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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 9417

ESTABLISHING A WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WHEREAS it is the policy of this Government te take all messurss
within its power to rescue the wietims of snemy oppressionm who are in
imminent danger of desth and ctherwine to alford such victims sll pos-
sible relief and sssistance conslstent with the suceessful prosecution
of the war]

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the sutherity vested in =me b} the
Censtitution and the statutes of the United States, as President of the
United States and as Commander in Chiel of the Army and Navy, and in
order to effectuste with all possible speed the rescue and relief of
such victims of enemy oppression, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. There is established in the Executive Office of the President a
War Refugee Bonrd (hereinafter referred to as the Board). The Hoard
shall consist of the Secretary of Stats, the Secretary of the Treasury
and the Secreatary of War. The Board may request the heads of ather
agencies or departments to participate in its deliberat lons whenever
matters specinlly affecting such agencies or departments are under
considerntion.

2. The Board shall be charged with the responaibility for sesing
that the poliey of the Jovernment, nas stated in the Preamble, is carried
sut. The functions of the Board shall include without limitation the
development of plans and programs and the inaugurntion of effective
measures for (n) the rescue, transportation, maintenance and reliefl of
the victims of spemy oppression, snd (b) the sstablishment of havens of
temporary refuge for such victims. To this end the Baard, through ap-
propriste channels, shall take the necessary steps te enlist the co-=
operation of foreign governments spnd obtain their participation in the
execution of such plans and programs.

3. It shall be the duty of the State, Tressury and War Depart-
ments, within their respective spheres, to execule ol the request al the
Board, the plans and programs so develeped and the measures 0 innugu-
rated. Tt shall be the duty of the heads of nll agencies and depart-
ments to supply or obtain for the Board such information and to extend
to the Board such suppliss, shipping and other specified assistance and
facilities as the Board may require in carrying out the provisions of
this Order. The State Depariment shall appoint special attaches with
diplomatic status, on the recommendation of the Board, to be stationed
abroad in places where it is likely that sssistance can be rendered to
war reflugees, the duties nnd responnibilition of such attaches to be
defined by the Bosrd in consultation with the State Department.
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4. The Board and the State, Treasury and War Departments are
authorizsed to sccept the services or contribut ions of any private per-
sons, private orgenizations, State mgencies, or agencles of foreign
governments Im carrying out the purpeses of this Order. The Board shall
coocperate with all existing snd future internstionsl crganizatiens con-
eefned with the problems of refugee rescue, maintenance, transpertation,
relief, rehabilitation, and resettlement.

§. To the extent possible the Board shall utilisze the personnel,
supplies, facilities snd services of the State, Treasury and War Depart-
ments. In addition the Bosrd, within the limits of funds which may be
made available, may employ necessary personnel without regard for the
Ciwil Service laws and regulations and the Classification Aet of 1923,
an amended, and make provisions fer supplies, facilities and services
nece ry to discharge Lts respomnsibilities. The Board ahall appoint
an Exseutive Director who shall serve as its principal/executive of=
ficer. It shall be the duty of the Executive Director to arrange for
the prompt emecution of the plans and programs developed and the meas-
ures insugurated by the Board, to supervise the activities of the spe-
cinl attaches and to submit frequent reports to the Board on the ateps
taken for the rescue and relief of war refugeesa.

6. The Bosard shall be directly responsible to the Preaident in
carrylng out the policy of this Government, as stated in the Preamble,
and the Board shall report to him at fregquent intervals concerning the
steps taken for the rescue and reliefl of war refugees and shall make
sueh recommendations as the Board may deem appropriaste for further ac-
tion to overcome any difficulties encountered in the rescue and reliel
of war refugees.

FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE ROUSE
January 22, 1944.
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