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Ankara, March 13, 1944.
No. 596 :

Subject: Forwarding report from Mr. Ira A.
Hirschmann, Representative of the
War Rafuges Board, to Mr. John
Pshls, Acting Director of the War
Hafuges Board.

Laurence A. Stelnhardt

To Department in original and hectograph.

ey Ohsuncey, Abrahamson, Aksin, Bernstein, Cohn,
TuBois, Friodman, Oaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser,
Luxford, Mann, Marks, y Murphy, Paul,
Pollak, Raina, Smith, Standish, a.unrh, H. 5‘- White,
Pehle, Sargoy, Mannon, Weinstein, Files




Ankara, Turioey
March 6, 1944.
=S et
Mr. John 0. Pehle, Acting Director,
War Refuges Board,
Washington.
Dear Mr. Pehle:

I subsit herewith my first report on the situation existing
in Turkey and the Balkan sstellits countriss pursuant to the
apsigrment given me by the War Refuges Board and our prelizinary
discussions in Washington on January 24th ard in your telegram
to Ambassador Steinhardi (No. L#0 of February 12th, 8 p.m.)

En route to Ankara I spent five days in Cario. Aecting on
the advice of Ambassador Stedinhardt I went for two days to
Jarusalem to explore the slituation thers as related to the Board's
program. The time both in Jerusalsm and Cairo were devoted to
investigation connected with the astivities of MERRA (Middle
East Ressarch and Rehabilitation Mministration), since wbucrbed,
I am told, by UWRHA. This report congerns itself with the
sltuntion in Turkey as obssrved by me since the time of sy arrival
hare until the date of this report.

Despatch #4574 of February 20th from Asbassador Stedinhardt
to the BSecretary of State covers the period up to the date of
oy arrival. The position as T found it at the time of my arriwval
here and the steps taken by me thersafter are as follows:

1 BEaill Traffic. The relatively liwited numbar of refugees
whu had bean coming through Turksy by rail since 1941 from the
Balkan satellite countries virtually ceased on or about Jumary 1,
1944  Prior to that date, during October, November, and December
1943, 200 refugees came through Turkey from Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Hungary and are now in Palestine. The Hungarians could not

o through Husania and the Rusnians eould not go through
gu].g.,r,u. Nor would vhe Bulgarians or any refugees who had
found their way imto dulgaris with Turkey as thedr intendsd
destination leave Bulgaria. But for thie stoppage the mumber of
rescued people would have been more or less regular according to
the scheduls then existing.

Tris schedule of about sixty a week constituted nine families
permitted to eater Jurkey en route to Palestine from sach of the
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thres satellite countries mentioned above. (On this question of
mmrmu--w-mimm-mamnnnonm-
mmmdfrﬂmhlmuﬁthhmthhﬂlrﬂh&ﬁthﬂn
mmmm-mnmﬂtmmmu-. In some instances it
mmmtdhrth-mmhwmhmm“uupwph
rmmmfmun,mmumimmumorm
mmmthmﬁ.uum:.}

mnnldmulpmmwthlmﬂlhmﬂmﬂuuh
m:mahm-wurm&mmwu-hmmmm
w-umntriuw-mmmnrlhtthMnm
mmkﬂl-lﬂ:mm,mwun!m
Department of Consular Affairs. In accordance with the complex
and routine of the Turkish authorities as outlined
bolwﬂ:rntafnwmnkhlm-rqm-drurthnrﬂmnn In
th,thrmﬂmmfﬂqﬂnthmm-tmurumd
podmts mmummmm--s.nmudtm-n-nrmu
lista were hald up on Mr. ts (Vice Consul of the British
Embassy) desk. T have reason to believe that this claim is not
without foundation.

mmmmmnlmitmﬂhu-mtm
ﬂththrmiumerluulmwhmum
mnmmwmﬂmmmtmmmﬂmw-
ruumwm.unmmmtwmmmw
Balkan states. The steps are as follows:

{1) Mr. Barlas of the Jewlsh Agency makes

up his 1ist on the basis of information given (This requires
m-wrm-unuummanammuoo— from 2 to 3
from the ooccupled countries. It is neceasary weaks )
to hawe the full data--name, date, whars and
when born, presant address, etc.

(2) These lists are then sent to authori-
tigs of the Jewish Agency in Palestine for them
to obtain guarantees of admission to Palestine
by the British goverrment reprasentatives there.

{3) The British suthorities in Palestine (This requires
uwm&wmnmudmwm from 2 to 3
1ist to the authorities in London for authorizi- wenks )

tion,

(4) london officials send the muthorized (This requires
unwmk!.ﬂlhplnpunurﬂw:t from 2 to 3
Istanbul, Majer Whittall who is very cooperd- weaks.)
tive.



Foter Since wrltliy tbe above =¢ huve
sucosedsd in consolidsting thero
four cieps ioto die requiring
one or two instead of eight or
nine weaks.

{5) After the british passport oificer et {Thie requires
Istarbul obtains this dats, he makes up a note 1 week )
sach week which goee from Istanbul to Mr. Maby
in ths British Bubessy at Anksra which containe
the names of the rine femilice.

() Maby then sends & note to the Turkish {This requires
Ministry of Foreign Affairs containing the 3 or 4 days.)
names of the nmine families from the thres
patellite cowntrles.

(7) Tids 1ist then resches the hands of
Auin Yemal Payumaun of the Foreign Cifiocs, who
routes it tlrough the verlous departments of
the Turkish goverrment, vis., the Minister,
police, military suthoricles and other officinls.

(3 Wher &1l the steps of approvel &a {Thir requires
cutlined above have been cbicined, the nemos from 2 to 3
are dispatched to the Turkish oonsuls at wpaks )

Pucharest, Budapest and Sofia (now Flovdiv
due to bombing of Sofia.)

In thir mamer 1200 nases had beon approved in the pericd
since Deptember 1543. In addivlen, an sgresment hod been ob-
tained fros the Palestine goverument to permit 5,000 Jewish

ghiildren to come intc Palestine provided msans of trans-
portation could be erranged, in groups of 75 to 150 por weck.
The approval of the Turkish goverrment had been obisined ror
this mevessant. The sgrecaent wes finally concluded in January
1944. Botl: the Turkish and British officisle in kukire agreed
that nemos led been wocumnleting during Decesber 1547 and
January 1944. Thoe Turks maiuteined thet some of the relugecs
had remained in Istanbul viclating the agreement that they leave
within 24 hours and that this was & reason for holdirng bsck on
additicnal names. A check-up diuclosed thut there wer scus
truth to this contention. Ae the result of discassion with
represeulatives of tle Jewlsh sgency, .they agresd to put &n end
to this practice.

Whils it is correct that the Turks had agreed pricr to sy
arrival to permit more refugees to pass through Turkey than hed
been able to leave the Balkan countries, it is also a fact that
some who had been listed for departure had besn dalayed and
wers being held back dus to the above outlined red tape in
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Turiish and British procedure. While the Americar Enbessy hed
succeeded in expediting individual cases, they wars #iuill
struggling at the time of my arrival tc have the rToutins
simplified. i

After consuitetiona Wit Britlal offiecials dncluding the
fritish Minister to Turkey, J. L. Suerndale Canneti
Mr A EKnox Helm, Britisy Coupgwics af Robaasy, M dabty (oh
whoss shouldsrs the routine of tlie »oib nrd follen) and the
aforementioned FKewsl Azls Payiesc, St Rad aacertatned that the

Turkish official maintained that the entrance vi.sia were baing
delaved while awaiting # jeneral letier lrom the Britlsh gusran
tmeing that 211 Jewiah refugees enisning Turkey en route tn
Palestine would be permitted to lsave lor Paleatine within 24
hours. Thia latier was finally located and the refugee nove=
went was resumsd as per telsgran No. 344, February 6%k, s pm

In & consultation on March 3rd with Kemal Asiz Paymann at
the Turkish Foreign Office, I was shown the written authorize~
“ion being sent to the Turkish consuls in the Balken satellite
countries. guaranteeing the regular flow of refugees om the
basis of nine families a week and 140 children with 10 adults
mmw-uuwmmmmumutamu
countries. We do not see at this time any reason for the inter-
ruption of this movement by reil unless something unforeseen
develops

2. Maritime traffic. The political and military situation
in the Balkans 1s more chactic and subject to deterioration
from day to day than is generally understood. The plight of
the minorities grows increasingly worse. The Jewlsh population
has been subject to persscution, and annihilation to an extent
thet beggars description and upon which you have had reporte
from time to time, which in my opinion are understated rather
than ovarstated . BHelow I shall offer some further background
msterial more nearly up-to-date on the situation relating to
refugees and potentlial refugee movensnta from Hungary, Rumania,
and Bulgaria. Some brief refereace will alsoe be made tO .
refugees in Yugoslavia, Creece and Jews of Turkish origin in
France

; In view of this desperate situatiun in ihe Balkane ard
the relatively limited number of refugess who can be paved
through the guota system and the buresusratic delars inherent
in the ancient Turkish system, it had becoxe spparent to the
Ambassador and all those dealing with the problam before my
arrival that large scale rescus movements Dy sed would be in-

_dispensable if a substantisl number of the persscuted minorities

were to be rescued. Efforts had been focused on evacuating some
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£,000 ghildres b hoat., The parentie rf tha childran in the
Balkans were willips ¢ wrleage “ha children ir order to rive
them the opportonity 2f & new lifa. Megobtirtiors had hesn
opensd betwes= lr. Darlna of the Jowieh Apenoy, with the nssist-
ance of the Asbassador personsllr, and & Mr, Nellowan Fias,
Turkish shipownsr of +hs 52 TATAN (3700 tons) 29 moted in tele
gram No. 282 of February 14. The plan was to take the boat
with o Turkish crew from Istanbul to Conatansa and to return

to Istanbul with slovs 800 Jerigh rafvgees, meinly ohdldres from
Transnistris whoa the Pumeedsns were ssdd to he willine to re-
lsass. The nesotiaticrs wern meking slow progress, = ths
Turkish authoritiss whe cortrol all shipping st fivet refuosed
to permit tha shipswmer to enter into the proposnd chortar
agresment due 45 the erirewely Mimited musbor of shipe avall-
able for thei™ conmerss at ++is tine pnd thelr fear of lowming
the shdp by ='nes or submerines oyen if pafs condust conld he
sacured by tha T-ternstirnel Bod Cregr whick had promised to
proeure such safa conduct from 511 ~f the helllperent Powers
As & result of your provph agrenmrut to replase the ehip in
tha event of lons, Asbassador Ptainhardt mode forcible perasnai
and written reprasentations to the Ministar for Foreign Affalrs
and Minlster of Communications. The discussions concerning the
charter were rosomed zmd gh thiz writing the possibd Lity of
seouring the mathorisstion from the Turkish auwthorities 12 =ore
promising. The consant »f the Turileh Cebiret will bowvever be
noopasary. In t-is somng~tisn I Zoamirg 4o add that Y hoorn hod
tha fullset and mopt wholshesrted sooperation from Ambosssder
Steinhardt rarssnally and the newbers of his ahle steff in 211
of my sfforts %o raocue rofu-ece and partdewlarly in the per-
sult of this ship

In ordne to wpedite the plarnsd pusssce of the ahip with
the refugess;, we hove proposod that 4% should go from Constanas
direct to Haifa As s*ated previensly, it must he vnderstood
that no such woyacs sen S contemplated without sefe conduct obteined
through the Intarnatisnzl Bod Cross, am the ahdp et ply through
waters of the Flack Ses =nd fop=en Ser adlacent to islarde con-
trolled by +ha Russisns and O-rmane and withent thie aafe conduct
would be subjrct to consiant ottask, Approval of the Oerman,
Russian, and Brltish goveruments Ls neceantry. In the matter
of ths Osrman appravel, prevlisne oxparionco has indicatad that
such requests have beon delsysd for ex long sa =ix sentha. We
have no way of knowing to what extent the Germans may delay
sgpproval in this instance. Mearmhils we have approached
Mr. Simond, the roprasentative here of the Tnternational Bad
Cross, who is telsgraphin- Gozava far this zoproval, and whe
has promised to mrodite autherimntion from ths Oermens with
whom he has an active liaimson.
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Simultansously with our efforte to securs the Turiclsh

view of recent earthquakes in Turkey, and would receive the

procesds of the sals of the vessel. We are plamning to press

these negotiations with all possible speed, provided of course
War Refuges Board muthorises the $400,000 payment for the

iE




k. ia. For scoe tims prior to my arrival here it
was reported ian officials, controlled or super-
ﬂlﬁwmﬂlﬂﬂl,hdnhlmwmmdﬂn'm
rafuges exits from Bulguria. In my talks with the British
authorities noted above, they insisted that the door out of
Bulgaria was closed from the inside. On February 26th, st the

of Asbassador Stalohardt, I mads a trip to Istanbul,
remaining five days, and among other things explored the situa-

Bulgarian anti-Jewish law of hugust 25, 1942, with comments
which wers forwarded to the Secretury of State by the than
American Consul Geusrsl, Mr. Smumel W, Bonaker, on Noveaber 16,
1942. Included for your background informstion is & letier of
March 15, 1943, from a Bulgarien woman desoribing vividly end
at first hand the sltustion connected with the persscution pro-
gram on & single day (Exhibit B). In addition, there is en-
closed herewith & ocopy of & despatch dated February 26th, 1944,
from the American Consulate General at Istanbul to the Secretary
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ol Stete giving an scocunt of corditlooz in Bolzaris by tw
*rigrants recently arrived (Extibit ©). Tou =By also L

irterpeted in the followine, ruotsd frac =y nobes ol conversa-
£, peh dr, Isanc ¥Yorov Sacsh, o raputetle citissn whe had

Gt escaped fro: Bulgariad

o7 the Turkish cnd British visas continus to
arrive in Bulparis st the prosent Lecpo, practleslly
211 of the Jews there ars condsned. No natber wanh
happens in the politicel and wilitar; situatlon, the
Jewz woll be ihe scmpejoets. I did not see ne8 mexqy
Qerman troops in the last days in Bulparic a8 belove.
T ves sonvineed 4hist nrelersnos wes belng glvea to

e Thonists 4n the cholee of those who were perudited

exit visas through the Jewish Agency  Since Cotober,
T have repularly visited the Turicish Esbasgy in Salis

ad was always told that there were no visss [or Jews.

Even sfter =y visa came tiTough, it 1s necsssary to
bribe the petty Turkieh official There ia afi active
trade of tribery going on by sc-cellsd bwokers in
this "uman stock.'

"T was intarned for eix end a half montha in a
village south of Sofla. My famil- is in Pougras
(Burgas) and is not molested. T wae free 1o buy bul
-ot to work. I was told that I wos internsd becavss
T wns & friend of the Eritish Congul, which I was,

T sz ponvinced from =y obesrvations that pressure oen
Le brought on the present Bulgarian Ooveranent not to
persscute further the minoritles, I had managed %o
ratain sone small means by indirectlon, but the poor
people, which constitute the lerpest number of refug-
wes, are sllowed no means of livellhood, I saw one
Jewish man killed before me because he wee in the
street after curfew hours. Ho une has to account
for killing, There 1s no law or need for thde in
respect of minoritles. A1l efforte to bring cut
these chilldren have failed. The situaticn ie rap-
141y disintepreting end thay will soon have ro =means
to 1ive., The fifty children who I em told will fin-
ally come %o Istanbul on March 3rd or 5the have been
an the way for two years. lost of the parents ars
wlling to sacrifice themselves and let the childran

coe®

# Ther oame through on March 5th, s reported to you.
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Ba m The background of the situation in Ruwsania
relating to is outlined below and is taken from reports,
statistice supplied by the Jewlsh Agency, and interviews with for-
mer prominent Rumanian Jewish citisens, among whom is Dr. Manfred
Reifer, former Deputy of the Jewleh comnunity of Eumania. Dr.
Reifer, now in Istanbul en route to Palestine, is alsost blind,
having been the victin of wvitriocl by Nasi bandite.

In 1938 came the revision of cltizership of Jews. All
Jewa of Fumania had to hand in the proofs that their documents,
according to which they had received their civil rights, were
gomuine, This new fraud was & reason that thousands of Jews
in Bumania lost their eitisenship.

(a) Total deprivation of the Rumanian Jews' civil rights
The law passed in 1940, similar to ths Nurnberg Law against the
Jews, declared the Jews of Eumania as pariahs, left without pro-
tection to the mergyr of the authorities. All Jewlsh possess-
ions were confiscated by the state. Jewlsh land property was
taken over by the state. Tihds loss of every right reached itas
heirht in the Bucovina, where the Jews were forbidden to work
in any capacity - with the exception of phyeiclans who were al-
lowed to treat Jewish patients. They were allowed to leave
their homes only between 10 & m, and 1 pe.m. They had to wear
tha yellow Star of David on a visible part of their clothing.
Attending Jewish schools or prayer housss was alsc forbiddan.
They had to pay double prices for tread, compared to the Christ-
ign population.

Speclalists in the cadre had to give 308 of their malary to
the newly founded Department of Romanisation. Only a small num-
ber of Jews in Catepory 2, whe continued to possess mome rights,
were sxcepted. They were the Jews whose forefathers had re—
ceived individual naturalizstion, or orphans whope fathers had
fallen in the war. :

(b) Pogroms. The propaganda against Jews started in its
stronger form already in 1938 under the Ooga-Cusa Govermment;
it reached its highest degree under the goyermment of Marshal
Antonescu - Horia Sima.

The returning Fumanisn army organimed the first pogrem in
June 1940 in the town of Dorohol, where Jews were herded together
in the Jewish cemetary and shot thers. The second large poprom
was staged in Jassy in the same month, where 4,000 Jews were mur-
dered, At the same time, Jews of this town were put into freight
cars and transported to ths town of Roman, without water or air,
so that the greater part of them died of asphyxiation.
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In January 1941, the Iren Cuard openly revolted against Mar-
ghal Antonescu. For three days the leaders of the Iron Guard
held Bucharest; during these three days, abouu 170 Jews were as-
saseinated in the moet terrible manner.

The pogroms reached their height with the re-cccupation of
the Bucovine and Bessarabia in June 1941. The following statis-
tical data offers a picture of the number of victims:

Before the outbreak of this war, about 900,000 Jews lived
in Rumania. They were divided as Ifollows: 250,000 in actual
Rumania, 250,000 in Transylvania, 300,000 in Bessarabla, and
100,000 in the Bucovina. About 150,000 must be deducted from
this total, as living in'the part of Rumania taken over by BHun-
gary. When the army entered the Bucovina and Bessarabla, the
General Staff permittad them three days for murder, robbery and
plundering. The result of thls measure can be seen in the fol-
lowing data: In the districts of Csernovitz and Storojinets
{Bucovina) 12,000 Jews were shot. In other towns of actual
Rumania and Transylvaniz, pogroms against Jews cccurred, result-
ing in deaths.

{c) Deportations. In October 1941, deportation of Jews
to Tranasnistria, the area between the Dniestr and the Bug, be-
gan Elghteen thousand (18,000) were deported from Dorohoi;
about 35,000 from Cszernovits; and about 40,000 from the Jews
remaining in the Bucovina. From Rumania itself, too, smaller
groups were sent to Transnistria From Transylvania, Jews were
deported only individually. Those deported to Transnistria were
gllowed to take with them only as much of their possessions as
they could carry. The rest of their property fell to the newly
founded Patronage Organiszation Their money was changed at the
rate of 40 Lei per Ruble, while the Rumanians, when occupying
this ares, had exchange one Ruble for one lei. Jewelry, gold
and silver were taken at a ridiculous rate. The deported came
to a destroyed country. At the two changing stations of Atachl
and Margulesti, their luggage and all their personal documsnts
were confiscated, so that they arrived even without proof of
identity. Correspondence with and sending of money to relatives
were forbidden, Oovernmental help did not come at all. Epi-
demice of infectious diseases broke cut and decimated them.

At some places, the mortality reached 40%.

In June 1942, 5,000 more perscns were deported from Czernc-
vitz to Transnistria. The mumber of deported from all provinces
was about 150,000. The present status la:
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asout 25,000 from Czernovitsg
12,000 from tle rest ol tne Buoovina;
12,000 from Bagsarabda;
15,000 antochtone Jews.

Of the 18,000 Jews from Dorohol, uaoly 6,700 survived, who, in the
most terribles condition, were repatriasted doring the last weaks

From thess figures, one can get & clear ploture of tha rate
of mortality, sspecially among the children. The responsibility
for this pisce of wholesals Dotchery of the Jewlsh populstion lies
above all with the leadsr of tne Uoverrment, Murshal Antonescu,
who, I o= informed, had his orders carried out by the Geusral Staif.

But the opposition parties in Rumania cannot Le considered as
fres from feult with rerard to these orimes. They had been in-
formed of svarvthine that was to ansus and cid not use their in-
fluoances tn rrevant this mass alaughtar.

(d) Practieal proposals for saving the Jews.

(1) Transmistria. About 30,000 Jewa wers sent across the
Bug, where they were taken over to work fur the Todt Organisation
With insufficient [ood, they had to do the most difficult work, and,
with few sxceptions, were shot mercilessly aiter the jub was avcon-
plished. The 50,000 Jows living in Transnletria todsy are in dan-
ger of bein: directly in tha sons bshind the Oerman frort.

With regard to 't.:'li Jewish populacion, I offer this resums of
fipures:

Nusber of Jews in Fumanin in 1940 abowt 900,000
lasa: &/ the loat Transvlvania tarritory, sbout 150,000
b/ coptured or departed volumbarily

with the Kuasiana 50,000 200,000
Today there live ina
8/ Transnistria about 50,000
b/ in the rest of Humania 270,000
This means that Liere exast lu 1944 320,000
To be wocounted for . » . « - J80,000

———rm

Bafore my departure from Weshington I wus told by Assdstand
Secretary of Slate Looy tiat prossure has been brought upon the o=
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sardan Oovarnment hy the Depertaent of Stats, as a conmsequence ol

w'ich 4he Fumanians ere &llsged to have repatriated the Jews de-

ported from Transnistria to Fumania, After 6,400 Jews had been -
itus returnsd, the Oermans intervensd and the repetriation wea

halted Tneddenislly, I was told that a report was ismied Ly

Mr. Loo, prior wo my departurs, that the United States Govern—
mer had pllocate the sum of 300,000 to cover the expenses af
the transpertssion of 5,000 ghildren from the Balkan countriss
to Pelestlos f do uot know ths authority for this statement
a-d refer 1o it only in the svent that the War Fefugee Board
muy wish 1o check with the Department of 5tate reparding its
veraolty

Tt Lu apparect that efforts to secure the releass of the
thousands of Jewish refugees caight in the millstone in Trans-
nistrie can only be schiieved at the moment by the willlngnass
on the part of %he present Bumanian Government to permit the
relense of tress people and for us then to find means of trans-
portation, elcher direct or through Turkey to Palsstins, which
for the moment is the only country where provision has been ar-
ranged to accept any sonsiderabls number of refugses.

Special attention is again directed to the man who is gen-
arilly hald personally responsible for the poligr lsading &
these extremses Harshal Antonssfsu enjoys & brillinnt page in
the amals of infamy. I have been told that ¥ A, Cretszlanu,
tha mmmmmmmmm:,mmhm-
sanfidence and is ideclogically and semtimerntally opposed to the
Government's anti-senitic poliey. At the proper moment, with
Arhassador Stainhardt's consent and esmploying the authority vest-
sd in me by the War Refuges Board to deal with the enssy, I ax-
pact to approach Mr. Cretsiane and possibly others who have com-
~acticns with the pressnt Fumenian Government, Bsfors these
+alke you may be assured that I will first gongult with Ambas-
gador Steinhardt and uae avery discretion not to maks any state-
~ants which sould be interpreted as having a bearing on the pre-
ment political or dplomtic situstlon batween Fumanis and the
nited States.

The Jewist populetion in Busania, which was sstimated at
the bepinnine of the war at about 900,000, is now considorably
reducec br: 1) mass massacres of the Jews in Bassarabis and
Busorina; 20 the annexation of provinces of Transylvania to Hun-
aryj 3) tler Tlight of Jewa from Bucovina to Russia at the be-
ginnins of the war with Russia. thlglltﬂ' part of the Jewn
#pom Pessarabia and Bucovina (about 180,000) were expelled to

fraramistcia (the area previously belonging to Rusaia). Of
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this mumber only about /5,000 Jewn remalied alive, wiile 20,000
died or were killed during thoe period uf their expulsion. The
actual musber of Jews in Fumaniu may ce estiumtes as iollowa:

Ola Bumaica: Hucharest 100, 000
Ualate 25,000
Inmm 255000
Various 25,000 L75,000
Bacovina Eam 1£,000
Trenanistria ?EEE
Pobal s o woa e 266,000

The Jewa 7 Trananistria ars l+in; <nder the =nal tragls
conditions. Thay are conconiratad in abent 50 saope and are
divided ints thros natepmriea: 1) "frae,™ 1.e., Jows who ars
allowed o wiri, nostly ariginatisy: from Bioovina; 2) Ohetina
in Mohilev, o%s.j 3} sonceniratisn ca=ps, smployed =t Corced
labors Thedr aitaation L2 more danzarous wow when the Bussimm
army s approaching this svan nnd thars iz serious dangar of thedr
being mamsa:rod vr the Fumandan herdes durine the period of ratrsat,

Co Tugoslavis., The whale population of 75,000 Jewa who
lived in psacy 2 Yurcslovia has disappaared exospt for a nnmbar
of about 2,000 Jews living in concentration casps, near Zagreb.

A considerable mumber of Tugoalav Jews, about 12,000, escaphad to
Italy, whero ths war ham reached them now Tt is probabls that
these Jews will attecpt to retwn 4o Togoslavia at the firsy appor-
tunity after ths recscctpation of the sountry by tha Allled faroes,
and this problea rsouiren specinl attention now. A number of
Tugoslay refnzens in Ttaly, =hout 1,000, 1> ohildren xre re-
gisterad for _anigration ‘abs Palastina, bub unless ashipping ac—
commodation aan bo fonnd at an asrdr date, thor will also have %o
return to Tugoslavia. It may be added that a considerable number
of Tugoalay refugees are also scattersd in Hungary where they ars
tolerated, together witl manr sthor Jewish rofumess from Paland,
Blovakia, etc.

0. fOronoa. The Jowlsh nopulntisn in Greeze wasm r=n-
viously concerfrated for the most part in Salopika, abeut 40,000,
whils ancther 10,000 to 12,000 1ived in Athana, Crate, ets. At
the beginnin; ef Marak 1043 41w Qarzans opalled all the Jwws from
Salonika to Foland. This cxodius was affected within 4he short
period of twe weshie. Of “hs whols Jewleh commmity in Selontika
only about 3,000 sicceedsd in gasanirg to Athans and mnother 3,000
to the Islanda, whara the ars Ulwisg in %diuy and deprived of all
oeans of existencs, About 60 Jewish families of Turlish origin
wers saved and repatriated by the Turkish Legation, while ancther
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group of 380 Spanish refugess were protscted by the Spanish Lege-
tion and efforts sre being made for their return in transit o
Spain with a view to thelr i=sigration to Palestine .

E. . I do not intend to give any protracted
or detailed picture of the situstion in Hungary as it does not
at the present time constitute an acute problsmatic situatien.

On the contrary, as you are undoubtedly informed, the Hungarian
Government has recently been relatively human in its attitude
towards the minorities in offering them msans of entry into Hum-
gary from the Oerman-ocouplsd countries and permitting the or-
ganization of methods for their safety and safe exit to other
countriss. The suggestion had been made the special publicity
lenhhtﬁ:mtm‘ihﬂhyﬂhmthw-
ians to proceed with and further their program of enlightenment.
The delicacy of the situation and the possibility of momentary
change are such that I should not recommend amy such propaganda
at this soment, While the Hungarians have recently become "nobla”
compared with their neighboring satellites, even theis work has
been of & limited nature and any statemants which might encourage
them to feel that they hed done & satisfactory job in this field
of mistresting minorities less ferociously might lead them to ter-
minate their sfforts and to declde that they had already won an
honorable place at the Peace Table.

F. France. As stated in my telegram No. 205 of Feb-
ruary 19th, Azbassador Steinhardt had, prior to my arrival here,
been sxerting every effort to influence the Turkish Governmemnt
to repatriate 10,000 Jews in France who ware allsgedly divested
of thelr Turkish naticnality by opers*ion of Turikish law, These
Jews of Turkish origin (meny of whom admittedly must go back
many generations to sstablish Turkdish origin) were reported as
about to be deported to Foland. On February 18th Ambassador
Steinhardt spoke with the British Ambassador hers who, at his
request, sent a note %o the Forelgn Office in support of & note
previously sent by owr Asbassador goncarning the plight of
these Jews in France of Turkish origin. In so doing the British
Achassador supported the reguest made by Asbassador Steinhardt
+o the Foreign Minister personally on two occasions to make the
necessary repressntations to the Vighy Governmant that Jews of
Turkish erigin not be sxpelled from France. On March 3rd in
Istanbul I interviewed the first Jewish refugees who had arrived
from France in the last week. They reported to me that tha Jews
in Franoe of Turkish origin nusbered about 10,000 and of these
the Turidish Government had thus far mithorized entrance visas to
Turkey for about 700. They stated with a degree of suthority
that several thousand Jews of Turkish origin had besn deported
to Poland, notwithstanding repeated protests by the Turkish
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Azbassador in Viehy, Francs. I attach gopiea of tha sontentas of
the official nllatins rads publis in Franse ammoencine the ds-
ciplon of the Viskhy Onwsrmewmeh regardine ths tate of thess
people, (Exhilik o

Asbassader Stainhardt informe me that the Turkish Anbasasdor
1 Wichy is sontimdarc his sfforts and doirs evarvthine within
his powar to stop furiber Aanartations from France. I wrge that

1y on the Vickr fgrearmmant &0 u:!"..'l" phont an isgediate snd 4o

these daportations A telagran on thim svhireat is peing sent %o

Eaepaotfully svbaitted,

Tra A« Hirschmann
LR ALL Y

Enclosures:
Exhibit & - Hemorandum from Dre. Albert Romand.

Exhihit B - Memorands of conversations= with
Dr. Flog« E. Blask topather with
Iztantul Desnateh Moo 148 and latter
from s Bulzarian woman of March 13,
1943, Tegeriing parssoution.

Exhibit € - fopy of Despatoh Noo 2516 of Februsry
2%, 1944, from Tatanbnl.

Bxhibit D - Bopr af official oallstina ra decision
af Viahr Govarpment on drestmant of
Jown -




- Deap Mr. thlo'

In submitting my fiirst report to the War Refuges, Enard
I have divided it into two sections: (1) 'my Dbﬂarvationuf
Recpmmendations and Conclusicns; (2) background end detailed
data’ covering the situatiod which I found here =nd my
afforta to carry out the Board's program.

The report is submitted in this dual form so that
“the "Obeservations, Recommendations end Conclusions" will
not be lost in the statisties, exhibits and. background
meterial and s¢ that it may offer emsier reading for you
and your mesociates.

It is my opinion at this writing thet progress of a
promiging nature has been made in the advance steps upon
which Ambasasador Stelnhardt and I have been working fer
the furtherance of the Bodrd's program.

The work will be left in such condition by me upon
my departure on.April lst that it should be expedited during
my absence provided, of couree, that no unforeseen major
obstacles intervene.

T understand. thet Ambassador Steinhardt will telegraph
you régarding my departurs on the above date and the reasons
therefor. “May I add that: it is essential in my view that' i
you be given a firsthand pleture of the altuation here.

I am thoroughly convinced frem my sctivities here on the
soene that ‘a clarificetion of Hhe pituatioh by a'face to
face discussion in Washingtéon:is indlapeneable to the
further progress: of the War' Refugee Board's program here and
podsibly elsewhere. 'Asisteted before, it is impossible for

J you’

Hr. John H. Pehla,
Acting- Direstor, -
Wer Refugee Board, ;
dashington, D. C.
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.of absenge from the Bloomingdale Company with whom I am
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pondance. They are deplorebly inadequatei The situabir
complex and widely different from that whieh we d&;{iqﬁﬂﬂ;

in Washingtom, but it is not impossible of solutiam by bold,
efficient, well-planned sction and inordinate patience,: y

you to determine this from: tel

It may be thet jou may wish me to-operate further in
this field, but this can be settled only by a personal die-
pussion in New York and Washington. As you know, I ‘came
here originally ae the result of a four to 8ix weeks leave

under contract. They have extended this for an additional six |
weeks, Further then this, I have no might to ask them or

my family at this time. If I am tc undertake any additional

work with the Govermment, I must settle my fundamental -

affeirs in New York which includes a family situation which

was left in mid-air in view of the fact that I intended to fFyal
remain away & naidm of only several monthe. 2 ol

I cannot close this letter without expressing my warm
thanks to you and your associates for the uncompromising
suppory you have given me here. Without this and the whole-
hearted cooperation end energetic partieipation of Ambassador
Steinhardt and his staff, I could not have functioned.

With hearty regards to you and your associatea, I am

Sincerely yours,

I. A+ Hirschmann,
Attaché,




NIBIT &

W MORANDOM
on the sitvation of the Jews in Bulgaris
apd oa thelr emdgration

gtatistions

Acoording to wnofficial statistios approx. 40,000 to 43,000
Jows are living pow in Bulgeria. The largest Jewlsh
wag in Sofia, with approx 25,000 parsons., ‘ow thare are cnly
about 500 Jews living thare, {(convertad Jews not to be inecluded
in this msber) . Tha Jews of this oity wers dispersed in the
provincial tcwes (Rousss, Pleven, Vidin, Eustendil, Pasarjik,

, Easkovo, ste ) mo that the populatiom of these citi s
amoumta to 2,000 4,000 persons, Thers are also some other
grali commnities The largest aggleomeration is now in Plawdiv
(approx. &,000)

o7 eitustion:

The Office (Commissariat) of Jewish Affeirs has unlimited
powars towarda the Jaws

Jewn ars axcluded from all professions or ooy seccoondcal
notivity, this with the exception of an Insignificant parcentsg.
Those who can work are: The manual labourera, thes psdlars

who can sarm their living *

The buildings are taken by the State and all thelr monay is
blooked in the Banka '

Jows can only travel with a special permission of the Office
of Jewish Affairs. It takes a long time to obtain same which is
ha

§
:
]
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i

Theoretically the rich receive, with the specinl permission
of the Office of Jewlsh Affairs (permission which must be requested
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and which is granted separately for each month), & sum deducted
from their blocked acecumts for their 1iving. Kven in the best
cases this sum does not exsesd 6,000 lavas, & sm which is mat even
gufficient for a femily of the piddle clacs and it also happens
that the permission is given with & delsy of 3-4 months. Begldes
the rich also have Lo fece money extortlons on part of the Bulgarian
Iuthorities. In fact they 1ive on their hidden money, on sales of
jewels eto. The poo¥ conld work for their living but the supple-
mantary limitations deprive them of this possibility

L]
wne widdle clsss 1ivea by selling furniture and they have
reaohod the end  Soon 1t vi1]l mesn bleck migery for thew

4he Jorish comemities koop up popular kKitchens with the money
ment by ths 0fites of Jewish Affaira, but same refuses any sum for
othar charity works or sociel help and conssguently pecple in need
~amain withomt clo*has heatlse, ate

va fewigh owmigeid
~w rmgmntationg s

ng and the Coatral o 7/RsianArY \gantrn

In fact the Central Consistecy does not exiat any more TilE
the evacuation of the Jews from Sofia A delegate of the Office

of Jewish Affairs. In fact he only spproves a minimal budget which
sometimes is lower than the incomes of the commmity
Al Tl

Y Rt |

n) mmmrummiuthfhlmnfmmulm:h
pulinrnfth-uumﬂmt. Last year Jews were on the point of
being sent to Poland (the revocation of this deeision is generally
attributed to the intervention of the Church) and now they live in
a conytant fear that this might happen again.

b‘_l' the means of living are exhausted.

11 .- Emigration.

. mu;wmhuimuumuu,mm

develops into a resl paychose. The Bulgarian Government (ainoe
the last change of Government, i.e., 4-5 months) grants exit-
nm-lmhminmmtnh;ﬂmnrh, provided he
has the necessary foreign visas.

—_
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port to enable a mass omigration.

Lo ba takan:

obtention o
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lg racsssary Lo use all avallable influances to al

acgalarnta the mass
sapeclally the obten
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EXHIRIT R

Beiborendom of n Qonversstion with Dp, Flod §
dlack, Auodiliary Officer warking on B-lgnrian
fragtions

Prige 5o 1747 dis Bulgariena spowsd oo Indlcations whatayer
of intoiarance towesedp minopitises ‘Their Governmant war the most
tolamuil o Tiw Blakanu oo ones w08, Begiondag ia 1935 he saw the
firet aigne of evidanca of t'h.a miu-n introduced by tha Hasis.
The pa. fasuticns Yegox I Junmasy 1545 Lhe first laws against
tha Jews ware wﬂum They deprivad the Jewn of sny nrivi
leges rnd approprisied tweoty five per cant of their preparty
In August 1542 Jewe wers deprived nf all their property snd not
perudtial o aigage 1n any Cusiness whetever  They were obliged
to tirn over all their onsh to ths Wetlomal Benk. 7Esir propsrty
wnd confisceied Thowe of the wealthisr cimss who hald shares
ware atle b0 seil thes i1 cm which twelve per cant wns eut inte r
spaalial blocked fund in the National Bank. For thoss Jews wio
srwe Minda anch person was permdttsd 1 000 Tave or about 10 G
.:,._._r_ kod & maxicom of 60 .00 par wontlh per Cawll Pecple could
Wt sall Thalr apertsects or houses shich wers eventuslly ccoflecated
Thay osuld mall their furpiture and boussbold Lelengings

Frem this nechanise thay bave besn scmehow able to ake out a
bare existenca slthough they are now wearing down to the thin adgs
fSome have sscreted mopey through generous Bulgarian friends

Ir Blsok is to.l by those few who are now coming out of
Bulgaris that the poorer pecpla are now in a bad condition baing
fod from goup kitchens, etc. and wmless they are abls to leave by
next winter many will atarve

Toe presant Bulgarion Government is sntirely ted by the
L LELE: mmm“ﬂmwmmtt:ﬁunm
Jaws

anong the officials, efficers and super-patriota. The
peasantry are not anti Semitic at n
Yiseg
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be permitted to leave if they receive Turkish visas., There are
about ten s week now coming through This numsber could easily be
fifty a week,

* The only wethod of evacuatlon is by railroad and transportation
is necessarily diffioult through Turkey It would be possibls to
svacuate larger numbers if a beat could be sent to Bourgas, and it is
pessible thet the evacuees could get to Bourgas. Varma, the other
coastal oity is now a German military sone

m— e

voruary 28, 1944
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No. 2916 (R-2337).

AMERTICAN CORSULATE GENERAL
Istanbtul, Turkey, February 26, 1944.

SUBJECT: An Account of Conditions in Pulgaris as
Given by Two Emigrants Hesently Arrived
in Istanbul.

THE AONCRABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WATHINGTON

8N

I have the honor to present balow statements made
hmlﬂmwﬂuﬂhmthIlhnhl

poliociss of the government. This man balieves that the
Alliss will win the war and that Bulgaria should direct
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Antd-Semitism The condition of Jows is worse in the
towns of Vildin, Lom, Vratsa, Ferdinand,
Flewdilv and Berkovitsa, and worst of

all ‘the lsst named place. Wherever ths Commissar and

sther ofTigials are hoetile, conditions for the Jews

hundred leva, and that at this latter rate thoss who had
money eould supply themselves with cocking fat. Meat
is searoe on the blask market, Bread is sbundant
and good. For mome time white tread of m quality

ui

finally obtained by the payment of 10,000 leva at the
Turkish Consulate, and this notwithstanding the fact
that the visa had been granted momtha before. He sald
that he balisved all smigrant Jews were requirsd to pay
axarbitant fees in order to obtain the Turkish visa.

.-
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Evecuation The population of Blowdiv has been al-
of Townas  mont emtirely evacnated to the murround-

ing towns and villages =ith the axoep-
tion of the Jewish population., The pepulation of Burjme
has alsc besn evacunted to the poTounding vilisges,
Some business is still carried on in Elowiiv and the
factories are working The local govermment officen are
also opan. "

The Nispsraal Tn connestion with the dispersal of the
of Govermment govarmment offices, the smigrent said
Officesy . _  thet tho Swiso Counulats hns an office
in the sumroan tewn of Eayashevo pnd tiat the Tarkish
Oonsulate iz suppossd to have an office in & yrivets
house choit forr kilometors from Sofin an the Samckor
highway. The Ministry of Education has bLesn moved to
the village of Belovo near the railway sistlon of Pars
Belovo, which in fifth edght miloa from Bafla ou the
rallway batween Sofis and Blovdlv. The Mindstry of
Publio Works has bean romoved to Vralsa

The Political With regard to politisal wffalrs the
Qutlogky  omigrant sadd that ha was st 1z m po-

stood his idess wers derived mainlr from a lawyer friend,
Deal Breganov, of Tafia

The Comsumistsy The Communist movemsnt im reported to
ba , The somsunist and pros

Soviet slement, he thinks, scmprise at lmast ninety por
oent of the population. To the pressnt ilme, howaver,
this movement rémains more or lsss amorphous *lirongh

lack of decided leadership, although I+ mderstands that
an erganisation sxista which han its bransher in all
m#hmwmmmﬁﬂ;mﬁumtm
ts. He thinks that cownniss is wldespread in
the army and that this is glving the govermsent consi-
worry the Pulgarisn comsmmists plan

to wait until the Boviet armlor lnve takern Odsssa and



approach the Balkans, their organi-
zation, and them, at a favorable moment, attempt to
nelze power. l'hihh-mmrmw at

practics
-mﬂmlumtdhrmwm'.ﬂﬂ
other matters which came to her personal attention.

Heferanos In comneotion with the oppoaition in
tu Speech by Parlisment to the policiss of tha present
she said that she had read a
typewritten aopy of a repart of & speech
sade in Parlisment on January 25 or 26, 1944, by Petko
Stainov, who is regarded as the mont gutspoken cpponent
of the government in Parlisment. In thia statemant
Professcr Stainor, who is mecused by the patriots of

jr—
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baing a Bulgarian trajior and is ealled the Bulgerian
Badoglio, sharged the government itmelf with responsi-
bility fer the calamities whiol have overtaken Bulgaris.
"If thare are traitors,® he declared, "they are U
leaders of the government, who withrut a osause deelsrcd
war on the United States and Orest Britein and thus
Prought ealamity upon their om comtry.” Preleassar
Stainov was oo allowed to cemmlets hin soesch.

Personal Tnis poumg woman, topethar with har family,
Iréatmens: was arrested in March, 1943, with the
firat group of Jowish familiss scheduled

to be sent to Foland. The firat group ineluded all the
loading families in the Jewipk commmity in Plovdly,

She said they were arcused by the pelice ot two o'eloal:
in the morning and ordered Lo prepere imreliciely tn
traval. The polics remined in their rooms while Lley
warsa packing their bags snd prepering to lsawe, Tooy
wars not tald what was to hapren to them, &t fovr
o'elogk in the scruing they wers asrspbled In the Jewloh
. sohool in Blowdiv share they vemafined ab-ut wix houre.
Tring this time outraged Buvigerians raizsd & great poo-

nare taken as
and told that they might go home. Thay had aer pre-
vicusly besn whare they wers going and now wers

This young woman, whils acknowledging tha graat
help the Jews received frem eertain lsading Bulpge-
rians and from Lhe people geperally, beliuves that
the final reason why denortatisn at that 4ime 444 not
sugosad was the lmck of orgenisaticos and provioua nre-
paration, She lelleves that at precent there 4a no
danger of deportation. The trestment of ““n Jews un-
the present Ministar of the Interier; Nocho Eris-
is much beiter than under the previovs raglos
they are still subject to ell the rigors of the lawm,
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in the United States, recently a student in van
Renmaslsar Polytechnie Imatitute. In leaving Bulgaria
mmmmmmmmmmm
tier offieials, including the Oerman passport men, all
treated her courtecusly. A tiecket ecllector said:
anmmmmwmmmm-ru1
amhmu,hﬁ-m-uﬂlwumw,'

Conplete Tn referring to living conditions of
the Jews at the present time, parti-
cularly in Blovdiv, she sald that

ondition 1 econtimually growing worse. In the

sonditicns sontinue through next winter, it is likely
that large mmbers of Jews will ba reduced to starva-
tien,

An Instance In this eomnneection she referred to a
gf Harshnega: ymhdnhmamtmmaurh.
who 1s assigned with ner husband and
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mothar=in-lew to live in ona room of tha hovme belosg=
The dentist was al-

lmwmhmmmm,w-mh-

besn 11e serving with the Pulgerian

the First World War, When all Jows, {neluding

thoms with privileges, wers compalled to leave Sofls,
the awthorities confiscated her dental equipment and

gave 1tumnumm1¢mnn1mmrum_
Her plano was likewise sonfiscatad. Other articles of

Blovdiv In ocnnection with the evacuation of
BElovdiv, she ssil that 1t was reported
amoag the people that ahont saventy

thousand, out of the pomulation of a 1ittle mors than

hundred

workers are sobilized and gmmpelled to stay. The
Jewish population of at lasst seven thomsand, inalnd=

ing Jewish refugesd from Sofis, 1s ales in the clty erd

some other people have stared yolmtarily. The eity
hospital has not been evacuated and 45 otill sarrying
ita work. gha said that a great adr rald shellar

on
is baing preparsd under +he hills whish dominate Elov=

gnder the hill salled Sahat Tepe,
tower on top and a atation from
pt for planee. Work on thass ahel=

t&i,ﬂdﬂhmiﬂdurrmnfmlswﬂwwm,
is to

oompletion ma Tapldly an reagible .,
Some parts of the tunnels ars alresdy in use.

Reapentfilly Tours,

Purten ¥, Berry
American Consul

Te Departsent in original and
hectograrh.

FEBima

File Wo. B20.02.
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March 15, 1943
Pulgaria
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Tt would take a novelist or & olnema film to deplot those

noments of delirimml

The tears, the ariss of Joy, sverybody ssbrasing
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without kmowing what they were doingl It was hours before we oould
be calm and ask to whom we owed ovr safety. We bave made overy kind
of suppositien but we do not Jmow anythirg for certain. We now lesrn
that the first move for our safety was made at Kyustendil, where the
people went through the same kind of distress that we 444,

among the Bulgarians our co-religionists bad many good friends, who,
having learned what had ocourred, hastened to SBofia by auto and
there got in toush with scme wembars of the Hational Assembly and
saw the Arehbishop, Without knowing much of whet actually ocourred,
the faot is that at the last moment the rope, whieh war already sround
the neeks of the condemned, was loosened. Ood grant that this say
continue and that He protect us to the end! A fast of two days ~-

"Wo are still living under the sffeet of the extreme anguish
through whish we have passed and sre still ssking whenoe came our
salvation. We mhall lsarn it after the war, and perhspa you may
know it even better FEvery day we see people who are baing
deported passing on the trains, but unmhaprily we are unable to
do anything for them, for we are like mice in a trap. And may
God protect us.®



Totanbul; Tuwrkey,
Harch 1, 1944

Purther Menerandum of "onvermations with Profasaor
o ISR PTG T e e

Taw yeal dilfzouaiics Legeu with che lav passed by the
Sulgarian Jdovernwoent  (See s£siuwi laws in despatch Ko. 188, of
Fovesber 15, 1943 ) Thess luwe heve besn snforced to the lstter
with sdded severity by the officials. The law appointa an
Administrator to be the comrissaze of Tewizh gffeirs under the
Minister of the Interdor Thees are the two principel officisls
vho are concerned in the enforcemesnt

Ihe Miuister of Inverior was Peter Osbrovaky, = vicious type,
foe will long live in the annals-of infamy. Alsxander Belev, =«
man of evil o rectar, was first saot to Nuremberg to receive his
training in the field of torture and anpihilation. Theas =en were
rasponaible for anforoing the law until September 14, 1943 when
thers wos & changs of cabinet. In the reorgsnization of the
smbirst after the death of King Borla, Osbrowsky was drepped end
e new commiss of Jewish Affairs came in. He was (1) B
ftemanyakev. (2) the new Minlster of the Interior was Docho Mristov
Sines then the laws have been legaliatically enforced with somewnat
mors considerstiom At leaat they do mot odd their interpretation
of tha laws :

It must be understood that the Jews made o1l afforts to sscape
thas rigors of the vicious laws Offislals Yook nopey. Every Jewlsh
hore was inapeated. Inventory wes teken. The officiels took thelr
hovsahold gooda snd yug:  Petty robbery went on inside the law
Pilfeving and plundering was reepant  The Bulgerdan 0Fficlel Pro
pegende on the Jewlah reaction o the Bulgarisn law acoused them
of helpg pro Ally end these blanket sccusstloms found fertile
soil tending to make otherwise neviral Bulgsrisns susplcious of the
Jews  Meanwhils, ths Cerrere constantly pressed Bulgaris to deport
the Jswn to Poland

In Hareh 1943 an order wos issued for the deportation of
Buigarian Jews in Bulgarisn Threce and Msoedonisy the lands annesed
from Tugoslavie and Greece in 1941. The order was carrisd ont,
Avout 12,000 wers deporied. No Jewish population remains in those
rogions. The people weie pleoed im box cars and sent off. Wo word
hea been heard about them sincs they laf't Bulgaria. WN.ny wers sent
ap the Damube in barges. Probably most are dead now,
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Following this, im March 1943 an attsmpt war mads to deport
the lesding Jewish faniliss from Bulgaris proper. All the Jews in
the principal towns, sxcept Sofia, wers arrested one might about
2900 a.m, and sent to rmil stations and schools to remain far
deportation in the morning. As scon as it became known to the
Bulgarian neighbors, thay becams vosal. The prominent citisens, the
higher elergy (Bulgarian Orthodox Chureh) and a considerabls nusber
of the members of Parliament protssted. The crdar wns reseinded at
10 am The psopls wore sent home absolutely territisd and delirious
(Bea letter of Marsh 15, 1943, quoted in deupetch No. 374 (R-348) of
April 7, 1943

Butyauihoritiss persisted in seeing ways to deport the Jaws
from tht\;.u-gt cities. Om May 24, 1943, an order wea issusd that
the Jewlsh population of Sofis (25,000 psopls) should be scattared
through the country tewns of Bulgaria within three days on the
grounds that they were hostiles citfsens and pro-Ally. This order
was carried out and this sntirs population sent to thess country
towns to live under difficult conditions All their property was
confiscated Eventually they were sllowed to sell their housshold
goods in the autum of 1543. Dpon leaving they were instantansoualy
obliged to lock up their apartssnts and hand over the keys, eto.

Thare are no Jewa today in Sofia. The conditions under which
tha Jews live in the small commnities depend entirely upon the loeal
offisial in charge. In Flowdiv the psople are sonfined te their
housss. Ons mssber of eash houss 1a tted to lsawve for two hours
avery day for suppliea, ete. At the present time conditions are very
precarioua. Everyons coming out confirms thess facts and mmlesss the
Jowa ars helped mauy will not live through another wintar,

i

Mr. Romano, whom I interviewsd, was Head of the Zionist movement
in Bulgaria. He states that a group of children are coming in through
Turksy op March 3rd or 4th  He also confirms that the Bulgarians

would let the peopls out in appreclabls numbers if Turklish and
English visas were immediately avallabls. The Turks insist on the
British guarantes which they maintain as being laski

ng

Frofessor Black fesls that no further pressure from the United
States Government on Bulgaria will help at this time. The Cermans
are in too tlrnt a condition. Thers have besn no new measures in
Bulgaris by ths Germans recently. A Christian (converted Jew) who
recently came through stated that the former Minister of War Genaral
Daskalov in Pulgaris was helping the Jewa. Incidentally, the Jews
are cbliged to wear the star of David and the comverted Jews a smaller
disk of identification. But no Qerman pressurs has besn shown
recently according to my informants. Our information confirms the
fact that the Bulgarians continmue to cover up and to say that the
farmans compel them to take the aforesald vicicus sotion.
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4 Turkish naticnals belenging to the Jewlsh falth, who
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Oeneral to prepare their departure.




EXHIBIT E

+ Hin job 1a to

y less than a month after the

vod here, at the invitation of Ambessnder
work

the board
the thin, pd

allow

L]

this work, a repressntative. with
United States War Refugess Board; and

10k

- - |

mmbar of human
cut of their so oalled
if only it should

to a strean.

Whils bhe is not incrdinately optimistic that a great desl san
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I have his sputhority for saying that- in faet the treatment
aof minorities in the satellite sountries will be taken into asecunt

when the final settlement oomes to Lis made.

From Broadoast by Mr., Philip Jordan, rep ssontative of BB C

in Ankars. Febroary 26. 1944
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Ankaia, March 6, 1744

tion and the comcemtration of
inextricably tisd up with the war

“Fioaa 1

sucgess is to be achieved in its work of merey

a special

oe out by the attasched report; the War REefuges Board's
this one sssemtial

Aa bo
in

progrum with the oupport of the President and the Beoretaries of
Btate, War and Treasury, is one which requires immediste and the
most rescurceful efforts for its implementation om a purely prac

tical and officisl basis and not merely as an appeal for humani-

k

did not materlalies any too socon to meet an mgute situation, as ean

be seen from Turkey, which is the neutral cbssrvation point for the

§

vasded 39325, . EEE g8
ﬂmem mmmmmnmmwmmmmmmw wm
Mﬂ.,m i mmmm.mmumw,mw -3
1] mmm_m,m“mmmmm ﬂmmm mm
Mwmmmmmmmmmm_mmmgww i1

géhay3ieaing isd 38
i Wﬂmmmmjmm%m :
it |
] 112 mMu.uumm m mm:mm 4
mwwmmmmm%mﬁwm i
HH] T S EHTH AT



P—-u-m;_m'm =

and God given mmenitar sudsm to wish, fu esde and prozise than 1
carry into effect

In freeing or ia welplog expedite tus oxodues of haoan beloge
{rom perdecuied ar.as o ilibarated lacls =e must remesbor 1Ot o
throw them from the fire imto the frying pan They wust pot only

auldhutthu-utﬂndplmumdmmbhrwﬂtn
ummmmtmuumnmwum-mmmrm“h

and be useful citimens ol the world It paw ceen domonstrated
that the resousd rafugees ouve sosoms constroollve and valuable
citigens in Palestine. Tho same is repoted tc o by Mr, Matthews,
mnmdmmw.ﬂm‘hmmrmmmx
nwuuuhumuﬂd-ndpmm=mhzgmumum
and hesalthy sequisiticos to tos oause of Zresdom lovlag pscples.
ic

I find it necsssary tnis peoory, and torough a deslre to
give a clear picture of the situation here, to indiocstc aome of the
asrious obstagles whieh face those who nace worked, amd ave working
and will work in Turkey on the board's progras. It is dmpossible to
appreciste from the remotensss ol ancther world - Amsrics - Lhe

for ths extramsly high vegard in whieh Ambasssdor Steirhardt person
ally is held by Turkisk officialdom the sltustion wculd Le even worse

mwamtumwmm.mﬂmnw
with Turks, by that I mean Moslem Turks. Its concern is with its
own pecple. mrmtuwmtmunmmlumﬂt
in Europsan rafugess. Their treatment of minorities in thelr own
eountry is notorious, this goss without excepticn, The Jewe in
Turkey enjoy the rare distincticn of oecupyiug the second instesd
utmﬂntplmmmmﬂumdwimim.muruh
taking precedencs.

miﬁ-nﬂhuﬂmhﬁmwhmﬂ
doss not think of Jewish refugess as Jews bui as Bulgerians, Humanians
mmh--wmwmnuttmlurhhwhq At the
mmmmmmthnMHMammm
wmtwnmn;mummmm—
garians from Turksy.

Ithuumﬁﬂmﬂ;mm!wunhmmﬂuummmd
n&mmmmmmummmmm
ﬂmn-nntununmﬂn:mwﬂthmﬂmwhmm
Thhhhiuupaunudbxmmmuuulpﬂuipdm
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refngess cospatibls 'rh';: not losing the goodwlll of the Asericas
Gorsrneent cr tha respect of Lhe imerican publie

Iu wlids Tepcus P L mdNT suzne Lo mdsd that toa Braslah
rala in of the wimast Zvportance . I lowite your apssial stteation
to the fpat 4hat the ref™igses who mre coming cut of the Balkons
throngh Turkey ars anahlal to do o cily by reason of the faeilitiows
granted Ly the fritiis o oooment for Imsigretion imto Paleatire. I
ths Palssiing mbeorptic: wars to comss [oF o0 PeASLE oF sneklor
(w2 this ip oot no fseoep it L%+, the Presidsst-s order and its
provisions would beoors o dead letier Fe would be at Bexv—?- egalc

Turicey 1= the grtewsr owugn shich the refugess may pooc: 4 te
Bplestiner Dot thars are we avenuss Lo be saplodted in this rescoe

wC £

g8 Facilities in comcestlon with Falsatlne;
b Uhier havess of rafugs, sush a2 thoos 4o which you havs
rafarrad in pavearsl of Foir telagrams

perest that Pales+ine i the ooe heven that L
a ST Ly i o TN Tha dallceo)
rip e lEdsish mbiek nat bs orerlscked A
: Earmtic 3 It An thay woows &l
# aosrdlratisd wit 4 =l lt Erraogeasnts :
Arrangemeants witn ths 1o AT Casilities which Ambasnacor
Steinhardt has alrendy concluded with toe promise of affirmative
agtion by the Torks must be dops in fnll concert and harmony with

up sn orgenisation perellal to the War Refuges Board with represents
tiras here (and slsexhare} who san work in conjunction with your
repressntativer and sofor sizmilar ddplomatic status. This would
sasult In Sorther sollabaration :

A Tarerds the Pulestine hwevens the following ahould be given
snrnart soraldaration

A. 'Tha Yuries should bs aiksd to inoresse the trameportatlon
ferilitisn throrgu Turkey for refugess arriving hare from Bungary:
Fumanie acd Pulparis by Tall as pcon os the movemant werranin

B Tha dimveteh of vises approved Ly the Ministry of Forsign
Affaive to the Tnokisk Comsuls In the abhave sentiomed couptriss
should be further sxpedited

di
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¢ Endesvors should be ccmtinusd to psrousde the Turiciah
authorities that they should permit t:e *ravalt of

sonted st the Bulgerdan Turkis: froctier  [The Sedsiah ¢ rthordtiss
ummmwmmmmmmtm-mmm
entry {ots Palastine )

Wailas the Tericish authoritdss aze suite rreparad to gooperate
gy gran*'ng an inoreassd mumber of viems, ther are mu:l.h;ta
rolax "border and other soptrols® or to asnousas “thet exi=y af
ralngess inks the soumbrs ir maemitiad® 37 they tnks “ha oaition
that any push mmmummu&mm to
wumxmmmmnqmr "k Sadat o
Hwkritets thesaslves th=sughent tho allisd world

Hotrithotanding tne fnet that the Enlparinz Tooldioh frovider
15 n nilliterr sone, no oaos hat owee hoan Teporsed %o ths Bdhwiay
or waalf of Jowish efogaas haviny been Surasd bask b the Tirkish
fromtier miaedn  This say pordaps be dus 4o the faet *hut thace ds a
“no man s londh Satwasn the fwo froptfsr silifary sones and Lt
dowlink marymags without nropse domtsamiation have hoes snebls 4o
Tesch the Turkish fromtier ports without proper dnemmamksts -

m In the asas of mardtiss tranapord. the Tookish sabthoritiae
=14 ba romested to gramt the sobe foellitisa an 4n L.

deam “*- inerpadiont %o agedn bring vy e wibfant of
Ry ' iv woment af the Turkish uzﬂu}rj,t.w do ot lood
g rafogoes o Jomm b na Bdepwmiy Wil
Hingerians and have mode 4% shundemtls sless =bop
other reascms they will pot comslder somps. T2 tha mfm -nu
umrise to continue to preas thia t ot 2 time when it would
be puraly peademis and untdl such an ths sovement out of +ha
Balizens reachez the polut st which the (sdividmls eamst s
atsorbed b tie Jewish sommonitieos in oi%iew 1ike Tedeotnl snd
Ismir or movad by rail to Palestine without the neceasity of cszps

In thip ommmection it in impoctant 4o note that the permarent
derish commmities of Irterked and Tomir eodd cithond i.tﬂ-mw
aheork spereedmetaly 5000 Jewish refopecs withest serisus fncops
wepiemne s withort sublsoting them 5 432 Dsdipnity and Sardshipe
at is~lation in omcy and that il this aloarpiive capacity has
hean svadled of ot least In part thare 4= == fu-tif4abls “asly for
asking the Turke %o sptabliak sam

Contimuing on the suhiest of rafuse bovenn othor than Polestine,
T oroume you ora piviog eonsidaration to the pocolilitr of & tem-
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sres

ndoned camps wed squipsent
the Egyptians. The same may
Falostine whars spacial status
be looated ir special canps.

The subject conesruing wore trunoit visas for Loerige carmot ba,
ev ided Where cases sre found 1o bs meritorious, the refugees
should ba givea Uslued [ «'=s vivaa walid for six momths

By the use of intalligent propagands from Washington I belisve
e oould bring about a mors responaive attituds on the part of the
Oungacisn, Fumanisn and Bulgerian Governments, whish are extremsly
penpitive to Amsrican pil7'c opinion I sncloss a oopy of the
orondsast given by Failip Jordan on Sa*urday, February 2&th, over
HAD iz Anksve  formarded Co London end repsated there and trans:-
lgted imto Bulgerisn, Hungarian and Rumanisn in repeat broadeasts
(Exhibit "E®) Jther brosdomsts or news storiss may follow Af we dean
it advissble

porsry rofuge in Morth Africa
gould be used insatesd of being @
be rald for Cyprus or Syris or av
mar be setablished for the refugess

gE

Khat is oesded in Turkey® by your Board is &n sctdvs. (e ¢
1 rapressntetive with s vompetsnt secretary in Aukmrs and & gual-
ifisd moalstent with a secretary to render service in Istasbul  Hork
done ir this f£isld requires patience; thoroughness,=ressuresfulnsac
tha propar commections, aod the tims to sesk out relisbls secwzoes of
infermeticn to obtain resulis  Asbassador Steinhardt hea for a long
fims givea more then ¢ ~osgsonabls proporticn of his time and afforts
t0 oTagee problems and rasently to the Bosxrd's progrem; - the
mambers of his otaff have hesn wholsheartedly ccoperative, but
best thair tims is limited eppscially in view of the sximtence of
twalve Amariosn Government agensiss operating in five o' *‘es in
Turkey eoight of which are of recent origin. T do not cooelder it
fair to add still furthsr to his burdens ap the work of the Bowrd
inoreanes, sa to do wo would be to handiesp the othar witally
jmnortant work of the Embassy

I thiz report I bhave not included any data eoncearning illegal
traffia Oma saes snperfizial evidence of this in Istanbul, but

% The War Refuges Board should consider sending s representative to
Cairo, whare a grec* deal of rescus werk from Tugoslavia and Groece
iz bteing dooe by the Hritish

.
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1/ Exddiit "B’y Copy ol Fhilip
Jurden ‘s lroadesst from Boloce
on February 26, 1944
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