, bul from the

t of view of a resgus cmnter fasing the Balkana,
t 1s nothing short of a delsmograph.

While She results eatablished and indicated
berddin oannot he measurad in torms of snormous
mmbers of pereons sotmmlly svaguited from the
Balkans, this ean in no way be interpretsd as do-
tragting Trom the broad unity and the

nogessity an e

ageney of the United ustes Govermment in .
The various organizations now at work here are -
#d in thelr organlzing abllity, s And

and oanndt treat om 4 sufficlently level with
dovernment officlals whigh is negessary for the mo-
eenaful stion of any emergensy resous endsavor in

var=tlng. infiuenge, sl power of the
dovernaent of Und Btates of Amerdca, sapecially
in & war-gons, is bamily %o ba mecsured whan
it is uttu—nmumm:

ven. It bears repetition to asee

and
tha Hiddle East look with respect, awe, l.rﬂnl.:h
and hope for salvation to the Amerisan people,
#8111 abldes na somothing in the realm of the
soalemic and prayer, unlsss sthe mupplicanta are
permitited to sen ﬂh.m- of this out-atretahed
wm of merey in aome Sangible form. The very axis-

the full support of Washingtom had, as ‘z:pnrtud.
p-ir!.urn an uum effeet on peaople

g, and providsd for them that necssoary
mdng- of the hpl-nnth‘:t tha Aaﬂ:u.
nation's regarding 1%s aympaths
mnu--m: asad, The Board will be
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Report from Mr, Ira A, Hirschmann, :
Representative of the War !-rng“ Board,

to Mpr, John Pehle, Exesutive Dirsstor
of the War ﬁlfugﬂ Board.

Beptember 11, 1044

Minutes of an Informal llntl.n%.:ﬂ. &f Represéntatives
of Felief Organizations in Is , July 10,1944,

Minutes of an Informal Meeting of the Operating Group
of Relief Organizations, July 17, 1044,

Organisation Representatives é ed i Aellef and
H:Enrn- Aotivities in I:tuﬂlﬁﬁ: 10, 1944,

Emigration Btatlstics: FPumanla, January-June 18944,

Paraphrase of Telegram sent to Washlngton &s Embassy's
1218, July 6, 1944.

@ ]

Bommuniocations raceived July 13, 1844, from
Mr. Al, Oretrzianu, ; i

Gopy of Telegram dated July 18, 1944 addressed to
Rumanian Legation, Lisben, by fithai Antonesou.

Letter to Mpr, Zimsu, July 21, 1844.

Msmorandum of Conversation held with Dr, Bleok,
July 21, 1844,

']

Letter to Dr. Black, hugust 1, 1844,

Composition of Exchange OGroup which Arrived in
Istanbul July &, 1944,

Fersons #ho Arrived in Transit in Istanbul from
Bulgaris, January-June 1944,

Part I: Survey of Events
Part II: ?‘““ from Depositlion of Two Blovaklan
awe.

Part III: Report of a Hungarian Deported Woman
from the Extermination Camp.

Edtet of the Hungarian Government, July 18, 1944,

Humber of Immi ts to Palestine from Turkey,
Janusry-June, 1844.

Copy of telegram from British Emboesy, Angora,
to Foreign Office, Londen, dated 9th -I';up:unt, 1044,
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Minutes of an Informal Heeting
held on Monday, July 10, 1944,
at the office of the 0.W.I,, Istanbul,
of Representatives of Reilef Orgenizations in Istanbul

] ]

Those present:’ I, A, Hirschminn, Herbert Katiki, Chaim Barlad,
Joseph Klarmah, Feuben Resnik, Lumhlutnh ferer Kaplan,
Harry Vitelas, Eri Jabotinaxy, Isck Mitrani, Judah s

Zeev Sohind, David Bohweitser, J. Golden, Jacob Griffel, Josepk
Schwarts, Leon Danenberg, Leder, Mnachim Bader, Moshe Averbush,
Akiba Levinsky.

The meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.m, bﬂ
¥r, I, A, Hirschmann, as representative of the War sa Board.,

At the outset, Mr, Hirschmann expliined that the entire
mesting was informal and off the record, and requested thst no
reports be made by the representatives of the respsotive
organizations to their head offices until such time as &finlite
asoomplishments oould be reported.

Mr, Hirschmann explained that he had called the meeting
pursuant to suggestions made by Asbassadcr Stelnhardt at an
informal luncheon conferencs, which he arranged in Ankara on
July 2, 1944. A number of people now present had likewise besn
pr-uni at Asbassador Bte t's luncheon. ;

For the banafit of those who were not there on July 2,

Mr, Hirsghmann recapitulated brlefly some of the things ecnocerning
which the Ambagsador had spoken to thes organization representatives,
The Ambassador urged that the rellef organizations coordinat e
thelr sfforts for the reac of persecuted feoples. Independent
aotion, such ms competitive bidding for ships Aindspendent demarches
with various authoritiss without regard to whAt others might have
dona before, conflliot reports and projects, all made very
diffieult the work of the Embassy in {‘GI roh':l.mlh!.;l with the
individual or gations, with Washington and with officlals in
Turkey. All this had an effeot disadvantageous to those whom the
several agenocies tried to serve., The Anbassador had, therefors,
suggested that the work b6f the organizations,all of which was
dlrected to the same end, be coor ted, perhaps through the
sstablishment of a ocommiftes upon which would bs represented all
the agencies in Turkey engaged in refugee rellef work, However,
recognizing that such a committes might be too e and u.nlﬂ.t:l.&a-,
the Ambassador had sted, further, that a smaller operating
committes be orsated gh would be responsible for the exescutilon
of the day-to- work involved in the resous and rellef programs,
The Asbassedor also proposed that both commlittes cperate under the
ludnrlh:wnthc War Refuges Board and its special reppesentativs,
Mr, Hiras - i

In scoordance with the Ambassador's suggestiin, Mr, Hirschmann
had called today's mesting togethar. Furthermore, he wiihed to
thke advantage of the presshos in Istanbul of Dr. Magnes, &
Dr, Schwarts and Mr, Eaplan, all of whom had had wide experienoe,
and whose judgment and advice would be most halpful,
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. e wiie great and sympathetle
intsrest of the United States Government im refuges resous aotivities,
which had been exemplified in part through the creation of the War
Refuges Board, Mr, Hirschmann had been sent to Turkey by the Board
both to initiste rescue projects and to assist the agenclies
already in the field in those programs wpon which they were working.
He referred to the miny ways in which the Board can be helpful to
the private agencies, and oalled them to make uss of to the
fullest extent where his aid and that of the Board might be of
assistance. He briefly putlined the problems in Istanbul and
Busharest, the peint of origin of many of the refugees now paseing
through Turkey, and then a for suggestions from the floor as te
the manner in which the work in both centers might be coordinated
in order to achieve maximum results,

br. Magnes stated that he had studied the situatlion in Turkey

at firet hand for a nimber of days, ond had spoken with a great many
people. He felt that, although there may be room for improvement in
the work up to this point, it was wise for &1l %o withhold Judgment
&t the present time. It is his own feeling, however, that aspomplisgh-
ments have been nr{.gmt, and the work of the organizations very
much better than he had been led to expeot. Dr. Magnes then outlined
briefly what he had lsarned during his various gonvarsations :
conserning the position of Jewish people in ths Balkan countriés,
and ized the soope of the problsms which, in his opinion,

made all the mors nescessary concerted astion on the part of the
relief organizations, He recommended, therefore, that the repre-
sentatives of the various organizations form themselves into an’
advisery commlttee whish meet from time to time to report
advise and suggest programs and plans of sotlon to & smaller aot Lons
committes, to be created, which would conduct the day-to-day work,
Thas smalier committee, howsver, need not take instructions from

the larger advisory committes, although belng gulded bi-lh Ha
asked for socrdination and sooperation bshind the War Refugee Board
and ¥r, Hirschmann. Conoérning the distribution of places on the
boats coming from Fumania, he suggested a&s a solution td the
problems in Bucharest that the passengers be designated, one-half

by the Zionist representative, and one-half by an npnu.h.n-l
parson,

Dr. Bohwartz stated that thought should be given at this
mesting to the mechanios to be set up, and not to the designation
of rngmihiutin. He sgreed with what Dr. Magnes had said, but’
dld mot like the concept of an advisory committee. In his opim.m,
there should be gen disousslons and interchange of informatlon
and views among th:‘ﬁ:w repregentatives, but the representatives
should not be orys ged into 4 formal l.ﬁ.runr; group. Ha
preferred that everything be done on an informal basis. Dy, Sghwart:z
then made the following suggeationst

1) The representative of the War Refuges Board shoild ocall
the people together whenever he thinks they should meet, or when
their advice is neosssary. He 'p-n!.ntzd out that more formal
organization might result in complications arising out o6f the faot
that a number of the representatives, belng Falestinlan, were
British subjeots, and consequently 1t might be embarrassing for them
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l. wioy mecw «awu up %00 olosely with an American organization
the War Refugees Board., Their aotions might be construed as h:f.ni
subjeoat to imerlcan control,

E) The Joint Distributitn Committes could not formally tie
itself up with a mixed group, which ineluded agenoles intersstaed
not only in rellef, but also in politioal work, The JDC is non-
pelitical in charmoter, and is interested soldy 1A humanitarian
work, Therefors, 1t does not want to, nor can it, beooms involved
in political matters. However, the JD0 would be vary ha to meet
with representatives of any organization elther at the o of
Mr, Hj.r";m-m or at that of the other organizations if they thihk
it des 8.

He resommended, therefors, that the small working committee
be made up of the representatives of agencles sffeatively working
in the fleld of rescu people or the relief of people in coocupied
countries, The JDC would be very glad to partisipate in such a
committes, provided its make-up weres patisfactory to it,.

As Dr, Bohwarts saw 1t, the work in Istanbul divided ltself
into three sections:

(a) The resous of people by providing transportation.

Eb The relief of people in ocooupled arsas,

@ Prmuw resousd pecple whiles in tranasit
through ay.

He e¢sted that the smaller committee be made up of !
representatives of the Jewish Agency, the JDO, and "minority" groups,
even though thelr participation in the work is small begause they are
nevertheless interested, He suggested a working ocommittee of a
maximum of five people, keepilng the number small for the sake of
getting thinge done.

Mr, Kaplan opposed the conseption of an advisory oommit tee and
thought that such meetings should be in the form of conferences as
more closely charaoterizing their work, Of oourse, the prmul.pii of
all the organizations is to save as many people as possible, and the
funotion the conference would be to put workable ideas before the
group, He touched briefly onm the matter of tha sslection af emigrants,
&nd pointed out that some of the organizations, such as the Jewish
Agenoy, have responsibilities toward Palestine which must gulde them
in making selections, Thersfors, this question cannot be regarded as
& slmple one, He recommended that dlscussicns for tha o¥ement an
expansion of the work be taken up immediately after today's mesting and
that the organizations intensify their efforte.

Mr, Barlas suggeated omitting all disoussions having to do with
the refuges npositlon in Bugharest, and that this meating should
confine itselfl to the question of organization, He thought that the
War Refuges Board Ihuufd onll meetings of representatives whensver
three organizations requested them,

Mr, Jabotinsky stated that he had been studying the situation for
upwards of two months and that during this pariod he had undertaken n o
rojects at all, In his opinién the cocparation offersd by the !
erioan Embassy had been good, and he expreased his sxpedtation that,
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with the presence of lr, Hirschmann, the cocoperation extended through
the Embassy and other channsls will be even better, He alsc thought
that the rescus work done by Messrs, Schind, Averbuch, and othérs whom
he mentioned by name, had been sxesllent. ﬁ- thought, however, that
the gquestion of the a.l.ltrl.buﬂnn of o8 on boats cannot be the :
subjeet of discussion, as this ia related to that of responsibility
for determining who 18 or whé i1s not sultable material for Palestine,
He thought 1t important that, in setting up the smaller committes,
dus regard should be had for assisting non-Sewish refugees. He was
glad t gmg had met, sinoe 1t brought the relisf and rescus work
under United States Government auspiloes.

At this point, Mr, Hirschmann in response to a gquestion defined
the purpoee of the two ol committess as follows: the larger
group would be informative, and the smaller group would make opsrating
decl elons,

Mr, Denenberg was of the opinion that the time had Arrived when
all the n:ﬁluntim should cooperate And work together, and that
everyone should partioipate in the work, avolding "monopoly,"

Mr, Eaplan suggested that Mr. Hirschmann assume the '
responsibility for designating the emaller operating committee, to
consist of up to five persons, not count Mr, Hirpchmann, whe
would serve as chairman. The mestlng usly aocoppted this
proposal,

Mr, Hirspchmann asgepted this responeibllity, saylng that he will
designate a committes after full discussions with those present,

The mesting was adjourned at 8115,

Herbert Eatzki
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Hinutes of an Informal Meeting
of the Uperating Group of HRellief izatione
held at the Amefioan Consulate, lstanbul
July 17, 1044,

Those present! I, A, Hirschmann, Herbert Katzki, for Var hefugee
Board; Joseph Schwarts and Neuben Resnik, Américan Joint Distiidbu-
tion éonnitt"; Eliezer Kutlm,'ﬂhﬂ.- Barlas, and Zeev Schind
Jewlsh Ageney; David Bohweltzer, Hiss-Ioa Immigration ﬂimnhun.

The meeting was ocalled to order by Mr, Hirschmann at 4:15 p.m,
He welocomed the representatives present, and stated that he 1s not
regarding those present as forming either a formal or informal
gommittee, but his only desire 14 to get wokk done; and the ’
characterization of the meetinga, of whioch this was the first, can
be developed later,

% Mr, Bohind advised the group that there &re still
three boats at Constanza, and the % a Greek boat,
walting to carry refugeea from Conatanza %o ls ul, The last
news he hasn waes %o the affect that the has permission to
carry people from Constanza and is now awa the completion of
some technical detalls before undertaking iths voyace. The threes
Turkish boats are ready to leave at any time, 'but in addition there
are three Pulgarian boats in Varna thnvﬂ.;ﬂ* the ¥ and the
which likewine can be sent from arna to Constanzia to carry
people to Istanbul, The has definite permission to go to
Constanza Tor thia purpose. e queation now arlses as to whether
or net any of the three boats gh be sent to Constanza %o be
kept there in the event that emigration ineoonbs possible, In
his opinion, the ghould be sent to Constanza, leaving the
other two boats a to carry refugees from Bulgaria, should
this become possible, It was his view that, becalise of the
reported uncertain political seituntion in Numania, it might be °
well to concentrate there the largest number of available boats,’
to move people as rapidly as tunity afforded. In any eveht,
even 1f emi tion pen from Bulgaria should become possible
it would e pevéral weeks before abrangements’could be made for
f1lling two'boats, so that the third, the gould be spared,
In addition, the’ shipping siftuation in Bulgaria is not as acute as
it is in Rumania, since there’'is a number of small boats go to
VYarna each week i‘raﬁl Igtanbul, to oarry merchandise to Bulgaria,

Mr, Faplan stated thuat thare wan some ALffloulty wlith regard
to the « Mr, Sehind and his friends say that the departure
of the 1s dependent oniy tpon the preparation of passenger
l1iste. Ascerding to ¥r, Zissu, 1t 1s not pogsible for the
to leave at all, Iir, K:.ﬁlm stated that two’ cables had been sen
to Ziseu, stating that the must eall, and indlcating that
rerhaps it might be advisable tSo ocondition any disoussions ocon-
cerning the Rumanian boats upon thé deperture of the He
asked whether 1t would be possible, throGgh fresh channels, to
determine what 1s holﬁn{‘; the HP,, elther through F‘{lmmnn,
or through channels aval e to Mr, Hirsohmann, It should algo be
determined whether the Alsoussion of Rumanian bhoate haep any reality
or whather the entirs dlecuseion 1s wbthout foundation,
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In My, Schind's opinion, and acsording to information he has,
it would teke at least two months to put the Rumanian ships in
physical condition to sell to Istanbul,

kr, Hesnik stated that 1t is posnible to sénd additional
Turkish boats direetly from Istanbul to Rumania, and suggested
that pefhaps the T sh Hinigter, who had Just returned to
Rumania, might be helpful, He foresees no difficulties in
obtaining the necessary Turkisbpermits for the boats to gu
direotly to Constanza, BSuch boats ecould be made avallable
through the same channels as se those now being used,

Discussion then ensued as to the person or agenoy
respensible for the fllling of the shipe in Uonstanza. The
disoussion developed that it was entirely unclear as to whather
this repbnsibility lay with Zissu, the Rumanian Government, both
together, or with the organization Orat, which has prepared the
boats whioh thus far have oome from Constanza.

Mr, Kaplan reported that Zigsu states explicify ana
Fildermann in part’ that, after the three Turkish boats now in
Gonr:;.-nu had left, only Rumanian ships am be uged for carryins
refugees.

Dipousalon was then had as to the advisabllity of eshding
additional Turkish boats to Constanza &t the present time, despite
Ligsu's messages conoerning lumanisn shipe, on the g rounds that
the sectual presence of additional boats might exert sufficient
pressure to make them moceptable for use. Yo declsion was taken
as to this, The question then arose an to the manner in which
pregoure night be applied on Zissu to remove whatever obstacles he
may be oreating to the movemant of the ships, Aif,ihdeed he 1a
oreating any., He, Kaplan atated that he uﬂi write a strong
letter to Mr, iIissu on the subject, of which a copy will be made
avallable to Hr, Hirschmafn, Hr, Hirsochmann would ccnsider whether
or not, and by what means, bk would attempt the same thing,

¥r, Eirschmann reported that he had wiitten to Charge A'Affalres
Eellay concerning the ish ship ﬁﬂliﬂﬂ!- which oould go to
Congtanza if Turkish permission were received, He had asked ¥r,
Kelley to follow this up with the Foreign Office, It was deolded
that ¥r, Barlan and Mr, Resnlek should make inquiry into the general
question of sending further Turkish ships from Iatanbul to Constanza
with Turklsh permiaslon.

Eu.niu. Hr, Schind suggested that steps be tuken to arrange
for the release of people now in Bulgaria, of whom a’large number
are ready To depurt for transport by seau to Istanbul, in the s:me
manner a4s do those coning lere from Fumania, rurkilﬂ boats are
avallable for this purpose, silnce sevaral go to Bulgaria each week
with curgo,

Ur, Eaplan's information is that Bulgaria does not oppose
the exit of Jewish people, but that it appears that the Turkish
consul has been obstructing it, He suggested that Mr, Hirsohmann
have the Turkish Ferelgn ge lnform the Consulate in Bulgaria
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that ths Turkish Government is ready to olose 1ts s8 to the faot
that people arrive by ship to Turkey en route to Palowtiné, wlthout
baing in possosslon of Turkish transit visas. Apmrently, the
Turkish Consul has informed the Bu ian Covernment that ha upposes
the dspartue of Jewlsh people to Is undsr these
oiroumstances, In addition, the Turkish Foreign Office should
advisge the Bulgarian Government of ite a%tltude conoerning the
arrivel in Istanbul of people without Turkish transit winas.

Dy, Bohwarts sted pursulng the gquestion of inoreaslng
land traffic from mu to Turkey mu-uz from nine to
twenty the number of transift wigus authorized weekly for Bofle.
An additional argumsnt might be unkl on tho grounds that no
refugesn are arriving from Hungary, for which nine visas weokly
hsd likewise besn authorized.

lir, Hirspohmann referred to the reluctance of the Bulgarlan
Governmant to permit refugees to come to Istanbul on tha grounds
that they are subj)sotad to too many G-f inves:lgatlions upon thelr
arrival hara, Ha th t Lt might ba halpful if assurances aould
be given to the I::’l‘.g:r an Government that no sush interview would
taka place in Is 1, so far as refugees ere ecnosrned,

yr, Hirsohmann stated that, in a memorandum which he had
prepared for transmission to the Bulgarlan OGovernment, he had’
suggested that priority be glven to ghildren and young peopls, 1f
emigration from fulgarls were parmlt tad, Ha had dons this in order
to overooms Pulgarisn obj)ectlons to emigration on the ¢rounds of
(=2 interviews.

Dy, Bihwarts opposed emigratlon 1imited to apsolflo
gategories, since more people than just ehildren and youths want
to lewve Bulgaria, nnd thelr dsparture may not ba opposed.

My, Eaplan reporfed that furthar slendestina
movemsnt of refugess in Hingary to Tumania unurding to informa-
tion he had just recéived, depsnded updn finances. He, in behalf
of the Jewish Agenoy, and Dr. fchwartz, are gconsulting together
on this question, Dr. Bohwart® indioated that finsnces provided
no problem at the monent,

dp, Esplan thought’ it important thut movement from Hungary
to Fumania be sugmented, through strengthening of appropriate
looal organizations. niﬂm Fumanin offioclslly has decrsed a
death sentsnca to anyons assisting such movement, in reality they
ngpumtlr ara willing to takb no notlom of i%. Haturally oos-
plioationn arise in Buchurset,whers deolision bmst be taken as to
whether available places on boats should be given to people alrsady
in Rumanis or thoss coming “rom Hungary, pinoe all are anxious te
leave, Mr. Gohind reportsd thai there are already fifteeh hundrsd
Hungarian r gas in fumsnis who oould be brought to Istanbul, were
ghipring fuollities awvsilable.

Wp, Bohind referred alio to the group of alx hundred
Jugoalsavian Jaws in ary, who are in possassion of Bwias

t i and whio t ba regarded as & group for smlgration.
pparently, o time-limit of July let for moving them out of Hungary
has besn extended to sugust lat, and the matter should be followed

ups
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Mr, Kaplan refefred to a scheme put forward by the SBwedish
Minister in Budapest, by which Bwedish visas of a limited number and
to certain categories of Jewish people might be lassued, if &
guarantee is provided the Swedish Covernment that such people
would be removed from Sweden within three yearg' time, Thias
matter should also be looked into and fellowed up.

My, Kaplan referred to a letter he had just received from
Budspest which indicated that tens of thousands of persons could be
saved if the cost of their maintenance Could be taken over. He im
pursuing the matter, in order to semre more information. ;

Wy, Hiroehmann referred to his conversation’with Hr, Griffel,
end advised the group that the War Refugee Board, as reprosentling
the United Stautes Govermment, has adopted fi» principle that 1t
cannot dlscourage the sending of ships by indlvidual private
agencles, 1f they have responsible projects in hand, He had tried
to concentrate all ship questions into one channel, but apparently
all necessary agreements oould not be achleved,

Both My. Keplan and Dr, Schwart:z expressed thelr approval’
of the idea of periodio conferences siml to the mr esent one,
end felt thet muoh good could come of them in terms of cooperation
and coordination of the work, Each felt that better understanding
and cooperation had been reached in behalf of thelr respective
organizations as a result of thelr personal talks in Igtanbul,

Mr, Hirgchmann explained the presence of Mr, Schweltzer,
saying that he had been invited 1in order to present the point of
view of an outsider, that is, one who is neither Jewlsh igenoy nor
Juig; Distribution &Dlllttlﬂ. He will be invited to subsequent
meetings.

The meeting adjourned &% 6:156 p.m,

Herbert Katzki
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- pr—m s nEApresentatives
Engaged in Falief and HResous Aotivities
in Istanbul

The following list seté forth the agenoles und their
raprescntatives in Istanbul, permanently loocsuted thera.

1) Rsuben Hesniok repressents the Americsn Joint Distribution
Committes,.

a) Dirsothy or indireetly engaged in emigration from Turkay
to Falestine or from unmhd countries via Turkey te Palestlne,
For these ges, it a8 the necessary transportation
arrangemants or provides the funds therefer.

b} Provides rellef for refugesh in Turkey or in ooocupied
areas elther in funds or in kind, direetly and indirsctly,
under Treasury license,

o) Provides maintenance for refugess while in transit
from oountries of emigration to esountries of immigratlion,

2) Chaim Barlam rapresents Jewish Agenoy of Falestine,offlecially
repressnts the Jewlsh Ageney in Turkey and is in charge of their
agtivities in that sountry,

3) Dr, J, Golden heads the Falestinian offliee in Turkey of
the Jewish Agenoy. DUireots & speolal office for assisting legal
emigrants to Falestine departing from or travelling via Turkey,

4) Leder, Jewish Agenay, has speclal assignments in
Turkey for the Jnl!h hganoy,

5] Zeev Bohind, Moghe Averbuch, Ehud Usberall represent
Palsatine u.ﬂ;l.nlut.lun interasted in speoclal emigratlion from occoupled
areas to Palestine, espeoially matters relating to shipping.

&) Mpachim Bader, Venjs Fomeranlee rep-c¢esant Palestins
organlication interssted ih epeoclal relief assistance to people in
coourlied areas.

7) Jaogeb’Oriffel represents Agudath Israsl of Palestine and
United States, and the Vaad Haazalah of United Btates interested in
assistanoe, smigration, and providing relief for Urthodox people in
oooupled areas,

&) Joseph Klarman repressnts the Vead Huazalah of the United
Gtates and Falestine organizations,

8) Ludwig Kastner represents the Vaad liaasalah of United States
ind the Bratislava Jewish sommunity.

10) David Schweltser represents the Hias-loa emigration
hAgscolation (Higen,)




11) Leon D-ﬂ-nhirg r:grlnnntl the Intefnational Rescue and
Relief Committee, the Jelsh Labor Comhittee, and is a correspondent
for the New York Jewish Daily Forward, interestéd in reliéf and
emigration of intelleotuals, nnil-llll refugees, scholars, et cetera,
in ocecouplied countries,

12) Eri Jabotinsky represents the United States Emergenoy
Committee for the rescue of Jews in Europe, interested in the
emigration of people in ocoupled areas,

In addition to the foregolng there were present in Ankara
or Istanbul for longer or shorter periods at the end of June and
first weeks of July!

13) Dr, Joseph Sghwarts, Furcpean chairman of the Amerlocan
Joint Distribution Committee,

14) Dr, Judah Magnes of the Hebrew University, l'elcatine
who 1s & member of the Middle East Advisory Committes of the 5Dﬂ.

16) Harry Viteles, a member of the Middle East Advisory
Committee of the JDO,

18) Eliezer Kaplan, a member of the Executive and Treasurer
of the Jewish A¢enoy.

17) Izok Mitramt represents the Bulgarisn Department of the
Jewish Agenoy.

July 10,1944
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Bupania:
Number of persons who arrived in Istanbul in transit from

Rumania.

(1)

(2)

(3)

January 1944
February
March (1)
April (2)
May (3)
June

n/s Miloa (first trip

Railway
Total:

262
6867
340

—i
1273

n/e Maritza (first trip

n/s Bellacita

n/s Miloa (second trip)

Rallway
Total:

n/s Mapritza (second trip)

Railway
Total:

persons

1563 including 130 Transnistdan
children

thesh s
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Paraphrase of telegran sent to
¥ashington on July B

The fellowing is sent from Hirsshmann for the WRB. The
information below is baged upon m:hlmn investigations con-
cerning the stoppage in May and of refuges movemonts to
Istanbul from Conat

The Bulgarian authoritiss withdrew permipsion to releasas
shi to be utilized for refuges, bedause of the sinking of
MA . Tha Oarmans olaimed that the tonnage was needed Tor
military necds, and the Bulgarians fearsd to lome Any mors small
shipa, BSince the Turkish Governmént does not desire to operate
its large ships in foresigh waters, a mo¥e Was initiated to obtain
small mug ships whidh, under an agreesment between the Oerman
and Tarkish Uovernments, were engaged 1in umm merchandise to
Varna, Bulgaria, from latanbul, We have been ormed by the
Jewlsh Agenoy that arrangsments have been made it to transpert
refugess on_cne Oresk and four Turkish ships on thelr return
voyages %o Istanbul from Constanza. Following is the approximate
number of persons to be sccommodated on the ships now raady at
Constansza for sallings: The Oreek 88 BMYFNA 1200 passengersj
MAFKURA 150; MARINA'350; KAZBEX 450; BULBUL 380, If the above
mentioned five ships, the first of #hich 1s dally expeotsd To sall,
gomplete thelr voyages sucocessfully, there is reason to hope that
these and similar ships will follow under like conditions. In
ordesr th break the desdlock now delaying the sailing of these
vessels, Eatzki and I are conferring with representatives of the
Joint Distribution Committee and of the Jewish Agenoy. We have
Ambassador Steinhardt's assurance that his tﬁ'mm unders H.Ln{
with Cevad Asikalin, Searetary Ceneral of the Foreign Uffige, wl 1
preclude any diffieulty in permitting dlpembarkation at Istanbul
fo r passengers without proper papers and 1n making arrangemants for
trangportation to Palestine via ey .

The recrganization of the ocontrol of the Rumanian Government
over this so-oalled 1llegal transportation is an additicnal fador
gausing the delay in the movements of the above-mantloned ships.
Apoording to information which we have regeived, an inter-Ministerial
Committes for lmmigration has been established the Fumanlan
Government and among representatives of several rtmmta of the
Government is included one Jewlsh representative, &lasu reportedly
a rich man sand a olose friend of Mihal Antonemeu. The formation
of this new Committse has interrupted previously made arrangements
for seouring the axit permits which people leaving Rumania ere
required to have, It evidently requirad sn interim perliod in order
to sstabligh new oontaots. Feportedly, children and adulte over 48
ere to be .ﬂu-l.nua bty the Rumanians %o leave the country and this
plan has sgedly been mcospted by the Oermans. Many refugees have
gome from Foland to Pumania 11legally, and some from ATy ars now
arriving. .

Of the 2600 reftgess mentlioned above, an apprsoisble number
w111’ be children who, dus $o the efforts of the WRB in March of thie
year,werns roleased from Transnistria,




QUCTD RO HOLDSWS 7 THE MMAUB O ROCHIVELT LISAARY

Sghwart: in Ankara has been informed of the details., It
is recommended by Ambagsador Stelnhardt and me that the
wvhich was proposed in {;ur 84 be adopted with jJjoint partieipation
in the reeponsibility the WFB, since our explorations so far
have indicated that the proposal outlined is the only immediate
means leading to the resoue from the Balkans of refugees in
ugpnl.nhh numbers, A report will ghortly be sent to you
elaborating upon the above,



Communication reosived on the 13th
of July 1944 from My, Al, Cretzianu, Fumanian
Minister to Turkey, written on behalf of Mimhi
Antonescu, Vice President of the Counoil of
Ministers.

"I wish to inform you tha® an inter-ministerial commission
has been constituted since the beginning of the month of May,
under my chalrmanship, for the purpose of organizing of ficially
and effiolently the emigration of the Jews, During the sesslions
of this Commission Messrs. Fischer, Fildermann and Zimmer, the
representatives of the Jews of Rumania, have been gonsulted, as
well as the Commissioner for Jewish Affairs. These persons have
Jointly established the praoctical means for organizing the Jewish
emigration, either with the help of medium-size ships, flying a
foreign flag (which have recently effected transporte,) or with
ships of greater tonnage that the Service Haritime Agency may
charter to that effect.

“The dedeion of the government has been of ficially com-
municated to the Swiss, Swedigh, Turkish, Portugueme Legatlons;
to the Delegates of the Internatiomal Red Cross Commlttee; as well
as to His Zminence the Apostolic Nuneio at Bucharest,

"“The inter-mihisterisl comnliesion is 1in full aotivity. I
hope that the International organizations, which have dealt with
the question of the Jewlshemigration, will assist 1n glving
their full support.”
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i vosszran dated July 18, 1944
Mﬂp;a:ind to the m-munl!-phm, i
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Thres days ago a shin, flying & neutral flag, left Constanza
having on board a large numbar of Jewish refugeen. Three other
vessels, which are in the port of Uonstanza will follow,

Several months ago the questicn of obtalning a German
guarantes for the safe passage of a neutral vesssl in the Blmk
Sea was ralsed, but mgnut;nn- wara suspended. !

4 ministerial oommittes, over whish I preside, 1s handling
the cuestion of Jawish smigration and is examinine the pos: ibility
of facllitating the departus of ths smigrants by using Fumanian
shipe, :

Sr. Fildermann, Mr. Zissu (Jewish Central) and the Commissicner
General for Jewish questions dlsoussed the matter with me several
timas.

Ibeg you to refute all falss information clreulating with
respeet te Mr, Flldermanh's came, The .‘.lttu-f enjoys full fresdom
and 1s oollaborating with the Jewish Central, with & view of
organizing, together with Mr.Zissw, the smigretion of refugees,

Ur, Fildermann's son, who has been in France sinoe the out-
break of the war, has apparently been deported to Foland, I have
personally intervened on his behalf with the German CGovernment
and was promleed that he would be aat at liberty.

(eigned) Mibai Antonesou



EFRCOUCED FROM MOLDRNGH /3 THE FRARLE B ACOSEVELT. LIERARY
July 21, 1944

Dgar Mr, Ilssul

I am taking the liberty of writing to you on behalf of the
vietime of tha war who are desperately sesking refugs from
Fumania, I underitand that you are giving your devotad sfforts
to assisting them, and in this respect we have a comuon interest,

May I identify myself as ths special rapresantative of the
War Refuges Board of the United Btates of America, This Board was
greated in January 1944 by a speelal ordbr of Presldent Foosevelt
and consists of the Dearetaries of Btate, War and Treasury of the
United States, Our orders are to initiafe and aséist in the
resous of peopla who ars sseking havens of re s, whoavar and
wherever they may be. Ag of this dats and by wirtue of the powars
vested in me by my Covernment, and with the cooperation of exlsblrg
rellef” glss such as the United Otates Joint Distribution Com-
mittee a Falestine Jewish Agency and others, we have had soma
Nﬂui SUSOEEN.

I az informed that the Fumsflan government 18 not osed bat’
in faot is helping to Taoilitats, through its Minlsterisl Committe,
the transportatlon of refugees from Fumanis via sea, snd that
following the sugcoassful voyage of the thers are four
additional vessels now preparsd to embark. vernment 1s
watehing with great interost the plans for the qukbk movement of
thess vessels, and may I urge that nothing bs done to obstruct the
immediate embarkation of these four ships, aes well me the movement °
of other ships whether they ecarry a Fumanlan flag or othar flag,

rovided igges are arranged without de . The idsal situation
t could be cresated would be a so-oalled "bridge of ships® at’
this time, which would contemplate not elons the Rumanian ships,
which, ws underatand, ¥ou can be ilnatrumental in organizing without
delay, but other ships, so that a constant flow of refugee traffle
may ocontinue without interrupticn during these months, when every day
is critloal for thoss whose salvatiocn we have at heart,

I gm aleo informed that there havo arisen a number of
questiona regarding thoge who should be choken to make these
voyages to safe havens, In this conneotion, may I soy thet 1t is
not the provines of my Covernment to make or influsnee such
determinations, The bases for theie choless are not our speclal
oonoern, Ve ars deeply interssted, however, in net permitting this
question in any of its aspeots to interfers with the proapt
smbarkation of these and additional ships by even o muoh as & single
hour., You undoubtedly are more consolous of the mouteness and danger’
of the situation for these innocent oltlzens than we can bs from here,
and you will forglve me for emphasizifhg agaln the cspential
importancs of not pArmitting anything, sspecially of Jurisdictional
or technical natura, to stand in the #py of the lmmediste release
of thoss vesssls,.
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I am confident that, in your broad humanitarian efforts
(which will be remembered long after these A\ffuclt’ days have
passed) you will manage to bring iAto your councils, on a
Frnduntivu and & cooperative level, the services which Mr,

ildermann can render with skill and effectiveness. Iir, Fildermann
is also regarded with deep respect i! the great agencies operating
in the rescue field, as well as by t résentatives of the
Government of the United Btates. ﬂlrtnin {t would be un-
fortunate not to utilize fully his -:pnrlann-, sincerity and
represeantative power.

Again may I offer my assurance of our high regard for your
efforts in the fleld of human welfare at this orucial time in the
histéry of all peoples, but espeocially for the minorities and the
Jews, who are suffering so sorely,

Faithfully yourws

I, A, Hirschmann
Special Attache
United States of America

P.8, I have just road a ocopy of the letter from Mr, E, Kaplan
of July 17 addressed to you and wish to assert that I subseribe
conpletely with the views expressed by him,
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Memorandum’ of convefsation held
at 12115 p.m,, July 21, 1044 with Dr, Black

Parsuant to my previcus conversation with Dr. Black and the
memorandum dsted July 13, 1944 which I handed to him coveri the
background of the successful 1iainon between Cretzienu for the
Fumanian Government and myself, and the request for simllar
assistande of the Bulgarlan Government for the relesuse of Jewlsh
refugecs, Dr. Himok visited me and reported as Tollows!

1. He had reason to kfow that I would be glveh favorable news
through Balabanof:, the Bulgarian Hinigter, when 1 meet hlm
wAthin the next few daysj

2. That Balabanoff has made the request to see mej

5. That in his recent visit to Sofia he was informed of a rewersal
of the polioy of the Bulgarian tovernment with regard to
minorities and Jews and that he would seek every possible means
of winning our good will through efforts connected with the
release of refugees.

I was Ainformed that the head of the police in Bulgaria lasued
a statement (not public) in which he stated thut the Government
will fmoilitate all police permits necessary for the releane of

refugeen.

In the latter oconnection it 1a tant to remember that while
the Bulgarian Covernment may approve the release of refugees from
Bulgaria, enormous complexitles of a technical nature will interfere.
f1x Alffersnt types of permits &re required beforé s person may
lsave the country, They are tax, military, police, ete. In normal
times these permits weres available at Government hea rtara whieh
were centered in Bofia, Bince the severe bombing of Sofia the
Government offilces have been moved to varlous oitlies and it 1is
necessary for & cliizen to travel gonglderably to securs the certifi-
cates. In addition, fhny of the forms have been lost in the bombing
and the moving. There will be much obstruction and delay in
authorization for citizens to leave the country. In sddition, trans-
portation fecilities are strained to the utmost, also due to the
bombinfz, and it will be a aifficult matter for evecuees to resch
Burges, the one posaible port of debarkation.

The best possible solution is for ochildren to be given priority
and placed on the boats and trains, They will nbt requlre
certifioates of release. It 1s possible in this connection thet
parents may not be willing to separate themselves from the children,
especially since the snnouncement haa been made that no further
personal or physical persecutions will tuke place in Bulgaria. There
are, however, hundreds of ohildren who are without parents or homes
;hi l::ﬂld be corraled and sent by boat and rail to Ipgtanbul and

alegtine,
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in my proposed conversation with Balabanof? I am to requast of
him thati

1., He should give me in writing a statement of the present atiitude
gf the Bulparian Government on the question of minorities and
awn g

2. Information conoerning Draganoff's reecant mecting with the
Jewish sutherities and his statonment,
y m-mumam{ is thut they are to be trested like
all Bulgerian eitizens within the framework of the
Bulgarian law whieh still containa the two antl-Jewiah
laws which are ssvers end whloh reducs the Jews to
eooncmlo parimhsj

5, He will atate the position of the Bulgarian Government re-
grdmg its willingnoss to permit Jewish refugees to leave
s oountry.

I will request of Balabanoff that he suthorire me to send a
specific telegram with his own gquotation rn the above sugeentions,
and alse inform him of my ilntention to utilize this for good will
for the present Bulgarian Government in our own Government and for
publiolty to our people in the United Btates,

hrrangements should be made for me to see Balabanoff durlng
8imond's sbsence in Switrerlund,

I. i. HIRSOHMANN
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Istanbul, August 1, 1044

Dear ¥r, Blask)

Fursuant to our conversations I am confirming several of the
vointe which were concurred in by you and me in our diescusslicons
relsting to efforts to resoue viotims of perseoution and oppression
in Bulgaria,

The conversations with and reports from Balabanoff for his
government were encouraging as first possible steps. His letter
written to Himond for our governmant, whigh has besn transmitted
to Washington, is confirmatory of the above, But I belleve that
you will agrees with me that the Pulgerian CGovernment is not go
far enough at this orucial hour on these matters. I em thorough
eonvineed that the government will take whatever possible steps
avellable to expedite the release, within technliocal possibilities
of their oltizens who happen to'be Jews, From information at hand
gonfirmed by you and Balabanoff, these steps at this time can result
in only a nitifully small mm{mnnn,

I am bothersd by two mspeots of this problem: a) that few
refugees wlill be able to leave Bulgaria in the next important weeks
and monthe; b) that the War Refugee Bosrd, watehing dally for
speeific acts of large refuges movements out of Bulgaria, will have
no cholee but to interpret these negative results as a breach of
faith by the Bu lan Government in the faoe of its verbal and
written representations by Balabanoff,

Consldering the aoute nolitical situstion today, the desire
expressed by Balabanoff for his government to meke such moves which
would #in the good will of the United States Government and its
neople, we stand todsy in a position where the fortultous first
steps in a program which ould be produative of good on all sides
could be un-uu.gzi misconstrued, I therefore made to you today
the proposal whi believe ia the only s0l14 and satisfactory
move that should be offered by the Bulgarian Gevernment without
delay; namely, concrete ateps to revoke and abolisgh forthwith the
two notorious anti-Jewish laws on ite books. In asmerting the
above I am not unaware of certain technical and polfilcal obstacles
which the government in Bulgaria today may find 1t necessary to
overcome., But these are days when I prasume to suggest that
governments will persist only by bold and forthright steps :
especially with relation to the onward sweep of Allled !rl.u{‘orr,
and if they wish to find themeelves in some measure of good grace
at the Peaoe !.h;..

As you know, I have no authority to speak in conneetion with
the latter, but charged with a special responsibility and can
offer now 4 apecific opening for the good will that will resgult from
broad strokes in the direection of humanitarianism, especlally as
related Lo refugees, whioh will not promise but fulfill a policy whish
will negate that of a former governkent in ruthlessly corrupting a
helpless minority of ite own people, and which will be designed con-
cretely to rehabilltate these viotimized members of 1ts own
cltizenry,
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The Bulgarian (Government stands today in the
position where it ocun oreate & priceless measure of
good will wihout, as I see 1%, giving up anything
fundamental, by taking the essential steps without delay
to abrogate the scandalous anti-Jewish laws and to permit
us to announce it forthrightly to the world., Whatever
gaorifios on its own part is necessary at thie time for
1t to do so, I am oonfident that the scales will welgh
heavily in i1ts own favor &fter the decli sion 1a announced,

I have promised Ealubanoff &nd you that such a etep
would be heralded with the wldést publiclty th out
the United States (and Britain,) whigh I shall teke it ae
my especial takk to diso 8. The evidence in the
Anstance of tha abolition the o in Transnistria by
the Rumanians is withyu. The step 1 am suggesting would
elielt publioity and good will of a manifold nature and
scopa,

There 1s another aspeot of the subject whieh we dis-
cussed and which should be re-onforeed with the Bulgarlans.
It 48 my sense that thls may well be no time for planning
large-scile emigration novements out of a country like
Bulgaria if the present government of Bulgaria is as sound
and forward-looking in 1te determlnation to reconstruct its
country ae is indicuted., The Jews who have been reduced by
these two laws to complete deprivation and ilnability %o
carry on any legitimate work must be put oh their feet, not
for themselves alone as PBulgarian citizens, but for the
enormous contributionthsat they will make in helping build
the new Bulgaria., It is a strange paradox whlag history
relates that the depressed and depleted Jewlsh populstions
have without exception rebounded in the oountries where
they found themgelves and beocome valuable eltizens in
building ths wealth and oulture of thelr comsmnitiea.
Considering the history of Bulgeria, the Jews &s an
indigenous part of that natleon, recelved relatively falr
treatment whieh they enjoyed until recetly when this
latter record wag smudged by one of the blackest pagos in
Bulgarian history. With any fair chance’at esconomic
asslistance, rehabilietion and sustenance, the Jewilsh
people should quickly becocme essentlal and usseful participants
in bullding the new nation, )

hy gend them in lost groupe to strenge lands 1f, as the
Minister of thelr country asserts, ther will "grndualir" find
themselves back in the positiondf respect and responsibility
where they were before the war. It may even be that the
Bulgarian Uovernment some months hénce may find 1tself in the
position of beckoning for the return of these self-pane
citizene whom thaey helped to deport t¢ Pajestine at great
expense &nd inconvenl:nce. I triet that you ere not burdened
by my over-emphasie of the point, but I insist that the step
we are of suggesting will be of wen greater advantage to
Bulgeria than to those whe will be saved,

One more point: I think the leaderf of the Bulgarian
Government should ¥now that I shall expe@f to hold
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responsible for that whioch Belabanoff signed, While he
wrote somehat lesms than he reported to me varbally, his
letter ip categorie in lﬂltrtizg that (a) the government
will ameliorate the situation the Jews and cease all
forms of persecution without delay; (b) transport will be
fnoilitated within all possible techniosl means. The
letter goes further in its implications, but speaking for
the var Refugee Board I repeat that we shall never be satls-
fied with these conversatirns and representations until
these two laws are revoked, In the meanwhile the
government can be completely lax in its enforcement of them,

Mor will this be suffipclienty Feports coming ocurrently
from Bulpgarisa indicate a dnte of soonomic depravity on the
part of its Jewish citizens resulting from these lawe, VWhat
15 the ygood of permitting people freely to leave their homes
by immorsl and 1llegal mesns; Lif therc are no posaible avall-
eble methods of reconstructing theilr lot or thelr dignity as
human beinga? HMeasuress must be found at once to supply them
withfood, the necessary means of living ae decent citiiens,
and eoconomic assistance to rehabllitate thelr buslness,
thelr families and their homes,

I proposre to offer through the &sistance of existing
relief agencies, fiow represented in Turkey, along with thut
of our government, such m eans to rehablilitate this population
as posaibllities permit, Obviously 1t is not too mueh to
ask thet the Bulgarian Governmen® permlt this and aselet 1t 1n
every possible reaschable way. They have declimated the popu-
lation, %“e do not erk them %o revive it but only to permit
others to do so without let or hindrance so that they may
contribute tewards the wellbeing of thelr own country.

1 hope toc hear that the forthright end sincere daps
suggeoated herein have beon teken by the Bulgarian CGCovernment
in order to fortify its position ameny the humane nations of
the world and to win bask the resnsot and gnod will of our
peopla which they had so serupulously buil®* in the lant half-
century and which they have ao norely lost in the last blask
'Wﬂu!-

With thanks for your kindnesa and friendship,
Cordially yours,

I, &, Hirschmann
Bpecial Attache

F.6, If the Bulgerian Government 1s seeking methode to
demcnstrate 1ts ginoerity in belfg helpful in this slitustien
oonnected with refigee movemsnts, we ere’ informed that s
number of rafugess, possibly up io £,000, will be leaving
Hungary in the next @ew days. Ve have requested of the
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Rumanian ‘overnment that they permmit these refugees to enter
Rumania in transit and we have been informed that the Rumanians
have agreed in principle to this procedure. Obvicusly the
Bulgarians would not at this time wish to set up a blockade
against these refugees in the face of thelr representations,
It will therefore be necessary for them to agree to permit
these refugees to come through Bulgaria and to provide for
them the necess transit facilities out of Bu ie to
Turkey without delay. The above will aprly eimilarly to
refugeed who will be leaving Rumania (who do not arrive from
Hungary,) and for whom trm sit facilitiles through Bulgaria
will be required.

I, 4, H,

Dr. Floyd H, Blaek
President

Robert College
Hisar
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Composition of the Exohange Oroup

From BERGEN.BELSEN 222 Parsons (72 men and 150 wans)
Aged ¥on Yomen
l1=-10 10 )
11 - 20 3 18
2l - 0 1 20
3l - 40 3 12
41 - B0 T 24
61 - &0 21 31
6l - 70 21 28
7l - BD ] 4
8l - ... == s
Total TE 180
Nationality
Holland 29
Without Natlonallity 78
Foland 10)
Aussia 1)
Falestine 2) 47
Divers 34)
Total =%

From VITTEL 61 persons,
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Eersons
=ho arrived in transit in Istanbul
Fros Bulgaria
January 1044 38
February .1
Mareh (1) 131
April 17
May 486
June 127
Total: — 408

{1) Oroup of children under children's emigration
saheme?

Number of familiesl —i
Totall 1im
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EXHIBIT M
Part I
Burvey of Events
b

- &

On March 20, 1944, the German authorities ordéred the ex-
tablishment of the Uentral Gouncil of Jews in Hungary, and named
the members thereof, They issued inétructions that the Jews might
not change their place of residence, travel, nor move within the
confines of Budapest.

The first anti-Jewlsh proelamations on behalf of the Hungar-
ian Government appeared on March 31, when Jews were forbidden to em-
ploy non-Jewish domestic servants, without distinetion as to the age
of the members of the housshold or the domestiocs. Further orders
provided for the immedihte striking of the names of Jewish publie
officials, entertainers, and journalists from their respectivée pro-
fessional assboolations, the exolusion of lawyers from the bar, with-
in two months, as well as the w of ? yellow star ten centi-
meters in diameter on the outer o ing (firmly sewéd on). All
these orders were snasted on strictly rasial grounds, and permitted
only very infrequent exceptions for meritorious service in the war.

On April 6, the’ on which the Jewish badge was to be
worn for the first time, these members of the above-mentioned
categories of exeeptions, as well as baptizéd Jews married te
Aryans, ware exempted from wearing the star, as well as from most °
of the restriotions conneoted therewith. The vehioles, telephones,
and radios of the Jews were taken away. ;

Even those Jews who, because of their military distinetion,
had not lost their rank, were not exempted from wearing the star —-
striect instructions wers given on this point —- and weré forbidden
to wear thelr uniforms.

On April 7 appeared the decree forbidding Jews to travel,
after which they had no right to use automobiles, and could not
even ride in publiec conveyances without pollice permission.

On April 14 appeared the dearee withdrawing druggists’
licenses,

On April 18 all Jewish fortunes wers conflscated. Valuable
objeots anhd securities were to be deposited. Permission was glven
to tgke 1,000 Pengo monthly out of the blocked asocounts.

On April 21 Jewish shops were ordered oclosed, their fur-
nishings and stooks were configeated. Aryans were appointed to
head a few businesses whose oontinuanse was held to be in the publie
interest.

On April 22 a Government deoree oonstituted the Union of
Aungarian Jews, in place of the Central Oouncil of Jews appointed
by the German authorities.
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On April 23 food rations for Jews were diminished. The
sugar ration was decreased from 1040 gr. to 300 gr. monthly, and there
were no exceptions. Pregnant and nursing mothers, as well as infante,
recelve the same ration, whereas these categorles amcng the non-Jews
are able to get many times the normal ration. Instead of fat, the
Jews recelve 300 gr. sesame oll per caplta monthly, and even Jewinh
heavy laborers receive no supplement. The weekly meat ration of the
Jews 1e 100 gr, beef or horge-meat; pork and veal are simply not to
be bought. ilk is glven only to pregnant women, infants and children
under three years of sge, but even here the amount i1s less than that
of the non-Jewe, According to the decree the Jews do not get their
respective portions on Bundays from the milk statlon.

On April 25, the dismiesal of Jews from academic posts was
ordered., The dismissal 1s to be accomplished by the end of May, with
the exceptlon of a few persons acknowledged to be economically im-
portant.

On April 27 appeared the decree designating the homes and
places of residence of the Jews. Even before this, after Budapest
was bombed, Jewlsh dwellings had been requiaitinne&. The Central
Council had to provide 500 lodgings within 24 hours, The Jews were
charged with turning their brothers out of doors within a few hours,
and those dislodged in thie manner were compelled to leave all their
furniture behind in thelr homes, as well as the bed and table linen
required by those moving in. When 1t appeared that 500 dwellings did
not stand ready for dlsposal at the stated time, 1t was ordered that
500 more dwellinge be handed over within 24 hours, and two members
of the Jewlsh Councll were teken into custody: they were forced to
it in one spot with their faces turned to the wall until the Jewish
community handed over the keys to the 1,000 dwellings.

The decree provided the basls for the sending away of Jews
from towns with less than 10 Gﬂgﬂgnpulatian, and the creation of
ghettos in citles with over iﬂ, population.

On the same day permission to carry weapone was taken awey
from the Jews.

On April 30 appeared a decree on "Safeguarding Hungarian
Cultural Life from the Works of Jewlsh Authors®, in accordance with
which the worke of Jewish writere had to be taken out of lending
librarles and public libraries and macerated.

On the same day a review was ordered of the distinetion
earned during the ccouratlion following the former world war.

On May 2 Jews were forbldden to vislt publiec baths.

On May 6 the profit-bringing licenses, such aes shop-keepers'
licensee and tavern llcensee were taken away from the Jews. Bince
theee licenses had already been taken away by earlier decree, this
new prohibltion fell on those categories which had previcusly been
exemnted, that is, those who acquired merlit in the war, war-wldows
and orphans, as well ag those baptited Jews who, on account of the
new decrees on raclal grounds, were not accounted Jews,
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On May 13 the categorles of exceptions from the anti-
Jewlsh decrees were revised, after which the varlous orders per-
mitted only very rare excepticns. In consequence of these new reg-
ulations the only exemptions were for those of great militery im-
portance, 75% war-invallids counter-revolutionary activities, fitting
behavior during the occupation (after the first world war), while
baptized Jewe married to Aryans were exempted only from wearing the
badge, from the prohibition against traveling, and from the prohibi-
tion against employing Aryan servants.

On May 20 the premises of a few Jewish enirepreneurs were
also olosed (hailrdressers, inns, restaurants, hotels, garages,etc.).

11,

The selzure of Jews had already begun on March 19, Without
any kind of decree which would have forbldden traveling, every Jew
who appeared at the station, whether going on a Journey or arriving
from one, was arrested and taken %o jail and from there to the camp
at Kistarcsa, About 2000 persons were interned in this way; they
were orowded into the Kistarcea internment camp which was intended
for about 300 persons, and which already had earlier inmates, so that
the overwhelming majority of the men lay on bare ground, and in 1in-
dividusl barracks there was not even space fto lie down. Cn account
of the fact that in a few days the people became lousy, everyone was
shorn and disinfected. The commandant of the camp did his best to
improve it, but the overcrowding of the camp vitliated these exertlons.

Children under 15 years old were let out of the camp, to-
gether with their mothers and pregnant women, as well as women over
55 and men over 65 years old. The remainder stayed under arrest,
without any regard to whether they had wanted to fly the country,
were going to work, or eimply went to the statlon to meet someone.

On May 20, 250 prominent Jews were arrested, who were taken
firet to the bullding of the Rabbinical Seminary, and later to
Kietarcea. From this time on the bullding of the Rabbinical Semi-
nary was a collection camp., Here the Central Counell of Jews had
to colleet those to be arrested, the list of whose names was glven
out from time to time by the authoritlies. To this category belonged
various journalists excluded from thelr aseoclations, about 300 lawyers,
and countless other people summoned for one reason or another —- for
example, after denunclation. They were interned without determining
whether they were guilty or innocent.

The man-hunt in the streets began., Jews were interned with-
out rhyme or reason, under the most diverse circumstances, The
order on the wearing of the yellow star left room for doubt as to
whether it was also to be worn in offices and shops. During the
first two days, thoee who were found in these places without the
star were taken to Jall and fined; later they were interned. A4ll
those who, later, were ploked up on the street, were interned on
the ground that they were elther not wearing the star, or not wear-
ing 1t according to the regulations.



A few German soldliers broke into shore and homees and gimply
arrested those who reslsted them,

Foliticlans, prominent persons, and those who played a part
in public affairs, were taken into custody and held in custody in
most varied places (in the cellar of the Hotel Astoria, in the Royal
Academy of Sclence, in the prison of the courthouse of the Budapest
region, in the Schwabenberg, etc.). Later a camp was set up on The
island Csepel; at present there are five such camps. Feople are in-
terned in these as well as in three other camps in Budapest which
previously had served for refugees.

Since the Jewlgh hospital was confiscated for an 85 camp
hospital, the patients had to be taken to two charity hoapitals.
It even happened that those sent by the doctor to the hospltal were
brought back into the camp by the authorities without snother medical
examination,

On April 15 began the internment of the refugees still at
large. Those visitors who appeared at the police station for the
monthly prolongation of thelr residence permlte were simply arrested
there and brought to the camp., Later they began to arrest forelgners
in thelr homes.

English and American Jews were brought to a separate Jall,

The travel-prohibition explicitly stated that 1t was not
forbidden to ride on the interurban trains or the streetcar. Be-
lieving this, the Jews from the outskirts of Budapest rode calomly
to their places of work and back, and on certain days these, too,
were arrested and taken away .

Along about the last days of March there began the intern-
ments throughout the length of the land. The overwhelming majority
of those Jews' prominent in publle affalrs, as well as those who con-
cerned themselves with political 1life, were interned. The reasons
glven for the internment were that 1t was to be understood that those
concerned listened to forelgn broadcasts or were engaging themselves
in Communist propaganda activities, This was also the excuse given
in the case of orthodox rabbis. The number of these internees was
between two or three thousand.

These internees were taken to jJall, as well as to camps in
Garany,Csorgo, Nagykanizsa, Bacstopolya and Ujazentgyorgy.

The deportation of internees began on April 28, on which
dgy 1,170 persons from Kistarcsa, 400 from the Jall, and 214 refugees
from the building of the Rabbinlcal Beminary were transported. This
transport consisted of men and women between 16 and 50.

On the same day thoee persons between 16 and €60 were depori-
ed from the camp in Nagykanizsa, as well as the whole camp of Bace-
topolya. The transport from Nagykanizsa consisted of at least 2000
persons, that from Bacstopolya of about 1000 persons,
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The concentration of Eungarian Jews began on April 15,
1944, Everywhere and always 1t occurred in the same manner,
First, the precipitate concentration in the ghetto, then
after continulng dsterioration of conditions, the concentra-
tien in brickyards, in courtyards without water on bare ground;
the plundering of all material possessions of the Jews, and then
brutel questlioning accompanied by gross bodily mlstreatment to
ind out where valuable objects were hidden, and lastly deporta-
tion: 70 people in one rallroad car, with one bucket of water as
rrovislon for the Journey, We cannot describe in detall the
progress of concentration inmll places, although the data are
at hand, but we will give a brief account of the short life of
a few characteristic concentration camps,

Nylregyhaza

April 16. To Nyiregyhaza, and Simapuszta 12 kilometers
away, were brought the Jews from 46 surrounding communitles,
In Nyirezyheza 1tself, 4120 Jews already there and 6639 from
the surrounding country, that is, 10,759 persons, were crowded
together in 123 houses. The floorspace of these 123 houses,
counting kitchens and hallfe as well, amounted to about 96656 square
meters, so that each person did not have so much as a square
meter to himself, According to orders, each person could take
with him, in addition to the clothes on his back, two sets of
underclothing and a packet of 50 kilograms, which had to hold
food for two weeks. Unfortunately the Jews in the provinces
were driven together so suddenly by the gendarmes, that they
could take nothing with them at all, An example is the case
of the Jews from Nyirbator, who were taken to Simapuszta, On
April 21, Friday night at 11 o'clock, they were taken from
thelr homes by strange gendarmes, and at about 1 or 2 o'eclock
at night were loaded in farm-carts out of other villages and
brought to Simapuszta with great brutality.

May 1, The situation has strikingly deteriorated. From
those streets designated as the ghetto in Nyiregyhaza the
peonle were brought to Padopuszta, where the arrangemente for
provislons are very bad, They requested covers, straw sacks,
and especially straw, so that at least they can protect the
old and the sick from lying on the bare ground,

May 5, Those Jews from the surrounding country concen-
trated in Nylregyhaza were taken from the city to the farm of
Baron Molnar, where they were put into frightfully ocrowded
tobacco barns, TIn the whole pR&EE there was only & single
well, 150 meters' distance from the camp, where the peonle
could come and go to get water only when accompanied by a
gendarme, The most pitiful part, however, is that the in-
habitants of Nyiregyhaza 1teelf, who after gross 1ll-treatment
were placed in the ghetto, which they had almost comple tely
furnished, were forced on agcount of the new decree to leave
it.
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May 7. In early dawn the camp at Nyirjespuszta, like the
one in Simapuszta, was surrounded by gendarmes, so that from
now on nobody can come near the eamp. The people are starving,
every day they get 100 gr, bread and as many beans., They have
no money, and only those clothes which they have on,

May 8., The transporting from Hrirairhaan keeps on,

More of the members of the Jewish Council and the front-fighters
are now there, In Nyirjespuszta there are still 5865 people,
ocrowded together in the space of a few square meters, Treatment
ig like that in the concentration camp, The camp is all the
more unbearable, because the only well is beglnning to get
fouled, The water shortage in Simapuszta 1s even greater than
én gyirjaa. Today the camp at Harangodpuszta 1s beginning to

e filled,

May 10, The transgportation by Harangodpuszta goes on.
The capacity of the tobacco barns there is not greater than
3000 versons, but on May 10 they brought there & large
number of peonle in conditions of dangerous overcrowding.
The camp has absolutely no water, since the attempt to di
& well was unsuccessful, Although the authoritles alluweg
the bringing of urgent necessities, the gendarmes took all
necessities away from the people at the entrance of the camp,
even the greater part of the food. In the camps of Simzpuszta,
Varjulapos and Nyirej)es, the dally food ratlon per capita 1ls
100 gr, bread, 100 gr, potatoes, and 10 gr, oll,

May 15, Monday in the early morning hours the first
3,200 people, among them old people, invalide, infants,
pregnant women, were put 70 per car into rallroad cars with
gross bodily iil-treatment, the surrounding populatlion kept
completely at & distance, to go to an "unknown destination;"

May 22, In the early morning we learned by telephonic
report that the number of those shipped off 18 over 9,600,
There are no longer concentration camps in NyirjJes and Haran-
god puszta, in Simapuszta there are still 760 genfple . in
gy%iagyhnza there are only the members of the Jewish Council

eft,

May 23, Even the 760 Jews from Nyiregyhaza left in
Simapuszta were taken away 1in rallroad cars.

June 8, Through a telephone conversation with the
police we learned that all Jews from Nyiregyhaza and the
surrounding "pusztas" are already taken away, amcng them
also the Chief Rabbi Dr, Bela Bernstein,

Mankacsg.

April 20, The Jews from Munkacs, about 15,000 souls,
wer~ confined to 12 alleys. The Jews belonging to the Komitat
Bereg,, about 20,000 of them, were concentrated in the brick-
yards of Kallus and Sajovics. Since they could take nelther
money nor food with them, the camp is pitiful and catastrophlc.
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May 1, The German soldiers broke into the ghettos, during
which many lives were sacrificed, Word came of three cases of
typhus, On account of shortages of medicine and food, the camp
is horrible, One dootor and one engineer commltted suiclde,

May 9, Two members of the Jewish Council were shot, the
others seriously ill-treated,

May 14, The situation in the ghetto in the city, and
especlally in the two brlckyards, has markedly deterlorated
since Sunday morning, The Jewlsh functionatries and the Jewish
auxiliary police were forbidden to leave the ghettos, 1i,e.
the camps, which heretofore had been allowed, The brickyards
were surrounded by camp police, and with this beglns the
traneportation of those concentrated there, Families were not
separated, employables and unemployablee were put inte rallrocad
care under the most dreadful olrcumstances, accompanied by
terrible atrocities, On Monday a fresh transport was sent on
its way. The number of the members of the Jewlsh Councll was
reduced from 12, to 6.

Ulay 18, The larger camp, where approximately 13,000
persons were crowded together, was completely emptled by
Wednesday, after the transportation which began on Sunday.
The transport —-- 70 to 80 persons per car -- was sent in the
direction of Kassa, Those transported might take nothing
with them, thelr better clothes were teken off them, and
eadh rallroad car had only one bucket of water, These Jews,
tormented to death, tried to break out of the oar in
Batoraljaujhely, and 30 of them luckily lost their lives in
this way. The smaller camp was also liquidated., Those
persons brought from lMunkacs to the ghetto number 7,000,

The Jews from Munkacs, who were brought to the ghetto, were
transferred under diffinult conditions to the empty bigger
camp early in the morning of the 17th, The c¢ircumetances of
the transfer were so brutal, that some persons attacked the
police with knives., Hereby five Jews lost their lives.
Those belonging to the categories of exceptions, even those
doctors transferred here from the Ministry of the Interior,
underwent the same fate,

May 30, We recelved the followlng shattering information:
"Munkacs, Huszt, Nagyezollos are empty. The Jews were all
transported away."

Nagyv'arad.

May 3, In the very early morning the ghetto placards
appeared, and already at 5 o'clock in the morning a detective
accompanied by a policeman took all valuables from the Jews,
and gave them 15 to 20 minutes to pack the most necessary
clothes, bed-linen and provisions for 14 days. In one room
16 to 18 persons were crowded together, the windows on the
street were boarded up, the ghetto was surrounded,
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May 11, The guard on the surrounded ghetto was etrengthened
on the 11th, ‘he police on duty there were replaced by gendarmes,
go that it was impossible to approach the ghetto, 4&s an
indication of the strictness of the watch, those streets, one slde
of which belonged to the ghetto, such as for example Kertesz,
Szacevay and Kapueinus Alley, were watched by the gendarmes who
allowed the Christian inhabitants to go only on the aidawnli.
Those so-called rich Jews, or those considered rich, were with-
out exception arrested, ihax found themselves under arrest 1n
the police station, and in the Gendarmerie of the clty, where
they had to undergo deviligh treatment. Through this means they
tried to get them to tell where they had hidden thelir alleged
valuables, The Jewish Council was likewlse arrested.

May 24, The "little ghetto," where the Jews from the sur-
rounding country were concentrated, is now completely emptiod,
The people, tormented half to death, were put into rallroad
cars, 70 each, The large ghetto was more strictly surrounded
and the anguish continued,

5 May 26, The entralnment continues, Nagyverad 1s empty of
ews,

Kegsa

April 28, Eleven etreets were assigned to the Jews of
Kasse as a ghettir., On the 30th of April these were reduced
to three. inally, however, the greater part of the Jews of
Kasea were taken and pleced in the brickyard,

May 2, The fate of the 12,000 Jews in the brickyard 1s
catastrophlc. Women, children, snd old men are, lndeed,
sheltered under & roof in a drying-room of the brickyard, but
the poor people, deprived of all their possessions, cannot
be protected there, as the drying-rooms have noc glde-walls,
S8ince the deportees had to leave their homes, which later
were completely plundered, very suddenly, they came to the
brickyard without the barest necessltlies and wihout pro-
vislons., Only 60 per cent of the deportees had provlsions,
Drinking water was brought once daily in the city sprinkling
ecarte,

May 8, From a true old friend, a prominent personelity,
we received the following letter: i¥or some hours I am out
of the horrors. The community kitehen needed me for a certain
work, and I came out for a short time, I am afraid I cannot
stand it for long, for we are suffering beyond description,
We lie in the dus%, have nelther straw-mattresses nor covers,
and will freeze to death, The place i& sealed, I cdo not see
eny way out, Do not send me anything, we don't get it any-
way, For some days we 8till have something to eat, how 1t
will be later on, only God knows, There are about 15,000
persons here., The community-kitchen now glves us arEer long
walting in line, & sort of soup-liquid, but who will continue
to support this institution? The community won't be able
to do so., I have not eaten for days, and hope in this way to
ghorten my way. We are so neglected, that we do not look
human any more, ‘There 18 no possibility for cleaning anything.
We have not teken off our clothes since coming here, HeaE
greetings to you all, pray for us that we shall die soon,
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May 16, The firet eight barracks of the camps were
epptied. With that began the lakt stage of the suffering
of the Jews from Kassa, First 4,800 persons were put into
rallroad cars. Thée men and boys were cofipletely undressed
under the open sky, in front of the cars, so that they might
hide nothing. The women and girls were examined in the same
way by the gendarmes in the barracks., The four weeké of
concentration have so completely ruilned our brothers, that
ni!:i of them died when put into the caras. In sach car were
put, with terrifying brutality, 70 to B0 persone.

May 18, The svaouation is going on, The coneentration
camp was ocompletely ocut off from the outer world by the
gﬂlﬁlﬂ!l and policemen,. Even the members of the Jewish

ouncil were not allowed to approach the oamp,

May 20. In the evening, at 6 o'clock, the members of
the Jewish Counelil were arrested. Those Christians who helped
the Jews in some way were also put into cars and taken away
together with the Jews,

June 7. In Kassa there are no more Jewe, In the same 6r
similar oircumstances the wholé Jewish population of Hungary,
with the exoception of Budapest, was concentrated. During the
next days the orders relative to Budapest wera made publie,
and there was no doubt what fate was in store for the larct
d ty in Hungary which up to that time was not yet subject to
congentration, At that time the féllowing olties were’
;mlatm ty of Jews: MNunkaos ’“:gnr, Bﬂ."lﬁll“l,

agyszollbs, Huszt, Harmmarocssziget, Nagywarad, banya !
Bessteras, iuh“m, Marosvasarhaly, !utlirnﬂl:ﬂ Iltliiulh.
Baja, Bares, Blultoﬂ:lr-, Ujvidek, Brabadka, 6 Zenta, Zombor,
llurd:o:, Gyongyos, Batoraljaujhely 'hnsplilk Biill.nlaliyn;
Szastregeh, Sepsiszentgyorgy, h--!., Axnasslatina Nagykaroly,
Felsoviso, Nagykanisza, Kassa, Des, Irl.rml;nu, illmﬁl-

The population of the following oitles, togaether with
the Jewish tion of the surrounding country, was concen-
trated in ghettos and will be deported’ in the next few daysi
Komarom, Gyor, Dunasterdahely, Uiskole, Pezs.

There follow the statlstics on our brothers deported from
sach individusl oity:

Suboarpathia:
Hunkacs 35,000 wouls
Ungvar 12)000 *
Beregesast 9,000 *
Nagyszollos 8,000 .
Hupzt 12,000 *
Maramarosziget 12,000 i
Felsoviso 3,600 *
Teaso 8,000 *
Aknaszlatina 3, s00 * !
Iza 3,000 " 106,000 soule



Iranslyvania: ,

Nagybanya 1&,000 souls

Bessterce 8,000 .

Kolozsvar 18,000 ’

Marosvasarhely 6,000 "

Hagyvarad 26,000 *

Des 6,000 "

8zilacysomlyo 8,000 -

Szasregen 8,000 " y

Sepsiszentgyory 3,000 * 94,000 souls
Ucper Hungary ! )

Kassa : 15,000 souls

Batoral jauJhely, ‘

Sarospatak 16,000 "

Gyongos 5,000 " 35,000 souls
Ypper Teschins )

Nyiregyhaza 18,000 souls

Kisvarda 12,000 *

Mateszalka 12,000 *

Szatmarnemeti 26,000 " ’

Nagykaroly 8,000 * 76,000 souls
South Hungary!

Nagy¥yanieza 7,000 gouls

Baja 8,000 *

Bares 2,000 "

Bacstopdlya 6,000 "

Ujvidek, Bgabad-
ka, Zenta, Zom-

bor,Murakoz 3,000 " 25,000 souls

Ffom the 15th of May to the 10thof June, there were in
all 335,000 Jews deported from Hungary.

4
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EXHIBIT M

PART 1I
Budape u

On the basie of reliable information, S0% of the Jews de-
ported from Hungary were taken to Auschwitz in Upper Z2ilesia.

We are in posgestlon of an sxact desoription of the exter-
mination oamp, Auschwitz. From our detailed protocol relative to
this, which 1s well authenticated and oconfirmed from several souroces,
we are only giving a short extract. The protocol was taken word for
word from the deposition of two young Slovakian Jews. One of them
was taken on April 13, 1542, from the concentration camp of Szered
to Ausohwitz and from thers to Blrkenau, and the other oams on June
14, 1942, from the camp near Nowaky to Lublin, and from there to
Birkenau and later to Ausehwitz. These two deported Slovakian Jaws
succesded, after long preparation and superhuman exertions, in am~
Ooaping, &2nd they are now in neutral territory.

"In Auschwitz we were brought direetly to a big barracke. On
one side of the bar#soks we had to etrlp and give up our clothes
and valugblee, In thie state we went to a neighboring barracks,
whare aft<r belng completely shorn we were disinfested with lLysol.
Tmch one recelved a number upon leaving the barracks. The numbers
began ati@2B8,800. With this number in our handa we wore driven to
a third barrnoks, where, as 2 ﬂign of cur admission, the number wae
tattooed on the left breast in the most brutal manner. From thers
we were driven, & hundred st & time, into a Oellar, and then again
into a barracks, where we redgaived the olothes of conviote and wooden
Shoes. These oclothes were taken from us on the same afternocon, and
we regeived old ragged Russian uniforms. Thus we were brought to
Bi rkenau.

"“The camp commandant of Auschwitz supexvieed the work oamp of
Birkenau and Harmanse, the small farm of the camp. The prisoners ware
provided with consecutive numbers agcording to their entry into the
oamp. At the time of cur cacape, in the beginning of April, 1844,
these numbers amounted to 180,000. later the numbers were tattooed
on the left foot. Although the treatment of the prisoners wae the
game for all, stlill they were differentiated lﬂuordin§§to nationality
and category of the 'erime', by means of different occlored trianglee
with different letters on their outer clothing. (Pertinent detal
are to be found in the original protoool.) On the grounds of the
camp at Auschwitz are the workshops of the DAW (German Armament Works),
of the firme of Erupp and Slemens, a large factory of the BUNA under
construction. Here many of the prisoners work.

"The aectual grounds of the camp cover a surface of 500 by 300
meters, surrounded by a double row of conorete pillars and high tensloen
wirea. DBetween the two fenoes, about 150 meters apart, there are watohe
towere nbout five meters high, which are provided with machine-gune
and searchlighte. In front of the inner =leotric fence goes an ordinary
wire fence. Any disturbance even at this fenge is answered by firing
from the watoh-towers. This system of guatding is oalled the 'little
chain of poets'. The camp iteelf oconsists of three rows of houses.
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Aoroes from these stands the big ohaln of posts, whioh surrounds the
whole camp in a ocircle of about two kilometers, with watoh-towers

150 meters apart. On the oamp grounds, between the little and the

big chain of poets are ths various workshop® and labor areas. The
1ittle chain of posts is guarded only at night, and at the same time
the eleotric current ie turned on in the double wire fenoee. In the
mornings, when the garrison of the little ohain of poste goee off duty,
the towers of the big chain of posts are manned by guards. It is nearly
imposeible to get through both ohaine of posts. The guarde in the big
ohain of poste are relieved only after the number of prisoners in the
l4ttle chain of poets ie confirmed. When an esoape is made, sirens
ars blown, and with the help of S8 men and bloodhounds the fugitive

is hunted for three days. After three days the search is given up.

If the fugitive is ocaught alive, he is hanged in the presence of the
whole oamp. But 1f only his ocorpse is found, it is brought baok to
the entranece of the oamp and a tablet is put in 1ts hand with the

inseription: 'Here I am.'

"When we got to Birkenau, there were furnished a kitchen set up
for 15,000 people, two completed houses, and one under construotion.
Tach building iz about 300 square meters big, and 400 to 500 persons
are orowded together in them.

"Three daye after my arrival I wae gent with 200 Slovakian Jews
to work in the DAW of Auschwitz. Qur living quarters were still in
Birkenau.Twife a day we got something to eat. Noontimes a litsr of
turnip soup, and in the uran:ﬁlm grame of bad bread. Working con-
ditione were the worst and hardest imaginable, so that most of us,
weakened by hunger and unnourishing food, could not stand up under it.
Out of our working group, 30 to 35 people died dally. Many were eimply
struck down while rnrtini.b{ythe 'Oapos' (overseer). The deficiency
resulting from this was daily made up frog those left in Birkenau.
¥hen the seoond transport arrived, after 14 days, out of our transport
of 650 persons only 160 people were left in the so-called 'sick house'.
To it were brought the unemployable priscners. We counted about 150
dead daily. The corpses were delivered to the Ausohwitsz orematorium.

"At the same time began the so-oalled 'Seleoction'. Every week,
Mondays and Thursdays, the %%{_ determined the number of
risoners who were to be gass eir bodies burned. Thoee se-
ted were loaded on a truok, whioh brought them to the neighboring
Birkenwald. Whoever arrived there alive was gassed and burned in a pit.
In the eick house, the notorious 'Block No. 7', about 2000 people dled
fga{lre of'wEam about 1,200 died a 'natural' death, and about 800 through
eleotion'.

(In the original protocol there followe here very exact informa-
tion on the origin, number and ide tifying numbers of the deportees.)
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EXHIBIT M
PART 1II

f a Hungarian deported woman
HB': :hu‘m-nlntlm oamp

In Munkacs we were in terrible oiroumstances together
with other Jews from the vieinity, to a briokyard ocutside the oity.
There were a few thousand of us, who had mostly to live in the open.

At first we regeived absolutely nothing to eat, and had to make out
with the stooks we brought with us and packets sent by friends Uving
in Munkags. Later they opened a kitchen, from which we got just emough
to keep us from starving. The men were taken out to work, they had to
do quite pointless and worthless labox. They were severely beaten and
u-rc%ud fsn; hours. Ameng others, a Hungarian officer behaved himself
very brutally.

Wedne s the 17th of May thie year, 3,300 of us were packed
into 45 frei » 75 in a car. We were told in behalf of Dr.
lpu!'al, who ran the chancery, that the Partfogo Drodaja had set aside
a million Pengo to emable us fo be taken in s %o Horotbagy. OConse-
quntll‘i, we left Munkaos in the belief that we were going to Horotbagy
to work. As we Eum Satoral} 1y, some in our car expressed a
certain doubt, because they maintained that we were going in the direc-~
tion of Kassa, not Hoxotbagy. And sure anou%oﬂ oame to Kasga. There
the ¢ars were aﬂmcd and Jewish members of labor battalions gave us
water. They told us that we should take as muoh water as we oould s8took
up, because we would get no more until reaching our destination. This
Toved to be true. We traveled for three # without the oar doors
hf opened. I do not know the direetion the gnaumr. A few, who
stood by the window, said that we passed Krakau. Saturday, May 20th,
we arrived, after a fearful trip. There was no station to be seen, but
there must have been one fairly near, sinoe there wore many railroad
tracks there. BDemides our transport there were three other transports
standing on the traoks, two from luhu:{nhu. one from Bageka. We had
to get ocut. The had to be left in the cars. This was taken out
by young people with striped elothes, smeared with red color. We were
Separated into three groups: 1) Men, 2) Ohildless women and girls
3) Women with ohildren. The two first groups were led off in a direo-
tion where a few houses were to be seen. A smaller group of the Baoska
girles, about 70 in number, were taken away separately. We were hungry
and tﬁiﬂtr and am-ﬁy the ohildren cried. The Germans told us
that we would be bathed firet, and then we would get water and beeca
and jam., We were them led away. We went along by a wire fence. Behind
this were houses and we saw there women and Elﬂi nm?&. in striped,
Smeared clothes. Somewhat further on we saw two large ehimneys, similar
to faotory ohimneys, from which there shot great flames. They could
hardly have belonged to a faotoxy, howéver, since the buildings belong-
ing to them did not look 1ike a faotory. It was said that these were the
bathing places. I could not believe thie, however.

We went on. After about a quarter of an hour we eame to a little
wood.We had o #it dowm in a olearing. The ohildren would not stop ofy-
- We were again tedd that we were to be bathed, then we would get
all we needed. Part of our group was immediately led on a little further.
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They had to undress and wers led naked to be bathed. Shortly there-
after we saw in the dlstance a great flame spreading out. I was very
frightened and thought only of how I ocould get away. I no lomger be-
lieved that we were gﬁtng to be bathed. The other women did not be-
lieve it, either. Many of them repeated the prayer of the dy (widuj).
Then we were ordered to {G further to undress. I decided not to

along. I hung back a 1little, took my child by the hand and ran into the
neighboring wood. I looked back, nobody noticed me, so I ran rather
from the ?f . Meanwhile it had become evening. I went on. It was al-
ready late when I came to a swamp, and could go no longer. We sat down
and elept a 1little. The nexy day I followed a path, and after apparent-
ly taking a roundabout way came to a village. I went to the station,

it was ornlled Jawisowioza. 1 had no money and no qlge:u at all. On the
way I mat a Polish farmer, to whom I sold a tablecloth I had wrapped
around myself, and a uulhi.on cover I had with me, for 20 RM. I had to
walt a long time at Jawisowlosa station. I did not know in which di-
reation I ought to travel. I could speak with no one. The fammer told me
in answer to my gquestion as gu how I might get to Hungary (naturally I
wanted to go baok to Hh?ry that he didn't know, but anyway I must go
in the direotion of Bielitz. So I bought myself a ticket. There were
German soldiers at the station, who looked at me gquissiecally, but in
the end they did not stop me. InBielitz I got off the train and walted
there another long time. A girl advised me, if I wanted to get to
Hungary, that I had to go to Zvardow. So I bought myself a tioket for
Zvardov. I arrived in Zvardov toward evening. I asked a raljroad man
how I oould get to Hungary. He asked me whether I had papers. I answer-
ed, of oourse. I asked for a tiocket for Szloyva, because I gaw exaotly
the same mountains a® we have at home, and I assumed from that that I
wag near homs. They answersd me that they did not kmow ths oity. I was
taken to an old gentleman, who also didn't want to know anything about
this city. I wae asked, where the station was; I naturally answered,
in Hungary. They asked me again, if I had papers, I said I did. Eince
it was evenipg, I said that I would look them up and show them next
mnrnin.%‘. They were satiefied with this. Since I najurally wasn't going
to wait until morn to show the papers, I went away from the station
in the direction of the mountains on foet. I spent the night in the
woods, in the morning I came to a hunter's house and asked, how I oould
get to Slovakia. I had been told, in the meantime, that Slovakia was
over there. I wae received in an unfrlendly way and went on. Later I
asked people how to )gl:t to Blovakia, the directlion waa polnted out to
me, but I was told that in this direection there was a border guard, and
one oould only pass there with papers. I naturally asserted that I had
thess, but went in another direction. I oame back to Polish territoxy.
A day and a niiht I wandered around, until I saw farmers working in =
valley, who told me, that I was on Blovakian ground.
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EXHIBIT N

Translation
Budapest, July 18, 1944

The Present Btate of Measures Taken by the
Hungarian Government with regard to Jews 1s
as follows:

1.

1. The diepatoh of Jews for work abroad is temporarily sus-
pended.

2. In view of proposals submitted by the Swedish Red Cross,
the Immigration Commission of Palestine, transmitted by the Bwiss
Legation, as well as by the War Refugee Board, the Hungarian Govern-
ment has authorized the emigration of Jews to Sweden, Switserland,
Palestine and other countries.

(a) To Sweden, within the aforemsntioned soope of aotion of
the Swedish Red Oross, Jews who will obtain from H. M. the King of
Sweden Swedish nationality may emigrate.

Jews who have relatives in Sweden, or have had commeroial goon-
neotions for some time with that country may emigrate to Sweden or
Palestine.

Thie oategory inoludes between 400 and 500 persons.

(b) Emigration to Palestine, with the assistance of the Immi-
gration Commission of Palestine and with the intervention of the
Swiss Legation at Budapest, has been authoriszed to several thousands
of Jews.

The above-mentioned persons may smigrate to Palestine if they
are in posgession of an "Immigration Certificate" delivered by British
authorities.

(6) On the basis of the above-mentioned proposals of the War
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Refugee Board, the Hungarian Government has authorized the Intermational
Red COross to send Jewish ohi  rem under 10 years of age to Palestine.
The same Committee (Board) will be authorised to materially ald Jews
interned in Hungary.

II

Aside from the above-mentioned concessions the following allevia-
tions have been acoorded with regard to the treatment of Jews:

1. The sending of baptized Jews for work abwroad has oeased for
the future.

2. a) The special administration of baptized Jews has been en-
trusded to the "Counoil of Baptized Jews® organized on July 6, 1944.

b) Jews who have been baptized before August 1, 1841, may remain
in the country but their segregation from non-Jewish persons will be
ordered.

¢) They are entitled to all the advantages of practising their
religion.

3. a) Facilities provided for with regard to Jews domiciled at
Budapest will be applicable to baptized Jews outside the capital.

B) A revieion on the subjeot of baptized Jews sent to work in
Germany is envisaged.

4. It will be established, as soon as possibl e, who is to be
coneidered as a converted Jew and that will be dome not only for Jews
between 18 and 80 years tut for all Jews of all ages.

5. HNon-gonverted Jews serving in labor groups in Hongary will
be replaced by baptized Jewe.

8. Oonverted Jews will be authorized to leave their home on
Sundaye and religious holidays at & time which will permit them to
Satisfy the obligations of their religien.
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7. Tha following are exempt from wearing a Jewlsh star:

n) Membars of the family of ministers of = Christian faith
(relatives, brothers and sisters, wives and children of Protestant
pastors. )

b) Bearers of soclesiastical ddcorations (Papal)

) Members of the Oxdar of the Holy Bepulohre.

III

1. &) Dieoretionary right is reserved by H.28.H. the Regent to
exempt a certain number of Jews.

b) Jews married to s person of Ohristian falth will be exempt.

@) Jews who wear certain war decorations (Oold Medal of Military
Bravery,cte.)

d) Jews who have certain speoial merits.

e) Priests of Christian oults.

2. The departurs of Jews for work abroad will be dene within
conditions respecting the lawe of humanity and the Hungarian Red Crosas
will have the possibllity of supervision.

5. The dispatoh of parcels of foodstuffs will be aufhewiszed Loz
persons internsd in cocncemtration camps through the ohannel of the
Red Oross.

Budapest, July 18, 1544.
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EXHIBIT 0

Numbsr of Immigrants

to Palestine

January 1944
February
March

April

liay

June

Total

from Turkey

181
a42
198
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EXHIBIT P

Io Amerioan Embassy
. aeare Ce Pamsias GfTive; besd
any o Fore ae on
dated Oth August, 19440 . "

We have now reaohed agreement with Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for the immediate institgtkom of the fo
comprehensive ar ments which will cover admission into
rﬁ-:‘-y in transit Jewish refugees from Hungary, Roumania
and Bulgaria.

2, Turkish consuls at Bourgas, Constantsa and Budapest are
t::g being instrusted by tele to the following effeot!
T sh oonsul at Budapest is to isgue Turkish transit visas
on application to any number of Jews who ly for them pro-
vided that they hold one or other of the following documents:

(a) an American Immigration Visa issued in ciroumstances
desoribed in my telegram 1375;

(b) a letter from the Jewish oy in Istanbul eertifying
4hat the holder has been Fm a Palestinian immigration
ocertificate (a number of these letters have been sent %o
Hungary by various means);

(¢) a certificate issued by the Swiss Legation in the terms
set forth in your telegram 2459 to Berne; or an endorsement
on a child's passport under the "5000" scheme;

(d) a certificate issued by Eraus, the Jewlish noy rep-
resentative in Budspest, who now has his office in the Swiss
Legation, to the effeet that the bearer is a Jew, this last
eategory wae inoluded at our request and should mean in
pnc%l.n that all genuine Jewe will have the opportunity of

leaving Hungary.

Thete Turkieh traneit visas will bear an endorsement saying
that they are valid enly for departure by sea from Bourgas

or Constantsa. Bimultaneously Turkish oconsuls at Bourgas and
Constantsa are being authorized to grant, between them, up to
400 visas every ten days to persons bearing one or other of
the doouments desoribed in rﬁlph 3. T Eu;i:rh.l Govern-
ment has offered to allow the ships VITA and PIRINE to be used
for the transport of re es and one or other of these shipe
will make the journey to Istanbul from Bourgas or Constantza
every ten days oarrying refugees to whom transit visas have
been granted by the Turkish comsuls. Thus, if a full comple-
ment of pas ¥e 18 not available at Constantza the ehip
will call at DBourgas.
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#3. ¥inistry of Forelgn Affairs are informing the Bulgarian
Oovernment of what they are doing.

4. Ministxry of Fore Affairs have undextaken to regquest
Ministry of the Interlor tomoxrow to admit into Turkey
henoeforth without delay and without referense to Ankaras
any ons arrFiy at Tuzkey's land frontidrs without
Turkieh visas d they hold any of the four Irﬂl of
doouments desoribed in W‘? 2 above. This should maan
in practioe almont ov ew arriving without a Turkish
wvisa will be tted, and upulﬂmm-ﬂlq
our wishes. There may be however still a few Jews who are
unsbls $o obtain any of the four types of dogument required
and who nevertheless at t to enter Turkey by land without
Turkish visas. Minis rn‘zfn Affairs state they are
still unable to aul the ¥y of such persons
we undertake formally to admit them into Palestine whether
% furn out an examination to be Jews or not. “1!"" suoh
s formal guarantee would invelve us in the possibility of
aving to receive non-Jewish Bulgarian and other re .
o oases of parsons #rying to 2 thempelves off as Jewd
have actually oscurred sinee the war so I recomaend that
we give tes. Pending yeveipt of your views on this
int I have informed the Ministry of Fore Affalrs that
n doubtful oases they may refer to this Embasay by telephone

and s reply stat her the person i¢ a Jew oF not will
be given immediately sinoe the Jewlish Agenoy have complate
liste of Jews in ied Europe to which refersmde Oan

be made. Turkish diffieulty ie that onde a person has oFoas-
ed into Turkish territory Bulgarian front ler guards will
not allow him to return.

§. These new arrangements will embrace and superseds the
system of weekly lists of Veteran Zionists, as well as the
:uh-::rm:-nhr groups of 75 ehildren regaive visas every
[ | N
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Istanbul, August 22, 1944

Dear Wr. Fehle:

I am enclosing herewith my preliminary report
covering the activities of the Board's program in
Turkey from July 18 to August 19, 1944, In order to
make for easier reading I have divided this, as in
my previcus report, Into two major sectionas:

(1) Covering the bmekground and chronological
development of our workj

(2) Conclusions, observations and recommenda-
ticna.

Folitical avents are moving with much rapidity
in the Middle East and the Balkans that many of the
situations referred to in the report may have under-
&una conslderable change by the time this reaches you.

t 1s hoped that the report will szerve, however, as a
record of the steps taken by me and my assoclates
here in our work durlng the perlod stated sbove.

In additlion to the reference made in the final
pages of the report to Mr, Katzkl and the two seore-
taries asslgned to me in Turkey, I wish to acknowledge
here again the loyal and tireless efforts of Mn, Katzkl
who has campiled conoiderable of the data 1n the report,
and whose efforta have been ilnordinately helpful.

i subsequent report will be mailed to you in due
course.

May I again offer my hearty thanks to you, the
Board, and your assoclates for the full mupport which
you have accorded me, without whieh I ecould not have
functioned,

Sincerely yours,

I. A, Hirsechmann
Speelal Attache
John W, Fehle, Esquire
hxecutive Director
War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Waahington, D.C.
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